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jjWatigl) was bom m Hampstead m 1903, second son of the late _ 
Vaugh', publisher and literary critic, and brother of ^ec Waugh, 
iilar novelist He was educated at Lancing and Hertfofd College, . 
wjiere he read Modem History In 1927 he published his first 
, a hfe of Dante Gabnel Rossetti, and in 1928 his first novel. Decline 
dH4Pallf.\\hich vras soon followed by P7 /c5o//jg.(1930), Black Mischief 
(1^2),^ Handful of Dust (1934), and Scoop (1938) Dunng these years he 
trai^teiTcxtensively m most parts of Europe, the Near East, Afnca, and 
tropical Amenca In 1939 he was commissioned in the Royal Marm^ 
and later transferred to the Royal Horse Guards, serving in the Middle 
Eastnnd m Yugoslana In 1942 he published Put Out More Flags and then 
in 1945 Bndaliead Revisited U'Tien the Going Teas Good and The Loved One 
were followed byi/c/ena (1950), his histoncal novel, Men aMrww,‘which 
came out m 1952, is the'first volume in a trilogy of war memoirs, and won 
• the James Tail Black Erize, the other volumes. Officers and Gmtlemen and 
Unconditional Surrender, were pubhshed in 1955 and 1961 Evelym Waugh 
was received mto the Roman Cathohc Church m 1930, and his earlier 
' biographj of the Elizabethan Jesuit martyr, Edmund Campion, was 
awarded the Hawthomden Prize in 1936 In 1959 he published the official 
'‘Life of Ronald Knox. He was mamcd and had six children From 1937 
^ds he and his family lived m the West Country He died m 1966 


,Mark Amory, who is stiU-a close fnend of Evelyn Waugh’s fanulv, is a 
TVcll-known author and journalist His biography of Lord Dunsany 
^^ippeared in 1972 
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Preface 


The art of vmting letters has been pronounced dead as often as the novel and with 
more reason So perhaps Evelyn Waugh will turn out - through a combination of 
talent, temperament and arcumstance - to have been one of its last great 
practitioners The telephone is nghtly seen as the main enemy, the collected private 
recordings of eminent figures may soon be with us Waugh was bom late enough 
(1903) for his contemporanes to prefer that instrument, but he never cared for it 
himself and had a sufficiently fierce character to prevent others from so approaching 
him If someone rang up about a matter of interest, he was asked to write This 
attitude 'ssas sustained right up to Waugh’s death in 1966 

Letters require leisure for composition, something to impart and a sympathetic 
reader, Waugh’s life of intense but interrupted soaal activity provided all three, 
though not immediatelj Almost nothing survives from his childhood, and from 
Oxford he ^\rote only to a few school fnends In the 1920s, except when in exile as a 
schoolmaster, he saw people often enough not to write However, after his mamage 
in 1928 and its breakdot\n in 1929 he travelled virtually every year, creating ideal 
writing conditions of adventure, boredom and idleness During the war he wrote 
almost exclusively to Laura Herbert, his second wife, revealing their relationship in 
a light that, if not precisely new, seems to me to have been often underemphasized 
and misunderstood Their family life in the country, interspersed with ‘raids’ on 
London, again put the necessary distance between him and his correspondents 
while at the same time supplying matenal Nancy Mitford’s removal to Pans gave 
him the perfect recipient - an intimate, witty' fnend, totally removed from, but 
interested in, every detail of life in London He w rote more and funnier letters in the 
1950S than in any other decade 

Other factors increase the flow and the imbalance Waugh maintained a 
continuous dialogue wnth A D Peters, his agent, and later with John MacDougall, 
his publisher After he became famous, his letters were more likely to be kept 
Naturally the proportion of destruction and loss increases with time, and World War 
II IS a watershed, not so much because of destruction by bombs as because people 
tnoved and were careless of the trunk in the attic Finally, Waugh died young 
himself, most of his contemporaries surv iv cd him and so retained papers that might 
have been thrown away at ihcir own death Of those that predeceased Waugh the 
most difficult to track down were Roman Catholic pnests and homosexuals, due to 
the lack of obvious heirs 

1 ihink Waugh foresaw that his letters would be colleircd, w hcrcas 1 do not think 
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that he foresat\ the publication of his diaries He asks Nancy Milford to destroy 
something unkind he has written, saying, ‘I believe you keep my letters’, with no 
hint of reproach or trepidation He certainly kept hers and most other personal ones 
in brown envelopes with the names of the writers on the outside, and constant notes 
to himself to preserve only interesting letters in future When he hears that 
universities are willing to pay good money for this stock, he expresses relief that 
there is another bulwark against poverty m old age, though he never sold anything 
and appears disapproving when he thinks Cyril Connolly may be doing^o But, if he 
was aware that the world might some day see what he wrote for private reading, no 
hint of piety or self-consaousness, let alone fine writing, results 

When 1 inquired if his handwriting was hard to read, as I had noticed that anord 
here and there in the diaries had proved indeapherable, I was reassured ‘No, no, 
you see he wrote his letters in the morning, when he was sober He wrote his diary at 
night when he was drunk ’ However unfair this may be as a description of Waugh’s 
evening condition, it does reflect a difference in tone A diarist, after all, is writing 
for himself a record or reminder, and self-indulgence is natural, almost necessary 
Letters are to please or inform Waugh scarcely mentions politics, and writing is 
discussed only with a select number of other novelists, in particular Henry Green, 
Anthony Powell and Graham Greene, even then he is more likely to comment on 
their books than on his own Religion is frequently brought up and with several of 
his close fnends at some moment seriously urged upon them John Bet)eman 
receives the most sustained barrage of argument, but Waugh speaks of prayer or 
death to Ann Fleming, Lady Diana Cooper, Nancy Mitford and the Countess of 
Avon among others But the bulk of the letters are designed to amuse, even business 
notes have jokes thrown in I do not see it as part of an editor’s job to assess how 
scnously a remark is intended and, indeed, with Waugh it seems to me an 


impossible task His familiar gift of acute observation elegantly and precisely 
desenbed is allied to a love of exaggeration that frequently takes off" into fantasy 
Here let me issue a warning that I fear will be ignored Waugh enlarges and distorts 
more than I could teach myself to expea Somewhere there is usually a molehill 
from which he fashions his mountain of embellishment and I am easier in my mind 
i^hcn I ha\e discovered it For example, if he says that Peter Quennell has collapsed 
from sexual excess and it transpires that in fact Quennell had a hangover that 
morning, I am confident the whole truth is known I do see it as part of an editor’s 
job to correct errors of fact and sometimes I have done so This is emphaucally not 
meant to impl> that, where there is no comment, Waugh is necessanly entirely 
accurate Silence ma> mean ignorance, not consent, or sometimes that labonous 
explanation would smother a harmless joke 

IneMtablj a portrait of Waugh emerges He has already been the subiea of a 
xolume of autobiography, a biography, the diaries, a collectiL of essays and several 
cm,cal cud,cs and ,clc, .con proBn,mn,cs. a, well as countless rev.ews ind profiles 
More arc to follow 1 shall not add comment on Waugh’s character except to sav that 
,n m, „p,n,„n th.s rcrs.on shows h,m to h.s best advantage so far In se S 

leers from perhaps 4 , 500 , 1 have chosen what I found .nteresong or funnT I hate 
made no anempt to suppress anvthmtr o j c ^ tunny i have 

1 buppress anything that refleaed unfavourably on Waugh or 
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that he foresaw the publication of his diaries He asks Nant\ Mitford to dcstrot 
something unkind he has written, saying, ‘I believe \ou keep m\ letters’, with no 
hint of reproach or trepidation He ccrtainlj kept hers and most other personal ones 
in brown envelopes with the names of the writers on the outside, and constant note's 
to himself to preserve onl> interesting letters in future When he hears that 
universities are willing to pay good monej for this stock, he expresses relief that 
there IS another bulwark against povcriv in old age, though he never sold anything 
and appears disapprov ing when he thinks Cj nl Connoll> may be doing so But, if he 
was aware that the world might some daj see what he wrote for private rending, no 
hint of piety or self-consciousness, let alone fine writing, results 

When I inquired if his handwriting was haid to read, as I had noticed that a word 
here and there in the diaries had proved indecipherable, I was reassured ‘No, no, 
you see he wrote his letters in the morning, when he was sober He w rote his diary at 
night when he was drunk ’ However unfair this may be as a description of Waugh’s 
evening condition, it docs reflect a difference in tone A diarist, after all, is writing 
for himself a record or reminder, and self-indulgence is natural, almost necessary 
Letters are to please or inform Waugh scarcely mentions politics, and writing is 
discussed only with a select number of other novelists, in particular Henry Green, 
Anthony Powell and Graham Greene, even then he is more likely to comment on 
their books than on his own Religion is frequently brought up and with several of 
his close friends at some moment seriously urged upon them John Betjeman 
receives the most sustained barrage of argument, but Waugh speaks of prayer or 
death to Ann Fleming, Lady Diana Gjoper, Nancy Mitford and the Giuntcss of 
Avon among others But the bulk of the letters arc designed to amuse, cv en business 
notes have jokes thrown in I do not see it as part of an editor’s job to assess how 
senously a remark is intended and, indeed, w'lth Waugh it seems to me an 


impossible task His familiar gift of acute observation elegantly and precisely 
described is allied to a love of exaggeration that frequently takes off into fantasy 
Here let me issue a warning that I fear will be ignored Waugh enlarges and distorts 
more than I could teach myself to expect Somewhere there is usually a molehill 
from which he fashions his mountain of embellishment and I am easier in my mind 
when I have discovered it For example, if he says that Peter Qucnncll has collapsed 
from sexual excess and it transpires that m fact Quennell had a hangover that 
morning, I am confident the whole truth is known I do see it as part of an editor’s 
job to correa errors of fact and sometimes I have done so This is emphatically not 
meant to imply that, where there is no comment, Waugh is ncccssanly entirely 
accurate Silence may mean ignorance, not consent, or someumes that labonous 
explanation would smother a harmless joke 


Inevitably a portrait of Waugh emerges He has already been the subject of a 
volume of autobiography, a biography, the dianes, a collection of essays, and several 
mtical studies and television programmes, as well as countless reviews and profiles 
More are to follow I shall not add comment on Waugh’s character except to say that 
m my opinion this version shows him to his best advantage so far In selecting 840 
letters from perhaps 4 , 500 ,1 have chosen what I found interesting or funny /have 
made no auempt to suppress anything that reflected unfavourably on Waugh or 
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an} one else, nor to shoN\ him in a sj mpathetic light When Waugh is generous ith 
money, it is included because it is an unfamiliar aspect, on the other hand, seieral 
instances of the trouble he took reading and commenting on the manuscripts of 
unknon n iiTittrs ha\ e been left out as repetitious 

This IS not a biography, so there is no attempt to co\ er e\ erything If important 
e\ ents in Waugh’s life are mentioned in dull letters, those letters ha\ e been omitted 
(There is a special case nhen a routine business note is included because it was 
written m the,^ midst of his Gilbert Pinfold hallucination The letter is not 
particularly interesting, but the fact that he could w nte it fs ) There is no attempt at 
balance - either m reflecting the number of letters he wrote in any penod or the 
people to whom he WTOte them If there are two accounts of the same event, the 
more enjojable \erston wins This has meant that some people are constantly 
elbowed aside Letters to his mother, for example, are several times supplanted bj 
livelier, more detailed accounts to his friends Quirks of taste intrude Perhaps 
others are less interested than I in suggested titles and abortive projects Laura 
Waugh w rote few letters, so those to the children at school are by Evehm Is the 
resulting picture of familj life made more vmd bj acquaintance with the children ^ 
0\ er a thousand letters to A D Peters have been rejected, do the remainder convey 
the relationship? A large problem has been the recent publication of Waugh’s 
dianes The subject matter inevitably overlaps, though less than I at first feared, 
when he is writing most letters, he tends to skimp his diary' Broadly, schooldays are - 
thoroughly covered there, almost unmentioned here, by 1948 the dianes were 
seven-eighths over, whereas a great number of the best letters were yet to come 
Nevertheless, much appears m both I have taken the vtew that this is no reason to 
leave something out - and then not quite stuck to my decision In some cases w'here 
a letter adds nothing at all to the already published version and is not of major 
importance, I have let that sway me. 

The law'y'er pointed out over 150 potentially libellous passages It is impossible to 
sav preasely how many of these were cut for that reason alone, my estimate is 
around 50 I have cut one story that was false, but possibly not libellous Leading 
what would cause unacceptable pain or embarrassment can only be a matter of 
personal judgement, but I hav e taken the harsh view that the feelings of children 
must be largely ignored, they must learn to live with the behaviour of their parents 
Two bargains were struck so one expulsion from school and one rumoured passion 
remain unmentioned In spite of all this, the overwhelming majonty of cuts have 
been made to avoid repetition and such tnv lal topics as which train to catch 

The technicalities of presentation largely follow convention Every intrusion into 
the text by me is enclosed in square brackets [ ], except for ‘Postcard’ and excisions 
which are onlv marked with the simple , as Waugh himself uses this form rarely 
His spelling is poor and has been silently corrected, except w here he draw s attention 
to It or where a name is immediately corrected in a footnote Punctuation has also 
been silcntlv supplied where necessary, but mannensms, such as a full stop instead 
of a question mark and the eccentric use of hyphens and capital letters, have been 
retained Dates are usually on the right in the onginal and vary in sty le They have 
been shifted to the left and made uniform Postsenpts, often at the head of a letter 
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\\hcn there was no room, hast been placed at the end When there was a postmark, I 
base assumed that the letter was written the da\ it w'ls posted, unless there is 
esidence to the contrarj M> troubles with dating are visible in a scattcrini: of 
question marks against the dav, month or sometimes even vear about which I am 
not confident In the few cases where Waugh tv ped, this is noted, as it also is w hen I 
have not seen the onginal or a photocopj Letters to newspapers and maga/mc-s 
remain as thej appeared Footnotes are not aimed at the expert but at a voungcr 
generation, possibly of foreigners, where page numbers are given, thev refer to the 
first Bntish edition Verv few have been deemed so celebrated as to need no 
eomment, silence is once again more likcl> to implv ignorance I have tntd to 
supply dates, oceupation, the connection w ith Waugh (if unexplained) and a phrase 
of dcscnption from him or one of his circle if it seems helpful Not all marnages arc 
mentioned, there arc more of women than of men, not because I think their sex 
good for nothing else, but because the change of name is essentia) for idcnuhcalion 


I should like to thank the Waugh familj, often personified bv Auberon Waugh, for 
help and support ofevery kind and for rarel} suggesting discretion Otherwise 1 am 
grateful in varjing degrees to everyone who answered my letters, if that sounds 
grudging I must stress that I am extremely grateful to manj of them and 
disappointed onlj by a tiny handful It seems right and perhaps useful to mention 
all those w ho were kind enough to send me letters, ev en though some hav c natural!} 
had to be omitted Father Charles Acton for letters to Lad} Acton, Sir Harold 
Acton, Professor Robin Anderson, Katharine Asquith, The Countess of Av on, the 
late Earl Baldwin of Bewdley, John Barr, Patncia Cowan for letters to Mother 
Bede, Eva Reichman for letters to Sir Max Bcerbohm, Lady Betjeman, The 
Countess of Birkenhead for letters to the late Lord Birkenhead, Madame Jacques 
Bisch (Edith de Bom), John Sparrow for letters to himself and to Sir Maurice 
Bowra, Bruce Hunter for letters to Lord Bradwell, Neville Braybrooke, Mother 
Bndget of St Mary’s Convent, Ascot, for letters to herself. Mother Ignatius and 
Mother Mercedes, William F Buckley, Junior, Noel Burditt, Robin Campbell-, 
Lady Campbell-Orde, Father Philip Caraman, Dudley Carew, Lord David Cecil' 
Edwin Chapman-Andrews, Winston Churchill for letters to Randolph Churchill' 
Marjone Somers Cocks for letters to John Somers Cocks, Deirdre Levi for letters to 
C}Til Connoll}, Bruce Cooper, Lady Diana Cooper, Anthony Curtis, Diana 
Cuthbert, Basil Davidson, The Duchess of Devonshire for letters to herselVand to 
Nancy Mitford, Lord and Lady Donaldson, Paul Doyle, John Duggan for letters 
to Alfred Duggan, Richard Eunch, Daphne Flelding, Gabnel Fielding Marea m 
FitzHerbert, Colonel Bnan Franks, Anne Fremantle, Roger Fulford 
Gadd, Milton Gendel for letters to Judy Montagu Sir Ian Gilmn. ’ r- i. 

Kcn„a„a> for iMtcrs ,o James Kennap a, Terence K.Imartm, ^char'd Kmgfen of 
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Thomas Agmew & Sons Ludosic Kenned} the late Lord Kinross, Penelope 
Fitzgerald for a letter to E V Kno\, Lad\ Pans} Lamb, Angela Lat cotk for letters 
to herself and Brigadier Latcock, James Leaser Magnus Linkiater for letters to 
Enc Linklatcr, Mar} Wall of Little Brown &. Companv for letters to Mr Kanon, 
The Countess of Longford, Peter Lunn, Lad\ Mar} L}gon, Father 
P MacCaffrc}, Anne H McCormick for a postcard to Thomas Merton, Ma} 
MacDougall for letters to John MacDougall, Ian A McKee of Methuen, Ruth 
McQuillan, Sir Philip Magnus-Allcroft, 01i\ia Manning, Frank Martin, Tom 
Maschler ,Lad} Mosley, Sir Arthur Nornngton, Michael Oakles , Sonia Orv. ell for 
letters to George Orwell, John Osborne for a letter to John Betjeman, The Earl of 
Oxford and Asquith for letters to himself and Ra}mond Asquith, Gaston Palcwski, 
The Re\crend Peter Phillips, Da\id Prsce-Joncs, Daphne Pollen for letters to 
herself and to Arthur Pollen, Anthon} Powell,J F Powers, Cvril Ra} , Dame Flora 
Robson, Lad} Sibell Rowlc} , Joan Saunders, Edward Sheehan, Muriel Spark, 
James Stem, Rc\nolds Stone, Warren Pollock for a letter to Peter Stucic} , Walter 
Taplin,Dr R-E S Tanner, A J P Ta}lor, Cnspin Tickcll, the late Lad} Walston, 
Elizabeth Wansborough, Magdalen Goffin for letters to Father Aelred Watkin, 
Alee Waugh, Auberon Waugh, Harriet W^augh, Dom Hubert \an Zeller, Mrs 
Weston Vernon for letters to P G Wodehouse, Vincent Whelan Angus Wilson, 
Douglas Woodruff for letters to himself and to Mia Woodruff, Sebastian Yorke for 
letters to Henry Yorke 

Man} others searched diligentl} but unsuccessful!}, again it was a small 
proportion who could not be bothered to look in the attic Among those who had no 
letters but gate me their time and knowledge were Lad} Agnew, John Albert, 
Datid Astor, Sir Alfred Ater, the Earl Baldwin, Neil Balfour, xMrs M J Ba}lis, 
Sybillc Bedford, Lord Blake, Lord Boothb}, Viscountess Bo}d, Viscountess 
Boyne, Alan Bnen, Tom Bums, Chnstopher Chamberlin, Lad} Mar} Qi\c, Peter 
Coate, Cathenne Corbett, Virginia Crawle} , Andrew Croft, Teresa Cuthbertson, 
Bill and Annie Da\ is, Professor Robert Murray Da\ is, Lord Derwent, Paul Doyle, 
Lad\ Mary Dunn, Thomas Dunne, Jeremy Elwes, Peter Elwes, Latinia Fleming, 
Gerrardine Fletcher, J H Flynn, Alastair Forbes, Sir John Foster, Viscountess 
Gage, Donat Gallagher, Barbara Ghika, Val Gielgud, Sir Alexander Glen, 
LawTence Gow ing, Alastair Graham, Major-General F E C Graham, Bridget 
Grant, Basil Handford, Amanda Harling, Sir Roy Harrod, Lady Hartwell, 
Arabella Heathcoat-Amory, Robert Heber-Pcrcy, Otto Herschen, Sir John 
Heygate, Peter Hiley, Heywood Hill, Anthony Hobson, Luned Jacobs, Dom 
Philip Jebb, Charlotte Joll,Hugh Kay, Jesuit Information Officer, Maunce Keen, 
Geoffrey Keating, Robert Kee, John Kennedy, Charles Kidd, Irving Kristol, Sir 
Thomas Lea, Mona Leith, Lady Amabel Lindsay, John Longe, Lady Dorothy 
Lygon, Geoffrey Lynch, Norman Mailer, Jean Miles, Raymond Mortimer, Lord 
Moyne, Sir Godfrey Nicholson, Nigel Nicolson, the Duke of Norfolk, Viscount 
Norwich, Major Murrough O’Bnen, John Onslow, Peter Quennell, Isabel 
Quigley, Lord Rennel, John Robson, Anthony Shadforth, Professor Norman 
Sherry, Stephen Spender, Sir Anthony Stormer, Martin Stannard, Margaret 
Stephens, David Stirling, Irene Surfing, Da\id Syhester, Chloe Teacher, Jessica 
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Trcuhaft, Philip To\nbcc, Hugo Vicktrs, Palmer H \\ aid, Lord \\ alston, Oscar 
Wood, Peregrine Worsthomc, Gerald orkc, John ^ orke 

Among the institutions that lent me letters or ga\ c me information the Onn crsit> 
ofTcxasssaseasih the largest contributor ssith 1,416 items \srnten b> Waugh The 
others arc Beine^ckc Librars, Yale, for a letter to Ldmund Wilson, Henrj 
W and Albert A Berg Collection, New York Public Librars, Astor, Lenox and 
Tilden Foundations, Bodleian Library, Oxford, Mugar Memorial Library of 
Boston University, Brandeis Unuersity for a letter to Joseph Heller, Written 

Archne Section of the British Broadcasting Corporation, University of Calgary fora 
letter to Mrs Ambrose Dudley , Univcrsitv of Southern California, Jacques Bar^un 
Papers, Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Columbia University, Library and 
Records Department of the Foreign OfTtcc, London Library, Mills Memorial 
Library of McMaster University, Merton College, Oxford, for a letter to Sir Max 
Beerbohm, Merton Legaev Trust for a postcard to Thomas Merton, National 
Library of Scotland for letters to Ruth McQuillan, Tate Gallery , Time-Life News 
Service, University of Tulsa, information service of the United States Lmbassy, 
London, University College, London for letters to George Onvcll and Dr 
Comfort, C G Pettcr and Joan Ryan of Univ ersity of Victoria for letters to Sir John 
Betjeman, Vogue Information Service, and Walker Art Gallery’ Where there is a 
very small amount of material I have mentioned it to limit optimistic applications 
Similarly among those who have been kind enough to allow me to quote material 
that IS not my copyright, the literary executors of Nanev Mitford, her sisters Lady 
Mosley and the Duchess of Devonshire, arc pre-eminent I am also grateful to Sir 
John and Lady Betjeman, Lady Diana Cooper, Ann Fleming, Graham Greene, 
Lady Pansy Lamb, Anthony Powell, John Wain, and the literary executors of 
Kathanne Asquith, Cy nl Connolly, Thomas Merton and Henry Yorke 

Finally it is invidious, but I think desirable, to name those to whom I am most 
deeply indebted Sir Harold Acton, Graham Greene, and the Earl of Oxford have 


vvntten many long detailed letters, Ann Fleming and Ladv Mary Lygon have 
submitted themselves to lengthy and repeated interrogation I have raided the 
books on Waugh edited by Michael Davie, Donat Gallagher and David Pryce- 
Jones, and questioned them as well Frances Donaldson’s Portrait of a Country 
Neighbour, John St John’s To the War with Waugh and Dudley Carew’s A Fragment 
of Friendship illuminate different periods of Waugh’s life Christopher Sykes has 
suffered all these things Much diligent research was done by Sarah Anderson The 
back cover drawing was brought to my attention by John Saumarcz-Smith Alan 
Bell and David Bogie made many invaluable suggestions Geoffrey Nay lor prepared 
the index and contnbuted much useful information Alex MacComiick was verv 
helpful as the House editor My mother Gaenor Amorj’ spent endless hours 

ongmals, filing, t j pmg and deep in 
Debrett Lady Dorothy Lygon, Anthony Powell, and Margaret Waugh read Ae 
inanusenpt and pointed out errors and improvements My gratitude is theirs anv 

remaining mistakes are, of course, mine ' i>cir 5 ,any 


mark amory 



Chronological Table 


1903 28 October Bom at 11 Hillfield Road, Hampstead 

1907 The Waugh family move to North End Road, Hampstead 

1910- 

1917 tieath Mount, a local day school 
1917- 

X921 Lancing College, Sussex 
1922- 

1924 Hertford College, Oxford 

1925 Schoolmaster in Wales Attempts suiade 

1926 Schoolmaster in Aston Clinton, Berkshire 

The Balance, A Yarn of the Good Old Days of Broad Trousers and High-Necked 
Jumpers, a short story published in Georgian Slones 

1927 Schoolmaster at Notting Hill, London 
Journalist on Daily Express 
Engaged to Evelyn Gardner 

1928 Rossetti, His Life and Works 
Mamage 

Decline and Fall, An Illustrated Novelette 

1929 Ev elyn Gardner leav es Waugh 

1930 Divorce 
Vile Bodies 

Labels, A Mediterranean Journal (m USA, A Bachelor Abroad) 

Conversion to Roman Catholiasm 
Ethiopia - Zanzibar 

1931 Remote People 

East and Central Africa 

First visit to the Lygon family at Madresfield 

1932 Black Mischief 

Bntish Guiana and Brazil 
•933 Return in May 

Meeting with Laura Herbert in Italy 
•934 Morocco 

Ninely-Two Days, Thi Account of a Tropical Journey through British Guiana and Port 
of Brazil 
Spitzbcrgen 
A Handful uj Dust 
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TQ35 Reporting Italian-Abj-^sinian war for Daily Mail 
Edmund Campion Jesuit and Martyr 
Jerusalem 

1936 Annulment of his marriage confirmed 
Rome - Abjssinia 
Waugh in Abyssinia 

Mr Lnieday’s Little Outing (short stones) 

1Q37 Marriage to Laura Herbert 

Move to Piers Court, Stinchcombc, Gloucestershire 

1938 Teresa born 

Scoop A Novel about Journalists 

Hungary 

Mexico 

1939 Robbery under The Lam The Mexican Objcct-I essnn 
Auberon born 

Roval Mannes 

1940 Dakar expedition 

Transfer to Commandos, Scotland 
Mary born and died 

1941 The Battle of Crete 

Return to Royal Marines and to Britain 

1942 Pul Out More Flags 
Margaret bom 

Work Suspended tsvo chapters of an unfinished no\cl 
With Commandos in Scotland and Dorset 

1943 Death of Arthur WaugTi 
Resignation from Commandos 
Granted leave to vinte 

1944 Yugoslatia with Randolph Churchill and 37'h' British Military Mission to the 
partisans 

Harriet bom 

1945 Brideshead Revisited The Sacred and Projane Memories oj Captain Charles Ryder 
Demobilized Piers Court 

1946 When the Going Was Good 
Nuremberg 

Spam 
James born 
Ireland 

United States including Holly wood 
’947 Scott-King’s Modem Europe 
Wine in Peace and War 
Ireland - Norway - Sweden - Denmark 

1948 The Loved One An Anglo-American Traeedv 
United States 
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1949 Return in Apnl 

1950 ItaU 
Septimus born 
HeUrja 

1951 Near East 

1952 Sial\ 

The Holy Places 
Men ai Arms 
Goa 

1953 Return in Februarv 

Lane Amonii the Rtitns 4 Romance of the Near Future 

1954 A oiagc to Ceilon and breakdown 

Tactical Exercise (stones pnntcd tn the United States onlj) 

Jamaica 

Death of Githcnne Wauph 

1955 OJjicers and Gentlemen 

1956 Move to Combe Florci Taunton Somerset 

1957 The Ordeal nj Gilbert Pinjold 

1958 Rhodesia 

1959 Return in Apnl 

The Life of the Right Reverend Ronald Knox 

1960 Tourist in Africa 

1961 Unconditional Surrender (in USA, The End of the Battle) 

Bntish Guiana 

1962 Return in Eebruarv 

1963 Basil Seal Rides Again, or The Rale's Regress 

1964 A Little Learning (autobiography) 

1966 Sword of Honour, the w ar tnlogv rev iscd and published in one v olumc 
VO Apnl, dies at Combe Florey 
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tTTEKSOl tVFlYNWATlGH 



To Dudley Carew, 1922 


Introduction 


EncIj-ii Arthur St John Waugh was born on 28 October 1903 While empha¬ 
sizing that he doubted its relesance, Waugh desoted the first chapter of his 
autobio^aphy to heredity His forebears came from the lowlands of Scotland, 
where they farmed In 1782 Alexander Waugh came south and made a name for 
himself as a Nonconformist preacher His son was also a clergy man but joined the 
Church of England and his grandson, Waugh’s grandfather, was a doctor - a solid 
line of educated men Waugh’s father, also called Arthur, went to Sherborne and 
New College, Oxford, before becoming a literary figure of a similarly reliable kind, 
working in almost e\ery available manner He wrote t erse, essays, biographies and 
an autobiography, he reviewed books for the Daily Telegraph , he edited the 
Nonesuch Dickens, he read manuscnpts for publishers and, as Managing Director 
of Chapman & Hall from 1902 , he published them 

In 1893 Arthur Waugh had married Cathenne Raban, who also came from a 
family whose men engaged in the professions, though in this case mainly as soldiers, 
lawjyers and civil servants In 1898 Alec was born, five years before his brother, 
there were no other children In 1907 Arthur Waugh moved to a new house in 
Hampstead (it still stands but was reallocated to Golders Green before 1922 ), and 
stayed there for twenty-six years So Eielyn’s childhood memories centre on 
Underhill, as the house was called 

They were happy memories The age gap and the fact that Alec was m the First 
World War made a barrier between the two brothers Evelyn has said, and Alec 
accepted, that they were more like nephew and uncle than brothers, but a friendly 
nephew and uncle, and so they remained Arthur Waugh preferred Alec, who 
shared his enthusiasm for cricket, his easy-going soaability, and even contrived to 
adapt his father’s role of unpretentious bterary man to the twentieth century 
Cathenne Waugh preferred Evelyn, so that he would later write ‘At the height of 
the day’s pleasure his [Arthur’s] key would turn in the front door and his voice 
w ould rise from the hall “Kay, Kay, where’s my wife and that was the end of my 
mother’s company for the evening ’’ It is agreed that she had a strong character, but 
a more detailed portrait ne\er emerges Her letters o\er the years to Evelyn are 
affectionate but mo conventional to be revealing 

From 1910 to 1917 Evelyn went daily to Heath Mount, a preparatory school of 
about sixty boys, half of whom boarded From Mav 1917 to 1921 he went to 
Lancing, chosen becausehe was a pious bov at the time and the school was ‘designed 
originally to inculcate High churchmanship’ ^ Out of the ninety-seven boys in 
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Waugh’s house at Lancing, t\%cnt>-tt\o were the sons of tlcig\mtn I k* did not go 
to Sherborne as his father and brother had done because Alec, who was asked to 
leave, had caused a furore b> writing 1 he Loom of Youth, a no\el which dealt 
with homosexuality at pubhe schools and became a eonlrosersial besl-selkr 

Waugh’s life at Lancing began in misery 'I he indulged ihirteen-jcar-old 
who had never lived away from liomc was shocked to find that people did not like 
him ‘Scholarship, skill in athletics and good looks made regimentation possible to 
bear and opened the door to popularity Now Lsclyn in those days was clc\cr but 
not a scholarship-boy, courageous but no gamcs-playcr, pleasant-featured but not 
good-looking Gradually things improsed He formed a circle of friends which 
included Hugh, later Lord, Molson, Tom Driberg, later Lord Bradwell, and 
Dudley Carew He became president of the Debating Society and editor of the 
school magazine 

His biographer reckons that in the summer of 1921 ‘He was nevertheless 
profoundly unhappy During the Easter holidays Ev cly n’s feeling for his father 

changed He fanacd that he saw through him and had discovered that the man he 
had loved and respected was a hollow sham Soon after the psvchological blow of 
losing faith in his father he received another, he lost his religious faith ’■* Waugh 
himself IS brisk with hi5 own adolescent melancholy and cy nicism 

He was constantly bored, and when on 15 July the new's came that he had won a 
scholarship to Hertford Qillcgc, Oxford, ‘I was eager to go and my father was 
showing his habitual impatience to get a task finished, in this ease my education’ * 
So he went up to Oxford in January, which was unusual Hertford was a 
‘respectable but rather dreary’ college He began quietly, but meeting Terence 
Greenidge, and through him the members of the Hypocrites Club, changed all that 
Soon many of his friends were Etonians, many were flamboyantly homosexual, 
many were spending and drinking as if there were no tomorrow It w as a brav c new 
world, far from grey Hampstead, and he elected to remain in it 

There are few letters from Lanang, but the diary provides a detailed account 
There is no Oxford diary (it was destroyed by Waugh) so the letters arc the only 
written contemporary source They leave out more than they reveal The dates arc a 
matter of guess-work, sometimes supported by replies It has been stressed that 
Waugh considered himself an artist and only turned to wriUng when he had failed 
there Nevertheless his interest in writing, particularly in technique, is strong at 
school and only graduaUy yields to other interests This impression may have been 
reinforced by the fact that his letters were largely to an aspiring writer and those 
about writing have tended to be selected 

’ Evelj n Waugh, A Little Learning, p 63 
* A Little Learning, p 96 

^Roger Fulford, ‘At Lancing’, Evelyn Waugh andhn World, 1973 
^ Chnslopher Sjkes, Evelyn Waugh, 1975 , pp 31-2 
^ A Little Learning, p i 02 ' 



To Axec Waugh^ 
[May 1914] 

Dear Alec 



Underhill, 

North End Road, 
Hampstead, N W 


I am so glad to hear j ou’ve got your firsts Congratulations 
piece of continuous prose, so I ha\ e not got much time 


I am just doing(?)a 

Ever Yours 
Evelyn 


^ Alec Waugh (1898- ) E\el>ii’s elder and onl> brother had receded his first xi cncket colours 

See Appendix of Names — 


T o Catherine W augh [Lanang ] 

[6 December 1920] 

Darling Mother, 

I ha\e just heard from father about your illness ^ I can’t say how sorry I am The 
whole day seems different We are having the concert this afternoon and I am 
hoping to see Barbara^ but it all seems meamngless now 

It was awfully kind of you to keep it from me until now I do wish I was able to 
come and see you, dear It does seem so far away Do get well quickly — I shall be 
back in ten days now 

Your very loving, 

Evelyn 

’ Catherine Waugh (died J954I had had an operation m October Sec Appendix of Names 
* Barbara Jacobs, daughter of W W Jacobs, author oiThe Monkey s Pam and manj comic stones for 
which he was paid more than any other English writer of the time except Rudj’ard Kipling Barbara was 
mamed to Alec Waugh from 1919 to 1921 


To Dudley Carew^ [Heads House, 

Oanuary 1921] Lancing College, 

Sussex ] 


My dear Carew, 

I like the idea immensely The whole conception of Jimmie and his rising out of 


7 
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ihc rur for a moment onh to sbp baclv agatn and the c%tr delightful cemcism that 
contentment ts the onl> failure is well brought out But as it stands now it is too frail 
a scaffolding to support the theme (I’m afraid Vm mixing a metaphor but 1 want to 
be sincere rather than tcchnicallx unimpeachable) I can sec it rather degenerating 
into long com ersations and descriptions of the weather 1 hat was all right just to fix 
Jimmie but it wont do for io,ooo words 

Why not make more of Rodney' The idea of his dchbcratcl} adopting Jimmie’s 
natural attitude is subtle 

'Try and bring home thoughts b> actions and incidents Don’t make ceerjthing 
said This is the inestimable value of the Cinema to novelists (don’t scoff at this as a 
cheap epigram it is really verj true) Make things happen 

What part does Jimmie’s Cambridge friend play in the show Whatever the 
temptation, for God’s sake don’t bring characters on simply to draw their characters 
and make them talk Fit them into a design You dont put teapots into a water lilv 
design because you can draw tea pots well That is - I don’t 

It IS a damn good idea Don’t spoil it out of slackness or perversitv but do M \KE 
THiTsGS HAPPEN Have a murder m cv crj chapter if }ou like but do do something 
GO TO THE CINEMA and nsk the headache 

This all seems bloody patronising and I find it, on reading it through, almost 
unreadable 

Evclv n 

P S Keep this and reproduce it m a collotype facsimile in the biographj 



’Dudley Carew(,903-' ) Journ*ltst, Waugh's first literary admirer 


Sec Appendix of Names 
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To A-RTHUR Waugh ^ Heads House, 

13 June [1921] Lanang Gjllege, 

Sussex 


Dear Father, 

Fve got the Scarljn^, all right It was put up yesterday It hardly seemed worth 
winng as it wouldn’t go before tomorrow I am a little cheered Of course it is no 
testimony to my brain — there was no serious competition — but I think it shows a 
certain capaaty for work 

Do you know at all, what MeynelF is doing with Conversion^''' I hope he 
understands that if he is printing it I can’t sell copies here I wash you could make 
this clear to him It’s awfully kind of him but I don’t think he quite sees my position 
Of course it would be delightful to ha\e copies to gi\e away 

Is there any merit in these ^crscs’-They are a bit sentimental I am afraid I don’t 
thrnk the first \ erse rs bad, is it ’ 

I ha\e written to Herberts farm asking for their terms What ought I to pay’ I 
fear Ferndownf’] would be too avilised and full of distractions If we wanted that 
sort of thing it would be cheaper and more comfortable to go to the Molsons’ ^ house 
in Lincolnshire they offered us 

Didn’t you suggest that Carew should stay with us to watch cncket’ How would 
It be if he stayed the week before I go down to Fulford® He may be staying there at 
the same time as I 

I am beginning to read a little philosophy It is rather interesting me I am going 
to start on Bergson soon Dobson’, who lives in the fourth dimension is guiding me 

The play comes offon Friday and Sunday Enclosed one of the Invitations Some 
were on handmade paper for J F ® and the elect 


Your loving 
Son 

' Arthur Waugh (1866-1943) Waugh’s father Managing Director ofChapinan& Hall See Appendix 
of Namts 

^The Scatlyn Literature Prize. 

^Probablj Sir Francis Meynell (1891-1975) Creator of the Nonesuch Press, at this time worling in 
Burns & Oates of-which his father was managing director Knighted in 1946 ‘I like >ou Meynell,’ said 
Bertrand Russell, ‘because m spite of your spats there is much of the guttersnipe in you ’ Ronald 
W QarL, Bertrand Russell 

* Conversion TheTragedy of Youth in three burlesques by Etelyn Waugh Act i School, as maiden 
aunts think It IS Act u School, as modem authors say it is Act in School, as we all know it is Theplay 
was perfbrmed with success, Waugh appearing as compere, but was not published and has not sums ed 
’Hugh Molson (1903- ) Barnster, Consenative MP for oscr twenty years. Minister of Works 

‘957-9 Created Lord Molson 1961 Known as‘Hot-lunch’ ‘A nice-natured youth with fish-like gills 
and a pompous manner of speaking ’ A L Rowsc, A Comishman at Oxford 1965 

‘Roger Fulford (190a- ) Historian President of the Liberal Party 1964-5 Arnved in the same 

house as Waugh at Lancing on the same day and so sat next to him to eat, learn and prav ‘propinquity 
makes companionship’ Later they became fnends 

’ Qaud Dobson (bom 1902) Took a science scholarship to Lincoln College, Oxford 
'John Ferguson Roxburgh (1888-1954) Sixth-form master at Lannng 1911-23, headmaster of 
Stowe 1923-49 
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To Dudley Carew 
[January 1922] 


145, North End Road, 
Goldcrs Green N W 11 


Dear Carey, 

I hope you had a cheery Christmas I am pretty full of beans fts I ha\c been 
allowed to go up to Hertford^ next term Oxford ought to be ttonderful Come up 
for a scholarship next term and have a bust with me I leave my bitterest curse upon 
Lancing Take care of the Maga7inc - it needs it also of the debating Socictj and 
tell P F ^ to get on with selling The Times, Punches and assorted rubbish in the 
librarians room I don’t know if we shall be able to fix up a week this holidays after 
all We have a long succession of guests and domestic crises 

On Fnday we are having a dinner party for Barbara’s twenty-first birthdaj 
Among others Sheila Kaye Smith ^ is coming I look forward to meeting her I haxc 
been to several shows Will Shakespeare^, Guignol and The Sign on the Door^ 
After the Guignol one always feels one is watching creditable amateurs They are 
supremely good No acting in London to touch them or playw’riting neither 

Yours 

Evelyn 

Seen John Onslow® this holidays^ 

Why the Hell haven’t you written 

' Waugh had chosen Hertford because he was not confident of winning a scholarship to New College, 
his father’s preference, and because the Hertford scholarship was worth the most - Xioo a year 

^Philip Machin followed Waugh to Hertford He became a pnvate schoolmaster at St Ronan’s near 
Worthing and a social worker 

^Sheila Kaye Smith (died 1956) Popular notelist, who according to Beterley Nichols in Twenty-fice 
called to mind ‘bobbed hair, black eyebrows and a cottage on the Sussex Downs’ 

* By Clemcnce Dane 

’By Chanmng Pollock, with Gladys Cooper 

‘John Onslow went to Sandhurst and became a major He scarcely remembered Waugh 


To Dudley Carew Hertford College, 

[Early 1922] Oxford 

Dear Carey, 


Of mj self, I hax c not much to record I am i cry shy and a little lonely still but 
gradually settlmgdown Hecllarngoingtobeimmoderatelyhappy Iwishlcouldfind 
some congenial friends I haxe at present met a gloomy scholar from some grammar 
school who talked nothing, some aristocratic New College men who talked winter 
sports and motor cars and a vociferous Carthusian who talked filth 

Hertford seems a better College than I had supposed - there are a lot of cheery 
souls besides the Lanang set There ,s far too much religion in this University 
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though and not enough brains I have little news except that I have spent an 
appalhng amount of money Write and tell me the Lancing scandal if you are not 
engaged next Brigaders^ 

Yours 

Evelyn 

' Bngadcd Divinit), the top di\isions taken together by the headmaster 


To Dudley Carew jcr, 

[Earl} 1922] Hertford College, 

Oxford 

Dear Carey, 

Did you yourself honestly think your last letter adequate If you did our 
correspondence ceases 

Love to Onslow, Pollock and Croft' 

Yours 

Evelyn 

* Colonel N A C Croft (igo6- ) Spvent five years in the Arctic, about which he has written First 
commandant of the Metropolitan Police Cadet Corps 


To Dudley Carew [Hertford College, 

[Early 1922] Oxford ] 

My dear Carey, 

Our letters crossed The one I received this morning was a little less 
unsatisfactory 

‘I am ver}' grateful indeed to the Debating Socier\ for the vote of thanks I 
cannot but feel that in my term of presidency I fell far short of the services of my 
predecessors and of my present successor, but I am sure that I can at least compete 
V ith them in the gratitude and good-v ill I bear the House ’ 

(Colonial papers please copy ) You can read that if you think necessary but its 
pretty pompous, isn’t it^ 

I am glad you are finding Longc' a good fellow I found that out last summer and 
forgot It again last term Stick to Jonslow' [John Onslow] he alone may be able to 
keep }ou wicked Don’t you go and get made a house captain you’re a pretty’ good 
ass but you’re better than that Bully’ Lux^ and for gods sake be unpleasant to 
Woodard^ Stc tltir ad astra ' 

1 don’t feel that 1 can tell you all about Oxford yet Largely because I ha\cn’t 
my self got it into full perspective All I can say is that it is immensely beaunful and 
immensely different from any thing I have seen w ntten about it except perhaps 
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‘Know you her secret none can utter’ 

I haven’t got my friends into anything like an ordered sequence yet Most of them 
are very clever but earnest Others are fools and charming I am not yet the centre of 
any group but on the fringes of many I spend most of my time with Mallowan ^ and 
his New College friends 

I am learmng to nde a bicycle - rather pleasurable and absurdly easy 
Yesterday my tutor said to me ‘Damn you you’re a scholar If you can’t show 
industry I at least have some right to expect intelligence'’ I had just translated 
Eramus as Erasmus and it was too much for his scholarly manners 

I have been trying to do a poem for the Newdigate Prize Pretty bloody rot The 
only line I’ve written so far I like at all is 

-‘Till cold and grey 

The mountains shivered and disgorged the day’ 

I spoke at the Union, not over well, the other week Still it seems to have made a 
fairly good impression They made me ‘tell’ at the last debate A job which 
necessitates sitting until half past eleven m tails, a white waistcoat and a draught to 
be followed by second-rate port, whiskey and sandwiches with the officers The 
other teller was an Earl of something, wouldn’t Sevan ^ have loved it He seemed 
quite a pleasant soul - self-assured but one can’t help that with a coronet 
There is an O L dinner tonight 

By the way speaking of O L s, what do people say of me now I have left I am vain 
enough to be interested in knowing I can’t think they waste much chanty 
Best wishes to P F , Pollock and Onslow and all that set 


Yours 

Evelyn 


PS G B S IS rather second rate 

P P'S If you read my acknowledgement of the L C D S’s courtesy read note on 
colomal papers at your own discretion It seems pompous without 

* John Longe became Governor of the Upper Nile in the Sudan 
^ The Reverend Harry Lucas, senior history master 

^ Woodard, a parson, had been Waugh’s form master Grandson of the founder of Lannng 
Max Mallowan (1904-78) Mamed to Agatha Christie Professor of Western Asiatic Archaeology, 
University of London, 1947-62 Knighted 1968 

>Emlyn Bevan (1903-72) Worked in Barclays Bank of which he was Vice-Chairman 1962-8 
Referred to as ’Buttocks’ in A Little Learning p 131 


To Tom Driberg^ 
13 February [1922] 


Hertford College, 
Oxford 


Dear Dnberg, 

Your letter this morning was just what an hungering O L wishes to receive ] 
heard from Carew and Longe and they told me nothing Thank you so much 
(a) A man once lent his country house to a young couple for their ‘honey-moon’ 




FEBRUARY ig22 / 


‘There is onl\ one stipulation I would make,’ he said, ‘and that is - do be careful of 
the breakfast ser\ ice - it’s eightecnth-centuiw Spode and has been in the family for 
years 1 wouldn’t ha\e anything happen to it for worlds ’ 

The bridegroom promised and the young couple dro\e off 
A few weeks later the two men met ‘Well, my boy, I hope you found the cottage 
quite comfortable^’ 

‘My dear fellow, I hardly know how to face you We en)oy ed ourselves immensely 
but - but - the whole breakfast service is broken’’ 

‘Good God' how did that happen-*’ 

‘Well, you see, it was like this On the first evening w-e went out into the garden 
under the moon and, feeling \ ery sentimental I tried to pick her a rose Doing this I 
stuck a thorn into my finger It wasn’t anything but it bled a little and Mary w-as 
rather fconcemed 

‘Next morning we were going to ha\e breakfast in bed and the butler was just 
bnnging it in on a tray when my wife leant oxer and said 

“How- IS your poor pnck this morning dear’” And the butler dropped the tray ’ 
(b) What wines will Princess Mary and Lascelles^ dnnk on their wedding night-* 
She w-ill open her 24 year old port and he will indulge m ader (in side her) 

I’m afraid that was rather \-ulgar But to more present matters 
I am enjoying life here xery xvell I do no work and ncxer go to Chapel As I am 
too bad to play soccer for Hertford I hax e joined a local hockey club w-ith Southxvell 
which is quite a joke There is a pleasant old world violence about the game w-hich 
appeals to me strongly 

Yesterday I heard Inge^ preach at the University Church Very witty- and 
scholarly Just what one wants at Oxford Oxford is not yet quite itself but the aged 
war-worn hero ty-pe is beginning to go doxvn It ought to be right again by the time 
you come up. I am xxell pleased with Hertford At first I thought I could not be 
happy outside New College but there are really an extremely pleasant set of men 
here The buildinp are pretty beastly 

I went to a wine with Hill^ last night He got pretty- tight I was cheery The 
others more or less sober I managed to dnnk J of a bottle of Madeira, a glass of port 
and two tumblers of ader It was xery pleasant My memories are vague but I 
distinctly remember standing in the quad and trying to quote Newbolts ‘There’s a 
breathless hush in the close tonight’ to Molson* I don’t feel the least ill after it 

Lox-e to Jacko^ 

. , Yours E A StJ W 

' Tom Dnbcrg (1905-76) Journalist and Labour MP Created Lord Bradwell 1975 See Appendix of 
Names 

^Henrj LasccUes, sixth Earl of Harewood, married Pnnccss Mart, daughter of George v, on 28 
February 1922 

’Dean Inge (1860-1954) ‘TheGloomj Dean’had been a tutor at Hertford 1889-1904 and was Dean 
ofSt Paul’s 1911-34 

■'James Hill (1902- ) became Professor of English at the Mushm Umversitj of Aligarh in India 

’ Not >et up at Oxford, but being coached for the New College scholarship examination 
‘Jack Dribcrg (1888-1946) Anthropologist Brother of Tom 
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To Dudley Carew 
[March 1922] 

From the cit} of spires to the place of steps, greeting* Well tvcll I suppose I must 
forgise )ou Carey And I shall not be in the Philippines rc'alK I am going to 
Skagarak to stay with the Maharajah ofBagdepaul with the little button on top 1 am 
told his grand Vizier has ver\ good taste in coflee 

Of my self I can say little because I am too happy One can pour out wrath and 
tears for pages but content is, at least to me, a riiorc secret and inexplicable thing 
Lease It as it is Life is good and Oxford is all that one dreams 

For yourself Now that you are again in my hands 1 must take thought It is a 
gra\e responsibility & also I feel a png now gnmg ads ice My former counsels of 
imperfection were largely wanton taunts 

Well I am learning this that one can’t fit peoples characters about Isach one is a 
design and must be completed its own way The great and only mistake in design is 
that It becomes conscntional (in passing - a wider outlook has giicn me a far larger 
realisation of Crease’s* designs I am convinced now that that man is a great artist 
Before I hung my admiration on his character & did not understand his work fully 
It IS really great Carey I am now cons meed of that) 

Well, you were made to be charming so keep on being charming but be honest 
and resersed too Be as profligate as you like but dont be a pimp - don’t be mean 
Don’t be selfconsaous Don’t be too efficient or romantic Do things because you 
want to whatever others say but don’t do things because others tell y ou not to 

You force me to be a Polonius at eighteen Well for Christs sake don’t be a 
Laertes 

There is one thing more I don’t want the Waugh spirit to go on at Lanang cien 
if It could It rose pretty suddenly - except in the house in healthy Bolshensm I 
did[n’t'] really influence Lanang for more than a term - let it die too I felt lou 
wanted that to happen by the tone of the last Magazine Well I want that to happen, 
too Let me see the next editorial unconxentional but let it have the Carev touch not 
mine Let Woodard & people think ‘Well his influence has proved as superficial as 
his nasty charaaer’ We know & one or two others Let it rest at that By the way you 
never told me if you wrote the Fishing Review did you*' It was very nice - always 
excepting that awful sentence near the beginning Thats the sort of spirit to keep up 
If anyone thinks fit to defend me don’t print it But I can’t think that they will, I 
imagine I am pretty well disliked now -as good God I deserved to be I am changing 
pretty hard and I think for the better but I am not changing in my interest for 
Lanang & all of you 


’ Franas Crease, calligrapher and an important influence -He lived 
Waugh used to walk over for tea and instruction Publications include 
■with a preface by Waugh, 1927 


Yours 
Evely n 

four miles from Lancing and 
Thirty-four Decorative Designs 
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To Tom Dr 1 berg 
Saturda} [May ' 1922] 


Underhill, 

145 North End Road, 
N W 11 


DcarDnbcrg, 

After Oxford London, and particularly Suburbia, is quite indescribably dreary 
and your letter came as a welcome interruption to the long backchat of the literary 
cliques There arc rumours that the Times Ltlerar^’ Supplement is going to cease, 
that Catherine Mansfield* is not going to die after all, that J C Squire^ has taken 
senousK to dnnk at last No news I am afraid to match your ribald chronicle It is 
sad to think of Bond propagating his spcacs ^ He should be allowed to die out O for 
a Celibacy of the pnesthood to a\ oid this multiply ing of parsons 

I en)oyed last term immeasurably and left Oxford with regret and a pocket book 
full of unpaid bills I did no work & do not propose to do any next term so I am 
trynng to Icam a little dunng the \ ac I have schools at the end of next term Betw een 
whiles I read Alice in H'onderlnnd It is an excellent book I think 

Alec has a new noxel coming out in a week or two called The Lonely Unicorn - 
xery grey & analytical 

How’ is the man Roxburgh ? I had a letter from him recently - very insolent His 
sarcasm does not carry' from Lanang to Oxford w ith ad\ antage and his brain seems 
rather inconsiderable when one is daily taught by dons of real education Sorry 
Carey is going to the dogs Still it’s better than falling in w'lth the Dick Hams^ 
crowd 

I have just purchased the Riccardi Press Shropshire Lad ~ did I tell y ou I had got 
their Rupert Brooke 

Did you see poor old Preters* failed in the scholarship exam again ^ I am sorry 
He ought to have got something 

Lox e to Lanang I was staying quite near it last week - Ditchling - and thought of 
coming over but was afraid I should not be welcome -1 always hated O L s 

Yours 

Evelyn Waugh 

' Kathenne Mansfield died in Januarj 1923 

C-Squire (1884-1958) Literary editor of the 5 raf«mfln chief critic of the Oiim-er, founder 
and editor of the Loni/onAferrufy 1919-34, a middlebrow hterarj power He wrote about fiftj books, now 
out of print Knighted in 1933 

’ The w ife of the school clergyman w'as pregnant 

* Dick Hams wras Waugh’s first house tutor ‘Such vestiges of happiness as I enjoyed dunng mj first 
term were entirelj due to Dick Hams’ A Ltule Learning p 108 He took over from his brother as 
headmaster of St Ronan’s 

’Hugh Molson was known as Preters because, when asked dunng his first term whether he was 
interested in politics, he replied, ‘Pretematurallv so ’ He was accepted at New College and became 
President of the Union before taking a firstm Law 
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To Tom Driberg Coll Herr Oxon 

[1922] 

Dear Dnberg, 

1 am so sorry that I have been so long wnttng to thank you for your letter I hope 
the merry round goes on at Lancing If you sec Flynn * and if it is not too much of a 
tnal to speak to him could you tell him that I consider it a most unfriendly act that 
he came to Oxford and didnt look me up 

I have wntten to J F and P F but neither have the manners to answer I have 
come to the conclusion that J F is thoroughly second-rate 

Life here is very beautiful Mayonnaise and punts and cider cup all day long One 
loses all ambition to be an intellectual I am reduced to writing light verse for the Jsts 
and taking politics seriously I made a very bad speech again at the Union last night 
I dont know why it is I can never think clearly in that House Did 1 show you that 
jolly Buckland ‘In Memonam’ I found in the School library^ I ha\'e made an essay 
out of It which I am hoping the Oxford fortnightly will pnnt 

Do let me most senously advise you to take to dnnk There is nothing like the 
aesthetic pleasure of being drunk and if you do it in the right way you can avoid 
being ill next day That is the greatest thing Oxford has to teach 

I haxe acquired the Riccardi Press Shropshire Lad and had it bound in quarter 
black Levant and \ parchment It looks very well Also the Florence Press Keats and 
the Vale Press Cymbeltne Preters was here for a couple of days We made him 
beautifully drunk 

There is a jolly Problem Qub run by some men at Balliol Their last competition 
was to receive the offer of the queerest job A fnend of mine - a tall thin man - won 
the pnze with the offer of being fat man in a Circus He advertised ‘Labourer 
waghing 38 stone would be glad to get light employment ’ 

The second prize went to the man who was offered the post of secretary to the 
Metropolitan of Constantinople to help him wnte a history of Coptic Chnstiamty 
If It were not for the menace of Schools at the end of term life would be almost 
perfect I am having to start work which I find agrees with me not at all Never mind 
- where there is alcohol there is hope 

I have been elected secretary of the Fox - the Hertford debating Soaety an 
onerous but not honorific post 

Please give my love to anyone at Lancmg who may remember me Are you aiding 
P F in his scheme for making the magazine entirely official I dont think its a bad 
thing How is that bloody man Woodard I hate him more and more w'lth the lapse 
of time 

Good luck to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
E A S J Waugh 

Fljnn (1903- ) Folloi^ed WaugJ, ,0 Hertford Srftoolma.tcr, then Colonial Administrator 



MAY 1922 IJ 


To Dudley Carew Coll Hert Oxon 

[31 May 1922] 

My Dear Carey, 

I hope Heinemanns comes off now that the old man ^ is dead I should think it 
will be a happy life there Perhaps you will be able to act as ambassador with my first 
book - many years ahead 

And what shall I tell jou of local interests and Oxford intelligence, who are 
standing with the world open Only that I am still content to lead my solitary and 
quiet life here I have enough friends to keep me from being lonely and not enough 
to bother me I do a little work and dream a lot I have exactly threepence in mj 
pocket and my cheques are worth only the twopenny stamp on them - but one 
muddles along 

Eights week is )ust over It was rather a bore We had a College Ball which turned 
the whole place upside down for a week end, exasperated the Scouts and ruined the 
cooking Our boat has floundered about in the third division with indifferent 
success New College are head of the nver again & will all be blind tonight - all that 
is except my friend Beadle who is serious minded 
I went the other day to coffee with some men in BNC [Brasenose College] to hear 
an Amencan revivalist of great transatlantic fame I thought he was dangerously 
near con\erting me to righteousness but like Pharoah, I steeled my heart There 
were a queer lot there - Pretty typical of Oxford A logical & fierce conxentionalist 
from Worcester, a delightful Indian with great wondering faun eyes full of 
superstition and simplicity from BNC, a well bred Roman Catholic and a few' deep- 
thinking, pipe-sucking Christians 

I spoke at the Union again the other night but not with success I )ust can’t go 
down in that House I get very nervous and find in the Isis ‘Mr Waugh appeared 
unaware of his audience’ My God 

I had a delightful adventure the other day I went out for a long and solitary w alk, 
as IS my custom, accompamed only w'lth my big stick In an obscure village miles 
a" ay I met a w'hite dog and - as is also my custom -1 addressed it w'lth courtesy It 
seemed disposed to be friendly and made ad\ ances Suddenly it saw my stick, gax e a 
great shout, leapt back about a yard with all its legs spread about, and began barking 
furiously A virago of a w'oman darted out pf the cottage and said ‘If you ’it that dog 
w ith that stick again. I’ll fetch my husband’ It was no good trying to explain There 
w as not a w itness and the dog w as evidently bent on ruimng my reputation so off I 
had to go leaving another person unjustly incensed with me Well, well 

I have begun w nting for the local press a little I have also been elected secretary' 
of the Hertford debating Soaet> - the Fox It is not an honour I coveted much but I 
can only take a compliment 

I don’t know if j ou ha\ c heard from- He is at the moment engaged in an 

adultciy with the wife of the parson he is liMng with He is most amusing about it 
all The woman seems most erotic - he is also an Anglo-Catholic I hear no news 
from Lanang Tell me anything of interest you hear Are jou going doivn there at 
all 
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What are you going to call your Verses ‘Pearls for Swine’ or ‘Clover for Cows or 
something like that? 

Sorry [for] this long & illegible letter 

Yours 

Evelyn 

' Wilbani Hanemann died in 1920 


To Dudley Carew Oxford Carlton Club 

My poor Carey, 

I am sorry too that you are ill What are you going to do ^ Of course no one in 
our class need ever starve because he can always go as a prep school master not a 
pleasant job but all roads lead to Sodom I come down on the ninth We must meet 
and discuss Nigena or Zambesiland or Nicaragua My life here has been extremely 
precarious ‘unstable equilibrium’ vide lux At present I am keeping my balance 
but I may crash[?] any moment We will then combine and run a Sadist brothel at 
Wigan 

« 

Til then your very sympathetic friend 
Evelyn 


To Dudley Carew Hertford College 

[1924] 

Dear Carey 

Give me your leave 

My dull brain was wrought with things forgotten I have been living very 
intensely the last three weeks For the last fortnight I have been nearly insane I am 
a little saner now My diary for the period is destroyed I may perhaps one day m a 
later time tell you some of the things that have happened It will make strange 
reading in the biography 

Apart from my own tragedy I have nothing to say I am greatly interested m your 
novel 

I am speaking a paper at the Union on Thursday 

1 want to go down for good but I cannot explain and my parents are obdurate 

Yours 

Evelyn Waugh 
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To Dudley Carew Hertford College 

[1924I 

Dear Carey, 

As to Oxford & myself I cannot yet explain all the things that are about me St 
John has been eating wild honey in the wilderness I do not yet know how things are 
going to end They are nearing some sort of finality One day I will tell you things to 
surpnse you and sell an edition of the biography if faithfully recorded 

Meanwhile 
Your friend 
Evelyn 




2 Early Twenties 

1924-1929 
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146 ,North End Road,N .“W.ll. 

Spe«dif«n E022. 


^ ^ ^quu, 0 

J(e 

iU\S^ 


To Patnck Kinross,io February 1928 


Introduction 


The last chapter of Waugh’s autobiography begins with the day he left Oxford It is 
entitled ‘In Which Our Hero’s Fortunes Fall Very I^w’ He had been awarded a 
bad third, though as he had arrived late he had not completed the residence 
requirements and did not trouble to do so Nor had he any idea of what he wanted to 
be 

Waugh tried many occupations in the next five years The one with which he 
most persisted - teaching - w'as the one he least considered a career He went to art 
school and deaded that he was no draughtsman He tried pnnting and was 
disappointed, hoped to become Charles Scott-Moncneffs secretary but was not 
required, thought bnefly of being a parson, wrote a novel and was told that it was no 
good, failed to complete another, was a journalist for only five weeks on the Datly 
Express and never had a line printed, applied for a ‘fantastic job about 
toothbrushes’, and enrolled in the carpentry department of the Central School of 
Ans and Crafts in Southampton Row 

Chapman & Hall had not been doing well either and his father, who had no 
pnvate income, could ill afford to keep him In any case Waugh had seen a bnghter 
■world and only returned to the comforts of Hampstead when he had to His new 
fnends, however, were not always a\ailable Alastair Graham tsent to Afnca and 
later to Greece Meanwhile, as Waugh describes m A Little Learning ‘I had m fact 
fallen in love mth an entire family and rather as Mr E M Forster describes m 
Howards End had focussed the sentiment upon the only appropriate member, an 
eighteen-year-old daughter Olivia Plunket Greene was self-conscious, given to 
intense enthusiasms, a little crazy, truth-loving and in the end, holy ’ Her brothers 
he had met at Oxford David, the younger, was ‘six foot seven inches tall, a languid 
dandy devoted to all that was fashionable’ Richard, the eldest, was ‘more piratical 
in appearance, sometimes weanng earnngs,a good man with a boat, a heathy smoker 
of dark strong tobacco, tinged, as were his siblings, with melancholy ’ Their 
mother, Gwen, niece of the theologian Baron von Hugel, ‘lived with her children, 
on terms of serene equahty’, and also became a close fnend 

So, between vnsns to Oxford and drinking a lot in London, Waugh became a 
schoolmaster, for two terms in Wales, five terms at Aston Qinton ‘I was from the 
first an obvious dud’' is his own verdict, but he was, at least to start with, a better 
master at a better school than readers of Decline and Fall might imagine The boj s 
appreaated his tolerance, were struck by his clothes and forgave his ineptitude at 
games 
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In 1928 everything seemed to come right Waugh had so far produced almost 
nothing but a long story for The Balance, published by his brother Alec, and an 
essay, The Pre-Raphaeltte Brotherhood, privately printed by Alastair Graham Now 
he brought out Rossetti m June and Decline and Fall in September The first was a 
succes d’estme, the second a best-seller as well Overnight Evelyn Waugh became a 
name that could be exploited in journalism 

In between he married Evelyn Gardner, daughter of Lady Burghclere (her father 
was dead) Waugh had written in his diary in April 1927, ‘Met such a nice girl called 
Evelyn Gardiner’ He proposed m December and the wedding was in June (Harold 
Acton was best man) They were both twenty-four but she had been engaged several 
times before and her mother understandably opposed the match Though She- 
Evelyn, as she came to be called by some, had been sharing a flat in Ebury Street 
with Pansy Pakenham, sister of the sixth Lord Longford, whom Waugh had known 
at Oxford, she was not a member of his own set Dudley Carew desenbes her as 
simple, ‘with a small up-turned nose and an engaging ingenuous manner’ ^ Nancy 
Mitford, who shared their house m Islington ^fter they were married, said they were 
like two little boys 

She-Evelyn was ill in the autumn and in the new year they decided to go on a 
Mediterranean cruise Far from being restored, at Haifa she needed a nurse and 
when they reached Port Said she had contracted pneumonia and her condition was 
cntical She recovered Back in London Waugh had started Vtle Bodies and would 
often go to stay in a country pub to wnte for the whole week On 9 July he received 
her letter saying that she had fallen in love with John Heygate, a fnend of both of 
them, and that they had become lovers There was a reconciliation and she 
promised never to see him again Withm the month she met him at a party and they 
were photographed together On i August Waugh returned to Canonbury Square 
to find It deserted The next morning he received a letter from his wife saying that 
she Mas ivith Heygate His first instinct was to file a petition for divorce, he was 
persuaded not to, but by 3 September found that for him it was the only course He 
only met his wife once again, when she was to appear before an ecclesiastical court 
that was dcading on the annulment of the mamage 

Some friends see the breakdown of his marnage as a watershed in Waugh’s life 
and found him more bitter and capncious afterwards Certainly he was miserable, 
humiliated and inconsolable for a time 

There are few letters of this period None to the Plunket Greenes survives, 
though certainly many were written, none to his wife, who ‘cannot remember his 
writing me any’ Waugh kept letters of condolence from Harold Acton, Henry 
Yorkc and Henrj Lamb 


’ A LutU Learning, p 222 
^ Th( World of Evelyn fyaugh p 42 



To Dudley Carew Barford Housed, 

[August 1924] Warwick 

Dear Carey, 

Here is an excellent cover for your book ^ I am sorry that I have been such an 
unconscionable time in prepanng it Tell your publisher to send me proofs before 
he uses it and on no account to pnnt it upon a glazed paper 

1 like four or five guineas for a cover design but have been known to take three if 
accompanied by a promise of more employment You might ask him to let me have a 
cheque as soon as he can 

Yours 

Evelyn 

’Barford House, the home ofAlastair Graham (1904- ) Described under the name Hamish Lennox 

in A Little Learning as mie fnend of my heart’, which he remained for several years He left Oxford to 
study architecture and to travel Joined the Diplomatic Service 1928-33 and later became a recluse in 
Wales Sebastian Flyte in Bndeshead Revisited is partly based on memories of this fnendship 
^Dudley Carew, The Next Comer, 1924 The coser was rejected 


To Harold Acton ^ 145 North End Road, N W 11 

[December 1924] 

Dear Harold, 

Here is a photograph of myself I do not think that it is v ery good but they offered 
to do It free so I let them, being poor 

I was sad that 1 saw so little of you when I was in Oxford It seemed impossible 
ever to find you alone There is so much that we might have discussed 

I have practically decided that it is impossible to draw in London between tube 
journeys and telephone calls and am senously considering going to live in Sussex 
With a man called James Guthrie^ who has a printmg press where he is making 
books from copper plates - an enterprise which has not been seriously attempted 
since Peter’s Blake. 

I am almost sure that you would dismiss him as ‘arty’ but quite sure that you 
would be wrong because he is doing quite sincerely what all the ‘arty’ people are 
pretending to do ^ 
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Audrey’s^ party the other night was fairly amusing There was a meeting 
between ‘Tasha’^ and her husband® and also between Julia Strachey’ and her 
father® At the end when all the dnnk had been drunk and the band was tired out 
and there was no one left but a few poor drunks like Frank Dobson^ & that monster 
Lady Duff Twisden^® - have you met her? - there suddenly arnvcd uninvited 
about a hundred of your friends - David Green“, Bryan Guinnessi^, Rosse^®, 
Waters-Welch ^ and others Brian Howard i ® was charming but the rest very, very 
silly It was the first time I had talked to Rosse at all I did not like him very much 
tho I tned to be nice to him because he was a friend of yours 

He said ‘And who are all these cunous people?’ I said that they were my friends 
‘Indeed How extraordinary, and tell me is there anyone here anyone has ever heard 
of?’ / 

I may be old-fashioned but it did not seem to me the way m which most 
noblemen I have met talked 

I went to the Laurenan Exhibition ^ ® but was much more enchanted by Woods’ ^ ’ 
Flowers Painting It is quite stereoscopic One literally had to go within a few inches 
of them to be convinced that they were painted on a flat surface and not modelled in 
wax It really was uncanny and infinitely disagreeable Did not Leonardo say, ‘He 
should be deemed the greatest artist who can most make his figures to stand out 
from the surface on which they are painted’ ? 

I lunched a httle while back with the parents of that Charles James^ ® His mother 
said that she was a close fnend of your mother’s m Chicago 

I see announcements of Longford’s mamage with Chnstine^’ I am sure you 
must have been right in thinking her ‘gravid’ Mary Somerville had formed the 
same impression 

I am engrossed in the Discourses of Sir Joshua Reynolds - also in entirely 
rewnting my bad book 

Love 

Evelyn 


' Harold Aaon (1904- ) Aesthete and author See Appendix of Names 

^ James Guthne owned and ran the Pear Tree Press from 1899 On 18 December Waugh visited the 
Guthne family but found that they used photographic methods He deaded agamst living there 
immediately and nerer worked for Guthne, but kept m touch with him 

5 Acton had written of Waugh’s woodcuts the year before ‘At last you have escaped from the influepcc 
of that nice old maid [Francis aeasc] who taught you illumination and whose drawings I have at the 
same time admired and deplored At last you arc the modem you were always intended to be ’ 

‘ Audr^ Lucas, daughter of the author E V Lucas In Apnl 1925 Waugh felt ‘largely responsible’ 
v^Xxtn became engaged to Harold Scott, 

^Natasha Mamontoff ^-as the first ofVal Gielgud’s fi\c^M\cs, 1921-5 

^ Appointed bbc dramatic director 1929 and prolific author, mainly of 

’ Juba StiaAey (1901- ) Novelist Mamed 1927-37 to Stephen Tomlm and 1952-67 to Lawrence 

^ '932, The Man on the Pur. 1951, retitled An 

'OhverSlrachev brother of Lylton 
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■‘Frank Dobson (1888-1963) Professor of Sculpture, Rojal College of Art until 1953 His bead of 
Osben Sitwell is in the Tate Gallery He painted the original curtain for Fa(adf 

"’Dufl'Smurthwaitc (1896-1938), mamed 1917-26 to Sir Roger Tws^sden *a tall dark slani-c\ed 
Englishwoman of tbirtj with a stoned past and a notable capacit> for dnnk and a stnng of admirers’ 
Carlos Baker,//frnm^irat Model for Lads Brett Ashles in Hemingwaj’s The Sim Also Rises 

'• Probibls David Plunket Greene (1904-41) Immcnselv tall brother of Olisia and so a member of 
thcfamils with which Waugh had fallen in lose He drowned himself in the lake at Shcarssatcr 

'-Brjan Guinness (1905- ) Marned to Diana Milford 1929-34 and to Elisabeth Nelson in 1936 
Succeeded as Lord Mosme in 1944 His mans publications include jsoetrv, plajs and autobiographj 
‘’Michael, Earl ofRossc( 1906-79) Roj HarrodwTOte that at Oxford,‘Pink and scrj southful, he sat 
there mamls listening Mane-Jacquehne Lancaster (cd ), Bnan Howard Poriraii of a Failure, 1968 
Mamed in 1935 Anne Mcssel, and so stepfather to the Earl of Snow don 
“Arthur W’aiers Welch, nicknamed Lulu, a rich debonair member of the Hjpoentes Qub Died 
’ 934 - 

“Bnan Howard (1905-58) Poet and impresario of the arts at Eton and Oxford A (lambojant 
homosexual, he retained his ‘outrageous’ stjle with dwindling effect An earls anti-Fasast, he joined the 
RAF in the war Committed suicide when bis loser was killed in an accident The model for Ambrose Silk 
tn Put Out More Flags he contributed a few charaaenstics to Anthony Blanche in Brideshead Revisited 
“ Mane Laurenan (1886-1956), painter 
''WniiamT Woods 

’‘His father was in the Bntish Army, his mother in Chicago society Charles James himself was a 
dress-maker and designer of hats, in whose talent Cecil Beaton belies ed 
“EdwaTd,EarlofLongford(t902-6i)marncdChnstincTrcsein 1925 They had no children and he 
was succeeded by his brother Frank 


To Catherine Waugh [Arnold House, 

[January 1925] Llanddulas, 

Denbighshire 
North Wales ] 

My Dear Mother 

Thank you for your letter which armed this morning Last night a telegram was 
telephoned up & taken by Banks’ ‘On, Waugh, On’ from Hugh Lygon^ & John 
Sutro^ 

There is a sea here & a railway & a quarry which periodically startles me with the 
most tcmfic cannonades There are three pitch pine stair cases, the floors are 
covered with very highly polished linoleum The house is on a hill with the 
perplexing result that one goes in at one door, climbs two stones & then on looking 
out of a window finds that one is on the ground floor again 

There is one sad thing After all our trouble & expense I find that I shall not be 
required to wear either football or gym shoes Do you think the shop would change 
them for some brown crepe soled shoes ^ If they will I[shall] send them back 
So far I have had nothing to do except preside at a sausage tea and say grace for it 
It IS the most cunously run school that ever I heard of No time tables nor 
syllabuses nor nothing Banks just wanders into the common room & says ‘There are 
some boys m that class room 1 think they are the first or perhaps the fourth Will 
someone go & teach them Maths or Latin or something’ and someone goes fit I go on 
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making a wood engraving Perhaps things will be more highly organised later in the 
term 

Mrs Banks is not nearly as nice as you or Lady Plunket^ In fact 1 am inclined to 
dislike her There is a partner’s son, a man called Chaplin^ who is definitely 
agreeable He used to share rooms with Jim Hill at Teddy Hall, he adores Flecker, a 
man called Gordon who is dull & wears rimless pince-nez, a new tall man called 
Watson who has been a master in Egypt & Stowe & such places, & a horror, new & 
short, called Dean with a blue chin, black teeth, bad cold, & slight cockney accent 
The boys are given cream in their tea & heaps to eat & those I have seen look quite 
decent We ate a good but teetotal dinner last night 
I will write again soon 

E 

' Headmaster of Arnold House Inexplicably referred to as Vanhomngh in A Ltitle Learning 
^'Hugh Lygon (1904-36) Second son of Earl Beauchamp and a close Oxford fnend he n-as 
president of the Hypoentes Qub when Waugh was elected His circumstances and appearance 
contnbute to Sebastian Flyte in Bndeshead Revisited 

’ John Sutro (1904- ) Oxford and lifelong fnend He revived The Cherspell for which Waugh wrote 
on the Union, ‘guide, philosopher and fnend to alt my generation, a consummate actor, mimic, 
improviser, joumalist, vocalist, pianist and gastronomist’ Harold Acton, Memoirs of an Aesthete 
* Nickname for Gwen Plunket Greene, mother of Olivia 
^ Nephew of Mr Banks 


To Harold Acton Arnold House, 

[February’ 1925] Llanddulas, 

Denbighshire, 
North Wales 

Dear Harold, 

I hav e meant to wntc to you a hundred times dunng the last three weeks but at all 
hours of the day 1 have been busied with teaching and beating and supervising 
foot ballings until when at last after dinner when all the animals were caged up and I 
at last had some peace, I have been too sad & too weary to vvnte anything 

You have probably heard that 1 found it impossible to afford living in London 
any longer and have come here as a master It is not really, I suppose, a bad school as 
schools go but It IS a sorry waste of time & energy I do not think that I am good at 
tcachi^ - at any rate 1 have not succeeded so far in getting any idea into anyone’s 
h«d The only bright moments m the day arc the times when posts are given out 
Please wntc to me and tell me all about everyone at Oxford and particularly about 
voursclf Is the new book of Poemsi published yet? 

Alastair was coming here to see me this week end and I had been looking forward 
to It immensely - yesterday a wire arrived saying that he could not come after all 
1 nat was disappointing 
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Here IS a cop> of a wood engraving I cut for Olivia- Do you like it at all ^ 
I want to wnte a book about Silenus* but shall nc\er have time 


Lo\e 

E\clyn 


Wnte to me 

' Harold Aaoa, An Indian -Isi, igai; 

^Olma Plunlct Greene (1907-55) Waugh’s lo\c for her ms at its height but she was neser in lose 
with him A Roman Catholic, she became a Marxist as well, and Its ed in a cottage on the Longleat estate 
with her mother She drank a lot and became ecccntnc, sending Waugh long ill-wTittcn letters about 
politics and religion She nc\ cr married 

^Neserwnrtcn Waugh gas e the name to the architect in Decline and Fall 


To Harold Acton [Arnold House, 

[18 Februar} 1925] Llanddulas, 

Denbighshire, 
North Wales ] 

Dear Harold, 

An Indian Ass, w'hich I had been eagerly awaiting arnved two days ago You 
must think that I ha\e, with all else, left my manners & fncndship behind that I have 
taken so long to thank you for it But indeed you cannot imagine what a time I am 
has ing There is a woeful imposition called ‘a week on duty’ svhich has at last fallen 
to my turn It means that from eight in the morning until eight at night one has 
literally no minute to spare in svhich to read a post card or visit a cabinet From eight 
at night until ten 1 sit with a blue penal correcting history essajs Last night a boy 
had wntten ‘at this time it w'as reported that James II gave birth to a son but others 
supposed that it svas conveyed to his bed in a hot svater bottle’ 

Noss at last I have stolen two minutes in svhich toJelLyouiiow much I loved & 
lose the book and hosv much I appreaate your sending them to me Most of them I 
had heard before and the) brought back many memones of a life infinitely remote I 
still hkc the lament for Adonis by far the best and next to the ‘Trepak’ & ‘Hilanty’ - 
of the new ones I like the ‘Prodigal Son’ best 

I do not think Ducksvorth has e produced it particularly well, do you ^ I prefer the 
plain cloth to the Gibbings paper but w'here was Peters drasving of the Ass ^ By the 
way hosv amusing about Peter ’ & Gosse ^ I hope he likes Sils la ^ - she is so much the 
most amusing of the family tho’ her painting is horrid - all iron bedsteads & Sickert 
I must say I think the old man is tiresome 

I want to svntc a story about Silenus - sery English & sentimental - A Falstaff 
fores er babbling o’ green fields - but shall neser have time 

I got very very drunk all alone a little time back and svas sick among some 
gooseberry bushes 1 also found a hairdresser in a tiny town called Rhyl who 
collected Austin Spare’s drawings and ssas wntmg a book about Cabbalism I am 
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growing a moustache & Itirning to smoke a pipe and ride a horse and am altogether 
quite becoming a man 


M\ love to jou, 
Dc profundis 
L 


I lease here on April and Is there anj ehance of seeing you in London 

'Peter Qucnncll (1905- ) \\rittr In 1925 aircndj a publuhcd poet and aspirinjt man of tetters 

Editor of the CornA////tJ<t5//sJne 1944-51 History Today I9SS'79 

Sir Edmund Gossc (1849-1928) Established man ol kltcrs 1 ibranan to the House of I ords 
1904-14, and from the age of scsents until his death chief restesser for the Sunday Times He had 
pronounced of Quennell, ‘1 have not met so poetical a poet since Swinburne ’ A cousin and friend of 
Arthur Waugh 

’SjKia Gossc (1881-1968) Painter, daughter of Sir Edmund 


To Henry Yorke' [Salisbury ] 

Postcard [1926] 

I have )ust fimshed reading Blindness At the risk of appeanng officious, 1 am 
impelled to write to you and tell you how scry much I like it It is extraordinary to 
me that anyone of our generation could haxe written so fine a book — and at Oxford 
of all places I am seldom there now but, if I am, may 1 look you up' 

‘Henr) Yorke (1905-75) Nos elist under the pseudonjm Hcnr> Green Blindness his first book, had 
been started svhile he was at school Sec Appendix of Names 


To Anthony Powell^ Barford House, 

[October 1927] Wanvick 


Dear Tony 

Thanks for your letter I am coming to London for a few days on Saturday 
Would It be a good thing, perhaps, to call on Duckworth on Monday I ha\e one 

other chapter and am getting near the end now Has that typist sent the second 
instalment' 


The pleasures of the country'side go on merrily, exictions, tremendous litigations 
Jout farmers shooting peoples’ dogs, and scandal about the wicked Lord 
W arwick' who no one will know except Mrs Holden 3 , because he is so full of dnnk 
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and drugs and sleeps with his secretary This is a joke I am telling ever^'one because 
I think It IS so funny, We were at the Holdens the other da> and Mrs H asked how 
Inez was and I said rather ill last time 1 saw her and living on Cachets de Fan re 
Mrs H ‘I don’t think I know the Faivres’ 

Har\ est Thanksgiving m the church I help decorate the font but the rector’s wife 
thinks my arrangement of pumpkins a little suggestive and changes it secretly 
We went to Kelmscott'* the other day I thought Miss Morris^ a most detestable 
woman I did put in some poisonous things about the mother ^ 

E 

' Anthonj Pov^ell (1905- ) No\elist He was an editor at Duckworth, which had commissioned a 

biographj of Rossetti from Waugh Sec Appendix of Names 
^Sixth Earl ofWarwick (1882-1928) 

’ Mrs Holden, an Edwardian bcautj, w as the mother of Inez Holden w horn Waugh had got to know 
and like during his bnef sta\ on the Daily Exprtst She also wrote nos els including Bom Old, Died 
Young 1932 

^ Kelmscott Manor House, bought bj William Moms in 1871 

’ Ma) Moms (1862-1938), William Moms’s daughter 

‘The comments about Jane Moms in Waugh’s Rossetti are not poisonous. 


To Harold Acton 145 North End Road, N W n 

Uanuary^ 1928] 

Dear Harold, 

Thank you ever so much for the copj of Fiie Sawi^' which reached me this 
morning I ha%c been reading them again with the utmost delight & admiration 8f 
^'ith pnde at the dedication I hope it is selling well I saw' Peter’s^ rc\icw in the 
f^em Statesman but no others I hear no reassuring new s about Holden 
What attitude are you taking up about Brian &, Robert’s^ book I want so much to 
discuss this with you 

Can you one day soon come to tea with meS: E\clyn^ and Pans\ Pakenham* at 
their lodgings in Sloanc Square’ I ha\e told them so much about sou & thc\ are 
anxious to meet you 
Peter seems well & better 

I spend most of my day in an Institute of Surgery with a leg in an clectnc o\tn 
Rossetti will be out soon The nos cl docs not get on I should so much value vour 
npinion on whether 1 am to finish it 


Best lov e 
Evelvn 

Htaiold Anon I ne Saints and an (poems), 1927 

*Prcsum»W\ Peter Qiienncll though the renew is anonvmous 

’Rnin Howjrd and Rnlicit Usron (l 90 s-^t) I he Utter was a writer, described as a shade potih, 
'CIS Uir, With a pate plump iKth tenturs face and a resiiUinp ruminant esc* in Brian lieu jrJ W auj h 
'ubscqucniU fell out wiih his noiss Oxford frwnd oser his anti-Caihiihcism A Cv/anitnc eapen, 
Ihmn smosi admiredtnwik i\ 7 he Read taOxianj lu.S Howard andlhmn planned a sinipirsiun lobe 
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called ‘Value’ to which Waugh was to contnbutc a drawing of God consisting entircl) of abstract form 
‘>et in some measure coherent and hating perhaps some slight relation to the revelation of St John the 
divine’ (Letter b> Howard ) Nothing appeared 

‘Evelyn Gardner (1903- ) Mamed to Waugh 1928-30, to Sir John Heygatc 1930-36 and to Ronald 

Nightingale in 1937 

5 Lady Pansy Pakenham (1904- ) Married 1928-60 to Henry Lamb, the painter Sister of Frank, 
and Violet, who mamed Anthony Powell She wrote many serious letters to Waugh but his to her have 
been lost 

^ Decline and Fall, 1928 


To Patrick Balfour^ 145 End Road, N W n 

[20 February 1928] 

Dear Patrick 

Thank you so much for the advertisement As soon as I see any hope from m> 
window in the Slough of Despond I will let you know 

As a matter of fact I think there will probably be an elopement quite soon 

Yours 

Evelyn 

’ Patrick Balfour (1904-76) Writer Succeeded as Lord Kinross 1939 At this time a gossip- 
columnist See Appendix of Names 


To Anthony Powell * [The Barley Mow, 

[7 Apnl 1928] Nr Wimborne, 

Dorset ] 

Dear Tony 

Thank you so much for your letter & the advance copy of Rossetti I hope my 
other letter did not sound impatient - you know how temperamental we men of 
letters arc I [think] the books appearance admirable, dont you? Cover, wrapper, 
paper illustrations all excellent I see a mispnnt or two that escaped me but they are 
purely literal & I dont think worth an errata slip I suppose that the presentation 
copies wont go out until publication You might keep an eye on the packers and see 
that they do not confuse the cards I sent Tom^ There were seven inscribed *w7th 
love’ to go to the first list, one ‘with kind regards’ to Lady Burghclere^ and a 
‘Geoffrev K Alaihca^ with kind regards’ for Geoffrey Fry It might be a bore if they 
got mixed If vou can spare one I should rather like Artwork^ to have a rev'iew copy 
1 met the editor and he said he would give it a good notice I have written to 
Sicveking? about broadcasting I think he is the man to approach 

1 set the good custom growing of publishing single short stones at 2/6 or a 
s illing Is there any chance of your doing this in vour pamphlet series? I am 

thinking out a story about a religious maniac being murdered by a tramp Called 
Advent 
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I hope the novel will be finished m a week I will send it to you as soon as it is 
typtA Sc then want to re\ ise it ^ ery thoroughly and enlarge it a bit I think at present 
It shows signs of being too short How do these novelists make their books so long 
Fm sure one could wnte any novel in the w’orld on two post cards Do you like 
‘Untoward Inadents’® as a title 

How glad I am we dropped ‘Last bom of E\ e’ now I see clown Megroz’s’ absurd 
title I am sure review ers w ould have jumped at it 

Will }ou by an} chance be at the Gamble-Carew'® alliance at Exeter^ The Sutros 
asked me to a S}nagogue I wish I could go 
B} the w ay how’ many have you pnnted of i? ^ 

Lots of lo\ e to all at Hennetta Street from me & Evelyn 

E W 

This IS such a nice pub Why dont you come to Wimbome for a w’eek end ^ 

' Tom Balston, a director of Duckworth 

* Waugh’s future mothcr-m-lavi 

^Alathea Gardner (1893-1968) Eselyn’s sister, Waugh’s future sister-tn-law In 1915 she had 
married Geoffrey Fry (1888-1960) who was pntate secretary to Stanlej Baldwin 1923-39, and created a 
baronet in 1937 

* Artwork IriKrnatwnal founded 1927 

’Lance Sieveking (1896-1972) Joined the BBCm 1924. Produced the first television play 
’In another letter to Powell, Waugh explained ‘The phrase, j ou remember, was used by the Duke of 
W'ellington in commenting on the destruction of the T urkish Fleet in time of peace at Navanno It seems 
to set the nght tone of mildlj censorious detachment ’ 

R L Megroz( 1891-1968) Journalist Published in 1928 Dcn/f Catnc/ ihePoetofHeaienm 
Earth 

*DudIcj Carew mamed Anthea Gamble, daughter of the Dean of Exeter 


To Harold Acton io Hill St, Poole 

[27 Apnl 1928] 

Thank }ou so much for your letter I am glad Rossetti reached you tho’ I w'as 
unable to insenbe it as I should hat e liked As you know I am not proud of the book 
I think It has some eloquent phrases but there are few pages I can read w ithout a 
shiver at some place or other I hav e finished the novel I think it is quite amusing I 
am at work doing illustrations for it Mat I dedicate it to you * I am at present 
staying with Henrv' Lamb^ who is painting my portrait & delivenng illuminating 
discourses to me on Cezanne E &T return to London in a few weeks & look forward 
grcatlv to seeing you again 

Love 

E 

‘ He did so 

'Hemx Lamb (1902-60) His portrait of Waugh was exhibited in 1929 
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To THE Editor of the Times Literary Supplement 
17 May 1928 

D G ROSSETTI 

Sir, - In this week’s Literary Supplement I notice with gratitude the prominence 
given to my Life of Rossetti Clearly it would be frivolous for a cntic with 
pretensions even as modest as my own to genuine aesthetic standards to attempt to 
bandy opinions with a reviewer who considers that Rossetti’s drawings ‘refine on’ 
those of Ingres, but I hope you will allow me space in which to call attention to three 
points in which your article appears to misrepresent me 

Your reviewer refers to me throughout as ‘Miss Waugh ’ My Chnstian name, I 
know, IS occasionally regarded by people of limited social expenence as belonging 
exclusively to one or other sex, but it is unnecessary to go further into my book than 
the paragraph charitably placed inside the wrapper for the guidance of unleisured 
cnucs, to find my name with its correct prefix of ‘Mr ’ Surely some such 
investigation might In merest courtesy have been taken before your reviewer 
tumbled into pnnt with such phrases as ‘a Miss of the Sixties ’ In the second place, 
she, or he, wntes ‘the “squalid” Rossetti,’ the inference of the inverted commas 
being that the phrase is my own, it is not In the third place, there is nowhere in my 
book or in any of my other wntings any statement or suggestion that could possibly 
imply, to an intelligent reader, that I prefer ‘Morris’s interminable, flaccid “gnnds” 
to the best constructed narratives in English verse ’ 

Your obedient servant, 

EVELYN ARTHUR ST JOHN WAUGH 


17a Canonbury Square, 
Islington Ni 


To Harold Acton 
[August 1928] 

Dear Harold, 

'^ank }ou so much for jour most kind letter about Decline and Fall I am glad 
to think It amused you a little Anyway I enjojed writing it which is more than I can 
sa\ about Rossetti or about Weslev with whom I am now travailing As recreation I 
am beginning a detcctn c storj full of murder & mystery ^ 

r A W bus from the comer of 

Theobalds Road, opposite the L C C school where I learned carpentry will take 

mu to us m about ten minutes If jou ask the conductor to tell you when you reach 
RTcncTs^uarc'? Canonbury Lane you will find our dilapidated 

bo ring up and propose yourself for dinner one evening soon We have very little 
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furniture at present but I am anxious to show you what we have & to have your 
advice about decorations 

We await Humdrum^ eagerly When will it be out^ 

Yours affectionately, 

Evelyn 

' No fragment of either projea surtnies 

^The Waughs, who, since their mamage, had been hMng in Harold Acton’s flat or at Underhill, had 
taken a long lease in this then cheap district 
^Novel by Harold Acton, 1928 


To Harold Acton Oare House, 

[October 1928] Marlborough 

Dear Harold, 

I am so sorry not to have written before The last three weeks have been very 
distracting with Evelyn in bed and my flat in possession of nurses & doctors We 
have got away at last and we are staying in my brother in laws house ^ in the downs 
near Marlborough m great peace & luxurj' 

I do hope Humdruvi is doing well I think I shall be able to review it for the 
Observer I w as so sorry not to do it in Vogue but my article was wntteii weeks ago, 
before it appeared 

We may be going to stay with Robert [Byron] at Savemake for a week when we 
leave here 

Meanwhile I have done no work of any kind I hope to be able to do some here 
Before I left London I went to see Chinco’s^ Vogue covers & the MadloP 
exhibition I was disappointed by the wood engravings but transported by the 
sculpture His first works I had seen except in photographs 1 was also transported 
by Orlando^ tho’ I regretted the slight Clive Bell self consciousness - the 
references to the fact of the book she is writing being a book 

I did not ‘cotton on’ to Raymond Mortimer 5 , I am afraid, but I like Reggie 
Turner^ very much indeed 

Love 
Ev eljm 

’ Oarc House, belonging to Gcoffrej Fn ■' 

"Georgio deChinco (1888-1978) Italian painter linked with the Surrealists 
■* Ansnde Maillol (1861-1944) Sculptor 
‘Rj Virginia Woolf, 1929 
’ Rasmond Mortimer (1895-1980) Litcran cntic 

''ReggicTumcr (1869-1938) Journalist and wit Lojal fnend to Oscar Wilde 



JO THE LETTERS OF EVELYN WAUGH 


To A D Peters' 17a Canonbury Square 

Dear Peters 

I wondered who was responsible for my summons to Vogue Thank you so 
much The sum of fi\e guineas was mentioned rather \aguely - I do not know 
whether this was for the article or for each thousand words It would be nice to think 
the latter Alas there was some vagueness as to whether this was a single commission 
or a more or less regular post[?] G)uld you find out about this 
Yes I shall be pleased to write ‘Wyndham Lewis stuff or any other kind of‘stuff 
that anyone will buy Do you think any paper would like an illustrated, humorous 
London letter - like the ‘Letters of Eve’ in the good day s of Fish 

I would also wnte an humorous serial called ‘Grand Young man’ dealing with the 
arnval in London of a young, handsome & incredibly wealthy marquess hitherto 
brought up in seclusion and the attempts made by various social, religious, political 
bodies & ambitious mothers to get hold of him 

I would also write a detective senal about the murder of an author rather like Alec 
Waugh 

I have both these stories fairly clear m my mind ^ 

Please fix up anything that will earn me anything - even cricket cntiasm or 
mothers welfare notes 

Yours 

Evelyn Waugh 

' Augustus Detlof Peters (1892-1973) Waugh’s literarj agent and friend for the rest of his life Often 
referred to as‘Pete’or‘Peter’ See Appendix of Names 

* Neither of them ap[>eared 


To W N Roughead* I^a Canonbury Square 

Dear Roughhead, 

I have tonight sent off the last of the Passing Show^ zrtides to Connery Chappel & 
will let you ha\e them as soon as they come back typed 

Could you get the Express to take an article on the Youngest Generation’s view of 
Religion' - very senous & Churchy I see they are doing a senes of the sort It seems 
to me that it would be so nice if we could persuade them that I personify the English 
youth mo\cment 

Has anything become of that little sketch called ‘Loyalties’ It seems to me it 
might conccivabh do for one of the weeklies - New Statesman & Nation 
Did the Strand\\V.c ‘Consequences’' 


Yours 


Ex clyn Waugh 

Decline e. Fall seems to be a best seller That ought to make journalism 
oughin t It But I find humorous articles an aw ful strain 

>W N Rnuphead (1905-75) Worked it A D Pettrs See Appendix of Names 
-•\mapa71nc demoted 10 the bnghtcr side oflifc’which ran 1915-39 


easier, 
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To Harold Acton Union Club, 

[February or March 1929] Port Said ^ 

Dear Harold, 

1 should ha\ e wniten before but I have been so worned about Evelj n & ith 
cabling bulletins to all our rclatues that I ha\e not wntten a letter since \\e started 
You ha\ e probablj heard ho^\ ill she has been Double pneumonia cntically ill for a 
fortmght 

At last she is out of danger Meanwhile of course our tnp is broken, we shall be 
here for a month,& all m> work at a standstill I hope now things are easier to start 
on anew no\el 

In spite of all reports this is an intolerably dull town Two expense e & \ er} dirty 
hotels, one brothel, a anema & this awful club where the shipping-office clerks try 
to create an Ethel M Dell gamson life b> dnnking endless ‘gin & tonic’ & talking 
about ‘the old countr)’ & ‘pukka sahibs’ 

Apart from eserj’thing else this illness has been fnghtfully e\pcnsi\e, so that we 
shall not be able to do an) more tra\ clling unless perhaps w e go to Cyprus for a 
foitnight while E^eljm recuperates Do wnte to me& tell me about ail }ou are doing 

Lo\e 

Evelyn 

I ha\ e sent off some agarettes to ) ou said to be aphrodisiac 
' The Waughs had set out on a Mediterranean cruise, intended as a belated honej-moon 


To Arthur Waugh - Union Club, 

[March 1929] Port Said 

Dear Chapman^, 

I am so sorr)’to hear of Mrs Pawley[?]’s death Who will take care of that little 
girP 

I gather my letters have been delaj ed because I keep w nting although it is hard to 
find anything to say 

E^elyn goes out for a short dnve most days & is making good progress We have 
had to give up the idea of Cyprus because ever) one warns us that there are no hotels 
on the island fit for an invalid, but are going South instead to Helwan or Heliopolis 
or Luxor - wherever m fact 1 can persuade an hotel to give me advantageous terms 
in return for commendation in my book 

I dined at the Consulate the other evening You can imagine w'hat it was like 
when I say that after dinner the consuls wnfe led the women guests from the room 
^^th [the] words ‘goodb)e darling men Keep your naughuest stones for us’ 

Alastair 2 has giv en us another £50 so we can just struggle along for another week 
or tw o I hope to get some money out of the insurance company too We nearly gave 
up Ev elyn’s policy at Chnstmas, so in some things we have been lucky 

I am so sorry to hear that you are so hard up I hope you hav e not been gambling I 
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played Boule at the Casino here the other night in the hope of making our fortunes 
but without success 

I wonder when you arc taking your holiday & where We shall be coming back 
through France in the middle of May & might join you 

Yes, I think I can promise a novcP for the autumn and a \crj' good one too 
I went to a Circus the other evening About half way through a terrific fight broke 
out Police whistles, truncheons, dust, tears, stones, fists everything except fire 
arms The Arab next to me spoke English so 1 asked what thd fight was about He 
looked blank and said that there had been no fight as far as he knew I pointed to the 
seething crowd at our feet ‘Oh that,’ he said ‘That is only the police’ 

I am so glad you like Alan^ He is very pugnaaous but I think he is kind if treated 
kindly Taghoni does make nice food doesnt he^ 

The food here is pretty bad but excellent bread & vegetables Everything except 
agarettes very expensive The very best Egyptian cigarettes cost about 5/- a 
hundred I wish I could send some back but you would have to pay so much duty 
There are 3 good bookshops but none of them sell Decline Fall There is a 
anema and a dance every Saturday I went last Saturday with the consuls harlot 
wife She opened her mouth and invited me to throw sugar into it 
Evelyns doctor is really very nice indeed 
The notices of Lambs exhibition seem rather tepid * 

Love 

E 

' Arthur Waugh -was so nicknamed He had become Chairman of Chapman & Hall in 1923 
^ Alastair Graham, who was living in Athens, came to Port Said for a few daj-s 
^ Vtle Bodies was published in 1930, but Waugh had not started writing Duckworth had rejected 
Decline and Fall on the grounds of indecency Waugh submitted it to Chapman & Hall in his father’s 
absence and it was swiftly accepted They published all his novels, but Duckworth continued to bring 
out his travel books Anthony Powell considers that the spht might not have taken place had not Gerald 
Duckworth, who was connected to Evelyn Gardner, involved himself 
^ Probably Alan HiUgarth, author of The Princess and The Peryurer 1924. 

’Henry Yorke had written ‘Lamb is having his show and there is a portrait of you, not one of his best 
things, hanging on the walls of the Leicester Gallcnes You look highly suspiaous of ev crything in it But 
there was a drawing of Evelyn which was fnghtfully good ’ 


To Harold Acton 

Easter Day [i Apnl] 1929 


Mena House Hotel, 
Pyramids, 

Cairo 


Dear Harold, 

Evelyn & I came here on Thursday I was glad to leave Port Said with all its 
assoaanons of illness This ,s a hotel ,ust under the Pyramids some miles out of 
^iro Very enormous & hideously expensive but sunny & I think a good place for 
Evelyn s recuperation There is a huge garden full of gansh flowers & improbable 
insects all rather like the final scene of a Pans review The people range from 
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exquisitelj amusing Australian mppers with sun helmets & fly w'hisks to Giiro 
demi-mondames in picture frocks - one with a pet monkey in siher harness which 
sits& fleas Its rump on the terrace 

1 spend most of my day in the bathing pool There is a magnificent negro 
swimming~instructor who recalls the rare atmosphere of Bourdon Street The 
Sphinx IS a complete fraud - a shapeless lump of masonry about as enigmatic as 
Romney Somers’ but the Tutankhamen discotenes are real works of art - of 
exquisite grace - just as fine as any thing which has sur\ ivcd of Athenian Art I ha\ e 
tried to get photographs of some of the most lo\ely things but none are published 
Instead 1 sent you some pornographica from Port Said I hope that they were not 
confiscated in the post I hope too that they did not make you pay any duty on the 
agarettes I paid it here, but I rather doubted the honesty of the tobacconist 
All the papers I open are full of photographs of your party at Lancaster Gate It 
did not cause a twinge of homesickness in cither of us but we do wish you were here 
with us to see the museum & laugh at the people in the hotel 
We lea% ehcre on the 12th & go to Malta where I hear there arc fine churches & then 
to Constantinople for alas only rw 0 days Then \ia Ragusa to Venice for another two 
days It will just gi\ c me time I suppose to sec some pictures I wish it were for 
longer Do please send us advice as to what to see in Venice in so short a time 
Remember I know nothing of Venetian painting except from what I have seen in 
London 8t the Louvre Where are the best Mantegnas or arc they in Florence'’ I 
scarcely saw anything of Naples as I was so worned about Ev clyn and so pestered by 
pimps whenever I set foot on the shore But we are visiting Naples again on the way 
home I suppose that there is no hope of your being in Florence in the middle of 
May’’ 

Alastair Visited us for two days at Port Said - a charactenstic excursion 
Please give our love to all our fnends We both look forward so much to seeing 
you again 


Love 
Evely n 

’ An Oxford contemporary, who kept up a gallant ra9adc e^ en when losing all his money on horses At 
one time kept a fiskand chip shop, later a regular major in the R A S C. 


To Henry Yorke M Tokatliyan Oteh, 

[4 May 1929] Pera, Rue Istiklal, 

Istanbul 

Dear Henry, 

Well I must say that I do think it most extraordinary to be called ‘Diggy’’, (but I 
once knew a young man called Geoffrey Biddulph who had v ery eccentnc habits as 
he had spent most of his life m James Joyce’s Dublin, he had a sister called 
Hermione who lived m sin with a genealogist who kept pet squirrels How'ever all 
this is neither here nor there ) Evelyn and I are thniled about your engagement You 
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must be mamcd at once vcr}’ obtrusively - a fashionable wedding is worth a four 
column review' in the Times Literary Supplement to a novelist It was a great sorrow 
to me that circumstances deprived us of a real wedding I have a great many ideas 
about them May I come and stage manage yours No Florentine maids or picture 
hats, I can tell you 

We are also enormously looking forward to reading y our novel it is maddening 
that I shall have to wait so long to see it I think it is hopeless trying to send it out 
There is a bottle of hair wash from Dcllaz which has been following me round the 
Mediterranean since the end of February & meanwhile I am rapidly becoming bald 
I cant remember when I wrote last but I think it was a long time ago From Cgypt 
we went to Malta, some hombly picturesque streets - cobbles & steps & even 'native 
costume’ but the fortifications were clean and sensible looking and some remarkable 
baroque churches Then we got onto the Stella Polaris again & have thrown 
ourselves into the social life of a ‘pleasure cruise’ I am a member of the Sports 
Committee w-hich is very serious indeed and Evelyn had to organise a fancy' dress 
dance I have a great rival for leadership of the bright young people in a stout 
Belgian Today he appeared on deck in a Royal Yacht Squadron cap so I know w hen 
I am beaten 

All the sailors on the ship took to seamanship late in life The Captain was a bank 
manager until a few years ago, the Purser the editor of a humorous Norw'egian 
weekly, and the First engineer taught dancing It seems very easy to be a captain 
because whenever there is any navigation to be done they hire a special pilot 

At Constantinople, we went to luncheon at the Embassy ten minutes after they 
had all sat down When I recovered consciousness I found myself completely 
surrounded by Sitwells while H E the Ambassador with gallantry &. tact of the 
corps diplomatique was making extensive & accurate quotauons from Decline £5' 
Fall to a woman next to him, having been told by a secretary that one of his guests 
had written it, & thinking it was her 

We had fun at Athens with Mark^ & Alastair [Graham] Their new hobby is to 
talk Greek with a cockney accent so it is all very much like home from home 

Mark very sweet & skittish feehng relieved of the burden of keeping up 
appearances & having temfic aflfairs in an atmosphere of garlic & Charlie Chaplin 
moustaches 

When you are married will your father make you head of all his factories and will 
you sull be poor Do come and live in Islington Will Diggy' hke me and Evelyn > 

Sachy Sitwell^ met a German on the boat who said ‘Ah you English know how to 
do your guesswork The red face tells me you like champagne, eh 


Evelyn 

intellect behind an enormous capacity for idleness and an appearance of mnocuousness ’ 

^Ltving 1929 

^htark OgtLte-Grant (,905-69) Cous,n of the Countess of Seaheld and close fnend of Nanc 
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Mitford, in ^shosc Pigeon Pte he appears as ‘The Wonderful Old Songster of Kew Green’ He Incd in 
Athens after the •tt'ar Slilful tmitatorof, for instance, Qata Butt singing‘Land of Hope and Glorj’ 

^ Sachet ercll Sit\\ ell (1897- ) Writer Succeeded his brother Osbert as baronet 1969 


To Henry Yorke 145 Nonh End Road, N W 11 

Qune 1929] 

Dear Henrj, 

I have just got back and read Living Someone told me, Harold I think, that it 
has not been getting \er> good notices Has it been done in Life and Letters yet, do 
jou know, because I want \er>’ much to say in’pnnt how enormouslj I admire it 
I reallj think that besides being a delightful book, it is an important one I admire 
so much the way you have w'ntten it - like those aluminium ribbons one stamps out 
in railway stations on penny in the slot machines The absence of all that awful thing 
they call ‘word pictures’, the way in which no appearances arc described The 
telegraphic narratne which might have been all wrong if you had used a present 
tense and is so perfectlj nght in the past Indeed I don’t sec how else you could have 
made a framew ork for the dialogue which is magnificent You seem to ha\ e invented 
an entirely new language, doing for Birmingham bom people what Singe [sic] did 
tttth Insh - making an artistic form out of a dialect so that every word is startling In 
fact I would have liked all the purpler patches eliminated - but that I know from 
expenence is the thing one cannot bear to be told It reminded me just a little of 
Opal Whitely’s Dtarj'^ 

I liked the nch people parts less than the poor and envied you the way in which 
you just stopped wnting about them any more - though I thought the Tom Tyler 
incidents brilliant—‘but it is quite true to say that there was nothing dirty in all this’ 
and ‘Dropping suddenly to be intimate’ page 147 {I’m not sure that isn’t the best 
sentence in the book ) and ‘goodness she did like it’ p 155 Another sentence I loved 
tv as ‘He spoke like he w'as sorry Lil was as she was’ 

But I mustn’t start copying out all the book because I expect that after w'nting it 
and reading it how many times in proof you know most of it well 

The thing I envied most was the w'ay you managed the plot which is oddly enough 
almost exactly the way Firbank managed his 

I thought the inadent of the courtesan and old Mr Dupret had more in it than 
you made 

I liked the way Bert wanted to go to the lavatory in the tram - in fact the vanous 
ways they talked to each other about lavatones all through 
Evelyn is well again and is going to Canonbury Square to live in my flat woth 
Nancy Mitford^ while I write a book in a pub 

I hear Robert [Byron] has beaten us all by going to India in an aeroplane which is 
die sort of success which I call tangible 

A bald Norwegian with one eye fell in love with Evelyn so we spent all the last ten 
days eating cav lar and dnnking too much champagne 

We found bills of over £200 waiting for us and each overdrawn at our banks so I 
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must write a lot quicUy I would rather fly to India The Dtrth Control Review of 

New York have asked me for an article* „ • a 

Do go and see Evelyn & Nancy - they would love it When will you be mamed, 
where** 

Love 

Evelyn 

' TAc Difln-‘920. wnitcn by a whimsical child of SIX or seven 

2 Nancy Milford (1904-73) Novelist and biographer, and close fnend of Waugh s Sec Appendix of 
Names 


[Wntten on Bristol Hotel, Cairo, paper] 

To Henry Yorke Abingdon Arms, 

[20 July ^929] Bcckley, 

Oxford 

Dear Henry, 

I was relieved to get your letter because once when I wrote a book a young man 
called Carew whom I had always liked wrote to tell me how good he thought my 
book was and I was so disgusted by his letter that 1 never could speak to him again 
without acute embarrassment and I thought perhaps my letter had had that effect 
on you well I am glad it hasn’t 

I have written 25,000 words of a novel in ten days It is rather like P G 
' Wodehouse all about bright young people I hope it will be finished by the end of 
the month & then I shall )ust have time to write another book before your party 
By the way would you like a seventeenth (or eighteenth I’m not sure) century 
water colour of the Prodigal Son which I bought m Malta for a wedding present or 
are you against ‘antiques’ & would rather have a labour saving device for the 
kitchen ** 

Nancy Mitford came & drove us to Savernake on Sunday & I formed a clear 
impression that she & Robert are secretly mamed or is that my novelists 
imagination? 

In the evenings I sit with the famous in the kitchen drinking beer I like so much 
the way they don’t mind not talking Rich people always get shy when there’s a 
silence or else they start thinking but in this public house they will all sit mute for 
five or ten minutes and then )ust go on talking at exactly the place they left off Were 
they like that at Birmingham By the way did you say what the papers said you said 
about being jolly good pals with the boys at the works & all that? (I didn’t know 
about Ld Rosebery and was rather impressed ) 

Do go and see Evelyn & Nancy I’ve just sent them some caviar so you could eat 
that 

Are you going to Bryan & Diana’s ‘ party I might go up for it if I thought there 
, would be anyone who wouldn’t be too much like the characters m my new book 
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I knov\ v-hat 50U mean about purple patches Mj new book is black with them - 
but then I li\e b\ my pen as they say and jou don’t 


\ours 

Evelyn 

Mj distinguished sentiments to jour young lady I hope she’s still firm about 
Talkies 

’Duna Muford(i9io- ) Mamed 1919-34 to Brj'an Guinness See Appendix of Names 


To Harold Acton ' The Abingdon Arms, 

Tuesday (July 1929] Beckley, 

Oxford 

Dear Harold, 

It IS sad that we nc\ er meet now How arc you > 1 was m London yesterday & the 
day before but they told me that you were away or I would have come to call I see 
your name often m the papers, reported as appeanng at parties I nearly came up 
again today for Bryan’s part)' but I feel so chained to this novel I am sure you tvill 
disapprove of it It is a welter of sex and snobbery written simply in the hope of 
selling some copies Then if it is [at] all a success I want to try and wnte something 
more senous I hat e done half of it and hope to get it finished in another three 
weeks 

It IS very peaceful here, completely uninterrupted I bought a copy of a magazine 
in Oxford because I saw your name on the cover and found that poem I particularly 
like about the bath 

I went to see Peter Quennell who seems still to be beset with quarrels ~ this time 
with Sachie Why is it I wonder that people who wnte books seem incapable of 
sanity in their personal relations (except, I hope, us) 

Do, if you ever have a spare minute between the Pnnee of Wales and Emerald 
Lady Cunard^, go and see Evelyn & Nancy in Islington They would so much like it 

I long to see more of the Media book^ and to hear your cntiasms of my 
novelette 

I hope you are not really angry with me for admiring Henry’s book 

Love 

Evelyn 

• Maud BurVe (iS7a-i948) The hostess of her time Mamed Sir Bache Cunard m 1895 Called 
herself Emerald from 1926 T thought I had never seen a more amusing-Iooling little parakeet in her 
pastel-coloured plumage’ Cecil Beaton’s Dianes ig48-sSt i 973 

^ Harold Acton’s The Last of the Medici was privatelj pnnted m 1930, published m 1932 
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To Catherine and Arthur Wauoh 
[August' 1929] 


The Ridgcvvaj, 

Shcrc, 

Guildford 


Dear Mother & Father, 

I asked Alec to tell >ou the sad & to me radicall> shocking news that Evcl>n has 
gone to live v.ith a man called He>gate' I am accordmgh filing a petition for 
divorce^ 

I am afraid that this will be a blow to >ou but I assure >ou not ncarlj as sc\crc a 
blow as It IS to me 

I am stajTjig here mth Lady Vita RusselP on m} wav to Brjan & Diana Guinness 
m Sussex. I shall be m London on Wednesdav or Thursdav M) plans arc vague 
about the flat etc 

May I come & live with you sometimes^ 

Love 

Evelyn 

Evelyns defection was preceded by no kind of quarrel or estrangement^ So far as I 
knew we were both serenely happy It must be some hereditary ttc^ Poor Baroness 
•John Hej gate (1903-76) Writer Succeeded as baronet 1940 See Appendix of Names 
* He was persuaded not to until 3 September 

’Ladj-VictonaLe\eson-Gowermarnedin 1896 Harold Russell, nephew ofthe Duke of Bedford His 
sister Elizabeth mamed Richard PlunVet Greene 

<On 9 Julj Eveljti had sent Waugh a letter declanng that she was m lore with, and the loicr of, 
Heygate There had been a reconciliation Waugh had left London on 36 Julj and returned on 1 August 
to find the house deserted The next day he receiicd a letter cxplaming that she had left him She went to 
Venice to stay with an aunt 

’Two ofEvelyn Gardner’s sisters had been drvorced 


To Harold Acton The Ridgeway, 

4 August 1929 Sjiere, 

Guildford 

A note to tell vou what you may ha\e already heard That Evelym has been pleased 
to make a cuckold of me with Heygate & that I have filed a petition for divorce 

EW 


To Harold Acton 
[September' 1929] 


^ Barford House, 
Warw ick 


My Dear Harold 

No Evelyn’s defection was preceded by no sort of quarrel or estrangement 1 
Umainly the fact that she should have chosen a ramshackle oaf like Heygate adds 
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a little to m} distress but m} reasons for dnorce arc simplj that I cannot li\c with 
anjone \\ho is a\o\\cdIy m lo%c with someone else 

E\ cr) one is talking so much nonsense on all sides of me about my affairs, that my 
wits reel Eschn’s familj &. mine join in asking me to ‘forgne’ her whatever that 
maj mean 

I am escaping to Ireland for a weeks motor racing m the hope of finding an 
honourable grav e 

I have absolutelj no plans for the future Evelyn is to live on at Canonburj 
Naturallj I have done no work at all for two months 

1 did not know it was possible to be so miserable & live but I am told that this is a 
common experience 

Love 

E 

'Acton had \tniten on 5 August Arc \ou so serj male in >our sense of possession’ lam somewhat 
astounded b> all the philandering I see around me Or is it the fact of its being Hcjgatc? Or is it due to 
quarrels and boredom’’ 


To A D Peters Knockmaroon, 

[September? 1929] Castlcknock, 

Co Dublin 

Could )ou please find out how long they want this article’ to be (the subject of 
which seems mildlj comical in my present circumstances) and w’hat they will pay I 
dont know at all mj next move but letters will be forwarded from 145 North End 
Road, N W 11 so w'lll you write there 

EW 

' The Daily Mail published his article ‘Let the Mamage Ccremonj Mean Something’ on 8 October 


To Henry Yorke The Royal George, 

[September 1929] Appledore, 

N Devon 

Dear Henry, 

I put off going abroad and came here to make a last effort at finishing my novel It 
has been infinitely difficult and is certainly the last time I shall try to make a book 
about sophisticated people It all seems to shnvel up & rot internally and I am 
relying on a sort of cumulative futility for any effect it may have All the characters 
are gossip w nters As soon as I have enough pages covered to call it a book I shall 
join Bryan & Diana [Guinness] in Pans 
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Do you & Dig share my admiration for Diana ^ She seems to me the one 
encouraging figure in this generation - particularly now she is pregnant - a great 
germinating vat of potentiality like the vats 1 saw at their brewery 

I suppose It would be absurd to suggest you coming here for a week end Mt is a 
very long )oumey and not very comfortable when you get here but it is lonely and 
there is very interesting bathing if either of you like that full of unexpected cross 
currents I can’t remember how much I told you in my letter about the details of my 
divorce - but I expect you know all about it now 

I had a harrowing time with my relatives & Evelyns The only parents to take a 
sensible line were the basement boy[Heygatc]’s who stopped his allowance, cut him 
out of their wills and said they never wanted to sec him again 

There is some odd hereditary tie m all those Gardner girls - I think it is an 
intellectual failing more than anything else My horror and detestation of the 
basement boy are unqualified There is practically no part of one that is not injured 
when a thing like this happens but naturally vanity is one of the things one is most 
generally consaous of - or so I find 

Can you suggest anything for me to do after Chnstmas for six months or so - 
preferably remunerative but that is not important - but essentially remote & 
unhterary ^ I might go and dig in Lord Redesdale’s bogus gold mine * if he would let 
me Or there is a man called Spearman^ who says I can hunt whales Do think of 
something? 


Evelyn 


P S If you hear any amusing opinions about my divorce do tell me Particularly 
from the older generation The Gardner line is that I am very ‘unforgiving’ 

P P S It IS extraordmary how homosexual people however kind & intelligent simply 
dont understand at all what one feels in this kind of case 




To A D Peters 
[1929] 

Dear Peters 


Beckley, 

Oxon 


Harper's Bazaar vsont print V,le Bodies I 
Perhaps I could carve it up into short stones > 


m afraid no one will, will they ^ 


Yours 

Evelyn Waugh 
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ToHenr\ Yorke 17A Canonbury Square 

[December' 1929] 

Dear Henry, 

You must not thinV from this address that I ha\ e gone to stay with the Heygates 
I am living at Thame at Mr FothergiU’s & expect to be here off and on until 
Chnstmas Why do not jou & Dig come for a week end (as my guests of course ) It 
would be such f^un Brj’an & Diana ha\c )ust left It is really quite comfortable 
I am so delighted to hear of jour creating a scene at a night club with the 
Heygates I ha\e decided that I ha\c gone on for too long in that fog of 
sentimentalitj' & I am going to stop hiding away from e\ eryone I was getting into a 
sort of Charlie Chaplinish Paghacci attitude to myself as the man with a tragedy in 
his life and a tender smile for children So all that must stop and one conclusion I am 
coming to is that I do not like Evelyn & that really Hcygate is about her cup of tea 
That novel about Vile Bodies is being printed off and I wnll send a copy as soon as 
I get them dreading jour verdict very much because now when anyone says they 
liked Decline £ 5 " Fall I think oh how bored they will be by Vile Bodies 
I see Hamish' & Maunce^ & I saw Harold [Acton] yesterday 
I am afraid this is all about mjself What I really set out to do was to ask after Digs 
tonsils I do hope everything was completely successful Did you go to the Bnghton 
Pageant Alex Waugh was Nelson which I think is verj' funny 
I envy you the Metropole 

Love to you both, 

Evelyn 

‘ Hamish St Qair-Erskine (1909-73) ‘An elegant and amiable joung social butterfli’ Harold Aaon, 
Nancy Milford A major in the Coldstream Guards, he vras wounded, taken prisoner, escaped and 
awarded the mc m the war Loved b> Nancj Mitford 

^Maunce Bowxa (1898-1971) Warden of Wadham College, Oxford, from 1938 Knighted in 1951 
See Appendix of Names 


To Henry and Adelaide Yorke 12 Rue de Poitiers, 

[1929] - Pans VII°™ 

Dear Henry and Dig, 

I am afraid that I am getting rather involved with things in Parts - a Russian 
woman is painting my portrait who works with a flat iron & a curry comb & things 
like that & there is a woman called Jump who I have to take about & I can’t afford a 
ticket home so that with one thing & another I must give up our Oxford expedition 
Nancy would adore to join you if Dig would act as chaperone - would that be a bore 
She leaves here on Monday We are both staying with Diana Then I go to David & 
Tamara ' 

We saw a magnificent Cizech Film called Erotikon 
Also innumerable dress shows 
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And I have eaten a lot of nice food 
1 was sich in that aeroplane 

Everyone sends lo\e, 
Evelyn 

Nancy does not expect to go to Oxford or know that I am asking so it would not 
matter if you don’t want her But if you do wnre to her at High Wycombe and I 
know It would delight her 

' Tamara Abelson mamed Da^ id Talbot Rice (1903-74) He was Professor of the Histon of Art at the 
University ofEdmburgh from 1934 
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To Hubert Knickerbocker, 9 November 1935 



Introduction 


The failure of his marriage and the success of his book changed Waugh’s life 
completely After he had lost his first wife and before he had found his second he 
had no home For eight years he stayed at the SaMlc Qub or with his parents in 
London, at pubs or with fnends in the country Alec Waugh had disco\ered the 
Easton Court Hotel near Chagford in De\on, and told Patnek Balfour, who 
introduced Waugh to it A fourteenth-century thatched farmhouse with low dark 
rooms and small windows, it was run by a young Englishman called Norman Webb 
m partnership with Mrs Postlethwaitc Cobb, an Amencan dnorcec with a bit of 
money, whom he had met in Morocco Alec Waugh says that there was a steady 
stream of bohemian wTiters and that ‘unoffiaal ladies’ were made to feel at home 
His brother used the hotel only as a cheap quiet place to get on with work, rarely 
mentioning other guests ' 

Waugh’s previous travels had been conventional, he had scarcely strayed from 
Europe or the beaten track Now he sought adventure and discomfort in Ethiopia 
(twice), British Guiana and Braril and, virtually, the North Pole These tnps were 
made almost at random, not in response to a long-felt interest in the countnes 
visited He paid for them by working as a war-correspondent in Africa and by 
^ting travel books or articles as well as novels The breakthrough of Decline and 
Pall was reinforced with eight books in the next eight years The four novels. Vile 
Bodies, 1930 (a great success). Black Mischief, 1932, A Handful of Dust, 1934, and 
Scoop, 1938, remain the most admired, but there were also four books based on his 
foreign expenences and a religious biography, Edmund Campion, 1935 Labels, A 
Mediterranean Journal, 1930, based on his delayed honeymoon, was wntten as if he 
had been alone and is actually called A Bachelor Abroad m the Amencan edition 

His conversion to Roman Catholicism in 1930 was certainly seen by Waugh as the 
most important event in his life Though it is widely asenbed to his unhappiness. 
Father D’Arcy, who instructed him, found him far from emotional ‘Evelyn never 
spoke of expenence or feelings He had come to learn and understand what we 
believe to be God’s revelation and this made talking with him an mteresting 
discussion based pnmanly on reason I have never myself met a convert who so 
strongly based his assents on truth ’' Waugh thought that he would never be able to 
marry again or have children It was by chance that he was told of a case similar to 
his own where an annulment had been granted He made enqumes, but only two 
years later started proceedings which, after many delays, achieved in 1936 the 
declaration that allowed him to marry Laura Herbert in the following year All this 
did not prev ent his falling in love in the meantime 


45 
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Accusations of snobbery arc frequentU made and, as with c\cr\ charge 
concerning motive, hard to disprove His new fame ensured that he was asked 
‘everywhere’ His new' freedom left him eager to accept His new success meant that 
money was sometimes available So he dined with Lady Cunard, though not often 
There he met Lady Diana Cooper, and formed perhaps the closest and most lasting 
of all his friendships He particularly liked worldlv, witty women who had the 
confidence not to allow' themselves to be bulbed Another such v\ as Nancy Mitford, 
who, like the Lambs, after the divorce became a friend of his rather than of his wife 
But most of all Waugh saw a new set encountered in the country at Malvern where 
he w'as learning to ride The Lygon brothers. Lord Elmlc} and Hugh, he had known 
at Oxford, in 1931 he met their sisters Ladj Lctticc, Lady Sibcll, Lady Mary and 
Lady Dorothy Once more he fell in loyc with a family, but one without its head 
The father, Earl Beauchamp, was homosexual There had been a scandal and he had 
gone into almost permanent exile that year, their mother retired to live with her 


brother So the children were left with money, youth, gaiety and freedom Their 
large house, Madresfield Court, became the nearest thing to a centre in Waugh’s 
volatile existence 

His letters to Laura are usually undated, their placing is often guesswork After 
their marnage in Apnl 1937 there are, understandably, few to anyone In 
September they moved into Piers Court in Gloucestershire and Laura had a child 
(Teresa) the next year and another (Auberon) the year after Scoop was written 
between Apnl 1937 and February 1938 with more revision than usual, and came out 
at the end of May to the now accustomed acclaim It was his fourth book to draw on 
his Ethiopian expenences, but no lack of freshness was noticed 

The earlier years are dominated by letters to the two Lygon sister, to whom he 
beeame and remained cloaeat, Mary and Dorothy, Inown at Maimie and Coote to 
most, Blondy and Poll to Waugh As the nicknames hint, they are wntten in a private 
language that is at times impenetrable Letters to Teresa Tiino^rr.o„ „ d r: wu 
D’Arc, exist but are nor available Letters to Lady P^syfeh an^tk [ 
majonty of those to Lady Diana Cooper are lost ^ ^ 


Martin D’Arcy sj, ‘The Rehgion of Evelyn Waugh’, Evelym Waugh and hts World 



Pans 


To A D Peters 
[1929] 

Yes, I wall ccrtamh do^ofirt Bulf s article I heard an interesting story the other 
evening from a Russian refugee but it occurs to me that a paper as Bntish isJB 
might not want this Gjuld you nng them up and gne them the choice of that or 
a humorous confession of my own life called ‘a career founded by drink’ or 
something like that desenbing how I was sated from being a successful school¬ 
master by a lapse into drunkenness & drnen into authorship I think I could make 
that funny 

I should also lote to do some more for the Mail Would they like (i) ‘the Truth 
about Port Said’ desenbing my t isit there hoping to discoter a sink of iniquity and 
finding a sort of Bournemouth (funny) or (2) an article of English Night Life 
contrasting it with Pans all to the adtamage of London saying how much zest 
DORA' adds to dissipation (funny) or (3) an article on Superstitions pointing out 
how people who think themseUcs enlightened & free thinkers are far more 
superstitious than religious people (more or less senous) or (4) ‘Why people become 
authors’ (satincal but rather senous) or (5) ‘They do it better in France( ^)’ pointing 
out the number of supenor refinementsBc comforts London has to offer o\ er Pans or 
(6) ‘Comfort in Traselling’ about the sort of snobbery which makes the English, in 
their terror of being thought tounsts, go through every sort of agony & dirt 

I return at the end of the week Could you let me know any news of these 
suggestions to 145 North End Road 

A hug& kisses to ‘Roughhead’ 

Evelyn W 

' Defence of the Realm Act imposed regulations on dnnking hours 


To A D Peters Barford House, 

t'929] Warwick 

Here is the JoAn 5m// story Will they mind it being m handwnting? 

Could you ask them to send proofs to this address 

Love to ‘Roughhead’ 

E W 
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Another subject foi possible article The change that has tome otcr snobbers about 
countij 8u town hospitalits In Thackciaj’s time there are continual jokes about 
people w'ho think filends good enough to know in the eountrj hut tuf when the} 
come to town Lately 1 heard a hostess sa\ about someone, that she didn’t mind 
knowing him in London but didn’t care to see him in the countr) Would anj paper 
like that bright thought' 

To A D Peters Barford House, 

[9 November 1929] Warwick 

Postcard 

I wall deliver the Daily the Harper s Bazaar arUL\ci,h\ the end of the week I 
will do as many illustrations as H B like to pa\ for Will \ ou find out from the art 
editor si/e& price thewae if jou arc having an\ casual chat with editors of daih 
papers will you tell them that I am tmeutgatnig 'emigration' conditions on my oirn 
Jan~March mill accept comniissions to write about n 

Love to Roughhead 
E W 


[November' 1929] 145 North Lnd Road, N W u 

Postcard 

I have left Barford so could you please let me know about the Harper s illustrations 
at this address 

By the way I am rather staiving Do jou think that amiable Miss Revnolds* 

would give me £50 or so in advance' 

Ev el} n W 

' Miss Jojee Re)nolds was an editor of Harper s Bazaar until the war 


To Max Beerbohm^ 

[1929] 


145 North End Road, N W 11 


Dear Ml Beeibohm, 

How very kind indeed of you to write to me 

Of course I could not expect to be recognized from one crowded meetinR& it w-as 
s.mph hero worship which impelled me to claim your aequa.ntaner ^ 

am more proud of} our kind reference to m} wTiting than of all the sales 
Mj father sends you his wai m regards 


' Max Beerbohm (1872-1956) Wit 


dandr, writer and cartoonist 


Youisv sincerely 
Evelvn Waugh 

Knighted in 1939 
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To Harold Acton 
[23januan J930] 

Postcard 

I ha\e just read Brothers £ 5 * Sisters^ through twice & think it magnificcntlj 
humorous and well managed Do tr\ it again & tell me what sou think 

Es cl)TI 

' 1 Compion-Bumctt Brothm and Sium 1929 


In a Souvenir Programme for the New Theatre, Oxford 
zSFcbruarj 1930 


RECOMMENDATION 
to those who wish to presersc Ovford 

Gentlemen, 

You tell me s ou are going to act a pla\ in order to presen. c Ovford and I w ish you 
eserj success for your performance But will you, before it is loo late, allow one who, 
like yourselves, has suffered the rigours and asperities of Oxford education, to 
'Suggest an alternative means of cmploving the ample funds which, 1 am confident, 
>ou Will collca' If It IS a question of‘Amenities’, would it not be better to pursue a 
policy less ofPresenation than of judicious destruction' A very small expenditure 
on dvnamitc should be enough to rid us for ever of the clock tower at Carfax, the 
Town Hall, the Indian Institute, the High Street front of Onel, the Holywell front 
of New College and the whole of Hertford, thus changing Oxford from a 
comparatively ugly aty to a comparatively beautiful one All that is then necessary 
IS to isolate it from through traffic by the destruction of Folly and Magdalen Badges 
Magdalen Bridge is a pretty structure and its total demolition is unnecessary , one 
arch would be enough It could then stand like the bridge at Avignon pointing 
across an impassable gulf to the Moms Works and the Boer War Memonal and 
Oxford could lapse into repose, undisturbed except for the brawling of the dons * 

Your obedient servant, 

EVELYN WAUGH 

' Henrj Yorke in a letter, ig March 1929 to Waugh [Robert Bjron} has pubhshed in the 
Architectural Revietp b> far the most amusing article he’s eser done, sajnng that the Oxford Preservanon 
Fund ought not to preserve but demolish every building Ruskin put up in the town, and anj-thing he 
^ smiled on as well ’ 


To A D Peters Pakenham Hall, 

[12 September 1930] Castlepollard, 

Postcard Westmeath 

I want very much to go to Abyssinia' for the coronation of the Emperor Could you 
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get a paper to send me as special conespondent If needs be I could pa} i m} 
expenses 1 think 1 am going an}\\a} 

L\el}n Waugh 

P S This IS a serious suggestion 

> Waugh knew nothing of Ethiopia He wanted to travel and one evening Alavtair Graham suggeited 
this expedition 


To Tom Driberg 

[September 1930] 


At 


145 North End Road, 
Hampstead 

My Dear Tom 

Someone ,old that jour b,g brother mo Abjss.n,n K ,h,s „uc bccnu^c, .f», 

t»,U you pve me a letter to h,m = I go Add,, Ababa net month far the coronation 

and ,hould like very much to find someone there «ho „ill help me ,n get put into 
prison 

How ate you> Why no, ring ups, suggest a meal sometime 
Chnsne°“ “ Mallowan an old school chum of ours, has married Agatha 

I missed you at Renishaw^ by onlj a few da}s 


^Home of the Sitwells 


To W N Roughead 
[September 1930] 


Dear Roughy 

Tell those Americans not 
inclined to - not before 


to be bores' I 


shall send them 


Rolls Park 

Chigwell, 

Essex 


my book when I feel 


not such a frantic"hm!^'Tha^“ laziness There i> 

I ob,ee, strongly _ ^ - aa the cables arc charged to me 


Best wishes for the ju jitsu season 
Evelyn 


Home of Sir Alexander Spearman 
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To Henry YorKE Hotel de France, 

[No\ ember 1930] Addis Ababa 

Dear Henrj, 

1 don’t know when jou will get this card Posts are incalculable and 
correspondence is alw aj s liable to destruction b\ go\ ernment or diplomatic agents 
Life here is inconccir able - quite enough to cure an) one of that English feeling that 
there IS something attracts c& amusing about disorder Bur no part of the world can 
beren foreign after Westmeath This morning we all spent in Church from 6 30-12 
with interminable Coptic liturg) being sung I wish )ou could base watched, as I 
did, the Duke of Gloucester' sitting it out dressed up as colonel to Hussars Public 
castration which is the usual punishment foi most infringements of law has been 
stopped until the departure of the distinguished \ isitors I ha\ e rarel) seen anything 
so h\stencal as the British legation all this last week - or so incompetent to cope 
with their duties A half-baked consul called Barton - is minister Irene Ra\cnsdalc^ 
& Charles Drage['] arc the onl) possible people in the town I go to \er) stiff 
diplomatic parties where I am approached b) colonial go\ernors who in\ariably 
begin ‘1 sa) Waugh I hope )ou aren’t going to saj an) thing about that muddle this 
morning ’ 1 don’t know when 1 shall return Not before Chnstmas I think I go 
on to Zanzibar as soon as the rams ['] arc o\ er Please gi\ e m) lo\ e to all our friends 
I long to hear all )our scandal I ha\e not e\cn Patrick’s column'* to keep me in 
touch with acquaintances I’\ e seen no newspapers since I left Love to Dig 

E\clyn 

'DuleofGlouccster(i9oo-i974) Unde of Elizabeth ii 
Sir Sidnc} Barton (1876-1946) En\oj Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to Ab\ssinia 
'929-37 

' Lad j Rat cnsdale (1896-1960) Daughter of first Marquess Curzon 

* Mr Gossip in the Daily Sketch 


To Catherine and Arthur Waugh Grand Hotel Continental 

16 November 1930 Dire-Daoua, 

Abyssinia 

Dear Mother & Father, 

I am stopping the night here - Dire-Daoua - on my way to Harar for a few days I 
3 m not sorry to have left Addis Irene Ravensdale left me this morning for 
Khartoum & I goon alone with two native servants It is a 2 days ride to Harar You 
w ill see a railway marked there on the map but that is one of the many cartographical 
jokes of the country When 1 get there I sleep three nights in a tent m the consulate 
garden I leav e here again 22nd sailing from Djibouti 25th for Zanzibar I am going 
Up With a very' decent German called Baron Von Plesen who was one of the special 
mission for the coronation How dutiful I am to tell you all this I expect to be back 
about Jan loth I will keep you informed of my mov ements I have the plot of a first 
rate nov el 
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I went to Dcbia Libanos for a night with a bogus American professor' It vas not 
a monastery in the Western sense All the monks had mistiesscsA. children & most of 
them earned rifles & swords None of them went to Church All this trip is 
interesting me cnoimously I think it is monej well spent As a matter of fact now 
I’ve left Addis It isn’t costing verj much M> two screams together onl> cost me 
about seven shillings a week 1 ha\c collected a gieat manj Abjssinian paintings of 
little merit 


Best lose 
Ee clj n 

• Professor Thomas Whittcmorc Leading authonis on B>7anfinc art friend of Henrj James 


To Patrick Balfour 
[i2july 1931] 


145, North End Road, N W 11 


Dear Patrick 

«f August The address is 

Pakenham Hall, Castlepollard, Westmeath The station ,s Mull,near 
I gave Betjeman' those photographs 

WednL 7 a 7 !”■“ Lasandou on 

resTatr„.sV,h''aM/T’“’“' Mul">a,son so much worse than all other 

restaurants,!, that is where we spend every evening 

h.ppTconcrs"on"”'"'‘ - great deal of work but I hope to bring tt to a 

HazeP got so drunk at a cocktail party 

whTershowsX^ an exhibition of pictures sold them all on the first day 

There was a „mm' „r 7 ", take to painting 
about Gentlemen in thTn"/ out my clothes There tvas an article by you 

Dourcjenuemen ntheDfn/j;£Arj)r«5 Arthur Waugh thought it unon^nal 

think wiXrrwhvF^ Lound« ?] but I went to some Rothschilds’ and who do you 

I am quite losing the use of the pen '' 

I met a pretty heiress called Lorraine Beirv^ WpU t i j 

marry her because it wnnld Loiv, i ^ mean to say why dont you 

BeS “ titughter dead Baron Buckland of 

Gloomy Beamcet gave a great banquet for Harman* a, ,11 ,1, i 

frightening ones just eight years older than ^ 

said Tm sure Miss Harman kn^s elfel C "n^ hT "" 
afterwards said ‘Well wie haven’t hr,A round like royalty & 

Bab> ^ wasnt at that ^ soT«^ ^have we’ And 

Howard de Walden’s and there sh a ^ hut Hannan met Baby at Lady 
Wanda ‘ ^Baby that now Bab> thinL'sjS aTweet'g.H ‘ 
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Man Palvcnham*^ is offcnng 5-1 on the weddings: not finding many takers I 
pretend to ha^e schemes up m\ slec\c but I ha\cnt anj ically I )ust trust m god 
When Hazel was so tight she asked cserjonc in the room to luncheon next daj at 
three o’clock 

Freddy Birkenhead Fumcaux as w as, is m lo\ e w ith Georgia' * & she likes that 

And I took Father d’Arej' to luncheon at the Ritzs: there he saw Hamish' ’ with 
Susan Carnegie so that shocked him so then Wanda cames. kissed me a lot and that 
shocked him 

One good thing about London is after all one doesnt sec Winter’ ® or anjonc like 
that 

I got a letter from Gerald Wellcslej ” saying he was at Calais & would I lunch 
with him - too late 

Doreen JesseH^Sc George KatanH’ alone together at Malmaison last night 
Caught Gloomj B recenilj with gigolo 

Caught Daxid Cecil secretly with Mary Pakenham I think that is a case 
I was sick the other night 

Now I am going to stay with Ccal Beaton^^ m the country & Lady Colefax^^ w'lll 
be there 

Shops dont seem to want Firbank 

Veronica Blackwoodgave black eye to Hamish Erskine 
Nancy Mu says she will marry Erskine yet Erskine says no 
Sutro behav cd monstrously in deep and complicated intrigues o\ er Catholic club 
named Unicom and has done himself much damage in highly % alued Sykes-Elwcs 
connexion 

DaNid Greene has come back no money bad clap like Hans very sorry for himself 
also he has diabetes 

Harman says Goldsmith^® could come to Libera will he” Scherhoff^’ still in 
London not Birmingham [ ” ] )ob losing support Yorkes 

I am going to call the African book ‘They Were Still Danang’ because those are 
the first words of it 

Robert IS hated by D Guinness now 

B Guinness has wntten poem and Powell, author of Afternoon Men has got him 
to pay to publish them I mean think of it it is bad enough having to wnte for cash but 
to pay to wnte were madness 
Alexander is off to Borneo with an Amencan girl 
Mary Erskine^ ’ is sunk very low now 

Yrs 

^ Evelyn 

* John Betjeman (1906- ) Knighted in 1969 Poet Laureate since 1972 See Appendix of Names 

^ Frank Pakenham (1905- ) Pohticun and author Mamed Elizabeth Harman in November 1931 
Succeeded his brother as Earl of Longford in 1961 

^ Hazel Martjn (1897-1935) An Amencan, she had mamed Sir John Laverj in 1910 The colleen 
fnth harp and shav .1 on the Irish pound notes was dra'wn from her 

* Lord Berners (1883-1950) Composer, painter and wnter 

’John Foster (1904- ) Fellov. of All Souls 1924 Conservatite mp 1945-74 QC 1950 Knighted in 

19^4- 
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‘■Lorraine Berrv, daughter of Hcnr> ScMnourBciT}, who was created Urd BucUand of nwich 
’Beatrice Macka>, ntamed to Nico Jungman 1900-1918. was the mother of Teresa and Zita boon 

after the war she mamed Richard Guinness Died 194^ 

•Elizabeth Harman (1906- ) Histonan 

■> Teresa Jungman (1907- ) A dcsout Roman Catholic and a Bright Young Thing Waugh was m 
love with her, as were many others As she was Dutch and resisted his advances, became to use the word 
Dutch’ to mean inconvenient or awkward 
'“Marghenta van Raalte(1890-1974) mamed Lord Howard dc Walden in 1912 
"Lord David Ceal (1902- ) Writer and Oxford don Publications include Af, The Stricken 
Deer and Hardy the Novelist 

'’Wanda Holden was married to Charles Baillic-Hamilton, Conservative vtP 1929-39 Elizabeth 
Harman had never met her Perhaps the onginal of Soma Digbv-Vanc-Trumpmgton 

’^Ladj Mary Pakenham (1907- ) Writer Sister of hrank. Pansy and Violet Mamed 1939-43 

Meyscy Cbve 

"Earl of Birkenhead {1907-75) Biographer of, among others, Kipling and F E Smith Had 
succeeded to the title the year before 

'•Georgia Doble (died 1980) A Canadian who had mamed Sachcvcrcll Sitwell in 1925 

Father Martin D’Arcy (1888-1977) The Master of Campion Hall, Oxford, 1932-45 Provincial of 
English Province of SoCTCty of Jesus 1945-50 lastructcd Waugh 
' ’ Hamish St Qair-Erskmc 

'•Keith Winter had published a novel. Other Men’s Saucers He had a red shirt with white spots and 
when visitors amved Waugh shouted up to his window, ‘Winter, come out on the balcony and show 
these visitors your shirt ’ Alec Waugh, y 4 Year to Rememher, 1975 He was to have written the script for 
the projeaed Hollywood film of Bndeshead Revisited in 1947 

Gerald Wellesley (1885-1972) SucceedcdasDukcof Wellington in 1943 
’“Doreen Jessel (1909- ) SisterofTeddyJesscl,mamed Sir Geoffrey Agnew in 1934 Shchassaid 
there could have been no question of her dining alone at this time with George Canavi 

George Cattavi worked in the Egy pnan embassy, knew Proust and wrote several books on him 
’’Cecil Beaton (1904-1980) Photographer, theatrical dcsignerand wnter Waugh stuck pins into him 
at their pnvate school m 1914 ‘The tears on his long eyelashes used to provoke the sadism of youth ’ 
Little Learning, p 90 Knighted 1972 

’•Sybil Halsey (died 1950) Mamed Sir Arthur Colefax in 1901 Hostess ‘Although an insatiable 
appetite for life and a corresponding rcluaance to suffer the smallest twinge of boredom might 
momenunly occlude a great natural kindliness her gift for creating an atmosphere of intelligent 
pleasure was among the most eminent of her time,’ Times obituary Started successful decorating 
business in 1936 

’•Veronica Blackwood (1910- ) Sister of the Marquis of Duffenn and Ava Mamed to Anthony 
(Roger) Hornby 1931-40 

” Freya Sykes, sister of Christopher, mamed Sir Richard Elwes in 1926 Both families were Roman 
Catholics 

’• Sir Henry d’Avjgdor-Goldsmid (1909-76) Conservative mp 1955-74 
’ ’ George Shuchoff, a German friend from Oxford, had stayed with Henry Yorke m Januarv 
’• Remote People appeared as They Were Still Dancing in the United States 
’‘'Presumably Robert Byron and Diana Guinness 
In fact Tom Balston of Duckworth accepted various commissioned volumes referred to by 
Constant Lambert as ‘Poor Poems by Rich Poets’ 

'Lady Mary Erskinc (1912- ) Sister of Hamish Mamed 1933-44 to Phihp Dunn, 1946-59 to 
Robin Campbell, 1962-9 to Charles McCabe and 1969 until his death to Philip Dunn again, who had 
meanwhile succeeded as second baronet ‘She was then eighteen years old and looked like a pretty and 
impertinent schoolgirl dressed up in her mother’s clothes ’ Daphne Fielding in Mercuo Presides 
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ToHenr\ YorKE ChezM leCure, 

[Summer 1931] Cabns, 

Pres de Grasse, 
Alpes Mantimes 

Dear}' Henry, 

Gmadel on whenever you hhe Do engage a room for me & let me know the 
address of the hotel so that I can make arrangements 

I shall probably be there awaiting you I got claustrophobia in the Nina^- 
Maugham^ milieu and so came here into the hills where I am living in great 
discomfort with a crazy priest He talks very fluently about wars all the time - 
sometimes the last one and sometimes the next I never quite know which he means 
Lloyd George is responsible for both apparently 

Patnck^ fell into bad company at the sea-side 

I am finishing that very dull travel book'* & shall soon begin on a novel which is 
genuinely exating for me 

I know what you must feel about your office I have a corresponding longing for 
some kind of routine in my life 

How well do } ou speak French ^ I can’t say anything at all 

Love to you both, 

E 

‘Countess of Seafield (1906-6^) Cynl Connolly wrote of her twenty years later, ‘She has red hair, 
blue ej-es, an attractive stubby figure, a lovely slammer and a gasping kind of speech ’ 

^ Somerset Maugham (1874-1965) He had a house, the Villa Mauresque, at Cap Ferrat 

* Patrick Balfour Hts father had paid his debts on condition that he resign as Mr Gossip of the Daily 
Sketch 

* Remote People, 1931 In the United Sutes They tVere Still Dancing, 1932 


To Henry Yorke 

[Summer 1931] [Villefranche] 

Dear Henry, 

I hav e dragged Patnek aw'ay from Mont Pamasse and we are at present staying at 
the Welcome at Villefranche 

I look forward so much to your coming to St Tropez When you w-nte for rooms 
do book one for me - a large one if possible 1 hope those fine Misses Ruth\ en ‘ (') 
sire coming too The distnet is full of chums, Connolly^, Aldous H^, Will} 
Maugham, Nina, Eddie S-West^, Alex Waugh, etc I meant to do work but it is all 
V cry gay and we bathe a lot and get sleepy 
Do write and tell us some gossip 
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We are going to live on an island at the end of the week but this address will be 

Welcome Hotel 

Villefranche sur Mer 
Alpes maritimes 

An awful afternoon man called Keith Winter has arn\cd Also Godfrey Wjnne 
also Tennyson Jesse^ - too literary by half 

Will It make Dig shy if I appear in fisherman’s clothes 
I have more scandal and baddish blood about Robert [Byron] in Pans 
I have found out more very shady things about Maurice s continental relaxation 
Do wntc. 

Love, 

Evelyn 

’ ‘Alison and Margaret Ruthven, generally known as “A” and “P” These identical twins, wth their 
wonderfiil figures and fescinating sultrj faces that just missed being beautiful, had an individual barbaric 
chic ’ Daphne Fielding m Mercury Presides 

^Cynl Connolly (1903-74) Cntic and author He had not yet published a book 
’Aldous Huxley (1894-1963) Point Counter Point published in Brave Nev World vtis 

published in 1932 

‘ Edward SackviUe-Wcst (1901-65) Novelist, critic, musician Succeeded as Lord Sackvillc in 1962- 
5 Godfre) Winn, (1908-71) Popular journalist and author 
''Fiyn Tenn>son Jesse (1888-1958) Writer, mosth about murder 


To Lady Mary and Lady Dorothy Lygon ^ The (bounty Hotel, 

[1931] Malvern^ 

Dearest Blondy & Pollen, 

It was delightful to get a letter from you I miss you both very much at school and 
m play time Malvern is not the same by a long chalk and all those girls get very 
uppish without you to keep them in their proper stations As for Miss Nicholson, 
well, there was a very ugly scene on the first morning when she was upbraided for 
idleness and disobedience and the Captain^ left the school m a rage However they 
had a jolly up after that which ended in the Ciaptain calling her Beryl Then this 
afternoon she wanted to lake his photograph and said oh but it must be with your 
whip in your hand and then she said please raise it as if you were going to hit me — so 
all my worst suspiaons are eonfirmed It is what is called Masochism and if you ask 
Elmley ^ & he thinks you are old enough he will explain what that means 

I saw in my paper that Elmley’s opponent had withdrawn & at first I thought 
Good tc then I realised that it means now that there will be only one candidate for 
the bolsheviks to throw bombs at and those poor girls are bound to be blown sky- 
high so I am sorncr 
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1 wrote this before dinner My dears, what do you think’ May & I went in to find 
the Captain drinking champagne with a one armed chum 

I may say that the Captain is dead nuts on me He talks to me all the time not only 
about nding but politics & art & everything He smokes my cigars Mrs Captain & 
Jacky^ came & had cocktails with me this morning & Mrs Captain told me that 
Jacky’s teeth were false - did you know ’ - having been rolled out by a horse w’hen 
she was 14 She also gave me a bright red ointment which cures stiffness so I am well 
in with that family Reggie* promised me some straps to wear on my trousers so I 
am very classy[’] now Also I ha\ e been promoted from Master to a finer & gayer 
horse 

Give Elmlej a rousing cheer from his old Varsity chum 

Best love & xxxxxxxxx 
Boaz’ 

P S I bought a book today called Tmce round the World with the Holy Ghost This is 
perfectly true 

E 

'Daughters of seventh Earl Beauchamp Lady Mary (1910- ) often known as Maimte or Blondy, 

Lad) Dorothy (1912- ) as Cootc or Poll Thar home, Madresfield Court, was near Malvern Waugh 
had known at Oxford their brothers, for the eldest of whom they w ae now can\ assmg See Appendix of 
Names 

*Waugh was doing a course at the Riding Academy 

’ Captain J H Hance, Waugh’s nding instructor *G B H standing for ‘God Bless Him’, is often 
attached to his name 

■‘Their brother Viscount Elmley (1903-79) Succeeded as Earl Beauchamp in 1938 He was elected 
with a greatly increased majonty and held the seat until then 

* Daughter of Captain Hance 

‘’Son of Captain Hance. 

’ Boaz or Boas was Waugh’s nickname. 


To Lady Mary and Lady Dorothy Lygon The (bounty Hotel, 

[1931^] Malvern 

[Letter headed with Star of Dax id] 

Dearest Blondy & Pollen, 

Nicholson said to me today ‘Whyexer are you trying to learn to ride’ so I said it 
had been prescribed as a cure and she said and for what and I said drink 

Diana Cox entry ’ is going to dine xx’ith me tomorroxv at least she says so I hax e 
talked to Frisky ^ a bit on the telephone and 1 tried to make chums w ith Pearson 
The Captain has more photographers coming and he is xx reathing all the jumps 
'xith barbed xxire and poor Jacky is as frightened as hell 

As for poor Boa? his stock has fallen pretty scnouslx at the Academy First, on 
Saturday, a little horse called Tom Tit threxx me on my head oxer a fence All the 
•iluts laughed except Miss jagger^ xxho xxas sxmpathctic Then this morning on 
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Gingerbread I muddled up all the school & was in deep disgrace So I tried to haNc a 
come back by tippling with the Captain That went fairly well for a bit but he said 
Do you know S0-&-S0 and I said no so he said He must have been at Eton about 
your time and I said I wasn’t at Eton and the Captain was shocked and finished his 
glass and strode straight out of the bar and now he doesn’t even like me as a chap I 
have also strained my back in a place between my shoulders where I can’t reach it 
with Ma’s red ointment and it hurts like nothing on earth and 1 do wish you were 
here to rub it for me So what with one thing & another I feel prettv low So 1 shall 
dnnk a bottle of champagne at dinner to your healths and Grainger’s^ & Elmley’sfc 
Friskys 

Lo\e& xxxx 

Boaz 

Drank the champagne & do feel better I forgot to say that I am going to Maud 
Yorke’s^ on 30th for ten days so perhaps I shall see you again after all 

[Signed with a sw'astika] 

' Local friend of Waugh’s 

-Arthur Windham Baldwin (1904-78) Wnter and lasting friend Son of the Prime Minister, 
succeeded as third E^rl Baldwin in 1958 See Appendix of Names 

■* Miss Jagger lived with the Lygons and her name was used for anyone happy to run errands or 
organize things, sometimes but not always in a sycophantic way 
H-ady Mary’s one-eyed pekinese 
> Mrs Vvneem Yotke (1874-1963) Mother of Henry 


To Arthur Baldwin Forthampton Court \ 

Tewkesbury 

* 

Dear Frisky, 

I am sorry I made bad blood with Teresa [Jungman] but you must know, old boy, 
that alls fair m love Anyway I can tell you this that whenever I plot & make bad 
blood — as I do pretty often I may say — it is always I who lose by it in the end 
I am coming to stay with you 
1 will wire the tram later 


’ Home of Vincent and Maud Yorkc 


Boas 


To Lady Sibell, Lady Mary SaxileClub 

AND Lady Dorothy Lygon 69 Brook Street, W i 

5 Noxtmber [1931] 

Darling Lady SibclH, Blondy and Pollen, 

Well this IS the last time 1 shall write for days I’ll tell you why, you see I find 
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suddenl) there is no more monej m my bank and about si\ tradesmen have written 
to say look here this bill is going too far what about it So I went to my agent & said 
gi\e me some mdnej and he said well if it comes to that you owe me quite a bit one 
waj and another So I am broke Well what I am going to do is to go to a boarding 
house called Easton Court Hotel, Chagford, Devon (where j ou must wnte to me) 
because Patnek Balfour lives there & I argue that if he can so can I because he is 
worse broke e\en than me Well at Chagford I pretend to my London chums that I 
am going to hunt stags but to you who are intimates & confidantes I dont mind 
saying that I shall sit all day in my bedroom writing books, articles, short stones, 
renews, plays, cinema scenanos, etc etc until I ha\e got a lot more money So I 
shan’t ha\e time e\en to wnte anything I am not paid for besides there is the 
expense of postage so you must [not] think it is lack of love if I don’t wnte & you 
must please go on w'nting to me because I shall need some uplifting in spints 

I hope Lord E[Elmley] will dress up as Father Xmas & go round putting oranges 
in stockings May I bnng fireworks 

I gave a little luncheon party and escaped from the restaurant without paying 
Qever that 

I was usher at a wedding and I detected m church Billy Clonmore ^ (a) improperly 
dressed (b) drunk (c) uninvited That wont amuse you much but tell Hugh [Lygon] 
because they were chums once 


XXX B 

Clare Elwes says she knows Capt Is this a he? 

’Lad) Sibell Lygon (1907- ) An elder sister, mamed 1939-52 to Flight Lieutenant Michael 
Roisle> 

'Lord Qonmore (1902-78) Succeeded as Earl of WidJon in 1946 An Oxford fnend ‘whose 
extraiagances were refined by a slightlj antiquated habit of speech and infused with a Christian pici> 
that was unique among us and lav hidden behind his stjlish eccentricities Billj was a recUess roof- 
dunber and quicL m a quarrel ’ A Ltitle Learning, p 200 


To Lady Mary Lygon Chagford 

[12 November 1931] 

Postcard 

[Drawing] 

Very depressed Ram all day No money Can’t wnte Fire smokes Filthy beams, 
pewter, lustreware and every antique horror Patnek usually drunk He left the tap 
of the beer barrel open last night and flooded the cellar I ride a little horse called 
Evergreen Looking forward to Yuletide 


B 
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To Lady Mary Lygon English Club, Zanzibar 

[November, December^ 1931I 

You must not suppose that I am m Zanzibar or in Nice To tell you the truth 1 
am back at Chagford When I got back I found a letter from you That cheered me 
up and I needed cheering 1 can tell you 

Mr Balfour’s hearing is restored but he has lost his luggage 
We were interested in your comments on Mr B’s obscene p c because I said jou 
can’t possibly send that obscene p c to those sweet orphan girls and he said yes and 
1 said No Well apparently he was right Oh dear what the younger generation are 
coming to to be sure 

1 think I will tell you about this hotel well it is very odd Kept by a deserter from 
the Foreign Legion’ and an American lady named Mrs Postlethwaitc Cobb who 
mixes menthol with her cigarettes And we dnnk rye whisky in her bed room and 
there are heaps of New York magazines & rather good, sophisticated food I think it 
IS a distnbuting centre for white slaves or cocaine or something like that They never 
give one a bill MrB hasn’t had one since became six weeks ago And there are two 
odious dogs 

How is Grainger^ 

I’m sorry your society wasn’t more fun 

Today I shall nde a mare called Chiko and tomorrow 1 shall catch foxes and next 
week end I will w'nie to you again 

Now I must write some more of a dull short story about a honeymoon which I 
have sold to Lady Sibells Bazaar^ 

Tell Lady Sibell to say that all the smart set are reading Remote People the 
brilliant book by that well known hunting gent E W 

Dont let Jacky forget me 

' Norman Webb had been employed helping African animals m Morocco when he met Mrs Cobb, a 
divorcic with money 

^ Harper’s Bazaar, in which Lady Sibell wrote a column 


To Arthur Baldwin L6 , Albany, 

14 January [1932] Piccadilly, W i 

My Dear Fnsky, 

I insist on answering, but as I am dictating, you will not be embarrassed by those 

deep man-to-man intimacies which we reserve for the Madresfield Creme de 
Menthe 

Good old Duff Cooper' There’s a man for you Him, and his pretty wife^ too 
Man of Affairs, and Man of Taste, though why he qualifies his praise in that way I 
can’t imagine 

Jolly sporting of you not to put Boaz in the moat^, old boy The more we stick 
together the happier the New Year will be* 
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What can I tell you^ Well, I am hving like a swell, m Albany, as it might be Lord 
Byron, Lord Macaulay, Lord Lytton, or any real slap up wnter’ 

I have been trying to recreate Worcestershire in London - an evening with 
Barbara Lea*, dnnks with Duggan^, Cavalcade with Sibell (both she and Lady 
Ursula Filmer-Sankey® in tears) and during the last three days, the malignant 
Cyclopean-eye of Grainger winking across the Ritz lounge - but it isn’t the same, 
old boy, away from the Captain, (God bless him’) 

As for Pekin - I don’t beheve I am going really now, because I have joined a 
rattling sporting chap, name of Dean’, making Movie Pictures I hope you will soon 
be seeing our work at the Astley Palace, or the Stourport Empire ® 

Mrs Reginald Manx’ is back m London, Teresa is hunting in Leicestershire 
Make the best you can from these Words to the Wise - (Verb Sap) 

Yours, 

Boaz 

’ Alfred Duff Gwpcr (1890-1954) Politimn and writer Minister of Information 1941-2, 
Ambassador to France 1944-7, created Viscount Norwich 1952. Publications include Talleyrand, 1932, 
and Old Men Forget, 1953 

^Lady Diana Manners (1892- ) Actress and beauty, Mamed Duff Cooper 1919 Sec Appendix 

ofNames 

* Madrcsfield Court had a moat 

* Barbara Pell (1903-45) Mamed Thomas Lea in 1924 

’ Hubert Duggan (1904-43) Oxford fnend Bom in Buenos Aires of Argentinian, Amencan and Irish 
descent, step-son of Lord Curzon Household Cavalry 1924-8 Conservative mp 1941-3 

‘Lady Ursula Filmer-Sanlcy (1902-78) Daughter of the Duke of Westminster and a cousin of the 
Lygons Mamed to William Ftlmer-Sankey 1924-40, and later to Major Stephen Vernon 
’ Basil Dean, founder and chairman of Ealing Studios 1929-36 Died 1978 
' Arthur Baldwin Irved at Astley Hall near Stourport-on-Sevem 
’ Both Waugh and Arthur Baldwin had been attracted to ‘Pixie’ Manx 


To Lady Dorothy Lygon SavileCIub, 

i6Apnli932 69, Brook Street, W I 

Darling Poll 

Well I never stop thinking of your sufferings * and I am putting up a tasteful little 
monument to your bravery & populanty It consists of a pedestal of oxidized zinc 
fifty feet high decorated with porcelain & mother o pearl Then there are four 
columns of different coloured cement topped with a gothic tower of cast iron and 
putty and a little Indian dome of gilt cork I hope you will like it Meanw hilc I hope 
that y ou realise the great opportunities afforded to you to ennoble the soul Nothing 
like suffering for sweetening the character If you would like some books of 
meditation just nngup Lord Clonmorcand he will send you dozens 

My life IS great burden to me on account of this play - Lady Cunard (whom God 
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presen’e) has just been given seats in the i 8 th row and is gibbering down the 
telephone saving ‘How can I take Prince George^ to the i 8 th row so I have 
confiscated all poor Maud Yorkes tickets and given them to the old trout Snobbish 
cad you will say no I answer it is respect for the CROW'N Then there was ladj 
Castlerosse'* who wont paj for her tickets oh dear these great ladies Still it makes 
me feel a social figure which is good for my low spirits because no one knows how 
despised I am m the theatre Then Mr Bradley who wrote the play says I must give 
him £95 and I cant even if I wanted to which I dont 

So I went to a disgusting thing called Miracle^ and the young lady’s father who 
took me I mean the father of the young lady who took me had paid three guineas 
each for our seats so I said how sickemngly bored I was and she thought damned 
ungrateful chap wont take him out again And I sat next to the Duke of Norfolk He 
didnt know me but I knew him & I thought here is the man I respect as the natural 
leader of English Catholics and why is he at this blasphemous play because it is full 
of blasphemy as an egg is full of meat 

Perhaps you would like to hear who will be in my party on Fndaj w’ell first & 
foremost little Blondy then that dashing Major D®, then the lovely Lady Lavery, 
then BARONESS Ravensdale, then Lady Eleanor Smith’ the famous novelist, then 
Lord Clonmore the unfrocked curate®, then Mr H Yorke the lavatory king’ and his 
pretty wife then poor Frank Pakenham who married beneath him and the Hon Mrs 
P[akenham] who mamed above herself, then Mr Raymond de Trafford*® the 
gambler and lover So perhaps they will be photographed for the newspapers and 
you on your sick bed will think God how sad not to be there or alternatively my I 
would sooner have a broken bone than be there 

My point in wntmg this letter is less to produce high class literary^ composition 
than amuse tiny patient [incomplete] 

‘ Lady Dorothy had broken her collar-bone 

* Vtle Bodies, dramatized by Dennis Bradley It had been on at the Arts Theatre for twelve nights the 
year before and now ran at the Vaudeville from 15 April to 30 May In 1954 Waugh thought of making a 
dramatic v crsion himself but nothing came of it 

^ Prince George (1902-42) Created Duke of Kent 1934 
‘DonsDclavigne (1900-1942) Mamed to Viscount Castlerosse 1928-38 

® The Miracle had opened on 9 April A wordless mystery spectacle* with music bj Humperdinck, 
produced by Max Reinhardt, it had failed in London in 1910, succeeded in New York in 1924 and now 
succeeded in London with Lady Diana Cooperas the Madonna 
‘Hubert Duggan 

’Lady Eleanor Smith (1902-45) Nmelist Daughter of F E Smith 

‘Lord Clonmore had been a deacon in the Church of EngUnd, and became a Roman Catholic. 

■> The Yorke’s family firm Pontifex, made lavatones 
Ra>Tnond de Trafford (1900-1971) Mamed 1932-8 to Alice Silverthome, an American formerly 
tmrnc to the Comic dejanze In 1927, •while lunching in Pans, he suddenly told her he must Ica\e On 
tlw wav to the station she stopped and bought a gun At the Garc do Nord she shot first de Trafford and 
t cn erse ’^’''‘trcdangerously hurt, but recovered Athertnal, he gave evidence on her behalf, she 

was fii^ the equivalent of i6s fid and given a six-month sentence, but was immediately freed under the 
First Offenders Act 
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T0 Arthur Baldwin Sa\ilc Club 

[16 Apnl 1932] 69 Brook Street, W i 

Dear Fnsk} 

Well I call that downright pallj and no mistake Did little Miss [Teresa] 
Junginan send me a line of good wishes from Ireland' Not on your life And did I 
look through a sheaf of telegrams with trembling hands looking for one loved name 
and was I surpnsed at its absence 1 can’t saj 1 was 

The slow CMcrmination of our Lvgon chums saddens me First little Blondy’s 
arse Now Pollen’s breast bone Blonds came to sec my pla\ but went awaj in great 
pain before supper 

So Boaz IS momcntaril) a social lion and Lady Cunard (w horn God presers c) calls 
bim Esclyn and makes him sit on her right hand at luncheons dinner ctery day of 
the week but IS his head turned by these favours No he remains the same simple lad 
who bounced round the Malvern Academy on the broad back of Mater (God bless 
her) 

Well at 3 30 today I take a tram for Devon and shall be there four weeks finishing 
a book ' Then heigh ho for Sunny Italy with a fine desperado called Raymond de 
Trafford 

I met a nice chum of yours named Lady Patncia Ward and she came to a dress 
rehearsal of mv play 

Teresa &. me went to a very tcmbic thing called Miracle Then she popped off to 
Ireland 


^ Black Mischief 1932 


All the best old son 
Boaz 


To Lady Dorothy LygON Easton Court Hotel, 

[April 1932] Chagford, 

Devon^ 

Sweet Poll, 

Golly what a family Hugh in a mad house and now Sibell at my ex-aunt Almina’s 
abortionist parlour ‘ How my heart bleeds for you all 

Now I will tell you about the sermon I heard on Sunday First the pnest said 
that It was soon the feast of the Blessed Margaret Clitheroe and the English Martyrs 
and he told us how they had their arses cut off with red-hot scissors & things like 
that Then he said But they are not the only good Catholics who are persecuted 
W/HAT ABOUT ME he Said very loud, why only yesterday I received a blackmailing 
letter from one of this very’ congregation accusing me of UNCHASTITY Goodness 
we all felt embarrassed I hadnt sent him the letter but everyone looked at me as 
though I had you’d better be careful he said looking straight at me it is 
mortal sin to speak, ill of a priest Why he said I knew a man quite well who 
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sat down to wnte an impertinent letter to a priest and as he stretched out his hand 
for the pen, it (hand not pen) fell lifeless to his side& he has never used it again And 
I know another man, he said, who went to strike a pnest and he (man not priest) 
FELL DOWN DEAD 

Pretty frightening, eh 

Well before Sunday (this letter is going rather backwards isn’t it) I spent a week 
doing book writing about my Emperor and one day I rode 20 miles and my horse 
broke her bndle but I told all that to Thommie^ and I daresay he has told you 
Before that I was in London and v popular and I gave a little ball but it was all 
spoilt because little Blondy’s bottom was sore and she went home 

My word I am glad Hugh is coming to Italy because between you and me and the 
w c Raymond de T is something of a handful v nice but so bad and he fights & 
fucks and gambles and get D D ^ all the time But Hugh & I will be quiet & chaste 
and economical & sober 

Did Teresa send me a telegram to wish my Interesting Play well ^ Not her 

Perhaps you would like to hear about- Well he keeps a pub at a place called 

South Zeal and is a fairy and claims to be descended from ST THOMAS OF 
CANTERBURY or I could tell you about Mrs Postlewaite Cobb or Mr Norman Webb 
or Major vipans all friends of mine But I wont 
GOD BE WITH YOU TILL WE MEET AGAIN BOAZ 

' Ladj Sibell was having her wisdom teeth removed at a nursing-home in Portland Place started bj 
Lady Carnarvon, wife of the fifth Earl, who had married Evelyn Gardner’s uncle 
^ Sir Thomas Lea (igoi- ) 

'Disgustingly drunk 


To Lady Mary Lygon Savile Club, 

[August > 1932] 69 Brook Street, W i 

Very very sorry for Iacocking» tea 


If you cant see this joke read it aloud 
THE IDEAL HUSBAND 

BV 

HUGH GEOFFREY KNIGHT 


Sexy Cooper^ told me that one 


Lacockmg’ or ‘bycocking’ means ‘chucking’ 
Duff Cooper 


Mr Boaz 

Robert LajrCOcL is often referred to as ‘Chuckcr’ 



1932 ' 65 


To \ D.Pftfrs 
[O aobcr' 1Q32] 


Easton Gjurt Hotel 
Chagford, 

Dc\on 


Here IS Rcsnolds first stor\ for Xmas Hope she can sell tt U S 
\\ill sou please take ans orders for trascl articles - far flung siufT impenetrable 
Guiana forests, toughs in Diamond mines, Dcsils Island, \ cncrucla Particularh 
require pasment on embarkation if possible 


To Lad’^ Mar^ and Lad"^ DoROTin L^gon Rit/Hotel, 

[1932'] Piceadillj, 

London W i 

Dearest Blonds and Pollen 

First I ssill tell >ou about MaKcm 1 didn't ndc again after 1 ssrotc because 1 
found 1 had broken ms back so 1 ss ent to the stables \s ith Reggie and learned to be a 
groom and stood about ssnth the Captain (G B H ) and heard all his confidences 
Miss Bennet - that isthcprctts steeplechaser ssith the fringe - got into better fas our 
through good flcsing Then that evening Diana Cosentrs came to dinner with me 
and the telephone went and who do sou think it was Hugh so we went to 
Madrcsficld to sec him Well 1 hate to sa> it but the truth is that Hugh had been at 
the bottle and he was walking about the house with a red candle sajing he thought 
the lights might go out \\cll we had some brands with him and he got a little 
despondent about not having anv monev and having bought so mans racehorses he 
cant pas for so we went upstairs and there was Ladj Sibcll in her bed also 
despondent because she was ill and couldn’t think of what to sa> in her gossip 
column So next das I went to dinner with Lad) SibcH and she was still in bed but 
not so despondent and Fnsls was there and he came back to the hotel and ate ham 
to m) bedroom and said he knew there was no such person as God Oh but much 
niorc important 1 went to tea with the Captain and Miss (G B T ) and ate lettuce 
and there was a girl called Ohv e who had broken her back too and cracked her skull 
into the bargain and Olive was ver) fresh and kicked the Captain and punched his 
arm and Robert Bartlcct' vv as there and be talked know ingl) about art so Jackic and 
I felt small and sat in the corner and I think Jackie is in love with me onl) I often 
think this about girls and it is hardh ever true so I daresa) she isn’t 
The next da) I came to London and in the tram w as Miss Penrose so I had to go 
third class and couldn’t sleep as I’d meant to because I’d got up at 7 30 and I packed 
in such a hurry that I had no evening collars and had to borrow one from a footman 
at m) club and it didn’t fit and that rather spoiled m) dinner 

When 1 got to London I went to an accomplished lady called Miss Hector who 
Base me electric shocks in the back and made it much w'orse Gloomy B 
recommended her Then I found some people in a motorcar who said you must 
come to Acton to bully the poor so offl went and that was absolute hell because the 
people of Acton jolly well know how to look after themselv es So then I thought I’d 


r 



66 THJ I LTTtRS or fVI I -VN W AUfiM 


like some soriF r\ so I found out th.u iliert «as ,i lnd\ fonnj' a dinner parts and ] 
rang her up and said mas 1 come and she said util 1 don't much uani sou toheeaiise 
the numbers ssould he s\ rung and ans was 1 don’t much hkt sou hut 1 said'IMtisclet 
me come because my back is broken and I must Insesome sottn t'so she said well 
all right ifjou must so I came and 1 sat hetwten the Ladies JJirktnheid and (^tlefas 
and told them about the Gtptain (GliH) till thes thought Golls what a dull snung 
man so that was ms socirrs 

Then toda} I had more excruciating shocks from Miss 1 lector and she sass 1 am 
cured so that’s all right Then 1 went to lunch with Gloom) and J thought how nice 
nosv I shall talk to Teresa but not a bit of it 1 was put all In ms self at a little tabic 
svith a Crockford’s queen called Mars Montagu so 1 told her about the Captain til 
she thought Golls svhat a dull )oung man and T hcre-se wouldn’t hwk at me because 
she svas fancying a South African gink called Sonn) So now 1 am w aiting at the Rii/ 
for a soung lad) svho said she svas coming to tc'a ssith me and she hasn’t so isn’t 
London awful and hosv I ssish 1 was at Mali cm and tonight 1 am going to 
Hampstead to base dinner ssith ms papa ssho is feeling the cold tcrribls 

1 have been asked to dinner tomorross to meet Grandi* 1 think 1 will go but I 
shan’t dare tell them at the Academs 

Lots of lose and wxxxww 
Boas 


Well you svill sa) how Bo must base hated staying with me this week-end Howeser, 
no, not at all, quire the reserse I lose it and will look back on the noble line ofthc 
Malsem Hills that I love so dearly and 

So Iwas interrupted by the lady I was to take tiffin with and noss I am in the 
bavile Uub I was going on to enumerate all the glories of Mals ern then I would say 
how w'lstfully and with heartache I would look back on them from the jungle ^ Wc 
^*^^1 suffer rather a lot in the next fesv w’ceks but s\ hen wc meet again it 

W'lll be gay and ternbly cxaiing and not at all like a biscuit box 
SVY LIKE A BISKIT BOCKS PLESE ' 

Wait nil you are a little older Tommy* and you will understand 
Well 1 am living woth the bright young Yorkes 
Last night I saw a terribly drunk man with a prostitute 
WOTS A POSTATUTE PLESE’ 


Ask your little playfellow-, she will show you. Tommy 

Pouncers* 1 had luncheon with B 

wuinncss Cjoodness he was gloomy 

"O broken htnned 

r^ror sT « , "T k' 7717 °'°” “'™‘ bni I expect Katchm > will ,hed a 

tear or to ,nst as ,t mtght be Mr Hanson* All love to Itttle Poll and Lad; S.bell 


' Robert Bartlcet w-as the vicar’s son 

^Contc Dino Grand., Italian Ambassador m London 1932-0 

^ Waugh was going to Bntish Guuna 

^ Tomm> MacDougal, a dashing mfh whom Waugh afleaed to belies c illiterate 
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’ Simon Elivts (1902-75) mamed Glona Rodd in 1926 He vi-as a portrait painter v, ho first exhibited in 
1927, mth a picture of Lady Lctticc L>gon at the Royal Acadcmi He disliked the nickname ‘Pouncer’ 
v;hich he thought unfair and unfortunate ‘People uon’t come to hat c their portraits painted ’ 

‘One of seteral references to 'The Green Eye of the Little Yellow God’ by Milton Hayes, which 
contains the lines 

‘There’s a one-eyed yellow idol to the North of Katmandu, 

There’s a little w ooden cross beneath the town, 

There’s a broken-hearted woman tends the grate of mad Carew - 
And the t cllow God foret cr gazes down ’ 

’’ Rudolf Kommer (t on Czemov, itz), a Romanian Jew w ho w as assistant to Max Reinhardt, and thus 
became a fnend of Ladt Diana Cooper Called ‘Kaetchen’ bccaasc once in a restaurant he picked up a 
dog and said, ‘Ah Kaetchen Kaetchen t ou mustn’t crow 1 and park at the ladt 
’ Mr Hanson owned a pub called the Homyold and a hotel called the Essington Arms often t isited by 
theLygons 


To Lady Mary Lygon Hotel Totter, 

[26 December 1932] Lots 74 & 75, 

Mam Street, 
Georgetown, 
Demerara 

Darling Blondy 

Why you will say Bo is living m a town but no not at all quite the reverse - it is a 
one stoned wood house but it is most up to date with a shower bath and a panatrope 
which plays Harry Lauder records all day And there is a verandah where I am 
sitting now and next to me is an elderly gentleman talking in his sleep and he says 
Buy something, fuck you* Why don’t you buy something 
So yesterday it was Chnstmas and we had very far flung stuff- turkey and mince 
pies and paper hats at Government House and we drank to ‘Absent Friends’ and 
everyone cned like Mr Hanson and I thought of you and little Poll and Lady Sibell 
^nd Hughie and Lord Elmley and Mr and Mrs Arthur Waugh, and Mr and Mrs 
Alec Waugh and the Capt G B H and Min and Jackie and Reggie and Bartleet, and 
Diana 1 and the Dutch girH and the tarts or pouncers and bubblesses^ and 
niannerlesses^ and Knatchie and Mr Conrad^ and Fnsky and Tommy^and poor 
tOMiEetc etc etc 
God how S[ad] 

Now you would like to hear of my new friends Well there is a lascivious beast ^ 
called Weld and an Insh-Portuguese called Hernandez and a Belgo-Indian called 
Williams and a (Zaptain (not G B H ) shorter than me called Surndge[^] and 
goodness how Surridge sweats - worse than Lady Juliet at Venice ® 

Well I went as 1 tell you to dinner at G House and it was verj’ hot on account of 
the sun ne\ cr setting and so the Goi emor said it is so hot on account of the sun 
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ne%er setting that I must go asvaj for a little in m> >acht and will }ou come too so I 
said 5 es so I am going ^ 

Well I will wnte some more soon 
Lovc to that drunl man 


xxxxx Bo 


Don r on anj account let the Major go to Tnnidad There is a full cocktail bar with 
steel furniture like the Xev, Agc^^ Hereford where Dr Siegert gives cvervone 
dnnks to advertise his bitters It would be the death of the Major 

’Diana O/vemr} 

^Teresa Jung man 

^Jtan Kmtfich {igg%-i^5) mamed m igig Richard iNorton (1802-1054) who succeeded as Lord 
Gramlev in 1943 

‘ Maureen Gumnc<s (1927- ) mamed m 1930 the Marquess of Duffenn and Asa (1909-45) 

= Conrad Russell (1878-1947) A contented Somerset dairy farmer and fnend of Lads Duna Cooper 
Hts forget-me-rot eyes looted at one m a penetrating gaze over ihe top of his spectacles His checls were 
fresh pint and hts hair pure vrhrte ’ Daphne Fielding m Mercury Prcsidef 
^ Sir Thomas Lea. 


‘kscisious beast’ means a priest - from the limencl 

Thercssasasoungchoirb-r ofDcson 
V, ho was raped m the sestrs bj scsen 
nnglican pnests - 
I-ascistous beasts - 
Of such IS the Kmgdom of Hcas en 


Daughter of the Earl of Lonsdale Mamed to Sir Rohm Duff 
smelh hie a pub ’ res cr 1919-25 Lad> Cunard had remarked of her in V enice ‘Jahet 

’ Wdmgto his diars he did go to Mazartm, with the Gosemor m a large steam launch. 


To Lady Dorothi Ltgon 

I January 1933 


Georgetown Club, 
British Guiana 


Dear Poll 

and oh whaf a^ch^^^d iJ^r I am four thousand miles away 

and Ihe nnWe smiling mcadoa s of Worcesteishire 

'T!„f» .inarls, I looL out upon a 
club ji can be caHcd desert and mountain This club, if 

andsothid aicthcmoem ^ oi! lamp snajs from the roning beam 

.onga;thle7dt3“b“i':7m 

anodise nfnim 

encamped around us and ihf rWb hear the tom-toms ofhostile Indians 

cia,ed'^la„ie.„ h “gmg h 7 m"Ti‘/’" 
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There arc few inhabitants The Go\crnor, if Go\emor he can be called, is a man 
prematurelj aged whose unhinged mind belies his Ncnerablc white beard He came 
out here as a mere lad in the sei^ ice of a bookmakers companj All his companions 
ha\ c paid toll to the dread Yellow Jack or still dreader Black Jack He alone remains 
He IS sitting in the comer now mcchanicall) dealing out the greasj cards in a game 
of patience that w ill ne\ er come out because the three of clubs w as stolen man} } ears 
ago by a Portuguese ad^cnturcr who needed it for a hand of poker But thank God 
the Union Jack still flies o\er what was once Government House 
The missionanes havc long forsaken their vow s It' c openl} with natne women 
infecting them w^th hideous diseases 
The Medical Officer is a leper 

As 1 wTitc a crocodile snaps Mcioush at m} feet and a cobra coils itself about 
the pen so I must stop and say goodbye and G B Y 

BO 


To Catherine and Arthur Waugh Georgetown Qub, 

[2^ January 1933] British Guiana 

Dear Mother & Father 

I am afraid that I shant be able to write for a long time as I am going on a trip up 
country' where there arent any post offices” So dont imagine that anything 
untoward has happened if you dont hear for two months or even longer It is all 
perfectly safe & healthy The only trouble is no communications I am travelling up 
^ith the Commissioner for the Rupununi district - a Mr Haynes ^ - w’e nde from the 
Berbice River to the Essequibo It ought to be very interesting After that my 
Biovements depend on who is going anywhere else I hope to get to Takutu to a 
mission there Anywi ay even if I dont get as far as that it should be an interesting tnp 

gi'e me material for wnting 

New Years eve was celebrated with numerous dances Drunks sang until seven 
under my window with the result that I feel a little tired 

Best love I’ll come home by All Fools Day or thereabouts I hope 

Evelyn 

’ To Boa Vista, which he reached on 4 Fcbniary He arrived back at Georgetown at the beginning of 
Apnl 

^ Appears as Mr Bain in Nmety-Two Days 


To Lady Mary and Lady Dorothy Lygon [Boa Vista, 

to February [1933] Rio Bianco, 

Brazil] 

Darling Blondy & Poll 

Well I have gone too far as usual & now I am in Brazil Do come out& visit me It 
is easy to find on account of it being the most \ ast of the republics of South Amenca 
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With an area ofo\er eight million square kilometres and a federal constitution based 
on that of the United States of America You go up the Amaron, easily recognisable 
on account of its being the largest n\er in the world, then right at Rio Negro (easilj 
recognisable on account of being black) nght again at Rio Bianco (e r on account of 
being white) and you cannot miss this \illagc on account of its being the onl) one 
The streets arc cntirclj pa\cd with gold which gnes a \cr> pretty effect espcaalK 
towards sunset But otherwise it is rather dull The onlj other Englishman here is 
Lord Ebrington' & he spends his entire day on the telephone None of the damned 
dagos can speak the Kings English and the lascnious beast who is Swiss is too ill 
with fever to talk any language at all So I am rather lonely and has e to wait here for 
some w'eeks until it rains & there is enough water in the riser to go to Manaos W hen 
I get there it is quite near Malscm & I svill come oscr if jou will base me& take a 
glass of beer with you & Bartleet at the Homyold 

Tell Bartleet the local beer is called Superale Amazona and is rather nasty on 
account of it being so warm No one drinks here so it would be a good place to send 
poor Major Duggan They has e the mescal[ ?] habit and dnnk an aphrodisiac called 
mate instead 

There are 30 soldiers here but the government forgot to send them anj uniforms 
so they go about in pyjamas & straw boaters 

Eseryone here is very poor like Balfour 

I shall have to learn to nde again because I has e been so long riding dago horses & 
they behave in a quite contrary way to Captain Hances (G B H ) and are differently 
saddled & bridled in fact you svould hardlj know they were horses at all they bchas’e 
so oddl) One lay down on top of me but luckily he was so small that it did not kill 
me outright 

How sad poor Dr Komma^ must be svithout me 

Well I will nng you up when I get to Manaos and we will base some fun 

Perhaps you are dead & will never get this How sad How sad 


i. Ail JLi * W 


BOAZ 


mat do you think I found the name Father Homyold among a list of lascivious 
beasts who had been in Guiana 


To Lady Mary and Lady Dorothy Lygon 
April 1933 


Hotel Tower, 
Georgetown, 
Bntish Guiana 


Darling Blondy & Poll 

ho™" H'ghcloro- So there,,, a httle 
kept b, a blael mao at a place named Kaogamma » there was no bed at 3 
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scorpions on the floor and onlj com beef to cat & no bread and he brought out an old 
cxcrasc book like the ones Tommx McDougal does his spelling lessons in & said 
would I wntc in it a testimonial so I wrote ‘Cxacth like Highclerc’ & he was ver}'^ 
puzzled & scratched his wool 

The delight of these simple people at my return is %er} touching A public 
holidaj has been declared and all the mcn&. women prostrate themscKcs in the dust 
& bnng me their children to bless, great banners &. bonfires decorate all the streets & 
se\eral cldcrh niggers ha\c already died of excitement This afternoon the 
Go\emor is going to recite an ode which he has composed in my honour Special 
services arc being held in my honour at the Catholic &. Protestant Cathedrals & the 
Mormon Mission and a banquet is being gixcn by the police to the conMcts at the 
Penal Settlements Congratulatory wires haxe come from the King, the Pope, Miss 
Amy Johnson & Mussolini - but if I tell y ou more you may think I am boasting 

Tell Grainger I had luncheon in a Chinese restaurant yesterday & ate a birds nest 

I long to hear of the meeting of Sexy [Ceal] Beaton & Capt G B H If he laid so 

much as a finger on Jackie’s-[iic] he will have to answer to me for the 

consequences I hate got; so thin on account of startation that I hate to put a 
cushion in my trousers to keep them up 

TheADC at G House got sunstroke on account of neter setting & sent a letter 
back to you please keep it for me to read 

Will you lunch with me at i 30 on May 7th & bnng Poll only gite her a steak or 
two first and some plum pudding and a little ham and a pipe or 2 of port because it 
^\ill be so expensit c otherwise & I hai e spent all my money on stuffed alligators for 
my god-children Would you like one^ 

I suppose that I shall not be able to understand any Madresfield jokes by the time 
I get home 

I W'ont say how delighted I am that you have expelled Miss Co\ entry because 
ob\ lously by now you are bosom friends again 

I ha\e some temfic tobacco for Capt G B H 

All love & xs 
Bo 

’ Highclerc Castle is the home of Lord Carnarvon. Lady SibcII L> gon had stayed there and referred to 
Its splendour afterwards The name was taken up and used to mean any grand house or sometimes any 
house at all 


To Henry Y orke Grand Pump Room Hotel, 

[May 1933] Bath 

Dear Henry 

Just back after a journey of the greatest misery So I came to Bath which w'as 
absolutely nght and Ine in a suite of rooms overlooking a colonnade with servants as 
It might be a club and a decanter of Crofts 1907 always on my sideboard and am 
getting nd of some of the horrors of life in the forest Soon I hope to feel up to 
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London - on the 15th in fact \vhcn I shall arrive at the Savilc 8 c mean to staj 
intermittently until the end of July at least I am longing to sec you & Dig again So 
much to discuss Guinness - well it will keep I’ve seen literally no one except my 
parents for a brief passage - five months mail to go through mostly Christ mxs cards 
and press cuttings all requiring legal action Heavy Catholic trouble Jneome Tax, 
dentist and so on Now Bath is most satisfactory 
Woodruff married * 

Don’t tell Hazel [LaveryJ I am back 

Think of the horror of finding an article you wrote dcscnbing the Rupununi 
cattle district rcchristcncd my fscape from Mayfair I have written to Esmond 
Harmsworth^ about it and hope to get an apology 
Do both write to me & tell me scandal 


Yours 
Ev ely n 

' Douglas Woodruff (1897-1978) married Mane (Mia) Acton {1905- ) He was editor of The Tablet 
1936-67 

^Esmond Harmsworth (1898-1978) Chairman of Daily Mail and General Trust Ltd 1932-71 
Succeeded as Viscount Rothermerc 1940 


An Open Letter to His Eminence The Savile Club, 

The Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster * Brook Street, W i 
May 1933 

My Lord Cardinal, 

I lately returned from abroad to find awaiting me extracts from the Press, some 
months old in date but new and extremely surprising to myself They deal with a 
novel a copy of which is enclosed with this letter, ^v^tten by me and published last 
October under the mh of Black Mtschtef, and were occasioned by the following 
announcement in 1 he 1 ablet of January 7th 


A yea, ot t»„ l» appeared m yanoua newspaper appopneng that Mr E,elyP 

Wapgh a povelp. had beep receded ,p,„ ,h. Qpreh Whe.he, M, Waugh e„ll copside^ 
hiinsclf a Catholic, The Tablet does not know, but, in case he « ca j j V . „ 

librarians, and novel-readers in general, we hereby state that his n ^i h 

disgrace to anybody professing the Catholic name We refuse to onm 1 vvould be a 

publishers Indeed, this paragraph is not to be read as a“\,ew W 
E\elyn Waugh’s work only because it would not be fair on Th, t u Mr 

coarseness and foulness in non-Catholic wnters while elossmo^ „ ° ^ condemn 

in those who are, or arc supposed to be, our co-rehgionists ^ outrageous lapses 

This was followed by a joint letter of protest signed bv t- . 

Catholics (and in case the word “fnends” use^ 

misinterpreted, may I mention that several of them are unlf ^ ould be 

ThPEd,.o,.hPPp,r..c„U„z.dh.sph,e„.p„p.„ryTJtrp"dd:d”^^^ 
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obloqm already employed Here, except for irresponsible but extensive comment, 
the matter has rested pending my return 

Before \entunng upon any comments of my own let me quote m full The 
Tablet's descnption of the book 

The no\el in question is about an imaginary island in the Indian Ocean, ruled by a black 
Emperor Prudence, daughter of the Bntish Minister at the Emperor’s court, goes up to the 
unsatoury room (the soapy water unemptied) of Basil, a man she hardly knows, and, after 
saving, “You might hate shared” and “Please help with my boots,” stays till there is “a 
banging on the door ” In the end, Basil, at a cannibal feast, unwittingly helps to cat the body 
of Prudence “stewed to pulp amid peppers and aromatic roots ” In working out this foul 
intention, Mr Waugh gitcs us disgusting passages We arc introduced to a young couple 
dining in bed, with “a bull tcmcrand a chow flirting on their feet " The young wife suddenly 
alls out “Oh God, he’s made a mess again”, and Basil exclaims “How dirty the bed is ” 
These nasty details are not necessary to the story A dozen silly pages are devoted to a Birth 
Control Pageant,announced by posters which flaunt all ot er the island “a detailed drawing of 
some up-to-date contraceptir c apparatus ” The Emperor “rc-names the site of the Anglican 
Cathedral ‘Place Mane Slopes’” Two humane ladies are ridiculed, in one place so 
indelicately that the passage cannot be desenbed by us There is a comic descnption of a 
Nestonan monastery with a venerated cross “which had fallen from heaven quite 
unexpectedly dunng Good Fnday luncheon, some years back ” If the twelve signatones of 
the above protest find nothing WTong with “dunng Good Fnday luncheon” we cannot help 
them 

These are the grounds upon w'hich my novel is condemned as obscene and 
Wasphemous and the smeenty of my Faith is called in question 

I can imagine no task more repugnant to the sensibilities of the Editor of The 
Tablet than the painstaking page-by-page examination which he was obliged to 
conduct in search of the offensive, but I will do him the justice to suppose that he 
performed his disagreeable task with care These extracts were printed after, and to 
justify, the original accusation, in reply to the letter of protest sent by' twelve 
distinguished Catholics, when they were made the Editor was himself on the 
defensive, attempting to find grounds for the gross language he had employed 
towards me It is true that in order to create an atmosphere prejudiaal to me he 
hints darkly at the existence of evidence too hideous to be revealed — an ancient and 
Unscrupulous forensic tnck ~ but I think that I may take it that these quotations 
constitute the worst he can find against me, and are the result of careful selection in 
order to establish his case 

The accusation is one of blasphemy and obscenity, so let me first deal with the 
charge that falls under neither of these heads that of ndiculing two humane ladies 
Now had the ladies in question been real people, and had they been genuinely 
humane, I can conceive that it might be w’rong to ridicule them, not certainly on 
grounds of blasphemy or obscenity, but of lack of chanty But these, my Lord 
Cardinal, are wholly fictitious characters, and the reason for which they are held up 
to ndicule is solely that they were nat humane, that while they professed an 
exaggerated sohatude for the welfare of animals, they treated each other and all the 
human beings with whom they came into contact with a gross lack of consideration 
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If anything were needed to expose the weakness of the argument surely it would be 
this that after a detailed scrutiny of mj work to substantiate his charges, the Kditor 
of The Tablet is obliged to include this in his brief list of quotations, and to add to 
the calendar of sms that of an author exposing to ridiculq the hypocrisy of his own 
characters And this is one of the grounds upon which my no\cl is described as a 
“disgrace to anyone professing the Catholic name,” “an outrageous lapse,” and a 
work “outrageous not only to Catholic but to ordinary standards of modesty ” 
Perhaps, in passing, I may profitably specify the other charge associated with the 
humane ladies, that, besides ridiculing them, it is done “in one place so indelicately 
that the passage cannot be described ” It is easy enough to make a charge of this 
kind and then leave the reader to fill in the gap according to his own imagination or 
expenence I have re-read the passages where the humane ladies appear and can 
find only this a remark made during a not bv one of the characters, who is in search 
of them “I daresay they’ve been raped,” and the reply, “I hope so ” I shall return 
to this later when I come to discuss the charge of immodesty I merely mention it 
here to dispel the deliberately vague impression made by the insinuation in the text 
quoted 

I think It would be )ust to my opponent to include under the charge of blasphemy 
not only what is irreverent towards Catholic belief, but also flippant towards such 
Catholic practices as may not be essential, but arc entitled, at the least, to reticent 
treatment Had I erred in this latter ease I think that though certainly not 
censurable in the vile terms employed towards me, I might be regarded as guilty of 
mild Indiscretion and disloyalty In point of fact my conscience is clear upon both 
grounds I could point out that the only wholly admirable character is the onlv 
Catholic, a White Father missionary, and the only wholly contemptible one a 
French atheist, but that is beside the point It is not required of me to prove that 
mine is an actively propagandist work, but merely that it is undeserving of the 
language used about it Now the quotation upon which he bases his charge - and he 
obviously regards it as important since he reverts to it - is the one dealing with the 
venerated cross at the Nestonan Monastery Let me quote my owm words in full 


IllXLTrr“,"Tw "'r ,d's posed ou, of 

he ntTfr™ wh eh P J*!? h ' '‘'"■'ns.ons), a leaf from ihc barr™ Fig Tree, 

suittmoTs T"' ^"^n^ent that it does not constitute blasphemy to impute 
ZltZZ rh tT, notoriously superstitious heretical Church but 
me to recnncift ^ ^ r u ^ Confident denunciation of this passage has set 
displeasure Ne^the ^ reasons to account for his 

of ntothers fluttering to his intelligence, but I can conceive 

senm^cTlnd^vI^tV ^^ve misunderstood the slightly facetious form of the 

genuine relics to which Tam ref«r”i^" I! ®^"e, thought that they are 

The phrase “amnntr rplir’ n ^ t is painful to have to explain one’s jokes 
phrase among rehes of less certain authenticity” is not intended to convey - 
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nor, I am con\inced, would it convey to a reader w'ho w'as not either semi-literate or 
else ill-intentioned - that those mentioned are authentic, but that those not 
mentioned are still more fantastic Perhaps I should have qualified each item “the 
stone (as they supposed) pnsed out of the forehead of Gohath,” “a leaf (so they 
thought) from the barren Fig Tree,” “the nb, erroneously descnbed by them as 
that from which E^e had been created,” “a cross which according to their wholly 
unreliable statement, had fallen ” But really, one must m courtesy postulate 
some intelligence to one’s reader No doubt my publishers were at fault in sending a 
copy of the book to The Tablet, but how were they to know that a once leading 
Catholic paper was under such ingenuous management 
Or perhaps it is more chantable to attnbute the misunderstanding not to 
puenlity, but to ignorance It may well be that the Editor of The Tablet has never 
heard of the Nestonans and taking the name to be a disguise for a Latin order of 
monks, read the passage as though I had accused a Carthusian or Benedictine house 
of such credulity But again, is it seemly that such ignorance should be allowed to 
expose Itself in the pages of The Tablet ^ 

No other evidence is oflfered of blasphemy or irreverence 
The question of modesty is one of peculiar complexity Here, as Your Eminence 
''ell knows, we'are not dealing with any definite and absolute rules An absence of 
clothing which is unexceptionable in Central Africa would be immodest in Europe, 
habits of speech and conduct that would be immodest in a child are normal m an 
adult In parts of Italy ladies are refused admittance to Church in costume that 
Would attract no comment at Westminster Cathedral, in many parts of Ireland it is 
held to be the height of impropnety for men and women to walk home together from 
Mass There are different standards of modesty in every period, and every country, 
and to individuals of different races, ages, classes and sexes 11 is one of the questions 
on which, owing to the great difference of their environment, it is often difficult for 
the clergy' to understand the attitude of the laity In writing a novel the problem is 
always present in a confusing degree The author is reporting, say, the speech of a 
stoker who, he knows, would employ a great number of expressions unacceptable to 
gentle readers, and is accordingly constrained to vanous often ingenious devices by 
which he can retain the flavour of the onginal while purging it of offence Thus in 
reporting the conversation of General Connolly I had often to alter and re-edit what 
"ould ha\e been hfs actual words By common consent certain oaths such as, for 
instance, “Oh, God” are regarded as tolerable, while others often far less offensiie 
in their onginal meaning, are held to be unpnntable It is a matter of fashion and 
convention, the offence lies in transgressing the standards applicable to the author, 
irrespective of their absolute value It is often as difficult for people of one 
generation to understand the standards of modesty of another, as for a traveller to 
accustom himself to the manners of a foreign country, and in order to avoid giv ing 
pain to any reader I refrained, in writing Blacl Mischief from pushing to extremes 
rhe somewhat clastic conventions of my owmera No vv ell-bred person to-day would 
feel the smallest embarrassment in mentioning the fact that a dog had “made a 
tncss,” few would take exception to a flippant reference to rape Accordinglv when 
the effect 1 aimed at required it (in the first case to convey the irregularity and 
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discomfort of the menage of two of my characters, in the second to gi\e expression, 
in mildly arresting form, to the callousness with which the officials regarded the fate 
of the two humane ladies) I did not scruple to employ the expressions 

There is in my book, as The Tablet points out, a Pageant of Birth Control 
Perhaps the pages describing it are “silly”, but it is not for silliness, surely, that I am 
being iilified? Like all Catholics I regard Birth Control as a practice which is a 
personal sin and an insidious social evil, but I know, and the Editor of The Tablet 
must also know if he ever spares himself time from insulting his fellow Catholics to 
converse with ordinary people of the world, that it is not so regarded by the vast 
majontj of educated Englishmen and women to-day In its principles and details it 
IS accepted and discussed as one of the normal developments of modem society In 
these circumstances I cannot regard it as an offence to introduce the subject, and 
that is the only offence with which I can be charged There are two ways of meeting 
an evil of the kind - either by senous denunaation which is fitting for the clergy 
(and possibly for the journalists who regard Catholic employment as giving them 
authority to speak as though in the pulpit) or by ridicule I chose the latter course as 
more becoming to a novelist and regarded and still regard my “silly” pages as an 
attempt, however ineffectual, to prosper the cause which we all have so closely at 
heart 


The Tablet quotes a scene occurring in an hotel bedroom and I readily admit that 
the impression I wished to convey was that the woman in question was the man’s 
mistress I do not write for children and I so phrased this statement, essential to the 
structure of my book, that it would only be intelligible to an adult reader Now if it 
be outrageous not only to Catholic but to ordinary standards of modesty” to write 
about a character who keeps a mistress, then not only am I guilty but practically 
every wnter in every language and in every century 

It IS often remarked vsith surprise by uninstructed observers, that whereas all 
other pave sms - murder, theft, suicide and so on - are universally regarded as 
suitable literary material, there will always be found in England and parts of 
merica a wafpous protest if sms of impurity are so treated The orthodox 
so mion of the nddle is that many people are psychologically ill-balanced m sexual 
ontr? although the description of a masterly piece of house-breaking is 

burglary, it is quite possible that a piece of erotic 
1 to^exual sm Now there is nothing m my statement of Basil 

orunent Th f be taken as inflammatory by the most 

punent The fpv d«ails I gne of the occurrence all tend m exactly the opposite 

HrroeTmXe t'han^^’^T by quoting them? 

The concomitant be gives us some indication of his own nature 

Ic soap^ ^ disagreeable - Basil is unshaven, the room is “unsavoury”, 

IS reZked withm^ T tnumph It 

“hardh know” each ^ happens, in the text of the novel) that they 

What IS !he mferen^ culpable between old friends 

IdttV l shtrr extracted details? That m order to preserve 

Tpetue perfume^f'" meeting among silk sheets, soft music, 

expensive perfumerj and all the shoddy stock-m-trade of pornography ? What a 
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picture this editor draws of himself, as one avid to nose out impunty yet doubly 
enraged to find it in unattractive guise* 

There remains the climax of the story, when Prudence is eaten at a cannibal feast 
Several cntics whose opinion I respect more than the Editor of The Tablet have told 
me that they regard this as a disagreeable incident It was meant to be The Tablet 
quotes the fact that she was stewed with pepper, as being in some way a particularly 
lubnaous process But this is a peculiar prejudice of the Editor’s, attnbutable 
perhaps, like much of his cnticism, to defective digestion It cannot matter whether 
she was roasted, gnlled, braised or pickled, cut into sandwiches or devoured hot on 
toast as a savoury, the fact is that the wretched girl was cooked and eaten, and that is 
obviously and admittedly a disagreeable end Though it forces me into the slightly 
ludicrous position of reviewing my own book, I hope Your Eminence will give me 
leave to explam my intention 


The story deals with the conflict of avilisation, with all its attendant and 
deplorable ills, and barbansm The plan of my book throughout was to keep the 
darker aspects of barbansm continually and unobtrusively present, a black and 
mischievous background against which the avihzed and semi-avilized characters 
performed their parts I wished it to be like the continuous, remote throbbing of 
thosehand drums, constantly audible, never visible, which every traveller in Afnca 
■Will remember as one of his most haunting impressions I introduced the cannibal 
theme m the first chapter and repeated it in another key in the incident of the 
soldiers eating their boots, thus hoping to prepare the reader for the sudden tragedy 
when barbansm at last emerges from the shadows and usurps the stage It is not 
unlikely that I failed in this, that the transition was too rapid, the catastrophe too 
large As I say, this opinion has been represented to me by many whom I respect, 
and if thej are nght, as they very well may be, I must plead guilty to an artistic 
mistake But it is not the artistry or the silhness of my book that is under discussion 
i am forced into this embarrassing explanation of my own artistic motives in order 
that I may defend myself against very different charges, charges against my 
personal honour, and my moral conduct in the exercise of my trade They are not 
charges that can be founded on any artistic lapse, were u infinitely more senous than 
I am disposed to think the present one 

This, mj Lord Cardinal, is ray case against your employee, the present editor of 
The Tablet I have attempted to state it with humility and restraint, but is it not an 
intolerable scandal that this letter should ever have been necessary, that by reason, 
and solelj by reason, of his being a Catholic resident in the arch-diocesc of 
Westminster, a wnter should be obliged to interrupt a decent and inconspicuous life 
among people of his own kind to defend himself against public attack so ignorant 
and ill-judged, that he should find himself in the degrading position of review ing 
his own books and explaining his own jokes, of haggling about the ndiculc of 
humane ladies and the superstitions of the Nestonans with an opponent of this 
character ’ No one can practise the trade of w nting, howcv er obscurclj, w ithout, on 
occasion, being the object of stupid abuse Had the Editor of The Tablet found, as I 

ope he may shortly find, employment more suited to his temper, and had his attack 
on me appeared in an organ where its tone would have been less inappropriate, I 
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should have known how to treat it and should not now find myself dragged into this 
distasteful quarrel Your Eminence’s patronage alone renders this base man 
considerable, and it is with the earnest petition, as much for the good name of the 
Faith as for the comfort of all intelligent English Catholics, that a scandalous misuse 
of your patronage may be corrected, that 1 ascribe myself, 

Your Eminence’s very humble and obedient servant, 

EVELYN WAUGH 

' Cardinal Bourne (1861-1935) 

^Ernest Oldtneadow remained Editor unUl 1936 


To Lady Mary Lygon Breccles HalF, 

Quly 1933] Attleborough, 

Postcard Norfolk 

So sorry I was mad carew^ Fn Longing to see the dignity prospenty and peace of 
Mad[resfield] again Will come Tues and let you know with telegrams So John 
Julius^ had a book he kept showing to Capt McDougal and it was called Reading 
Without Tears So I went too far teasing Capt Mac and was not like a gentleman 

Bo 

'Home of Vcnctia Monugu (1887-1948) Mamed 1915-24 to Edwin Monugu Fncnd and 
correspondent of Herbert Asquith 
^ Mad Carew from ‘The Green Eye of the Little Yellow God’ 

^ John Julius Cooper (1929- ) Only child of Duff and Lady Diana Cooper Succeeded as Viscount 

Norwich 1954 


To Katharine Asquith^ Savile Club 

(1933'] 

Dear Catherine, 

1 sent off two books to you toda) Remoiers & Blackers^ Well I dont know what 
the effect will be I dont think there’s much to bring a blush in Remoters & yet I 
don t know — is it justified teleologically^ As for Blackers there are bits in that to 
make jour hair stand on end worse than Garnett^, or Maugham But what was I to 
do' There the books w ere and any minute you might come across them & the fat 
would be in the fire, cat out of bag etc So it seemed best to take a nsk & send them on 
and perhaps the result will be no more loy ely week ends like the last 
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An>"wa\ I have had that, and it was the most enjojable m years 
Diana [Cooper] just cant belie\ e you like me 

Love from 
Exeljm 

' Kathanne Asquith (1885-J977) Widow of Ra>Tnond Asquith, son of the Pnme Minister See 
Appendix of Names 

^Remote People and Black Michief 
^ David Garnett (1892- ) Witter 


To Lady Mary and Lady Dorothy Lygon 

[September 1933] SS Kraljtca Martja (Qiieen Mary) 

Darling Blondy & Poll, 

So I am in the sea of Marmora and it is \ery calm & warm and there are lots of new 
& old chums on board and I ha\ e seen numbers of new & old places and am enjoymg 
myself top-hole 

I had only 2^ minutes in Venice so couldnt buy bad taste shoes but hope to do so 
on return journey 

Alfred' (brother of bald dago) has behaved \ery^ well so far except for once farting 
at Lady Lo^at^ 

Lady Lavery missed the ship and so did Mr Yorke but instead there came those 
decent Bobbities ^ The ship is full of people of high rank including two pnneesses of 
royal blood There is not much rogenng so far as I ha\e seen and the food is 
appalling Exeryone except me ate a lobster and it poisoned them God they were 
sick 

There are several beasts of vanous rebgions & they are jealous of each other and 
there is a Protestant Canon^ with a beard who talked to one of the pnneesses with 
his fly buttons undone and she was disgusted 

I went to Athens which was full of wily Greeks & now go on to Istanbul which is 
full oftemble Turks My jagger is called Collon god he is contemptible Collon and 
I went to the mountains to see a very' good taste church and were bitten by bugs such 
as you wouldnt believe possible The lovely Magdalen Fraser^ is ugly as hell and 
dull as mud There is a decent cousin of Porchy called Gabnel Herbert® She got 
drunk on gin for the first time & is a little sheepish about it 

Perhaps that handsome Dutch girl is staying with you Give her my love & a 
kiss on the arse and take one each for y ourselv es too 

Bo 

And kiss Lady Sibells arse too if she is wnth you 
And Mims 
And Jackies 

1 don’t think Mr Hood’ would like it but give him one if he would 

' Alfred Duggan (1903-64) No\elist 

’Laura Lister (died 1965) married Lord Los'at in 1910 



8o THE LETTERS OF EVELYN WAUGH 


^Viscount Cranbome (1893-1972) mamed in 1915 Elizabeth Ca^cndlsh (1897- ) In i 947 he 

succeeded Msrcjuess of Sslisburv ConserA atixc ststesmsH 

■•Canon William AmgerWigram (1872-1953) of St Paul’s, Malton, 1928-36 

5 Magdalen Fraser (1913-^9) Daughter of Lord Loiat Mamed the Earl of Eldon in 1934 

‘■GabnelHerbert (1911- ) Mamed in 1943 Alexander (Alick)Dru HcrioungcrsistcrLaurarvasto 

marrj Waugh Their father was the younger brother of the fifth Earl of Carnarvon 
’ A boxer from Birmingham who trained at Mahem with Wally Weston 


To Katharine Asquith' [Portofino ] 

AND THE Earl of 
Oxford and Asquith^ 

[September 1933] 

Dear Catherine & Tnm, 

A fine picture of Milan station My )oumey went on as it began with dense 
crowds& discomfort 

How’e\er it is most enjoyable here tho you understated the dangers Life a 
constant struggle with malignant natural forces - another Guiana for insects - 
landslides, heavy exertion Deliaous simple food and the wine not at all as you 
desenbed it 

There are here chap called Francis^ of great beauty whose brother I used to 
know until he died in an edify ing way, Jewish giantess called Eta"* who play s oboe & 
concertina, bald, crazy mural decorator named Johnny®, white mouse named 
Laura®, fat girl full of sex appeal named Bndget’, gawky youth named David® 
courting her unsuccessfully, a dishexelled Scottish giantess called Magdalen 
[Fraser] who sometimes stops giggling to sing madngals, very decent hostess® who 
barks like Mr Lunn, astute urchin with neurotic tendencies called Auberon*®, 
decent chap called Peter'' who has only woken up once & then to complain of seeing 
a ghost 

Returning Rome Express Thursday At Juliets Fri-Monday & will nng you up 

Love from 
Evelyn 

' Kathanne Asquith had been on the cruise with her son, and Waugh spent a week sightseeing with 

them in Ravenna and Bologna before going to stay with the Herberts at Portofino 
‘ Her son Julian (Tnm), who had succeeded to his grandfather’s title in 1928 
•I ranas Howard (1905- ) Succeeded as Lord Howard ofPennth 1939 
^ Eve Mvers daughter of Leopold Myers, the wnter 
^ John Spencer Churchill (1909- ) Composer, painter, sculptor 
' l-aura Hcrbcn (1916-73) Mamed Waugh in 1937 

’Bndgct Herbert (1914- ) Laurassister Marned to Edward Grant 1935-47 
•' David Peel (igio-44) 

■’Mary Xcvcv (1889-1970) Marncd 1910-23 to Aubrey Herbert Laura’s mother 
\ubcron Herbert (1922-74) Laura s brother 
'' Piter Acion (1909-46) Brmhcr of I ord Aaon 
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To Lady Mary Lygon 
[October 1933^] 

Darling 

God how sad not to see you and say thank you thank you for all your kind 
hospitality It has been lo^ely staying with you Thank you Thank you 

Just heard yesterday that my divorce comes on today so was elated and popped 
question to Dutch girl [Teresa Jungman] and got raspberry So that is that, eh Stiff 
upper bp and dropped cock Now I must go How sad, how sad I wont sponge any 
more but I’ll be in London next week at Savde and hope you will sponge on me for 
luncheon or dinner whenever Letty' frees you 
Now I will go to Mells- 


BO 


Good about Chetty ^ 

•Lady Lctticc Lygon (1906-1973) The eldest of the sisters Mamed to Sir Richard CottercU 
1930-58 

^ Home of the Asquith family 

^ Roger C 3 ietwode (1906-40) A close fnend of Lady Mary’s 


To Lady Mary Lygon 
[October? 1933] 

Postcard 

That was a decent letter Well at Victoria at nine they said you mcdougal your train 
IS at nine thirty Then I wrote' and wrote and wrote for 3 days and once I went to 
Chichester in a bus hoping to find a Cinema but there wasn’t one then I thought 
well at least I can have muffins for tea but there weren’t any, so I had my hair cut in a 
bad taste way and came back to solitude and sorrow and my tear drenched pillow 
Yesterday I couldn’t stand the disillusion, bitterness, death any more so I went to 
see a Mr Plunket Greene whom I know and he was decent and showed me a huge 
green house where he is going to grow tomatoes for the market and call it Plunket 
Greene Houses Ltd Ha Ha I will see you on Wed when the sun has )ust passed his 
zenith In the evening unless she is dutch I shall be with Miss J can’t help loy ing 
that girl An aeroplane keeps roanng over my head oh dear oh dear I wish I was dead 
like Reggie Beaton ^ and the legless Jagger^ at your gates Tell Grainger I think of 
him always the lascii lous beast 

Boaz 

’ Ninety~Ta>o Days 

^ ReggicBeaton, elder brother of Cecil, threw himself under a tube tram on 16 October 1933 

’Wall) Weston, a fnend of Hugh Lygon, who ran a training gymnasium He lost a leg in the First 
World War and Vept a pub 
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To L A G Strong ' Lasmn ( ourt ] Intel, 

[26 Noecmbci 193-^'] Chaj'ford, 

Devon 


Dear Strong 

Many thanks for jour kind invitation to coninhiitc to ‘How I began’ 1 wish I 
could accept but 1 am in the middle of a book s, cam interrupt it 

Vours sinccrclj 
Evcljn Waugh 

By the way I have an idea that the title has been used for a bool of sex instruction for 
children 

’ Leonard Strong ^rotc or edited o\cr a hundred booLs Bc^tnninfs cs«j*; be writers of fiction on 
their literary beginnings, was published in 19-55 


To Lady Mary and Lady Dorothy Ljgon (Pc/, Morocco ] 

[January 1934] 


Darling Blondy & Poll, 

How very decent & surpnsing to gel letters from jou both so soon It made me 
feel less than a thousand miles awaj Perhaps you will both come a, visit me 

® vvarm welcome 1 promise you 

Well It was a dull voyage out because all the pretty people were stek all the time 
and only one man was drunk on new years eve and he was very small and low class 
and had pinch-noses and he tried to conduct the band and no one thought that 

funny except an old German lady who laughed fit to bust It w-as very cold in the 
ship 

Then I came to Tangier and a black man confiscated all my cigars though I had 
not tned to smuggle them That was very sad indeed I sat in Tangier for nine hours 

an no one spo e to me except a boy who wanted to clean my shoes but I was too 
mean to let him 


Then I took a night tram to Fez 

bniic ^ town - with little streams running all through it &. very oh 

hous^ with walled gardens & shops selling some of the worst taste objects I eve 

neontp ®tid 30,000 Jews and about 3 white people Thew’hit 

p ople have a town of their own five miles away hke the New Age at Hereford 

wTlT ^ There is ; 

iTen^h no medal: 

when they are brave, no wounded stnpes when they are hurt 

_aimterTf ^ ^t-oggy taxi driver called Joseph and he took me round thi 

ten francs each & a ^ fifteen & sixteen foi 

s^took off Sr a huge stomach which didn’t show unn 

o offher clothes & then It was too late 
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It IS not at all hot m fact it is cold & there are no fires or hot water pipes in the 
hotel But the wine is free & rather nasty & there is lots of food I have begun the 
no\eP and it is excellent, first about sponger^ and then about some imaginary 
people who are happj to be mamed but not for long 

TTie five to two’s ^ have their own part of the town because the Arabs think they 
smell so It IS like Madresfield at Xmas 

There was a shameless blonde (English I think) in evening dress with a thing in 
her hair going round the brothels just as did Mme de Janze^ and the tarts despised 
her tembly & made her pay double for her mint tea 
There is also a brothel full of white ladies very cleverly named Maison Blanche 
but thej cost 30 francs each so I haven’t bought any of them 

When I have finished this novel I think I will go to Jerusalem for a pilgrimage to 
become holj 

I will not put anything in this letter about your affaires because it might not be 
discreet but I hope all is going hkc a house afire or a hot cake or what you will 
It IS a he that Major Duggan had lunch with me It was a night anema but I 
expect he was too drunk to know the difference, poor sot 
Little Diana^ was like Poll and saw me off 
No love to anyone except your dear selves 


BO 

* A Handful of Dust, September 1934. 

^MurroughO’Bnenfigio- ) Major in the Irish Guards 
’Jews 

■* Phillis Bo) d mamed the Comte de Janze in 1922 ‘One of the first women ever to wear a short sUrt 
the face of a puma the fastidious wall, of a crane ’ Ceol Beaton, The Glass of Fashion 

’’Lady Diana Cooper 


To Katharine Asquith c/o British Consulate, 

Qanuaiy 1934] Fez 

Dear Kathenne 

Well I hav e been here a w eek now and I very much wish you were all here to enjoy 
It too It IS a aty of astonishing beauty with running streams & fountains ev eryw here 
and enormous cov ered gateways in very narrow streets — no wheeled traffic, miles of 
bazaar, elaborate medieval fortifications, hills all round dotted with forts, olive 
trees, sand cliffs & spring grass, w aterfalls Dense crowds of moors and a few French 
soldiers - mostly Senegalese or Foreign Legion - practically no touting for tounsts 
1 haven’t done anything about taking a house yet as its too cold I hv e in a 
French pension just outside the walls where the-officers come in to play a kind of 
billiards Good cooking & tolerable local wine When it gets w-armer I will look for 
an Arab house & then you can come & stay w ith me 

Some French Franascans hav e made a chapel a kilometre away so I haven’t got 
away from that It is in an old moorish house with alabaster floors and tiled walls&. 
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ver> pi-etty too & they say mass for two nuns and a do?en criminal looking orphan 
boys with sha\ed heads and skin diseases 

All my cigars, many pounds worth, got confiscated at Tangier vthich has put me 
out very much 

I peg away at the no\el which seems to me faultless of its kind Very difficult to 
wnte because for the first time I am trying to deal with normal people instead of 
eccentnes Comic English character parts too easy when one gets to be thirty 
I don’t see any papers here so please let me know the result of Trim’s exam, in a 
post card if you have the time 

Reading the life of Charles de Foucauld - so thats edify mg 
My love to Helen' & Trim & your mother and Conrad [Russell] 

Eselyn 

' Lad) Helen Asquith (1908- ) Kathanne’s daughter 


To Lady Mary Lygon Fez 

I19343 

Darling Blondy 

Decent to hear from you I suppose that by now the pauper pnnee ’ will be on the 
high seas and you will be in the soup or perhaps Chetty again I am sorry to read of 
u u s^ death, the more so as I have just desenbed him fully in my filthy no\el and 
ntw t at will be bad taste I have wntten 18,500 words It is excellent - very gnm 

About adultery so far I am so afraid Penwinkle^ m'iII think it is about him - it isn’t 
but bus of It are like ^ 

night I was having a drink with the consul when I saw a newspaper which 
was the first I had seen since 1 left & there was a huge photograph of Lady Sibell on 
e ront an duke sues niece ^ and I said ‘Oh’ and looked at it & the consul’s wife 
Sibell Lygon is the Duke of Westminster’s fourth wife, isn’t 

nowhere to go or to talk to except froggy 

brothel wh ^^t 1,°" ^ ^ much SO I go most evenings & take my coffee in a 

at all Diitrh 5^ ^ ®*^t^chment to a young lady called Fatima She is not 

bbip natte tfays She is brown in colour and her face is tatooed all over with 

she IS vervn^n piano beautifully, she has a gold tooth 

in between ^ ^ ° others language there is not much to do 

aner\ I shanrh^*^'Kf j Fatima that milk nng you gave me, so now if you are 

as h?r taste n. f ^ ^ ^^ink F thinks much of it 

as ner taste runs to gold & silver 

genrah nehT Mairakesh soon but keep on wnting to Fez and I shall 

get It all right Keep wnting all the news as I don’t see papers 

IS no^E^^Vhere® of peppermint tea Tell Banleet the beer 
IS no good here It is made in Rabat & called Cigogne 

Best lo\c to Mr Grainger & your dear sisters 

Bo 
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’ Pnnce George 

^ A v,hite pelanesc belonging to Phillis de janze In A Handful of Dus! Djinn is ‘qaiie colourless with 
pmlk nose and lips and pink nrdcs of bald flesh round his ejes' 

^Or‘P«T\’or‘WnlJc’,frotnPeregnne LordBrownlon (1899-1978) was personal Lord-in-Waiting 
to Ed ward M11 at the time of the abdication and dro\ e Mrs Simpson across France, pursued b> the press, 
the week before the final announcement 

* The Duke of Westminster, Ladj Sibell’s uncle, sued her for libel 
’ Uncoopieramc 


To Katharine Asquith [Morocco] 

[1934] 

Dear Kathenne 

Your letter arrived this morning with the news from Balhol ’ How I wish I was in 
England to congratulate you all & sec your delight 

It IS the best thing thats happened for years - I couldn’t be more exated if they 
had caught the Loch Ness monster or Lady Lo\ at had grow n a beard 

By the way how does Tnm like haring his success, won by exalted abilities & 
unremitting toil, attributed solely to prayer’ If I was he I should not have those 
nuns mentioned too much Anyhow we all know' nuns can get what they want, but 
we didn’t suspect that monks could coach Balhol scholars That seems to me one of 
the most stimulating disclosures - or is Helen taking all credit for the tutoring’ Are 
you going to keep him at school those nvo terms’ If I ercr hare a son who gets a 
scholarship (a possibility which seems fairly remote) my inclination will be to pack 
him off round the world or into some sort of job between school & unir ersity' - or 
any'rray put him out abroad to learn a language But then I suppose there is the 
chance of his losing the taste for reading 

1 think of going to Jerusalem for E^ter Why not come there instead of Rome’ 

Best love to you all 
Erelyn 

The nor el drags on at 10,000 words a rveek I have just killed a little boy at a lawn 
meet & made his mother commit adultery' & his father get drunk so perhaps you 
won’t like It after all 

' Her son had taken a scholarship from Amplefonh 


To Lady Mary Lygon Fez 

[January ’ 1934] 

Darling Blondy 

I hare been away for a weeks well earned holiday & I came back to find 2 letters 
fromrou That was decent 

My good taste book.is ^ done I think that I shall finish it in 3 weeks and then I 
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shall come to England for a day or two & hope ro see >ou & Pol! and that dl-hchav cd 
Lady Sibcll 

God how sad about Jackie It is a pity she cant learn to rule better poor child but 
of course she nc\cr had a chance, being brought up with that \cry incompetent fat 
man Captain Hance and that scry cowardly woman Min God what am I saying’ I 
think I must ha\c taken a touch of the sun 

So 1 went to Casa Blanca wOTe karsa nt anklr' It is a large town on the 
Atlantic coast of Morocco, Tommy, was it desint No Tommy it was bloody 
Then I went to a place named Marrakesh where there was a pretty town and a lot of 
black buggers Tell Phillis that 8, she will know I enjoyed myself with thean' There 
was an hotel like Highclere so I said gne me your scry finest rooms and sshen I cot 
the bill I nearly died of it Then I went to Rabat where I drank with some pauper 
royalty called Nemours^ The Duke suffers terribly from the Demon and his 
American Duchess beat him for drinking 2 glasses of port just like \V Weston 
If you are coming to 5 to 2 land ’ for Easter y ou must start packing your pessaries 
now 

I have been reading Dalroy ■* regularly with great interest 

The poor frogs here are so exated about the Stasisky scandaD W'OTS THAT W'AS 
IT HIS KOK No Tommy it is to do with finance & piolitics 

Please tell me if it is true that the bnght young Yorkes ha\e a son*’& how Dig is 
for my newspapers don’t say anything of it 

Lots of love to all & sundry and an x for Grainger 


> According to Waugh, Phillis de Janzi thought him homosexual 

Nemours (1905-70) Descended from Louis Philippe of France he 

mamed Marguerite Watson 
’ Palestine 

* A gossip columnist in the Daily SLeich 

'«’ "> ottm death and 

contnbuted to the fall of the French Gotemment 
^Sebastian Yorle was bom 24 January 1934. 


To Lady Mary Lygon nr * r- u » i 

[March ? 1934] [Easton Court Hotel, 

Chagford, 

Devon ] 

Darling Blondy 

and [ ia ” ha™ed "n, T" ' Charl.e B H ■ a, G,bn.l.ar 

Japanese shin from tlT, ’ ^ taught by a lady named Mrs Brown on a 
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1 ha% e got a pipe for > ou to smoke hashish in and if} ou havent any hashish I will 
gi\ e > ou some but it doesn’t make me feel d d or an> thing, v disappointing 

Tootle 00 
Bo 

' Charles Bainie-Hamilton (1900-39) MP for Bath 1929-31 

^Lady Stbcll Ljgon t\-as never tn prison Prcsumablj a reference to the Duke of Westminster libel 
case 


To A D Peters 
[M arch’ 1934] 


Easton Court Hotel, 
Chagford, 

Devon 


Dear Peter 

I am back & this is my address imtil the novel is fimshed 
I here return the dramatic version of S Blandish * which I have kept too long I 
don’t see anj possibilities in it 

The name of the novel is A HANDFUL OF ashes^ 

If you have your copy, could you send it to me here to put into order for book 
publication 1 won’t^ do anything about arranging it for senal until I hear from you 
If those Amencans wrongly called cosmopolitan take it there must be no monkeying 
with the text The senal form, as I see it, would have an additional chapter of about 
5,000 words making 50,000 in all, at the end of the scene where Tony refuses to be 
divorced The chapter will desenbe reconciliation^ 

Yours 

Evelyn 

P S There was an article of mine about debunking the bush came out in December 
in a crook paper called Oxford £ 5 " Cambridge and another in U S A. called, I think, 
Virginia Quarterly* If they have paid up could you let me have the cash, dough, tin, 
sponduheks, ready, oof, doings or whatever it is Read Decameron & see no 
possibility of modernisation V sorry to have wasted so much of your nme over that 
Want to wnte a ‘Great Life’ of Gregory the Great when novel is done Perhaps 
jou’d see what Balston will pay Could you let me know how much advance I am 
likely to get on Handful of Dust & how soon’ WHAT about that portrait of 
emperor of ABYSSINIA MRS BRAND STOLE^ 

' Serena Blamiish or the Dtfficuity of Getting Married^ by A Lady of Qu^btj (Emd Bagnold), 1924 
^ Not just a slip This title had been considered, as had ‘Fourth Decade’ 

^Harper s Bazaar printed five extracts from A Handful of Dust in America, with a specially wntten 
happj ending The real ending had originally come from Waugh’s short story ‘The Man Who Liked 
Dickens’, so it was possible to put astmder what had been joined together 
■* ‘itough Life’, Vtrgmia Quarterly Review, 1934 

’ Carl Brandt mamed another American agent, Carol Hill Waugh found her ‘a secretary raised to its 
highest power’ Dianet 
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To Tom Driberg Savile Club 

[September 1934] 

Dear Tom 

Here is my new noveD I hope you will like it I think it is better than the others 
At any rate the frontispiece might amuse you I instructed the architect to design the 
worst possible i860 and I think he has done well 
It comes out on Monday 

Just back from Spitzbergen which was hell - a fiasco very narrowly retneved 
from disaster ^ 


Yours 

Evelyn 

' A Handful of Dust appeared that month 

2 Waugh had run into Hugh Lygon on 5 July and heard that he was off with the Oxford University 
Araic Expedition They left with Alexander Glen (1912- ) two days later and reached West 
Spitzbergen by xanous boats, some intended for scal-trappmg, but an unexpected thaw droxe them 
back They were away over seven weeks According to Alec, Waugh was nearly killed and thought with 
relief, *So this is it ’ He contnbuted ‘The First Time I Went to the North Fiasco in the Arctic’ to The First 
Tme I , I 935 .an anthology edited and illustrated by Theodora Benson 


To Henry Yorke 
[September 1934] 


14A Hampstead Lane, 
Highgate, N 6 


Dear Henry, 

Very many thanks for your letter of cntiasm > 

You must remember that to me the savages come into the category of‘people one 
has met and may at any moment meet again ’ I think they appear fake to you largely 
because jou don’t really believe thej exist The reason they didn’t take the stores 
was not oncstj in an^ Sundaj school sense I think it is that they couldnt do two 
t mgs at once oing home meant going complete with their own belongings — an 
i! ^ ough not at all repugnant, would have been a different kind of action — 
and they were impelled bv the mechanical [motive^] simply to go home 

li ink I agree that the Todd episode is fantastic It is a ‘conceit’ in the Webster 
manner w is mg to bring Tony to a sad end I made it an elaborate & improbable 
one 1 think too the sentimental episode with Thcresc in the ship is probably a 
^ ^ bc thcrc Thc schcmc was a Gothic man in the 

Hciinn then the real ones, finally the silver foxes at 

1 Iciion All that quest for a atj seems to me justifiable symbolism 

Best love to you both 

tit \ Evelyn 

^ thiuws ihc rest 

A ™ .Ta' -n-' p*" P»pr.or 
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madman mtroduccs an enurclj fresh note and v. c are in fantas} j ou spent far too much time on the 
tnp '\ou ha\c 348 pages roughlj 100 of these are concerned Mth Ton> running away mj whofc 
mind IS clouded by the Amazon To tell sou the truth 1 was furious that the natives did not steal all the 
stores I can’t and w on't belies e that nativ cs are honest, it’stoomuch Sovousecinwhata pathetic ease I 
am ’ The English scenes are praised as ‘perfeah possible, very mov ing and beautifully wTittcn’ 


To Lady Mary L\gon 14A Hampstead Lane 

[September? 1934] Highgate, N 6 

Darlmg Blondy 

So I too am staying wnth m> Boom * At present it is all dignity & peace but I 
expect we shall soon have a quarrel & black each others eyes & tear our hair & flog 
each other with hunting crops like the lovely Lygon sisters 

I am going to spend a very studious autumn wnting the life of a dead beast^ I 
think I shall stay here so that I shall not be tempted to the demon at the Sav ile and to 
go out with w'hores & make mj self ill as I do if I am away from good parents 
That good taste book I wrote about sponger is being a success and wherever I go 
the people shout Long Live Bo & throw garlands of flowers in mj path and I have a 
brass band to play to me in my bath 

My Alfreds wife^ has )ust inhented a fortune & is looking for a Highclere Do you 
know of one for sale I thought Lovvesbj might do but thej want to be on the Great 
Weston Railw'ay Do you see that joke or did >ou think it just McDougal You sec 
Wally [Weston] worked on the railway Oh I sec ha ha ha 

I had dinner with Dig & Henry Henry loved your Boom but God he was in a bad 
Temper 

Mr Reggie Hance is to marry a Welsh girl 

I have got fat again I wish you had seen me at the N Pole I had great sex appeal - 
thin as Bartleet 

I have just had a letter asking for the Dutch nghts of Black Mtschtef What a 
diflJicult book it will be - bound upside down with the pages in wrong order & bits 
left out I must send a copy to poor Tommy McD 

I hear you are never to be seen with Engbsh people now - Russians, Amencans, 
natives etc Well thats what comes of living abroad The South has got you 

I am going to have a httle holiday on Oct 8th for the pony fair & last round up at 
Chagford Will you come? 


xxxxxxx 

Bo 

* Waugh’s father Lord Beauchamp, father of the Lygons, was nicknamed ‘Boom’, and so it became 
the word for any father 
, ^ Edmund Campion September 1935 

^ Alfred came to mean ‘brother’, from Alfred and Hubert Duggan Alec Waugh had married Joan 
Chirnsidc, an Australian, in 1932 In June 1934 thej heard that she had inherited a quarter of a miUion 
pounds 
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Newton Ferrers', 
Callington, 
Cornwall 

So It was decent to get a letter and to hear that your great cowardice re the horse 
IS overcome There was a picture of Jackie walking along with Miss Churcher and the 
Captain (G B H )’s nght eye 

So yesterday talking of this & that what should I mention bur fucking Oh said Sir 
Robert m great pain with crocodile tears coursing down cheeks, oh }OU have a low 
view of love I am so high minded I never think of a thing like fucking To me, he 
said, love is a spintual and aesthetic matter, the worship of beauty and noble soul 
How much much better I am than you, he said 

Did I give him away & expose his great pouncing before Lad> D ^ No 
Gentlemanly Bo was silent and bore these undeserved reproaches without a 
murmur 

So today I go to Easton Court Hotel Chagford I shall be in London all next 
week and hope eagerly for some jolly times with you 

So I have been to luncheon with a lot ofcomish lords & ladies and they eat rather 
dull food & Abdy s chef has laycocked them & they have a female saint instead but 
goodness how badly she cooks 

I have given up tobacco for lent Like frisky you will say No not like fnsky 

xxxxxx 

Bo 

■The house of Sir Robert Abdy (1896-1976) who in 1930 had mamed Lady Diana Bndgeman 

(1907-67) Admirer ofFrance,OTlleCTorofFrcnch books, paintings and furniture 


To Lady Mary Lygon 
[1934] 


To Lady Dorothy Lygon 
[October 1934] 

Darling Poll, 


Easton Court Hotel, 
Chagford, 

Devon 


Did you know that m the glonous epoch 1900-1914 the word ‘poll’ was used by 
and S(wn to pay the supreme sacnfice& lay down their lives for you 

11^ interesting? I was told it 

n of It being disrespectful 

Poslfhr?!^ ^ Chagford and it is decent 

able to pav his bilUn^tf " ^ account of not being 

hard to read Thar ^ stones about the foreign legion that are very 

Castlerosse 1 w r* ' Balfour is coming next week with a viscountess not 

was aTor londV IH J^terday and thought it a bad taste house and there 

The taWeld u Lord Bathi and he had his little dinner laid out on 

the table god it was sad why not marry him? There is a very nice midget who lives in 
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G)mwall called Diana ^ & I go to stay with her sometimes She has a smutty frog 
book called Lejardw parfume^ it says that m rogenng the cock should never be 
withdrawn so much as a millimetre and this gi\ es the maximum pleasure to the lady 
on account of pressing her bladder Do you remember a wicked man called Arthur 
Elliot who ran a cocktail club^ Well he has a brother called Monty St Germains'* 
who is a great gentleman in these parts and M St G showed us a chapel where there 
was a stained glass window with a portrait of himself as a child, as it might be Elmley 
etc at Mad[resfield], so I said ‘I suppose that little angel is Arthur’ and he said 
nbthing so I said louder ‘I expect that the little angel is your brother Arthur’ and 
snll he said nothing so I shouted ‘is that your brother Arthur^’ and he 
stamped away & locked up the chapel so perhaps he is ashamed of his brother God 
how sad I have been hunting and it made me so stiff I could not tie up my shoe laces 
for three days Our openmg meet is Sat week Last Sat-Mon I went to Mells & that 
was very nice except for a lady called Violet Bonham-Carter^ who thought me very 
common because I hke Nathaniel Gubbins* She thought that to read a Sunday 
newspaper of that kind was too bad-taste even to make jokes about Next Sat-Mon I 
go to m> midget for a birthday treat Will you please send me a pretty card for my 
birthday because last year I got none and it made me very sad It is on Sunday so you 
must post It Fn I would like one best with some frost on it Tell Hughie to hurry up 
& have catholic lessons I wrote a funny short story about a looney bin ^ and a very 
dull one about a dog who bit a lady’s nose ® That dog was rather like Grainger only 
not so intellectual perhaps more like Wincey® but god it was a bad story 

Please give my best love to your sweet sisters and your disgusting fnends 

xxxxx 

Bo 

* Fifth Marquess of Bath (1862-1946) 

^Lady Diana Abdy 

^ The Scented Garden, an Arabic guide to loseHnakmg 

* Etghth Earl of St Germans (i 870-1960) 

^ Lady Violet Asquith {1887-1969) Daughter of the Pnme Minister’s first mamage She married Sir 
Maurice (Bongie) Bonham-Carter in 1915 Baroness Asquith 1964. 

‘ Norman Gubbms 'wrote a column under that name 1930-53 in the Sunday Exprets 

’ ‘Mr Loveday’s Little Outmg’ 

*‘On Guard’ 

* Teresa Jungman’s Blenheim spaniel, given to her by the nraih Dulte of Marlborough 


To Laura Herbert St James’ Club, 

[* 934 ^] Piccadilly, W I 

Darling Laura 

I am sad and bored and need your companv If you have a spare evening bctw’cen 
now and when you leav e London, please come out with me Any time will suit me as 
I have no engagements that I cannot gladly break 
Ask jour mother* first and tell her I wanted you to ask 
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That IS, supposing you want to come Perhaps you don’t 
I don’t know where I shall be in the autumn so it maj be a long time before we 
meet Please come I will beha\e respectfully, I promise 

Love 

Evelyn 

' An undated but later letter from Laura Herbert to Wauphsajs,‘I thint 1 may be able to see you then 
because Mother agreed to it before she left for Ireland but when she got back today she was in a filthy 
temper and \ery tired and seemed to want to take it all back ' 


To W N Roughead 
[4 November 1934] 
Postcard 

BBCLSD NBGi 


EW 

’ Waugh had asked Roughead to discover how much the bbc would pay for a proposed talk Fifteen 
guineas was considered inadequate 


To Lady Mary Lygon The Manor House, 

[January? 1935] Mells, 

Frome 

Darling Blondy 

I feel sad at HazeP being dead on account of having been very Dutch to her 
and so I feel a shit So to beat myself I am having a mass said at 7 30 w'hich means 
being called at 6 30 and dnving 6 miles in the cold & dark but the person who gets 
most beating by that is poor Lord Oxford because he has to get up to dnve me and 
he was never dutch to Hazel so that is unfair 

I have taken a great fancy to a young lady named Laura What is she like? Well 
ft,r, very pretty, plays pggoty beautifully We met on a house party m Somerset 

“ she IS very thin and 

might be dying of consumption to look at her and she has her hair in a little bun at 
the back of her neck but it is not very tidy and she is only i8 years old, virgin, 

S^^mch^rr " “'"“1, u “ "O' P'OSress yet ex«p 

pcSo'y “ ''" 5 '' ■" PreteLng to help her m 

cam mlkTim” '“a "" Wednesday night I 

«m make up my mind whether to go to it Will you be in London We might go & 
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You must read good taste book named Earth Stopped^ 

xxxx 

X for Poll Bo X for Sibell 

[drawing] This is shakmg hands but is not well drawn for Hughie 
' Hazel La\cry Her husband. Sir John, painted a last picture of her as she lay dying 
H White, Earth Stopped or Mr Morse’s Sporting Tour, 1934. 


To Lady Mary Lygon SavileQub 

[February 1935] 

Darling LB 

Decent you are coming to London I live there too and it is very cold & cheerless 
So on 12th J’s boy has an orgy for us to steal his wedding presents’ We will go 
together it is the pm and then later for your birthday we will have a stately orgy 

The >oung lady of whom I spoke to you named Laura came to London with me 
yesterday but it was not a success for I had a hangover & could only eat 3 oysters and 
some soda water and I was sick a good deal on the table so perhaps that romance is 
shattered 

Why had I hangover? Well I know a major and he and I went to have one dnnk so 
as to see the result of Randolph’s^ election and one dnnk led to another and it was 
the downward path for both of us 

Faner^ ga\e a party in aid of Duflf Assheton Smith ^ and the D of W[estminster] 
gave one in aid of the Duchess but I went to neither on account of F’s great smell 
and the D not asking me to go 

I set mj booms house on fire last Monday 


xxxxx 

Bo 

Bemini is O K 
Bnng me some dial 

' Edward Jessel (1904- ) mamed Lady Helen Vanc-Tempest-Stewart on 14 February 1935 
Succeeded as 2nd baron 1950 

^Randolph Churchill (1911-68) Journalist Unsuccessful in 1935, he stood for Parliament seven 
tunes and was elected as a Conservative 1940-45 See Appendix of Names 
’Syne Bamardo (1879-1955) Daughter of the founder of homes for orphans Mamed to Somerset 
Maugham 1916-27 Fashionable decorator 

^ Sir Michael Duff (1907-80) assumed the names Assheton-Smith in 1928, relinquished them in 1945 


To Lady Mary Lygon 


Midland Grand Hotel, 
London, N W i 


I missed that tram so I has e to wait w ait w ait w ait god it is sad Hugh D Makingtosh ’ 
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H D M Hugh D Hugh D I thinl I am about to die I missed the train What >sill 
Laura saj ' saj ' Hugh D Mackinglosh Grainger is impuissani as the frogs 
GRAINGER CANT FUCK - 

'Hugh Mackintosh tsas an Australian businessman, a friend of Lord Beauchamp’s whom his 
daughters found bonng 


To Laura Herbert Belton Housed, 

[3 Ma> 1935] Grantham 

Darling Laura 

Its discouraging that we nc\er meet I begin to despair of eser scemg sou again 
Best svishes for Academj exam H am sure jouwll pass effortlessly Don’t believe 
that gov emess 

Party over here In fact even my host and hostess hav c left Their daughtcr\ aged 
seven, says to me‘Why are you still here^* WTien arc you going to go^’ 

I’m pegging away at Campion Hopic to arrest him this afternoon and rack him 
before I leave Then I will hang, draw & quarter him at Mclls 


XXX 

Evelyn 

' Lord BrossTiloss’s house 
^Laura Herbert was studsing acung at RADA 
» Caroline Cust (1928- ) Mamed John Panndge 1954 


To Katharine Asquith 
Sunday[24 June 1935] 


Lytham Hall, 

Lyiham, 

Lancashire 


Dear Kathanne, 

» ’1*“' '"’“r somsonc like him -mth firet class Italian plaster 

, “’’”',‘”’‘"'''*'“'''"6”"'’*™P“E"e».dt.botate cookery Mrs Clifton, 
^isLln “ » r™" “ven feet htgh with a 

Chftons motorcar and an accordion The above all 

M of sou To"T ‘ C more sombre a. 

facefdemi, r r ” ” Tb=" there is a pie- 

mms?,rs a7 r® Latge park entirely surronnded by 

iTwts alrnl „h r” thftchea on estate 

must be at Metis yf"'bought I was good It shows what a hjpoente I 

No hjpoensj Fnda, night after seeing 5on off Very low life 

Ren" S'm KaT Bood pictures including a 

of snmrn bv t, 7 dai ’’H rjT ''” Eood place Missed Rector 
01 aiitlkcj by two days He had been starving in a glass case ^ 
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Estranged is the w ord re M[iss] Herbert High estimate of her character & charm 
undiminished but not able to sec her without embarrassment 

Appalling heat All sitting m sun w ith a dozen aeroplanes o\ erhead & the gardens 
open to public 

E\ elyn 

' Violet Bcauclcrt married John Talbot Qifton and had fi\c children includinp Manci Easter Daffodil 
(1914-78) fseultCigoS- ) and Michael (1917- ) An elder brother Harrs, knew Waugh at Oxford 
•Torn Bums (1906- ) Publisher While at Longman’s Green he commissioned in 

Chairman of Bums & Oates 1948-67 Director of The Tablet publishing compans from 1936, editor of 
The Tablet since 1967 

^Harold Dasidson (1876-1937) Had been charged and defrocked for his relationships with manj 
joung girls He was found not guilts of attempted suiade for fasting at Blackpool Ts\o )ears later he 
spoke from a lion s cage in Skegness and the lion killed him 


To Laura Herbert Adelphi Hotel, 

Lnerpool 

Elarling 

A sunny comfortable train journey We came to Crewe and I looked on the map 
and there was no way from Crewe to Lnerpool so I began to be afraid that I had 
made a mistake as on Saturday Then I came to a station called ‘Alight here for the 
Zoo’ that was alarming Then to one called Lime Street so I leapt out and it was 
Liverpool Then I went to see the new Scott Cathedral’ again & thought it worse 
than eser - then I found some decent Bloomsbury' houses Then I had dinner 
Cantaloupes, Morecambe Bay Shrimps, Steak, Cheese Souffle - Mouton 
Rothschild igi6 Very decent All round tough business men It was fun seeing the 
waiters make them order what they wanted like conjurers forcing cards Now I am 
off to my ship 

Darling darling Laura please dont find that you are just as happy without me I 
am not nearly as happy without you Bless you my darling lo\e child 

E 

'The Anglican Cathedral in Lnerpool (architect Sir Giles Gilbert Scott) was started in 1903 and 
completed in 1978 


To Laura Herbert [On board to Djibouti] 

[Typewritten] 

[August 1935] 

darling LAURA 

The Daily Mail have gi\ en me a type wnter and told me I mwust learn to use it so 
I thought it bestbt to practuce on you ' It is really quite easy if tou go slowand know 



g6 THE LETTERS OF EVELYN WAUGH 


how to spell Thai is my difllcuhj as up till now 1 have used non commiial letters 
when m doubt and there dont seem to beany on the t>pc writer I will gne jou one 
when 1 come back and you will b cable to type all mj booksand send long letters to 
Sir franky about mo tor cars and the stock Exchange and the great comfort oi tbc 
stately homes of ENGland ihopc you realise that lam using all eight fingers and 
noxx and then the thumb and that it isthc first da> so it it is not bab at all 

This is a \ery decent ship but the people scry' dull all French colonials except for 
another journalist going to Abvssinia^ called Emcnj jou will think I ha\c spelled 
that wrong but no it is his name He is a married man and docs not want much to be 
killed and has a gas mask and a helmet and a medicine chest tw'icc the si/e of all mj 
luggage and I ha\e told him so often that he is going to certain death that I base 
begun to believe it myself 

No one at all pretty on board except a half-caste girl in the second-class and 1 
have not been able to find her since we sailed 

We have to stop at Haifa to land some Jews so shant reach Djibouti until 20th and 
Addis not till about 24th probably Soon it will be too hot to type 

Shall 1 put in some affectionate bits now XXXWXXXXXXXX' NO ? All nght that can 
wait till I get back 

Tell you what wnte me one letter it may get through before they bust up the 
railway Send it poste rcstantc Addis Ababa 

I dont at all like the idea of you in the hands of those barbarous wops if they are 
ready to kill poor Mr Emeny w'hat will they do to your^ 


xxxxxxx 
All m> love 
Ev el>n 

' First paragraph is reproduced Icncr for letter Later typcwniien letters are minimallj corrected 
* Waugh was on hts waj to Ethiopia to report the war against the Italians for the Daily Mail He had no 
expencncc as a war corresixindent and little as a reporter, and had been rejected bj the Daily Express, 
but ‘anyone who had actually spent a few weeks in Abyssinia itself, and had read the dozen or so books 
which contnbuted the entire Elnghsh bibliography of the subjea, might claim to be an expert ’ IVaugh 

m Abyssinia, p 49 

^Laura was in Portofino 


To Penelope Betjeman^ Red Sea 

[August 1935] 

Dear Penelope, 

Can YOU find out for me anything about a man who should be a neighbour of 
yours, named Rickets^ ^ He says he is master of the Craven & lives near Newbury I 
want particularly to know how he earns his living, whether he is in the British secret 
ser\ ice and whether he is connected with Vickers or Imperial Chemicals Don’t on 
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anj account mention m> name in your enquiry Be a good girl about this and I will 
reward 5 ou when I get back 

Reply poste restante Addis Ababa 

xx\ 

Evelyn 

' Penelope Chetvrodc (1910- ) Mamed John Betjeman in 1933 See Appendix of Names 
^Francis W Riclctt, a Bniish entrepreneur secrctlj representing American oil interests, to whom 
Haile Selassie signed oscr exclusiic concessions to a large part of Abj'ssinia He had joined the ship at 
Port Said WTien he recci\ ed coded cables he said ‘From my huntsman He saj s the prospect of cubbin’ 
arc excellent ’ Waugh thought him an arms dealer The \ eteran Sir Perciv al Phillips hrolc the story on 30 
August in the Daily Teltgraph - the biggest ‘scoop’ of the war Nothing resulted from the deal 


To Laura Herbert Addis Ababa 

24 August [1935] 

My Darling Laura, 

I’ve given up the typewnter I couldnt use it and the noise disgusted me 

I wonder how you are In fact I wonder about you most of the day when I have 
any ume to think of anything except fixing meetings with Ethiopian ofiiaals to 
w Inch they dont turn up The thing I think about most is your ey clashes making a 
noise like a bat on the pillow How compromising that sounds - you know what I 
mean, but the Ethiopians wont who read all my correspondence & telegrams I am 
universally regarded as an Italian spy In fact my name is mud all round - with the 
Legation because of a novel' I wrote which they think was about them (it wasnt) 
wth the Ethiopians because of the Matfs policy with the other journalists 
because I’m not really a journalist and it is black leg labour Fonunately an old 
chum name of Balfour^ is here and that makes all the difference in the world 

Nothing could be less romantic than my circumstances at present There are 
something like 50 press people in the town, photographers etc all told There is no 
news and no possibility^ of getting any, and my idiot editor keeps cabling me to know 
exactly what arrangements I am making for cabling news m the event of the 
destruction of all means of communication There is a pleasant enough mob of 
cosmopolitan, polyglot adventurers, spies, armament touts, soldiers of fortune etc 
The only people who are not at all disturbed in the routine of their lives are the 
Abyssinians themselves who are absolutely self satisfied and confident of victory, 
not only of maintaining their independence but dnv mg the Italians to the sea & 
conquenng the Red Sea coast 

But if you are interested you w^II hav e read all this in the papers w eeks before y ou 
get this and if you arent interested why should I tell it all to you now Any news I can 
give you will be old news Did you follow the Muzi Falconi shooting incident ^ The 
truth of that was that he attempted suicide Vina^ the minister kept trying to get 
him back to his post in the intenor to be assassinated so as to have an ‘madent’, but 
he couldn’t get through on account of the floods This preyed on his mind a bit Also 
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he was in wrong with his wife Also she is daughter of Barton^ British Minister 
here, so that was embarrassing with international things as thej art So he shot 
himself in the lung but didn’t die Sad stor\ 

I ha\e engaged a Greek spy named Mr Galatis who whispers wholly incredible 
stones into my ears in wholly unintelligible French I am off to the Moslem country 
for a few days to investigate one of these stones, doubtless a he, about dissemination 
of Arabic anti-Abyssinian propaganda 

Darling child I feel eery far away from you 1 cant think much about soft & 
delicate things m all this scramble 

I expect I shall be able to write again once or twice before the war starts I w ill if I 
can Bless you lovely girl All my love 


Eeelyn 

My love to Gabnel, Bridget & of course your mother I hope Bndget w ill be married 
before I get back * 

1 hope there have been thousands of protective pimphcs at Porto Fino Every 
report of British anti-Italian policy has made me fear for \ou It is idle to pretend I 
should like you so mueh if they rum your face 

^ Black Mischief I witnessed the reunion of Waugh and “Prudence” in one of the capital's two 
dreadful cinema clubs, and it is the onl) time I have seen a woman dash a glass of champagne m a man’s 
face ’ Willum Deedes in Spectator 5 Ma^ 1979 

2 The Daily Mail was unusual in being pro-Italian 

5 PamcL Balfour was special correspondent for the Evening Standard 
* Count Vino, the Italian minister accredited to Haile Selassie 
5 Sir Sidney Banon His elder daughter Manon mamed Falconi 

‘Laura’s sister Bndget mamed Eddie Grant on 20 Nos ember 1935 after a long engagement 


To Katharine Asquith 
5 September [1935] 


Deutsche Haus, 
Addis Ababa 


Dear Katharine, 

T' r u 'f K to b= a or not which I 

shmildow’ Mussolini’s bughouse Well I 

ou™tisTl ? r »• Mens The 

Aem bm th« '* tinhoppy ,o be one of 

tZ and fdZ h I ? "O"’' '■k' the m^ges I send 

of honour because th^y hal^pve" nl^'hiTholT ' 

left in soun if T etnrtnpd holiday at great expense and would be 

to sITr^e for Idem o™" '““‘"t'httory mesieiges, they don’t went 

^meting, word fud we telegraph abuse at 4 and 

are’’threeTf'us' whol''“ '^’’"les M.lnes-Gaskell ■ so now there 

went to jijiGGA and Charles has no job here on account he is nch We 

JiJlOGA and arrived by accident in the middle of a first class spy storytand 
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we got all the details and it was sensational and we thought at last D Mail will be 
pleased but not at all, there had been a bigger excitement with a crook named 
Rickett at Addis and they were funous I had missed that -Still it was delightful at 
Jijigga There were Patrick and Charles and I and two askaris with antiquated nfles 
lent us bj the Goiemor of Harar and our Abyssinian sen ant who was stiff with 
dope all the time and thought he was the Belgian Minister Well he had been 
chewang khat all the way from Dirredowa and was full of it It upset him i ery much 
when he heard of the Queen’s death, and an Arab spy of Patnck’s now in jug and an 
Afghan spy of mine named Wazir All Beg, \ery dignified but liable to err as w'hen he 
told me the Italian consul had filled the foundations of the Harar Palace with 
dynamite and would blow it up on Sept 8 But this is no odder than what the 
journalists wnte e\ery day When I was in Jijigga I asked if there were any 
Europeans any w here near Yes the Arab spy said there w ere fi\ e Maltese Popes, so I 
went and found a little huddle of Franciscans Ining in frightful squalor and 
expecting to be arrested any minute for complicity in the Roquefeuil plot They 
Ined on boiled beads out of their rosaries 

No letters, but that’s my fault as I told e\eryone it was no good writing Make 
Desmond review Campion ^ Best love to everyone 

E\elyn 

' Charies Vlilnes-Gaskell ‘had come out pnmanl) in search of amusement’ Waugh w Abyssmta, p 

88 

^Count and Countess Maurice de Roquefeuil du Bousquet, a French couple, were arrested when she 
was found to has e a roll of film in her armpit, destined, she confessed, for the I talian Consulate at Harar 
Patncl Balfour’ssp), nicknamed Mata Han, informed them 
^Edmund Champion was not renewed bj Desmond MacCarthj 


To Laura Herbert [Addis Ababa ] 

[Typewntten] 

October 1935 

Darling this letter w'lll be opened and read by a ludicrous little Belgian who has 
deserted his army and been made censor here Fortunately he speaks little English 
so he will not understand much of it but like all ignorant and \ulgar people he is 
liable to condemn all he doesnt understand That is for his benefit 

It seems as though this job w'ere nearly o\cr They began their war last week and 
for a day or two things here were quite gay with air raid scares and the Amencans 
losing nerse and poor Mr Emeny We had our first death too and a latter day 
adventist funeral with extempore pravers bv an amencan minister ‘O god please 
help us the late departed’s sorrowing colleagues and do the best thou canst o god to 
cheer up his poor w ife I know us hard for v ou 0 god but hav e a trv O god thou hast 
appointed three score y ears and ten as mans allotted span but O god statistic’s go to 
prove that comparativelv few ever attain that age’ and so on well that was fun but 
now things have settled down again just as before except that there is no news and if 
there wrew wr were funny how hard that word is to get right wr were gotvit were 
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were were were were if there were we should not be allowed to send it b) the censor 
whom I ha\e tild tou about The telephone to the north is cut and the onl} news we 
get comes on the wireless from europc \ia Entrea No one is allossed to lease Addis 
so all those adventures I came for will not happen Sad Still all this ssill make a 
funny nos el so it isn’t svasted The onlj trouble is there is no chance of making a 
serious war book as I hoped It seems certain that the journalists svill all be recalled 
preetty pretty soon I cant decide if 1 shall go too or not It is just possible that things 
might become exating when all these ameritans lease Vinci the wop minister 
leaves tomorrow' and then I shall base no friends and no sources of information 
When I get home i shall buy a cottage Please find me one Dorset or Somerset 
near ssater sea or riser long way mam road but near main line station I wouldnt 
mind the Berners Betjeman country On no account the Juliet Beaton Pembroke 
country' ’ No pine trees Sanitation light etc no consideration Find me a house like 
that theres a poppet preferably thatch but not beams Think of Mr Bes erlej Nichols 
famous cottage^ and get the opposite How about the Minehead district then you 
could come and visit me 

So I suppose you arc acting now and falling down and elocutingand so on well it 
IS one better than being journalist and I know you do it better than I do my job 
Goodness hosv stale and meagre my cables arc I got thirty D/zi/j'/MaiA last sscck and 
nearly died of them I hope you hasent been trying to read them 

How very sad about Eddie^ I hope he is noss settled all right How arc all your 
pimplies 

I had a baboon but he seemed incapable of affection and he kept me awake in the 
afternoons so I threw him away I will try and bring you back some antelopes and 
ostriches 

i-Tr ” have leccivcd a copy of Campion by now dont try and read it put it on the 
s c an ViZii for the novel about journalists all mj lo\c to you loveK poppet 
xxxxxxx evelyn j ^ n 


ps It IS odd 1 dont sav more about love to your mother and gabnel etc that is to be 
taken for granted it is very sincere love so please tell them 


' North Wiltshire or Berkshire rather than south Wiltshire 

.n- ,,,3, 

’Eddie Grant had left the publishers. Peter DaxHK: »„.k..i, i. . j l 

y .suers, reier uaMcs, with whom he had been in partnership 


To Laura Herbert 

[Typewntten] [Ethiopia] 

[October 1935] 


unpoU .rbv'’aZ?r,l“.T “ ' themselves so 

Ze'fih , sen a 'h, ' they can, ge, a v,ss for another chap ,o 

P n the w orld next to london and this particular chap h-rs 
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gone bats on account of the heat and thinks he is a Icppcr So I cant ^er\ A\ell lca\e 
them flat without an\ one here at all and it looks as tf 1 shall die in harness as thet sa\ 

I am sure \ou will s\mpathise because \ou arc lazi too 

So there was a \cr\ sad banquet at the palace the night before last a the lights 
failed 5 times awe all talked on as if nothing had happened except P Balfour who 
laughed a all the amencans thought it Ncr\ bad taste but he was laughing because a 
Spaniard said to him I wish sou were a girl then I could pinch \ou So I read in the 
paper that Bridget is to marrx Capt grant 1 ha\c bought a picture of the battle of 
Adowa It IS rather disgusting so 1 will gisc it to D[iana] Abd\ not jou 


ToLad\ MAR’i LygON Harar, 

[TjpewTitten] Ethiopia 

26 October 1935 

Darling 1 can think of no reason wh\ jou should not wntc except that >ou hate me 
and no reason whj sou should hate me so I am puzzled as macdougal I am sick to 
death of this countrx and these lous\ blackamoors so 1 will soon come home 
Perhaps m time for Xmas Will \ ou ask me to \ isit \ ou at mad' 

Pauper’ has gone away and I am lonely 


BO xxxxx 

My chief object in w ntmg is to gi\ e y ou some of this good taste paper for ^ our scrap 
book 

lo\ e to mr gYainger 

' PatneV Balfour 


To Catherine and Arthur Waugh Dessye, 

26 November [1935] Wollo 

Dear Mother and Father, 

There is a chance this may reach y ou for Chnstmas I hope it does to give you all 
tny lot e I w'ish I was w ith y ou I dont know when it w'lll be possible to get back now 
1 am living m camp in the mountains with about thirty other w'hites of vanous 
nationalities Mostly Amcncan and German It is deadly cold and dull We came 
here in the hope of going to the front but cant even mov e out of town 

We get absolutely no news from outside Thewarmay be over for all we know So 
itiy opinion IS worth less than anyones but I behev e the Italians are beaten * Not by 
sanctions but because they never contemplated the necessity of military conquest 
on a large scale and entirely miscalculated the spirit of the people They had been 
going away money to chiefs for years, knew the Emperor was unpopular and 
imagined that the moment they appeared in impressive strength the majonty of the 
country would join them 
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Best lo\c to Alee Joan children etc It was good news about Cruttwcll* 

Eveljn 

‘ Italian troops;entered Addis Ababa nn 5 Ma> lotb 

Joan Waugh had wntten that C R \1 F Cnittvscll (1K87-1941) Waugh’i bisfon tutor at Hertford 
and old cnem), had stood for Parliament as a Conscrsatisc at Oxford and Iicen defeated bt A P Herbert 
* A tongue like a vshiplash’ A I Rowsc, i Cnrnifhman til Ot/hrii 1965 


To Penelope Betjeman 

[T} pew ntten] 

[Nos ember 1935] jn camp dcss\ e w olio pros ince cthiopia 

darling pcnclope ungrateful bitch I ga\c jou a rare cop> of m\ excellent book 
named E Campion and not one word of thanks do I get I am celibate since Aug 
1st on account of the altitude which reduces the carnal appetite, the great ugliness 
and disease of Abjssinian w-omcn, & m> lose for Miss L Herbert Send Xmas 
pudding to me at Deutsches Haus Addis Ababa Patnek is in Arab} I am in a 
bittcrl} cold mountain w'lth a boring hypochondriac socialist God I could kill him 
The telegraph xery sensibly refuses to accept press cables any more I am a x cry bad 
journalist, well only a shit could be good on this particular job We had a dinner for 
Thanksgixmg Day given by a yank it xxas beastly & no xxine for fear of the great 
sensibilities of 7th day adxcntist clergy I haxe a lion skin coat it smells like a corpse 
Give my loxe to Gerald' Funny re Anthony Jenkinson" I will take that cottage I 
saw when I come back Ex cly n ^ 

’ Lord Berners 

^Probablj John Anthony Jenkmson (1909-35) Marned Joan Dunn, sister of Philip He killed 
himself ^ 

C^n'Im?in*^^lehTnfPalestine and spent 


To Katharine Asquith 
23 December [1935] 

Postcard 


[Jerusalem] 


penan T" Spending four 

BctWehcru I half ha« JerusaUm Fn/rl, A A ■’’Sh' at 

reformation & tbo O t 1 Christianity begins with the Counter- 

exception excellent BritTtVeMnTnj rhe“'Hope 

S: Rot' °Lo2 ^-“p", rna'tet t f 

taeneea, R„„e, London, Pans homfy mo ] hate long ceased ,o be proud of being 
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English-now wc must cease to be proud of being European The\ ha^ea wall here 
where the Jews blub A sensible idea Dome of Rock good building 

E 


To Katharine Asquith King David Hotel, 

28 December 1935 Jerusalem 

Dear Katharine, 

I wrote 5 ou a post card and said I half-hated Jerusalem Well that is all o\ er and I 
los c It dearb 

It has c\en made me lose the Abyssinians a little to find them Ining in fnghtful 
squalor in a collection of huts on the roof of the Holj Sepulchre Bits of meat Ijing 
about and dirts clothes and their pathetic eloigne black faces 

It was decent to have Chnstmas without the Hitlerite adjuncts of }ule logs and 
randeer and Santa Claus'and conifers But I was appalled to discos er that we base 
no altar at all in the basilica at Bethlehem - built bj Constantine and Justinian 
where Baldwin i W'as crowned and Edward jv of England sent lead to repair the 
roof The Midnight Mass the) broadcast and Americans come to hear doesn’t take 
place in the Church of the Natnitj at all but in an execrablj uglj, totallj modem 
Church of St Kathannc (well I suppose that bit is all nght) next door Did you 
realise that' 

I feel obliged to write a history of England and the Holy Places You sec St 
Helena, Baldwnn, Lord Stratford de Redcliffe, General Gordon etc all English 

Off tomorrow to try and get to Petra - but that is difficult except at great expense 
After that Damascus Then I don’t know I don’t really want to return to Europe 
until I know one way or the other about my annulment and can arrange thinp 
accordingly 

'Best love to you all, 

Evelyn 


To Laura Herbert Bndgewater Estate Office^ 

[Spnng 1936] Ellesmere, 

Salop 

Sweetie Another letter last night It is noble of you I wush I could show how 
grateful I am by writing six pages of vivid description of my last twenty-four hours 
Well I dont think I can because you see I havent left my rooms Mrs Whitefield told 
me about a woman who got drowned in the lake but that was some time ago and not 
particularly exciting — she was ‘skylarking’m a boat and they dragged the lake all 
day before they brought her in 

I am delighted that you were punished wnth a dislocated hip for entertaining 
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pimphcs I hope it hurt acutely and is now quite well Down with O’Neil and 
Cheatham 

I am pegging awa) with Afyssmia^ and the X words - all right Saturdaj, two 
words missing yesterday I dreamed that I was basing dinner with the King at Fort 
Belvedere and jaggenng him madl} and he suddenly said, ‘the whole object of the 
Abjssmian campaign is to separate the Herbert familj’ I laughed immodcratcK at 
the time but when I woke up it did not seem particularly witty. 

Tell you what y ou might do w hilc y ou arc alone at Pixton You might think about 
me a bit & whether, if those wop priests ever come to a decent decision, you could 
bear the idea of marrying me Of course you haven’t got to decide, but think about 
It I can’t advise you in my favour because I think it would be beastly for you, but 
think how nice it would be for me 1 am restless & moody & misanthropic & la/y & 
have no money except what I earn and if I got ill you would stanc In fact its a 
lousy proposition On the other hand I think I could do a Grant and reform & 
become quite strict about not getting drunk and I am pretty sure I should be 
faithful Also there is al w ay s a fair chance that there w ill be another bigger economic 
crash in which case if you had married a nobleman w ith a great house you might find 
yourself starving, while I am very clever and could probablv earn a living of some 
sort somewhere Also though you would be taking on an cldcrlv buffer, I am one 
without fixed habits You wouldn’t find yourself confined to any particular place or 
group Also I havcpractically no living relatives except one brother whom 1 scarcely 
know You would not find yourself involved in a large family & all their rows& you 
would not be patronized & interfered with by odious sisters in law & aunts as often 
happens All these are very small advantages compared with the awfulncss of my 
character I have always rned to be nice to you and you may have got it into your 
head that I am nice really, but that is all rot It is only to y ou & for you lam jealous & 
impatient - but there is no point in going into a whole list of my v ices You arc a 
cntical ^rl and I ve no doubt that you know them all and a great many I don’t know 
myse ut t e point I wanted to make is that if you marry most people, you are 
marrying a great number of objects & other people as well", well if you marry me 

thereisnothingclseimohed,andthat.sanadvantageaswellasadisadvantageMy 

on y tie of any kind is my work That means that for several months each year we 
sha 1 have to separate or you would have to share some very lonelv place with me 

m ^ ^here we liked - and if you 

vou^ould P^'^’>amcnt or master of hounds 

hevTiArrH . f" ^ ^ -‘th a girl of 19 

nossiWv J i ^he hne that you «nnot 

an™ twT. nn°n° ^ jet But 

your cousin EveKn°'AK^"^° or even answering I may never get free of 

L,.cro.cr,f,„’rd“hid 

of a d,lS;Vr„'rtT ‘ ^ l-ne, l«,e, 

hov, ?'«■ a good w.fe ,0 h,n.» told her 

l.o« to be , good tttfes, Voop h,s affections - „ ,,ic Viola Tree’s column. 



MAY^ 1936 /05 


but It didn’t go down tivcll "Rith Miss Churcher, whose pnde was hurt She w'ants me 
to know that the doctors son is an idealist«. that she is his ideal So I am afraid that 
their outlook is rather black The\ w’lll be married on Mzy 9th at Bnxton but w'e 
wont go 

Eight da\s from now I shall be with you again, darling heart I don’t think of 
much else 

All m> love 
Evelyn 

' Belonging to Lord Brov,Tilow 

* If'ttugk in Alysstitta 1936 


To Lady Mary GON Bridgewater Estate Office, 

[April 1936] Ellesmere, 

Salop 

Darling 

So I hope jour low Sundaj partj is a great success & that there are plentj of 
guests from the Low countnes cracking low jokes and looking at Low’s cartoons ha 
ha ha So now I Inc here looking after the great Ellesmere estates god it is a 
responsibility I have afforested & deforested & distrained & debentured & still it 
wont come nght WntetomealotpleaseasIamallalonchkeMLafone’ God what 
a lot of jokes I can remember I am writing a v sad book re Abyssinia The people of 
Ellesmere are very uglj 

I went to a common play named Promise'^ and Miss Best came to supper but the 
worst happened ha ha Lady Juliet [Duffj joined us & guzzled 

Is Poll dead jet 

Good bye 
Bo 

’ Michael Lafone (1900— ) Man about town. Captain in the King’s African Rifles 

^ By Henry Bernstein with Edna Best 


To Lady Mary Lygon Bridgewater Estate Office, 

[May' 1936] Ellesmere, 

Salop 

Bureau de Propnete Bndgewater 

Ma plus chere chene, 

Je le trouve bien convenable que vous m’avez eent une si salle lettre fran9aise 
Comme j’adore les grenouillesjit leures elections generales bien commises J’espere 
que tous les juifs et ma^oniers sont gravement batus par les bons camelots du roi, 
catholiques et autres personnes de bon volonte J’espere que votre aimable et beau 
pere sc trouve bien avec tous ses aimants Avez la bonte de lui donner mes 
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sentiments les plus distingues Sans doutc Ic petit chien chinois, Grainger, c.st tristc 
sans sous Malheuresement ]e ne peux pas assistcr che/ lui le mcrcrcdi a cause dc 
mon absence de Londres 

J ai passe la Dimanche che? le Milord Acton Le Samedi nous asons bu\c une 
grande quantite de Sherrj, Hock, Bougogne, Champagne ct Porto Moi, )’ai 
souffert des peines cpousantables le lendematn Comme )’ctais malade a la messe’ 
Maintenant il me faut eenre le In re sanglant de quoi jc m’occupc 
C est des nouselles tristes pour tous ses amis que M de Trafford s’est rendu en 
Europe Demandez lui s’ll a re9u un cadcau le livre dc bon gout, Edmund Campion 
de moi il y a six mois 

M Jackson a coupe un ‘arser’ dans les cours de chevaux a Worcester 
La jeune fille paresseuse, Mile Herbert, a ecrit bcaucoup de lettres plein d’amour 
mais ellc les a addresse a Staffordshire en place de Shropshire 

On m a donne un prix, qui s appclle le ‘Hasvthornden’ a cause de la bon gout de 
mon livre Edmund Campion mais il ne faut pas lire 9a avant que la presentation 
officielle en Juin, mais je suis bien content de cette affaire parce qu’il me fera 

bcaucoup de bon a\ec Mde Herbert la mere de la jeune fille paresseuse au ne? 
enorme 

L amour, les embrasscs sans nombre, a toi ma cherie 


Bo 


XJU 

of .maginatne literature bj a Bnnsh author under 


To Katharine Asquith 

Ounc? 1936] 

Dear Katharine 


St James’ Club, 
Piccadilly, W i 


c\cnt!^*nrnh ^^^egram I will go down to the cottage tomorrow 

Prompt.’ ^ ^ Laura has a day off the Academy' I’ll get a taxi at 

Why notlJk THcrbcn '*'"'“*'"5 "■<: household 

me ^ 7 ?” ned'rstf .fh’’'>■' "’J “ O-f-d They made 
all pleased to sec usi Mrs G An'sdP wasThe''’' ” 

bed room ^Mthoul looking glals chest of d " ^S'^^tion Sho%vn into infamous 
beams, a erooked floor and a bed which I th.^r" 

No one to unpack distant h.rb r-u ^ ^ Hollis^ 

downstairs bj 7 R Knox still ^nged m frightful discomfort and was 

sauteme Sat with cmntv chair nn ^ j a glass of tasteless 

Ftelinp bad about not hatine n ^ ^ nit-vtit Canadian on the other 

f not hattnp prepared speeeh Only thing that eould hate made tt 
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all nght would ha\e been good dinner and lots to dnnk No time to smoke Hustled 
into crowded lecture room^ Had expected onl) pimply undergp-aduates, to horror 
saw (a) chums - Billy Clonmore, Woodruffs, entire Acton family, Strutts^, 
Lindsays' etc (b) distinguished guests - Ned Lutyens®, Algernon CeaH, 
O’Sullnan' ® etc Well that was hell So I began to speak but words w'ould not come 
and I got lost in my arguments & confused in grammar and it w as as bad a leaure as 
I e\ er heard Then I looked at my watch, saw with delight that I had been speaking 
for 43 minutes so sat dowm sharp Felt a bit better and bt cigar Then they began 
asking questions I was admirable It waslikea\entnloquist& hisdummy We kept 
that up for an hour, wise crack back chat, & exeryone laughed a lot & went away 
thinking the exemng had been all nght Then some tepid ale and insufferable 
conversation with O’Sulbvan etc upstairs and then to my sordid bed room & at six 
some men began to lay slates on the roof So then I came to London saw my agent 
who dashed all hopes of solvency Luncheon Laura Now I must go & order a 
pressed duck for her dinner 

Best love 
Evelyn 

Julian of course no trouble with dons on Saturday night 

' Rojal Academj of Dramatic Art 

* Gracie Ansell, an Australian iiho was di\ orccd for adultery by a South Afncan gold magnate before 
the First World War - ‘No woman would speak to me’ She left England but returned m the 1920s 

■’Monsignor Ronald Knox (1888-1957) Cathobc Chaplain at the University of Oxford 1926-39 
Writer and scholar, greatly admired by Waugh who wrote his biography in 1959 

*Chnstopher Hollis (1902-77) Writer, schoohnaster, Conservativ e MP 

* For a meetmg of the Newman Society 

‘Daphne Strutt (1911- ) had married Lord Acton in 1931, so the families were connected 

’ Probably Thomas Fanshavs e Lindsav, assistant on The Tablet to Douglas Woodruff 
Sir Edwin Lutyens (1869-1944) Architect 
Algernon Cecil (1879-1953) Historian 

'“Richard O’Sullivan, a lawyer who ran the Thomas More Soaety 


To Laura Herbert St James’ Club, 

Piccadilly, W i 

^ly darling La ura 

I Was sad leav ing you at Gower Street* and 1 have got sadder since But you see I 
nuist not start mterfenng with your routine My only excuse for seeing y ou at all, is 
ihai I dont do that Well I wont go on about that All I want to say is how sad I am 
not to be w ith y ou Lov ely child, you hav c been sw ect to me all this last w eek and I 
have loved it all and I look forward tenderly to Monday Don’t go getting put in 
Pnson in mght club raids I shall think ofyou for about 17 hours in the 24 and dream 
nf>ou for the other five Darling Laura I love you Thank you for loving me 

E 

Where Laura Herbert attended r a djv 
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To Lady Mary Lygon 
[J uh' 1936] 

Darling 

V soiT} to hear of Lctt\ & Grainger's illncssc** 

So I am tr} ing to \\ rite some more about Ab\ ssima & God am I sick of it 
You will be greath surprised to hear I hasc got engaged to be married to Miss L 
Herbert I don’t think I ha\c c\er told jou about her She is la7\ with a long nose 
but otherwise jolly decent When I say engaged Miss H and the Popc^ and I and 
Gabriel ha\e made up our minds but it is not to be announced until after Xmas 
because Gabnel is so busy selling a house and settling the a\il war in Spain and 
getting a plague of fleas fumigated in Giptain E Grants house and such things that 
she can’t be bothered to pimp for Laura for a bit Also she is rather ashamed of me 
on account I mo\e in a scry undesirable set and it will take her some time to break 
the news gently to her high-bom relations So I shant be mimed for a long time 
That IS sad Also Gabnel thinks it is wrong to fuck in Lent So you must not tell 
people I am engaged or Dnberg w ill put it in the papers And dont tell pauper^ as he 
will spread foul lies about Miss H in his unchi\alrous way And don’t tell Capt 
Hance or he will take Miss H away from me on account of his supcnorscs appeal 

There is a stnke of the coal miners here because Lad\ Homer scry kindlv 
brought them an expensise new machine which chokes them & gi\cs them diseases 
ot the lungs & they are ungrateful and wont use it, which shows what the lower 
classes has e come to 

Well you have only to read the paper and sec what is happening in Spiain wrhere 
the lower classes hase the upper hand 

What is Fnsky Baldwin’s young lady ^ like Is she as pretty as L Herbert 

I long to see you and Major Duggan again and little Poll 

wxxx 

Bo 

W augh had rccen cd a telegram on 7 Julj to saj that his plea for an annulment had been allowed tn 
Rome 

^ PatncL Balfour 

^ Anhur Baldwin married Elspcth Tomes of New Yorl that > ear 


To Graham Greene ^ 
Thursday night [30 July 1936] 


Grand Hotel de Russie, 
Rome 2 


Dear Greene 

M t m ta'e J T'' I '•ad gone to 

rrnL Jd L, S’ P“‘''"B fof » mdofinne mp to 

Atnra, and not in the best shape for talking business 

£100 - and Xc ’ "»'“ggagn and a limited sum - say 

the one who amses with most cash in hand to get a pnze And more 
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competuors FJ^e at least Ho^v about Robert Byron if he’s in England In fact it 
might be open to antonc t\ho cares to put up his o^^•n stake three or 
professional tourists like ourselves to get paid for Why not in November? Don t 
answer until October as I hate no address 

Yours 

Evelyn Waugh 

■Graham Greene (1904- ) Not clist and lasting friend See Appendix of Names 

-Waugh wTison his wav to revisit Ethiopia, now controlled bj the Italians 


To Katharine Asquith Grand Hotel Subasio, 

4 August [1936] 

This IS about the most agreeable hotel I ever stayed in The head waiter told me 
nvetmg story about an English protestant dressed as a Franciscan Contrary to 
cxpeaation he (h w ) vastly impressed Said he was the cleverest man he ever met 
and he had more letters daily than anyone else in the hotel which proved e was 
highest political importance 

Off to Africa Friday full of the gloomiest forebodings I am sick of Abyssinia and 
my book about it It was fun being pro-Italian when it was an unpopular and (I 
thought) losing cause I have little sympathy with these exultant fascists now I hope 
to be back in October when I w ould like to come and live at Mrs Whats-her-names 
- the Belgian at Mells 

Missing L Herbert a lot 


To Laura Herbert 
Tuesday [4 August 1936] 

My Darling Laura ^ ,,,, 

How I wish you were here It is a lovely little tovvn — full of sun, you | 

that, and bulls and Giottos (he is a famous dead painter) A charming little hotel, a 
room with a big stone balcony giving onto an empty colonnaded square wit 
directly opposite the church of St Franas (He is a famous dead saint who put this 
town on the map ) Good coobng & wine on a terrace from which we can see the 
whole of Umbna A delightful maitre d’hotel whom I found telling my full lite 
story Mosquitos all night Otherwise perfect If I ever marry I shall bnng my wife 
here for a bit 

Sweet poppet it seems such a waste to see lovely things & not be with you us e 
being one-eyed & goggling out of focus I miss you & need you all the time Most of 
all when I’m happy 

E 


Grand Hotel Subasio, 
Assisi 
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To Laura Herbert Grand Hotel Subasio, 

Wednesday night [5 August 1936] Assisi 


My darling, 

It IS a night of inconceivaole beauty - cool after a stifling day They have put on 
the lights in the garden for the first time since I’ve been here and are proud of them 
‘The garden’ is a little terrace roofed in leaves with a monkey in a cage and tw o dov es 
in another There is an absurd little fountain - a single jet of water three foot high & 
they have lit that up too so that it looks like a damp firework From the terrace one 
can see the lights of Perugia and all the Umbnan plain and, quite near, the cloister of 
the Franciscans jutting out over the cliff and they arc having their hour of recreation 
& making a noise as if it is an orgy Am I writing like a guide book' I hope not It is 
just that I feel transported with the beauty of the night & wish you were here to share 
It Assisi seems to be full of the Grace of God Darling Laura I do so w ish you w ere 
here 

I thought It was going to be easy to leave vou for a time Don’t get that wrong 
What I mean is that I thought it would be easier for me than you, that I should be 
seeing so many different things & people that I should not be all the time longing for 
you Well I was wrong I need you all the time — when I’m vexed and uncertain & 


tired — but more than ever on a night like this w'hen everything is unearthly & lovely 
You see, darling child, so often when people fall in love& w'ant to be married, it is 
because they foresee a particular kind of life to which the other is necessary But I 
dont feel that Sometimes I think it would be lov ely to lead the sort of life with you 
that 1 have led alone for the last ten years - no possessions, no home, sometimes 
extravagant & luxunous, sometimes lying low & w'orking hard At other times I 
picture a settled patriarchal life with a large household, rather ceremonious & rather 
l^rugab and sometimes a minute house, and few fnends, and little work & leisure &. 
love But what I do know is that I cant picture any sort of life without you I have left 

England and I am only dragging about a bit of myself now 
And I don t at all regret the haphazard, unhappy life I’ve led up till now because I 
don think that without it I could love you so much Goodnight my blessed child I 
love } ou more than I can find words to tell you 


E 


To Lady Mary Lygon 
[12’ September 1936] 


As from Mells Manor, 
Frome, 

Somerset 


Darling Blondy 

n™ ■■■»= the tragic news oranghte’s 
newspaper report Do w ntc & tell me what happened 

t IS the saddest news I ever heard I shall miss him bitterly It is so particularly 
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tragic that he should ha\c died just ^\hcn he was setting up house and seemed 
happier than he had been for many years 1 know what a loss it w’lll be to all of you 
and to Boom Please accept my deepest sympathy I am ha\ mg Mass said for him at 
Farm Street 

I go down to Mells for a fortnight to finish the book about Abyssinia Will you 
write to me there I got no letters in Addis Ababa as I left before the mail I long to 
see you again in October 

My dearest lo\e to you 
Bo 

' Hugh L\ gon, tra\ ellmg in German^, got out of a car, fell doviTihill and hit his head He w as thought 
to ha^ c had sunstroVe. 


To Alec Waugh 
[1936] 

Dear Alec 

Many thanks for you letter of congratulation 

1 look forward greatly to bnnging Laura to see you when next all three of us are in 
London together She is thin & silent, long nose, no literary ^ambitions, temperate 
but not \ cry industnous I think she will suit me o k and I am very keen on her 
Wedding probably in February in the country Joan is very kindly standing me the 
honeymoon Busy looking at houses which 1 find very pleasant indeed Have found 
a lovely one but dont know' if I can get hold of it 

Regards to your children 
Ev elyn 


To Lady Mary Lygon Savile Club 

[1936^] 

My Darling Blondy 

1 am afraid I was like Bloggs & Teresa and worse about coming dowm this week 
end I didnt know w hat would be most helpful for you so ended as usual by doing 
nothing And I dont know what I can say that would not be impertinent 

But listen I know from expenence that being very unhappy is necessarily lonely 
& that friends can’t help & that sympathy means very httle - but please remember 
always that if there is ever anything I can do to help you have only to tell me, and I 
'"’ill chuck anything or do anything The sort of dislocation you have had is a pain 
which cant be shared — but being unhappy is not all loss and 1 know you have the 
sort of nature that wont be spoilt 
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I only dare to say this because T svas unhappy some years ago In rather the same 
way as you arc now 

All my lose - don’t answer 

no 


To Tom Driberg Piston Park, 

7 January 1937 Duherton 

My Dear Tom, 

I have got engaged to be married & shall be announcing the fact carlv next week 1 
don’t imagine the story w'lll be of great news \aluc but if you care to publish it you 
can have it a day ahead of The Times In return could you oblige me m one 
particular' I think that by now most people base forgotten or hate neser known 
that I was married before That marriage has been annulled by the papal courts and 
It would be very painful both to me & my young lady to base it referred to (i) 
because in ecclesiastical circles they get embarrassed if annulments arc giscn 
publicity (2) because my future wife is a near rclatnc of my former wife’s and there 
are numerous mutual aunts w'ho would be upset So may I rely on you not to bring 
the topic up' 

Apart from that you can have all the details you need She is named Laura 
Herbert, 20 years old, student at Academy of Dramatic Art, in my opinion a great 
beauty Youngest daughter of (late) Aubrey Herbert who was a famous chap in his 
day I can give you a photograph of her if you want one for Tuesdays paper - 
announcement Wednesday 


Kindest regards 
Yours 

Evelyn (Waugh) 


To Laura Herbert 

[January 1937^] 


Darling 

Two sweet letters from 
any of mine? 


you this morning from Pans^ 


Easton Court Hotel, 
Chagford, 

Devon 


I wonder if you ever got 


be free It dlpend^on Thursday I cant promise how much I shall 

comnrjt,^ y«1o tSmTcsmrdayTl^^^^^^ absolutely no 



APRIL 1937 IJJ 


girls said to a policeman “I w ish I had stilts, then I’d come up & see ya some time’” 

His only use is that he makes someone to talk to about the film I think he may 
hai e murdered the real Mr Colonel and come instead of him I can’t believe he vs as 
ever really in Holly'vvood 

I bought YOU a very fine iron & brass 18th century grate today for jQ4 m the v illage 
shop It will do for dining room or library or dramng room 

All my love 
Evelyn 

' Laura had gone to Pans to bus her trousseau 

^Through John Sutro, Alexander Korda had hired Waugh to \sorL on Lovehes from America, later 
rehtled Lovehes over London 

’An Amencan called Kernel, sent bj Alexander Korda Their treatment laas accepted but the film 
was nescT made. 


To Graham Greene St James’ Club 

[March or ApnP 1937J 

Dear Greene 

Many thanks for your letter I thought that at the moment you would be raang 
Theodora Benson * across the Gobi desert 
It IS nice of you to think of me in connexion with your new paper I like the idea 

of dramatic cntiasm The trouble is that I cant bind myself to be in London every 
week Could y ou find a second chap to do it, irregularly, turn & turn about with me 
How does that suit you ^ 

Yours 

Evelyn Waugh 

^ remember being approached in 1929 by a London New Yorker that never 
materialized Is yours soundly backed^ 

Eleanor Theodora Benson wrote ses eral boots, some in collaboration with Betty AsVwith That year 
she published Horn to be Famous or The Great w a Nutshell 

^Ntght and Day, an imitation of the New Yorker, which lasted from i July to 23 December 1937 
was the film cntic In the end Waugh reviewed boots 


To Lady Dorothy Lygon Villa Altachiara’ 

[Apnl 1937] Porto Fino Mare, 

Postcard Wopland 

DarbngPoll, 

So It IS V cry decent to be married, very decent indeed We are staying at a great 
ouse called Altachianf- translate that into English and you will laugh We were 
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verj' sorry about your great illness at the time of our vtdding and all the more 
profoundly mo\ed and touched at your appearance there A has milad\ Sibcll ct scs 
jockejs We went to Rome and saw a great deal of porphjrj God it was prcltj 
Then to Assisi &. then to Firen/c where we saw a great football mateh \ bad taste in 
fancy costume We will come back in June & h()pe& pray that you will sia\ with us 
Meanwhile please write one of your long famous & libellous letters All lose Bo 

' Thf Herberts’ house The fourth harl ofCamarton, who built it, translated the name ofhis Fnplish 
home Highclerc Waugh had been married on 17 April 


To Alec Waugh ' Mells, 

[^937] Frome, 

My dear Alee Somerset 

Many thanks for the cigars I was sorry to miss y ou again in London I tried to fiv 
a meeting with Joan but times didn’t fit I hope you arc happy at 21 Cambridge 
Square, where I have spent many happy hours 
Now that I am marrying procreating& purchasing property there is a thing which 
excites my cunosity- which you as the elder & w’calthicr of us might think it worth 
ins estigating - the \alidity of our coat of arms & crest I may want to use it at my 
house, d Arcy talks of putting it up in Campion Hall, you hate it on a lot of sihcr I 
have always had some doubts about whether we arc entitled to it We ha\ c certainly 
used It since the end of the i8th century I base some bookplates of vour great- 
great-grandfather with It engraved But stationers at that time had a way of 
inventing arms without reference to the College of Heralds Do you think it worth 
asking them, and, if it pro\es spurious, having a grant made^ It would be made to 
our father so that we should both be entitled to it and I would share the expense - 
a out I believe The usual thing in such cases is to grant the arms pretiously 
orae with some slight difference I would suggest a border to the shield 
1 here is a further point Since Robert Raban has become an Amcncan the Raban 
amily will be extinct m the male line m England In the arcumstances I think that - 
mother being the only married daughter - wc are entitled to quarter her arms, w hich 

ornamental and I think well worth 
to Z i register this for us at the same time It seems 

^ t’fi 1 ? ' important now but w-hieh our children might 

again ^ ^ ^ heraldry came into general use 

The Waugh Coat may be registered in Edinburgh 

Best wishes toMSom,rs,t^ScMzlcolm Somerset^ from Somerset 

^ Alee Waugh, h' bought 'his year 

SeirndSToto Dunh.ll’s and 

disappeared, answering no letters embarrass his fnends. 
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To Graham Greene Pixton Park, 

[August 1937] Duherton 

as from Piers Court 
Stinchcombe, 
nr Dursley, 

Glos 

Dear Greene 

Pm afraid this is below length Pll do a full article next week, when I want to do 
Calder-Marshall at some length I could fit m a novel too 
There’s nothing to take hold of in Brett Young - )ust flabby longwinded stuff 
Not enough character to attack A cushion not a bubble to pnek ^ 

Yours 

EW 

' It was a wedding present from Lads de Vesa, Laura’s grandmother Waugh wrote nineteen 
years later, when selling it, 'Piers Court, occupying a lovely position overlooVing the beautiful Berkeley 
vale, IS a fine example of an 18th-century ManorHousc an extremely fine fa9ade Thegardenand 

grounds are easily maintained and include TT Attested Farm Buildings and extend in all to 41 acres 
* Nothing on Francis Brett Young appeared The Changing Scene by Arthur Calder-Marshall, which 
concerned the state of Britain and its possible improvement under communism, received an 
unfavourable review on 9 September A collection of stones, A Date with a Duchess, also by Caldcr- 
Manhall, was highly praised the week after 


To THE Editor of The Tablet 
[4 December 1937] 

Sir, — I have a keen appetite for marvels and do not doubt that we constantly fail in 
gratitude by attributing providential interpositions to chance or to natural causes, 
but I must confess to being somewhat nonplussed by the tale, in your issue of today, 
of Canon Campana and the viper Where, precisely, did the late Miss Higginson ^ 
come to the Canon’s assistance ^ 

As I understand his story, he began his office in the confidence of supernatural 
, protection from vipers, sometime later he found one coiled in his breast with its 
head already inside his suit I do not know how common these reptiles may be in 
his district, nor how high the local rate of mortality from snake bite, but we have 
the Canon’s assurance that this particular viper was of the most dangerous kind, and 
tt seems clear that, so far from being protected, he had been subjected to more than 
ordinary annoy ance He nd himself of the snake by tossing it in the air with a cane 
and, in falling, it 'descended obliquely’ and missed his head He certainly had a 
narrow shave, of the two dangers — that of the snake nestling in his bosom and of its 
falling on his face - the former, which he averted by his own dextenty,‘'seems far 
more grave Is it not possible that, m his natural agitation, he ‘trembled for fear 
where there was no fear’, that he had-thrown the snake further and truer than he 
knew and that when it seemed to be poised immediately overhead, it was in reality 
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proceeding in a narrow parabola to a safe distance^ Should stones such as these be 
allowed to discourage critical and piecise investigation in a question of first 
importance ^ 


Yours faithfully 
EVELYN WAUGH 

'Teresa Higginson (1844-1905) had been suggested for preliminarj canonical inquiry, and booU 
were written in her support, leading to letters both for and against in The Tablet Canon Campana, 
Professor of Dogma in the Unucrsity of Lugano, related how he personally had been sased by her 
intervention, ending, ‘So I am not surprised that Teresa Higginson should ha\c deluercd many poor 
Africans from the jaws of the infernal serpents ’ It is this letter that Waugh is answering Her name did 
not go forward 


To Vivien Greene^ Piers Giurt 

8 March [1938] 

Dear Mrs Greene, 

Yes, I normally wear a dinner jacket in the evenings, Laura a dressing gown 
Do whatever is most convenient I have asked a particular fan of Grahams & I am 
sure he will dress for the meeting 


Yours sincerely 
Evelyn Waugh 

' Vivien DayrcH-Browning married Graham G«cne ,n ,927 ‘Mrs Greene, handsome with black hair, 
was plaad and sedate like a young Spanish matron’ J Maclarcn Ross, Memoirs of the Forties, 1965 


To A D Peters 
10 March 1938 


16 Cornwall Terrace, N W i 


Dear Peter, 

articlemle ‘Pam^oT^he^lIff ^ ‘Fasasm’> & would like to expand into an 

ves?erdirJoi^.T!?b'^°'' I" ^M°”>^house & others Laura’s baby^ was bom 

huce & loud No on ^ ‘ ^ well The daughter 

huge& loud No one has had the insolence to suggest it ,s like me 

1 hope you agree I was wise to turn down Sketch 


' Published s March .938 ,n the hlem S,a,esman and Nation I, 
word Fascist 
^Mana Teresa 


Evelyn 

complains of indiscriminate use of the 
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To David JoNEs^ WestHouse^, 

Qune^ 1938J Aldwick, 

Bognor Regis 

Dear David, 

Laura and I ^\ere absolutely delighted to see that you had got the Hawthornden 
Prize Yours is not only the sort of book that ought to get it - it is the book^, and the 
news IS all the more delightful as we had heard from someone on the committee that 
a different choice had been made I hope the presentation was not too embarrassing 
& that you enjoyed Miss Warrender^ & Lady Hall 

It certainly adds vastly to my pnde in having got the pnze to find myself in such 
good company 

Yours, 

. Evelyn Waugh 

' The Sussex home of Duff and Lady Diana Cooper 

’David Jones (1895-1974) wrote In Parentkests, 1937 Waugh had praised it in Ntg/tt ami Day 
‘Adtnitable it is about battle rather than war as though Mr T S Eliot had written Tht Better 'Ole' 

’ Founder of the Hawthornden Prize 


To Alexander Comfort‘ Piers Court 

29 June[1938] 

Dear Mr Comfort, 

I am returmng to you under separate cover the manusenpt of Send Forth the 
Sickle which you submitted to Chapman & Halls & which was sent on to me for a 
final opinion I should like first to thank you for the great interest which its reading 
afforded me 

I gather from your letter, which was enclosed with it, that you have some doubts 
about the book yourself & feel that it needs revision The advice I am going to give 
you must seem drastic it is to put the book away for five years and not look at ir until 
you have written a second book You may then find in it much valuable material 
which. With your greater skill & experience, you may be able to put to a new use At 
present I believe the book to have defects w'hich will prove fatal to its success Too 
hasty publication would be a discouragement to you now and an embarrassment m 
the future 

It has many good qualities of vigorous narrative and keen observation It is clear 
from It that you have a gift for wnting that, properly developed, should be of great 
use to you later But the book must be judged on its merits as a single work It seems 
fo me to fail because it has the air of being a tour de Jorce You arc dealing with a 
historical period of which j'ou ha^ e no first hand acquaintance and the general issues 
seem to me imperfectly understood I ha^e some acquaintance with the county 
about which you arc wnnng and, I must tell you, the atmosphere of your story 
seems \cry false to my own expenence In particular the inadcnt of d’Arcy going 
poaching with a tramp appears wildly improbable Very likely it is based on some 
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actual occurrence, half the problem of a no\ehst js to make real life credible, and 
you have certainly failed in this ease The conversations of another class arc always 
peculiarly difficult to report I think it was audacious of you to try rural dialect, even 
when well done, it is sometimes tedious, and, frankly, I do not think yours very well 
done The book as a whole, moreover, seems to lack a unifying theme You call it 
‘the General Dissection of a Character’, but it seems to me to fall far short of this & 
become, in many places, a mere succession of rather melodramatic incidents I am 
afraid I found Ridgway a great bore - the pseudo-Bohemian of the film - Deloied 
Vagabond type, and, I am sure, not drawn from the life 

My real cntiasm is that the book owes its origin to an impulse to vv rite a book, not 
this particular book Your imagination was not so obsessed by your subject that it 
had to find literary expression And that is the only way - at least while you arc 
learning the trade - that a good book can result 

I believe that any good writer has, in his early life, scrapped at least one book Jt 
would not be a good sign if he started doing competent work at once, that way lies 
the mechanical prospenty of the higher journalists Above all please do not think 
that a single minute of the long hours you have spent on this book has been wasted 
The time has been as well spent as if the book were published Let me also adv isc 
you, not as a publisher but as a fellow writer, not to send it to other publishers It is 
possible you might get one to take it, but I am sure the results would be 
disappointing for you in the long run and perhaps harmful to y our dev elopment as a 
vvnter ^ 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

Ev clyn Waugh 

' Alexander Oinifort (1920- ) Biolopst and writer 

"The book was scrapped Dr Comfort published a noicl, No Such L:bnt;>. in 1941 and, among manj 
other books, the enormously successful The Joy of Sex in 1973 


To Henry Yorke 
[A ugust’ 1938] 


Hotel Ritz, 
Mexico D F ^ 


Dear Henry, 

V ^ ^ what a help your introductions have been to us on our journey 

Your New Yorl agent came to the shtp to see us offs, tell the captain to look after us 
Another agent met us at Vera Crua and led us off the ship first m front of three 

mnmTP“' » d™"?' 

Sundav rh Holmes* has been charmtng to us We spent last 

bunday With him at Cuernavaca and took a nartimlar 1,1,r t 

in sending our keenest gratitude liking to his wife Laura joins 

New York was 03° and felt like rm® 'ri,» c / , , , 

father was affectionately remJbered bv an Packed with jew^ses Your 

rememhereH remembered by all the crew & stewards In particular they 

remembered him as a popular one with the girls 
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I )oin with you in dislike of Mrs Conway whom w e lunched with & with whom we 
are committed to a picnic which I rather dread 

I can’t say what I feel about Mexico yet either because I am punch-drunk to new 
tra\el impressions or because it is a prodigious mouthful to chew Of course the 
spectacle is enchanting but I feel very remote from it at present Everyone seems to 
tv ant to talk finance-politics 

I wait anxiously to hear what Chapman & Hall decide about your novel ^ It would 
be a great thing for us to publish it but they have the minds of grocers & I was rather 
afraid from what I heard, that the\ hadn’t taken it in 
We could not escape from lyrical accounts of Dig’s party The Aquitanta 
hummed with it - notably Victor Mallet ■* 

Love to you both, 

Eveljm 

’Waugh had been commissioned to v^nte a boot on Mexico by Clive Pearson, son of the first Lord 
CoivdraN The left-wing goremment of General Cardenas was hostile to the extensile Cow dray interests 
in Mexico and Pearson wanted ’the truth’ to be known Robber^’ Under Law The Mexican Object-Lesson 
I'as published in 1939, it was called Mexico An Object Lesson in the United States 

* Holmes worked for the Mexican Railway, then Bntish-owned, of which Henry Yorke s father was a 
director 

^ Party Going t939, was published b\ the Hogarth Press 

*Sir Viaor Mallet (1893-1969) Diplomat, Ambassador in Madrid 1945-6, Ambassador in Rome 
* 947 ~S 3 Sometimes referred to as ‘Sexy ’, as are Cecil Beaton and Duff Cooper 


To A D Peters Piers Court 

[25 Oaober 1938] 

Postcard 

I find on unpacking that I have lost from my luggage one tie value 10/6, and an 
uory backed clothes brush value £2 10 Can I claim this from insurance 
Also Laura is now laid up with appendicitis Does her health insurance cover 
this' The doctor thinks operation desirable but not essential It might be worth 
having It done now if the insurance are still liable 

E 


To A D Peters Piers Court 

[Rcccu cd 25 January 1939] 

Dear Peter, 

’ (a) 

Poor Laura had another attack of appendicitis on Sunday & w as operated on that 
evening Docs Uncle Clive’s insurance still stand’’ 

She IS very well a. cheerful, eating something fairly like food & sharing an interest 
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in the crossword I am living m Bristol for the time being to be near her, so that is 
another weeks postponement of poor Uncle Clive’s books 

(b) 

The Jesuits have a centenary in 1940 Tom Bums wants a book about it A stunt 
book addressed to general, non-Catholic readers He thinks it will be a great success 
It would be a years work for me & very little chance of serialising it so that I should 
need a years wages I suggest quarterly instalments of ^500 making £2000 I expect 
that will seem a lot to him It docs to me I dont think it could be done under 500 
What do you think^ What does he think’* 


Yours 

Evelyn 

' Waugh also wrote to Peters that month, ‘1 still ha\c the boot ofHeroes in mind Did we mcr discuss 
It with Bums* How would it be to offer him both that and the Jesuits*’ Neither book was written 


To THE Editor of the Spectator P,crs Court 

[21 April 1939] 


“journey to a war” 

~ mischance your issue of March 31st did not reach me until April t4th Will 
you allow me, thus tardily, to reply to Mr Stephen Spender’s* letter about my 
revaewofMr Isherwood’s and Mr Auden’s book * 2 

Mr Spender misunderstands me when he speaks of my attacking those whom I 
believe to be down It was preasely because I believed Mr Auden to be so very 
muc up t at a owed myself the pleasure of a few sharp expressions Moreover, I 
find no satisfaction in the general apathy to poetrjs what Mr Spender takes for 

and But I think that this apathy does in faa exist, 

noetic reni ^ j the Enghsh public is particularly gullible with regard to 
dTan^rw^ 7 Mr Auden is a case in point I find him a very 

ma ter m ^Pender disagrees This is not the place to dispute the 

entitled to asL owever, Mr Spender imputes personal malice to me, I am 

met Mr Auden'n ^ prejudiced -1, who have never 

understand, his int.mam Send ’ ’ ' 

of poetic mmrmS^ patience with Mr Spender’s final argument that it is evidence 

*■' -- “■■ 

attltud/rawr<k M^A '■»'“* »" of*' 

Mt no “/'"Kf As I s..d brfore,,, .s the.r 

quite decent' vfitifi wnres mediocre verse, as do a multitude of 

fnendfs“em m hal to that But a group of his 

Inends seem to have conspired to make a boob, of him At a guess, I should that 
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the literature they have produced about him is, in bulk, about ten times his o\vn 
work That is shockingly bad for a man still young, alive and, I fear, productive But 
what IS far worse is that they assume any dissension to spring from ignoble motl^es 
of personal malice That is intolerable 

Your obedient sen'ant, 
EVELYN WAUGH 

'Stephen Spender (1909- ) Poet and entic 
'^Journey to a War 




4 The War 

3 September 1939-8 May 1945 
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To Laura Waugh, June 1942 


Introduction 


I sav' both 


In ms dtar, for .9 June m 9 
cnsts but was deflected rather abruptl) In a 
deflection and asked for an explanation of this nast> sn 

D .H„, tha. .e should be »d.n. d,™» «heu. apeaUn. .be .or. 

Situation ’ 

D ‘With us It IS aluap referred to as bemf so miKh u„|e -• 7 

E 'SdlVnotrced O,dyouget.helongworddou-r„n.becrossuo 

butlers blench at \our tone \Vh> is it Bo’ 

Noans«crsursnvcsUd 7 D,a..ahad.oca^^^^^ 

■\Vaugh still took pnde in not listening to Nc\erthelcss, before w-ar was 

politics and they are rarely menuoned m is jy,^,njstn of Information He 

declared, he had applied to, and been re y. as to join up as a 

had also noted that both as a w'ntcr and as a p , u,. gt.rcusscd Though almost 

pn.a.c Thu uar vras foreseen oven .ft. was rrerc no. to be as 

thirt\-sixhc wanted to fight How cNcrhis rus his'lot rather than 

he hoped esasion, retreat and waiting ^ou blurred when the 

confrontauon The division between S , ,„,„ri»idcs for Waugh to work on 
Russians became our allies There were sufficient interludes 

One novel, complete two more and begin a ourt ^ ^^rt were not 

His energetic efforts to find himself midhecncc and 

immcdiaiclv successful Public Relations at , ,,ce him Depressed Waugh 

the Welsh Guards found m turn that , IVorL SitspcrJcd m 1942 

returned to his novel, which vvas published un ms Churchill supporting 

ThcnmDcccmbcr i939.vvithBrcnd3nBrac ^ Ph,s meant training at 

him, he joined the Rnval Marines as a Sccon . iijcrshoi In loK 1041 he wcni 
Chatham, then at Deal in Kent, then at Bis cv, near Ireland Dicn he w^s 

to W ales and embarked to prevent German troops >- Scapa 

moved un to defend C-omvvaVl Next there v\^s Waugh vet off on an 

How In August, now a captain and intelligence o ,\vi,<css Uis battalion 
rvpr&l.™ .n «wc OaUr .n Wr^.. Vfrrc b 

retrtaicd Without evTr landing . i r i net Robert I and he 

Before .aUmg, Waugh had alrcadv an,!Imk Ukt fmm the 

seciintlcd m November 1040 20 No R Com ■ 




Piers Court 


To John Betjeman 
[September^ i939] 

Dear John 

Manj thanks for the delightful poem I hope it does not mean that you subscnbe 
to the nonsensical ideas of Connolly that the rich are more selfish & ner\ ous than the 
poor 

The war seems to be de%eloping into ourselves against the world so we shall all 
ha\e some fighting to do between our 40th and our 80th birthdajs Meanwhile no 
one wants us for an} purpose except pajnng taxes Mr Popkin ’ sent me a delightful 
letter saving that in these difficult times the re\ enue officers looked to him to carry 
on his national work 

Hate you considered E^acuatlon as a theme for a major work ideally suited to 
'ourself 

I enclose the first chapter of a no\ eF I w as WTiting & ha% e discontinued It would 
natebeenOK 

Do you know anyone who would hke to take this house furnished for the 
duration' 


return chapter of no\ el 
‘ aogh’s accountant 

Suspended The fragment of about 35,000 words was published in 1942 


Yours 

E 


To \v N Roughead P>ers Court 

[Oaober-1939] 


DearRoughie 

Reno\cl About 15,000 words were done &. jolh well done before the war Its 
3 te depends on mine If no one wants m> patriotic ser\ ices at once I think I may 
retire to the Faro islands A finish it 

Laura is basing another baby • shortU, the house is to let and 1 am fcicnshly 


127 
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planting box hedges in the hope that in ten scars or so, sshen I return, the> may 
afford some shelter to m\ feeble frame 

"i ours 
Ivscljn 

' Auberon Alexander, named after both his parents’brothers, was bom on 17 Nos ember 1939 Wauph 
vsTote m an undated letter, possiblv this )ear, *I am frettinp about jour anti-daughter feeling You must 
not mind when this new bahj is a daughter Daughters arc a great comfort to their parents compared 
that is with sons ’ 


To Laura Waugh [Highgatc^] 

Sunday [10 December 1939]* 

My darling Laura 

I am in London for 24 hours and at last have the oppiortunity of tinting Till notv, 
though tve have not begun our real work jet, we have been busy all day long and in 
the evenings, until the post has gone, the three tvnting tables in the mess are altvaj'S 
occupied Tomorrow I shall try & get to a shop & buy pens, ink & papier We arc some 
way out of the shopping area of the town & never get off work until after the black 
out 

First, an important practical pioint Has my despatch ease been found ^ It 
contains, among other things, the certificate of our marriage & Mana Teresa’s birth 
certificate I must have these, and also Auberon Alexander’s in order to claim my 
mamage allowances If the despatch case has not been found it will mean getting 
copies at Somerset House Please get A A registered & send me all these certificates 
as soon as you can It is odd that the Admiralty will not take our word for it ik suspect 
thal^ having given up lucrative jobs to serve we would then perjure ourselves for a 
shilling or two a day, but that apparently is the assumption 

So far I have enjoyed myself very much In the tram at Victona I recognized 
one of Ae men who had been to the medical exam at the same time as I We 
^veiled do^ together He was younger than me but looked as old on account of 

A C ^ - a Pljmiouth sohator 

nained Bennett^ who spent all his spa^,„,e sailing round Iceland The rest of our 
draft, however, are a great surpnse There are of ,.1, 
applicants, no one least of all ourselves can conceive how Tt ^ . r 

speculation I will not tell you all names and histones now T do 11 ° 

There is an apoplectic gentleman named HedS 
[Duggan] and is, in fact, a North Country ^e S^cham 

Llled St John^ who is reading The " gentle soul 

from weakness of the bladder There is an ashen faced banl l suffers 

journalist who has never had a military training of any kind Tnd^ 1 ^ 

Know what any of the elementaiy terms m^n There is a Welsh 

with enormous cavalrj- moustaches but, so far, no umform And co o„ t r T 

Kind of nondesenpt bod j one might have consenpted out of the first omnibus'olle 
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saw in the Strand How ever they are all m their se\ era! wa^s very agreeable people 
The sohator, the wine merchant &. the chap w ith the defects e bladder are so far my 
chief companions 

The regular Mannes are \cr) pleasant, hospitable people obsessed by their owm 
obscuntj So far from the critical reception I expected from Eddie’s favounte 
book®, the atmosphere has been one of ceasfclcss apology & self-deprecation in the 
Chinese stjle of courtesj ‘Will noble and honourable second lieutenants deign to 
enter our unworthy mess and meet our ill-favoured Bngade Major As soon as we 
arnved we were surrounded bj jaggenng colonels & majors who stood us dnnks 
continuallj from 12 noon until 11 pm 

The commandant made us a speech which was one long apologj’ for everything - 
our beds, our servants, the fact that the mess paintings & silver were stored away 
underground He said, ‘Once you use the mess all differences of rank cease to exist 
All we expect is the deference which youth naturally pays to age ’ Since I am 
considerably older than most of the captains that suits me well enough As it 
happens there is absolutclj nothing to apologise for I have a large bed-room to 
myself VMth a fire continuall) blazing in it, the architecture of the barracks is 
admirable-Georgian bnck, there is a fine portrait of William iv with contemporary 
mme carved with nav al trophies, w e dnnk out of splendid silver goblets, the food is 
absolutely excellent On the first evening there was a cold supper on account of a 
play which was being given us in our own theatre I was led to the supper table with 
profuse apologies and found lobster, fresh salmon, cold birds, hams, brawn exactly 
ixc the cold table at the St James’ Afterwards several rounds of excellent vintage 
port Everything a great d^ better than an Oxford Senior Common Room but 
^dier like it 


We haven’t started work yet but I think that will be rather gruelling We are 
oing a SIX weeks infantry' course which normally takes six months It mcludes map- 
samtation, small-arms, military' law and of course endless arms dnll & P T 
c Brigade will be formed in February & will have three battalions, one for each 
anne division— Chatham, Portsmouth, Plymouth I am in Chatham (I mean that 
® 11 be m the Chatham battalion when it forms The fact that I am traimng there 
oes not necessitate this) The company commander & staff are m traming 
somewhere else, the men somewhere else The idea is that we shall all know a certain 
siuount about our work before we meet one another It has not y'et been deaded 
the Bngade will form They are looking for a suitable sea-side town It is 
^ Borstal Institute quite near Chatham I hope not 
ar our routine has consisted in drawing large quantities of equipment, going 
etc^W^ ^^^bamberS’ being marched over the barracks & shown the topography 
^ l^ve from after luncheon yesterday until tonight so I came up, slept the 

t at Highgate and am lunching with Hubert [Duggan] & Phillis [de Janze] My 
r is cut like a convicts I do not look very impressive m uniform except in my 
"'bich IS [a] fine garment 

With ^ suffenng from ‘pink-eye’ w'hen I left Pixton I have been treating it 
well I bought at Perkins’s & it is getting better Apart from that I am very 
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You must not expect a letter on Tuesdaj but 1 will w ntc, if I can, lomorrou niglit 
so that you t\ill get it on Wednesdaj morning T ill then, all m\ love 

E 

* Waugh had )ust become a Scaind 1 icuicnant in the Rojal Manne*. 

■■ Michael Mcsscr-Bcnnctt*; 

^ Described in *hc diaries as ‘cholcnc-looling’ and of great girth' 

^ John St John, trained as a chartered accountant before the uar, a journalist and publisher aftemards 
Denies that he ever had a ncak bladder Published Toihe It aro'ilh It auph, 1973 
’ Gnffiths, a schoolmaster 
‘A W Smith, Captatns Departed, 1934 


To Laura Waugh 
[14^ December 1939] 


R M Barracks, 
Chatham 


My darling Laura 

Last night I went to the music hall with Mr St John, Mr Bennett & Mr 
Sanders We saw a lot of young ladies in pink tights pretending to be nude statues 
Also a )ew named Lotinga’ who kept getting struck in the face b\ his wife 
Will you thank Bndget very much for her letter 
There seems a probability of our going to Deal on Jan 15th 
A fell asleep tonight while Sergeant Fuller was lecturing upon companj 

drill Mr Cowan hates S Fuller on account S Fuller always calls him Mr Cohen I 
do not hate anyone much except a Mr Gnndle who tells me too much about a cross 
country running club he belongs to at Bromley He is a weedy youth with a cockney 
accent and he CToons to himself & snaps his fingers There is to be a great dinner here 
for wives on Dec 31st but I shant be here till too late 

von battle in S Atlantic^ caused interest here, but 

you would be wTong The war seems ,ust as remote as home 

Mr Betjeman thinks he can get a good architect to do Previtt’s flat^ cheaply 

XmasTrrfoMh^erarrnunr ^ 

PvJLtb vaccination that he has to change his 

pyjamas 6 times a night on account of sweating so much 


j ■ 


^ At Piers Court, now rented to nuns as a school 
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To Lady Diana Cooper Pixton ParL 

Chnstmas Eve [1939] Dulverton 

Dearest Diana 

What can a Netherland Plaza ^ be^ I suppose a relic of the great Duke of Alba 
It was nice to be thought of My heart bleeds for you & Duff ^ I can think of no 
more painful time to be among Amencans & to be obliged by your duties to pay 
attention to their ghastly opimons My poor friend Father d’Arcy is in preasely 
similar circumstances at Fordham University N Y Do get into touch with him 
when you want to hear a civilized voice, it would be a great kindness to him 
You ask for news of myself underlined Well I am having a spot of leave at Pixton, 
It IS a rough transitioo from the comfort & order of barracks but there was no 
alternative, as Laura is still bed-ndden She had the baby quite happily (a son) and 
was making a good recovery when she contracted pleurisy and is only now 
beginning to sit up for an hour a day Pixton is full of slum children, eight 
professional spinsters, ironically termed ‘helpers’ sit down to dinner with Mary I 
eat on a tray in Laura’s room It is all highly disagreeable 

Stinkers^ is a girls school but the convent have taken it for only six months and 
unless we get some decent raids early in the new year I am very much afraid that 
they will not take up their option of renewal 
1 had an unsatisfactory first six weeks of war flirting with embusques but am now 
in a very fine force which Winston is raising in order to provide himself ivith 
matenal for his broadcasts It is called the Marine Infantry Brigade We are in 
training, at present, at Chatham in charming befogged Georgian barracks, excellent 
cellar, tolerable & tolerant company, wholly delightful routine except for P T 
which IS a degrading & deletenous business We are to be used for what are called 
combined operations’ & giien posthumous medals but at present there is no 
suitable coast for us so it is \cr} cosy 

Eicryone I sec, but that is seiy' few outside the Mannes, is enjoying the war top 
hole The highbrows base split-half have become U S citizens, the other half base 
grown beards & talk of suniving to salvage European culture Ir is true about the 
beards & verj cunous - even Algernon Ceal has got one Robert Byron Sc Michael 
Rossc have started a thing called Federal Union which consists of all the old figures 
of mj adolescence in the ’20s - Elizabeth Ponsonbj, Harold Acton, Brenda Dean 
Paufr etc - thc> ha\ e meetings together and publish a v ery serious paper under the 
editorship of John Sutro Ladj Kinross (Mrs Patrick Balfour *) has a salon for spies 
Alfred Duggan is a private in London Irish (a force recruited entirclj from the race 
gangs of Battersea) He w as asklcd] by the chaplain to become his batman under the 
supposition that it would be a slightly more civilized job He said he was very sorry 
but he couldn’t afford it, he paid out his entire wages as it was to his corporal to 
clean his uniform & couldn’t undertake anything more He had a si>ot of Christmas 
leave loo & telephoned his mother to meet him for dinner at the Dorchester She 
came up to London, got some jewels out of pawn, bought scats at a theatre 
determined to do Alfred proud&. sat from 8 until midnight waiting for him At 4.30 
she was awoken ‘Will Ladv Curzon come at once to the Shp-m bringing £4 iz Be 
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remo\e Mr Duggan’ Hubert is as fit as a flea, hair short, smart uniform, sitting on 
court martials and examining meat rations 

Eddie Grant is A D C to Andre Maurois * 

I ha\e had to leave ^ of a novel I was working on It was very good indeed 

By the time you are home I shall be at Deal I think 

Would you like to have Stinkers for the duration at cost price - le rates taxes 
gardeners t\ages about £5 a week in all ? 

Best I^ve 
Evelyn 

* A hotel jn New York 

^Duff Cooper was on a six-month Icaure tour planned before war was declared Supposed to sticl to 
Keats and Shelley, he spoke mainly of politics 

’ Piers Court, Stinchcombe 

* Brenda Dean Paul (1907—49) Found guilty on a drugs charge that year and again later 

“Angela Culme-Scymour (1912- ) Mamed 1938-42 to Patrick Balfour who succeeded as Lord 
Kinross in 1939 Half-sister of Janetta Woolley, who mamed Derek Jackson 

Grant was at this stage in charge of journalists of whom Andrd Maurois, an old friend, was one Later 
he was a luison officer between the retreating French and English armies and was at Dunkirk 


To Laura Waugh 

[5-7 January 1940] 


[Chatham] 


Darling Laura 

The pantomime nas very good indeed particularly Widow Twanky And after it 

r” ■" » P«" ■" t"* atomach a„ I nobly lent him my hot water 

bottle Then at 12 30 he came into my room and said his pain was agonising so I 
dressed and went out to find him a doctor a, walked all over the barracks., Melville 
Ba^cks too. at last found that there was one immediately over our rooms He took 
St John away to a Naval Hospital and I went back to bed 

riflT wtL^m G Mm” Mtnl'at W^hm^ 

taken It all .0 bits, put 1, together again . explained its mgenmty for 6 homThe sarf 

::X-w 7 unn'’amrar’"’°”' colour 

This e%enmg we went to the gymnasium for our P T and fm.nd d i 
and all the officers said vv hat are we to do so I exerted mv . c 

said Do-- Bugger off quick So we buggered o^ ’ “f‘““'''>'ip and 

Tonight there is a music hall show m our theatre 


All love 
Evelyn 
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To Laura Waugh [Chatham] 

Sunday night [7 January 1940] 

My Darling 

It has been an intolerably long week I find it impossible to realise that it was only 
last Sunday that I said goodbye to jou The next fortnight is going to be 
interminable 

I went to London yesterday & spent the night at Mr Burns’ house We had a nice 
unmanne dinner of snails and were joined by an argumentative typographer called 
Stanley Monson^ who was very nice Bums plans to end the war in two months by 
raismg the cathohcs of Germany in rebelhon against Hitler Mr Monson & I 
thought he would not succeed I went to see Anne Bowes-Lyon ^ in bed with ague 
and to cocktails at Great Cumberland Place Gloomy^ burned her belly with a 
bursting hot water bottle and tried to buy stuff called tulle de gras for it which no 
chenust had heard of The Dutch girl, like so many other people, has got a new 
youth out of the war (and the death of her Blenheim spaniel) She dances with 
Canadian soldiers at night clubs three nights a week and sits up in an A R P post the 
other four Zita Qungman] is going to France with GabneF to upset the poor Poles 
~ so Tancred* says Jimmy Smith’ was there in battle dress and, oddly enough, 
rows of medal ribbons 

Todaj I lunched with Maimie T Jessel was there He cant be made a soldier and 
was very jealous of me I drank a lot of good wines & talked smut with Pnnce 
Vsevolode® until tea time Then back here 
St John’s great pam is a gall stone 

_ All my love 

E 

'Sunlej Monson (1889-1967) Scholar and typographer Designed typeface of TAf 7im« 193a 

^Anne Bowes-Lyon (1917- ), cousin of the Queen Mamed 1938-48 to Viscount Anson, and in 
1950 to Prmcc George of DcntnarL 

^Teresa Jungman’s mother 

■* Teresa Jungman was married 1940-45 to Graham Cuthbcrtson, a Scot in a Canadian regiment 

’ Gabnel Herbert, Waugh’s sister-in-law 

‘Tancrcd Borenius (1885-1948) Elditor of the Burlington Magazine 1940-45 A Finn ‘The most 
gallant socul butterfly possible’ Adrian Daintrey, I Mus}Say, 1963 

’James Smith (1906- ) Director of W H Smith, the newsagents Possibly weanng one 
order 

‘Lady Mary Lygon had mamed HH Pnnce Vsevolodejoannowich of Russia in 1939 


To Laura Waugh St James’Club 

[14January 1940] 

Darling, 

It was a beautiful leave Thank you for being continually so sweet 

If I wntc about Wickham n means ‘abroad immediately’ if about Winstanley it 
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means ‘training for a week or two, then probably abioad’ if about Abercrombie ‘all 
plans still perfectly vague’ 

All love 
E 


To Laura Waugh 
[15 January 1940] 


Deal &. Walmer Union Club, 
Walmcr 


Darling Laura 

Thank you for a lo^cly leave, I think the happiest two days of my life 
Kmgsdown is lousy It is a hideous, derelict Victorian \illa without carpets, 
curtains or furniture, one bath, one w c without a seat and another without a plug 
Surrounding it is a collection of huts built of one thickness of asbestos for use in the 
summer ^ a holiday camp The cold is intense There are about 60 officers 
assembled for our tactical course In the absence of carpets the noise is 
overwhelming - we have two rooms ,n the mess, one with a ping-pong table, the 
other a wireless We eat in an asbestos extension built out There are three or four 
easy chairs, and a number of little hard ones, but everyone stamps up and down the 

bare boards to keep warm I am in a bed room in the house with 4 others^ nowhere 
to hang an overcoat 

be^m^ T and found this club for retired buffers and 

became members for a guinea There is a bath room which will be useful & Mr 

wortVZ^a iTn^t ^ know ff it will be 

otherwise I should have\ ^ ecause it will be somewhere to come & sit when 
otnerwise 1 should have to go to a Cinema or an hotel 

talks'lLT"ch7olboy l^thf something escaped from Sing-Sing& 

leafhe“r:^ At 

?oTkeTurd l"'yoTha 7 (as h" 

month Kmgsdown at all This will be a sad 


All love 


’ Major General Alben St Clair-Morfnrd ^ ^ 

First World War Commanded Royal Mannes '•ecci\ed MC m the 

recreation as‘most games’ The model for Ritchie-Hook Sent to India 1942-3 Described his 

StanirD^eSTnVy'f ^D i»L, William Roughead and Lord 
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To Laura Waugh Deal 8^ Walmer Union Club 

22 Januarj’ 1940 

Darling Laura 

You ha^ e been good about wnting I love 3 our letters Thank you t ery much for 
them 

KingsdoiATi IS now cut off from wheeled traffic and we have to trudge to & fro This 
IS not as bad as it sounds since I ha^e taken up vith a highbrors gentleman who has 
rubber soles on his boots E\ er\ ten yards or so he falls flat on his back and it is r erj' 
enjoyable as he ne\er interrupts his con\ersation and goes on talking about 
education and culture and psychology from the road He is called Mr Spencer and is 
bald He has been on the BBC in fact he is very like Mr Stucley and he is a professor 
in U S A too like Mr Hollis (who by the way had no business to ask us to hare 
passages in The Tablet transcnbed for him) He lores young men and is keenly 
looking forrVard to meeting his platoon of mihtia He introduced me to an Italian 
restaurant in Deal which is \ eiy' cheap & nice 

So on Thursday night I rvent to dinner with Mr Wooley and his wife Mr 
Wooler IS one of the Deal detachment and looks exactly like Anthony Eden and is a 
r err dull gentleman indeed His r\ ife is like a bird and he has a daughter & they are 
all in an hotel at Walmer & the) said I must bnng you too & then they could share a 
sitting room with us Well I do not think you would like that r ery much but I do not 
think I can put) ou in another hotel without causing offence 

Princess Opitubitch-Buggerof ‘ sent me some letters of introduaion to local 
residents and I tramped through the snow to delir er them but most of the houses 
rvere shuttered up for the winter so I dont think much will come of them I am 
tiying to get Lady Chetwode^ to wnte to the Birdwoods on her behalf 
Mr St John has come back rvith his pain cured AlsoP Belloc I met P Belloc in 
church & he took me to some public houses where he rr as jaunty as be damned 
calling the barmaid ‘^beautifuV and referring to ‘my lad) -rr ife’ He hates his brothers 
& sisters 

I had lunch w ith Messer-Bennetts who has his wife here for the week end She 
was veiy pretty & r eiy nice so I asked them to share a house w ith us at Bisley putting 
them into precisel) the same condition of embarrassment as Wooley put me 

Manne Rose^ is rapidly failing in health 1 hare lent him mv oil store but it does 
little to cheer him up 1 think he will die verv soon and his blood w ill not be on m) 
head 

I wrote a long & offcnsire memorandum on the disorganization of the camp for 
the camp commandant rrhich will either result in m) expulsion from the bngade or 
mr being marked for staff promotion 

Mrs Messcr-Bcnnetts kissed Mr Messer-Bennetts’ hard after luncheon She was 
in a highl) sexr state 1 thought perhaps ther spend their Sunda) afternoons in a 
war I understand, so I came here through the snorr and left them to it 
Will )ou please deal with the cutler) problem* 

All lore 
Erclyn 
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Mr Owen Griffiths has a poisoned leg Mr New man had a hangover w hich kept him 
m bed for tw'o days 

There are 2 jews in this club Thej talk of food & women m a shocking wa> 

‘ Lad) Mary Lygon 

^ Alice Cotton married Lord Chetttode in 1899, died 1946 Mother of Penelope Betjeman 
^Waugh’s servant 


To Laura Waugh 
[23' January 1940] 

Darling, 


Kmgsdown House, 
Walmcr, 

Kent 


It IS snowing & freezing & the Do\cr road is blocked but our training goes on 
unchanged Much of it consists in standing on a hill top with maps & identifying 
topographical features We did that yesterday in a blizzard w ith s isibihty about two 
yards 

I am o k at tactics Yesterday in the first problem they announced ‘Waugh has 
pin pointed the staff plan which meant I had placed my Bren gun in the precise spot 
that the general staff had chosen as the right answei This morning I pin-pointed 
the plan with three platoons and the enthusiasm was tempered with suspicion that I 
had got at the answers 


I have moved out of the dormitory into an asbestos hut so as to be alone It is 
better in some ways but worse in others - notably acute cold & the fear of the 
building blowing away 


I am on the mess committee & am trying to suppress the wii eless, ping-pong table 
& other, rare recreations of my juniors So far my only victory is to insist on correct 
dress at dinner & grace said by the mess president 

Please make your mother - even befoie she wntes to thank me for giving her 

knows in this locality - but unless in a tow n on the 
mi way our or ve mi es is the limit - giving them my address & asking them to ask 

me out I am free for dinner every evening 

I am m correspondence with Tnm We think you & Kathanne might come to 
Dover the week-end after next ' 

the mom^T*^ Mallet has been made minister to Sweden > A ticklish job at 


I still brood constantly about our visit to London 


' Sir Vi«or Mallet was Minister to Stockholm 1940-45 


All my love 
Ev elyn 
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To AD Peters Kingsdo^n House Camp 

[Reccued23Februan 1940] 

Dear Peter 

It IS dear to me that I shall not resume m3 noxel for the duration Is there a 
chance of selling the fno chapters under the title ‘Work not m Progress’ or ‘Work 
Suspended’ to a high-Srow paper [C5 nl] Connolly has started one backed b} a 
pans} of means named Watson^ Could the} be induced to pay, say ^^50 for the 
senal nghts of the fragment' 1 should think they might 

I still enjoy e\er}’ feature of military life except the wages They ha\e just 
knocked 3/- a day off our mamage allowances 

There is no possibility of my doing any wrritmg at all m present arcumstances 
I come to London quite often at week-ends It would be ^ery nice to see you & 
Henne^ Have you a spare bed w'here 1 might sometimes spend Saturday nights' 

Evelym 

' \'ictor WTlUam Watson (1906-56) Called Peter He inhented a fortune made from margarine in the 
First World War He spent some of it on a collection of modem pictures and the magazine Honzon, of 
which Connolly was editor and he was arts editor Stephen Spender was a co-editor for the first two 
years 

^Mrs Peters disliVcd her given names of Lucy Margaret and chose to be ‘Henne’ 


To Laura Waugh v [Bisley ] 

[25 February 1940] 

Darling Laura 

My stock is high I gave a twenty-minute lecture on reconnaissance patrols 
Yhich was greeted with universal acclaim On the other hand I w'as overheard by 
Major Cornwall speaking with contempt of the head of the Hy the School of Small 
Arms and was rebuked, sq that may have put me dow n a bit 

Yesterday was an alarming day The Brigadier suddenly accosted Messer- 
Bennetts & me & said, ‘I hear you are staying in camp for the week-end You will 
spend the day with me ’ So at 12 30 he picked us up in his motor-car and drove all 
over the road to his house which was the lowest type of stockbroker’s Tudor and I 
said in a jaggenng way ‘Did you build this house, sirand he said ‘Build it' It’s 400 
years old*’ The Bngadier’s madam is kept very much in her place and ordered about 
with great shouts ‘Woman, go up to my cabin and get my boots’ More peculiar, she 
is subject to booby-traps He told us with great relish how the night before she had 
had to get up several times in the night to look after a daughter who was ill and how, 
each time she returned, he had fixed up some new horror to injure her - a stnng 
across the door, a jug of water on top of it etc Howev er she seemed to thnv e on this 
treatment & was very healthy & bnght with countless children 

So after luncheon we were taken for a walk wnth the Bngadier who kept saving 
Don tcallme“sir” ’ He told us how when he had a disaphnary case hcalways said, 
^ ill you be court martialled or take it from me’ The men said, ‘Take it from you. 
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battalion & working with the Brigadier instead of mj losed Colonel, and the latter 
earned the stigma of leasing the expedition just when it might be going into action 
(Newman & Ely had been packed off and I did not want to be in the same boat as 
the}) So I refused both and as the Colonel was scr} losing to me just then he took 
me on as Br Intelligence sshich really means isr class passenger observer I am 
keeping m} rank at captain but the Admiralts may complain about my getting paid 
for doing a lieutenants job The Col (God bless him) cannot belies c that any 
mosement sse make will not result in enormous casualties so he cheerfully speaks of 
my probably being the only sersing officer & bringing home the battalion Anyway I 
base had a scry pleasant three ssccks I am glad to base a rest from troops for a short 
time 


I do not knoss what else svas lost with the mail It is no use your writing or 
forssarding letters Will you open cs cry thing that comes for me, and if needs be deal 
with It I may be home in a month but there is absolutely no certainty about 
anything I may be away a year, but that is unlikely 

I base not made a will because the cosenanted payment to your marriage 
settlement engulfs cscrything I shall lease In the esent of my not coming back I 
should like you to hold onto Stinkers for Bron just so long as it is habitable That is 
to say supposing Dursley gross's and other factories spring up along the Scsern and 
the place becomes an industrial district sell out by all means If it remains rural let 
the house for what you can get to anyone who will keep it in order until Bron is 
earning enough to take Over 

In the event of the Germans oserrunning England before I get back, try & get to 
Canada, leaving the nuns in possession rent free I presume that jf England were 
successfully insaded all troops outside England at the time would concentrate 
somewhere in the Empire, probably Canada 

Major Teck has grown a little black moustache & looks terrible His sole duty on 
board is running the daily sweepstake 






We play a lot of that game you enjoyed in the Aqmtama and 
eyes to think of you at the table 

T with one another 8c the enmities which broke out at 

Lisk^rd are heded There is heavy drinking as gin is a^d a glass 

^ ^ ofthinking of you My 

' 0^0 German hands 8c I shall not be able to get to you 
r that position He has heard 

first, then at yoTrLsurTm^keX Quebec'^' 

tembfemlStvuhL’ch Lushington fall into 


All my love 

•p 

' W'augh was on his waj to attaA Dakar 

a,„r.rs»r„ a,„r.rc„b,.=d 
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To T F\ Vt f*U iJvUSS 

;(• Stpicmlxrs I Ui^cj 
M\ Dafttrp. 

\\ htdno^ r!3Sct' aic ‘.ttUcicnnir- j dc<»M\c snflt cnr f.n ihr {r>ttimes t»j the 
Kmil Mj.mc Hitfadc ar<!, fu tlut mallei tm the bi^tct Mtaiccv of tfic wai 
t’^ftruiihc-il has hern asonVtJ at ibe tost of ftontim \f\ lip'. ate scaled excejil 10 s 3 \ 
tbai cut (titiiic's imcctiam 1*5 i ptiihabU safe!. Isntitift ’six o'Mi |svisiti()fi is \crx 
pertdiar Inn qvnieai ireaMe In the hoijts wl cn n seemed lilcK oc netc pome iiuop 
sets hara'’i'Dns (•j'^tatiMn ms ibouehissirrc s'nh son f. vstth sou iniK, all the ttnic 
\h erct as sn\j base oh civcd maVes the heart eross tcndct 

Mam, 'I ccrsmoucatht is tc'iihlc Mt (inmnc has had trnihlc oinhicatinpsof 
boiK 'Htcic IS notlurp I can nine Ixranse sll snl*iesis ate tinhjddcn 1 h‘'e \ini 
dc\owts,mo!r?t mme 

! 

' »v>f5i ti f-t —fs t ji f«'\V> iVie«‘ 


1 O Lax KA \\ M (.M P5sOC-aihas 

2 S StptcmlKJ 

Daihnp 1 juia, 

Ms dtitirs as I (» wetc ncser vets hcass \t the montent thes have practicalls 
ceased We ait tn hatV'Out assaitinp ntdets 1 have sstnicn apatn to London asking 
foi a transfet Jtom the Ihipadc bceatise n seems clear to me that s\c ate never ptnnp 
10 be empioved in a s\as I can Ik: proud of Also I want to see sou 

Mr St John wt ties pages to hts artist it piilfc when asked whst about said ‘lose* 1 
am afraid I do not I now bow to wnic tint kind of letter hut J tain tell sou this - 
during the time s\hen we expected to be sent into an operation sshich could mils be 
divistrous, 1 re-ahsed bow miieh sou base changed me, because I cttuld no longer 
lool at death sstth mdiflcrence I ssanted tohset 1 wss pleased s\ hen ssc ran ass as ’ 
I hat isa bad state of aflaits fot a marine but I belicsc most of the marines felt the 
same Perhaps thu is a bad tJung for the countrs 1 doni knoss 1 know that one goes 
mto a war for reasons of honour tc soon finds oneself called on to do sers 
dishonourable things 1 do not like the R M Brigades psn in this war and 1 do not 
like the war, but 1 ssant to be back in Europe fighting Germans 

It IS no good sour writing to me or forwarding ans thing 

It tstimc Pollening [ 'j paid his rent He ncser docs so sshen reminded Write to 
him cordislls & sas that as 1 am aw as sou arc taking charge & ssiU he pas hts half- 
starlj rent to sou 

All lose 
E 

' An Anglo-I-mich attempt to insult General de Gaullcat Dakar m French West Africa never began 
to succeed Waugh’s battalion did not land but‘ran awaj’is not true 
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Sir,’ SO i btnd ’tm o\ti and gnc’eni ten of the he'st wjili n cane ' 

When we came baek from our walk he showed me a most embirrassmp bonk of 
rhymes & drawings composed In himself and his madam m imitation of Ju$i Sn 
Stones, for one of his daughters I had to read them all with him breathing 
stertorousl) down mj neek Then we did the cross-word puzzle until a daughter 
an ived from London w here she is sccretarc to a dentist She told me she had been a 
lift gill at the Times Book Club and had lost her job because at Christmas time, she 
hung mistletoe in the lift The Brigadici thought this a most unsuitable store to tell 
me When he is in a rage he turns slate grc\ instead of red lie was in an almost 


continuous rage with this daughter who isb> a previous, dead madam After that 

she & I talked about low night clubs until 1 thought the Brigadiers colour so 

un cat V that I ought to stop Most of the madam s reminiscences dealt with 

appa ing mjurics to one or other member of the familv through their hohdav 

exciciscs The Brigadier says that the only fault he has to find with the war is that he 

misses IS oc cy A very complex character A lot of majors & their madams came 

\ D > ‘^nouph all foreign - a Russian, a German and a Swede - a fact on 

which the Brigadier never ceased to comment adding ‘1 suppose I can’t reallv tell 

cm what I think of their benighted countries ’ Then he asked very loudlv whether it 

A I ‘ T P'P" " port and ,f so w hv. so 1 told 

him and he got a bit grey again 

>ou can iiust Hawanin Bca' LuHilj 

vL Sllnd nf n I’ll icll ,ou comchmgthat'll thon 

y n the ktnd of chap he ts He and I nerc alone tn a carrtape potnp from Luxor to 

Tmade Haa^' ' T"®”' ‘ f'T'" ’'“'-'I' I had a polVhall ntth ntc So 

forwards as hard as°^rhc corridor and we thiew that ball backwards& 
lurwarasasnardas we could the vvhnlf'^t^. i 

Gypp.es would stand up to that Ever f.nce 'V ^ 

Gyppy we could trust ’ ^ was at least one 


worst possible reports from ri/hTin^'"^ expelled from the Bngade owing [to] the 
The Brigadier said ’"^'ruetors but has been g.v cn a second chance 

to turn one of you out Then h^ s"a°d ^ ^ 

I thought that a good enough excuse’ I 

can assure you he is all nehr ’ ‘Y/.c i, i ^ identity but I 

.0 aak „he,her he had hi ’ 

Wdm ^'h h.^ madan, He sa, c he rh.nlx ,h„ u 

said no one was to live out Thar^L^ or t^^o Yesterday he told me the Colonel had 

in a book There was a nasty bloke called Gm aH '» make fun of us 

Tho, Made fun of h.s bneadier Ld !l i^l”" " “ hook called GaoMjr To AH 

was ,n this letter ' 'h^'-eht ,t lucky he did not know what 


All love 
Evelyn 
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Don’t forget to ask Eddie [Grant] to gt\e me a sumptuous dinner on Thursday if he 
IS in Ldndon 

' Ahmad Hasana\ n was appointed chief of the Rojal Cabinet in Augusi He was killed in a car accident 
in 1946 


To Laura Waugh 
[Apnl 1940] - 

Darling, 

It IS sad news for \ou that \ou are ha\ing another babj and I am sad at j'our 
sorrow For myself, surrounded with the spectacle of a world organized to kill, I 
cannot help feeling some consolation in the knowledge that new life is being gnen 
Your suffering w ill be to gis e life, ours, if wc ha\ c to suffer, to take ti A child that is a 
danger distress now may be your greatest happiness in the future If I do not Ine 
through this war, you will bat e\our childrens love& their need of you 1 am writing 
this in my orderly room with marines coming in and out It could be better 
expressed but try & see what I mean I know your patience & resignation will be 
needed to the full in the coming year, and I thank God that you hate them 

Orange peel in the lines this morning, unauthorized clothes lines, dirty' plates 
tn the mess tent and 50 other tiresome little questions 

All love 
E 


To Laura Waugh [Posted Freetown'] 

13 September [1940] 

Darling Laura, 

Tomorrow w e amt e at a port of call where there is the chance of posting a letter 
It IS \ery tiresome not being allowed to tell you about our expedition which is full of 
oddities Sc follies My owm position is rather peculiar There was an untoward 
incident at Literpool when the manne in charge of the officers incoming mail 
emptied it all down the rubbish chute Presumably my transfer to the ‘commando’ 
'^as in that bag Anyway we heard nothing up to the tune of sailing & meanwhile a 
^'lajor had been sent from another division to rake over my company I had had a 
loi ers’ quarrel & reconciliation with Col Lushington^ and was feeling very deeply 
devoted to him So I had the choice of taking on^fingade Intelligence or going back 
to Pl\ mouth to wait news of the transfer Well the former would mean leaving the 
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To Laura Walgh P&OSS 

n October [ 1940] 

M\ Darling Laura 

^ We have been in this ship so long that \sc ha\c drunl. all the \\inc& smoked all 
the cigars & eaten most of the food W'e arc rationed for water &. rather tired of one 
anothers compan\ I have ncecr before been for so long in the same, unearied 
socicte, & though I lose the marines still 1 sometimes wish one or two of them 
understood mj kind of joke We act charades in the cecnings beside which Mrs 
Bullnant’s appear infinitcl} subtle & polished eve-m l- inn-war all in dumb 
show 

I haec read all the dctcctisc stones in the hbrar\ The CO with innocent, 
troubled c>es complains of signs of stagnation in his battalion 

W'e has c had a number of eases of unnatural \ lec In one there was a court martial 
and the elder sinner chose me as defending officer That gasc us a h\cl\ two dass 
He got 8 months His companion in sin got 11 so 1 feel I did fairls well for him The 
details of the enme were disgusting 

Don’t forward ans thing of impoitance as submarines sink so mans ships but 
write to me about \ ourself to Arms Post Office 600 I mas or mas not get it 

A black man’s pigeon English description of air raid ‘Steam chicken topside make 
plenty plenty no good ’ 

Capt Bcll& I aic friends again In faa 1 am friends ssith all on board but I do 
ssish sometimes I could meet an adult They are all little boys Some of them 
naughty little boys like the Brigadier, most of them delicious &. just sshat I want 
Bron to be at the age of ten, but not one of them a mature man 
You arc neser out of my thoughts my darling 

Arc the nuns paying their rent'They sometimes pay by cheque & sometimes pay 
straight to my bank If you have not had any cheques from them ssill you enquire 
from my bank Life is fairly cheap on board & I hope to has c reduced my overdraft a 
little by the time 1 reach England 

What arrangements base you made about the birth of your bab\ ' London is ofl 
presumably Please don’t has e Collins^ again Make Bridget lake care of y ou 
Has Highgatc been bombed' Aic you short of money - 

What IS the good of my asking these questions = I shall nes ef get an answ er until I 
get home We alsvays move before the mail 

All my lose 
E 

' Censored for Ljiura In his diar) the sentence ends *pleni} no good shit’ 

- The local doctor Their child, chnstened Marj, tsas bom t December and died the next dav 


To Laura Waugh 
Monday [ii November 1940] 


[Highgatc'] 


Darling Laura, 

It ,s now fixed up for me to go to Lajeoek’ My address xmH be Marine Hotel 
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Largs, Ayrshire & I go there as soon as I can get the Marine Office to sign my 
discharge 

London looks much the same as it always did, the bomb craters at first sight 
might be the usual repairs & demolitions that are alv ays going on Peoples In es, on 
the other hand, are quite different My first esenmg I dined at the Dorchester 
Eteryone was there from the Halifaxes^ to Bob Boothby^ and I had an agreeable 
evening meeting only friends Phillis"* spends the day at Chapel Street, motes into 
the Dorchester m a room on the viii floor at 6 30, moves down to the vestibule of 
Odham’s suit & sleeps there from ii until 7 Mov'es up to the viii floor from 7 
until 10 Others vary this routine by sleeping m the Turkish Bath instead of 
Odhams There is absolutely no reason why the Dorchester should be any more 
secure than anynvhere else but they feel happier near each other A Fifth Column 
whispers that the hotel is not ‘steel framed’ and that the Turkish Bath has only two 
feet of rubble between it & the surface of Park Lane Miss Wade, Diana’s beastly 
maid, IS more or less manageress of the hotel When one asks for a room there is no 
question of paying Phillis & Dr Boremus offer one a choice ‘There’s Teeny 
Cazalet’s* bunk in the Turkish bath or Duffs ante-room or Barbara Rothschild’s* 
bed ’ I took B Rothschilds bed - \ ery comfortable ^ 

Next day I went to see Maimie who has mo\ ed from her big house to a cottage 
behind Brompton Oratory She is living a life of serene detachment among acres of 
ruin Her minute house full of opulent furniture, a disorder of luxury - lap dogs, 
orchids, dishes of grapes, boxes of chocolates, about 50 mechanical toys with which 
she and Vsevolode play in the evenings She, very stout, and oddly dressed, exactly 
like eccentric royalty She was giv mg a cocktail party at 12 in the morning ‘because 
people are so dutch about )aggenng me at night’, full of cosmopolitans who kissed 
her hand Pam Chichester® was staying there with a broken rib having been blown 
out of tw o houses When the party left we had a great luncheon of oysters & gruy ere 
cheese, with two bottles of very old champagne Then Vsevolode and 1 smoking 
cigars a yard long& Maimie smoking one of a good six inches, we went to a matinee 
It is not at all London life as Hitler imagines it 

Then 1 came to Highgate for two dutiful nights Mv mothers nerves are rather 
shaken but my father placid, reading de Maupassant & heanng nothing of the 
raids 

Today I must renew my persecution of the R M Office 

Vanous bus of gossip Alec Waugh has three girls living with him in 
Buckingham Street - all admirals’ daughters He takes them out to dinner at 
Boulestin’s in rotation By day he expenments with a flame thrower Elmlcv sits at 
Madrcsficld m the crypt of the chapel, in a bomb proof waistcoat Hamish Erskine 
has got a commission after serv ing six months in the ranks in the Coldstream Miss 
Joan Duff (the Chagford giantess) has been expelled from the secret service for 
spreading consternation & alarm at a cocktail partv of Alec’s Lady Curzon* is 
working as a blood donor Caldcr-Marshall is driv ing a motor truck 

Fhopc to go North tomorrow with little relish for the endless tram journev 
There is no shortage of anything in London except lemons Ovsiers are plentiful 
and arc not‘fish’ neither arc whitebait 
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St James Piccadilly is bust up, also !n and Out Club and a corner of Horse 
Guards Otherwise no serious architectural losses that 1 saw 


All m\ lose, 
E ' 


Robert Lay cock (1907 68) Waugh s undcn>tandinp patron and somciiint'his commandinp officer 
Chief of Combined Operations 1943-7, he was made a Major General 

^Earl and Countess of Halifax He was Secretary of State for rorcign AITairs and about to be 
Ambassador at Washington 

’LordBoothby (1900- ) Unionist MP 1924-58 
* Phillis de Janzd 


Victor Cazalet (1896-1943) Political Liaison Officer to General Sikorski with whom he was IHlcd 
Unionist MP since 1924 Squash amateur champion, tennis and racquets blue 

‘Barbara St John Hutchinson, married to Victor Rothschild 1933-46 He succeeded as Lord 
Rothschild in 1937 


’ Ainong those who had permanent suites at the Dorchester were Duffand Lady Diana Cooper, Lady 

Cunard, Mr and Mrs Charles Sweeny and Mrs Ronnie Grcvillc 

•Pamela Peel (1900- ) mamed to Charies Chichester 1924-8 

^*'^'‘^^'f‘^Duggan,anArgcntinianranch-owncr,andhadAlfredand 

, , ? an who died in 

1925 Published Remtmscatces 1955 

• “The number of coupes a restaurant was allowed to sers e durmp the war wns restricted 


To Henry Yorke . - lu,, 

u 1 1 Written on Central Hotel, 

1.13 November 1940] , , 

•* Glasgow, paper with the 

address crossed out ] 

Dear Henry, 

beLuTeTmTdV°r^r^ ‘ - tho I suppose it is now an asylum of some kind - 

resui! London^ to trace you in other ways, but without 

now I take^it ^ of your book 2 ‘for re\ lew’ but as I don’t review 

I never tire of ^ u ^ ^^“or and better, I thought, towards the end 

moreXd” w hfjr.i -here had bean ,ery much 

for ‘Charlies’ an entirely newl^rirmr'^ 

hnLCis“.^rhrirrrr“ct^^^^^ 

prSnrgt'LtTheTu'’ 'h’" -r »■ 'ho " 0 '^= The 

C.C and then rsTdrll^rLf'’ r*" ' f” »■'>■'='“. 'I™"*’ 

sport And I thought the scho^oUd”" ° S^otleman’s language whenever you wntc of 
snobbery Both the the nver ’3 a pity-as tho’ you hadn’t got o^er 

terms But it was a book no i?°°* correct hunting 

[you'] far less wellLn I did”Lf ^ have wntten and ,t makes me feel I know 

than I did before which, m a way, I take to be its purpose. 
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I hope the shadow of death that hangs o\er it has lightened You must be finding 
plentj to do with j our hands After returning with head unbloody but bowed from 
Dakar, manne life became too humiliating and I ha^e transferred to something 
more unusual under Bob La)cock whom you may remember in the first post- 
Duggan Maimie period It is corps of Buck’s toughs doomed no doubt to ignomin} 
like the marines, but at the moment promising Anj-waj a change 

Laura is having another babj at Xmas poor girl — regretted by all I saw her for a 
week at Pixton 

M) fondest love to Dig 

(There is a chap called Biddulph in my commando Any relation ?) 

E^ elyn 

’ The Yorles’ familj home 

^ Henry Green, Pack My Bag, autobiography, 1940 
^ Henry Yorke wrote about Eton without naming it 


To Laura Waugh 
[No\ ember 1940] 


Marine Hotel, ^ 
Largs, 

A)r 


Darling Laura, 

You need haye no misgiMngs about my prestige ^ E^eryone in the army is 
competing fevenshly to get into a commando and it is more glonous to be a 
subaltern here than a captain in the R.M Bngade It is also a great deal more 
enjoyable The officers are diMded more or less equally into dandies and highly 
efficient professional soldiers It is a good mixture, and both parties are said to have 
got on ^ery cordiallj together until Mary Gore^, that loiely girl arrived There is 
one rather unhappy man called Godfrey Nicholson^ who does not fit into either 
category 1 have known him for 18 years and he is a good, dull fellow, a member of 
parliament, captain in the temtonal army, rejected suitor of Pansy’s® and now, like 
most Englishmen, mamed to a cousin ofyours®, rich, bald, very highminded So on 
her first ev ening here he poured out his heart to Mary & said how shocked he w as by 
the dissolute habits of the dandies, he called them ‘scum’ Then Mary met the 
dandies and she had not met people like them before and it ov er-exated her a little 
so she told them all Godfrey had said So everyone hates poor Godfrey who 
combines his high mindcdness with very low efficiency and he has the only shit in 
the commando as one of his subalterns Randolph was his other subaltern, but after 
the great ‘scum’ revelation, he went to Bob and said that now he was an M P he 
could not serv e under another M P w ith w horn he w as in political disagreement and 
asked to join Peter Milton" who is a king dandy & scum Bob said audibly, ‘So you 
prefer the upper house’ but let him go Then Godfrey asked me to join him but I 
said no, I was waiting for a vacancy in the troop which takes charge of the boats and 
Godfrey said, *I quite understand ’ 

A.t present I am a liaison officer with Harry Stavordale®& Robin'*, who isimprovcd 
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out of all knowledge by military training and a very companionable man Liaison 
officer really means being on the waiting list foi a )ob I ha\e done nothing so far 
except take a cuckoo clock to pieces & play a lot of ludo All the officers have \ery 
long hair & lap dogs & agars & they wear whatever uniform they like One v ery nice 
grenadier called Frank can haidly evei be peisuaded to weai uniform at all 

We rise above all the troubles of normal administration The tioops are simply 
given large sums of money & told to arrange their own food& lodging There are no 
punishments because if anyone is a nuisance he is simply sent back to his regiment 
In these ways Bob ^ ° has got what looks like being a really formidable fighting force 
It will be lovely for us because as soon as you are well (Pam Churchill ’ ’ was here 
three weeks after the birth of little Winston’2) you can join me & we can live 
together in 100ms exaaly as you have always wanted to There is long leave every 
week end We expect to move South, somewheie m the Isle of Wight area, before 
Christmas 

Money is not going to be quite as difficult as I feai ed As a result of so many chaps 
being so v ery rich I have been able to set myself up as a poor man We get 13/4 a day 
allowance for food & lodging & make slightly on it instead of paying mess bills What 
I do not yet know, is whether I shall get maiine 9/- or army 14/- pay I will manage 
}our £153 month without privation 

I do congratulate you with all my heart on your resolution in not having Teresa 
maltreated by Collins I am only sorry he was ever consulted I understood that you 
had given him up altogether Will you please wnte to the nuns& tell them to air my 
books That is to say take them all out shelf by shelf, dust them, open the leaves & 
bang them together Otherwise they will get woim & damp in them 

I thought 1 detected a note of asperity in your letter & put it down to your 
thinking I should have returned to Pixton instead of staying in London Thatjs all 
balls 1 had to be in touch with the Marine Office & the Special Service Brigade 
dailv It was not until midday on Monday that my business was completed and I left 
at dawn on Tuesday, after dining with Diana [Cooper] & Hutchv'^^, Walter 
Monkton'^ Jean Norton - and sleeping in Phillis’ bed She was planning to go to 
Fanngdon when Hubert - a lieutenant again - went to Windsor Bertie has been a 
captain three times during this war You must realise that the changes are normal 

This IS the hotel which the ‘scum’ like but the food is beastly They do not notice 
because they dine in Glasgow most nights, but I think I shall move Largs is a sea 

side resort with many hotels, cinemas & churches, with fine hills all round and an 
island in front 


^1 Lushington came to London with Bob 8: was quite loving to me i R M is 
still getting the worst of evervthing and is quartered m a slum in Renfrew Cowan 
has fallen on his feet and is in charge of the Ettnck 1 = alone, with his lady wife ashore 
next to him Grindle keeps nngmg up to ask if I have stolen some pins from the 
inte igence service stores 11 is a sad & remarkable thing that I leave the Br without 
a tinge of regret It ,s onlv now I realise how heavily they had come to oppress me 
and how grim & fidgety the whole routine was 

niihlir^n^ ^ ^ book, for my own pleasure, probably not for 

publication - a kind of modern Arcadia I will soon send you Henry Yorke’s 
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autobiography, which is ^ery disappointing The Eton part a \erj pool second to 
Connolly and the later part, which might ha\e been deliaous, badly scamped 
I am in keen demand as a lecturer on the Dakar fiasco 

Randolph [Churchill] has a bet £50-^500 that he w ill swim to the island so that 
unless the Colonel stops it, which seems to me likely, that w ill be the last of him 

All lo\ e, 

E\ elyn 
S WALK 


’ With No 8 Commando 

^ Waugh had been an acting temporarj captain, was now once more a lieutenant 
^Mar} Onnsb)-Gorc (1914- ) Mamed 1936-46 to Robin Campbell, and in 1947 to (Alexander) 
Lee Maj all 

^Godfrc) Nicholson (1901- ) Conser\att\eMPforthirtj-three>cars Created baronet 1958 

^Lady Panst Lamb 

‘'Ladj Katharine Lindsay who had mamcd in 1936 

'Earl Fitzwilliam (1910-48) He succeeded m 1943 

'Lord Staxordalc (1901-64) Succeeded asEarl of llchester in 1959 

’Robin Campbell (1912- ) Mamed 1936-46 to Mary Ormsbj-Gore, 1946-59 to Lady Mary 
ErsVine Director of Art, Arts Coundl, since 1969 
''’Robert Laycoch 

‘' Pamela Digby (1920- ) Mamed 1939-46 to Randolph Churchill, 1960-71 to Leland Hayward, 
and in 1971 to Aycrell Hamman 

■'Winston Churchill (1940- ) Consename mp since 1970 
■'John St John Hutchinson (1884-1942) Bamster 

"Walter Monckton (1891-1965) Bamster and Conscnatiyc MP Created Viscount Monckton 1957 
'"The Etinck was the troop ship in which Waugh had sailed to West Africa 


To Laura Waugh Liaison Officer 

1*940] No 8 Ciommando, 

[Largs ] 

Darling Laura 

It IS ycry tantah 7 ingto base long week-end Iea\c& no chance ofgctting to you, so 
1 am stay mg in Largs again ox cr Sunday w here n is not y ery gay because most of the 
commando arc ayyay and horrible parties drixc out from Glasgow to spend the day at 
the Manne Hotel The only lady noy\ left is Lady Kathanne Nicholson and she is no 
beauty Mrs Randolph has freckles and a ycry fnendly disposition Mrs Campbell 
went from bad to worse, accusing a scry senior grenadier captain of buggers On 
I nday Robin had to go to London and Mary got tipsy and sat up until four with 
Lord Milton 8: Captain Milbank* and made such a noise that the hotel put up its 
price's for all commando members The prices arc rcalK ycry sescre Randolph’s bill 
for three ysccks y\as £54 He had a great rosy y\iih them They charged him £1 a 
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week for his pekinese dog ‘Do 30 U realise mj' good woman that that is the interest 
on yfzooo^’ To which she imprudently replied, ‘What’s a pound a week to jou'’ 
‘Ha, so your prices arc based on what }ou think you can get, not on the scnice \ou 
gne’ and so on for some hours, in the course of which the manageress said, ‘We 
should be scrv glad if sou were all to go There arc plcntj of nice people who want 
your rooms’‘Nice people I suppose you mean evacuees from Glasgow-’ ‘No People 
with estates’ A good time w-as had b> all Randolph ncarlj burst and paid jC 53 >0 
saying to the waiter ‘I hope you make sure of getting the 10% charged in the bill 
These seem to me the kind of people who would trj and cheat you ’ 

But I shall only be there another six dajs as on Saturdaj Randolph & I arc going 
North to a three weeks course of field training Randolph has been on the course 
before but was expelled for heckling the instructors Since then the instructors have 
been detected in peculation It is said to be verj uncomfortable but I have been 
trained in a hard school w-ith 1 R M and I expect I shall find it luxurious in 
comparison with Dothebojs^ 

I do not think you take a great deal of interest in my commando vet, but I hope 
that this will come with time I have not much else to write about at present M> 
lecture on Dakar has now been given for the 4th time It wins me many good 
opinions 

I am trying to get Ellwood^ here as my servant I have w-ntten to him but do not 
know yet if he will come 

Have you read the books of Peter Che>ncy > You would like them 

I expect that when I have finished at the training school in the North the 
commando will have moved to Isle of Wight area I will join them there & wait until 
your baby is bom before asking for leave Then take a week, go to the commando & 
look for j-our rooms & we will live there all the winter in domestic bliss and dignified 
poverty 


All my love 
E 

' Mark Milbank {1907- ) Succeeded as baronet in 1964. 

^Kingsdown 

^ Waugh’s butler ' 


To Laura Waugh 
X mas Day [1940] 


Bntish India Steam 
Navigauon Company Limited ^ 


Darling Laura 

I am veij sorry not to have written more often We were living in very 
hiir ^ Circumstances when it was almost impossible to find space to wnte, 
pmbn rea^n is that, under censorship, there is very little I can write without 

f ow they have moved us for Christmas into a large and, for officers 
& sergeants, comfortable ship Our lives are still frustrated at every turn but I have 
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come to believe that all service life is like this, the only difference being whether one 
IS m amusing company or not Robin now lives a life among staff officers & we see 
very little of him Harry^ maintains unfailing humour - a most deliaous character 
We never see Bob David Stirling^ has joined us - a gentleman obsessed by the 
pleasures of chance He effectively wrecked Ludo as a game of skill & honour Now 
we race clockw'ork motor cars At present I am well up on the betting 

I was very pleased indeed that Penguin are going to publish Work Suspended 
There is too much good matenal there to let it disappear 

I wish I could get leave but it does not seem likely at the moment 
Is the Admiralty still paying you your £15 a month ^ I have not seen my pass book 
for months & do not know whether 1 am getting any pay at all I have sent for 
Ellwood & hope to have him with me m a week It will be a pleasant link with 
Stmchcombe 


All my love 
Evelyn 

' No 8 Gimmando was on its waj to Egypt via South Afnca on Glenroy 
^ Lord Stavordale 

^David Stirling (1915- ) Colonel m Scots Guards dso 194a Created the SAS Chairman of 
Tele\ision International Enterprises 


To Laura Waugh (On board Glenroy^ cn 

18 February [1941] route to Egypt] 

Dearest Laura, 

My beard looks very homble at present I have had a photograph taken of it to 
send you It is not yet developed - neither the photograph nor the beard There are 
V ery few topics except this beard to wnte about Indeed it forms the basis of most of 
the letters sent home from the commando We are afraid that the censors may think 
it IS a code word Anyw ay it giv es me a hobby sadly needed dunng the v oyage, like a 
pet or a pot plant whose progress I can watch day by day 

As the V oyage goes on gambling gets formidably high Chcmin de fcr most nights 
'vith banks never lower than £50 Randolph lost over £400 last night, I do not play 
at this table but hav e a little poker game with the poor from w horn I consistently w in 
small sums 

I lecture on Abyssinia until laminafrenzy ofboredom with the subject Most of 
the day goes in sleep 

David Stirling rarely appears before dinner 

We have run out of most drinks so I am very sober these evenings We hope to 
replenish stocks at the next port of call 

If y ou arc cv cr in any anxiety about our w elfarc do not hesitate to apph to Pamela 
[Churchill] for information, of which, in the nature of things she has great 
supenonty 
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I read a book called Fanny by Gn<iltgltF which 1 liked Also one about Angela 
Balfour named Manon Lescaul ^ 

All m} lo^c 
E\cl\n 

' Bv Michael Sadlcir, 1940 

^By I’Abbc Prcvo!.t, 1731, about a young man who ruins his life for a courtesan 


To Laura Waugh 

23 Fcbiuary [1941] 


[On board 
G/enrflj'] 


Darling Laura, 

Heie IS another small cheque to pay into jour account 

As the voyage goes on the commando gets more & moi c like the Russian ca\ airy of 
Tolstoy’s War O' Peace At the last settling day for gambling poor Randolph was 
£800 down Foot Pamela will ha\e to go to work Ido not play these high stakes and 
continue to win steadily The promotion has not yet come about, will at our 
destination I hope ’ 

We had a vei7 enjoyable nvo days at our last port of call 2 The Glcnconncrs^ were 
there I asked Elizabeth to write to you and say I was well, as they w'crc likely' to be 
home before my cable The inhabitants of this tow n excelled all I has c c\ cr hcai d of 
colonial hospitality, taking the troops for drises in then motor cars, & feeding them 
on peaches & grapes Randolph & I found a sugai -daddy ss ho crammed us with rich 
foods& let Randolph tell him all about the political situation One sad feature of this 
situation was that to giow a beard in that country- is the sign of a Nazi so I got some 
ugly looks My beard IS ten ible 

Ed Stanley 4 c Robin Mount ^ are in a neighbouiing ship so we see them at ports 
Bones Sudeley^ is behaving m a very repiehensible w-ay, hsing in an uxorious 
stupour arry was very cruel at the zoo, chasing the peacocks & trying by insults 
to ma e t e ostiiches bury their heads in the sand Robin is very gay & amusing He 
has found his own level & now plays cards with me Dav id Stirling bought us a great 
quantity of quite undrinkable wine and is in very- bad odour 

y tropical clothes do not fit I look terrible The young ladies at our last port 
were not tempting ■> o 

have not abandoned your plan of going to Stinkers to work on the 

trees & hedges 


' Waugh hoped to become Roben Laycock’s adjutant 
^ Cape Town 

^Elizabeth ^rcoun Powell marned in 1935 Lord Glenconner (1899- ) 

Lord Stanley of Aldcrlcy (1907—71) 

’ Robin Mount (1907-69) Amateur jockey and w nter 
'■LordSudelo (J911-4O had marned Elizabeth Bromley m 1940 


Evelyn 
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To Laura Waugh LajforceHQ,* 

25 Apnl 1941 MEF 

Darling Laura, 

I am being comparatn eh parsimonious here - comparatneh with the la\ ish 
standard of life of Pete Milton, HariY, PhiF etc all of w horn have bought racehorses 
- feel ashamed to be eating so much delicious food while jou are rationed and of 
bathing m brilliant sun while }ou are cold None of these things gi\e me any real 
pleasure without j ou to share them I ha\ e been m one \ ery minor action ^ & emerged 
safely with considerable good fortune to be grateful for The Bngade Major w ho is 
an unnaturally hairy man, a kind of Rumanian, has his wife arn\ ing today and I am 
consumed with en\'y' I read E M Forster’s Gutdc to Alexandria which is the best of 
all guide books I w ent to my blaster confession & had to hat e the priest arrested for 
asking questions of military significance My lo\e to my children & to all your 
family 

E\ elyn 

' No 8 Commando had become B Battalion, Robert LajeoeV. a colonel, and Waugh, not LajcocL’s 
adjutant as he had hoped, but intelligence officer and a captain Thej had reached Sidi Bish near 
AleMndna bj v,aj of the Suez Canal 

^Philip Dunne (1904-65) Unionist mp 1935-7 

^ Presumablj the Bardta raid, which began on 19 Apnl, a shambles in w hich a sea-attack on a tow n that 
turned out to be deserted was hopelessly uncoordinated 


To Laura Waugh [Egypt ] 

7 May [1941] 

My Darling Laura, 

I got a letter from y ou this afternoon - i ery sad & afieaionate and, it seemed, 
written \ery soon after I left England You told me Euan Wallace’ was dead but I 
cannot remember when that was Anyway it was lo\ely to get a letter I daresay 
others w ill find me e\ entually if w e stay in one place & retain one name for a little 
longer A soldier in one of the Battalions was found to ha^ e wntten on the troopdeck 
wall ‘Ne^er before in the history of human endea^our ha\e so few been so buggered 
about by so many’ It is funnier if you are as familiar as Randolph makes us with 
Winston’s speeches Poor Randolph has had a letter from Pam about his losses at 
cards & she is %ery \e\ed with him She has let her house so you cannot go & stay 
With her 

Yesterday I spent in the Union Club here looking at the Country Life books of 
country houses in an orgy of homesickness Phil Dunne & I found a large scale map 
of England & it marked Stinkers & his Milage & we nearly died of maudlinness 
E\ ery one is \ ery sad, e\ en Randolph less exuberant than usual Harry’s brother ^ is 
a prisoner & Da\id Stirling’s^ thought dead I ha\c been able to get no news of 
Tnm I presume that he is somewhere in this country but sappers are y cry elusive 
as they hayc no regiments of their own .but get attached to others like hermit crabs 
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I live With headquartcis and only see my bclo^cd 8 Commando when I go into 
Alexandria to dine which I do rarely on account of economy Headquarters are \cr> 
dull I thought I liked the pansy C of E chaplain at first but now he has become 
very tedious to me Bob is very lonelj in his scarlet & rather w istful There has been 
a strong movement against him in No 8 led b> Phil & he has begun to notice it He 
IS rather touching, leading jokes from Angie’s'* letters & engaging in intellectual 
conversation Robin Campbell is the saddest of us all Pete Beattj * the least 
changed He woke me up the other evening to tell me we had had a great v ictory oier 
the Greeks 

The food in Alexandria is delicious - vve live on quails & prawns & wood 
strawberries But w me is vcry cxpcnsiv c I havc giv cn up drinking except for a little 
Chianti There is a cinema m the camp with a change of film every night There is 
superb bathing All this while you arc liv mg m a state of siege 

I see no women Celibacy is not so irksome as the lack of female company The 
pansy clergyman does not really fill their place 

I hope you are seeing some friends Do keep m touch with them It might be 
worth your while consulting Angie & Pam about means of vv ntmg letters They seem 
to find way s of getting letters sent out by diplomats etc 

The Bngade Major had his wife here fora foitnight goodness how ugly & how we 
envied him Now she has been expelled & he is so sad he is playing the bagpipes I 
may not be as demonstrative but I feel very strongly too I am becoming indolent & 
full of habits If you see me again you will find a man of middle-aged, uncertain 
temper & failing powers - but a very lov ing one 

Please give my love to our children & to all youi family Will you sometimes w rite 
to my parents & tell them I am well Should they not be ev acuated ^ 1 am afraid my' 
mothei must find the raids upsetting 


All my love 
Ev clyn 

'Euan Wallace (1872-1941) Minister of Transport 1934-41 

John Fox-Strangways (1908-61) Badly wounded and taken pnsoner After the war he kicked 
Aneunn Bevan on the steps of White’s 

^ Hugh Stirling (1917-41) Killed in action in Egypt 
< Angela Dudley Ward (1916- ) Mamed Robert Laycock in 1935 
’Peter Beatty (1910-49) Son of Admiral Sir Dasid Beatty 


To Laura Waugh 
2 June 1941 


[Egypt ] 


Darling Laura, 

for tbp ^ ^ ^ present of agarettes by Peter Fleming, who was going home 

aL mm u ^ ^ have bked to send eggs and chocolate 

so little \ things which y ou must need but he could carry 

so ht.lo 1 thouEh, LocU Strike the most acceptable thtng By the way, tf you hear 
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anj damaging stones about Peter’s beha\ lOur in Greece you are to gi\ e them the he 
direct as Mr Belloc would say, they are spread by a bad Lord Forbes* and are 
untrue Since I wrote last to you I have been ma senous battle^and haie decided I 
abominate military life It was tedious & futile & fatiguing I found I was not at all 
fnghtened, only very bored & \ery weary For the time being I am delnered from 
countless penis to life & liberty I shall ha\e a great deal to tell you when we meet 
which I cannot write now Meanw'hile be profoundly grateful to God & his saints for 
my presertation dunng the days May 28-June ist (operating largely through the 
forceful personality' of Bob Laycock) My Mr Tanner turned out heroic, in a minor 
way,& IS hating his name sent to the C m C The thing about battle is that it is no 
different at all from manoeutres with Col Lushington on Bagshot heath - )ust as 
confused & purposeless In case I don’t see Auberon again tell him w hen he goes to 
war that the most important thing an officer can carry' w'lth him is a pillow I stuck to 
mine to the end after I had jettisoned gas-mask & steel helmet & blanket etc& blessed 
It et ery hour I ha\ e come back a great deal thinner but am rapidly repainng my 
losses 

I went to Cairo on duty last week& to my delight ran into Tnm (also \ery' lean& 
rather clean) We dined together with AnnePalairet^ My word she is se\ repressed 
She fell down stairs after dinner, not on account of dnnk but of love for Tnm 
Randolph dined with the Lampsons^ the other evening & Lampson sent a 
pompous* jaggenng cable to Winston ‘Your son is at my house He has the light of 
battle in his eye’ Unhappily the cypher group got it wrong & it amved ‘light of 
bottle’ All too true 

I dined with Henry Howard^ the other day & the son of that blackguard 
Persina[*‘] 

1 got two lovely letters from you about your life in Northants with RAF and 
boiled eggs on the bacon They cheered me enormously 
What a lot we shall have to say to each other when we meet I feel that all our 
future life will be spent in telling how we hav e spent this year apart In danger I hav e 
only one fear, that it means further separation from you 

I have wntten this very small, perhaps illegibly, so as to be able to say a lot, and 
now I can think of no more to say All my love to you, my darling I read a book Old 
Curiosity Shop in which there was a pony called Whisker & it brought me near to 
tears 


Evelyn 

' Earl of Granard (igi5- ) An Air Commodore 

^Thc battle of Crete The Bntish held Crete, which was supposed to be taaicall} essential On 20 
ihe Germans attacked bj parachute for the first and last lime The British were unprepared for this 
and a w eek later their forces w ere withdraw n, 12,000 being left behind to become prisoners Laj cock was 
sent to reinforce the gamson and organized the retreat Waugh, his intelligence officer, considered that 
he had taken part in a military disgrace and that the British could ha\c remained 

^Annc Palaitcf married the Earl of Oxford and Asquith (‘Tnm’) in 1947 

files Lampson (1880-1964) Had married jacquebne Castellani, an Italian in 1934 He was 
Am^ssador toEgj-pt 1936-46 created Lord Killeam 1943 

enrj Howard(igi3- ) Brother of Lord Howard of Pennth Administrator of St Kjtts Nensand 
Anguilla 1958-63 
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To Randolph Churchii i Si James’ Club 

26 Septembci [1941]' 

Deal Randolph, 

I hear >ou base been made a major & congiatulatc >ou with all m\ stufl\ heart 
Your father too has had a leg up and ts Warden of the Cinque Poi ts On looking the 
list up I finditserj much moie considerable than that of Prime Ministers Alwajs 
glad to sec Churchills doing well 

I base seen Pamela - her kitten escs full of innocent fun She is showing 
e\cmplar^ patience with the Americans who now hate the place in England which 
the Germans had in Italj in 1939 Thc\ aic ubiquitous & boisterous and ctcr}onc 
hides his impatience splendidlj 

I w ent to Bones’s ^ memorial sere ice w here man j patriot ic t uncs w ere sung and P 
Dunne w as moe ed to teat s 

I finished the book^, dedicated to jou,& it is quite funnj but paper is so short that 
It will not appeal until it has lost all point 

England is \er>' uncomfortable & eecr\ thing is being done b\ the bureaucrats to 
aggravate the discomfort There is a splendid new idea called ‘equalite of sacrifice’ 
which means that life is reduced to the Ice cl of a pre-eear uncmploecd miner — in 
eeery sense for extiemc idleness is combined evith pi nation 

The only place whcie one feels at peace is Marine Barracks - 1 spent a delightful 
two da>s at Plymouth - band playing, dull seigcants strutting about the parade 
gi ound, old old colonels say ing, 1 ightly, that the Fonseca ’22 does not compare w ith 
the Campbell ’12 evhich the tempoiary officcis intemperattly consumed 

Your chum Maisky* goes to Church to celebrate the coming of age of the King of 
Serbia and munition factories fly the red flag & sing ‘Internationale’ when he Msits 
them Maimie expects to be called to the throne of All the Russias^ any das & has 
become glonously sedate 

I have seen most commando wives, Angie, NelD, P Dunne J left Beatty’s name 
at the door of Bones’s funeral and it was pnnted in The Times as the Hon Mrs 
Beatty, so I suppose he counts as a wife too 

I base a company of jusenile marines in baibarous surroundings at Hay ling 
Island Laura drnes a tractor and gamers thistles in large quantities 

We seem both to has e become members of White’s in our absence & I eat hca\ ily 
t (ne under the portrait of Frederick Duke of York feeling a little less warlike 
Berners has written the dullest book' yet seen 
Philhs sends you her deep lose, whateser that may be 

Maureen® raided V Cosvles’s^ flat and stole all the sheets Laui a Long' went to 
Gross enor Place to claim them and lost a long battle w ith E Guinness’s'' secretary 

B Jungman hasababs *2 

Honor' 3 has left Chips [Channon] for the bailiff - like Lady Chatterley in esery' 


Yours 

Esclyn 
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’No 8 Comioando was tcmporanlj disbanded and Waugh, once more a Rojal Manne, reached 
Liverpool Ma South Africa and Iceland on 3 September 1941 
^Lord Sudelev had died in the Red Sea 
^ Put Out Mart flogs, wntten on the sosage home 

'IvanMaisls (1884-1975) Russian Ambassador in London 1932-43 Member of the Athenaeum 
^ Lads Marv Lv-gon’s husband, Pnnee Vsev olodc, had a senous claim to the throne of Russia He died 
>n 1973 

'■Helen Ward (1907-70) Mamed Lord Stasordalc in 1931 
’ Lord Berners published four books that jear 

* Maureen Guinness (1907- ) Mamed to the Marquess of Duffenn and Asa 1930-45 

’Virginia Cowles (1912- ) Amencan )oumalist mamed Aldan Crawlej in 1945 
’’Laura Chartens (1915- ) Mamed 1933-43 to Viscount Long, 1943-54 to t^f Earl of Dudles, 
1960-69 to Michael Canfield, 1972 to the Duke of Marlborough 
' ’ Ernest Guinness (1876-1949) Maureen’s father 
' t Richard Cuthbertson, killed in a car acadent in 1964 
Honor Gumness (1909-76) Mamed to Henrj Channon 1933-45 and in 1946 to Flight Lieutenant 
Frantisek Sscjdar 


To Laura Waugh St James’ Club 

Saiurdav [October’ 1941] 

Darling Laura, 

I has e been considerabh buggered about since last Tuesday Wednesday was 
not bad as one feels further from the war in Manne barracks than anywhere else on 
earth 1 spent the moining looking at the Royal Victualling Yard which cultnated 
people sas is an architectural masterpiece Well it is all nght, notablj two grand & 
graceful chimneys which anticipate Battersea Power Station by a centurs’ Major 
Sinclair was charming I had o3erstayed lca3e b3 24 hrs but he said just keep quiet 
about It In the evening instead of dining in mess as I should have liked I had a 
painful evening with a staff major, rather like m>self in figure but uglier who asked 
ine to dinner in his quarters sajing we should have a bottle or two of wine& some 
older officers who would like to hear about the Middle East When I got there there 
was onlj himself, a bottle of beer, cold beef Sc uncooked blackbernes, and he talked 
all the time about spintualism So ) esterdav I drove to Havling to find about 40 

men The rest were on leave or at a previous camp some miles aw aj Their CO was 
on leav e Haj ling Island is w ithout exception the most obnoxious place I ev er saw, a 
flat, bedraggled suburb rather like the country near Diana [Cooper] at Bognor In 
this awful place I met Spencer, the highbrow vou may remember from Deal days 
He too was being buggered about, had latelj been a major in a mechanized unit & 
was now fast descending I hope his descent ends him in the infantry Well then I 
drove to find the second in command who was in the half struck camp some miles 
avvaj He had no instructions for me except that I was coming He is already 
m erstrength His officers are like young corporals, all v erj' young and ver^ plebeian 
here w as nothing for me to do until the C O returned from leav e and the prospea 
of two davs idleness, miles from anywhere, wnth these horrible voung barbanans 



IS 6 THE LETTERS OT EVELYN WAUGH 


was terrible So I asked foi, and obtained lease, during which I hope to write the 
article for Time, for which Peters has obtained brilliant terms {£,50 down 
whateser it is like, another £50 if U passes the censor, and then £,100 if the 
Amcr^ans punt It The ^50 down is the best pan) ' I base not }et heard anjthing 
from Chapman & Hall I suppose the) discussed me )esterda\ I arriscd late last 
night in a tram svhich had no lights at all 

I base written to Morford & Lushington begging to be taken back to the old 

part) c new part) is still in training & unhkel) to be used until the new scar if 
then 

I miss you unspeakably 
I base lost m) beautifull) caiscd stick 
I am sery sad indeed 


gh wrote an aniclc for Ltje on the Commandos, which included an account of the Bardia raid, 

H^^dreccncd clearance from Brendan Braden Minister of Information Peters 

Waniri, ° “‘her papers complained, and the War Office issued it as a bulletin 

Waugh was reprimanded 


To Laura Waugh 
[October 1941] 


izthRM Bn Officers’Mess, 
Sherborne House, 

South Hayling, 

Hants 


Darling, 

can on'^him Hrh^ri'V be to see Capt Spencer & went to 

cal on him He had shot himself dead the esemng before 

base not begun work here yet as the C O is still on leave 


Very sad 
E 


To Laura Waugh 
Sunday evening [October ^941] 


My dearest Laura, 

ha! " '“'■r ' -me ,0 London as I ,h,„U should 

Alee WauS V, ^ half ahve 

- as it means I now ha\ Tthem oV° parents & for 

c them on my conscience He gav e a champagne orgy to his 


me 
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pipe lines’ in Wfntc Houm: 1 saw Catdcr-Ntarvlialt who is bchavinc in a \cr\ 
iinpatnolic fashion. also CJmsiina 1 lastinps-, C'Jaiid (aKlhum ’ olhtrs ! dined 
with Herns {^niUJ who told nic things jhoiit the hie bticadc which niaVc it tlear 
that thc\ arc nnich braver fellow s& have seen mote rtil action than the annv At 
church this morning the pnrsi lost his mrmotv lor about three minutes tc stood 
gaping at iis hie 3 fish vjuitc silent It was embaiiasstng 1 go bid mh tomorrow 
morning to Havhng Island wiib the most ptolound misgivings 

I have not finished thcatiitlevct so f nnist su up;,, do n lnc&. mv mind tsempiv 
oftdeasi cvcnlbing 1 trv to write comes out in cliches 

I suppose Mussolini IS sadderA posstblv Budicnv * but I am third saddest man in 
the woild 1 wish 1 could recapture s<imc of tint advcniuious spun wuh which 1 
joined at ( hatham 

Alllovc 

L 

I’lre Inr ii>sf>mti rva'ii'if stuirf firts 

^Qimtif 1 1 a jii miriTcd i '};5 atii> Funnsltisonpi i^gnhadsuorcrdriJ as 1 jrl of Uunitnpdon tn 
1*119 

’Qicd CocVViuiTi (1904 ) JfMfTultsi Uit"! of 7 >f It rrJ loit 4t> Coiivm of Waup)) s 

'Gmtrat Sirmn ItuJcoiw ’ns tn o^nn1Jflli of ihc RosMao it-vrr\r foicc on the souih*»rsi from 
had jem hrm dotioscd tn ilic Germans 


Tol WaL’CU (Hawick]’ 

th November 1941 

Mj darhngwifc, 

It rs still ven disagrc-cablc licrc One da\ in four it is intcnsclv cold with a high 
Wind, foi the rest of the week it nuns hc-avtlv &. continuouslv 1 am alwavs wet, cold 
andlxircd In the mess the wireless piavscc-asdcsslv M\ hut is too darks, cold to sit 
in Haw ick is fiv c miles a w av ^ full of soldiers There is no one here with an} sense of 
humour but the} never stop hughing It is vvlnt vour hooks call a mmhlcss laugh 
Reading* is intokrabl} smug, cocl sure, charmless The onlv man 1 havc to talk to is 
the doctor who is a Glasgow communist and he is trv mg to get sent to sea The 
Catholic pnest in Hawick is living to start a sword of the spirit here It sounds like a 
lot of hoi air to me 

Tomorrow a companv competition has been ordered on a run-dc-walk (200 
yards marching, 200 jds doubling) over a hvc mile cross countr} course in full 
t^quipmcnt 1 think this will be the death of me 

1 got a loving letter from }ou dated 19 Maj Thank }ou for it, and also for }Our 
other sweet letters 6; for all the things vou have sent The warm clothing & fur rug 
a\c made an enormous diflcrcncc 

Spectator Sc Tablet have sent me some books for review so 1 have something 
^read Cigars & red wine arc lasting out A man who was in mv compan} in the first 
attalion has asked to come to me as a servant I am quite a success in the company 
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here and Ma)or 1 ailvour^ is \crj decent These are* the iKst things nicre is also a 
hope of the I 3 dc Major fixing a niosc for me 

All lost 
L\ cljn 

' In icmolc Roxburgh for further Training with the Rmal Marincx 

^ Colonel Reading was also an able, ambiiious, smug, eoncciicd active, quick-wiiicd liiilc man with 
no single interest outside his profession’ Oianrs^p i;i7 
^Norman TaiKour(t9i4-79) Knighted 19(16 Gimmandani-Gcntral of the Roval Manors 1965-8 


To A D Peters 5 R M 

IRccened 17 Nosember 1941] Hawic)., 

Roxburghshire 


Captain no longer Plain Mi 

^ Yes the Marine Office made a fuss this end about that article 1 simpis replied 
special pci mission Rt Hon B Bracken’that has held them ofl for the present 
I d like to sue the War Office for plagiarism Shall 1 tr\' > 


' Sec Note i, p 156 


Hscljn Waugh 


To Arthur Waugh 
[5 December 1941] 


[HaiAick ] 


Dear Father, 

"" You speak ofu as haMnf 

r '*»<< PI'”' -PI 

hearts ^ ^ ^ soon find another who xmII take his place in jour 

oc™v,rd,l;'‘"* 1''^"'O'" H = mmor uork dashed off to 

Si a“d BaVbl’" M ■' “* IP-ir'P^stuou, relat.onsh.p 

. 3 a fa uh th.s issue of f/«r,=»u It ,s 

ftom a happy week at seaTdTiSk I,e«leek 

pleasure on the lower deck but nowhere else^^ gossip about me caused 

wayra“d"eZ:r," “in'r: 3 f-*”'"''""' .f-t he an ives I espect he ,s 

offensive in Cyrenia I ean’t thiiAforestalled the German 
t-yrenia 1 can t think whal possessed the papers to forecast a triumphal 
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ad\ance to Tunis We are luck) to hold the cnem) at all S)na should now be safe 
until early Spnng so don’t fret about Alec 

Lore 
E\ elyn 


To AD Peters The Manor House, 

[4' April 1942] Mells, 

Frome 

Dear Peter, 

A vei)' funny incident occurred over this BBC pa)ment The Bratns Trust 
Mere smugly Sa)ing that an\one ought to be paid equal wages with soldieis and it 
seemed to me that too many people at the moment are anxious to take money away 
from others, so I suggested that we made a start by each accepting for his 
afternoons work They were aghast but ashamed to dissent so I left them with that 
decision but the certainty in my mind that they would rat as soon as my back was 
turned 

Will you please find out if they did rat' If so recene my ;(]2i + 1st return fare 
Hawick-London If they ratted I shall gi\e the press the full storv with details and I 
hope do something to discredit Joad ‘ (w hich is greatly in the national intei est) I go 
to Pixton Monday-Wednesday Could you send me a telegram there saying ‘ratted’ 
or no ^ 


Yours 

Evelyn 

' Professor C E M Joad (1891-1953) A regular member of the Brams Trust, on which he gained a 
national reputation as a sage answenng listeners’ questions 
^Thej ratted 


To Laura Waugh St James’Club 

[May 1942] 

Darling Laura, 

Mr Sanders is Mr Deeding — or at any rate a half of him I do not know quite how 
much of your esteem & gratitude is his& how' much his colleagues Their method of 
work is that Mr Sanders supplies plot, political & topographical material & his 
friend character & jokes They discuss the proposed book in detail & produce 
together a pile of notes Mr Sanders then retires with them &. w'lthout drawing 
reath dictates a no3el in w'hich the wines are correctly named & the train for Basle 
oaves the nght station in Pans This is passed to his chum who re-dictates the book 
putting in jokes & personal items Mr Sanders netcr sees his storv after it leaves his 
ands until the bound copy of Mr Beedings work arrives on his breakfast tabic 
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Neither Bob, Phillip, Heniiques, Cliflt noi ainone else I could find in C C O HQ. 
had e\er lead a book b\ Mr Becding ' 

I ha\c mo\ed into a\cr} smallioom I found if full of vhiskcrial litter-razor, a 

bottle ofblue-gieen mattei, some pictf\ buttons which, since sou dont want them, I 
gave to a passing whore, some serj low-class literature 1 am making a little bonfire 


of them 

Yesterday evening I went to call on Randolph & Panto It was\cr\ interesting At 
first Lord Digby^ was there & he & Panto went into the bed room for a long 
conference Was he attempting to adjust a difference between the young couple, I 
ask myself Randolph was exuberant & socifcrous Panto hates him so much that she 
cant sit in a room with him but paced up«, down the minute hall outside the door 
after hei father had gone When we (Sexy Beaton, Phil & 1 ) obliged her to come in 
she could not look at him & simply said o\ci her shoulder in acid tones ‘Ought you 
not to be resting’’ whcncscr he became particularly jolK She was looking 'cry 
pretty & full of mischief 

I breakfasted here today, sumptuously, for 2/2, dined last night, well, for 10/- 
including 1924 claret Today I hope to \isit that Red X exhibition If 1 see any 
better buttons than those I gaxc the whore I will put in a bid for them 

Randolph tells me that Put Out More Hags is ‘sweeping America’ but I take this 
only to mean that Mona Williams’ has read it 

I had a very funny interview with Gisa Maury* yesterday He gase me an 
intelligence report saying ‘You will find it quite captisating It tells you just who is 
sleeping with whom in the s illagc ’ 

He also wagged a finger saying ‘You wntc me the most tcmble letters’ and in 
front of a lot of eery senous staff officers fell into light gossip about the Abdies 
Write to me at seafield towers ardrossan 


All lose 
E 

* The resulting detective stones \tere published under the name Francis Becding 

^Lord Digby (1894-1964) Father of Pamela Churchill 

’ Mrs Hamson Williams, later Countess Bismarck ‘What do I care if Mrs Harrison Williams is the 
best dressed woman in town ? What do I care if Countess Barbara Hutton has a Rolls Roj cc built for each 
gown? Ridin High , from Red Hot and Blue by Cole Porter, 1936 Mr W'llliams was a banker with 
houses in Palm Beach, Pans and Capn 

■* Marquis de Casa Maury, a Spaniard, had mamed Freda Dudley Ward in 1937 and so was Angela 
Laycock’s stepfather He died in 1968 


Laura "VVaugh fGlflsgowJ* 

31 May 1942 
Darling 

It vras a great joy to get a letter from you I thought you had been swallowed up in 
some Pixton plague 

Do you know Ellwoods^ address? I wrote tokiim care Harper — no answer 
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Miss Cowles leaAes tonight Everyone except me will be sorry I have had to 
arrange all her mo\ements and it has been a great deal of trouble She is a cheerful, 
unprincipled young- woman She w'ants to be made Colonel in chief of the 
commando so I ha^ e suggested Pnncess Margaret Rose instead Bob eats out of my 
hand at the moment 

So No 3 Cmdo were verj' anxious to be chums with Lord Glasgow^ so they 
offered to blow' up an old tree stump for him and he was very' grateful and he said 
dont spoil the plantation of young trees near it because that is the apple of my eye 
and thej said no of course not we can blow a tree down so that it falls on a sixpence 
and Lord Glasgow said goodness you are cle\er and he asked them all to luncheon 
for the great explosion So Col Dumford-Slater'* D S O said to his subaltern, have 
}ou put enough explosive in the tree Yes, sir, 75 lbs Is that enough^ Yes sir I 
worked it out by mathematics it is exactly right Well better put a bit more Very 
good sir 

And when Col D Slater D S O had had his port he sent for the subaltern and 
said subaltern better put a bit more explosive in that tree I don’t want to disappoint 
Lord Glasgow Very good sir 

Thenthey all went out to see the explosion and Col DS DSO said you will see 
that tree fall flat at )ust that angle where it will hurt no young trees and Lord 
Glasgow said goodness you are clever 

So soon the[y] lit the fuse and waited for the explosion and presendy the tree, 
instead of falling quietly sideways, rose 50 feet into the air taking with it J acre of soil 
and the whole of the >oung plantation 

And the subaltern said Sir I made a mistake, it should have been 7^ lbs not 75 
Lord Glasgow was so upset he walked in dead silence back to his castie and when 
they came to the turn of the dnve in sight of his casde what should they find but that 
eveiy' pane of glass m the building was broken 
So Lord Glasgow ga\e a little cry & ran to hide his emotion in the lavatory and 
there when he pulled the plug the entire ceiling, loosened by the explosion, fell on 
his head 

This IS quite true 

E 

' Waugh had been transferred to LajeoeV. once more to his great relief and was a temporary acting 
captain m the Rojal Horse Guards 

*The butler at Piers Court and then Waugh’s soldier-servant 
^Earl of Glasgow (1874-1963) 

John Dumford-Slater, author of Commando, 1953 


To Nancy Mitford' - [Ardrossan, 

[31 Maj 1942] Ayrshire } 

Darling Nancy, 

hat a A erj nice parcel There is only one book I am too proud to read, which I 
enc ose Maj 1 please have something educative instead ' 
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1 am back with Bob La\cock after a winter of great austerite with the marines in 
Scotland &, before that, some months of the incflable longueurs that arc ironicalU 
termed ‘action’ 

I ha\c grapefruit & omelette for breakfast eserj da\ on account they do not 
behc\c in rationing m these parts I never thought of eating grapefruit before the 
war nor I suppose did you What with these grapefruit &. other things I am not rcallv 
enjoying the war as much as I used to I daresay it will get better in a year or two 
w'hen they have killed off some of our soldiers and you and me and Connolly arc left 
to defend culture without interference 

When I come to London I will pop into H Hill Ltd Will you be there' 

1 think these books will make an interesting shelf for my grand children 
(supposing they can read which IS not likely) 1 will say these were the books chosen 
at the height of the Great-great War by a great novelist and an eminent cntic Well it 
would be jolly interesting to sec the parcel of books chosen by Southey to send a 
captain of marines during Napoleonic wars, wouldn’t it' 

We have just had Miss V Cowles here for a long visit - an amiable but 
unprincipled young woman 

Are you wnting the life of Robert Byron' I think it your plain duty 
I think letters of T E Lawrence sounds the best of the books you mention 1 read 
E Gill’s autobiography2 with great pleasure & admiration & I think life at Piers 
Court will be quite different as a result 

Best love 
Evelyn 

' Nanej Milford was to become Waugh’s chief correspondent In 1942 she had little monc\ and had 
just started working in He>wood Hill’s bookshop in Cur/on Street She had published four no\cls but 
had not >et had a best-seller The war parted her from her husband Peter Rodd and they ne\er rcalb 
Ined together again 

^Enc Gill, Atilobiography, 1940 


To Laura Waugh Remshaw Hall,' 

20 June 194a Remshaw, 

nr Sheffield 

My darling Laura, 

I hav e not done well in writing to you and 1 am v ery sorry' for it 2 My excuse - and 
~ there is nowhere at Matlock ^ to sit & write and that by the end of 
t e ay my ^ es arc so da/aled by scrutinizing photographs that all I hav e in mind to 
o IS sit in t c twilight drinking beer The course is interesting & I am doing quite 
e at It t wi e useful to have some technical military accomplishment to fall 
c on w en S^t mo stiff m the joints & short in the wind to be an active soldier 
if" 'erymuch indeed for the beautifully mended shirt and for the fine 
caroya rn^rines, red band on blue with a peak almost entirely covered 
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gold lace I ■wore it for the first time coming here in the back of a hired Daimler 
& scowled at the poor on the waj 

Renishaw is ]ust as you saw it Shabbier outside w ith the law'ns grow'n long & the 
hedges ragged so that jou might think the house deserted till jou come inside 
There e\ erythmg is open, no e\ acuees or billetted soldiers, no dust sheets except in 
the ball room Banks of potted plants & bowls of roses, piles of new & old books & 
deliCTous cooking Osbert^ & Edith ^ & Robbins'* are full of loving messages to you 
There is an extremelj charming artist called Piper’ staying here making a senes of 
drawings of the house Osbert bland & genial, Edith alternating benveen extremes 
of [venom'] and compassion Thej have done w'hat 1 most hoped thej would do - 
left me alone for the afternoon 

At the opening lecture a beastly don named Casson ® gav e an address in w hich 
he quoted among examples of bad intelligence the Rommel raid sa> mg that those m 
charge of it did not trouble to consult the intelligence corps who could have told 
them R was awaj I wrote & reported this insolence to Bob Sc hope the don will be 
punished 

I share a room with a very gloomy but deferential man called White who comes 
back every evening a little tipsv and sajs he alw’ays feels on top of his form at 
midnight & how he hates the provinces & wants to dance with beautiful blondes at 
select night clubs The intelligence officers are mostly veiy unmilitarj &. no one ever 
gives an order - Thej say T sav would you mind kind of gathenng round’ 

All my love 
Evelyn 

' Home of the Sitwell fainih 

^Margaret Waugh had been bom ten dajs before. 

^ In Derbyshire Waugh was on an Intelligence course 

'Osbert Sitwell (1892-1969) Author and champion of the arts Succeeded as baronet 1943 His 
publications include an autobiography in fi^esolumcs, 1945-50 
’Edith Sitwell (1887-1964) Poet Dame of the Bntish Empire 1954 
‘F Robbins, Osbert’s soldier-servant in the First World War who became the butler 
’John Piper (1903- ) Painter and 

Stanlev Casson (1889-1944) Reader in Classical Archaeology at Oxford His memonal at New 
College has the inscnption ‘Killed flynng to the aid of Greece ’ 


To Laura Waugh White’s 

27 October [19.J2] 

One day before mj birthday 
Darling 

So I had a very happy vv eek-end On Friday the bojs of Sherborne'school were 
3 'mg an exercise so we all went to umpire ir& goodness it was a dull exercise and 
J c boys showed very little fighting spirit so when it got dark we all slipped away & 
tthem 5, having no umpires the scheme was a balls up but we had our dinner in 
peace 5 c Basil ^ I drank a bottle of v intagc port before dinner & another aftervv ards 
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Then \vc lemcmbeicd that the chief schoolmastei Col Randolph (who will not 
whip the boys in his house) had asked us to bccr& sandwiches so wc went to find 
him & got lost among the architectural beauties of Sherborne & did not arrive until 
about tcn& we had great cigai s in our mouths& an unhcalthj flush & C^l Randolph 
had put about eight hundred sandw ichcs foi us to eat but we had dined soatcnoncAc 
the Randolph family will live ofi sandwiches for a week 1 thought our social call a 
great success but Bnan^ & Basil say no Col Atkinson funked it altogether He is 
losing his giip more & more The other evening the organist was going to plaj the 
march which N Coward has written for us, in the Abbej So that afternoon Col 
Atkinson said ‘I say 1 have to go to the Abbey this evening Will }0U take me there 
now so that I shall know my way in ’ 

Then on Sunday we went with the merry wives of Wcsse\ and had luncheon & 
dinner at Harry’s & got very drunk I fell down & hurt my knee Harry fell asleep & 
waking up thought he was at the Bag of Nails, fixed Nell & Daphne^ with a gloomy 
eye and said, ’‘Those women can go home Tell Milly to send up some new ones ’ 
Then a message came that I must go to London urgently so after getting to bed at 
2am I got up at 6 still v cry drunk& began to driv c to London and at Camberley we 
had a collision & totally destroyed our motor car but no bloodshed & I got a lift to Mr 
Perkins Then I had a great hangover all day but I had some oysters w'lth Maimiefc I 
dined with Bill Stirling at this glonous place, slept at Maimic’s and now I feel very' 
well again But you see I do get into mischief when I am whiskerlcss do I not 

Vsevolode is being made a major in the Serbian army and is so excited about it he 
was sick at Lady Crewe’s 

It IS a beautiful day Tonight I return to Sherborne 


All my love 
E 

' Laycock decided to move Brigade Headquarters to Dorset and Waugh v.as among those who went 
ahead to make arrangements 

2 Basil Bennct (1894-1966) He was Camp.Commandant and sharing a house wtth Waugh Later 
Chairman of Hyde Park Hotel 

^^lonel Franks (1910- ) Hotelier 1929-72 Managing direaorofthe Hyde Park Hotel from i939 
Daphne Vivian (1904- ) Wnter Mamed 1926-53 to Viscount Weymouth, who succeeded as 

Marquess ofBath in 1946 See Appendix of Names 


To Laura Waugh 
[28 December 1942] 


[Sherborne^] 


Dearest Laura 

H was rather better than was feaied but very exhausting and I find 1 

mfch h^dnnHnr" 

^'’^olutely crashing bore and Angie whom I am keen 01 
me to stay at the Plume of Feathers I went to Daphne Weymouth’s for one night 
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Duff, Diana, Ginrad [Russell], the Cavendish boys^ - an excellent pair - Debo^, 
Rex Whistler'^ and many nameless foot guards Great drunkenness I went to call 
next morning on your cousin 01 i\ia Greene & found her with no trousers on 
completely drunk and Gwen blacking the grate Then I came back to Sherborne 
and off we went again, to a great dinner part) given by Bill Stirling & Peter Milton 
Last mght I suffered from the delusion that black rooks were flying round and 
round my bed room 

Phil has behaved abominably & stolen a most delicious excursion from me I will 
tell you about it when w e meet 

Mrs M’s^ latest eccentnaty is to put bricks in the lavatory cisterns to save 

water 


All love 
E 

' Mamed to Brian Franls 1939-53 

* Marquess of Harrington (1917-44) and Lord Andrew Cavendish (1920- ) who succeeded as Duke 
ofDevonshire in 1950 

^Deborah Mitford (1920- ) Nancy’s sister, had mamed Andrew Caiendish in 1941 

* Rex Whistler (1905-44) Painter and engraver 

* Mrs Maxwell, Waugh’s landlady 


To Laura Waugh [Westbndge House, 

[March ^ 1943] Sherborne ] 

Darling Laura 

So when I came home on Thursday after a long day of explosions in the cold there 
was nothing for dinner except a cold Spam pie So next day we said to Louie that if 
she must go out she must choose days when we were away as that was not the kind of 
dinner we could eat in war time So Louie said ‘I told Mrs Maxwell so and she said 
“If they are hungry they will eat it ” ’ 

That evening Foster came in and said ‘What have you been saying to Louie? 
She’s fair on the war path She isn’t half going to give it to Mrs Maxwelk She said 
your cold pie wasn’t fit for pigs and Mrs Maxwell would lose you if she wasn’t 
careful ’ 

Since then we have had three or four xery elaborate courses for each meal but 
there is a further complication because Basil had not paid his bill since Jan 25 and 
couldn’t be got to do it and I couldn’t let Mrs M have any excuse for her negligence 
so I paid It myself This caused Basil deep guilt in his cups so he reeled into Mrs M 
and said he had had a grave finanaal reverse and was now living on my bounty and 
she believed him and now he is embarrassed So on Saturday he took me to lunch at 

eymouth and we got tipsy It is a very beautiful town Would you like to come 

ere for a week end with me? Far better than London in e\ ery^ way in fact another 
HavMck 

Bob, Philst Brian & Snake* came back today 
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On Sunday Vile T Churchill ^ took a cai to S\%indon to see his vifc He has 
sulked e\er since I beat him 

The explosions were scry dangerous and bits of steel flew about our cars 
Basil has gone to lise at Weymouth with his wife&, daughter until Saturday 
1 hase written to Ahek^ about his mcsnUianec and will telegraph Gabriel on the 
same subject 

You arc welcome to the Green Chartreuse and so is dear Fuckablc 
I walked far & fast today and am weary 

All lose 

t 

‘ One of the La\ cocks, usual!) Angela 

‘Major General Thomas Churchill (1907- ) csoi Commandos, Sicily and Salerno landings 

Mamed Gwendolen Williams in 1934 

^ Alexander (Alick) Dru married Laura’s sister Gabriel on 6 March Friend of Anihoni Powell 
Edited and translated The Journals of Sfiren Kterlei^aard, 1938 


To Laura Waugh St James’ Club 

[May 1943] 

Darling 

Still here ’ I had an ugly shock yesterday to find Auberon^ lurking in a corner I 
gase theboy a glass of xintagc port & left him without hard words 

Has Mana Teresa^ read a book called The Marmalade Cat If not, will y ou w’nte 
, to Nancy [Mitford] Rodd at Hey wood Hill Ltd, Booksellers, Curzon StreetT'W i 
ordering a copy for her, to be charged to me It has \ery pretty pictures & deals 
almost entirely with food 

I dined last night with Alick and a Pole at his flat Baby Jungman has come to 
London with a xast baby solely in her charge She sends you much lo\c She has 
changed a great deal with contact with rough Canadians and loss of virginity' and is 
now frank in thought, coarse in speech & likes a stiff whisky Very surprising 

I have just seen Auberon again By the colour of his face I think he has been 
drinking last night Well who am I to cnticise him for that 

Bob IS in love with a chorus girl named Ins That is the reason for our hanging 
about London 

Capt Hedley is in London, lame I am to see him soon 

It is maddening that you should be away but I can’t suggest your returning as at 
any moment my love-sick brigadier may recover his self cpntrol & whisk me off '' 

All love 
E 

Waugh was at the Combined Operations HQ It was in March that La) cock had told him that he was 
‘so unpopular as to be uncmplo)able’ 

Auberon Herbert, Laura’s brother Failing his medical for the Bntish army, he joined the Poles 
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^^augh became so hostile that later, hen thet t^eTe neighbours, the brother and sister used to arrange 
secret meetings 

^ The eldest of the children, now fisc 

■*On 24 June Arthur Waugh died The same daj Robert Lajcock set out for Itah on “Operation 
HusV.j ’, leasing Waugh behind He had os enruled protests that Waugh ss ould pros e a disruptis e element 
and left ssntten instructions that he should be sent in the first reinforcements Lord Losat blocked the 
order Angrj letters and inters icsss followed Pressure was brought to bear and, finng oflTwhat he later 
called ‘a fine pompous letter to Lord Louis Mountbatten’, Waugh resigned on 17 Julj He saw no more 
action 


To Laura Waugh White’s 

[August 1943] 

M} Aery dear Laura 

I was lonely on Thursday w'hen you left I got tipsy at luncheon, slept & then 
dined wnth Maimie where, by good chance, Vse\olode became ill & left the dinner 
table and us to two hours gossip Then back to an emptj bed room 

On Fndaj 1 went down to Bognor No guests except Loelia Westminster' Diana 
[Cooper] so busy feeding starvmg animals & birds that I scarcely saw’ her Vice 
Versa aloud, gin rummy and only one row with Duff and that a mild one On 
Saturdaj we went to tea with the Bishop of Chichester which was most enjoyable 
Good, old fashioned, conservatne cathedral clergy in breeches & gaiters & a fine 
palace Good wine at Coopers 

Then I came back and am lonely again No news of my posting to Windsor 

It was A ery sw eet of y ou to giA e up so much of y our summer to looking after a lazy 
husband in London I miss you sorely 

I w ent to see my mother on Fnday afternoon w hen IwasdrunkbutI don’t think 
she knew 


All my lore 
E 

' Loelia Ponsonb> (1902- ) Mamed 1930-47 to the second Duke of Westminster 


To Laura Waugh White’s 

1'5 August 1943] 

Darling Laura 

I miss A ou A ery much I haA e no heart for the cross aa ord puzzle and the stretch of 
ca^ct by my bed is desolate Eaco Whites loses its glamour when there is no 
impatiently for my return 

Mia [Woodruff] lunched with me today bringing a brace of grouse, but they had 
cn cooked too sooni kept too long on the ice and were hardSc tasteless Then wc 
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vent to a Cinema but she had to lca\c before the end so I do not knov vhat became 
of the wicked earl with which it dealt 
Tonight I dine with Basil but we shall both miss >our silent glutton) 

Tomorrow I go to Bognor for another night & Hall is received into the Church 
All I have to look forward to is Bob’s' proof of my fathers book-plate 
It has grown hot suddenly & I weary 

All my love 
Evelyn 

' Robert Ontiond (1874-1959) ‘An aped bui bnlliant engraver called Ormond ’ £)wr/M p 539 


To Laura Waugh [Windsor ]' 

24 August [1943] 

Darling Laura 

It would be idle to pretend that I have been a good correspondent lately The 
troubles have been wireless in the ante room and Corah in the bedroom Corah is 
not as you would think a young woman but a young man of repulsive appearance 
who has taken the Pelman course in personality and how to make friends and he 
practises on me Now the adjutant has sent him on a course for a happy week 
The Colonel has been shooting grouse in Scotland so I have not seen him yet 
When I do I expect to know more of my future The elderly officers are very sad and 
companionable, not so the young Your cousin Porchester^ is one of them He 
seems a vacant youth I have spoken to him once or twice & found him civil Mick 
Dillon^ remains the most likeable 

I dined with Angie one evening Melon, grouse, an ice, good claret, Bobby Casa 
Maury Her new daughter is a negress ■* I also dined with two Grenadiers and got 
very drunk Otherwise I have spent every evening here 

Fusilier Hall is now Trooper Hall with a peaked cap He has got on my nerv es a 
little as the result of undue devotion 

I have found a good bookshop in Eton and bought what I take to be a first edition 
o a a lo, 1570, in perfect condition Will you please go to your mother’s edition 
an write u'wn or me the date, printer and number of pages in each book please 
I have also bought a number of other less sensational but bulky books 
^sil IS sa^ to have defeated ShimH and secured his passage to Sicily 

r IS very Ugly outside They won’t let you inside There are objects 

of interest in St George’s Chapel 

I am getting a suit of blues to wear of an evening 

White s is shut so I have no wish to go to London 

enclose some money for your ma and a note for her Please give it to her 


All love 
Evelyn 
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On second thoughts 1 send \our nta’s cheque separateh I hope m> ma is enjoj ing 
hersclfA: not being a bore 

' Wsuph was now with the Rojal Hor^c Guard*; at W indwr with little to do 
-Lord Porchcjier(i9J4- ) SonofMxthEarlofCamanon 
’\'i«x)unt Dillon (1911- ) 

‘FmmaLaj cock (1943- ) Nlamcd Richard Temple, owner of the Temple Gallery tn Chelsea Not 

a nepress 

‘Lord Lo\at (1911- ) The man who stopped Waupb pomp abroad to Robert Lajcock and so his 

enems 


To Laura Waugh White’s ‘ 

19 September [1943] 

Mj darling Laura 

I do hope that \our nurscr) life is not proxang unendurable I think I ha\e not 
said enough about hou decpl) I admire 3 our patience & resignation in this and in 
the threat to 3 our future happiness in the birth of another child I f 1 ha\ e seemed to 
make light of It, that is m3 rough manner, m3 heart is all 3 ours & sorrowing for you 
This life of separation & endurance is not what I planned for you when I marned 
There was a bncftime when I seemed to be having the worse ofthe war, now I live 
luxunousi} & without rcsponsibiltn & 30U bear the full weight of the times I lose 
30U the more for it but wish we could change the roles - for a little at any rate 
I have had an unexentful week, living at St James’s club On Monda3 I went to 
dinner at HighgatcSc found m3 mother painfully futile and slipping effortlessl3 into 
a life of pottering & havering 

On Tuesday I dined at what should have been a xer3 bachelor dinner m 
honour of Maunce BowTa, givert by Osbert Lancaster^, Freddie^ & John Betjeman 
the other guests But there was not enough to drink We went on to Pratts and had 
one bottle of port between us & waited for jokes I was reminded of the literary 
breakfast parties m Don't Mr Dnraelt* 

On Wednesda3 this glorious place reopened I had Maunce [Bowra] to luncheon 
(he sent you particularly cordial messages) and we got very drunk Then I went to 
dine & sleep at Maimie & Vsexolode’s Mrs Lea has written some nauseating love 
poetry 

Bill Stirling^ amxed at Whites unexpectedly and said he has an appointment for 
me Since then I have seen him repeatedly but alwa3s m mixed arcles and never m 
^^^mstances which make it possible to clinch matters I should greatly prefer to go 
mhim but I am keeping negotiations open with PWE® m case he goes back to Afnca 
^ddenly without me I have had sex’cral cordial interviews with PWE and am 
idden to another on Thursday afternoon 

On Friday I lunched w'lth Chnstopher & Camilla^ and dined with Cynl 
nnolly His mistress* loves me soil Nanc}'there too Truffles and lobsters Then 
foapart3 of Bills 

On Thursda3 1 went down to.Bray with Angie for the Chnstenmg of Emma 
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Lord& Lad> & Miss Mountbattcn’, Lorraine Morgan Jones, John Stlwjn’s father 
& mother & sister'“-odd partj Luncheon afterwards at Hind’s Head Lord Louis 
\ery jaggenng I ha\e also dined & lunched with Ran & Angela'', today I go to 
luncheon with Woodruffs & dine with Nancy 

I base a new bibliophihc fantasy - the illuminated books of Owen Jones, circa 
1845, m imitation carsed wood co\crs- pretty and, at the moment, cheap 
Aftci tonight I ha\c nowhere to sleep I am shy of returning to Maimie as 1 
accused Vsevolodc of being a spy when I was drunk 
The Duchess of Roxburgh' ^ sends you her lose 
Petei Laycock' ^ is try ing to )oin Bill too & like me cant get him alone 
Susan Stirling' ^ is really rather a dreary girl 

Angie sends you loving messages and will try to get you a nanny She says friends 
of hers, advertising, have received countless replies I should put an advertisement 
saying ‘Catholic preferred, care Hon Mrs Aubrey Herbert, Pixton Park, Dulv erton 
dont be servile when dealing with applicants They dont respect it & good servants 
dont want a serv ile mistress 

If by any chance my children should die, do come to London I miss you every 
hour 

I went to see my ma again yesterday Golly she was flabby 

Miss Silk' 5 has been commissioned to wash a picture for Fr Alfred Gilbcy 

Bugger Powys'* IS to marry Miss ‘Waughtefall’ Myers 

I think Cofmolly should seriously consider marrynng Alice V Hoffmanstahl' & 
giving his mistress to Bowra He, Connollv, has been expelled from the Observer in 
circumstances verv like my expulsion from C O H He expects to be directed 
down the mines soon 


All love my exquisite wife 

X 

' Waugh had been granted indefinite leaNC 

^Osbert Lancaster (igo8- ) Cartoonist for the Daily Express since 1939 Stage designer, author 
Knighted m 1975 
^Earl of Birkenhead 

Carjl Brahms and SJ Simon, 1940 

^William Stirling (1911- ) Brother of David Scottish landowner, farmer and businessman Henas 

raising a new force, the and Speaal Air Sen ice Regiment 
*• Political Warfare Executive 

’Camilla Russell (1912- ) married Christopher Sjkes (1907- ) in 1936 He is Waugh’s 

biographer 

Ljs de la Tour Dunlop, married 1938—54 t® Hn Lubbock She worked on Horizon and took 
Connolly’s name bj deed-poll 

" Edwina Ashley mamed in 1922 Lord Louis Mountbatten He became Supreme Allied Commander 
South-East Asia in 1943, Viceroy of India, and was created Earl Mountbatten of Burma 1947 They had 
two daughters Patnaa (1924- ) married Lord Braboume, and Pamela (1929- ) married David 

Hicks, the interior decorator Earl Mountbatten was killed in 1979 
^ ^ John Schwn was the clergyman 

•'Angela Sykes (1911- ) sister of Christopher married in 1934 the Earl of Antrim (1911-77) 

Lady Mary Crewe-Milncs, mamed to the Duke of Roxburghc 1935-53 
•’Peter Laycock, younger brother ofRoben, died 1978 
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‘■'SusanBbgh (1916- ) mamcd William Stirling in 1940 

‘^Muriel SilL, Arthur Waugh’s secretan Later a picture restorer and ‘almost a daughter’ to 
Catherine Waugh 

Littleton Cowpcr Powj-s marncd the Catholic writer Eliaabeth M5ers Her book A Full Well of 
Leaves, 1943, is dedicated to Arthur Waugh 

‘’Alice Astor was marncd to Prince Serge Obolenskj in 1924, to Raimund von Hofraannstahl 
1933-9. to Philip Harding 1940-45 and to David Pleydell Bouvene 1947-53 


To Laura Waugh St James’ Club 

[September 1943] 

Darling 

Two letters from you today have relieved me of impatience that was rapidly 
becoming frantic 

I have taken a room of veiy great squalor in Ebury Street The sort of room a 
genius should inhabit before he is recognized^ not after 

The news of Hubert is very bad indeed He is allowed to see no one I had a long 
talk with Ellen t about it He never sleeps and drugs put him into a dehnum but not 
to sleep He is in the blackest melancholy and haimted by delusions There is 
nothing w'hich can be done for him medically Supematuial aid needed 
Stirling is due back today or tomorrow from Scotland when I may know more of 
my movements Meanwhile I sit in that glonous place Ran [Antnm] is losing his 
reason He now sits stanng fixedly at the members coming and going making very 
loud comments about them to himself ‘Thats not a member Whats more he’s not a 
gentleman’ ‘That man has no neck’ ‘Those two look like card sharpers to me’ ‘What 
3 gang of shits’ etc 

I have bought a lot of very heavy books & put them in Hyde Park Hotel 
Lord Ormonde^ on heanng of Valentine’s^ death hastily put down his glass and 
has been on the waggon ever since 

All love 
~ Evelyn 

‘TheDuggans’ maid 
’Marquess of Ormonde (1893-1971) 

Earl ofKenmare (1891-1943) Journalist and ftiend ofBea\erbrook, former Viscount Castlerosse 


To Laura Waugh White’s 

Tuesday night'[28 September 1943] 

Darling Laura 

It has been a great sorrow to me to hear nothing of you No anxiety I am sure that 
^ny disaster had happened I should have twenty zealous Herberts on my doorstep 
^ r> particular interest in your doings to hear that Teresa has sneezed 

to f down or Gabnel bought a farm does not exate me Still I should like 

ce that once or twice a week you felt enough interest in me to write & say so I am 
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fighting the Giant Boredom as best I can I has c mos ed back to St James’s v hich is a 
move for the better 

Most of my daj is spent waiting for and on Bill Stirling He is a great change as a 
master from Bob - \aguc, mystical, imaginatnc, unsmart, aristocratic - in ever) 
quality diametrically opposed to Bob and in manj waj s preferable Susan alone is a 
sery poor exchange for Angie - a sour, egotistical, awkward girl 

Shimi has won every point & escaped going to Far East & is just where he wants to 
be as Palais dc Dance hero 

I have bought a very decent book called Rustic Ornaments jor Homes of Taste 
I spent yesterday evening w'lth my mother She is more composed in her mind 
but s cry dull Her conscience is beginning to prick her that she is li\ ing a life of pure 
self indulgence Her soaal round in Highgatc would make Qilcbox ’ dizzj 


* Lady Colefax 


Come soon Sad 
Esclyn 


To Laura Waugh White’s 

[14 Oaober 1943] 

Dearest Laura 

I hope very much that you are better 

My spirits are a little higher On my return’ I found Bill had fled to Scotland 
without a word to me or to the Blues with whom he had promised to negotiate my 
attachment So I sent him a peremptory telegram which I think has had an effect I 
know nothing of my movements but believe it is possible that 1 may be going abroad 
for a longer visit than I suspected possibly six months In that case I would git e you 
authority to draw on my account Will you send me some signatures for specimens 
If I am going for long I will see you first 

Yesterday Hubert was thought to be on the point of death so I got a priest to him 
and he gave adequate signs of assent & comprehension There was a good deal of 
family embarrassment with Marcella Ellen on one side w ith a disgusting Canadian 
doctor & Lady Curzon and I and the angels on the other side He is still alive today 
but is not expected to recover consaousness 

Randolph is home and in great spints We lunched together yesterday & drank a 
lot I dined with the FitzWilliams & Peter gave me a small box of huge agars Today 
I lunch with Scott 3 and dine with the Connollies 

Audrey “ was tipsy last night I have been soberer 

Get well quick All love 
E 

' From Pixton 

* Marcella Rice, Huben’s sister 

^Charles Scott 

' Audrey Rubin 
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To LalRA W\tGH WTiitc’s 

rnda> (5 No\ember 194 

M) darhng 

Thank \ou for ^our sweet s. crown up letter I too lo\cd m% lease and am 
ashamed that I was often petulant and ungrateful Thank sou for being so funns &. 
patient 1 think there is no chance of ms leasing before the 12th Ifjou ssould like to 
come to London do come ] don’t think it ssould be as loscls as our time in the 
countrs h is just a question ofsshcthcr sou prefer half a loaf to no bread as thes sas 
1 base searched for a comb hut found nothing better than this 
The Connolls pans ssas ofi but the Robin' parts ssas on and sers enjosable, 
organized bs Randolph on a lasish scale Ossterand turkcv in a pnsatc room at the 
Saxos - fine champagne s. brands 8^ Churchillian cigars It turned into general 
abuse ofBob-ssho accepted it all ssith great magnanimiis Hc& 1 left the part} earls 
(t 30) and went to a night club 1 rang up Randolph at 10 this morning to 
congratulate him on his good organisation but he had not set returned so I think it 
must be cither the cells or a house of ill fame Robin ss as delightful He has been w ell 
lionised - a sscck end at Chequers - and it has been a splendid home-coming for 
him 

1 did not bchasc well at ms mothers We could of course sleep there if>ou liked 
but It ssould be fraught ssith dangers to temper 

Fr d’Arcs ssas scr} hospitable but the Jesuits sat round telling funns stories 
which made me long for the Herberts’ great narratisc gifts There was an untoward 
inadent at Hubert’s requiem ^ At the end the trumpets of the Life Guards sounded 
offLast post & Rescillc and sounded them sers sscll so that esersonc who had not 
understood sshat the mass ssas about, ssas mosed to tears of emotion Suddenly the 
hush ss'as broken b} a stentor’s s otec sas ing Tn the 40 } cars I has c held his majesty’s 
commission 1 base neser seen an officer fail to stand to attention sshen that svas 
sounded’ I looked back and sasv poor Basil getting a great rocket from an unknown 
old w amor in plain clothes Instead of sa} ing, as I should have, ‘Sir, I have come to 
praj for m} friend’s soul Kindis keep your parade ground truculence out of this 
sacred place’ he said scr} lamels, ‘I’m sorry I didn’t recognize the tune’ 

Bab} has had a bab} ■* and I am its god father She sent many sincere messages of 
lose to }ou 

Capt Wordsworth has been most helpful in fixing m} passage 

All loxeand I mean all loxe 
E\ el}-n 

' Robin Campbell He had been a pnsoner of war and lost a leg 
^ Robert Laj cock, promoted to Major General and Chief of Combined Ojierations 
’On 25 October 
’ Ronelopc Ctithbcnson 
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To Laura Waugh [Manchester J' 

[December 1943] 

Dai ling 

I have not been able to write on this course on account of its great sccrcc) Nor 
have I had any letters so anything ma> have happened to you 

A lot has happened to me First ’flu’ with temp 104 Then I fell a great height 
twice and sprained my knee which is now in a splint I think I shall leave without 
splint on Tuesda} and if sick leave is suggested perhaps come to the Lion and the 
Lamb^ for a few days On the whole this course has been cvhilarating 
Sykes has been very drunk all the time 

All love • 
Ev clyn 

‘Waugh had achieved his aim and joined William Stirling’s Special Air Scrsicc, a fighting unit 
However, Allied successes meant that no reinforcements were needed in southern Europe and he was 
again unwanted Christopher Sykes, with Laycock’s backing, managed to get both of them on a 
parachute training course with the Spcaal Operations Executive, which saved Waugh from an 
unwelcome return to Windsor 
^ In Dulverton, near Pixton 


To Laura Waugh YMCA 

Monday [December 1943] His Majesty’s Forces 

[Manchester] 

Darling 

So this morning I was X-rayed and I have cracked a minor bone in my shin It is 
thought this will take 3 weeks or so to mend I have moved to a RAF sick bay which is 
not at ^ what I am used to and I have asked to move back to the secret house I came 
rom e only disadvantage of that house is that you cant write to me there and a 
very great disadvantage that is As soon as I get hurt I need you enormously and all 
the last four days I have thought of little else 

A without exception the most exhilarating thing I have evei 

fi°cf^i ^ ^ ^ ° months has been worthwhile for the few seconds of 

^ absolutely no reluctance to jump - less than in 
tak ng a cold bath But hitting the earth was very shocking 

there ^h^onp mail from Whites Perhaps there will be a letter from you 

been sL “at Jr ' that I feel as if I had 

oecn separated from you for a year [ 

Trooper Hall has jumped very well and ,s proud as a peacock 

All love 
Evelyn 
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To Laura Waugh [Manchester ] 

Tuesdaj [7 December 1943] 

Dearest Laura 

Your telegram of this esening was a bitter and unexpected blow I am unable to 
telephone from here so it will be some time before I shall know wh\ Bottle', Haig^ 
and a con\ent full of nuns are together unable to take charge of thiee children 

Meanwhile I do not know whcie to go I am in pam& helpless and can’t manage 
the journej to Pixton, e\ en if I could I should need more attention than I can ask m 
the arcumstances Nor can I sta\ alone at a London hotel 

The\ put m\ leg in plaster tomorrow which ma\ ha\e the effect of lendenng me 
more mobile Anj w aj 1 w ill let} ou know' as soon as anj thing is deaded Mj lo\ e to 
mj children I think mumps is-not a gra\e trouble at their age 

E\ elj n 

‘ The nann\ 

^ Miss Joan Haig Vi'as in charge of esacuees at Pixton 


To Laura Waugh 36 Montpelier Walk, SW7 

(Januarj 1944'] 

Darling Laura 

I am most distressed to hear of jour illness Had jou telegraphed that news to me 
instead of saMng that jour children had mumps, I should fullv ha\e understood 
your refusal to come to London 

As you w'lll see from this address Maimie has taken me in As long as I remain in 
bed I am in no pain I w ill let j ou know my plans wfhen I know' them I will certamlj' 
not come to Pixton in the conditions j ou desenbe 

Allloxe 

E 


To John Betjeman White’s 

10 Januarj' 1944 

Dear John 

I ha\e imprudentlj' promised Debo Caiendish — a girl of flawless beautj' — a copy 
Contmual Dew ' 

As It might be a blue rose 
Can jou help' 

El el J n 

Damn it 1 gave j ou a cop j’ of Suspenders [ W orL Suspended ]—a w ork of less merit but 
almost equal scarciti 

A hoof of poems bj John Betjeman, 1933, reprinted 1977 Wttugh fulfilled his promise 
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To Laura Waugh White’s 

25Januarj 1944 


Darling Laura 

Man} thanks for your two letters, the second gi\ mg a fai happier account of your 
condition than the first I am delighted that }ou are being properl} looked after 
I still hat e an obstinate cough and am low in spii its M} knee is practically well & 
t\as passed as completel} ttellb} the doctor at Milbank this morning Ihatctvntten 
to Col Ferguson asking for three months leave to wnte a book* & am going to the 
Ministr} of Information this afternoon to tr} & enlist then support It will be an 
enormous boon if it is gi anted I do not dare hope for it too much 

I did not explain why your plan to Inc with me in a cottage at Pixton would 
not do and ma} has e seemed abrupt in turning it dow n The reason is that I long for 
}ourcompan} at all times except one When I am w'orking I must bealone I should 
ne\ er e able to maintain the feiwent preoccupation which is absolutely nccessaiy' to 
composition, if} ou were at close quarters w’lth me What I shall like to do would be 
to settle in some farm or inn & visit you for a night or so et ery fortnight If I get my 
lease I shall see if they can take me at Chagford 

My mother has been ill too I has e not been to see her } et 
I got tipsy last night for the first time for some weeks It made my cold svorse 
needcT"^ go'emess for your children I am sure that one is 


I sv i, Es elyn 

new 11^61’ *7 regiment and that he had ‘formed the plan of a 

BracUn. Minister of InfoLalion'a:;™ W 


To Laura Waugh 

[i February 1944] 


[Chagford ] 


Ms Darling 

So the nut started rather stiffs? T h a 

opus’ three times before the\ ^ of magnum 

done 2,387 s\ords in il davs It shaPh^^ better and I have 

a das Itiss high quahts about Cnl soon Ihopetogetaooo 

1 base bought scry cspenM ^ I hate the army . 

chemist thought ssould restore rnn r the 

I find It to be a cure for chilblains ° but on reading the label more closely 
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Carol} n& Norman \\ ere \er5 \selcoming The^ ha\ e gn en me the 1 ooiji thej call 
the ‘middle lounge’ as pnvate sitting room but the fire smokes so badh that I have 
to choose between being blinded and being frozen 
The other guests in the hotel are all like old house-keepers There are plenty of 
eggs I have found an old man who will go to Stinkers to get me claret 


* Brtdcshead Rntsiied 


More & more 
E 


To A D Peters Easton Court Hotel, 

SFebruarj 1944 Chagford, 

Devon 

Dear Peter 

Could 3 ou please tell me the new address of Mr McLachlan the t3'pist' 

I am bus} on the novel, have done over 10,000 words and, if the military do not 
disturb me, should finish it by the middle of Mav It would hav e a small public at 
anv time I should not think six Amencans w^ll understand it 

Would It be prudent to warn Gatfield’ to expect a manuscnpt for his Chnstmas 
publication^ He would then be able to reserve some paper 

I am concerned w'lth the qualit} rather than the quantity of Gatfields work I take 
It that the regulations onl} prescribe how big the margins shall be & how small the 
Pnnt ' The} do not categoncall} enforce bad typography ' And is there an} paper of 
better quality than others? 

Would Littlebrown care to produce an edition de luxe or at least de propriete' I 
should like this book to be in decent form because it is zer^' good Failing all else can 
Gatfield get hand-made paper for twenty copies or so at my expense? 

^} salutes to Henne 1 am in better shape than w hen I last saw her and } ou 

Yours ever 
Ev elyn 

Would It interest y ou to see the first 2 chapters in their first typed v ersion or w ill you 
^>t until It IS finished' You might be able to guess how many yanks and Bevin- 
Will be able to understand It 

j managing director of Chapman & Hall who died in 1944 

ovc conscripted into the coalmines w hile Ernest Be\in was Minister of Labour 1940-45 
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To Laura Waugh [Chagford ] 

Ash Wednesday [23 Febiuary] 1944 

Dearest Lauia 

Your Msit was a great joy to me Please come again soon 

When you left I wrote till 3 30 then walked until 6 30 Now I am weary and ill 
satisfied with my canonical collation 1 hope you aic feasting on sardine trifle or 
whatever delicacy Mrs Grant has now devised to welcome you home 

Carolyn has been m Torquay all day I sit now in your chair w'lth my back toihe 
three old women but I hear all their vile con\ersation 
Do not forget the watch to G & S’ or the books from 
You left a list of medical stores Do you want it ^ 

Alllo%e 

E 

' Perhaps the Goldsmiths’ and Sdversmiths’ Co 
^ Hej-wood Hill 


\ 


To Laura Waugh White’s 

29 February 1944 


Darling Laura 

Thank jou verj much for your charming letter which reached me at the Hyde 
Park Hotel this morning 


This afternoon I go to Tentcrden in Kent to be ADC to a general named Tomkins 
or Thompson ' It is an injudicious appointment as I wained Thomas or Tomlin 
and a rude interruption to mj ^\ork, but I hope to assert my independence earl} and 
^ get time for a little more writing I lunched with Tom-Dick-or-Hai ry at Col 
erguson s orders He called me Emlyn’ and the more I tried to render myself 
o novious to h'nii the more he liked me I thought him a brave simpleton, I have 
since een to c is a man of ruthless ambition who has reached his present 
eminence v etra}ing his friends, insulting his subordinates and toadying, his 
upenors is present ambition is to become a member here I ha^ e not yet put my 
n me own or im knows how unimportant my support will be When I 

cancrllTd ^ "fite & tell you Margaiet Vesey’s^ engagement is 

nccliirihb h, ^ greenhouse The damage to London is 

biocranhies m thc^T ^ arc \ery'frightened Wiltons has disappeared and the 

Srn uncon.V n m plaster Robin Campbell was 

With Las cock anTH*" Brownlow’s flat but is consaous again now' I drank 

sMth Lay cock and Harry Stavordale and Philip Dunne and Philip Dunn Hast night 
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B Bennett has had all his teeth knocked out bj his ^ 

lost his nene The present Maitnie sent to Whites is a ^er^' beautifully bound copy 

of Grat s Poems t\ ith photographic illustrations Most accepta e 

All my loi e 
Eielyn 

■The War Office had changed ,ts nnnd about Waugh’s leaie He was sent as ADC to Ma,or General 

Hor Thomas for a trial period 

Margaret Vcse\ (1912- ) mamed Major Herbert Quinton in i w 

^ Colonel Thomas Veses (died 1946). brother of fifth Viscount dc N esa 

^ Philip Dunn (I 905 -- 76 ) Inhented a Canadian fortune Mamed Lad\ an 


To Laura Waugh 
2 March [1944] 


White’s 


°T„tTo .ha. I ha>e escaped from my general He nas a fellows he 

d,d no. enio, mj eflons m enl.r en h.s mess The a ors. I d.d ..as .0 pour dare, 

’’’’so I am non bad. m London svr.h fu.ure uncettam All I nan. S''^ 
aagford and Mag Op 1 shall bully M of I again bu. 1 .brol the most y 

destination is Windsor 

All lore 
E 

’‘Thepnmars lackofsjmpaths seemed to come from mi being shghtl> 

eienmg 1 told him I could not change the habits ofa lifetime for a whim o 


To Laura Waugh 
1,9 March 1944] 


White’s 


Djirltrvff 

So the new general isicrj much less assuming than Tomas & 

or appears to appreciate, the importance of a gentleman ea ing is on 
It seems possible that he mas engage me & send me at once on \e w 
" ntc mA mag op w hich \\ ould be all one could hope for 



i8o Till irrrtRsoi 


I enclose a letter foi Teresa’s birtltdaj for sou to read to her 
I enjoNod Tn\ s isit to I’ivton serj mueh extept for Mrs Grants ‘ornblc osercoat 


' Major General Miles Graham (1895-1076) Knifhtcdin i<o5 


All lose 

1 . 


To ThRhSA Waugh White’s 

9 March 1944 

Dearest 1 ess 

Here IS a little note to wish vou c\crv happiness on sour hirthdas \o\ir mother 
ssill gise you the present I base for sou It is some punting inatcrul and I ssant sou 
to take great care of it & paint s ers carefulls, because these colours and brushes arc 
not made as tojs but arc the kind sshieh re*al artists use. and sshen a thing is the best 
of Its kind, esen if it is onl> a little thing like a paint brush, it should be treated like a 
Sacred Animal Alssajs remember it is not thcsi/corpriccofthingsihat issaluablc 
but the qualitj 

You base been a great happiness to >our mother and me for fise scars It is scry 
sad that I see so little of you 1 pray that before y ou arc si\' we shall be together at 
home once more 


' It was her sixth birthda) 


Es cry our losing 
Papa 


To Lady Dorothy Lygon As from White's 

23 March 1944 

Darling Poll, 

It svas a delight to hear from you I hope you will get this letter I svill try and 

ma e It c or t c censor but my vicsvs nosvadays arc so different from what 

I niay find mysclfinpnsonany moment 
It svould be a pity if I got you into pnson too 

in 'u having a little rest between military duties and 

vervbeaunfiU ^ have done for nearly five years lamsvritinga 

live ,n nahet V.’""h, beautiful, high born people svL 
ilil the de T "’“he themselves and those ai e 

nowadVys ''' hear as troubles go 

unfair to tembly from the latter demon lately In fact m London it is not 

unfair to say I never draw a sober breath I was beginning to lose my memory which 


\ 
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for a man who Incs cntirch in the past, is to lose life itself In fact I got a little 
anxious about it but 1 found all 1 needed was congenial work 1 hate been here six 
wecLs, the nut has cleared and I am writing better than c\cr I did Little Laura 
comes to see me sometimes She is leading a life of staialing heroism and is basing 
another babj in a few weeks 

Since I saw jou mj miluar> life has gone rather into the shadows I dro\e a 
General mad, litcralU, and both he and 1 were expelled from that headquarters 
together Then 1 became a parachutist I'or one who \alucs prnacx there is no 
keener pleasure than the feeling of isolation as ) ou float dow n, but it is all too short- 
li'cd, the ground is xcr\ hard and the doctors dcaded - as 1 could ha\c told them- 
that I was too old to hope for mans such pleasures Christopher & Phil were both 
with me on this jumping course Christopher is a worse dipsomaniac than yours 
truly His liquor always takes him now- so that he talks American, not xcry well but 
well enough to upset our teeming allies Bob Ricsman, by the way, has not made 
himselfknown to me, but I ha\c been out of London for some time 

After m\ leg healed I was sent to be ADC to another General That lasted 24 
hours I had the misfortune to upset a glass of claret in his lap at dinner It is 
extraordinary how much wine there is in a glass & how far it spreads if it is thrown 
With gusto He was a xcry dull man and I xxas well rid of him and he of me Then I 
was engaged by another General of a slightly superior type - Miles not poor Malise 
Graham whom I knew xagucK of old Buteithcr he xxas warned or himself sacked- 
anyhow I got a note hastily cancelling the appointment before I had taken it up My 
patient colonel has noxx put the matter in the hands of the w ar office and it is just that 
taxing so often in the past suffered from their dilatoriness, 1 should now profit by it 
There is great talk of manpower shortage but I meet nothing but unemployed I 
suppose x\ c know unemployables mostly There is alxx ays a great line of them on the 
fender at White’s, headed by Phil, most of them ex-employees of Chuckers, so 
much so that he dare not come there noxv because we bully him so much He is very 
prosperous Poor Angie is like the picture of Dorian Grey and seems to bear the 
stamp of all his iniquities 

What are the documents concealed at Mad’ That [blot] is a thing expunged by 
bootleg gin 


I had a loxely time in bed with my broken leg People came to see me in great 
numbers and cost me about j^io a day in dnnk 
Vsex olode is being a great grief to all who love Blondie It is impossible ever to see 
her alone and he has not now any wine to sell one so there is no point to him at all 
If you exer go to Naples do visit Laura’s cousin Margaret Vesey who is in a 
diohc canteen — a very decent girl 

The only hostess in London now is Laura Long xvho lives in the Dorchester 
*^otel, the only man of fashion is Peter Quennell Sgt Preston > is not as prominent 
^ he was The Duchess of Dex onshire gax e a ball tw'o months ago There hax'e been 
^me gambling parties xvhich I don’t frequent Some enemy diplomats called 
cenau2 or some such name also give parties but don’t ask me There is a great 
har what are laughingly called ‘Brains Trusts’ to amuse our allies I did one 
I tell you that the dominant wit was Bill Astor^ and the representative of 
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cultuial austociac> Hugh Sherwood"*, \ou will sec what I mean To do them justice, 
oui allies were madl} bored 1 went to dinnci with a lot ofl 1 wests to meet a socia ist 
pnest and I am to dine shoi tlj to meet the new Ai chBishop * Cyril Connoll) and his 
delightful mistress gn c dinner parties w hich I enjoj ^ ci \ much but it alw as s means 
walking home from Bloomsburs Phil & Peggj arc thought to be finall} split at last 
Ran has gone abioad - a fiiend I can ill spare Ed Stanley has married your late 
cousin, the widow' Fairbanks^ Anthony Head" pretends to be scry important but 
isn’t Freddy pictcnds to be scry dim and is Mannerless** lues in Perkins the 
chemist shop killing himself with patent medicines now Nancy' [Mitford] Rodd 
keeps a little lamp burning in Petci’s cabin but he nc\ ci comes home Her bookshop 
IS the one centre of old world gossip left That is all the social news that 1 know 
Dado IS wrong You mean fi leze 

Miss Jungman has another baby She has become n cry proletarian 
Balfour w'as in London foi a bit and is absolutely beastly Very smug an 
ambitious and through being in the RAF thinks it entirely unique to be a lord 
Don’t go East Come back to us 

All lose 
Bo 

' Stuart Preston was an art histonan scrv ing m the American arm> as a sergeant Appears as ‘ihe Loot 
in Sword oj Honour Enjoyed an astonishing social success in wartime London 
^ Miguel Carcano, the Argentinian Ambassador 

•* W illiam Waldorf Astor (1907-66) Succeeded as Viscount Astor m 1952 
^ Lord Shenvood (1898-1970) Liberal mp 1923-4 and 1935-41 
* Cardinal Gnffin, Archbishop of Westminster 

‘'SsUia Hawkes, who had been married to Douglas Fairbanks, mamed Lord Stanlej in 1944 
’Lord Head was Representatn e with Dircaors of Plans for Amphibious Operations I943~S 
'The Marquess ofDuffcnn and Asa was killed in action in 1945 


To AD Peters Easton Court Hotel, 

[Receued 3 April 1944] Chagford, 

Deson 

Dear Pete, 

My Magnum Opus is tuming into a jeroboam 

1 ha\e written 62,00 words of which I enclose half The rest is ty'ping A problem 
\ exes me on w hich I should \ alue y our ad\ ice The original scheme of the book w as 
three sections of which two are complete The total length will be about 90,000 
words 1 now find that w-hat I ha\e written could be profitably enlarged and what I 

entire book The leisure at my disposal is limited 
r 1 ^ expand w hat I ha^ e written to 70,000 w ords & publish 

the second for next year' Supposing that by next year paper is 
again a un ant we could publish a single xolume of 120,000 words incorporating 
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the first \olumc sshich \sould ha\c had the htnitcd circulation of the tune 
Expansion would be an artistic benefit 

Eseljn 

Please retain ms for time being It is a first draft requiring much alteration even if 
there is no expansion 


To Laura Waugh Chagford 

izMaj [1944] 

DaHing Laura 

Mj heart is with jou in this time of waiting I pray God that by the time jou get 
this vou will be happilj delivered ’ I will come as soon after the birth as jou think 
fit I mustn’t staj long as I am hard at magnum opus, interrupted b} two nights in 
London 

Do jou still want the Countess as a godmother'^ With your permission I’d like to 
hav e Bill Stirling as Catholic god-father as I am now deeply indebted to him as I w ill 
explain later 

My interview was very funny I found room 107 full of the gloomiest looking 
officers you ever saw - some of them old boys like Joey Atkinson, some horrible 
looking young hooligans who were clearly in disgrace with their regiments 

We w'ere called in one by one and intcrv'iewed by a civil colonel He said ‘Well I 
have two jobs I’m trying to fill Both very interesting ones I don’t know which 
you’ll hke the better The first is adjutant to a transit camp in India The other is 
assistant registrar in a military hospital ’ I said w ell if 1 must choose one or the other 
I vvould be assistant registrar in a hospital Then he said ‘I say, are you educated 
‘Yes ’ ‘Well thats splendid They’re looking for an educated officer to be in charge 
of some chemicals at the War Office ’ So I said well my education is all classics & 
history', not chemistry ‘Oh that doesn’t matter It’s education they want ’ So I was 
put dow n for that 

Then I beetled round to Richmond Terrace and saw Bob and said get me out of 
this quick So he telephoned to the colonel and said that Bill Stirling had secret work 
of great importance for me He was v ery lov ing and vv ell conducted in the matter 

So Bill IS going to let me hav e SIX weeks to finish mag op Hurrah But will it W'ork 
out like that I ask myself If it fails I think Philip Hardwicke^ will take me into a 
training unit he is forming for Bill All the old gang is assembling round Bill My 
ohief fear is that he himself will fall and all of us be exposed 

Angie sent you many messages of sympathy & affection 

Harold [Acton] has given you a star sapphire I do not know what you can do with 
tt It looks like a half sucked acid-drop 

The night of my great success Robin [Campbell] dined with me He was drunk, 
not me - much He wants to become a legless pilot & be killed Perhaps this is a 
^Ptom of not liking Mrs C 
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Kik Kennedy’s apostasy'' is a sad thing Her heathen friends ha\e persuaded her 
that It IS a purely English law that her childien must be brought up Catholic, and 
that she can get marued in U S A after the wai It is second front nerscs has drnen 
her to this gi a\ e sin and I am sori7 for the girl 

I hope you are enjoying The Semi-Detached House^ It is a book )OU & Bridget 

would like to lead to one another 

Sex lepression is making mag op rather smuttj 

Norman Webb goes to Second Front again on Sunday Mrs P Cobb has a great 
boil and is in state of nerves about Normans departure She has rcccncd the 
revel Sion of half the Webb fortune 

Do not let the Herberts hairon me with information about jour babj until it is 
born and you are well & happy 

All lo\ c 
E 

' Harriet Waugh was born 13 Maj 1944 

^ Countess Qiudcnhose, whose husband was an Austnan diplomat, was at Ptxton when the war broke 
out and stayed for se\eral years 

^TheEarl ofHardwicke (1906-74) 

‘Kathleen Kennedy, the eldest sister of President Kennedy, agreed that any children from her 
marriage with the Marquess of Hartington, heir of the Duke of Devonshire, should be brought up as 
Protestants In the event he was killed four months after their wedding in 1944 and no child was bom 
She was killed in an aeroplane accident in 1948 
’Bv Emilv Eden, 1859 republished 1969 


To Laura Waugh [Chagford ] 

17 May [1944] 

Darling 

No letter from you today I hoped you would have been well enough to scribble in 
pencil & tell me you were content or not as the case may be 
I long foi Monday and my visit to you 

Mr B|^e\ erley] Nichols is behaving very well Leaving me to work when I want to 
and telling me about Ivor NovclloSc ‘Willy’ Maugham and ‘Noel’ Coward when I 
want relaxation He believes he is a great musiaan rather than a great writer 
Mag Op steams along slowly at about 1500 words a day 

1 announced the birth of your daughter m The Times Did vou know that 13 
May IS proverbially a very unlucky day? 

The lilac has no smell here 


All my love Till Monday 
E 
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To AD Peters [Chagford] 

[Received 20 May 1944] 

Dear Pete 

Many thanks for congratulations Both well, no nanny 

How about ‘Sacred and Profane’ on the cover, The Sacred £$ Profane Memories of 
Capt Charles Ryder on the title. 

Yes, Lady Marchmain is an enigma 1 hoped the last conversation with Cordelia 
gai e the theological clue The whole thing is steeped in theologj' but I begin to agree 
that theologians wont recognise it 
Duck into hare shall stop ' 

I wish I could dine but I am glad of the reason for not being able to I am steaming 
ahead with the novel It is becoming painfully erotic ^ 

Yours 

Evelyn 

’Perhaps the cancton a la presse that Charies Ryder had at the expense of Rex Monram m Pans 
Bnduhead Rmtstied had turned it into hare on its second mention 
‘Brideshead Rmstted was finished on 16 June. Bnan FranU replaced Bill Surlmg as Waughs 
cxwnmanding officer and reluaantly summoned him to Perthshire The Second Front had opene on 

June, and reinforcements would be needed vu 1, 

Hoiscter, Randolph Churchill was leading a military mission to Yugoslavia and wantrf Waugh. 
E'crjone ^as delighted bj this idea and they left together on 4 July The complexity o c country 
thc> approached defy simplification Outside intervention obscured a civil war e rmans 
Italians had overrun Yugoslavia in 1941 The British had therefore helped the resistance and in 
particular Mihailovich, a Serbian and a Rojalist In 1943 support was switched to Tito, a more active 

partisan and a communist The Amencansunenthusiasiicall> followed the Bntish lead Another o man) 

Splits among those \sho opposed the Germans was religious Waugh was suppose ,corTy>as) 

out, to work more effcctiv el) with other Roman Catholics An air base had been set up at Ban in Italy and 
missions to local panisan leaders established Waugh’s, the 37th, was to Topuslo, their headquarters 


To Laura Waugh Bmish Embassy, 

^ July [1944] Algiers' 

Darling Laura, 

A very luxunous trip here in an airplane in which they fed us on cumnts 
sultanas & barley-sugar like animals in a zoo, every hour or so rea ast m 

Gibraltar, here in the early afternoon A charming house in Arab style some o ito , 
^ itb tiled courtyards not unlike Mexico and peacocks and palm & rubber trees, high 
above the town An amusing house-party - Bloggs Baldwin, Victor Rothschild , 
Virginia Cowles, Mrs Hemingway a (awful), Randolph 6c me u 8c lana 
Wonderfully unambassadonal, French 6c Americans 8 c jews in & out ate time 
clearly enjoy mg it v ery much, D 8 c D v cry’ popular 8 c happy, good food, one lav atory, 
one bath, cvcry’one in pyjamas all the morning, like Venice before the war 
'iesicrday I lunched in the town with Bloggs, today with Lady Ranfurly 
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Dufi fell into one ol Insgient r.ipeewith IMoggslnsi nights hehfleeilae no llo^t 
or ambassador should The rem likable thing is he is so sotm appenstd 1 should he 
agitated for a foi might if 1 got so .ingrs Dnna looks serj elegant in lots of new 
eloihcs 

Sobei, faithful t lowng 
I s cl\ n 

' DufTOiopcr was nnti*-ti Rcptcscniaioc lo ilic 1 ter I tend) 

\ icior Rothschild (igto ) Succeeded as Bar»)n it;i7 Hinlocist and hiistnessmin 
' Manila Gtllhorn, «ar correspondent and witter was married to I tntsi Iteri'ihpwa) 

’ Herminne Llcssclhn married the Fail of RanfuiK m Me ssas personal sceieiars lo General 
Wilson 


To Laura Waugh Is ^ Gregomm. 

17 August 1 1944 1 Rome] 

Darling Laura, 

I hasc tried to keep jou infoimcd of nfi\ etcifare b\ means of the Prime Minister, 
the Editor of the News Chronicle, Cootc Ljgon*, Randolph, Mondi Hoec’ard- and 
others I hope some of their messages reached \ou 1 ln\c had tuo narrow escapes 
from attempts on my life, the first bj the RAF to incinerate mc,^ the second b\ 
RAMC^ to poison me, but have survived and am now on the way to rccoven, out of 
hospital, liv ing in a charming flat w ith a s itvv of Borromini’s tow cr of S Andrea del 
Frate, as the guest of John Rayncr whom 1 neither knew well or parlicularlv hked 
(he IS Joan Eyres Monscll’s husband)^ but who has behaved ven hospitably to me 
The aeroplane accident is a complete blank to me as 1 was knocked unconscious at 
the time tho I understand that those of us w ho surv iv cd got out of the machine by 
our own cffoits My first memory' is of walking in a cornfield by the light of the 
burning aeroplane & discussing the progress of the war in a detached manner with a 
totally stiangc officer who kept saying'Isay skippci hadn’tyou better he down'’It 
was some hours before 1 remembered why 1 was in that particular country and, as I 
say, I do not yet remember anv thing of the fall I was burned in several places, on 
both hands, legs & head, but as I was anaesthetized by shock my sufferings were 
negligible They fetched us out after 36 hours and 1 was about a fortnight in hospital 
in Italy Randolph made the ward exactly like The Man Who Came to Dinner^ but it 
was an agreeable time The chief annoyance of the incident was the total destruction 
of all my luggage most of it iiTcplacable I still have no shoes except gvmn shoes, of 
different sizes but made for the same foot Then I came on sick leave to Rome and 
was at once struck down by a far worse trouble — a carbuncle on back of the neck — an 
affliction which I have hitherto regarded as slightly comic but which 1 educed me to 
an extremity of pain & depression I was in hospital another fortnight in great 
discontent until 1 was liberated the day before yesterday Now I am nor as strong as 
a horse nor quite as happy as a laik, but taking things easy, seeing a number of 
fnends, refreshing myself with good architecture Randolph had housemaid’s knee 
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in both knees and slight derangement of the mind & went off to stay ^Tth Duff & 
Diana I expect him back soon when I hope to resume our plans where they were 
interrupted 

I feel I ha\e been away many months tho it is less than two, and long to be 
with you again 

All my Io\e to you& to my children 
E\ elyn 

‘Lad> Doroth} Ljgon 

^Edmund Howard (1909- ) Second Secretarj in Rome 1947-51, Counsellor in Rome 1951-65 

■•The aeroplane taking Churchill and Waugh from Ban to Croatia crashed at the airfield when thej 
were landing 

’ Rojal Armj Medical Corps 

’Joan Ejres Monsell (1912- ) was married to John Rajmer 1939-47 He was in Psychological 
Warfare She mamed the w nter Patrick Leigh Fermor in 1968 

‘The play written by George Kauffman and Moss Hart concerns a loquacious and oserbeanng 
srsitor, based on Aleminder Woollcott 


To Laura Waugh [Topusko, 

16 September [1944] Croatia] 

Darling Laura 

Since I last wrote we hare left our forest and set up house in a farm ’ I miss the 
isolation & silence of the surroundings but the house itself, though reeking of the pig 
sty, has a substantial ad\ antage -1 get a room to my self away from Randolph, w hose 
rhctonc in his cups I find a little wearisome The entire work of the farm appears to 
be done by a little girl of Teresa’s size 

We are on the outskirts of a small tow'n which was once a spa Indeed the baths 
stiil stand and we go there daily & sit in radio-actire hot water which I find \cry 
enervating The tow'n has been laid out entirely for leisure, with neglected gardens 
and woodland promenades reminiscent of Matlock It suits our leisured life well 
We do very little & see little company except a partisan liaison officer, the secretary' 
general of the communist party, the leader of the Peasant party & such people We 
also arrange for the evacuation of distressed jews There is a monsignore and an old 
pansh pnest in the tow n and no religious enthusiasm or persecution We hay e great 
quantities of eggs to cat and some very rough meat to eat 

I am very hopeful of our work here being done before Christmas I have sent 
Bron a‘pin-up’ of myself It will be slow in amving because it has to go by ordinary 
mail 


All my love 
Ey cK n 

' Tiey hid spent the first three davs in Yugoslas la in a w ood cabin 
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To Laura Waugh 1^ ] 

27 ScpicmbLi 1 1944] 

Darling Laura, 

Time sterna to stand still here I believe that the vvai would have been over sooner 
if 1 had become assistant rcgistrai ofa hospital I find nothing to do between mealsAc 
thctc IS nothing to tell >ou Our wirclcss operator has taken to drink with a frcnricd 
/cal which is diseonccrting in so small a communitv I find the smell of rakia 
sickening, that & the local cigarette smoke are the eharactcristics of the place M> 
window isalmost covcicd with vine leavcsA. I could not understand win,on waking 
and seeing the light come thiough the leaves,! spent the first quarter ofan hoiti of 
cvcij daj thinking of Midsomci Norton I thought it was because the pattern was 
like mj aunt Constance’s church necdlewoik, or like the borders of ninctccnth- 
centurj printed texts Then 1 realised that it was quite simple*, direct L that this 
was how the light came into the smoking-room through the v ines on the verandah 
There was a great dinner part} two nights ago in honoui of an exchange of 
decorations with the Russians It was midnight before the presentations began 
Then at two, when 1 was a little wear} of speeches in a strange tongue, a theatrical 
entertainment began of patriotic recitations, pla}s, and songs until four o clock As 
we arc in the habit of going to bed sharp at ten o’clock, it was an unusual strain 
Yesterda} we drove a great distance to see a battle It was a splendid autumn da} 
The countr}sidc is cxtraordinanl} English, with little irregular woods & fields and 
hedges full of Travellers Joy and elderberries & blackberries & thorn We picnicked 
on the side of a hill with a dcsultor}, inconclusive little battle going on a mile below 
us & drov c home by dusk & moonlight to find the telegraphist w andenng about the 
farm without his trousers groaning as though in great pain 

Today has lasted about a week already and it is onh 4 15 pm We arc like 
Chekhov characters 

At this moment a deputation of distressed )cws has arrived The} come ncarl} 
every day Randolph takes the sort of interest in them that Herberts take in 
Albanians I think I prefer the Herbert interest 

There is also a wandering musician with an inflated pig’s carcass pla} ing jigs like 
a Highlander 

Now I must go and call on the General It w ill only be half past fiv e when I come 
back Oh dear I wish I could go to sleep & wake up when the war was over 

All m} love 
Ev el} n 


To A D Peters 
30 September [1944] 


‘M’ Mihtarv' Mission 
CMF 


[Topusko ] 


Dear Peter, 

Littlebrown must on no account change the title of BR without submitting 




I go lUFIhTTFRSOI FVlMNWAUiH 


A little parcel of books came from Kanes 

We must be \ery rich as I am spending no moncj here Please enpn j ourself and 
indulge joursclf to the top of sour bent Bus an n'>irakhan efiat, take a suite at the 
Rit? & entertain, has e fun 

All m> lose& thank sou again for sending me such nice things 

Lsclsn 


We have a splendid American gas bomb for killing flics 

' A fnend of Churchill’s from childhood, of Wauph’s from Oxford I ord Hirlcnhcad isas second in 
command 

^Maior Stephen Chssold, an expert on the Partisans and fluent in Scrtio-Croat l!is‘charm and sanitj 
were to ease man> a grim situation’ the harl of Uirlcnhcad in / ic/)^ »f oo/A ari/Air » orW p 1^2 


To Laura Waugh 
17 October [1944] 


(Topusko ] 


Darling Laura, 

I must svnte to you about an exciting ness idea that has come to me and ask you 
svhat your opinion of it is For some time 1 base been ssomed about boss, after the 
svar, sve are going to reconcile your ssish to farm and my ssish to base the children 
brought up on a farm and in thecountry ssith my ossn ineradicable lose of collecting 
bnc-a-brac and my need for a harmonious place to svnte in This is my idea Why 
should sve not dispose of Stinkers and buy you a simple farm house and properts 
near Bndget for yourself & the children sshcrc I ssill live sshen not working, and for 
my work and collecting mania and your frequent visits retain my aunts house at 
Mid^mer Norton This will presumably be left equally between Alee, myself and 
my rasmanian cousin They would obviously wish to sell their shares which, 
freehold & contents could not amount to more than about a thousand pounds in all I 
could then make the house into a museum of Victorian art, put Ellwood there as 
permanent housekeeper to look after me while I was there and of every thing in ms 
bsence I could keep my library there & write my novels there It would be a secret 
were guests would come I have the photographs of the rooms as they 

, gradually restore them to that splendid state It, and the 

noth Afmr 1 “ITT “T’'» »"= "“d '’h'* > 

I could make itir ' ^P'nster daughters want to live there, 

supnosinEth r T1 ° ^ ^”1^ museum & memorial to myself It will by that time, 

he mo e "" T,; "T The more I thmUf thts idea 

me more splendid it seems What do you think? 

Evelyn 

a separate househdd'^butT c^^ eagerly welcomed there It is not an attempt to set up 
ousehold, but I could not be happy with on/j a farm as my home I could 
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not \\ ork near ni} children, I could not In e permanently near the Grants I am quite 
sure you i^ould ne\ er farm happily except near the Grants 

The £1000 would be m} aunts legacy so we lose nothing by the idea - or rather we 
do not ha\ e the effort of finding any money 


To Laura WAu GH [Topusko ] 

24 October 1944’ 

Darling Laura 

Major Qissold, the gentle ex-schoolmaster^ who came to us on a three days visit, 
IS still here after ten days Some evenings he goes out to the airfield and waits for an 
hour or two, other e\ emngs he just looks at the ram & stays at home Meanwhile my 
letters to you pile up m his bag & will presumably reach you m a single post I 
wonder if you do as I do with yours-open them all first, look at the dates & then read 
them in proper order Freddy is still with us, alternately morose and drunkenly 
jolly He is a great support in his jolhty taking Randolph off my shoulders The pair 
laugh a great deal but never at new jokes or even at their own, they retell endlessly 
the memorable retorts their respective fathers made at one time or another to 
vanous public personages Even with that vast repertoire they repeat themselves 
etery day or two, sometimes every hour or two Then the} recite memorable 
patches from Macaulay’s essays, John Betjeman’s poems and other classics Of 
comersation as I lore it, with anecdote occurnng spontaneously & aptly, jokes 
growings: taking shape, fantasy - they know nothing The good time of day for me is 
the first two hours of da} light before Randolph is awake But all day is better than 
life with Col Cutler, or than any military life which seemed open to me six months 
ago so I must not repine My health is admirable and my nut \ery clear - so clear 
that I hunger to rervnte Mag Op and Scoop, and to wnte a child’s history of 
Chnstendom and a short story, drawn from my present experience, of a man who 
gave up dnnk and became so clear sighted that he could not abide any of his friends 
& had to take to dnnk again 

We had a little air raid the other morning and the hot baths have been put out of 
order which is a gra^ e loss to our comfort Amencan air crew s keep drifting m, some 
of them lame from parachuting, and it is difficult to find room for them There w ere 
great celebrations here for the fall of Belgrade, including a te deum in the church 
attended by all the communist bosses and later a drunken speech b} Randolph The 
partisans fired off all their available ammunition into the air & scared our cook You 
must read a very funny penguin named Bullet tn the Ballet^ I think my son’s 
birthday is approaching I can send him nothing but sage adtice & that will keep 
another year 1 think that soon I will go to Ban for a w eeks lea\ c & try and get dow n 
to Lecce which is said to be a town of great beauty & one w hich it is unlikeh w c will 
c\cr ha\e the chance toMSit as con\eniently again 

My cigars are lasting out and are a pleasure three times a day I don’t think it is 
any good trying to send me any more unless we hear of someone coming out 
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Our pocfr )CWS Slay in increasing distress 'I he more airmen arnsc the smaller 
their chances of getting out 

Please cn)oj yourself as much as you can Get rum from Vscvolodc and Basil/ 
take Bridget to London, buy a house at Bude Don't let winter & Pixton and my 
teeming family get you down 

All my lose 
Eselyn 

' There had been an acnal attack two dajs before which precipitated a row with Churchill 

^ In fact a lecturer at Zagreb Linnersiij 

’ Car) 1 Brahms and S J Simon 1937 

’Prince Vsevolodc worked for the wine-merchants Saccone & Speed, and Basil Bennett ran the H)dc 
Park Hotel 


To Laura Waugh [Topusko] 

2 No\ ember [1944] 

Darling Laura, 

My birthday w'as the glummest I ha\c spent for clctcn years It rained 
continually I did not lease the house except to Msit the baths which we had been 
told would be working again They were not 1 thought perhaps you were thinking 
of me and that warmed me a little 

Yesterday, All Saints, the peasant women all came in to mass in gala dress & 
brought flowers to the gra\cyard 

I hate got to the stage of disliking Randolph which is really more contenient than 
thinking I liked him & constantly trying to reconale myself to his enormities Now I 
can regard him asoneof theetilsof warlike Col Cutler or Tom Churchill or Roger 
Wakefield and so Inc with him more harmoniously Freddy takes him away for 
some time most days but when tratel is possible Freddy & Clissold both leate us 
I am afraid it will be a gloomy winter for you, but I pray God the last we cter 
spend apart On my birthday I thought it had been a good year - mostly due to you 

All my Io\e 
E^ elym 


To Laura Waugh [Topusko ] 

5 No\ ember [1944] 

Darling Laura 

We grow backwards m war time First it was public school life in the Mannes, 
then prep school at COHQ3 now nursery — with picnics postponed for ram, 
ever)one with his nose pressed to th'e window, time dragging, occasional treats of 
sweets — literally of sweets — when we get a sortie 

Drunkenness is a very sad thing for the sober Freddy is fuddled most evenings 
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and, I suppose, just as he was in Whites when I thought him the wittiest of worm^ 
fnends - now I find him rcpctitnc & trite Randolph shouts himself into a stupor 
and often goes to bed before dinner Oh dear 

Bloggs [Baldwin] has been mo\cd from Ban which takes a large part of the 
glamour from it & 1 don't so much want to settle there now People talk of things 
ending here in a few weeks but the war seems to me to ha\c rolled itself in blubber 
like an cskimo S. settled dow n for the w inter I don’t see much hope of getting back 
before the spnng 

The onh good time of ms daj is 7 30 to 9 30 am before Randolph gets up, w hen I 
cat a dcliaous omelette and feel well & cheerful &. can read or wntc From 9 30-10 
there IS incessant noise, dusk at 5 and the light usualh too weak to read I go to bed 
at to, think ofsoufit usualK sleep 10 30-6 30 which is fine 


' A phrase borrow-cd from Nathaniel Gubbins 


All m\ lose 
Esehn 


To Ladti Dorothy Lygon [Dubrosmk ]> 

25 December [1944] 

Dearest Poll, 

The Pearl of the Adriatic is not improscd b> has ing all its renaissance fapadcs 
daubed with communist slogans in red paint but it is still a handsome little town I 
base a small, unheated house in the slums and a fine cook, seseral servants of 
different nationalities, unlimited quantities of tolerable ssine, no supenor officer 
nearer than Belgrade, so it is what )0U might call ‘closer’ or esen ‘easj street’, but I 
do not think it will last long, sshen I shall be consoled bj the hope of seeing jou 
again I am afraid I felt far from well sshen sse last met You w'lll think I am an 
insalid, but it is not alwajs so 

Chnstmas makes me think a lot about Malsem - Mr and the Capt [Hance] 
and the handsome presents Blondie made us gise them, and Jessel’s boy’s foie gras 
and the time sse ssent up to the top of the noble line after dinner and someone gase 
the late Maj Duggan a push and he could not stop running untibhe reached the 
gates of St James girls school and jou and me & Hamish [Erskme] popping into 
Lord Beauchamps Home for Impotent ^ Qerg3’men Well svell nes er again 

It seems hopeless our attempting to ssnte to one another, but if this letter gets 
through, do trj' & send one back It would be a treat to me 

Lose from 
Evelvn 

'At the end of No%cmber Waugh was ordered to Dubrormt, where his mam interest was in 
discos enng the extent of religious persecution 
^Hamson 
^Impoienshcd 
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To Nancy Mitford 

25 December 1944 


37 Mibtan Mission 

cMr 

[Dubrovnik] 


Dai ling Nanev 

Your letter (written on the 12th) was mj onlj Chiistmas mail - mv onlv mail for 
some time-and verj nice loo 

The Curse of the Cecils - goodness Is it something like haemophilia thej can 
onlj give each other or is it like the common cold something thej can give us' Come 
tothinkofit I think that M Bowramust havehad that curseformanv }cars,thcwar 
cured it, hence his sudden frightful fcrtihtv ' 

1 have escaped from vour cousin Randolph and am now on mv ow n in the Pearl of 
the Adriatic which looLs a little less pearlish with all the icnaissancc facades daubed 
with communist slogans in red paint I have spent a solitary Christmas which next 
to hav ing Laura’s companj or the few friends 1 can count on the toes of one foot, is 
just as 1 like It 1 dined alone sitting opposite a looking glass & reflecting sadlj that 
the 5ears instead of transforming me into a personable man of middle age, have 
made me into a verv uglj jouth 

Well last Christmas I dined with Maimie& Vscvolode and M and 1 0’Brian*and 
some howling cads It is better than that But two vears ago I was with D 
Wevmouth & first met Debo It is a great thing not to be with mj children at Pixton 
at this season So I metTaffj Rodd^at that social centre Ban just out of Athens with 
alarming tales I have since learned to be untrue And a Capt Elwes"* called on me 
todav It IS interesting that H Hill has engaged a jew named Suiro to watch the till 1 
knew him well at the Universitj You will find he fits in bcautifull) to the Sergeant 
Preston life in Curzon Street It is verv good news that vou ma} take up the pen 
again Please give the results to Chapman & Hall Thev love losing monej & I will 
get }ou a substantial o\cr advance One thing about vour letter saddens me It does 
not sa> ‘Thank vou for jour beautiful Xmas present of Bndeshead Revtsiled It is a 
beautiful work’ Is it too bad to mention or has V2 blown it up' You shouldhave got 
it by now, and though I know it w ill shock y ou in parts on account of its piety, there 
arc a few architectural bits y ou might like 

I wonder w hat Graze^ is Perhaps a book on its way to me' T he last 1 had was an 
attempt to whitewash Bryan Guinness called Belchamber'^ which 1 enjoyed 
enormously I lent it to Randolph who was so much moved that he said he could 
never commit adultery again — at any rate not with the same innocent delight 

1 went to a cocktail piarty of officers and there was not one who was not purelv 
proletanan It does not make them any more sv mpathetic to the partisans though 

The partisans are celebrating Xmas by firing off all their ammunition under my 
window My nerves are not as steady as they were before my harrowing life with 
R S Churchill 

A V cry nice skier named Peter Lunn ’ claims close friendship with Dekka^ True' 
Do you remember the M P who tried to seduce Romilly in Madrid ^ He is here too 

Love and kisses 
Evelyn 
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‘ Maunce Bowra published three books in tr\o \cars Tht Heritage oj Sywhohsm and A Book of 
Russian Verse in 1943 Sophaclean Tragedy m 1944. 

- Murrough and Irene O’Bnen 

^GustafRodd (1905-74) Brother of Peter Serred in the Ro}al Nat j 1918-28 and 1934-45 Settled 
in Italj in 1945 

'jerem) Elnes, nephen of Simon Fanner, director and patron of the ans 

^CjTil Connollj, The Unquiet Grave, 1944-5 

‘Bj Howard Sturgis, 1904 

' Peter Lunn (1914- ) Son of Sir Arnold Lunn Diplomat, and captain of the Bntish 01 > mpic ski 
team 1936 

‘Jessica Mitford (1917- ) Wnter Sister of Nancj marned to Esmond RomiU) 1937-42, and to 

Robert Trcuhaft in 1943 


To Laura Waugh 37 Mihtarj'Mission 

7januar} 1945 [Dubro\nik] 

Darling Laura, s\s eet w hiskers, do trj to wnte me better letters Your last, dated 19 
December recened todaj, so eagerlj expected, was a bitter disappointment Do 
realize that a letter need not be a bald chronicle of e\ ents, I know j ou lead a dull life 
now, my heart bleeds for it, though I beliexe you could make it more interesting if 
}ou had the will But that is no reason to make jour letters as dull as jour life I 
simplj am not interested in Bridget’s children Do grasp that A letter should be a 
form of con^ ersation; w rite as though j ou w'ere talking to me 

For instance jou saj mj Chiistmas presents hare arnred and Eddie [Grant] is 
pleased What do jou think of the book? Your copy is still binding but jou must 
hare seen his You know I hare not seen one Tell me rvhat it is like It is dedicated 
to you Are you pleased to see it in this form ? Are you cunous to know' rvhat changes 
1 har e made in the final proofs There are many changes in this copy from rvhat y ou 
read before Can you not see horr it disappoints me that this book rvhich I regard as 
my first important one, and hare dedicated to you, should hare no comment except 
that Eddie is pleased with It 

Has no w me come for y ou ? I ordered some Perhaps there is none left in London 
No Chnstmas present came from you to me 

Today is the Orthodox Chnstmas I hare just been to a‘tea party’to rrhich I rras 
inrited at 3 pm With sarage peoples one knows so little rvhat to expect, so after a 
hear j luncheon I set out and rras giren a place at a table already full First I was 
giren green chartreuse and ham, then tea and cakes then cherry brandy and 
cigarettes It seemed the end but suddenly a rvhole cold roast sheep was brought in, 
there w ere red rr me & speeches until 6 30 pm 

Do rr rue & tell me rr hat y ou gre thinking & horr y ou are looking Be natural rr hen 
you wnte Don’t send anr more of these catalogues of family facts Tell me what 
letters of mine y ou har e had 


Er elyn 
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To Nancy Mitford 37Militar\ Mission 

7januaivi945 [Dubrosnik] 

Dearest Nancy, 

Yes I know what you meanhe k dim, but then he is telling the stor\ and it is not 
his story It is all right foi Benvenuto Cellini to be undim but he is telling his own 
story and no one clscs I think the ciuaal question is docs Julia’s lose for him seem 
real 01 IS he so dim that it falls flat, if the latter the book fails plainly He was a bad 
paintci Well he was as bad at painttngas Osbert (Sitwell] is at wilting, for Christ’s 
sake don’t repeat the compaiison to anyone 

Lady Marchmain, no 1 am not on hci side, but God is, who suflers fools gladh ^ 
and the book is about God Docs that answer it' 

Bad about the clip Too late foi the first edition & there arc no second editions 
these days I knew I should ha\c submitted it to you for criticism The dcfinitnc (ha 
ha) edition is substantiallv difleicnt fiom the first so if you rcallv feel disposed to rc- 
icad It, as you say, wait a month oi two foi that 

A lovely pared of books from you ConnolK’s Graze What he writes about 
Christianity is such twaddle -1 cal twaddle - no sense or interest, that it shakes me 
And he seems ashamed of the pleasant part of himself - as a soft, sceptical old good 
liver I am shocked by the Graze But 1 have read onh hvc or si\ pages My father 
was a better classical scholai than Connolly but he did not trot out his recondite 
quotations in at all that w'ay I think Connolly has h\cd too much with communist 
young ladies He niu^t spend moie time in Whites 

50 copies of Bridcshead Rez'isited went out, 40 of them to close friends of 
youis Do please keep your ear to the ground & leport what they sas For the first 
time since 1928,1 am eager about a book 

Lose 
E\ ely n 

' Nanc> MitTord had wntten oC^Brtdeshead Rmsaed, * a great English classic in ms humble 
opinion Arc >ou or arc jou not on Ladj Marchmain’s side 1 couldn’t make out One dreadful 
error Diamond clips were only msented about 1930, you wore a diamond etrrotr in sour cloche I 
think Charles [Ryder] might base had a little more glamour - I can’t explain why but he seemed to me a 
tiny bit dim ’ She continued in her next letter, *1 quite see how the person who tells is dim but then 
would J uha tind her brother and her sister all be m lo\ c with him if he was Well lot c is like that, and one 
never can tell ’ 


To Laura Waugh Military Mission 

9januaiy 1945 [Dubroxnik] 

Darling Laura 

Another ship in with another letter from you wntten on 26th - a much better one 
ts pre ecessor was so disappointing that I had to write & tell y'ou so I am delighted 
t at \ou have read tour Magnum Opus All the passages, including the coarse 
p rases \\ ith l c larts, hich upset d’Aj cj has e been cut out for the public \ crsion 
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You do not sa^ vhat Mrs Grant says about tt Please report full}, and what }our 
mother sa}s & Katharine 1 base a deep interest in the welfare of this book Three 
copies arc being bound for jou - page proofs, prnatc edition, public edition - and 
will reach } ou in due course Come to think of n only the two latter are for } ou Page 
proofs belong to the house library but y ou may, must study them to see the changes 
A lot of letters should be arn\ ing at Piston thanking for M O If y ou hat e not 
yet forwarded them, do not do so, keep them in a safe place - not loose in your 
drawer but in a tin box - and copy out on an Air Letter the most interesting 
sentences from each 

How did your ma come to be lunching at Downing Street' 

When you wnte a letter take mt last letters and read them through, see what 
questions I ha\c asked and answer them Try & look on correspondence as a 
cemersation not a diary 

Hate you eser considered how the Epiphany is the feast of artists 1 thought so 
sen strongly this scar After St Joseph and the angels and the shepherds and e\en 
the o\ and the ass ha\ c had their share of the crib, t w cl\ c day s later appears an exotic 
caratan with negro pages and ostrich plumes They ha\c come an enormous 
journey across a desert and the splendid gifts look much less splendid than they did , 
when they were being packed in Bab\lon The wise men committed c\cry sort of 
bctisc ~ c\cn asking the way of Herod & proxoking the massacre of the innocents - 
but they got there in the end and their gifts mrc accepted 

I base always detested Christmas Now I shall always celebrate the Epiphany 
instead 

How are you looking Has c you any fine new clothes W'c arc stinking rich Do get 
magnificent furs if it is not a foolish time 
Did 1 send Gabncl M O m the end' 1 thought 1 did but you don’t mention it 
. I has e w ritten to Basil say ing it is ncs cr too late to send booze to Pixton 

All my lose 
E 


To Laura Waugh [Dubrosmk] 

23 January 1945 

Darling Laura 

I am s ery w ell & happy I do not ss ell sec hosv I could be happier granted that I 
has e to lead a military life ass ay from y ou I has e no commanding officer to bother 
me and my subordinates are soon to be reduced to one My work consists solely in 
doing good I distribute food to the needy and get a sense of s icanous generosity in 
the process A great number of prayers are being put up on my behalf m 
consequence I do not think there is any military appointment so congenial - good 
architecture, good food, ss me, blameless life, and for once m my life a sense of being 
sery popular 
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M\ bust jcots slowh hccnusc tht pool old man inal.iof: ii b(,lit\ts his food ration 
will cease when the woik is done, so he fiddles iwi> making the no^e longer and 
shoitei b) tuins 1 look \eiN fat and placid, like a nmetecnih-eentuis Heaelmastei 
Bishop It will be a pieposteiotis possession It is b\ ha\ing ptepostcrous 
possessions that one can keep them at ai ms length \\ ell I hi\ t a pi eposterous w ifc 
ha\e I not' I base not had a letter fiom \oii loi some* time as the wcalliei has kept 
shipping awas so 1 base not much to write about 'loda\ it would veem fr<im the 
news that the wai is coming to an end B\ all means buj that house neat T aunton if 
sou like ' 

Pegg) Dunne has given Mars Dunn /^aootohus ness clothes for her hones moon 
Tomoiross 1 shall tell mj Mr Parasleini that I will continue his food allowance after 
his ssork IS done foi I am tired of silting to him 

I do a great deal of illicit benefaction to the lehgious 

Who should turn up as head of the R \SC^ here but A.na Nas lors half-brother' - 
not a ver} attractisc south, but the association has been ssortb some tons (hteralls) 
of food for the Dominican consent It is an odd chain of cireumstanees from Alec’s 
nymphomaniac mistress in London to a lorrs load of arms rations at a medics al 
convent in the Adriatic, is it not' 

I have got very fat & noble looking - like a patrician Roman of Pctronuis's das 
You do not tell me hosv sou look I hope that bs now B Bennett has sent sou some 
svmc 

1 have just read Dovibey arid Sou The ssorst book in the ssorld 

All ms lose 
Es els n 

■ It was not bought 

-Royal Army Service Corps 

^ Roddy Douglas 


To Laura Waugh [Dubrosmk] 

29 January 1945 

Darling Laura, 

A charming letter from you svith diagrams of M O [Magnum Opus] or (as Nanej 
prefers) G E C (Great English Classic) Hoss quick communications arc noss It is 
like the telephone 

Did you es'er get a letter from me asking you to put Bron dossn for Amplcforth ' 
Please do so Did you evei get an enquiry about an illuminated book from Maltby' 
Please anssvei 

I presume from your silence that B Bennett has sent no svme Very ssorrjing 

When buying a new house, sshich I gis'c you full authority to do as soon as you 
ru you, please bear in mind that it must be ser> near a Catholic 

Church I find it a great joj to be svithin two minutes walk of daily mass I don’t 
want our churchgomg to be a long weekly duse m the half dark Did you evci get a 
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letter from me expressing the Bish to retain the little house at Midsomcr Norton' 
You have neter commented on that idea 

1 had a long, charming letter from vour ma It is curious how that unhterary lady 
IS most herself pen m hand - unlike her daughter whiskers 

My hfc here vs really very full of incvdcm \csievday a Chec Crek Occh how ^ 
woman came to accuse my predecessor of stealing 39 dollars from her and when I 
laughed stormed out sa\ ing ‘ Alors monsieur capitainc, v ous ctes si gcntil que je v ais 
tuer ma mere’ Todav a distracted Chilean engineer (as n might have been Burns') 
came to tell me that his 17 year old daughter had stowed away on a Bntish ship & 
would I please have her impiisoned' Then a few minutes later a Canadian subject 
was beaten up by the secret police Nevera dull moment Goodness I wish you were 
here I am on great good terms with the Bishop who believes I am a secret envoy 
from the Pope and laughs away all my disclaimers as modesty & guile I have asked 
to be given full consular powers in which ease I might have you shipped out here 
Would you like it Copious foods: dnnk, constant excitement without danger The 
architecture is not really good It is an inferior people aping the Italian 

My bust has its good days and its bad days Today was a good one I have got to 
years younger and two stone lighter When he starts on the stone I shall be more 
excited The long sessions while he makes mud pies of my face arc rather boring 
particularly ashc will talk politics all the time My French conversation is rather like 
your social conversation in English & like you I have learned toshut ofi f ofmy mind 
from what is being said 

I am shocked that Pansy did not appreciate M O , G E C I think y ou take relish 
in repeating the unfavourable things-Beast ^ 

Sat Feb 3 is the great feast day here As everyone is starving feast day is a sad 
expression 

My ma IS O K She wrote a perfectly sane letter Just lazy 
Andrew Waugh^ is to be a sailor A very good idea 

All my love 
Ev ely n 

’ Tom Bums was bom in Valparaiso but left before his first birthday He was neier an engineer 
^Ladj Pansy Lamb had nmten, ‘ But ail the nchness of vour iniention, the magical embroideries 
jou Ding around} our characters cannot make me nostalgic about the world I knew in the 1920s And jet 
It was the same world as you desenbe Nobody was brilliant, beautiful and nch and the ornier of a 
wonderful house, though some were one or the other Oxford too, were Harold Acton and Co really as 

bnlliam as that, or were there wonderful characters I never met You see English Soaetv of the 20s as 

something baroque and magnificent on its last legs 1 fled from n because it seemed prosperous, 
bourgeois and practical and I believe it still ts ’ Which lines Laura quoted is unknown 
■'Andrew Waugh (1933- ) Son of Alec 


To Catherine Waugh [Dubrov mk] 

sFebiuary 1945 

My Dear Mother, 

I hav e had tw o letters from you now since I last w'rote and am m your'debt Posts 
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ma\ bi. less licqutnt in fiiiiiic as iheie will bt Itwtr ships in ilit tominp weebs but 
please keep wiitinp as \oui leJiersart a prtai pitasuie, nnne the less so when the) 
eomc in batehes 

I sti ugple so far as one bad tempered man and a wiietess station can ‘-ti upgic 
to pet the aiithoiHies in Ilal\ to do somethinp to lelieec the disticss here, but so far 
nothing has been done 

1 am beginning to pet letters thanking lor lirtdcfhcutl Rc^isucd It seems to be a 
sueeess and 1 think it should be Unfortiinateh it is not to be published until April 
because of shoiiape of papei and the delass m pi oof coi reeling due to m> sojourn 
abioad T his is a pits because it is a book for winter reading Mso, I hope, in April 
e\ci \ one's mind will be on great esents in huiope i at her than nos els of the past But 
I behesc it ssill go on being lead for mans scars 1 he general eritieism is that it is 
ichpious piopapanda That shosss boss opinion has changed in So scars No one 
noss thinks a book s\ Inch totally csekidcsiehpion is atheist piopapanda Soscarsago 
cs Cl s nos cl included religion as part of the normal hie of the people 

When do 30 U ictuin to Hiphpatc' Are sour tenants satisfaetors ' Arc sour 
financial aflairs pcifcctls cass ' Has Joan made anj contribution set' 

I hope sou base not forgotten sour intention of making a Waugh pencalops 1 
think Aunt Connie could do a great deal of it from memoi \ 

1 remain ssell and as happs as it is possible to be surrounded b) so much distress 

Best lose to sou all at Norton 
Es els n 


To Laura Waugh [Dubrosmk] 

10 February 1945 

Darling Laura, 

It is also sad about Auberon’s arrcst& ill tieatmcnt I presume the police were 
Poles not British ’ ’ 

My life has been clouded I boasted too soon of my happy situation The 
partisans aie now seeking to expel me and I think they ssill succeed Whether or no 
this leads me back to England is impossible to say As alss ays I assume the ss orst — a 
number of increasingly painful & undignified scenes here culminating in 
Ignominious withdrawal Then put into a pool of unemployed officers in Italy and 
being found some unsuitable and unacceptable post there But there are other more 
pleasant possibilities including that of my return to England to you 

D Arcy s letter about M O was most unsatisfactory He says he has not formed 
an opinion I thought he was struck of a heap by it It seems to me that my book is 
designed for faded ladies of fashion — all of them rejoice in it but not many others It 
will be interesting to see the reviews 

Will you please thank Teresa very’ much foi her Christmas letter I wonder why 
she chose a card of a dead soldiei for me 

The bust has its days off and its days on Lately it has been going well & has 
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^that if I ha\c to lea\c sudden! j, it can be caned in stone without 
thinner & more bad tempered ^ 

imere, splendid sunshine all daj & cool nights We e\en had an 
^^the other morning, not \er) se\ere I slept through it but it destroyed 
^it^rden of two \er\ sad Poles I befriend But I cannot rejoice m the weather 
"or e\cn in the wine because the bloodiness of the partisans and my uncertain 
position depress me continualh , more than that there are so man) unhappy people 
who look to me for help which I can ill supply It seems to comfort them to come & 
tell me how miserable the) arc, it saddens me But is it not odd' Would you ha\e 
thought of me as has ing a kind nature -1 am renow ned for my great kindness here 
At our headquarters in Ban howescr I am looked on as sery troublesome and 
offensue ^ 


I am sorry that my little Christmas present of dnnk coinades with Auberon’s 
leas e I looked forw ard to thinking of you having ses eral tipsy Sundays - not a single 
orgy 

I ha\e just had my weekly bath which I take in a neighbours house It was 
'Cry hot for once 

Has It occurred to you that the Poles arc likely to become the cnminal class of the 
world m the next decade, being uprooted hopeless and embittered so that Auberon 
likely to be m & out of pnson a lot If he is still with you please gne him my 
Warmest congratulations on his commission 


All my lose sweet whiskers 
E 

'Auberon Herbert, wcanng the uniform of the Polish annj, had been arrested as a spj by the 
■^CTicans in Belgium Two of his teeth were knocked out 
^The bust reached England e\enruall> Laura had copies made in plaster and terra cotta after 
laugh’s death ^ 

'Waugh was forced out of Dubrosmk b) the hostility of the Partisans, who understandably disliked 
*”5 association with the clergrs He felt that he should come back as consul and continue the struggle but 
’'as reliesed when his application was refused On 20 February he sailed from Dubrosnik and ncser 

returned 


To Laura Waugh man! 

8 March [1945] 

Darling, 

If things go as I expect I shall be with you at the end of the month ' I do not know 
firet ' possibly for ever, at any rate for a month I must be in London for the 

I th ^ busy seeing archbishops. Foreign Secretaries, and such people 

Mavfai Hyde Park Hotel We will hate a 

hooUsUhanr i,r”^^"^ ^ champagne Bnng some 

8c disorderly public st^^ necessary for us to go out of doors often into those squalid 

ssfulgi happy week inRome Mia Woodruff turned up, tery pretty& 
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smait I mo\ed in high Vatican circles, ha\ing long discussions '\ccks but 
state & finally a prnate audience ^Mth the Pope in a week when h^D-^ *^he} 

one ^ Please tell your children that he asked after them & ga%e themi^^ 
blessing & sent them a rosary each I told him there ^\ere four I hope th^{ys?^^ 

The sad thing about Pope is that he lo\cs talking English and has lcameu*C=lll, ^ 
elegant little speeches b> heart pairotwisc & delivers them with practicallj no 
accent, but he does not understand a v. ord of the language so that people like ]VI> ron 
Taj lor ^lea\e thinking the} ha\e conveyed some essential information when mfact 
HH has not attempted to take in a word It was a great sign of the importance he 
attached to what I had to saj that he in\ ited me to talk French, which 1 do with great 
grace & fluency Then when the business was over he made a little English speech, 
inopportunelj the one he keeps for sailors telling them how much he enjoj cd a nav al 
lev lew at Portsmouth in 1920 something 

1 hav c caught cold & feel a little low Most of mj friends arc leav mg this distnct 1 
hav e made up my differences w ith Randolph w ho is back in hospital in Rome having 
lost the use of his legs at a ball in Belgrade 


All my love 
E ' 

' Things w ent as expected and Waugh flew home on 15 March and staj ed On 25 March one of the last 
rocket-bombs shattered the window of his room in the Hj de Park Hotel He wrote a lengthy report 
entitled Church and Slate m Liberated Croatia which argued that 5,000,000 Roman Catholics were being 
persecuted in an area where theBntish had both responsibility and influence It was handed to Fitzroy 
Maclean at the Foreign Office, where it caused some sor but did not alter policy Christopher Sykes 
examines the matter in detail in Exelyn Waugh, pp 273-6 

^The purpose of Waugh’s audience with Pope Pius xii was to tell him about the unhappx situation of 
Roman Catholics in Yugoslatia W'augh left him ‘continced that he had understood what 1 came for 
That was all I asked ’ Cardinal Tardini later conxeyed to him that he had made a good impression 
^ Myron Taylor (1874-1959) Personal rcprcscntatixe of Roosexelt and Truman to Pius xii 1939-50 


Introduction 


In 1939 when Waugh joined the army he had one baby daughter, by the time he left 
It, he had a family of three girls and a bov Before the war he had been a well-known 
novelist, with Bndeshead Revisited he became internationally acclaimed Though 
he did not attempt to follow up this success, most Amencans had his earlier books to 
discover 

It took a little time to repossess Piers Court, so Waugh moved from Chagford to a 
house at Ickleford in Hertfordshire, which he shared, all squabbles forgotten, with 
Randolph Churchill Laura stayed mostly at Pixton He senoiisly considered 
moving to Ireland, but gradually settled down to a life in the country with his family 
and work, punctuated by raids on London and trips abroad If this regime sounds 
plaad, It must be remembered that it led to the crisis on which The Ordeal of Gilbert 
Pinfold IS based 

Many more letters survive from this penod and it is likely that more were written 
The correspondence with Laura naturally stops, that with Nancy Mitford has just 
begun I am aware of no major gaps that have not been mentioned 




To Ronald Knox 

i4Ma> 1945 DuUcrton 

Dear Ronnie, 

Idontknov. which I am the more grateful for->our letter or the list ofmispnnis 
(some of which were no fault of the printer but plain bad spelling of mj own) 
Thank you with all m> heart for both 

I am delighted that you became reconciled to R in the end It was, of course, all 
about the death bed I was present at almost cxactlj that scene', with less 
extratagant decor, when a friend of mine w'hom we thought in his final coma and 
stubbornly impenitent, whose womenfolk would only let the priest in because thc> 
thought him unconscious, did cxactlj that, making the sign of the cross It was 
profoundly affecting and I wrote the book about that scene (I ha\c just had to look 
up the spelling of scene m a dictionary ) 

Kathanne who detested the book to the end & bey ond, and expressed her disgust 
with feminine ruthlessnesshad the same thing to say - that the characters did not 
exist either in real life or faery The sad thing is that ‘Metroland’ is my world that I 
have grown up in & I don’t know any other except at second hand or at a great 
distance It would be as false for me to write about Maurice’s^ world as when 
Thomas Hardy tned London drawing rooms & Virginia Woolf successful business 
men I thought & think all the characters highly companionable, except possibly 
Mulcaster & his awful sister '' 

I have cut out of the published edition any turns of phrase which were hard to 
read aloud — at least I hope I have I never quite know what terms are current 
outside Metroland 

Now I am writing an unhistorical life of St Helena ^ which absolutely no one will 
be able to bear It keeps my mind off the Responsibilities of Peace 

Yours terv sincerely 
Evelym Waugh 

' The death of Hubert Duggan 

^ Kathanne Asquith had tvntten ‘It’s beautifully wntten and some of the bits about the house made 
me cry O fetcljm do do do wntea book not a not el - jet not like Algernon’s [Cecil, the histonan] I 
can hardly bear your ttnting about modern people ’ 

^ Maunce Banng. 

Knox had wntten that if he had stopped reading he would hate felt, ‘Yes its all terj ttcll, temblj 
amusing and ttcll-wntten and the descriptions are poignant and all that, but I wash Etelyn would wnfc 
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about characters st horn one Vi ould liLe to meet in real life But once j ou reach the end, needless to saj 

the St hole cast - e\en Berjl - falls into place and the tvtitch of the thread happening in the s cry bowels of 
Metroland is inconceisablj effectise’ ‘The twitch of the thread’ is a fishing metaphor drawn from 
G K Chesterton’s Father Brown stones, meaning that once someone has seen the Grace of God, 
how c% cr much time and space remos e him, he can be retneved 

5 Waugh abandoned the biographj of St Helena, discos erer of the Cross, but wrote her life as a nos el 
m Helena, 1950 


To Laura Waugh White’s 

19 May 1945 

Darling 

I think I ha\e just bought a castle I hope you ssill approve It is 20 miles from 
Arklow, about x 5 bedrooms 5 reception, 80 acres of park, sMth as much farm land 
as you want It belongs to Peter FitzWilIiam who wants a fnendly neighbour 

Air my lo\ e 
E\ eljTi 


To John Betjeman Pixton Park, 

Vigil of Corpus Chnsti Duh erton 

[27 May] 1945 

Dear John, 

1 am's ery glad you like B R I think it splendid Daily Herald readers w ont, 
unless i ou say it is a classic Which it is Funny their thinking j ou a Catholic 

I sa J IS It ss ise to settle Penelope near a Mosque ’ She is bound to fall in lo\ e with 
the Imam & she’s a teetotaller already 

As I told you I am writing her life under the disguise of St Helena’s I has en’t yet 
reached the middle Mystery Cult period She is 16, sexj, full of horse fantasies I 
want to get this nght Will you tell her to wmte to me fully about adolescent sex 
res enes connected w ith nding I has e no experience of such things, nor has Laura 1 ' 
make her always the horse & the consummation when the nder subdues her Is this 
correct? Please make her explain And is riding enough or must she be drisen ? Are 
spurs important or only leather-svork 

1 don’t much admire Piper’s work^ but knosv no one else If he’s too dear do you 
know anyone else to tr> ? I went to the Academy in the hope of spotting an 
architectural draughtsman but they were all assful 

Please send address of Edinburgh book shop svith illuminations 

I base duplicates of Day’s Parables of Jesus 46 ^ Want to swap? 

Vote for Pakenham^ the old boobs 


Es ely n 
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'IlicIktitmanswtrcmoMnrtoI arnhorouph Rcit«ii> nrJf Wansapc 

^ John Piper dre^ the illuslrations for llnJakruJRrx lufiJ liuf was tlrvsjitsficd and ncicr tubmiitc 
them to Wauph 

’Publishcdbs Wilham J)av, the Victotun liihopraphit firm 

‘Frank Pakenham was not returned at the (laicral I Ireimn as a l^tviuf mo but was aerated Baron 
Pakenham and became Parliamentarj Onder-Secrciat\ ol Slate in the Vk ar (IfTiee 


To A D PetfRS ^^'dc Pari Hotel 

28 June 1945 

Dear Pete, 

Thank }ou for jour letter 8, enclosure 

This sum of moncj is scrj large 1 do not see ihcadsantapc of making more than 
£5000 a year under present regime, that is to sa\ 2000 from Korda and jooo from 
USA Supposing USA totals ^15,000 in all, which seems Itkelj,’ that is fi\c jears 
salary Can it be fixed thus' Meanwhile eould you please sec whether 1 shall ha\c 
earned 5000 this y car by next April & if not pay into my account w hates cr is needed 
to make it up to that figure 

Yours 

Evelyn 

' Bndeshead Revisited was a Book Sociei) Choice and bcsi-sella in the United States 


To Laura Waugh [I^ndon-] 

[14 July 1945] 

Darling Laura, 

It was sweet ofyou to comefc stay with me I miss you very much I am afraid that 
in the agitation of getting you transporter luncheon I failed to thank you for all your 
patience and forbearance & to tell you how enormously I enjoy cd y our v isit 

Rest at peace about Ireland I will not, unless you change your mind, make you 
live at a distance with a sea-crossing from your children’s school I too hope we may 
find our home m the West of England 

I think it will be fun for him and a relief for y ou if I hav e Auberon to stay vs ith me 
dunng his holidays* We can fix times & details later Randolph & Pam’s nurse is 
able& willing to look after him for a week or so Winston is a year younger but I will 
give a lot of my time to educating him 

I love you very much I am just off to dine with Bnan Franks and, alas, Zoe t then 
to Berry Ball perhaps I svill wnte & tell you about it I do not deserv-e reproaches 
for being a bad correspondent 

All love 
Evelyn 

' At the house he was to share with Randolph Churchill at Ickleford, near Hitchin in Hertfordshire 
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To Laura Waugh [Hyde Park Hotel?] 

24 July [1945] 

Darling Laura 

Many thanks for sending me my laundrj' Also for your & Teresa’s letters 
I am sorry you wont come up for the election I should have thought Ann’s' came 
very near the requirements of a whiskenal party But there is no point in taking a 
long journey if you would not enjoy yourself at the end 

On Saturday I lunched with Diane == & the Cholmondeleys - a hemng & water - 
and fainting with hunger w'ent to the Wallace Collection with her I returned later to 
White’s to find Randolph playing drunken billiards with Ed at £50 a game & 
complaining that his ball gave out a droning sound when struck On Sunday I drove 
down to Hitchin to see Randolph’s house which has only the furniture which Pam 
chose not to take ^ My heart sank We have a lame cook but no other servants so far 
It IS presumed that the Melchetts'* will feed us whenever we are hungry I do not 
know the Melchetts so I do not know how well justified this presumption may be 
I dined with Malcolm Bullock^ at the Turf& went to bed early 
Yesterday I resumed my old round which will come to its end this week Nancy’s 
shop, Whites, Beefsteak, sleep. Whites, then a call with Basil on Angie Bed 3 am 
This morning a bottle of Basil’s champagne, luncheon with Bill Stirling, sleep It 
IS a very warm evening Now I shall have a bath and go Whites, Beefsteak 

I cannot git e clear instructions about Bron’s visit until I have seen more of the 
menage at Hitchin I think Winston comes in the latter half of the month for 10 days 
only 

Now that election results are imminent 1 have got qmte exated about them 

All my love 
Evelyn 

‘ Ann Qiartens (19:3- ) Mamed to Lord Rothermere 1945-52 See Appendix of Names 
^Ladj Diana Abdy 

’ The mamage of Pamela and Randolph Churchill was dissolved m 1946 

* Lord Mclchett (1898-1949) mamed m 1920 Amy Wilson 

* Malcolm Bullock (1890-1966) Conservative mp 1923-53 Created baronet 1954. 


To Laura WauG H Old Rectory, 

I August [1945] Ickleford, 

Hitchin, 

Herts 

Darling Laura, 

You will be surpnsed to hear how I employed this time yesterday - inspecting a 
herd of Red Polls and their luxurious quarters We went to luncheon with a 
neighbour variously named Audrey James-Coates-Marshall-Ficld-Plejdell- 
Bouvene' m a prettj (Lueen Anne house with a tutor lover & two pretty sons but 
whether Coates, Marshall-Fields, or Pleydell-Bouveries, search me A dehaous 
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luncheon & good wine Then the Red Polls, then back here 

I had been up to London for an almost sleepless night in Park Wcsl^ v\here 
Douglas, Mia, Chris and I celebrated Chris’s election ^ Douglas & I had it m mind 
to gne him advice about his proper conduct & appearance in Westminster but he 
was not receptive and I fear he is content to become a local rather than a national 

figure ^ 

Our cook has come, a frail gnome of eighty or ninetj broiight here under laisc 
pretences in the belief that there were other servants I dont think she will live long 
in the circumstances So far we have had enough to eat & I sleep well but the house is 
comfortless & the telephone rings too often Few of the doors have fastenings and 
the wind whistles through the house in Pixtonesque style I am verj cold Please 
send mj grey tweed herring-bone suit 

I am glad the sherry arrived Your ma wrote to thank for it 
Randolph has recovered his good spirits and is intent on fighting bye-elections ' 
I have had a letter from the nuns at Stinkers asking to be let off the rent for the last 
fortnight of their stay They leave on 12 September 

Basil has given me a ream of this high class pre-war paper ^ 

Do not forget or neglect to send my tweed suit 

All my love 
Evelyn 

’ Audrey James was mamed to Captain Muir Coats 1921-7, to Marshall Field 1930-34^ and to Peter 
Pleydell-Bouvene 1938-46 She died in 1968 Her sons were adopted 
^ Flats in Edgware Road 

^Chnstopher Hollis had been eleaed as a Conservative mp 
Randolph Churchill failed to get elected at Preston 
* Cheap lined foolscap 


To Tom Driberg ^ St James’Club 

II August 1945 

Dear Tom 

Many thanks for your card ‘Revised’ from an early edition for pnvate 
arculation which had an immodest scene between C Ryder & Celia in New York, 
also more of the father wLo took more than his due space, also more than 24 spelling 
mistakes m all languages 

My congratulations on retainmg your seat I rc)Oice that such swift justice befell 
Churchill for his betraykl of Poland & face the Hooper-Attlee terror with fortitude ^ 

Nancy Mitford sent me to see a very ugly picture you had bought I suggest it goes 
to the Maclean Youth Centre at Stalingrad I don’t see Reynold’s Neivs normally 
but Nancy showed me your article & the picture & I laughed more than I had done 
since I read J B Priestley’s contribution to Horizon French questionnaire 

Floreat Lanangia 
Evelyn 

' Qcment Attlee had formed a Labour Government on 26 July 1945 
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To Laura Waugh White’s 

25 August 1945 

Darling Laura 

I ha^e regretfully come to the conclusion that the boy Auberon is not yet a 
suitable companion for me 

Yesterday was a day of supreme self-sacnfice I fetched him from Highgate, took 
him up the dome of St Pauls, ga^ e him a packet of tnangular stamps, took him to 
luncheon at the Hjde Park Hotel, took him on the roof of the hotel, took him to 
Harrods & let him buy ^ ast quantities of to j s (dow n to your account) took him to tea 
with Maimie who gate him a pound and a box of matches, took him back to 
Highgate, in a state (myself not the boy) of extreme exhaustion My mother said 
‘Hat e you had a lovel) da\ ’’ He replied ‘A bit dull’ So that is the last time for some 
years I inconvenience myself for m> children You might rub that in to him 

I had a very enjoyable evening getting drunk at the House of Commons with 
Hollis 8c Fraser' and the widow Harrington^ (who is in love with me I think) 8c 
DnbergSc Nigel Birch ^ 8c Lord Morns'* and Anthony Head 8c my communist cousin 
Claud Cockbum 

Last night I dined with Maimie Vsevolode kept going to bed and coming down 
again 

London is fuller 8c noisier than ever 


All my love 
E\ elyn 

’Hugh Fraser (1918- ),brother of Lord Lo' at, had been elected as a Conseix ativ e mp Secretary of 
State for Air 1962-4 

'Kathleen Kennedt’s husband the Marquess of Hartington had been killed in the tsar 
'NigelBirch(1906- )hadbeenele«edasaConservatttc mp In 1970he ttas created Lord Rhvl 
‘Lord Moms (1903-75) Barrister 


To George Orwell' White’s 

30 August [1945] 

Dear Mr Orwell, 

I am most grateful to j ou for sending me a copy of your ingenious 8c delightful 
allegoiy’ 

It was, of course, one of the books I was seeking to buy, and, of course, finding 
sold-out ev erywhere 


Yours sincerely 
Evelyn Waugh 

' Enc Blair (1905-50) No ehst and essay 1st under the name George Orwell Form appeared in 

1945, A f/gAy-Four in 1949 He intended at the time of his death to wntc a studt of Waugh, using 
him as an example of the fallacy of the Marxist view that an can onlt be good if it is progressive 
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To A D Peters Piers G)urt * 

20 September 1945 

Dear Pete 

The answer to the antipodean offer of 1 ^]% for serial rights depends on the 
character of the journal If it is (a) a struggling litcrars rcMCW (b) a Githolic 
newspaper - corresponding to Horizon or Catholic Herald in this countrs - I 
accept 

If It IS a magazine specializing in fiction, a shin> pscudo-Amcncan beastliness, 
abo\e all if it is illustrated, I refuse 

Ifit IS just a small town esening paper or dail} newspaper, it is plainlv densors for 
them to offer less than they gi\ e their local hacks Do Australian journalists get paid 
less than a thousand w-ords' If so, and if the paper is respectable, let us accept 
But illustrations arc barred 

It is a great happiness to bounder my own roof but the difficulties ofhomc life are 
immense. It never stops raining and I have a heavy cold 

Yours 

Evelyn 

* Waughs moved in on 10 September, the nuns moved out on 12 September 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

25 September 1945 

Darling Nancy 

So I am back in my own home & dont give a fig for your Paris Not that I do not 
suffer The planners have diverted the village water supply so I spend most of the 
day carrying buckets of water from the well to the boilers['] The house is shabby & 
lacking many essential bits such as door keys The garden is a bombed-site jungle 
But there is a fair amount of wine in the cellar & heaps of books I forget having 
bought 

I went to London for one night for Philip Dunne’s w'edding' — the old number 
eight commando gang in force and champagne in cascades 

What I am really writing for is to keep a promise to your cousin Randolph He is 
as you know now correspondent for an American series of newspapers He wants 
what he (& other people) calls ‘contacts’ He has seen some of your well-known 
letters & wants some for himself Hewillpaytwoguineasaweekfora weekly letter I 
on t know if y ou w'ould do this I pass on the offer as he made it Your name would 
words would not be quoted He just wants gossip about Pans 
at e wntes only appears in U S A No shame, no effort If you like, wTite now 
your first letter to Whites 

, sorry you have not been able to rewnte the unsatisfactory section of your 
00 m time ort e first edition Start rewming it non? for the Penguins It is the 
difference (one of 1000 differences) between a real wnter& a journalist that she cares 
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to go on improving after the reviews are out & her friends have read it & there is 
nothing whate\ er to be gained by the extra w'ork Xhere is a very good theme in the 
Spanish refugees camp and it was vicious to falsifj the facts to make them fit The 
contrast of Linda with her manonal soup and port benefactions and her communist 
husband with his zeal to re-equip the militant workers for the class struggle in 
Mexico could be excellent It would gi%e point to her bewilderment that the 
Spanish gentry did nothing to help You could make a dramatic climax in the sailing 
of the e\acuation ship with the communists taking off the distressed families m 
order to pack it with international thugs 

To revert to Randolph He does not want you to reveal the state secrets of 
Fabnce^ nor yet to say what Millicent Duchess of Sutherland is doing to her villa 
Well you know what the boy will want 

The planners are making further cuts in paper imports 

Love from 
Evelyn 

' Philip Dunne mamed Audrey Rubin 18 September 

* The Pursutt of Lone, 1945 Waugh had looked at the manusenpt and made suggestions, including the 
title. 

^ Gaston Palel^skl (1901- ) Dtreaeur du Cabinet for de Gaulle 1943-6, remained loyal to de Gaulle 
and was President of the Constitutional Counol 1965-74 Nancy Mitford’s lover and the onginal of 
Fabncc in The Pursuit of Love 


To Randolph Churchill Piers Court 

8 October 1945 

This morning a rare and beautiful gift amved for me I thank you with all my 
heart The cigars would have been a keen pleasure at any time, doubly so now for I 
am living m conditions of Balkan austenty We have no servants, Laura broods 
despondently over the kitchen range and periodically raises columns of black 
smoke, announces that our meat ration has been inanerated, and drives me to 
dinner at a neighbouring inn Most of her day is spent in cooking potatoes for the 
poultry - 27 hens who lay three eggs a day between them The domestic hot water 
machine has burst and flooded the kitchen quarters We have had no hot water for a 
week But hungry and dirty as I am I shall now be content for an hour a day for 25 
days thanks to your munificence In 25 days my butler will be out of the army, the 
plumber will have put in a boiler, a cook may have been found and I may be 
equipped to invite you to visit me 

I come to London for the day on 26th of this month and will search White’s for 
you 
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To THE Editor of The Timfs* Piers Court 

18 December 1945 

Sir, - Strong tea with what Mr Dunlop describes as “a shot” of sodka is indeed a 
nauseating draught to those who are used to the fine wines of Titian and Velasquez 
M Saurat has the root of the matter but I think he does not draw the right 
conclusion “mankind is disillusioned with itself,” realizes it is incapable of the 
great feats of its ancestors, but instead of patiently relearning the forgotten lessons 
turns meanly towards “something new ” 

Sehor Picasso’s painting cannot be intelligentl j discussed in the terms used of the 
civilized masters Our confusion is due to his admirers’ constant use of an irrelcjant 
aesthetic vocabulary He can only be treated as crooners arc treated bj their 
devotees In the United States the adolescents, speaking of music, do not ask 
“What do you think of So-and-so^” They say “Docs So-and-so send you^” 
Modern art, whether it is Nazi oratory, band leadership, or painting, aims at a 
mesmeric tnck and achieves either total success or total failure The large number of 
otherwise cultured and intelligent people who lall \ ictims to Senor Picasso arc not 
posers They are genuinely ‘sent ’ It may seem preposterous to those of us who are 
immune, but the process is apparently harmless They emerge from their ecstasy as 
cultured and intelligent as ever We may eten envy them their experience But do 
not let us confuse it with the sober and elevating happiness which we derive from 
the great masters 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

EVELVN WAUGH 

' An exhibition of Picasso and Matisse opened at the Victona and Albert Museum on 5 December and 
caused a controsersy 


To Robin Campbell Piers Court 

27 December 1945 

My dear Robin, 

Many thanks for your letter which can only be answered by a complete apologia 
In bnef 

My letter to The Times newspaper' was far from being a hoax It was an attempt 
to defend fnends such as yourself from the charge of depravity and affectation I 
believe that we all have a secondary' and impure aesthetic sense Tennyson delighted 
in smutty doggerel, Ruskin in Kate Greenaway, Betjeman m chapels and so on I am 
keenly excited by 19th century book-illumination I suggested that Picasso-addicts 
were similarly moved - that the excitement was harmless Today I am not so sure 
ou haTC no doubt read Mr Hobson’s^ letter pnnted this morning He claims to 
have suffered the Aristotelian purge and further says that he emerged from Picasso’s 
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exhibition ‘da7cd’ and in a mood in x\hich he could ‘hardl> bear to look’ at the 
masterpieces of the middle apes and the renaissance An appalling and significant 
admission Mr Hobson s state is, of course, the \crv antithesis of purgation which 
must make all the perceptions sharper, the sense that the grass is greener and the 
birds singing moresweeth An experience which dazes and leases one blind toother 
beauties must be brutish 

To return to sour letter One must distinguish between uses of‘new’ There is 
the Easter sense in w hich all things arc made new in the risen Christ A tinj gleam of 
this IS reflected in all true art Exerj work of art is thus something new Just as 
within the moral framework there is space for infinite sanations of behasiour, so 
within the aesthetic framework Most so-called innoxators ha\c in fact thought 
thcmschcs rcMxalists, appealing to an earlier and purer xirtue against what thej 
consider the corruption of their immediate predecessors 

Picasso and his kind arc attempting something new in the sense of something 
different in kind Titian might hate thought Frith intolerabh common but he 
would haxc recognized that he was practising the same art as himself He could not 
think this of Picasso Chaucer, Henrx James and, xerx humbly, mjself arc 
practising the same art Miss Stem is not She is outside the world-order in which 
words ha\c a precise and ascertainable meaning and sentences a logical structure 
She IS acsthcticalix in the same position as, thcologicallx, a monal-sinner who has 
put himself outside the w orld order of God’s merex 

Picasso fails to be an artist in two essentials First, in communication He is hit- 
or-miss Nothing is more ludicrous than the posturing of a Sx cngali w ho fails to put 
his Trilbj under The onlx cnticisms x'ahd for him arc ‘Ooh, doesn’t it make xou 
feel funnj inside’ or ‘the fclloxx’s a charlatan’ \ ou do not hear people sax ‘I think 
the hand is coarseli, painted, but xxhat an exquisite angel’s head in the left hand 
comer And what a loxclx landscape through the xxandow ’ 

He fails. It seems, in the content Here I must judge at second hand because he 
fails entirclx to put me under, but his addicts tell me his message is one of Chaos and 
Despair That is not the message of art If it xxcre anx issue of the Daily Mirror 
xxould be a supreme aesthetic achicxemcnt You cannot excuse him bj saving it is 
the message of the age and at the same time den} that the age is decadent Go}a, 
incidentall}, xxas an exact contemporar} of Goethe 

It IS entirelx historical to bcliexc that cultures decline and expire I behexe 
Western culture to be in rapid deca} and that Picasso and Stein are glanng 
S}mptoms You haxc no authontx forsa}ingso)auntil} that‘there arc a fexx million 
} ears } et’ It is one of the determining conditions of our existence that it may end at 
anx moment, indixiduall} or gcnerall} but xxere it true, }Our assumption xvould 
hax e no bearing on the probabihtx of a new ice-age Incidental!} again, I behexe the 
sin the W^est is dx mg of to be Sloth not WYath as is popular!} assumed It requires 
constant effort to keep x\ ithin the \x orld order and our contemporaries are too lazy to 
make the effort 

Poor Beachcomber^ a man of high principle, a poet manque, xvhom an imprudent 
mamage has drawn into drudgery 1 shall not haxc his good reason if I dex elop his 
fexx defeas I w ould greatlx prefer to hax e his x irtues than Peter Watson’s 
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I hope jour Christmas \\as not undulj o\crcast b) the death of Lord Kejes^ 

Yours ever 
E\el>n 

I could write a great deal about primitives and Bj/antinc mosaics There is, I 
believe, a gram of truth in the functionalist chaff, aesthetic value is often the bj- 
product of the artist striv mg to do something else 

Did YOU see the exquisite replica of the Railiray Station on sale in Mount Street 
Will you )om the Beefsteak 

' Campbell had been prompted b) Waugh’*: letter to Th( Tmes to write defending the new Was it 
mean of Chaucer not to write like his predecessors' Is it mean of jou not to write like Henrj James 

He mentions his admiration for Frith, but describes him as an illustrator ‘Is Turner a w orse painter than 
Fnth because there is less Iiterar) content in his subject matter’ Please Esclyn do not become like 
Beachcomber It is most unhistoncal to feel all art came to an end some time ago and will neser 
rc\i\e Take heart there arc a few million years yet This is a period which docs not inspire sober and 
elevating happiness” - nor was that in which Goya worked 

Love 

Robin 

P S W^as your letter a hoax ’ 

2 G D Hobson, bibliographer and director of Sotheby’s 

’ J B Morton (1893-1979) Columnist in the Dmty Exprtss from 1924 Mamed Dr Mary O’Leary in 
1927 

■* Roger Keyes (1872-1945) Admiral of the Fleet 1930 Created Baron Kescs of Zeebrugge, 1943 
’ Waugh had been elected to this London club on 19 May 1944 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

5 January 1946 

Darling Nancy 

Death is not certain, blindness & baldness are Still it will save you from seeing 
Picasso & wigs are easier on girls than chaps 

Please, before your sight fails, order Mrs F Greene* to send you The Tablet and 
read my opening chapter of the life of the Empress Helena I want your opinion on 

It 

This Prod-worships is not healthy Clever perhaps- good no You must get a nun 
to nurse you through your fever She will explain what goodness is 

1 am very jealous of R Mortimer^ and Debo^ It was unfeeling of you to tell her 
he was like a w'lld beast She was clearly very much over excited before his visit I 
hope it was a bitter disappointment 

Picasso IS the head of the counter-hons I went to his disgusting exhibition to 
make sure Klee rather old-maidish & sweet in a finicky way It is a pity^ you do not 
read The Times Newspaper it has been full of tremendous art balls lately I have had 
a great fan mail about Picasso — all from Surrev 

Miss Hunter Dunn is a real person * Her sister is engaged to be married to a 
Major this morning 

^Alth your resistance weakened by so many dinners at the Dorchester the fever 
may prov e fatal 
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My two eldest children are here and a great bore The elder alternates between 
stnct theologj" & utter silences, the boy lit es for pleasure and is thought g great w it 
by his contemporanes I ha% e tned him drunk & I have tned him sober 

How nice to be able to read Proust m his own lingo I tned in Scottish and 
couldn’t get on at all Take Henrietta Temple (Disraeli) to the lazar house 

I have )ust got to w'ork again on Helena - now the Cinema company from w'hom I 
have been happilj drawing monej all these years suddenly demand my sen'ices It 
IS a great nuisance 

Yesterday I went to an excruaating Pantomime at Bnstol I asked Mana Teresa 
how' she had enjoyed it ‘All except the jokes, papa ’ 

In a moment of Chnstmas sentiment I wrote to the nuns who had this house 
dunng the war to sa^ I would let them off paying the damages & losses (assessed at 
£214 by the agents) The Mother Supenor wrote to say that she was ‘glad our little 
difficulty w'as forgotten’ 

Our nursery maid at Pixton has fallen ill so Laura goes off there next week leaving 
me alone here 

A chap I know was lately possessed by the devil and has wntten a very interesting 
account of the expenence 

I saw Bowra drunk in White’s with Smarty* Smarty never comes in now except 
on Saturdays when one is allowed a guest to luncheon 

The first thing Mana Teresa asked for on her amval from her middle class 
convent was a ‘serviette-nng’ 

Counter Hon Quennell behaved well about Love in his Daily Mail, I was glad to 
see I look for other renews but don’t see them Your cousin Ed’ thought the 
communist part particularly good 

Try not to die It is the strong ones who go under easiest 

Love 

Evelyn 

Death to Picasso the head of the Counter Hons 

'Mollj Fnese-Grcene had worLed at Heywood Hill’s bookshop since 1943 Handasjde Buchanan 
came in 1945 In 1948 they mamcd and in 1959 he became a partner 

* Prod 15 Peter Rodd, Nancy Mitford’s husband 
^ Raymond Mortimer, the literary critic 

* Deborah Mitford, now Marchioness of Harrington 
’ As well as the heromc of a poem by John Betjeman 

^ Short for Smartyboots, a nickname bestowed on Cynl Connolly by Virginia Woolf 
’ Lord Stanley 


To Penelope Betjeman Piers Court 

15 Januaiy [1946] 

Darling Penelope 

Man^ months ago I wTote to ask jour help with the hipporastic passages of my 
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life of Helena The Tablet had the fruits of my unaided in\cntion I should welcome 
detailed criticism The Empress loses her interest in such things when she is 
married I describe her as hunting in the morning after her wedding night feeling 
the saddle as comforting her wounded maidenhead Is that OK' After that she has 
no interest in sex 

I have one fan letter from a gentleman in Cheltenham named Meek Is he a chum 
of old London life days' 

1 think It impolite of you to say the story ‘came > our waj’ 1 sent it 

I also sent John a long letter & had no answer 

I lead a life of extreme ease, Laura one of martyrdom, milking, making beds, 
mucking out her horses The only servant in the house is m> pre war valet' Laura 
makes his bed & cooks his meals Mv two eldest children arc going to suitable 
schools, (one kept bj a conjuror named Dix^) the joungcr tv\o arc at their 
grandmothers 1 had the two elder here for Christmas & took them to Bristol 
pantomime My daughter complained there were too manj jokes So there were 

DEATH TO PICASSO THE KING OF THE COUNTERHONS 

I was puzzled to notice in The Times newspaper that there is in fact a familj 
named Hunter Dunn 

Love from 
Ev elyn 

Maurice comes to London as the Guinness girls used to come to Oxford to get 
drunk 

> EUwood 

^ F H R Dix, headmaster of All Hallows, was a member of the Magic Circle and sometimes did tncl^ 
for the boys 


To A D Peters Piers Court 

16 January 1946 

Dear Pete 

1 Welcome Home 

2 Ghastly about our cigars 

3 Death to Picasso 

4 I have to pay £500 to the socialists Have I got it^ 

5 Here are the contracts I know they cant force me to write but the dates may 
provoke them to send impudent letters By 1952 I may be writing nothing but blank 
verse dramas or theological tracts 

6 Thank you for the press-cuttings Im glad we have shaken ofFEdmund Wilson 
at last ' 

7 Why should Littlebrown not publish Campion in the Spring^ It is a book to 
cejMn pnnt & sell steadily for convent pnze-givmgs It needs no ballyhoo When 

the Going was Good^ does not deserve much notice It is simply a mopping-up 
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operation I have cut do^\n the length still further (sMth benefit) and it is now at the 
press 1 suggest we send Littlcbrown a set ofproofsassoonas thc\ arcasailablc& he 
publish in the autumn in a modest wa\ Is he going to gne the Jesuits an\ adsance 
on Ciim/Ufiii' Thc\ arc putting up some csccrable frescoes with the monc\ &. could 
use It on this deplorable work, at once 1 hear that Hollis &. Carter arc not as flush 
with their paper as is beliesed Can we persuade ans of the liberated nations to 
translate Campion' 

8 1 must come to London to get ms hair cut A. change books at the London 
Librars Probabls next week I will tell sou when 

9 ‘The Quest of the Empress Dowager’ is one third ssntten A. sers good No 
moncs in it for either of us Ms ss ish is to publish it in an edition dc grande luxe & 
perhaps repnnt for the general public in fisc or six sears time C^uld sou in odd 
moments sTiiff round A see if an} of the prisate presses - Golden Cockerel, 
Nonesuch etc. arc interested The sanks will think it awful If Littlejohn gets cocks 
ssc will send It to him as a nos cl 

10 1 had a sers as il letter from Sir Alex Korda s successor 1 ssould like to do ms 
scrsicc ssith him as soon as ‘The Quest is finished Sa} in Mas 

n LosetoHcnnc 

12 What made Alex Waugh sas that Robert Hennques^ ssas a good ssnter' 

13 Emils Eden wrote onls tssonoscls, both admirable, at thins scars intcrsal * 

"Vours eser 
Eselsn 

’Edmund Wilson (1895-1972) The Amencan cntic He discoicrcd Waugh in i94'i and found him 
Milclj to figure as the onlv first-class comic genius that has appeared in England since Bernard Shaw' 
h’ar '\arter, 4 March 1944 But Bndakead Rnitited which W'augh sent with a fnendU note before 
publication, came as a bitter blow to this cntic [it] turns out to be more or less disastrous’ New 
Yorker sjanuars 1946 

^Extraas from the trascl boots, with the exception of Robbery Under the Ijiw published in one 
solume in England and Amcnca, 1946 

’Roben Hennques(l905-67) Wntcrand farmer 

* The Semt-Detaehed House 1859 and The Semt-AUaehed Couple published in i860 but wntten in 
1830 


To Robert Henriques Piers ( 3 oun 

24januar} 1946 

Dear Robert, 

I am at w ork on a descnption of the Empress Helena’s \ isit to J crusalem in about 
330 AD M} authonties arc all either Christian or atheist Can you, I w'onder, put me 
onto any Jewish books in English that would help' What I need is a descnption of 
the Jews in Palestine after the dcstruaion of the temple and anything on the 
antiquities and authenticity of the sites Do you know anything^ 

Also, can you tell me anything about the Wandenng Jew? Is he purel} a 
mediaev al Chnstian legend or does he correspond to any tradition of your Faith ^ 
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Please forgive me for pestenng you in this v,a> 
mv acquaintance 


You are the onlj religious Jew of 

Yours ever 
E%el>n Waugh 


To Nancy Mitford 
28 January [1946] 


Piers Court 


Dear Nancj, 

My Imle tnp to London passed in a sort of mist Did I e\cr come to MSit you 
again after mj first sober afternoon If so, 1 presume 1 owe jou flowers I left a trail 
of stunted & frightfully expensn e hyaanths behind me On the last e\ cning I dimly 
remember a dinner party of cosmopolitan ladies where I think I must ha\e been 
conspicuous Were you there' I awoke with blood on my hands but found to my 
intense relief that it w as my own I sometimes think I am getting too old for this kind 
of thing 

I have just read an essay by a jew which explains the Mitford sobnety and other 
very peculiar manifestations of the family You all live on a single plane There is a 
luad diagram of a flight of stairs to explain this It is called Yogi & Qommisar IP I 
behev e this jew is a chum of S Boots Esq & all the little bootses 

Business I hav e got a working edition of Gibbon so only want 4to now Are y ou a 
newsagent' If so please send me Horizon, Polemic, Contact, and all the Boots & 
counter Boots journals regularly Please send E M Forster’s lecture reviewed by 
Desmond yesterday ^ 

Please send the two Penguin pamphlets about counterhon painters^ reviewed 
yesterday too {Sunday Times) 

Please get me sets of Cambndge Anaem Modem & Mediaev al History 
Also Oxford Books English & Victonan Verse 
Also Ehz Bowen’s book when published End of Business 
I was asked to tea by Andrew to meet Debo but had the decency to refuse She 
would have thought me a wilder beast than Mortimer 

I was sent a tiny box of completely unsmokable agars on which I had to pay a 
prodigious fine by whom do you think’ Sergeant P 

My great new friend B H Bennett has turned absolutely' beastly to me 
Sykes seems the main source of the tale that the Bootses hate your charming 
book I heard it several times but m each case traced it back to Sykes It is generally 
said in Whites that your dedication to the Polish fasast^ is a bhnd & that the real 
Fabnce is someone named Roy I gav e no opinion on this but nodded sagely 

I go today for two nights to my beloved Asquiths at Mells where osseoij is not 
mentioned 1 am taking my unhappy httle boy to his first boarding school He is 
going in a high state of pleasurable exatement poor beast I think he lives on one 
plane like the Mitfords 

Can you politely ask any of your Jewish friends whether they know the sources of 
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the Wandenng Jew legend^ Encyclopaedia Bnt is \ery weak on the subject I am 
introducing him (B Howard again) into the Helena book & would like to get the full 
facts 

1 saj IS this all right, I am bringing out a book of extracts from my traxel books & 
dedicating it to all the people the original books were dedicated to One was Diana 
Moslej Will she mind or be quite pleased ' Should I ask her ^ I can’t just say Diana 
because there is a second Diana (Cooper) so I ha\e to put Mosley & that means I 
haxe to put Brjan Mojnc It is a point of delicacy but perhaps I am scrupulous^ 

1 am having a x ery interesting correspondence w ith Mrs Betjeman about horses & 
sex Half of it gets confiscated in the post by the socialists 

Death to Picasso I had { of wild beast Mortimer’s article sent me by a press 
agency What these w ild beasts can’t realise is that Picasso is old and has been at his 
dirtv work for decades, so it is no use their saying ‘You cannot appreciate this 
glonous genius because he is New and you arc too crusted to receive new 
impressions ’ The pure clear witness against him grows with the years You are all 
cither dupes or traitors You arc a traitor 

Lox e from 
Ex elyn 

' Arthur Koestlcr, The Yogi and the Commissar, 1945 
^ The Developments of English Prose between tgtS and igjg 
’ Edward Burra by John Rothenstein and Victor Pasmore by Qi>e Bell 

* Gaston Palewsli 

* When the Going eras Good is dedicated to Bryan Moyne, Diana Mosley, Diana Cooper, Perry and 
Kitty Brotrnlow and the memory of Hazel Las cry 


To Mrs Reeve of Life Magazine^ Piers Court 

31 January 1946 

Dear Madam 

I have read your letter of yesterday with cunosity and re-read it with compassion 
1 am afraid you are unfamiliar with the laws of my country The situation is not that 
my co-operation is desirable, but that my permission is necessary, before you 
publish a senes of photographs illustrating my books I cannot find any phrase in 
your letter that can be construed as seeking permission 

You say “Without consulting you the project will be like blind flying” I assure 
you It will be far more hazardous I shall send a big blue incorruptible policeman to 
lock you up and the only “monumental” work Mr Scherman is likely to perform is 
breaking stones at Dartmoor (our Zing Zing) 

Yours faithfully, 

Evelyn Waugh 

‘A letter had amved informing Waugh that Life magazine planned ‘a photographic feature 
dramatizing charaaer and scenes from your novels we face a monumental job ’ 
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To Robert Henriques 
2 February 1946 


Piers Court 


Dear Robert, 

It IS very good of you to take so much trouble As a novelist you will know the 
kind of material I want 

How far, for instance, was Hadnan’s law putting Jerusalem out of bounds to Jews 
ever put into force? Did they begin to return by the third century? There seem to 
have been plenty about in the fourth century when the Emperor Julian began 
rebuilding the temple Were they living outside the prohibited area in affluence and 
secuntj ? And so on There are endless questions which the right books, if you can 
put me on to them, might solve The period is fascinating 

The Wandering Jew is plainly a fairy tale and in its modern Matheson Lang^ 
form is of reformation origin but there are glimpses of it in other shapes in the 
Christian middle ages I wondered if there was any parallel in your folk lore - a 
Jewish Rip-Van-Winkle? One often finds identical stories in widely separated 
mythologies 

I am delighted that you liked Brtdeshead I was pleased with it at the time but 
1 have been greatly shaken by its popularity in U S A 
My regards to your wife. 

Yours ever, 

Evelyn 

‘Matheson Lang (1879-1948) Actor who pla>ed Matthias in The Wandering Jew by Temple 
Thurston in 1920 The Jew was burnt at the stake 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

4Fcbruar) 1946 

Dearest Nancy, 

Since sending >ou a post-card today I purchased the New Statesman I thought 
‘Retds’' rev icw of v our book cgrcgiously silly both in praise & blame I love all the 
Mitford childhood, as jou know, but to single out the buffoon father while totally 
ignonng the unique children’s underground mov ement is brutish He calls j our one 
false character ‘a bnlliant sketch’- You know better than I how wTong he is about 
Fabnce The review imtatcd me greatly 1 wonder who it is who writes it Plairtlya 
homosevual, perhaps a Lesbian' 

1 looked at other page's of the paper & was astounded that you take it in I read 
Lddie jSackv llle-\^ est) describing the use of the word ‘brothel’ on the wireless as ‘a t 
rcfreMimg experience which spoke cloquentlv of the intelligence, sanity and good 
feeling of ordinarv people’ I re'ad ’Nothing can stop big Powers bullying their small 
rKichboiirs if they wish to do so’ Last time I had the paper m the house it was 

nling to attack Germany & Italy for no other reason I read the wild beast saying 
that Mr Sutherland’s painting ‘rivals butterflies wings in delicacy 
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The only thing that made any sense m the paper was a grovelling apology to a 
soldier they had insulted, but that had been dictated, presumably, by some 
intelligent solicitor 

How can you read it ? It explains all that modem trash that encumbers your shop 

Evelyn 

'Henri Reed (1914- ) Poet who worked for the BBC 

^Talbot, the middle-class communist m The Pursuit of Love 

^ Raymond Mortimer was reviewing The Approach to Painting by Thomas Bodkin 


To Lady Mary Lygon Piers Court 

4 February 1946 

Darling Blondy 

Thank you very much for your beautiful letter I long to see you I came to 
London for a day but beha\ed very badly owing to not being used to wine and I 
went to a dinner party of fashionable cosmopolitans & broke a brandy glass & cut my 
hand & a footman had to bandage it and I sat next to Serpent Laycock and I told her 
about a young gentleman who committed suiade by tying up his cock with catgut so 
that he could not pee and so burst & this sad true story instead of exciting 
compassion in the snake exated loathing of me though it was not I who tied up this 
young gentleman’s cock Then I kissed farter Mrs Maugham' and had to go away so 
I thought at least there is one person in the world who will not despise me for my 
pitiable condition & that is Captain Bennett so I went to his mean little room m his 
hotel but he despised me more than Snake and I thought God I have sunk low if I 
am despised for drunkenness by B H Bennett 

My book has been a great success in the United States which is upsetting because 
I thought It in good taste before and now I know it can’t be and I shall not even have 
much money on account of the New Deal & the late Mr Roosevelt and the socialists 
here taking it all away 

So Tom Vesey^ is dead RIP In August 1939 he laughed fit to bust his pants 
when I asked him to make me a soldier You’re far too old and soft he said Now he is 
dead & I am alive and kicking 

Your god-son behaved very well throughout his Chnstmas holidays so I have 
sent him to a boarding school for a reward The headmaster is named Mr Dix and he 
does conjuring tricks It is quite near where the railway bndge fell down yesterday 
so the papers tell me 

I think B H Bennett is intriguing to be made an alderman of the Citj of London 
that IS why he is so pompous & smug & wholly detestable My word if he becomes 
Lord Mayor we will mock his Show 

I am WTiting a v ery beautiful book about Penelope Betjeman’s early sev life called 
‘The Life of the Empress Helena’ 1 think Constantine is a Saint in your Church^ 
He IS a shit in my book so I expect you wtII be forbidden to read it 

I have a partndge and a woodcock for dinner tonight Laura is to have half the 
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partndjge Which is very generous of me but she does not often has c an} thing to cat 
and she works very hard and is soon to base another baby and if}ou cut it clevcrl} 
you can leave half the breast on one’s own half of the partridge I shall also let her 
have \ bottle of claret so it will be a lovely evening for her and I w ill has c ^ so it sv ill 
be lovely for me but there arc not many such cscnings in m} home 
There is a hill near here called Hetty Pcglcr’s Tump ' 

I svill be in London on 22nd of this month & svill try & see you and drass patterns 
with you for p work quilts 

I do not think a table made of butterfly’s wings svill stand very' hard wear unless it 
was a very big butterfly 

I hope you did not go & see the disgusting paintings by Picasso 
One good result of my humiliating success m U S A is that the publishers send 
me havana eigars I will bring you one They arc not very good but better than we 
are used to now 

This interesting coupon will enable you to wnte to America free or anywhere 
else A yank sent it to me hoping for an answer but did he get one, no 

I fell in love with a film aetress named Miss Todd dressed as a schoolgirl ^ 

Love and xxxs 
Bo 

' Syne Maugham 

* Thomas Vesey (1885-1946) Brother of the fifth Viscount 
^ The son of Helena is a saint in the Russian Orthodox Church 
^ Aim Todd in The Seventh Veil 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

5 February [1946] 

Darling Nancy 

I seem to write to you twice a day 

£2000 IS the least you should take, ^5000 the most you can hope for for film 
nghts It will be a lump sum, not royalties If you Were not a socialist I should advise 
you to have it paid in two instalments on Apr 6th 1947 and 1948 so that it does not 
all go to the State, but of course, that is what you like 

Whose balP W^y was I not asked^ Why was Quennell asked? He should not be 
allowed to see, let alone meet, still less criticise a debutante 

Ever since I bought that terrible socialist paper I have been haunted by the image 
of Eddie sitting night after night beside his loud-speaker with strained face, waiting 
for the word brothel At last his vigil is rewarded and his faith in the decency of 
common humanity is restored I know him so little It does not at all square with 
Uncle Davey^ I re-read his essay on Mr Sutherland last night & studied the 
butterfly plumage’ of the Penguin reproductions ^ 

You are all stark mad in London 


E 
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Commerce No books haNC come tho sc\cral 1 ordered v,ctc modern trash 
' In Tfit PursvK cfLo’-t 

‘Edward Sadvillt-Wra wrote a booV on Graham Sutherland tn the Pcnjmin Modem Pamtcrs senes 


To Life Magazine Piers Court 

7 February 1946 

Dear Mr Osborne 

I dont kmon how I hate p\cn jou and Mrs Rcc\c and Mr Scherman the 
impression that I seek populantt for my books among those who cannot read I hate 
tned to gite the literate all the information rhe\ need about mj characters If I hate 
failed, I don't belies c j ou can help me 

I am sure it is not sour fault and that you arc being bothered bj some boss in the 
United States Take hcan, he has forgotten all about it already I ssas once a 
journalist for sesen weeks and I knoss about bosses They arc solatilc creatures 
But if this preposterous project has become a fixed idea with the man and you 
would like to see me, by all means come I cannot ask you to stay as I has c no cook or 
housemaids, there is a neighbouring mn Hase you a bicycle^ 1 hsc sesen miles 
from Stroud station I am alss ay s here and can give y ou a glass of port on y our arris al 
and plenty of dry bread 
Please do not telephone 

Yours sincerely, 

Eselyn Waugh 


To A D Peters Piers Court 

25 February [1946] 

Dear Pete, 

I hase been bothered for some weeks by some yanks named Life & Time Their 
first modest suggestion was that I should supply the names of all the people from 
svhom the characters in my nos els svere drasvn & arrange for them to sit for their 
photographs No amount of rudeness has shaken off these pests & y esterday a feeble 
minded young man named Osborne arrived on my door-step Their present 
proposition IS more reasonable That I should ivnte them an article about my 
characters and supply help to an artist who will do sketches of them This I think I 
can honourably do I told the balmy fellow to apply to you for terms Make them 
stiff 1 am not particularly anxious to do it at all & would only do it for a sum that 
would leave an appreciable amount after tax was paid Can they arrange to pay it in 
this country' so as to avoid U S taxation ^ Can they pay it in kind 
Mr Osborne has an impediment in his speech perhaps due to dnnk 

Yours 

Evelyn 
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To Randolph Churchill 
[Apnl 1946] 


Piers Court 


'Notes on Nuremberg 

Surrealist spectacle Two buildings standing - a luxurj hotel & a luxur) la''- 
courts - amid acres of corpse scented rubble Kaiser William baroque hall, 
functional light, functional furniture, a continuous parrot-house chatter of 
interpreters Interpretation almost simultaneous Curious sensation of seeing two 
big men bullyragging & their \oices coming through the head phones in piping 
female tones with American accent Obvious iron} of Russian bullet-headed 
automata sitting on judges bench Russian delegation all in top boots epaulets, 
everyone else in plain clothes RussianS'Sit immobile listening hard, quite bemused, 
as strange as renaissance Venetian ambassadors at the court of Persia Whene%cr 
‘Russia’ IS spoken they all start guiltily & their spokesman leaps up to sa} ‘I protest 
that that question is anti-dcmocratic, irrcle\ant, fascist, cannibalistic & contrarv to 
the Atlantic charter ’ Then Lord Justice Lawrence’ (an entirely admirable man) 
says ‘It IS an entirely proper question’ and the trial proceeds The English arc top 
dogs Our lawyers six times abler than an}one else French & Yanks opcnl} 
adminng Only obvious cnminal in the dock is Kaltcnbrunncr^ who is a cross 
between Noel Coward & Fitzro} Maclean (in appearance) Gocring has much of 
Tito’s matronly appeal Ribbentrop waslikcasecd} schoolmaster being ragged He 
knows he doesn’t know the lesson & he knows the boys know He has just worked out 
the sum wrong on the blackboard & is being heckled He has lost his job but has 
pathetic hope that if he can hold out to the end of term he may get a ‘character’ to 
another worse school He lies quite instinctively & without motisc on quite 
unimportant points 

With SIX or seven exceptions the entire occupying force arc [preposterously’'] 
Jewish because the only Yanks who speak German arc first generation immigrants 
They spend the day photographing one another doing Nazi salutes on the rostrum 
at the Sports Palace 

Hundreds of languid, blase, highh painted, rather hideous }oung women- 
secretaries make continuous round of cocktail parties & dinner parties All in 
different comers of the same hotel ‘Oh dear I promised to go to the French and the 
Romanians & I must dress early for the Procurator General’s I must fl} ’ The flight 
is to cross the lounge to another group 

Unemployed hamsters enjoying a free holiday VIP 

Surprising esprit de corps among English lawyers The} are not at all blase 
Working very hard & believing their work historically important 

Please do not quote me m any sense which would seem to show me ungrateful to 
m} hosts or sceptical of their good work In fact please do not quote me at all 

GcofFrej Lawrence (1880-1971) President of the International Military Tribunal, Nuremberg, 
1945-6 Created Baron Oalscj in 1947 

Ernst Kaltenbrunner, Chief of Secret Police and so director of Himmler’s organization 
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To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

Maundy Thursday [18 Apnl] 1946 

Darling Nancy 

Pans was heaven but goodness it was exhausting It so much overexcites me 
nowadays to meet new people that I cannot sleep after it I should be neither genial 
nor genial after a second Thursday at Mme Bouquets I still he awake thinking of 
the adventuress who pouched the forks As for the Colonel, he is never out of [my] 
thoughts - the Beauty 

1 should like very much to know more of Quennell At five a m on my last 
morning he had a seizure brought on by sexual excess * Did he die of it? 

I delivered the nbbon at Corporal Hill’s ^ & had a avil letter of thanks from Mrs 
Fyiese-Green With Debo 1 was less successful I went to her slum & found her door 
surrounded by unemptied dustbins, dead flowers & empty bottles, all windows 
shut, a telephone nngmg unanswered upstairs - plainly the scene of a sex-murder 
so I w'ent away, wrote to her (to the scene of the outrage) saying the hat? was at 
White’s to be called for, but have heard nothing since 

The customs-men w'ere most obliging I had a big cargo by the time I left - 
millinary, champagne, cheese, scent, toys, etc They said ‘Lets call it a fiver’ 

I hav e put myself on a Belsen diet for Holy Week & feel alternately faint & funous 

All my children are here for the holidays - merry, affectionate, madly boring - 
except Harriet who has such an aversion to me that she screams when she catches 
sight of me a hundred yards away 

My garden is not at all like Sir Leicester Kroesig’s'* at the moment Laura has 
bought a minute tractor, like a doll’s pram, and has ploughed every av ailable rood 
up to the windows in order to grow kale & mangolds I run behind collecting bulbs 
in full flower as she turns them up I have been elected chairman of the Pansh 
Counal I have also been to a cocktail party where the smart hunting set were 
segregated from the dowdy village worthies m two rooms Laura & I were put in the 
dow dy room in spite of the fantasies in her hair 

Love from 
Evelyn 

‘ In fact a hangover 

^Heywood Hill 

^ A white felt hat with stuffed doves and feathers which Waugh selected, tned on and gave to Lady 
Hartington, who wrote ‘It mil be a giv er of conhdence when opening fetes ’ 

* ‘A lady water-colounst’s heaven, herbaceous borders, roeVenes and water-gardens were earned to 
a perfection of vulgantj and flaunted a not of huge and hideous flowers ’ The Pursuit of Love 


To Randolph Churchill Piers Court 

12 May 1946 

Dear Randolph 

You display the most exquisite delicacy' in your attentions The cheese reposes in 
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a temperature of 65°, npenmg gently When it comes to the table there will be tears 
of gratitude m my eyes & in Laura’s if I allow her a little piece Thank you very 
much 

Lord FitzWilham & Col Stirling are the chief movers in the cocacola plot * I am 
told the concoction causes insomnia, garrulity and early impotence Please 
denounce this obscene traffic 

Douglas Woodruff has been staying with me I mentioned to him that you 
maintain a network of overpaid informers I thought his ears pricked as though he 
might wish to enter your service 

Yours affectionately 
' Evelyn 

* Negotiations for the Coca Cola franchise for the north of England were not completed 


To Maurice Bowra Piers Court 

[May 1946] 

Dear Maurice 

An entirely delightful visit Thank you with all my heart 

I looked up effete It means primarily ‘having given birth’ The dictionary is 
an endless source of surprise and pleasure Lady Pakenham is the archetype of 
effeteness rather than E Sackville-West, it seems 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

8 June [1946] 

Darling Nancy 

I am off to Spam next week so will ydu please ask Prod & Picasso & Huxley and all 
your bolshie chums to postpone their invasion until the second week in July when it 
Will be all clear 

I suppose you will not come back to this country ^ You are very wise The food 
gets dreaner & drearier Today the Government are staging the most extraordinary 
masquerade^ Mr Attlee^ & Mr Chuter Edc* (they and no others of the Cabinet) are 
riving round London m a carriage borrowed from the King, representing 

t emsc ves to the lower classes as the men who won the war It seems an odd choice 

even or Mr Attlee as he could have found two or three colleagues who were at least 
doing some kind of work however mischievous But no Attlee & Ede it is Behind 
them follow a ramshackle troop of Brazilians, Mexicans, Egyptians (Egyptians') 
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Naafi waitresses etc All the builders erect grandstands & tnumphal arches for this 
exhibition of \ amt} 

The Stinchcombe Pansh Giuncil under my chairmanship voted that no 
celebrations were to be held here 

I ha\e been reading your Stanley letters® again wnth intense delight I think they 
should come out again soon If you would like it I w’lll mention it at Chapman & 
Halls I rather fa\ our an omnibus Would you be ready to wnte a new introduction 
The last was topical and subversiie 

I long to hear about your Amencan public Are y ou greatly troubled by admirers 
Do you want any money ^ I owe you I dont know how much for Debo’s hat Shall 
I tell that tncky looking frog who publishes for me, to make some cash over to yo^^ 
Would you like all my francs^ I don’t think there are many of them but y'ou are 
welcome to what there are It must be a great expense keeping the colonel® 

I went to Oxford for their Eights Week Debate & stayed with Maurice [Bowra] in 
complete comfort I should have thought my Union speech a great success if I had 
not heard the prev lous speakers & seen the audience falling off their benches with 
laughter at the most banal jokes Then they rolled about for me too but it was not so 
gratifying as if I had been the only speaker and not knowm how easy technicians are 
to amuse They all treated me with great respect & tenderness as a ghost from 
Sinister Street I liked that very much 

If Spender or Quennell do not blow me up I return from Spam m July & set up at 
Hyde Park Hotel 

I went to London once to get my hair cut & humed home aghast at all I saw I 
looked into your shop There was a woman like an elementary school teacher in your 
chair Handycrafts^ tned to make me pay 12 guineas for a book I had lately bought 
for 7/6 He has quite lost his reason about pnces Nothing under a tenner & most of 
his battered works £2$ or £50 

Graham Greene has gone to live in Kenya 

I hav e wntten a treatise on wine - v ery bad - for Vsevolode Maimie’s nasty little 
dog was kidnapped & held to ransom She paid up 
Laura has bought another cow & two pigs 
It never stops raining 

Do you know a v ery nice war hero called Bill Deakin ®' 

Can y ou get rubber corsets in Pans, Laura asks It is v ery important to have them 
after hav mg a baby ® If they are procurable do send her a pair by the next chap 
coming over I w ill try in Salamanca but I do not speak any Spanish so shopping w'lll 
be difficult Also my memory is that Spanish shops are never open 

Your god-daughter is wilfully backward & will not speak though her face is 
alive with malevolent intelhgence 

I think of y ou with compassion every' Thursday at 6 p m & w ith envy all the rest 
of the week 

Best love 
Evelyn 

' Nancy Mitford U\cd m France for the rest of her life 
* Victory Day Parade. 
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3 Clement Attlee, Pnme Mimster 1945-S1 

< J Chuter Ede, Home Secretary He had been Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Education 

i940*'45 

5 The Stanleys ofAlderley, edited by Nancy Mitford, 1934 There was a new edition in 1968 
^ Gaston Palewski 
’’ Handasyde Buchanan 

«FWDeakin (1913- ) Led first British Military Mission to Tito, May 1943 Warden of St 
Antony’s College, Oxford, 1950-68 Knighted 1975 
’ James was not bom until 30 June 
'“Hamet, just two 


To John Betjeman Piers Court 

II June [1946] 

My Dear John 

There is nothing painful about wnting letters provided one wntes nothing else I 
have given up work of all kind 

That IS one objection to the proposal you kindly make The whole suggestion is 
repugnant (a) to lunching with Mr Burns Where would he take me^ Some ghastly 
London restaurant & starve & poison me 1 have no doubt & expose me to insult from 
socialist servants & make me see women in trousers with hair like rubber sponges, 
and give me no wine No that would not do (b) Broadcasting, supposing it could be 
arranged without a visit to the Dorchester Hotel, would still be obnoxious You see 
the lower classes dont read books but they do listen to the wireless and when they 
hav e heard anyone speak they think this constitutes an introduction & warrants their 
leenng knowingly "Eard you on the air last night Mr Betjeman Our Gladys said 
Why if that isn’t Mr Betjemans voice and we looked it up in the paper and it was’ 

Of course in order to earn a living (ha ha) it is unavoidable that one exposes 
oneself to ndicule & obloquy now & then but the BBC pay so little & expect so much 
time & trouble that it is not worth while It is better to wnte occasionally for the 
magazines 

I have not forgiven you for deserting me at Oxford In your place they put a 
facetious negro ^ But 1 stayed two nights with Maurice in complete comfort, & 
bought a nice copy of Edmund Evans Chronicle of England^ for 3/6 at the Turl 
Bookshop, so the expedition was a success 

On Saturdav d v I go to Salamanca to celebrate the fourth century of the 
death of a Thomist philosopher^ whose name escapes me 

D Arcy on Lo\e^ much harder to understand than Nancy Mitford on same 
subject 

Americans ^^rIte to me by every post, O God 

My lo\c to Penelope 

1 shall be alone in London at Hyde Park Hotel all July Ask me out, take me 
about, draw me out of myself, show me how the other half of the world lives 
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Your nval re\iewer Quennell had a seizure brought on by sexual excess^ m the 
British Embassy Pans - the seizure was there not the excess 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

'Professor Fernando Hennques (1916-77) Director of Centre for Multi-racial Studies at Sussex 
Unitersm since 1964 Committed suiade in 1977 

* James Do>le, A Chronicle of England, 1864, pnnted by E\ans 
^ Francisco de Viuona (1485-1546) 

* Martin D’Arcy sj, The Mind and Heart of Love 1946 
’Hangoter 


To Laura Waugh Hotel Parador, 

18 June [1946] Condestable, 

Burgos 

Darling Laura, 

I am very much ashamed to have let three days pass without writing But they 
hate been terj' cunous dajs Instead of the pious & peaceful retreat at Salamanca 
which I expected I find myself whirled round Castile to a series of mayoral 
receptions conducted tours & endless drives in a decrepit charabanc The Pax 
Romana Congress is postponed a week so Douglas ’ & I have gate-crashed a quite 
different party of International junsts We are addressed always as Professors We 
hate sharp alternations of starvation & gluttony which hate knocked out two 
professors already but I am m good health & en)oy ing my self in a dazed kind of w ay 
Mary Campbell^ was on our aeroplane I taxed her with not hating answered your 
letter She lied & said she had never had it, gat e herself a w ay, recot ered w ith clumsy 
further lies& suffered, 1 think, in the process She was travelling with a tery pretty 
man rather like Robin I shall nor bring back much from Spain as the famine here is 
worse than England & pnees are enormous Even sherrt is as cxpcnsite in Madrid 
as in London The weather is delicious - not at all too hot The correct dress for a 
country outing is a suit of black broadcloth, stift white collar, no hat Vert odd No 
signs of Liz^ A Miss Cope was put in my charge by her mother (of Bramshill) but I 
hat c lost her since the first day ^ 

All mv love 
Ev cly n 

' Douglas Woodruff orpanircd the cxpediiion 
-Robin Campbell’s first wife, Mars Ormsb)-Gorc 

' ProbabK Lads Elirabcth Paget (191 (r-So) A niece of Lads Diana Cooper she had mamed Raimund 
son Hofmannstahl m 1939 

' Miss Cope ssas met by friends ’ Diana 
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To Nancy Mitford Hyde Park Hotel 

7 August [1946] 

Darling Nancj' 

M> last day m London & goodness I am pleased Without you at Hejwood Hills 
my days have been empty It is six vccks no\\ I have been sitting about in hotcls& 
clubs bored bored bored 

Last week was made hideous by the arrival of a Hunganan countess who 
pretended to be a French poet* An egocentric maniac with the eyes of a witch All 
the ladies fell at her feet to be hobbled over I understood it in tender creatures like 
Diana & Miss CapeH but when I found stout old hearts like Venctia’s^fc Daphne’s^ 
bleeding, dnpping oozing, I felt sick to the stomach She is the Spirit of France 
How I hate the French They arc sending us Camembert cheese made of UNRA 
dried milk It turns to chalk & moss instead of melting Also they arc deliberately 
destroying all the Rhine vineyards They have even stopped doing the one thing 
they arc good at - making wine - and mix it all up in milk churns & send it to us 
labelled ‘Burgundy’ & ‘Claret’, quite simply Down with the beastly French At 
least you have had the better taste to choose a Pole 

I have given a senes of champagne parties hoping to make some nice new 
fnends - old cronies turned up w ith gratifying rcgulanty but no one new Debo has 
disappeared from my life& heart 

I sent you my second barrel at Smarty boots® I think I shook out a few feathers 
His stock IS very low even in the Dorchester Hotel 

Randy has been roaring round insulting Lords Kcmslcy, Camrose & 
Rothermere ® 

I am rather keen on Miss Capel 

I went to a circus entirely run by half-witted boys Such a good idea They get on 
far better with the animals than sane people & tumble about as clowns with great 
senousness 

Is the Heath case^ reported in France It has been a very clever move by the 
soaahst government to take the housewife’s mind off her troubles Just as the 
French (Bah') did with Landru at the time of the massacre at Smyrna Strachey & 
Co got two loyal socialist girls & carved them up in the most imaginative way & are 
trying an airman who is the dead spit of Beverley Nichols for murder No one now 
mentions bread rationing or Palestine 

Very sad & shocking about Diane ® 

Maimie was burgled last night & lost 48 bottles of Pol Roget, 6 whiskey and a gold 
agarette case 

I ^nt with ^rry to the Marx brothers He fell fast asleep as he sat down & 
^Not le^^bk?^ disappointing 


Best love 

, ' Evelyn 

uisc de Vilmonn (1902-69) French poet, plaj-wnght and novelist Married Count Paul Palff> in 
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=June Capcl (1920- ) Mamed to Franz Osborn 1948-54, and to Lord Hutchinson since 1966 
^ Venctia Montagu 
' Viscountess Wejtnouth 

’ ‘Palinurus m Nevcr-Neser Land’, Waugh’s rc\ tew of Cvn! Connolij’s The Ungmei Grave, had been 
published in The Tablet on 27 Jul> ‘A Pilot All at Sea’ had appeared also m The Tablet on to Nosember, 
t 945 

‘Proprietors of the Sunday Times the Daily Telegraph and the Daily Mail 
’’ Nesnllc Heath was hanged in October for the murder of Margerj Gardner 
* Lady Duna Abdj had had a serious car acadent 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

26 August [1946] 

Darling Nancy 

Of course I revere saints I mentioned them not as a further cause of complaint 
but as the one good thing about the frogs But the saints, you see, are the opposite of 
modem French culture & they find it almost impossible to lead normal lives with 
their fellow countrymen, they have to go into convents or be missionaries The 
French are absolutely splendid missionanes 

They are not ‘low’ in the way Hindus & Egyptians & most Amencans are They 
are an mgenious & discnminating people who have deliberately chosen the evil way 
It comes out in anjThing they have done for centuries One typical manifestation is 
their giNing up everything that is meant by Chivalrj - which was onginally their 
invention But of course when they are touched by Grace they are all the nobler for 
the qualities that make them so very vile in their corruption 

Saints are people who have a peculiar intimacy with God and as a result give 
evidence of sublime virtues and usually of miraculous powers You can never 
understand them unless you start with God, then go to man as his creation - a 
special order of being with umque linutations, opportunities & obligauons Saints 
are simply men & women who have fulfilled their natural obligation which is to 
approach God It is in that that all mankind has a different nature from the rest of 
the animal kingdom 

There is no such thing as a ‘religious temperament’ or a ‘religious type’ Saints 
are as different from one another as it is possible for humans to be St Thomas 
More, Bernadette, John of the Cross, etc all wildly different But some nations, 
probably in providence because of their greater spiritual dangers, tend to produce 
more saints than others USA have not produced one except an Italian-bom 
immigrant^ France hundreds, of all types It is to make up for the Zolas & 
Gambettas^ & Martys & Picassos By the way a league has been formed ‘to 
counteract the e\^l influence of French painting’ Headquarters suitably at 
Kelmscott Manor I have joined you bet It is called ‘Rhodian’ Why ? 

I have just come back from a week-end at Pamela Berry’s ^ Very luxunous 
Betjeman came over & read poetry Most enjoyable I went to call on Peter Fleming 
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who lives next door Too extraordinary He is \cr> rich and has built himself the 
most hideous little Golders Green villa He farms 2000 acres & never has an egg or a 
pat of butter & lives on rations from the local Coopcrati%c Stores He dresses in 
khaki shorts & military shirt His wife* has had to lca\e the stage because they have 
no cook 

The Betjemans both put on Jaeger combinations on the i st of September & keep 
them on for all purposes until the 2nd week of Maj A horse sleeps in the kitchen 


What is a Me Cant find it in Cassells dictionarj' 


Daisy is said to has c taught Gerald B[cmcrs] to take cocaine 


Deauville is full of stranded chums who cant cash a cheque to get home 


The price of the vile French w'lnc they send us is 3 times what good wine was in 
1939 We all hate it The Camembert cheese are all made of chalk & nc\cr ripen do 
what one will to them No one here thinks them delicious but thc\ arc one better 
than Woolton-Strachey’s ‘Processed’ 


There IS a better Brogan than yours Colm* A brother^ 

Los e from 
Es elyn 

’ Mother Cabnni, born in Lombardj 1850, died in Chicago 1917 
^L6on Gambetta (1838-82) French republican pohtiaan 

^ Lady Pamela Berry (1914- ) Daughter of first Lord Birkenhead, married in 1936 Michael Bern 
who svas created Baron Hartwell in ig68 She lived at Oving House near Avlcsbun 

■* Celia Johnson (1908- ) She returned to the stage in the title role of i ijnan the next \ ear, after a h\ c- 

year absence during which she made several films including BnrJEncounter 

’ Marguerite, the daughter of the Due dc Decazes and the widow of Pnnee Jean de Bvoglic, mamed m 
T919 Reginald Fellowes (1884-1953) Her fortune derived from Singer sewing-machines Pubhazed as 
the best-dressed woman in the world Died 1962 

‘Colm Brogan (1902- ) Journalist in Glasgow until 1946, then in London Brother of Sir Denis 
Brogan the historian 


To A D Peters Piers Court 

[Received 23 September 1946] 

Dear Pete 

Thank you for your letter & The Bookseller The notice ought to annoy Sir 
Stanley Omon^ 

I should like to leave C & H lock stock & barrel but only for a firm like Macmillan 
I suppose that legally I am free to go as they have broken their contract by allowing 
the books to go out of print, but I should not wish to take advantage of this, nor 
would a respectable firm I imagine 
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If a deal could be arranged later by which I went to Macmillan or a firm of equal 
respectability, I should ■welcome it but it doesn’t seem likely Anyway I think we 
should wait a bit I shant have another novel for them for a few years anyway^ 

Yours 

Evelyn 

’ Sir Stanley Unwin (1884-1960) Chairman of Allen & Unwin In The Bookseller, 12 September, it 
was announced that Et el) n Waugh was retiring as a director of Chapman & Hall 

^ Waugh had protested about John McDougall, new to the firm, being promoted over F B Walker, 
who had been with them through the war McDougall became a lifelong fnend See Appendix of 
Names 


To A D Peters Piers Cbun 

3 October [1946] 

Dear Pete 

I have no msuperable artistic scruples about their filming any book except 
Brtdeshead I should greatly prefer, however, to be allowed to write all additional 
dialogue > 

I should like to take Laura for a jaunt to Hollywood in February The sort of offer 
I should find most attractive w'ould be a tax-free trip, lecture-free, with a minimum 
of work of any kind at the other end Luxury not honization is the thing And all 
trouble spared me of getting permits & booking cabins etc 

The sum paid beyond that is not of great interest I should like to have it by 
instalments if it is large With enough pocket money for us to do some shopping in 
New York 


Yours 

Evelyn 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

16 October [1946] 

Darling Nanej 

It w as indeed a bitter disappointment to us both to learn that w e shall not sec j ou 
My only consolation is that m\ water supply failed last night so that y our \ isit w ould 
not ha\e been comfortable 

I must beg y ou w ith all earnestness if wc arc to continue friends, ncN cr use the 
word ‘progressive’ in writing to me It upsets me more than ‘note paper’ upset your 
fastidious father It makes me sick and agitated for hours to read it Please please 
never again 
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There was so much I wanted to talk about & was keeping for your visit Now 
‘progressive’ has dried up all my sympathy I could have spoken w'lth feeling about 
Debo’s future love life 


I do not know your friend R Mortimer I understand [a line destroyed] to 
having our novels labelled historical After all they arc very literally dated 

I foresee great professional difficulties for you You have used your two great 
plots - Farve & Fabrice ^ You have set yourself up in a style of life which only 
continuous success can support You have isolated yourself among cosmopolitan 
nff-raff from the sufferings of your fellow countrymen What will you write about 
unless you make yourself a historical writer of the 20s ^ You might perhaps start a 
genre of San-Michele-Eltzabeth-and-her G Garden about exile in Pans ^ But must 
drop that dirty word ‘progressive’ if you are to do that How I wish you were back in 
Curzon Street No one departure has left such a yawning (literally) hole in London 
as yours 

I am anxious to emigrate, Laura to remain & face the century of the common man 
She is younger, braver & less imaginative than I If only they would start blowing 
the place up with their atoms 


My lecture at Bnstol was hell - to graduates of the University on book collecting 
A Catholic assembly I accepted as an act of piety The secretary said he would call 
for me at 6 45 and dnve me there Would you not have supposed that such an 
invitation included some sort of meaP I met him with a keen appetite from having 
dug all day ‘What time is our meeting ?’ ‘7 30 Plenty of time ’ So I lectured & a lot 
of Catholic ladies came& shook my hand trembling with hunger Then he drove me 
back, arriving here at 10 30 with not so much as a bun or a cup of coffee He was a 
perfectly civil, cultured young man It is just that those who have grown up since 
1939 have lost all idea of hospitality 

When you get back to Pans do wnte me a full account of all you have seen in 
England Boots [Cynl Connolly] 


I go to Eton at John Julius’s [Cooper] insistence to lecture to the Literary Society 
Perhaps I shall see Jonathan^ What is the news from him 
Did you hear any complaints of my behaviour at Debo’s ball ? 

How delighted the people in the Dorchester must have been to have that 
revolting cook & those insolent waiters on strike Hyde Park remained loyal 
I am wnting a dreary short story about Spain 

Harnet had been shown her tea-pot for the first time in preparation for your 
coming & was overjoyed with it Played with it continually Now it has been taken 

away again in 3 drawer in tissue paper until your next visit It is a comfort to 
think she will never be too old to enjoy it 

Is It not odd how Poppy [Thursby] goes to all funerals ? 

Virinnti j^*^^**^*^ come to Pans after Chnstmas Is Jt easy^ Can one just go to 
bv Hrl in a tram think I shall go to California in February I am bored here 
charartpr^ Country neighbours would talk like Jane Austen’s 

de Gaulle ^ hobbies Instead they all want to know about Molotov & 


What has become ofProdd? 
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Do wnte me a long informatix e letter I know you cant do it in London but from 
Pansjes’ 

Love 

E^elyn 

' The Punuit of Love contained portraits of her father (Farve) and Gaston Palewski (Fabncc) 

^Dr Axel Munthe, a Srsede who li\cd in Capn, wrote The Slory of San Michele, 1930 Elizabeth \on 
Amim (nee Beauchamp, later Ladj Russell) a New Zealander who lised in Germanj, wrote Elizabeth 
and her German Garden, 1898 

’Jonathan Guinness {193&- ) Son of Lord Mojme and Nancy’s sister Diana, later Lady Mosley 
Waugh’s godson Chairman of Monday Qub 1972-4. 

■* Scott-Kmg's Modem Europe, 1947 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

24 October [19463 

Darling Nancy 

It was charming of you to send Harriet the Walter Crane She was allowed a few 
minutes fasanated glimpse of it before it disappeared into my library She may be 
allowed to look at it again on Chnstmas day - also the tea pot At present she has two 
oyster shells which she bangs together in the stable yard for hours at a time m 
apparent contentment 

You used the accursed word ‘prog’ in connexion with Farve[^] The fact that you 
forget It convicts you of using it naturally It is Uke the beasts who still wnte to The 
Times newspaper ‘In these enhghtened days ’ Can I say nothing to convey to you 
the contempt u loathing wth which we English regard absentees like you and Prod 
who stir up class war and then bolt from the consequences of your frivolity and vice ? 
I think of abjunng the realm and becoming Insh Do you know anything of 
Gormanston Castle Co Meath now for sale^ Seat of Lord G , 20 miles from Dublin, 
near the sea It is advertised as having ‘Ballroom unfinished’ which nught be 
exquisitely romantic I am going over to see it soon & perhaps buy it 

It is really too disgusting about Ran’ - a man I love & respect Daphne^ rocks 
about crooning ‘Her mother was called Melanie’ Does Bndget ^ know her ? I should 
think that aad might expose the base metal 

Your literary future is insoluble I think You see even the most bookish & 
meditative minds, like A Huxley’s, decay m exile He never wrote a good novel after 
Antic Hay You are so topical and on the spot & so radically English that you must 
feed on a fresh English diet As an English observer thinking foreigners absurd you 
might be able to wnte about them As a cosmopolitan you are lost But I am relieved 
& delighted to hear that you can suppon yourself & Fabnce for another 2 years I 
imagmed he had swiped the whole kitty already As you say in 2 years anything may 
happen You may well return to us hke the Bolter^ babbling the jargon of the 30s 
‘Progressive Antisocial Fascist Workers Dear Mr Gollancz Mumch Picasso ’ 
You will be very welcome 
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I think an insuperable difficulty of your writing a book about the French is the 
conversational language Do you write idiomatic English and so make the characters 
English despite yourself or translate Gallicisms literally with scattered italic 
phrases ^ Henry James did the latter So did the Parisian dianst in the Bystander in 
the 20s I simply dont believe it is possible 

Next week I am 43 I have minded no birthday since my thirtieth Now I strain 
forward to senility 

I think you have a possible theme for another historical novel in thaStrand-on- 
the-Green^ world of BasiH& Ancaret’ & Silps[?] etc but I do not think it would be 
popular at the moment Avoid at all costs ‘Britain can take it’ and memories of how 
matey you were with the lower classes at the warden’s post 

I have two shots in my locker left My war novel and my autobiography I 
suppose they will see me out 

I go to the Cinema 4 times a week I suppose I have seen more bad films than any 
living man in the last six months I forget them like dreams the moment I leave the 
building 

Patrick Balfour is coming to stay to Laura’s horror 
My love to Bndget & my regards to Mrs Lubbock ® 

Love from 
Evelyn 

’ Earl of Antnm, an admirer of Louise de Vdmonn, whose mother was called Melanie 

* Viscountess Weymouth 

’ Lady Bndget Parsons (1907-72) Sister of the Earl of Rosse 

* In The Pursuit of Love 

’Nancy Mitford lived in Strand-on-thc-Green after she mamed Peter Rodd in 1933 
‘ Basil Murray 

’Ankaret Howard (1900-1945) First cousin of Basil Murray, she mamed William Jackson m 1927 
and was killed in a nding aondent 

Aselaidc Stanley (1906- ) A cousin of Nancy Mitford Mamed Maunce Lubbock in 1926 Her 
son Enc 'a-as a Liberal mp 1962-70 


To HenryYorke Piers Court 

[November 1946] 


My dear Henry, 

I have fimshed reading Back'^ with intense interest No one but you could have 
written it or any part of it (except the French pastiche of which hereafter) The 
ingenious symbolism - roses roses all the w'ay - excited envy & I delighted in the 
gra ua rea mg o dawn from madness to normality which could not have been 
^ ^ symbolizes for you a cosmic process which is entirely 

*^'i .V” n t e mamed & lived happy ever after’ was conclusive for your 
couple this time as it was not for that beastly butler 

hot w #. ^ ^ clearer whether m fact there was a marked physical likeness 

c ose 8c Nance She hints once that she is constantly plagued by being' 
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mistaken for the half sister but no one except Charlie seems to see it & then only 
when he is deranged 

The office scenes and the episode of the sccretarj seemed perfect In fact the 
stor> IS a tnumphant success 

From all this I must except the Grand Siccle interpolation A story within a 
stor} IS a tnek} de\ ice & I don’t think this comes off It is as if >ou wanted to show 
you can )olly well wnte with old world elegance if you care to - and you cant 
Sentences like ‘ as well bom as he, ill as he is as w ell’ are excruciating to me Apart 
from the jingle of it the syntax ‘well - ill - well* each time in different sense, ‘as - as - 
as-as’ all different again People did not write like that in civilized ages It is like the 
time you told me poor Andrew Scott was a ‘cunt’ 

I get encouraging reports of the house I am thinking of buying in Ireland so I 
think soon I shall shake off the dust of y our industrial state for ever 

You will think me a png of course for what I ha\e said abo\c Well I suppose I 
am 


Love to Dig 
Ex elyn 

* Henrj Green, Back, 1946 He had vmtten on 20 March praising Brtdeshead Rntsued though saj ing 
that the theme was ‘not easj for me How cunous it is that we should both now be writing on lines 
essentiaJl> odious to each other Me with sen ants and children [Lovtng, 1945] you with the dilemmas of 
the church ’ He wrote on 11 No\ember that he was ‘entirelj delighted that you thought the book a 
success 1 \alue your opinion and depend more than you know on your praise As to the French 
“pastiche” this is of course a translation from the onginal But I did have the greatest difficulty with the 
wording You are nght when you say 1 haven’t brought it off’ 


To Henry YorkE Piers Court 

12 November [1946] 

Dear Henry, 

I confess I hadn’t realized the ‘pastiche’ was authentic I hax e re-read it & find my 
credulity' strained As a matter of literary' morals should you not have put a note to 
this effect’ To introduce someone elses work into your own fiction seems to me 
reprehensible 

The story is deep as a well and wide as a church door without it If, as you kindly 
say, you value my opimon, do consider cumng it nght out Apart from its teeming 
inadequaaes, it is, surely, false to the main story to make James read any thing of 
that kind 

Laura and I greatly look fow ard to your visit The only thing that might interfere 
with It, IS our going to inspect the house in Ireland which I am thinking of buying 
But if we go It will be for only a day or two After i8th Dec all will be a slum here, 
with the return of my children from school, so come before then please 


Ev elyn 
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To Lady Mary Lygon Piers Court 

27 November [1946] 

Darling Blondy 

Please accept my congratulations on your election to the London Library - a 
position you have won for yourself by your valuable contribution to English Letters 
as the editress of Diversion * 

I hope you will always remember to behave with suitable decorum in those grave 
precincts Always go to the closet appointed for the purpose if you wish to make 
water Far too many female members have lately taken to squatting behind the 
Genealogy section Never write ‘balls’ with an indelible penal on the margins of the 
books provided Do not solicit the female libranans to acts of unnatural vice When 
very drunk it is permissible to fall into a light doze but not to sing Fireworks are 
always welcome in the reading-room but they should be of a kind likely to divert the 
older members rather than to cause permanent damage to the structure 

By observing a few simple rules such as the foregoing you will find yourself 
perfectly acceptable to the more amorous scholars who abound in the darkened 
bays 

I go shortly to Ireland to inspect a castle where I propose to immure my family I 
pass through London on my return journey on 6th of next month & hope to see you 

Chnstopher Sykes junior has wntten an exquisite life of Christopher Sykes 
senior^ 

Your godson^ told his headmaster that I had separated from Laura & ‘lived 
purely in Afnca’ 

I have to go under the surgeon’s knife in January for a painful, costly & indelicate 
operation 

There is a very beautiful character called Mr Cox'* at the London Library You 
must not make jokes about his name 


All my love 
BO 

' Diversion was a book edited by Lady Mary Lygon and Hester Chapman to raise money for the 
Yugoslav Relief Society 

^ Four Similes m Loyalty, 1946, concerned Robert Byron, the author’s great-uncle Chnstopher Sykes, 
Bahram Kimani and vanous members of the French Resistance 
^ Auberon Waugh 

■* Fredcnck Cox (1865-1955) Worked for seventy years at the London Library 


To Nancy Mitford p,ers Court 

27 November [1946] 

Darling Nancy 

I expect you have been very busy electioneenng for the communists & 

trans ipping Jewish terrorists to Palestine I hope you are gratified by your 
successes 
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I go to Ireland next week to inspect a castle where I hope to immure myself and 
familj Before that I have to go under the surgeons kmfe for a painful, costly & 
indelicate operation I cannot sa\ the v.ord, can I wnte it, uell - piles That is to be 
mj January For February' & March I go to Hollywood if the American ainl war* 
has not cut all communications Then I hope to my castle Have I told you about it ? 
Well I Mali when I ha\c seen it Rats leaMng sinkers or birds of delicate plumage 
migrating to a more genial climate - ho\\e\er you care to look at it 

Since I last wrote I ha\ e been on for me an adventurous round First to Oxford to 
wait on H E Cardinal Gnffin^ who is a Truman-Attlee-common-man I dined 
sumptuously wath Bowra the famous Stakhanovite^ (?) scholar Then to the 
Betjemans in a house which smelled like a village shop - oil, cheese, bacon, washing 
but the fare was not as frugal as Dorchester Hotel Harness literally everywhere 
Books to make Handy blink and seize a pencil & start w'lating £100 in each Nasty 
talk about protestant clergymen Then to Eton where at John Julius insistence I 
lectured to some bnght civil boys I met a dull master who worked in College. He 
said ‘Guinness has turned the comer’ Jonathan came to my lecture but I failed to 
recognize him so sent him a sov ereign The house masters wife with whom I stayed 
with very pretty with purple finger nails Then to London where it was just Whites 
& Hyde Park Hotel Pansy Lamb came to dinner - thin old half-starved clev er shy 
A beast called Rayner HeppenstalH tned to make me go a round of Europe to 
broadcast a message of Xmas goodwill Me of all people I said £300, he said so 
there the matter ended I wonder whom they will send 

Here I have entertained Patrick Balfour, very bland & plump & bureaucratic, 
zealously coming to terms with the socialist state Also Frank & Elizabeth 
Pakenham I think he is seeing a glimmering of the disaster ahead which he has 
worked so hard to bnng about S Boots Connolly has fled the country Some say 
from his debts I see he has hired a woman to attack me in his absence 

I let your god daughter see your tea pot once more It is in fragments She is 
becoming a droll little girl My son told his headmaster’s wife that it was no good 
wntmg to me as I had left his mother & ‘lived purely m Africa now’ 

Christopher Sykes has written an exquisite life of his great uncle and a lot of balls 
about the late Robert Byron 

I w as offered £50 for 50 words by a yank magazine on my favounte quotation If I 
go to Ireland money will once more recover some value I have wTitten a very very 
long short story about my trip to Spam 

Who is the Mr Rodd who has bought Buckland Abbey? 

How I dread Chnstmas The operating theatre & nursing home will come as a 
welcome treat after it 

Do you see Picasso every day? 

Yorke has w ntten a book called Back In the iraddle he mserts a long & irrelevant 
«c inelegant translation from the French Very mad He & Dig frequent the night 
club where Heath met poor old Marge * 

Best love from 
Evelyn 
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' A D Peters had written that Amcnca w as embarking ‘on the bloodiest strike in its historj Anything 
may happen ’ 

^Cardinal Gnffin (1899-1956) Archbishop of Westminster 
’ Exemplanly industrious Bowra had published four books in three years 
‘RayncrHcppcnstall (1911- ) Writer buc producer 1945-65 
’ Neville Heath met his v ictim Margery Gardner at the Panama Club 


To John Betjeman Piers Court 

22 December 1946 

My Dear John 

Thank you very much for your Xmas card & the promise of The Pavilion What 
you do not send & what I want very much is my article in Life * Please please send it 
back 

I have been painfully shocked by a brochure named ‘Five Sermons by Laymen’ 
Last time I met you you told me you did not believe in the Resurrection Now I find 
you expounding Protestant devotional practices from the pulpit This will not 
DO You should be thinking of St Thomas More not of Henry Moore 

I understand that Penelope means to purchase you a years respite from 
uncongenial work You must spend some of that time thinking It is no good saying 
I don’t happen to be logical’ Logic is simply the architecture of human reason If 
you try to base your life& hopes ondogical absurdities you will GO mad No one 
goes mad because he works in a factory & eats tinned food, as you suggest, though 
these acts are symptoms of unreason But people are going mad & talking balls to 
psychiatrists not because of accidents to the chamber-pot in the nursery, but 

because there is no logical structure to their beliefs Vide Smarty-Boots-Connolly 
passim 

Your ecclesiastical position is entirely without reason You cannot possibly be 
right Marxist-Atheists might be Zealous protestants may be (1 e It is possible to 
say that from the word go the Church was all wrong & had misunderstood 
everything Our Lord told them, & that it required a new Divine Dispensation in the 
sixteenth century to put people on the right track again That is just possible) What 
IS inconceivable is that Christ was made flesh in order to found a Church, that He 
rana ize is race m the sacraments, that He gave His promise to abide in the 
u 'xT of time, that He saw the Church as a human corporation, part of 

IS ystica 0 y, one with the Saints tnumphant — and then to point to a handful 
of homosexual curates and say ‘That is the true Church ’ 

1 tfi ^ ^ cannot both be nght But everj- argument you can put forward for your 

H ^^ hurch of England is a fortiori an argument for me This is so self- 

e\idcnt to me that I cannot expound it further 

regard the question of Orders as the crucial question Why ^ There is 
Church has valid orders. It IS probable that 
o ox a\ e, a so the vanous Eastern heretical bodies & the Ethiopians, it is 
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highly improbable that the Church of England has But even if thej had they would 
not be free of the frightful sins of heresy & schism Cranmer & Luther had valid 
orders Did Cahin' I don’t know But \ahd orders do not confer impeccability or 
infallibility Your communion would be sacnlcgious if it w'ere valid A Church is a 
corporate human association You cannot escape pollution from the blasphemous 
aberrations of most of )our clergy by forming a little clique (even among whom I 
believe the most preposterous heresies are current) 

You must not suppose that there is anything more than the most superficial 
resemblance between Catholics &Anglo-Catholics Thej may look alike to jou An 
Australian, however well-informed, simply cannot distinguish between a piece of 
Trust House timbering and a genuine Tudor Building, an Englishman however 
uncultured knows at once 

The true Church is unique & indivisible & nothing is remotely like it This may 
not be apparent from outside But I think more v lolence is done to the Mystical 
Body by those who imitate it than by those who frankly hate it 

You will find an enormous number of features of the Catholic Church that are 
repugnant to you, for the very reason that it is sui genens But I do implore you to 
spend your year in investigating Then it will be a Year of Grace You may not get 
another chance It w ould be a pity to go to hell because y ou prefer Henry Moore to 
Michelangelo 

THIS GOES FOR PENELOPE TOO 


Evelyn 

’ ‘Fanfare’, published in La/c in Apnl, 'nas an answer to his fan-mail, a defence of Bndeshead Rtcnsited 
and an anacl on his critics, in particular Eidmund Wilson 


To Randolph Churchill Piers Court 

22 December [1946] 

Dear Randolph, 

I am happy to say that you w'ere elected to the Beefsteak without a dissentient 
vote Hugh Sherwood addressed the committee in moving terms about your war 
heroism, the Duke of Devonshire sent a message that your chief charactenstic was 
pious deference to older men, I said you would not use the club very often On the 
opening of the box no blackball was discovered 

I have put this house on the market and am negoDating to buy a castle in 
Ireland where I hope to find brief shelter from the Attlee terror, but Hic non 
habemus manentem civutatem ^ 


' Here we ha\e no abiding cit\ 


Yours ev er 
Evelyn 



244 the letters of evelyn waugh 


To John Betjeman Hospital SS John & Elizabeth, 

g January 1947 NWS 


Dear John 

God forbid that I should pronounce damnation on the people of Wantage No 
one IS damned except by his own deliberate act Heresy is certainly one of the sins 
which can damn a man, but it is doubtful how many formal heretics really commit 
the sin of heresy - of seeing the truth and denying it Many hereditary heretics are in 
a state of invincible ignorance They may well receive some of the Grace & Mere)' of 
God I think It IS even possible that devout Moslems& Jews are allowed to approach 
God m prayer 

The reason I wrote to you as I did was because j'ou seem to me to be in a different 
position altogether — that you are being allowed to see a glimpse of the truth broad 
enough to damn you if you reject it now Intellectual doubt is the least of all the 
causes of infidelity Pnde, sloth & cowardice all contnbute more I have not myself 
met the Catholics you speak of who are subject to assaults of doubt I am sure they 
exist because there are Catholics of every kind There is certainly a stage in the 
mystical life (of which I know nothing) when many saints have had to wrestle with 
doubt for years But your doubts seem to me much more terre a terre They are the 
natural eruptions of a thoroughly bad intellectual constitution If you accept an 
absurdity, as you do in pretending the Church of Wantage is the Catholic Church, 
and luxuriate in sentimental raptures, you will naturally break out in boils & 
carbuncles & question the authentiaty of the Incarnation Catholics are irked by 
church disapline & puzzled by many logical problems but they do not, in my 
observation, have the sort of fundamental doubt you suffer from 

I have no paoence whatever with the plea of duty to a sinking ship If your group 
at Wantage are the Catholic Church they are not sinking They are one with the 
angels & saints tnumphant If they are sinking it is because they should never have 
put to sea There have been hundreds of mutinous ship loads in the last 2 thousand 
years who have set sail with a great hullaballoo & salutes of guns 4 centuries is about 
their life afloat Honour among thieves is comphaty in enme If you realise that you 

are in a pirate crew your only duty is to desert at once however endearing you find 
your ship mates 

^ death bed conversion Every hour you spend outside the 
urc is an our lost I well know the vast handicap of having started my Catholic 

1 c 27 years too ate mk what it must be like for poor Charles ii who only had a 
few minutes Catholic life' 


nrnt^^ t bclicve your wretched clergy have any faith themselves I met a number of 
n c ap ains in the war None showed any speaal knowledge except some 

mSTT ■ Tubingen 1870^ They had no grasp of 

orTeelmg’ in their opinions Chns Hollis 
Wells Cathedral Green 

combined with \otes of Wiltshire rectors 

>ou must Jotter for I am on a sick bed What I want really to say is that 

g )ourself time to take lessons in the rudiments of theology Don’t 
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follow emotions follow' reason The final step must be a step in the dark because you 
can ha\c no conception of what the Church is like until you see it from inside 
Father Devas at Farm Street- wfould be a good instructor in the catechism 
Remember that anything the mj sties wTote was w ntten from instde the Church All 
the structure & discipline of the Church is accepted as given, before they go on to 
higher speculations If jou read the utterances of the mystics from outside you w'lll 
miss the point & incur dangers So leave all that aside^ get the elementary' theology 
& history clear first After that every luxury of de\ otion is available 

Perhaps this is not even legible I will write again when my hand is steadier 
I am here another w'eek Pop in if you are passing ^ 

Evelyn 

' The Ebcihard-Karls UniNtrsitj Catholic Theological Facultj 

* Father Dev-as, erj quiet and simple and humble’, had gi\ en Hubert Duggan absolution at Waugh’s 
instigation The headquarters of the Jesuits m London is at Farm Street 

^ Betjeman's replies included the statement that ‘What I cannot believe - this is a far more permanent 
carbuncle (j ou vrould call it) than my occasional doubts about the Resurrection - is that the C of E is not 
part of the Catholic Church ’ 


To John Betjeman Hospital SS John & Elizabeth, 

14 January 1947 NWS 

My Dear John, 

Thank you for the handsome art publication What a lot of ladies you know 
named Myfanwy''' 1 suppose your poems bring you into correspondence with them 
I admire your article very much also Wests Not so keen on snails 

I am no expert on Anglican orders It has never seemed to me an important 
question It is certainly one on which we cannot get an infallible answer this side of 
the grave The papal condemnation is simply their expert opinion I do not even 
know what you believe their authentiaty denves from - some renegade Dalmatian 
Bishop in the middle of the seventeenth century is it not ^ I don’t know either how 
they jumped the two hundred years to Pusey^ etc Plainly ‘intention’ is an essential 
part of ordination Otherwise it becomes simply magic like the people in fairy stones 
v/ho rub a lamp by chance & find a genie at the elbow Do you senously believe that 
those penwigged 18th-century bishops intended to produce sacnficing pnests^ Do 
you believe that a genuine Bishop repeating the words of ordination in a hypnotic 
trance would produce a pnest ? Whether any tnckle of divine power survived the 
reformation & when preasely it petered out are questions of fact to which there is no 
answer because the evidence is lacking Anyway I don’t see the importance Almost 
all the great heresiarchs have had valid orders - Anus ^ etc 

Because the validity of a sacrament is objective not subjectiv e, the personal virtue 
of the priest does not affect it It would clearly be insane to think that Fr A’s wafer 
was more the Body of Our Lord than Fr B’s because Fr A is the worthier man Thus 
a pnest in mortal sin can say mass & give valid communion to a man also in mortal 
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Sin to the damnation of them both, whether the mortal sm is adultery or heresy 
I can’t write the history of the Church of England for you but I presume we agree 
that it came into existence through a mixture of political, economic & domestic 
causes The apostate priests who founded it and its earliest ministers were driven by 
a typical English confusion of wrong opinions culled from Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, 
etc In order to achieve some sort of shape they accepted the principle that the King 
was the supreme temporal & spiritual authority & that his decisions on doctnne were 
the tests of orthodoxy And to this day the head of your church becomes a 
Presbyterian the moment he crosses the Tweed You would also agree, I take it, that 
many of your clergy, higher & lower, entertain extravagantly eccentric notions You 
say that 2 to i are what you call Catholic I am astounded, but I do not know many 
parsons & you know thousands so I must believe you I was educated at Lancing 
which was said to be the most ‘Catholic’ protestant school Many of the clergymen- 
masters were devout & virtuous but none at all like priests The various chaplains I 
met in the war seemed to have no sense of the supernatural at all I think the 
difference is that you genuinely don’t know what Catholicism means It is as I 
described it before in companng you to an Australian unable to recognize the marks 
of genuine architecture 

Perhaps I was wrong to speak of a small group of homosexual curates No doubt 
there are thousands of them at the moment but they are still a pretty small group 
when assembled with all their colleagues since the Act of Supremacy And where 
are their Saints & Miracles To call these people priests is like saying ‘Be a saint (or 
angel) and fill my glass as you’re up*’ 

What you are saying is ‘When I am convinced of error I will receive instruction’ 
Are you expecting a divine revelation like Paul’s It is very presumptuous How can 
^ou be convinced of error without instruction' And ho\\ can you expect a Coi\Icv 
Father^ to instruct you in the truth which he lacks himself You say, ‘What more can 
I learn at Farm Street than I learn at Wantage already*” I say ‘everything’ But if 
you feel it disloyal to take instruction while you still have a ‘confessor’ I suggest this 
Go to a Roman Catholic priest (I recommend Devas) and say to him ‘Don’t teach 
me anything specifically anti-Anglican at the moment Just go through the creeds 
with me& the catechism Teach me the morals & the faith which I believe we have in 
common’ Then when you have had a few months of that ask yourself seriously ‘Is 
this the Faith of Wantage or is there something here radically different^’ I am sure 
>ou w ill peep into a different world 

But even if jou see some similarities you still have to answer the question ‘What 
arc the Wantage group doing in the same galley as the Coventry Group ''’If yours is 
a Church at all, which I don’t think it is, it is a living corporation We are members 
one of another and by adherence to Bishop Barnes etc I am doing public violence to 
my con\ictions 

All this waiting for God’s good time’ is intolerably wet Time is a human 
conception & limitation We make God’s time for him 

Almost c\ cry one who becomes a Catholic makes sacrifices Some \ery large ones 
’i ours I think would be greater than most for you have built your life& Ieaming& art 
roun the hurch of England I can well understand your reluctance to start a new' 
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life in nuddle-agc wth every literary 8f aesthetic predilection the other way It is 
easy to say ‘Well I’ll just wait until an Archangel is sent to make the announcement 
to me personally in God’s good time Meanwhile I’ll believe in the Incarnation on 
two days a week and continue my catalogue of Anglican Churches ’ 

Finally, do consider my first letter (i) We may both be wrong (2) We can’t both 
be nght (3) You cannot be right and I WTong (4) If I am right you are wrong Which 
of these statements do you deny ^ A real protestant could deny 3 But your Wantage 
waifs don’t and can’t 

But there is ten years painful transition ahead for y ou if you decide to follow your 
mind instead of your emotions You may shirk them ^ 

Evelyn 

' The onlj Sir John Bct|cnian remembers is Mjfanw^ Evans who mamed the piainter John 

Piper in 1935 

*te Anglo-Githohasm 

^ A pnest in the diocese of Alexandria at the beginning of the fourth century w ho did not belicv e in the 
divnnitj of Christ 

* Anglican order founded in 1865 

* Betjeman replied with a short letter on 23 January saying, ‘All I can do now is to read pray and study 
the life of our Lord That I am doing I feel that it is not so much a matter of which church, as of loving 
God and I still think of us as both right ’ 


To A.D Peters Beverley Hills Hotel & Bungalows, 

6 March [1947] Beverly Hills, 

California ' 

Dear Pete 

Thanks to Charles MendF, no thanks to MGM, I have at last got a fairly decent 
set of rooms 

I have had a telephone call from Knox’s agent & frozen him out 

I am entirely obsessed by Forest Lawns & plan a long short story about it I go 
there two or three times a week, am on easy terms w ith the chief embalmer & next 
week am to lunch with Dr Hubert eaton himself It is an entirely unique place - 
the only thing m California that is not a copy of something else It is wonderful 
hterary raw matenal Aldous [Huxlev] flirted with it in After Many A Summer^ but 
only with the superficialities I am at the heart of it It will be a very good story 

MGM bore me w hen I see them but I dont see them much ^ They have been a 
help in getting me introductions to mortiaans who are the only people worth 
knowing 

Soaal life gay & refined Not as generally desenbed Laura returns on ^ £ 
sailing 22nd Probably I go with her 

Mr Mayer^ cried when his horses were sold 

Did you know that the cadaver was referred to as ‘the loved one’ at F L I have 
seen dozens of loved ones half painted before the bereaved family saw them In the 
Church of the Recessional at F L they have Enid Jones National Velvet m a glass 
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case with a nonce saying that it is comparable to Alice in IVnnderhnd tc was 
inspired by Rottingdcan Church from which the Church of the Recessional 
denves ^ 

I will try & get one of Eatons books signed for you 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

Randolph came for two days& behaved abominably I thought he could never shock 
me any more but he did Brutishly drunk all the time, soliciting respectable women 
at luncheon parties etc His lecture, to which we went at Pasadena, was surprisingly 
good considenng the grave condition he was m He mocked the Jews to the sound of 
applause I was not the least anti-Scmitic before I came here I am now It is 
intolerable to see them enjoying themselves 

The news that weekly papers have closed down in England brought the cnsis 
home to us as nothing else had 

‘ On 27 January Waugh sailed for New York and on 6 Fcbruaiy he reached Los Angeles MGM were 
paying his expenses in order to discuss making a film of Bndeshead Remsued 

*Sir Charles Mendl (1871-1958) Press attachi at the Bntish Embass) in Pans i92fi-40 Mamed to 
Elsie dc Wolfe 1926-50 
’ Published m 1939 

♦ Waugh eventually turned down an offer of 8125,000 for the film nghts of Bndeshead Remstied 
*LouisB Mayer (1885-1957) Vice-president and general manager of MGM 

®EnidBagnold (1889- ) Wnter ShemamcdSirRodenckJonesm i92o,!iscdncarRottmgdean 

in Sussex and wrote National Velvet in 1935 

’’ The intense and prolonged cold of the winter of 1947 caused power cuts 


To John Betjeman 
[2? Apnl 1947] 

Dear John 

Just back from Hollywood Did you ever get the Forest Lawn alburn^ 

Thank you for the civU things you say of me in Strand magazine but why do you 
persist in cutting down my Catholic life I was received in 1930 
O Lancaster s sketch good m conception but poor in execution 
I am obsessed by amencan morticians (undertakers) and am starting a book about 
them 

Do you feel disposed to come on a house-hunting jaunt in Ireland with me at my 
expense soon after Easter? 

1 can’t sleep Can you ? 

Awful about your obduracy in schism and heresy Hell hell hell Eternal 
damnation 

Love to Penelope 


Evelyn 
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To THE Editor of The Times [Piers Court’Ji 

[17 Apnl 1947] 

FOREIGN TRAVEL FOR "V OUNG W RITERS 

Sir, - I trust that Mr Maugham has squared the police before disclosing his 
purpose of giving £500 yearly to a young writer to be spent in foreign travel, 
othermse he will find his proteges, and perhaps himself, in chokey 

Supposing that the plan has state sanction, does Mr Maugham realize what a 
hugetemptauon he is putting before elderly vvntcrs' To have £500 of our own - let 
alone of Mr Maugham’s - to spend abroad is bej'ond our dreams We may not even 
spend th^ royalties on our translationsin the countnes where they are earned What 
will w'e not do to qualify for Mr Maugham’s munificence^ What forging of birth 
certificates, dyeing of whiskers, and lifting of faces’ To what parodies of 
expenmental styles wnll w e not push our expenenced pens’ 

Your obedient serv'ant, 

, EVELYN WAUGH 

* Waugh had returned from the United States on 7 Apn! 


To Douglas Woodruff White’s 

[8 May 1947] 

Dear Douglas 

I was most surpnsed to learn from Speaight* that you are only now 50 I always 
supposed that when you came to Oxford, after your retirement from the Dutch 
consular serv ice, you were at least that age It is a great thing to be old and I am sorry 
you are not older Still you have definitelj passed the watershed & that is everything 
Downhill now all the way into deep pasture & long evening shadows I am still 
struggling up the last false crest & salute your vanishing silhouette 

Speaight’s austenty dinner wall be a sad occasion for all but I will loyally attend 
Meanwhile here is a birthday present Maurice gave to Venetia [Montagu], from her 
as wedding present to Randolph, bought from him by me at the break up of his 
domestic life, now to you - a vaned history 

Yours 

, p Evelyn 

Robert Speaight (1904-76) Actor and author 


To John Betjeman 

[May 1947] 1 


Dear John 

I wish you had come wath me to Ireland I saw three houses a day for a vteek and 
ave boiled down the choice to three - Kiltinan, Tipperary, a romantic slum, 
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Lisna\agh, Carlow, a practical Earl) Victorian Collegiate building, and a fine ugl) 
1870 Italianatc \illa on Lough Derg called SIc\)rc, the home, bclic\c it or not, of 
General Sir William Hickey Lord Wicklow tried to a\oid me but failed When 
trapped he showed me a letter of )ours from which it is plain that vou ha\c refused 
the aid I suggested in o\ ercoming the pit dug for ) ou b) Di\ ^ I am appalled b) the 
danger of your position You have seen the light & rejected it 

Can you not see how preposterous it is to go for ad\icc to the scry people whose 
position IS in question'I sa\ ‘They are impostors& I can prove it’ You say ‘Weill 
must ask them first whether it is all right to examine the proofs’ 

One deep root of error is that you regard religion as the source of pleasurable 
cmotions& sensations and ask the question ‘Am I not getting just as much out of the 
Church of England as I should from CatholicismThe question should be ‘W hat 
am I giving to GodNothing less than complete abandonment is any good His will 
is plain as a pikestaff that there shall be one fold & one shepherd and you spend all 
y our time perpetuating a sixteenth century nft & influencing others to perpetuate it 
I wouldnt give a thrushs egg for your chances of salvation at the moment ^ 

i. 

Yours 

Evelyn 

' Penelope Betjeman had written to Waugh in April 
‘Dearest E\cljn 

I am very grateful to you for writing those letters to John tho’ it is very disloval of me to write to 
you and say that still I hope you will pray very hard indeed dunng the next few weeks for him because 
he IS in a dreadful state he thinks you are the devil and wakes up in the middle of the night and raves 
and says he will leave me at once if 1 go over However put yourself in his position suppose Laura 
were to wake up and say to you tomorrow morning‘I have had a revelation of the truth it is only to 
be found in A Huxley s Yogibogi sect, I shall join it ’ You would not unnaturally be a little put out 
You might even threaten to leave the old girl should she persist Well John feels just like that He 
thinks ROMAN CatholiCTsm is a foreign relipon which has no nght to set up in this countrv, let alone 
try to make converts from what he regards as the true catholic church of the country Your letters 
have brought It out in a remarkable way ’ 

2 Dorn Gregory Dix, Anglican Benedictine and high-church thcolopan 

^John Betjeman replied ‘ It would be far eaiirr (but against my conscience) to become R C Form 
tins village, which has no Nonconformist Chajjel the onlv bulwark against complete paganism is the 
Church and its chief supponers are Penelope and me 1 n villages people still follow a lead I know 
that to desert this wounded neglected Church would be to betray our Lord Really you are quite wrong m 
thinking that 1 regard religion as “the source of pleasurable emoUons and sensations” ’ 


To John Betjeman 

[28 May 1Q47] 

Postcard 


Piers Court 


ind worm, 'vho arc you to lead' You should humbly follow If village life is an 
dcscrt^^ ^ ^ from it & mortify yourself in Park West^ like the fathers in the 

have almost decided to purchase Lisnavagh, a large early Victorian baronial 
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mansion near Rathvilly I feel a foreigner m Stinchcombe and but for Laura would 
go further afield to Africa Hic non habemus manentem civitatem 

E 


The physical pnvations in Ireland are as bad as the English 
’ Flits m Edgware Road 'where the Woodrufls and some of the Actons lived 


To Nancy Mitford 

Thursday in Whitsun Week [29 May] 1947 

Darling Nancy 

What exquisite presents you do find for your godchild The writing paper and 
onvelopes have been shown to Hattie, causing her to chuckle with pleasure, & then 
locked asvay for a few years until she can write and thank you herself Everything 
you send her should form her taste and help to make her such a desirable girl as you 
desenbe 

At present she refuses her food and yells when handed to the nursery maid 
I expect that your work at the studio will take many months 
Did I tell you I had practically decided on my Insh house - a large prosaic Early 
Viaonan baronial mansion in flat hunting country' near Dublin and Ld Fitzwilham 
The romantic castle was condemned by the architect I sent to vet it, as monbund 
I do not think that all my teasing has brought home your beastliness to y'ou Do 
you not realise you are the most hated woman in England and the reason is not that 
you have moved to France but that you voted socialist Beast What is more you 
made a secret soaalist cell of your shop in Curzon Street introducing Handycraft 
who IS red too — next door to Trumpers^ 

Come soon 

Love E 

‘ N\'here Waugh had his hair cut 


To Lady Mary Lygon Piers Court 

I June (Glpnous ist) [1947] 

Darling 

It was \ ery nice to have a letter from you but I couldnt understand a ord 
Who has said what about whom going to Ireland ’ 

What Marchioness ? Bath, I suppose, it alwaj s is 

Then you say you are going to Broads Do you know what Broads means in 
American Something feelthv Do they make Norfolk flatter^ 

I too have Voyages oj Destiny Very hard to keep from little Laura 
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Your G-son goes back to school on Monday Wc had his eyes taken out& put back 
again straight & now he is prettier Sykes’s delinquent child ran away from his 
school 

Did you see P Rodd’s sadistic exposures in Nem Statesman}^ If you are to be 
friends with Mrs Attlee ^ you must read that paper & talk about flogging 

This paper is very dirty It is the last sheet in the house Soon I will have paper 
printed with lisnavagh Co (County not Company) carlow on it That is to be 
my Highclere 

Did Poll tell you we found Bob Osmonde alive again exhibiting his good taste 
engravings at R Academy, so I may get a picture of lisnavagh before he pops off 
I have given up smoking cigars except on feasts of the Church except when I have 
a guest to smoke one with me so please come & do so 

My Highclere has 22 bed rooms 5 baths 12 acres of‘pleasure’ grounds - what 
pleasures, and a ‘luggage entrance ’ But it is not yet mine as I have not sold this little 
Sans Soua was that where Col Wigham was he Wigham lived ^ I mean the man 
whose R & J Lady S spoiled Mon Repos? Petit Tnanon? What was it called?^ 

I am writing a beautiful tale about corpses Very seasonable weather for it 
Mrs Sykes came to stay & was terribly sick in the night and in consequence never 
wrote to thank little Laura for her kind hospitality 
I must soon have my hair cut 

Will you go to Ld FitzWilliam’s Derby-orgy? I said no on account of my new 
ascetic hfe 

Have you explained to Bennett why I will never speak to him again ? 

Sykes took me to tea with Sir Max Beerbohm It was a great honour Would you 
greatly appreciate it if I gave you a book of his named Things Nem and Old 

Love xxxxxxxx 
Bo 

-* Peter Rodd wrote in a letter concerning beating *it is not often that its undoubted benefit to the 
punishers is so frankly stated Means to sexual stimulus and sexual satisfaction are all too often glossed 
over ’ 

* Lady Mary had been on a cominittee with the wife of the Prime Minister 

^Colonel Wiggin, mfh, lived at Saint Qoud Lady Sibcll Lygon once surpnsed him by accepting a 
Romeo and Juhet agar 


To Penelope Betjeman [Piers Court ] 

4 June [1947] 

Dearest Penelope, 

I am by nature a bully and a scold and Johns pertinacity in error brings out all 
that IS worst m me I am very sorry I will lay off him m future But really when he 
says that the truth of the Petnne claims is dependent on his place of residence, the 
mind boggles I think there is very clearly a devil at work in him putting him up to 
a sorts of ideas such as that it is his duty[ ?] to suffer for his faith while if he had two 
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eyes in his head he would see that it is immensely to his matenal advantage to 
remam a protestant But I will keep silence 

I cant conceive what he means by ‘smart’ Catholics All I know, here & abroad, 
are grotesquely dowdy. Mrs Sweeny^ I suppose Well I don’t know her & there is 
really no obhgation to, if he doesn’t admire her 
~I am dehghted to hear that you will start lessons in the autumn Would you like 
me to hear your first confession^ It would be a great help to me in my work 
You never come here I wish you would, with or without John Tell John that if 
he comes I will not broach theological questions 

I WILL KEEP SILENCE So bring him Not iith-i 5 th instant when we shall be 
away 

Dominicans are sadly soaalistic m their opinions 
We make no silage 

Obscure peers - rathdonnell^ It is his house I am negotiating for He has a 
daughter named ally pally m’clintock-buNbury It (the house not Ally Pally) 
IS a hundred years old exactly It looks very English in this picture but its intenor is 
good baronial architect William Robertson 

Please tell John I am sincerely sorry for persecutmg him & I won’t again 
Sir Max Beerbohm lives near here and I have had an audience with that great 
master He was enchanting 
Do come soon ^ 

Love & XXX 
Evelyn 

* Margaret Whigham became Mrs Charles Sweeny and was married 1951-63 to the Duke of Argyll 
^Lord Rathdonnell (1914-59) Owner of Lisnavagh and father of Alexandra McQintock-Bunbury, 
bom 1940, who mamed James Doyle in i960 ‘A scatter-brained, slangy rather seedy-loolnng young 
man ’ Dianes He asked for his house- 

^ Penelope Betjeman had postponed instruction because her husband was upset by the idea She 
replied to Waugh ‘As far as I can make out John thmks the smart catholic set consists of you, Laura’s 
relatl^es and Asquiths, the Pakenhams, D Woodruff, C. Hollis and in fact any English R,C. he knows 
He thinks if I go C. and he doesn’t you will all persecute him and there will be plots and counterplots and 
the only thing for him to do is to get right away from it all and go and settle on his own in Swindon for 
which city he has always had a great liking as you know and where there is an old established Anglo 
colony Howe\er he saw Crackywilliam donmorewicklow last night who made him laugh a lot about the 
wholethingand who told him your patience was at an end which he thought \ ery funny and altogether he 
seems less antagonistic than he was ’ 


To A D Peters White’s 

[12 June 1947] 

Dear Pete 

No, not for 12 guineas 

Price for tele\ ision £50 in a false beard With the naked face 

Yours 

, Evelyn 
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To Penelope Betjeman P«ers Court 

13 June [1947] 

Darling Penelope 

Thank you for John’s excellent poem which I here return What verj' low 
company he appears in* How he shines in it* 

Talking of low company, I was commanded by Very Rev D’Arcy to accept an 
invitation from Ben Nicolson^ to an intellectual dinner, African wine in a South 
Kensington basement, to discuss ‘religion’ P Toynbee^ spoke for 20 minutes - 
absolute balls I had never seen him sober before & greatly preferred him being sick 
in Ann Rothermere’s lap He is a pretentious ass Then a seedy kind of clergyman 
piped up and I said Who is this and they say Pastor Niemollcr^ and he talked balls 
too, but not so pretentiously - just flat stupid & bonng There was a young yid who 
kept snorting contemptuously and I said Who is this young yid who keeps snorting 
contemptuously and they said it is Mr Ayer"* but his heart is broken by D Fcllowes s 
girF and it is tears not dension makes him snort There was another clergyman 
there & he never spoke but as we went to pee he said ‘Perhaps I am best known as 
the Vicar of Nottingham (^Northampton ?) who has John Betjeman to preach in rffy 
church’ Two revolting socialist members of parliament called Grossman^ who is 
famous but not to me and Woodrow Williams’ who is famous to no one talked most 
I hardly at all God it was hell 

The Catholics of Copenhagen greatly need encouragement You should go & 
exhort them I went to early mass & found I was expected to exhort them while they 
drank coffee 

Did John get a tableau I sent from Copenhagen ^ 

Ed Long[ford]’s prunent interest in protestantism disgusts me 

Love and xxxs from 
Evelyn 

'Benedict Nicolson (igiij-78) Editor of the Burlington Magazine 1947-78 Son of Sir Harold 
^Philip Toynbee (1916- ) Notclist and critic On the Oirerrer staff from 1950 
'Reverend Dr Martin Niemoller (1892- ) Anti-Nazi, in concentration camjjs 1937-4S, a 

president of the World Counal of Churches 1961—8 

Alfred Ayer (1910— ) Grote Professor of the Philosophy of Mind and Logic at London 1946—59 
Knighted 197° writes that it tvas dension not tears made him snort Also that Waugh in fact said on 
entry, 'There seem to be a lot of Jews here WTiich one is Freddie Ayer'* 

'Rosamond Fellowes (1912- ) Mamed 1941-5 to James Gladstone, and in 1952 to Tadeusz 
W isznicwski 

* Richard Grossman (1907-74) Labour mp i 945 “ 74 > editor of the New Statesman 1970-72, dianst 
’Probably 'Woodrow Wyatt (1918- ) Journalist, newspaper-owner and Labour MP 1945-55. 
1959-70 
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To A D Peters 
9 July [1947] 

Dear Pete, 

Then there is the question of i^hether The Loved One should appear at all m 
USA It -will greatly shock manj & I feel comes rather poorly after an article m L^fe 
in which I declared that I would onlj write religious books in future Ought I to 
concentrate on setting up in USA as a serious (as they mean it) wnter or ought I to 
keep them guessing^ It is hard for you to advise without having read the story 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 


To THE Editor of The Bell^ 

[13 = July 1947] 

‘the pieties of EVELYN WAUGH’ 

Sir, -1 am most grateful for the attention given to my work in your pages and would 
not intrude in the discussion but for the fear that a hasty reader might conceive the 
doubt, which your reviewer scrupulously refrains from expressing, of the good faith 
of my conversion to Catholicism 

I think perhaps your re^ lew er is nght in calling me a snob, that is to saj I am 
happiest in the company of the European upper-classes, but I do not think this 
preference is necessarily an offence against Chanty, still less against Faith I can 
assure you it had no influence on my coniersion In England Cathobasm is 
predominant!} a religion of the poor There is a handful of Catholic anstocratic 
families, but I knew none of them in 1930 w hen I w as recei\ ed into the Church My 
friends were fashionable agnostics and the Faith I then accepted had none of the 
extraneous glamour which your reviewer imputes to it 

Nor, I think, does this preference unduly influence m} writing Besides Hooper 
there are two characters in Brtdeshead Revisited whom I represent as worldl} - Rex 
Mottram, a millionaire, and Lady Celia Ryder, a lady of high birth Why did m} 
rei erence for money and rank not sanctify those tw 0 ^ 

Your obedient servant, 

EVELYN WAUGH 

’ An Insh pcnodical 1940-54, founded bj Sean O Faolain 


To Penelope Betjem an [Piers Court -] 

HJu1> [1947] 

Darling Penelope 

The crocodile* serves man in many wats- his hide for note-cases bags and dago 
shoes, his name to ennch our literature with metaphor ‘crocodile tears’, ‘as warm A 
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friendly as an alligator pool’ etc Most especially he is a tjpcA. sign for us of our own 
unredeemed nature 

You must fly dualism like the plague - it is at the root of almost all heresy - jUst as 
in psychology schizophrenia is at the root of many insiniiics It has nc\cr troubled 
me much so 1 have no books on the subject, I am afraid The unaided reason should 
be able to dispel that nasty dream John’s preposterous theory that Our Lord 
founded two churches - Roman L Anglican - is of course a form of dualism 

It IS impossible for someone like yourself who is in formal heresy to realise the 
horror which heresy inflames in an orthodox mind What seems to you a harmless & 
amusing speculation is, to me, a denial & perscrsion of God’s truth 

I hope John did not resent the parody of his erotic rhapsodies in Scott~Kin^ 

I did not wntc & invite him to stay I will do so after the school holidays 
I think John’s irrational horror of Catholicism a \cry good sign It is far more 
promising than the tolerant ‘each-worshipping-in-his-own-way’ attitude and of 
course quite insane As I keep pointing out to him it is impossible for him to be right 
& me to be wrong Still more impossible for us both to be right The altcmatis cs arc 
(a) both wrong or (b) he wrong, me right 

Laura has purchased a French student in the belief that she would need a nursery 
maid Now the maid stays on& the student arrives next Monday 

I am wnting a singularly unpleasant talc of life in the Hollywood Mortuary 
Ronnie Knox spends next week-end with us I suppose it would be hopeless 
proposing you & John came over for dinner^ We cant put you up as he has to have 
the best room and the others arc no good 

Love 

Evelyn 

* Penelopte Betjeman had wntten ‘I am just reading an interesting boot about dualism I hasealtraj's 
tended to that heresy myself because I could never understand how God could male a crocodile.’ 
Dualism is the doctrine that there are two indcpiendeni pnntnplcs, one good, the other e«l 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

6 August 1947 

Dearest Nancy 

I went to London for Daphne’s ball which I enjoyed enormously All old 
chums making hay and a few pimply & pouting juniors standing about 
disconsolately Maureen [Lady DufferinJ gave Randolph a terrific box on the ear 
Instead of striking back like a man he tried to pacify her They stood in the centre of 
the ball room sweating & arguing for three minutes and then — another more terrific 
box 1 said to her ‘I am all for Randolph being struck but why particularly do you 
stnke him now She ‘He never wrote me a letter of condolence when Ava was 
killed’ So now I keep rather clear of widows Kick has had the most god awful 
posthumous portrait made of her Loved One^ I saw Debo at the ball & took up a 
great deal of her time She was in fine looks but lacking m elegance The same dress 
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she wore at her own party last year and all her friends look like recently demobilized 
G I s Should not a girl with her beauty wit and high position make a bit more of 
herselfr 

Diana Cooper was in London last week - sane and sweet I met her quite 
unexpectedly at dinner at Lady Rothermeres & enjoyed it very much I spent the 
week-end at Pam Berrys and was never so sumptuously fed or delicately flattered 
Maunce Boivra was there He greatly lacks frankness, I thought, and I beheve all 
his pretensions to understand foreign poetry an imposture Then I went to the 
Betjemans for a night Penelope just off for a campihg holiday in a nearby field Soon 
I go for a little jaunt to Scandinavia You see I am getting about a bit 
Lady Colefax catechised me about your financial stabihty I was unable to satisfy 
but hmted at the worst 
Hatty is indeed eccentnc but far from insane 

Love from 
Evelyn 

Can you give me any details of June Capel’s engagement (mamage’’) ? 

Do you prefer ‘Mitford’ or ‘Rodd’ in dedication ? The former suggests the sister 
ofthepenbiter^ 

’ Presumably the portrait of William Hartmgton by Oswald Birley which now hangs at Chatsworth 
^Probably Unity Mitford (1514-48) A sister who admired Hitler and shot herself, causing injunes 
fttJm which she never fully recovered, at the outbreak of the Second World War 


To Penelope Betjeman Piers Court 

8 August [1947]' 

Dearest Penelope 

My heart bleeds for you in your wigwam I spent many months under canvas at 
the beginning of the war & never succeeded in gettmg more than three hours sleep a 
night however drunk I went to bed 

Do not forget to loose the guys when it comes on to rain and remember that a 
finger on the tent wall produces a leak Shallow trench latnnes must be filled m daily 
and the spot marked with pebbles The night bucket stands in the lines six paces 
from the nearest tent, one bucket to each thirty men 
God help you all 

It was very kind of you to let me come to stay & to gi\ e me such a good dinner & to 
show me your foal My children wish to have rabbits and my wife to eat them Are 
jours good eaters^ If so we w^ll gladly purchase some of those conies 
I go to Scandinav la next week in the hope of finding ca\ lare 

Happy cnsis to y ou & y ours 
Ev cly n 

' Waugh’s diary for Monday 4 August reads ‘To Famborough to make my peace with the Beticmans 
^ccessful in this A dnve with John looking at i860 churches Penelope seems resohed to enter the 

Qiurch in the autumn’ 
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To Laura Waugh 

20 August [1947] 


Girlton Hotel, 
Kungsgatan 57, 
Stockholm' 


Darling 

I wish you were here wTth me You would find the licensing laws terj oppressitc 
but the food is all that you would possibly want and the town is of remarkable 
beauty - a bourgeois Venice Sexy Mallet^ was plainly much loved here and all his 
fnends have been most cordial Today 1 lunched w'lth a pans) in a bungalow full of 
works of art ^ He gave me great quantities of caviar Yesterdaj I took Sexj’s girl 
friend out to dinner She was very pretty & shy& I should think sexy My hotel is not 
very nice I have worn myself out walking about sight seeing on cobbled streets &. 
when one is worn out there is nothing to do except he on the bed & stare at the 
ceiling I do not know' what I shall find to write about this tnp for the Daily 
Telegraph The girls have no make up and lovelj figures dow'n to the knees - then 
their calves are too thick I asked Hatty to break the news to you that 1 have decided 
to live in England for a bit longer I hope she broke it gently It was not Mr 
Churchill’s appeal that deaded me 

All my lose 
E 

‘ Waugh had arrived m Sweden on 18 August 

2 Sir Victor Mallet, Minister at StocLholm 1940-5 

^Vilhelm Assarsson, deputy head of the Sviedish Foreign Office 1944-55 


To Laura Waugh Grand Hotel, 

25 August [1947] Oslo 

Darling 

So now I am m Oslo and I shall be glad to leave on Fnday It is a hot, dusty, noisy, 
shabby, ugly town & the food is as bad as in London Worse really I was greeted 
yesterday by a press conference arranged by my publisher & the Embassy press 
attache Of the journalists one was a girl who was blind drunk, one a communist who 
walked out in the middle when I answered a question about Tito, only two spoke 
English One man drew an offensu e caricature of me The journalist who did all the 
talking & seemed the most cultured was the representative of a paper devoted to the 
Merchant Navy So that was all a bore Last night I dined with my publisher and 
agent (female) who became rabidly pro Russian in her cups 

The only thing of interest I have found is the sculpture of a man named Vigeland 

1886-1943 ~ preposterously hideous There is a whole park devoted to his work & a 
palace full of it 

I do hope my ma wasnt too horrible 


All Love 
E 
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To Graham Greene [Piers Q)urt?] 

[September 1947] 

It IS a great embarrassment I simply cannot read this signature Qearly you are a 
fnend & I don’t know who Forgive me 

With regard to your veiy' kind suggestion, I am afraid I shall not be in London for 
se%eral weeks Presumably Dr Skoumal is here for some time but I am afraid I am 
obliged to miss seeing the translator ^ 

Is It possibly Graham Greene^ I have tned to read it as Graham but it alwajs 
spells ENBOR which can’t be nght If it ts Graham - what about your seven-years- 
overdue visit to me ^ 

E 

' Greene had WTittcn from Ejtc & Spotuswoodc to ask Waugh to lunch to meet both the nets Czech 
cultural attach^ and the translator of Waugh’s books into Czech 


To A D Peters Piers Court 

14 September [1947] 

Dear Pete 

I am sorry you don’t like The Loved One I have been sweating away at it and it 
is now more elegant but not less gruesome I enclose a yank opinion (please return) 
from a ivoman of high Boston ongins lately become a best seller But I am not 
headstrong m this matter & don’t want to antagonize future customers The tale 
should not be read as a satire on morticians but as a study of the Anglo-Amencan 
cultural impasse ’with the mortuary as a jolly setting This is emphasized in the final 
version 'which I here enclose 


Yours ever 
E\ elyn 


To Cyril Connolly Piers Court 

16 September [1947] 

Dear Cj nl, 

I am not going abroad again &. am therefore able to dine w nh j ou on 28th if j our 
kind invitation still stands 

Arc ^ ou interested in publishing mN latest storv in Horizon ^ I think 1 spoke of it 
hen jou were here It deals with mortuarj life in Los Angeles llikcit\cn. much 
The final \crsion is now being tj^icd &. I could send it to }ou when I get cop} 

It IS 30,000 words long &. I want it published entire That would mean dcvotinga 
whole issue to u And I want it out soon These two stipulations ma\ make the 
projea unfeasible, but 1 thought 1 would offer it to sou first 1 shall noi want ans 
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payment Other than \ our 1 ind continuance of mj ‘subscription* Perhaps j ou w ould 
like to pul a guinea or two into Scoltie Wilson’s begging bowl ' 

The story would make a scry nice Christmas number 

AnjTvay, let me know if it is svorth sending it to 30U Clearly jou cant decide 
whether it is worth disturbing jour schedule until jou have read it ^ 

Lose toLss 
Escljn 

' Scottic Wilson v^■as a ‘naif painter supported bj Hortzxm, often moeVed bj Wauph, as in the first 
chapter of The Loved One 

^Connoll) was enthusiastic ‘One of jour \crj best 1 thinV 1 shall be honoured to publish it ’ He 
made several detailed suggestions, most of which Waugh adopted The Loved One W’as printed m 
February 1948 in Horizon and in November as a book 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

[October^ 1947] 

Darling Nancy 

An insoluble problem because of course one alwajs ssants to saj how one would 
wnte the book oneself, not how the chum should 

I am sure jou should stick to first person * It suits jou perfectly, but the 
advantage of f p is the eye witness account Canthefp jou have chosen see enough 
for herselP Only j'ou can answer that My fear would be a senes of conversations in 
which other characters come to consult her about their problems so that the readers 
get the action second hand Is there no observer nearer the centre of things’ 

Mamage to deceased aunts husband has alwajs been legal I think In fact I’m 
sure 

I am sorry not to be more helpful but at this stage of the story it is an unquickened 
embrj'o & the best gynaecologist can do no more than advise temperate habits 
I met a well dressed yank called Paston, Paton, Patton, Patteme’^ who spoke of 
you with love 

Connollj and 1 are bosom friends 1 dined twice with him last week 
You heard of course Harry & Nell’s tragedy ^ ’ He is much set dow n by it 
No doubt you also heard of Ed’s Duff-Gordon^ escapie from drowning’ 

Will you miss your compatnots passing through or be glad’ 

Socialist spies read our letters abroad now so forgive me for sajing FUCK THE 
SOCIALISTS 


Love from 
Evelyn 

Nancj Mitford had wntten outlining a plot that was to be much changed before becommg Love in a 
Cold Climate 1949, and speafically askmg Waugh ‘Can Fanny tell the story again ’ 

W'llham (Bill) Patten married Susan Mary Jay in 1939 He worked for the Foreign Service Reserv e in 

1^5 1944 54 She published her correspondence wntbManettaTree, To Atflnrt/a/romFflrw rp^y-60. 
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’ Giles Fox-Strangwajs (1934-47), the son of Lord and Lad\ Stavordale, had been drowned 
* Lord Stanley y>as an enthusiastic sailor Sir Gjsmo and Ladj Duff-Gordon escaped from the Titanic 
rather carls in an underloaded boat 

’ The amount of moncj the Bntish were allots cd to take abroad had been reduced and ts as now cut off 
altogether 


To Laura Waugh Piers Court 

[October 1947] 

Darling Laura 

I enclose letters from Teresa to jou & Bridget Is this her first communication 
wth Budget since Eddie’s death ’ If so, rebuke her sharply for not mentioning that 
event 

I also enclose a letter from Jim Utley 1 I have wntten to him to thank him for his 
trouble It is now your task to continue operations I do not know what steps you 
have taken lately in this matter 

I am grieved but not surpnsed that Budget should feel lonely It was for this 
reason that I wrote to invite her to stay here 

If It were in fact true that the last few days were the first time in your life you had 
been of some use to someone, that should be stated in tremblmg on your knees m the 
confessional Let me assure you however that I can recall numerous occasions m the 
last ten years when you have been of use to your own children & several when you 
have been of use to "me So shake off these morbid scruples and return to duty as 
soon as you have effected the introduction of Mrs Anderson^ 

There is of course every reason why Magdalen^ should be shy of me She is my 
junior & knows me very slightly That is all the more reason why she should conform 
closely to the conventions It is precisely for these purposes that civilized society 
presenbes rules of procedure There is no question of my not ‘doing more for you 
than for others’ You should be well aware of that. 

Tnm & Anne'* come here tonight for a night & I shall probably return with them 
to Mells for the following night Hennques lunches here on Thursday Fnday is a 
day of jubilation for me 

There are now two pigs in your sty Saunders & Atwood have unearthed some 
fine looking potatoes 

I want Angela Antnm to make a bust of you This will entail two •weeks at 
Glenarm* Would the end of November suit you ^ 

All my love Don’t be so bloody wet 
Evelyn 

' Attache to the Holj See in Rome 

* Mrs Anderson, a French Basque, helped tmh the evacuee children at Pixton 

•* Countess of Eldon 

* Anne Palairct had married the Earl of Oxford and Asquith that > ear 

* In Count} Antnm, Northern Ireland 
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To Cyril Connolly Court 

II December 1947 

/ 

Dear Cyril 

The Loved One is in the hands of [Stuart] Boyle, a draughtsman, who promises 
to send it direct to you before Xmas 

I would greatly prefer the number of Horizon to look like an ordinary issue, 
except, I beg you, no graphic arts by Watson (Has he found the first draft ^ I hate to 
think of It falling into the hands of Lady Cunard & Lord Derwent) 

If there is room for more matter, how about putting Knox* in then ^ Would you 
consider that quite preposterous I think it would be what the Mitfords used to call 
‘a good tease’ - offensive alike to Catholics who may tend to think I am doing 
apostolic work by insinuating propaganda in an unlikely place, and to the Dorchester 
Hotel ladies who may suppose, on reading Loved One^ that my heart is in the nght 
place after all 

And the majority of readers who just aren’t interested in me anyhow would feel 
that their dose of Waugh was over for the year 

I agree that the crush on ves is wholly unsuitable to an adult club We will live to 
see those hideous paintings moved and ours in their places ^ 


I face the Chnstmas holidays with loathing I have choked off all US fans and 
don’t get many parcels Have many of your contnbutors five children to feed ? If 
not, a little solid food - not butter which we have - would be very welcome I 
thought the New Statesman competition telegrams from you funny Did you ^ 


I am waiting my parcel of Scott-Ktngs to send you one as a seedy Chnstmas card 
They haven’t come yet 


I suffer much from lack of a pen pal m London now that Nancy has left If you 
ever have an idle twenty minutes & a stenographer handy do dictate a page of social 
gossip I have no idea what my fnends or enemies are doing ^ 


Much love to Lys & yourself 
Evelyn 

‘ ‘Mgr Ronald Knox’ -was published m Honzon,M^y 1948 

hid suggested a portrait of MaunccBanng should be hung in White’s in place of Carton de 
Wiart b\ Simon Elwcs 

I^nnolh replied 1 hate none of the qualifications - I’m not a bachelor girl and professional diner ' 

I T" 1 j' people s misfortunes uproanouslj funnj, m> office is not the hub of the more 

literate landed gentrj on ihcir t isits to London ’ 
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To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

15 December [1947] 

Darling Nancj', 

How very kind of you to remember Hamet I never go to London so I will ask the 
corporal to send her your presents She will be delighted She is a pretty, droll girl 
The airman^ >ou speak of is half-American, Dutch on his father’s side (The 
famil} owes its prominence to the unnatural affections of William iii) So I do not 
think that the Enghsh services lose their reputation for sodomy by his action 
Anyway I never count the R A F as Enghsh 

You must have been having a busy time sabotaging trains Do not repine at the 
set-back to the Party ^ Big things will happen in Palesdne where the Amencan jews 
have made it possible for the Red Army to reach its goal in the Mediterranean 
The story proudly dedicated to you appears in Horizon in February & later as an 
illustrated book I have found a draughtsman who takes down pictures like 
dictation It will be a very pretty little book I think 
I was not asked to Cooper’s Waterloo BalH 

I never go anywhere or see anyone London is infested by Quennell and Alastair 
Forbes'* 1 do not repine It seems to me 1 am keeping my sanity (if that is a good 
thing) while everyone else if losing, has lost, his Also my health & shall live to a great 
age & see the Restoration 

I long to see your novel Your projected joke has this weakness that practically 
none of your admirers read C Morgan^ It is living with Frogs has made you think 
him important 

Do you mean that Hamish or Taffy is a very evil man ^ ® 

Osbert has become a Trades Union boss & Lord Kemsley has given him ^1000 
free of tax 

I think 1 sent you this Spanish yam when it came out in a magazine but here it is 
again with my love for Chnstmas 
Debo has vanished from my life 

Mrs Betjeman says Desmond Guinness is charming She is becoming a Catholic 
Lady Pakenham is my great new fnend 

I am now a Doctor of Letters of Loyola Umversitj, Baltimore - not an illustrious 
seat of learning Love from 

Eveljm 

' Unnimed, sacked for sleeping with a Wren (WTtNS Woman’s Rojal Nasal Senice) ‘The French 
saj Its the first time the\ escr heard of an Englishman being normal and he should base been giscn a 
prize ’ 

^Nanej Mitford replied ‘1 don’t knosv whj you think I’m a Communist (must clear this up in jour 
mind) I don’t like Communism I am a Socialist ’ 

’ Duff and Ladj Diana Cooper gase a farewell ball as he was retiring as Ambassador in Pans Thc\ 
rented a small chateau in the park of Chantills from the French got emment 

^ Alastair Forbes (1918- ) Journalist Son of Amcncan parents, educated in Europe, 

’Nancy Mitford had thought ofborrowmg the respectable hero of The Judge sStor^ 1947, b\ Charles 
Morgan and resealing that when he retires, supposedl} to wntc a book he is ‘doing fcelthi things to 
linle girls’ 

‘ She meant Taffj Rodd, her brothcr-in-Iaw A surpnsing v erdict 
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To A D Peters Piers Court 

[December 1947] 

Dear Pete 

I hope you have passed a cheerful & refreshing Christmas I have not 

To avoid boredom in 1948 Scott-Kwg would make a very funny film 
Neutralia should cease to be Spam & become a Soviet satellite, thus giving topical 
patnotic point I would enjoy (or think I would) wnting it for Rank Any good ? 

Yours 

E 

The more I re-read Loved One the better content I am with it 


To Nancy Mitford 
26 December [1947] 


[Piers Court ] 


Darling Nancy 

Your presents to Harriet were a prodigious success I foimd it very bitter to part 
with the book & not incorporate it in my own library She had never seen a ‘snow¬ 
storm’ before & it is a delight to her So were the deliaous trinkets Thank you very 
much indeed for your imaginative generosity 

Betjeman delivered a Chnstmas Message on the wireless First he said that as a 
httle boy he had been a coward & a liar Then he said he was sure all his listeners had 
been the same Then he said that he had been convinced of the truth of the 
Incarnation the other day by heanng a choir boy sing ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ 
in King’s College Chapel 

All the reviews ot Scott-King, mstead of being about the book, have been about 
me saying that I am ill-tempered and self-infatuated 

I wrote in a letter to my great new friend Connolly that I sadly missed you in 
on on ^ Sossip now & would he tell me some He wrote to say he ditf 

not regard the suffenngs of his fellow men as the subject for humour 

some f presents I have received are the exquisite pen from you and 

M^mT 1 I love you both What a pity you & L never mamed 

M my most valued books have been eaten by tiny spiders 

MfburTh'"! dl-tempered & self-mfatuated man ? It hurts 

trvine to without employment, living at Chagford & 

trying to tvrite a book - precisely as he was 15 years ago 


Best love from 
Evelyn 
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To JOHN Betjeman Piers Court 

[December 1947] 

Postcard 

One listener at least deeply resented the insinuation in your Christmas Message that 
your listeners had all been cowards & liars m childhood Properly brought up little 
boys are fantastically chivalrous Later they detenorate How would you have felt if 
instead of a choir boy at Cambridge you had heard a muezzin in Isfahan ^ 


To Cyril Connolly Piers Court 

2 January 1948 

Dear Cynl 

I am m your debt for two delightful letters I was in London for two days this 
week&hoped to see you Perhaps I did see you I cannot tell, for I got very drunk at 
once & remained drunk causing, rather than collecting, gossip I shall be back next 
week, staying at St James’s Club but frequenting White’s, remaining over the week¬ 
end Perhaps Lys would let me call on you both one evening? 

I was moved by your verdict that the misfortunes of your friends are not the 
proper subject for humour I do not know how you can bear to go so much into 
soaety if you fed this 

With regard to The Lo^ed One I anticipated ructions & one reason, apart from 
the predommant one of my affection for yourself, for my seeking publication m 
Horizon was the confidence that its readers w'ere tough stuff 

The Amencans embrace the democratic superstition that everything must be 
equally pleasing to everyone I think it highly undesirable that the popular papers 
should get hold of the tale (After a momentary weakness towards the New Yorker 
■w hich they themselves at once dispelled) Fortunately Amencan law is stncter than 
ours about quotation If you insert one of those formal nonces about ‘reprodution in 
whole or in part’ being ‘reserved’ they will not be able to say much about it 

For myself I ha\ e always found deep comfort in the text ‘Woe unto you when all 
men shall speak well of >ou’, and rejoice in the stinks [?] & groans [?] of the field 
dressing stanon, but I am sympathenc to your owm quite different problem as the 
editor of a magazine which must enjoy goodwill or pensh It might be prudent for 
you to introduce the storj’ wath soft words and I know you will do it bnlliantly I look 
forward eagerly to seeing the ‘Comment’ in the February issue but would sooner 
not sec It before or attempt any censorship It must be your opinion of the talc, not 
mine 

The ideas I had in mind in wnting ivere ist & and quite predominant!j over- 
cxCTtemcnt tv ith the scene of F orest Lawn 2nd the Anglo-Amencan impasse - ‘ ne\ cr 
the twain shall meet, 3rd there is no such thing as an Amencan The\ are all exiles 
uprooted, transplanted )L doomed to sterility The ancestral gods the} ha^ c abjured 
get them in the end I tned to indicate this in Aimee’s last hours 4th the European 
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raiders who come for the spoils & and if they are lucky make for home w ith them 5 th 
Memento mori, old style, not specificallv Californian 

But there is no reason iihj any of these should appear in your introduction I 
should like to see you treat it as a book for rc\ icw by a \\ nter unknoii n to you 
Do you think this post card would make a pretty frontispiece^ 

I disagreed deeply with you about the need for an ‘advanced guard’ - last months 
Comment 

Miss Trumpet has some fine teats' for sale - only a box Even in mj 
drunkenness I did not buy them 

My plans I arrive m London Wednesday afternoon and shall be in Whites before 
dinner, dining out, lunching out Thursday & Fndaj otherwise not engaged 
Could you please, keep me a dozen copies of Februarj Horizon'^ 

Yours ever 
Eveljn 

' Cigars at the hairdresser in Curzon Street 


To Rupert Croft-Cooke' 

20 January 1948 

Dear Sir, 

You were vv rongly informed that I have an av ersion to anthologists 
1 should be proud to be represented in jour forthcoming collection I don’t want 
anj monej for mjself Will vou take the eight guineas round to the nearest Roman 
Catholic Church and pop it anonymouslj m the poor box'* 

Yours faithfully 
Ev eljn Waugh 

' Rupert Croft-Cooke edited How to Enjoj' TraveUtng Abroad, 1948 


To THE Marchioness of Bath 

27januar\ [1948] 


Piers Court 


Dearest Daphne, 

h was jollj decent getting a letter from jou 

Dcst I ha\e children to work in a garage Mine are a 

& rw o arc ° school, a third is malingenng at home 

haneers do^mr Laura is in agonies of fibrosttis There are paper- 

?rLondon^!:, Goodness It isbeastlv 

3 ttlc season came to end with a party of Pempy s' where I kissed a 
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great number of strangers irrespective of age & sex They were surpnsed & 
ungrateful At that partv 1 met the fiend Palff} ^ but did not kiss her much 
Yesterdaj I went to Oxford to lecture to the Papist undergraduates who were 
mostlj asiatic women A very polite gentle young man got up at the end and said ‘I 
should like to ask Mr W whether it is true, as we are always being told, that we are 
much stupider &. less cultured & amusing than undergraduates were in his da> ’ and I 
had to saj ‘Well >es it is’ and he said very' sadly ‘1 thought so’ and sat down Sad 
1 hope >ou go regularlj to Ronnie Knox at Mells for religious instruction He 
greatlj needs a new Heloise (Not Ladj Ancaster I refer to a famous figure in history 
whose brothers castrated Abelard) now that the other Daphne^ has gone to Africa 
I hav e )ust bought a complete set of Max Beerbohm & am rc-reading him all day 
m bed-room slippers with a big fire &. a box of Havana agars sent me from USA so 
life is not all as beastly as I began this letter by saying 
The paper that is being put up over my head is very remarkable, very' dark i860 
Gothic Betjeman ordered it and it was too much even for him so I took it over 
Please come stay when the room is finished It will be a nightmare But I have a 
nice mechanical organ you could play and a ham you could paint 

Love from 

- Evelyn 

’Penelope Dudtej Ward (1914- ) Mamed to Anthonj Pelisster 1930-44, and in 1948 10 Carol 
Reed, the film director 
* Louise dc Vilmonn 
’ Lady Acton 


To Penelope Betjeman Piers Court 

Shrovers 10 February 1948 

Dearest Penelope 

Here are the tw elve shillings I owe you The paper is hungSe looks very well The 
dressing-room is still only half-co\ ered as we are repnnting a second edition 
9th March is St Cathenne of Bologna’s day ’ She is the only Saint I have ever 
shaken hands w ith She has been dead 500 years but sits bolt upright in a little chair 
mher nuns habit, face hands & feet bare& rather black but very supple & fragrant I 
will pray to her, remind her of our meeting, and commend you to her 

I am greatly impressed & edified by the depth of your studies I just talked half a 
dozen times to Father d’Arcy about T S Eliot & Havelock Ellis, then popped into 
Farm Street on the way to dinner one evening & sat up with Dnberg m the gallery of 
the Cafe de Pans to see a new negress singer It took me y ears to begin to glimpse 
what the Church was like I w'as constantly travelling m those day sand it was chiefly 
missionanes who taught me Of course I was a bit younger than y ou but not much - 
27, ho w old are y ou, I suppose 3 5' ^ Well I shall constantly come to y ou for adv ice & 
instruction 

I suppose m Aquma they always made garlick sausages out of old horses Here as 
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you know well people sometimes kept decrepit old hunters at grass out of a 
sentiment of gratitude ^ 

Many things have puzzled me from time to time about the Christian religion but 
one thing has always been self evident - the bogosity of the Church of England 

Why not come & live in this village The Manor House is for sale, a paddock, 
gardens, 1840 Tudor, £9,000 

Tomorrow all the austerities of Lent begin for me Are catachumens exempt^ 

Do you get Horizon ^ If not I wll send you a copy of my very good new story 

Your loving brother in St Catherine of Bologna 
Evelyn 

' Penelope Betjeman was received into the Roman Githolic Church on 9 March 1948 at St Aloysius, 
Oxford 

^ Her thirty-eighth birthday was in four days’ time 

^ St Thomas Aquinas says that love of horses is only for what you receive from them 


To Randolph Churchill Piers Court 

12 February [1948] 

My Dear Randolph 

I was delighted to receive a letter from you this morning and your kind present of 
Grenadine Etching which will provide welcome Lenten reading 

Your long absence has caused comment Seymour Berry' (who rarely leaves the 
leatherette fender of White’s except to doze fitfully on the bench in the front hall 
where country members leave their dogs) has put it about that you are entangled 
with a woman and once more about to become a father I have loyally maintained 
that you are doing time in Zing Zing or El Cantara for some minor homicide & that 
you have chosen to suffer under a pseudonym rather than bring further disgrace on 
your name Anyway cunosity about you was nfe when last I went to London and I 
shall now be able to confirm that you are at liberty 

^ send you, m care of your father-in-law, a copy of my tale — The 

we ne, which is re-establishing my popularity in highbrow circles here 

ave seen few of your friends Angie is thriving, [ - ] ^ is dying painfully - which 
s ows t ere IS justice m this world Duff fought a man dressed as a policeman at a 
tanej'-dress ball and found out that it was a real policeman While Maimie and 
er us an were at the races Saccone and Speed^ rang up their house and said his 
highness had to leave at once for Scotland and would send a car to collect all his 
CO cs, a aimie s clothes, and a dozen bottles of champagne All went according 
to plan and their highnesses have no clothes at all 

\\ants to send me an unsoliated gift say linen pants (short) 39 inch in 
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Gi\c my lo\e to any fnends 30U sec m USA There will be none after the 
publication of The Loved One 

Yours e\er 
Evelyn 

'Scjmour Berrj (1909- ) Conseirame Mp 1941-5 Succeeded as Viscount Camrosc 1954 
Chairman of the Daily Telegraph 

^ Manuscript lost Test taken from Churchill’s censored scrsion 
’The mne-merchants where Pnnee Vscvolodc worked 


To Penelope Betjeman Piers Court 

18 February [1948] 

Dearest Penelope 

I gave nothing to d’Arcy for my instruction * It didn’t occur to me & I think word 
must have got round now among the clergy that there is no immediate finanaal 
return from converts The trouble is we are used to the gentility & endowments of 
the Church of England & do not at once understand a pnesthood of plebeian ongin 
liv ing hand to mouth But since it has occurred to you I think you ought to tip your 
instructor - a 6ver at least, a tenner at most You may be quite sure he’ll have no 
middle-class qualms about taking it The Oxford Dominicans are very poor indeed 
I bebeve & go days without food or soap[^] 

Your pansh pnest should have a fiver at Easter, a pound at Christmas, half-a- 
crown every day of obligation Any masses you want to have said should be done by 
him but there is no need to go out of your way to put work in his way If he is Irish & 
goes home for his holidays he would probably welcome a pound pocket money 
I have never had any expenence of saenstans My impression is that they vary 
greatly in soaal status and are liable to all forms of English delicacy in these matters 
Chnstmas is safe but I shouldn’t tip him at other times 

I thought afterwards perhaps I had suggested that d’Arcy was negligent with 
instruction What I meant was that, with me, he saw it was no good hoping for much 
& the thing to do was just to get the seed in anyhow & hope some of it would come up 
I enclose my article on Forest Lawn Also my story but please will you return this 
as 1 have no other cop> It is odd & rather admirable that you dont take in Horizon 
Before midsummer 1 will send you a fine copy of this story with pictures 

A weaver named Hiram Winterbottom^ talked of John very confidently as ‘John’ 
Is he entitled to do this ? 

Love from 
Evelyn 

Confirmation is 5/-1 think at Westminster I paid 3,000 lire when the lira was wonh 
quite a lot but that was in Rome by a Cardinal 

‘ Penelope Betjeman had asked ‘When Father D’Arej had finished his last inmicuon on Has clock 
Ellis did jou pressa fcsi notes into his hand, as to a butler on leading a country house'’ 

neighbour, described in another letter as ‘a talkanse handsome fellow with a knowledge of 
Georgian domestic architecture which took me back ten years’ 
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To John Bet JEM AN Piers Giurt 

[February? 1948] 

Dear John 

It was very kind of you to write about The Loved One I am pleased with it 
myself but then I was pleased with Brtdeshead Revtstted which everyone tells me 
was a great disgrace I will send you a beautiful sanguine illustrated edition in the 
summer 

I say It IS good news about your bankruptcy You will be sold up and I shall get 
your books 

I have some beautiful acquisitions Do come & see them A pair of paintings by 
Thos Musgrave, Joy of Travel in 1750 & 1850 contrasted A fine Swoboda (the 
Viennese Frith) well I suppose you would despise that for being foreign but it’s jolly 
good An exquisite 1847 GrueF binding velvet & silver gilt and rubies Do come& 
see them 

Funny about G Pike poisoning himself May all radicals perish so 
Poor Cynl Do you mean another seizure? He had one & was sent to Tnng^ to 
starve Lost stone in 3 weeks Well that is too much Ifhe has had another seizure 
It is really all up with him I wish I could get Lys as a cook I have the very worst in 
England outside the Dorchester Hotel 

Your wall-paper is hung & looks lovely Like an ass I had the woodwork painted 
pink Now I see must be light grained oak but its too late Damn 

How much do you know about the Eglington Tournament?^ A wonderful 
subject for a poem by you But of course that is an impertinence Only the poet 
knows what is his subject 

My taste is receding not advancing I really only like pre-Great-Exhibition post- 
Waterloo art 

Cunous passage m preface to Balston’s Martin* ‘I thank the Duke of 
Northumberland, Earl Grey & lord Kinross for openmg their picture galleries to 
me’ Patnek comes here on Wednesday 

It may be you are not bankrupt at all It is a delusion that often afflicts the nch eg 
Berners 

lam reading Proust for the first time Very poor stuff I think he was mentally 
c ettive remember how small I used to feel when people talked about him & 

1 n ^ admit I couldnt get through him Well I can get through him now - in 
English of course - because I can read anything that isn’t about politics Well the 
c ap was p am army He never tells you the age of the hero and on one page he is 
eing ta en to t ewe in the Champs Elysees by his nurse & the next page he is going 

to a brothel Such a lot of nonsense 

I rather wish I was in Belize^ It sounds charming 
orry to miss you at Beefsteak® Are you now an habitu6 ? Do come here soon 


A hal.h cl,me housed ,he former residence of the second Lord Rothschild 
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^The Eglinton Tournament was held m 1839 by the 13th Earl of Eglinton at a cost of over £30,000 
Knights wearing mediaeval armour jousted in the rain It is desenbed m Disraeli’s Endymwn 
^TomBalston’s The Life of Jonathan Martin, Incendiary of York Minster, 1945 
' Then capital of Bntish Honduras 

'■Betjeman had been put up by Waugh and elected to this club on 17 December 1947 


To Cyril Connolly Piers Court 

[2 March 1948] 

Postcard 

Poor Scottie * By the way is Mrs L’s new consort^ the nval doodler^ I am a little 
relieved by what you tell me of your regime But i ^ stone is drastic What about 
shirt collars^ Yes it was Partisan Review^ - chief subjects Koestler, Proust, 
Fiedler, Lasky, Hauser Will you please tell Galhmard to deal direct with Peters 
How does Luaan F get to/- to give Scottie Why does Watson not support him 
properly ^ I am beset by a local weaver named Hiram Winterbottom who makes 
%ery free with the names of my friends I have wntten to Maggs^ asking if they will 
takemymfenocjones^ Your copy is too fine a fish to throw back You can get gin in 
Chagford in unhraited quantities - I mean in cases not glasses Would Lys for a 
large fee accept post as holiday tutor to my cook (male) a willing boy just out of the 
army who can’t cook at all 

' Connolly had wntten ‘Scottie Wilson has come to London only to cxpenence the ingratitude of 
the dealers and the fickleness of the public He is now quite destitute and lis es on small loans of up to 10/- 
a time from Luaan Freud Shall w e really give him some guineas from you ’’ 

^Robert Kee {1919- ) Wnter and broadcaster Mamed 1948-51 to Janetta Woolley, who had 
changed her name to Loutit by deed-poll when living with Kenneth Sinclair Loutit Dunng her 
mamage to Robert Kee they shared a house in Sussex Place with Cynl Connolly She once opened the 
door to Waugh in bare feet and so earned the nickname ‘Blue Feet’ 

^Waugh seems to base been sent Partisan Review anonymously Connolly desenbed it as having 
‘Jewish editors, but the contributors are mostly gentile’ 

* Maggs Bros, booksellers in Berkeley Square 
^ Owen Jones (1809-74) Architea and ornamental designer 


To Penelope Betjeman Piers Court 

St Thos Aquinas [7 March 1948] 

Dearest Penelope 

Laura & I will be thinking very joyfully about you on Tuesday May you live 
happily ever after I am sure you will You are coming into the Church with vastly 
more know ledge than most conv ens but vv hat y ou cannot know until Tuesdav is the 
delight of membership of the Household, of having your chair at the table, a place 
laid, the bed turned dovvn,ofthelove&. trust, whatever their family bickerings, of all 
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Christendom It is this family unity which makes the weakest Catholic nearer the 
angels & saints, than the most earnest outsider 

It IS a particular joy for me to be able to welcome you home, who have known you 
m SO many phases Your prayers will be specially powerful at the moment so please 
pray for me 

Yours most affectionately 
Evelyn 


To Lady Mary Lyoon Piers Court 

II March [1948] 

My Dear 

I have great hopes of little Poll shortly receiving another proposal of mamage 
The man is neither wealthy, nor very young, nor of untarnished reputation His 
family is not distinguished but he is well connected on his mother’s side He has no 
fixed employment at present but he has enjoyed responsible positions in 
journalism, diplomacy, and the Air Force m the past & there is hope of his being 
engaged on a newspaper He is healthy, except in the teeth, his head is well covered 
He is tail I refer to your old friend Lord Kinross He is in search of a wife and I have 
presented to him all the manifest advantages attaching to your little sister I invited 
them to stay here together & sent them for little walks together & left them alone He 
puked her primroses this morning 

Unhappily there are two widows to whom he must propose first but Poll is third 
on the list and one of the widows is very fashionable & the other badly pock-marked, 
insane streaks in her heredity, and too old for child bearing, so I think everything 
may turn out well 

Poll looked very pretty & girlish & spoke of her cellar with great tact 

Pauper is living in Bayswater attending his dentist The crazy widow lives in the 
North, the fashionable widow in London Perhaps you will be able to intervene & 
upset their chances in a Chinky way 

All love 
Bo 


To THE Marchioness of Bath 
12 March [1948] 


Piers Court 


Dearest Daphne, 

for She thanks you vety much 

Wes. Cou„!o .0 the tafUT" tX-e " ■" 
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Mr Masaryk^ defenestrating himself would be a good subject for a picture You 
could always put a kipper^ or two in odd comers as the great Masters did well not 
kippers perhaps but you know what I mean 

I have had Coote to stay and she looked very pretty and I threw her in the way of a 
friend of mine who is in search of a wife 

The trouble is that she will probably refuse him too To my certain knowledge 
she has turned down three fairly eligible suitors in the last two years They are all 
after the white Burgundy m which she prudently invested her little all in 1939 

When I say waggon that doesn’t mean Sundays of course & goodness we do get 
spiflicated then 

Duff is doing communist propaganda I see 

Love from 
Evelyn 

'Jan Masaryk (1886-1948) Foreign Minister of Czechoslovakia It is uncertain whether his death was 
suicide or murder 

*Lad> Bath had wnnen ‘Robin Campbell tells me that you think that we should take to piainting 
contemporary historical subjects, but my muse is more inspired by kippers than by the Queen or Mr 
Attlee.’ 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

16 March [1948] 

Darhng Nancy, 

That IS a remarkably obtuse letter from the Norwegian ^ We must get her alone & 
ply her with snaps schnapps ^ and questions Nor do I think it proper for her to refer 
to her former mistress m those terms She has made a very bad impression on me 
Did I tell you of Boots’ stroke ^ Not I think paralysis in the full Elwes sense but a 
definite seizure His doctor sent him to Tnng where he was strapped to his bed for 
three weeks& treated with enemas& sjmthetic orange juice He lost 21 lbs Well that 
is a lot for a shortish man I think it will be the end of him 
Loved One is being well received in intellectual arcles They think my heart is 
in the nght place after all I’ll show them 

I am afraid that when y ou fall into communist hands you must expect \ ery little 
gratitude for all your ser\ ices to the Party When they were attempting their first 
coup in Spam, with preasely the same plan as they ha\e employed everywhere 
Since, you applauded ardently You mtroduced an entirely false figure intoyour well 
known novel simply to suck up to them But vou will get no thanks & no reward 
I am so weary about having been consistently right in all my political predictions 
for ten years It is so boring seeing it all happen for the second time after one has 
gone through it in imagination For you & Duff & Randolph life must be all one 
lovely surprise after another 

I am reading Proust for the first time - in English of course - and am surpnsed to 
find him a mental defective No one warned me of that He has absolutely no sense 
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of time He cant remember anyone’s age In the same summer as Gilbcrtcgncs him 
a marblc& Fran90isc takes him to the public hsatorv in the Champs Kiysecs, Bloch 
takes him to a brothel And as for the jokes - the boredom of Bloch and Cotiard 

Osbert Sitwell 3rd volume 2 IS out m US 1 am reading it He treads gingerly about 
Lady Ida’s ^criminal career Did you know that the Sitwells only trace their descent 
through a female line The real name of the family is Hurt 1 hev took the Sitwell 

quite lately - about 1800 He avoids this scry neatly siying that lands of Eckington 

were held by Cytwclls in the tenth century & then jumping to Sir Sitwell Sitwell first 
bart ne Hurt There arc precious few Englishmen who could not assume a 
mediaeval name if they chose to pick about in their pedigree 

Whenever he wntes about Ginger^ he is splendid but there arc some awful drab 
panegyrics of Edwardian hostesses 

How Jewish was Proust’ I mean like Sutro& Jcsscl or like Brian Howard’ Did 
his parents go to synagogue’ If he was a real Jew it would surely be quite impossible 
for him to know the hautc-bourgcoisic, though he might meet the looser 
anstocracy 

Patnek Balfour is going to propose marriage to Diana Campbell-Gray then to 
Coote, then he cant think lo whom He docs want a wife so badly He has been 
staying here & has been very nice He has {,2,00 in the world &. two suitcases of iH- 
fitting clothes and no prospects He is very much nicer in adversity Well most of his 
life has been that He is trying to write a novel about Angela® It wont be very good 

Henry Yorkc is hav mg an affaire with Jenifer Fry ® 

David Erskine has rewarded (ha ha) the long pursuit of Miss Kelly' ° by marrying 
her 

You must have poor Jonathan' * converted to Catholicism The only hope for 
him 


Best love from 
Evelyn 

> Nancy Milford had sent Waugh a letter from her Norw egian maid, now w orkmg for Cj nl ConnoIIj, 
in which she desenbed her new' employer as ’normar 


^ Grtat Morning 1948, the third volume ofOsben Sitwell’s autobiographj in fisc solumes 
Lady Ida Sitw-ell, mother of Edith, Osbert and Sachcvcrell, had been trapped into borrow ing mono) 
and signing ^pers by a swindler She was sentenced to three months imprisonment in 1915 

Franas Hurt, a Sitwell on his mother’s side, called his son Sitwell When in 1776 he inherited 

^rv-u unde he changed his surname to Sitwell, thus making his son Sil^cU SuwcII 

’Osben s father. Sir George Sitwell (1860-1943) 

Vint teplied Proust s mother was a Jewess Proust himself Incw a few anstocrats 

probablTthat he wa accepted m soacty ’ Brian Howard thought himself Jewish but it is 


, ro i^ionci 


’ Diana axendish (1909- ) Mamed to Robert (later Lord) Boothby 1935-7,1 
Gra} 1942-fi and to Viscount Gage in 1971 

Innoemi tuamed to Lord Kinross 1938-42 The novel was The Ruthlt 

innorm 1950 He did not marry again 

^ of Alathea Fry, Bister of Evelyn Gardner Shewasmamed 

- Magazine, in ,949 

lit ^’917- ) was mamed to Antonia Kelly 1948-65 

' Jonathan Guinness, Nancy Milford’s nephew 
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To Katharine Asquith [Piers Court 

[March 1948] 

Dear Kathanne 

I am debghted & astounded that you like The Loved One I was sure it was 
much the most ofFensi\e work I had done It shows I simply do not understand 
about decency at all 

I have read all 3 Fossett books and was greatly shocked by them So much so 
that I wrote a letter of reproof to Chnstopher* which was not well recei%ed 

Love from 
Evelyn 

My ‘Homage to Ronnie’ is postponed until May 

' Chnstopher Holb^ w rote Death of a Gentleman 1943, Fossett’s Memory 1944, and Letters to a Sister, 

1947 


To THE Marchioness of Bath [Piers Court] 

[Apnl 1948] 

Dearest Daphne 

I hope that Henry will be able to read the story I have wntten for 28th October It 
is a little nightmare that troubled me lately The size of the page limited the horrors 
Low Sunday was high Jinks for me I loved my visit & the gay whirl The dinner 
party was just what I like to think my youth was like (and it was not for it was full of 
melancholy & self-distrust) all light and sweetness And the pilgrimage to the 
Greenes & the [teak house w'ere melodrama ^ 

Mv four days in London followed the usual graph of waning populanty 
E\eryone most welcoming for a few hours & soon tinng of my continued presence 
John de Forrest ^ w ent to confession and got through 4 years sins in 13 minutes—a 
record for the Farm Street [course^] 

Chnstopher Sykes has written a most enjoyable no\ eH 

Oh, here I am wnting to you and of course you are in Ireland I wish I were there 
too with lo\eIy Debo Now 3 w’lll change plans and send this letter to Lismorc & 
Henry’s book to Stamford Please tell Andrew* that yesterday some neighbours 
telephoned to say thev had a young man in the house & couldnt get nd of him so 
might they bring him to cocktails so they did and who should it be but captain 
BLOW* I dont suppose you know what that means Andrew does 

Lo^•c from 
E\cl)n 
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* Waugh wrote in his diary ‘Olma ^ drunk, ^ insane, ^ genius ’ Olivia Plunket Greene, with whom 
Waugh had been in love in 1924-5, was living with her mother on the Longleat estate 

^ John de Forest (1907 ) Inherited Liechtenstein Otic of Count dc Bcndem 

’ Chnstopher Sykes, Answer to Question 33, 1948, dedicated to Evelyn and Laura 

* Marquess of Hardngton, who has since become Duke of Devonshire and inherited Lismorc in 
County Waterford 

* Jonathan Blow, who left the Coldstream Guards under a cloud 


To Nancy Mitford St James’Club 

7 Apnl 1948 

Darling Nancy 

I have taken refuge here from White’s which has become uninhabitable since the 
budget - all the men who to my certain knowledge have not £100 in the world 
yelling themselves hoarse (and I think sincerely believing) that they are ruined and 
the dozen or so really rich men smoking quietly m comers having made themselves 
registered companies in Costa Rica years ago The people who really are ruined are 
the heiresses for Sir Stafford^ has made it a dead loss (literally out-of-pocket) to 
have a wife with more than £2000 a year m trust frunds 

I had a long week-end in Somerset First at the Baths — frightfully noisy & 
drunken, Daphne keeping me up till 3 30 every night, and the children nding 
bicycles round the house with loud criesyfrom-b 30 No sleep Jazz all day Henry at 
meals reading the most disgusting pages of Mahnowski’s Sexual Lxfe of the Savage 
(and goodness they are disgusting) aloud to his 18 year old daughter^ and 16 year old 
son^ All Longleat park like Surrey — the woods cut, second growth scrub, tank 
tracks & decaying Nissen huts Then a great change to Mells - all Pre-Raphaelite 
paintings & the X-word puzzle with Ronnie Knox 

I visited Olivia Greene - stark mad She broke her arm writing a letter 
I heard that the Filth-Manne, as Ran calls Palffy, has behaved badly to Diana 
Mrs J Sutro-* is giving a subscnption ball for Diana & Mme Massigh^ Proust 
wou d have some difficult conundrums about that I persevere with Proust & still 
t in im insane Of course I miss all the nuances of language but the structure 
m^t e same & that is raving Eg T’ is represented as a chrome invalid of exquisite 
I I ence etc etc Then suddenly m order to illustrate Albertine’s slang he says - 
t or example talking about the seconds I had chosen for a duel I was engaged in ’ 

go outs opping after luncheon a bit tight& buy such peculiar things-3 tiepins, 
on e 2n mpire Clock, a solid silver 1830 candelabrum as tall as myself, a 

gre> bowler six pounds of church candles - they keep appeanng in my bed 

Perhaps it is not dnnk but lenity 
^ndolph IS back, exactly 3 times as fat as before 

cvcrv'wbprp^'rnew look silk stockings, high heeled shoes, diamond clips 

room superb gr^b\s usual evening in his subterranean dining 
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I call Handy Handy® & he calls me E%elyn now It is very nice Ihadtownte&ask 
him to 


Best love 
Evelyn 

* Sit Stafford Cnpps, Chancellor of the Exchequer 

^ Lady Caroline Thynne (1928- ) Mamed Dand Somerset m 1950 
’Viscount Weymouth (1932- ) 

* Gillian Sutro tras ‘a sUm shy girl more French than English, who looted as if she had just been let out 

of a com ent the natural grace of a Persian cat ’ Harold Acton, Afore Afemotrs of an Aesthete, 1970 

’ Odette Massigli, wife of the French Ambassador to London 1944-55 
‘ Handasyde Buchanan 


To Harold Acton Piers Court 

27 Apnl [1948] 

MyJDear Harold 

I have spent two enchanted days with your Memoirs of an Aesthete - (a most 
apt title whatever some of your fhends may have told you) and must thank you for 
an expenence of rare pleasure 

I expected to find most interest in the Oxford section but, enormously though 
that did delight me, I found Peking even more enthralling You have accomphshed 
a great feat in communicating your o\sti tenderness for the place to a bigoted 
westerner 

The copy of Aquanum which you found in the second-hand stall was not the 
one you inscribed to ‘Le faune d’un apres-midi ou de plusieurs’ That stands on my 
shelf next to the bound volume of Broom^ and the manusenpt of your lecture on 
‘Englfsh Realism in Early Victonan Art’ My sympathies still stand where you 
grounded them with Fnth & the Pope of Rome as you will see if you ever come to 
'isit us here, where you will also find in the flesh the bounang progeny which you 
imagined for me in Canonbury Square 

There is so much to discuss in your book that I regret more than ever that we 
ne\er meet It is not yet the time to say so but I greatly disliked Robert^ in his last 
years & think he was a dangerous lunatic better dead Your loyalty to Sachie 
[Sitwell] does credit to your wrarm heart I \astly relished the descnptions of 
Tchelitchew ’ Emerald^ has always giien me the shivers but I am glad to see her 
lauded in her old age I loved the account of Mr Handforth® Well I could cover 
pages with an enumeration of all I admired What a \ ery delightful life y ou have had 
and, I hope, are still having' 

I hope that the star on the binding means that this is only the first of many 
volumes 

You gi\e the impression that you went to Eton a Catholic® Surely you were a 
convert, with Roger Spence’ as Godfather^ 
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I was delighted that The Loved One amused you It is coming out presently as a 
pretty book Please give me an address where I can safely send a copy 

By the way, as one schoolmaster to another, you use the phrase ‘inverse ratio’ in 
the opposite to its true sense The first time you did so I thought it was a mispnnt 
but the error recurs 

With homage & aflfection 


Yours ever 
Evelyn 

^ ‘I had started swecpmg away Jin de siecle cobwebs with a paper called The Oxford Broom Our 
editonals assailed the prevalent Insipidities the pseudo-aesthetes wnthed among their willow-pattern 
teacups, and hastened to change their wardrobes Evelyn Waugh was my chief support on The 
Oxford Broom, designing the covers and giMng us his first, most pjMionately earnest short story ’ 
Memoirs of an Aesthete, pp 119,126 

^ Robert Byron, who had been killed in 1941 

^Pa\cl Tchelitchew (1898-1957) Painter His portrait of Acton was not a success ‘By slow degrees I 
saw myself committed to canvas, an ostrich egg with the mumps ’, p 176 

■* Lady Cunard 

^ Tom Handforth (1897- ) ‘An earnest devotee of Picasso hot on the trail of self-expression,’ 

P 3 H 

‘ Sir Harold Acton was baptised a Roman Catholic but brought up as a Protestant until he complained 
and was formally received into the Church and confirmed at Eton 

’Roger Spence (1904—1964) Business editor of The Eton Candle A regular soldier, he became a 
bngadier 


To Graham Greene Piers Court 

3 May [1948] 

Dear Graham 

I was delighted (so far as I can ever be delighted when speaking on the telephone) 
to hear your news, which whets my already keen appetite for the book 1 

It IS impossible now to be rich but it is possible to be idle, and this Amencan coup 
rc ie\cs you o work for about fifteen years What you should do is to have a new 
contract rawn up with Viking Press for this novel -1 presume they had it under the 
erms o sonic ear ler contract - by which your royalty earnings are paid to you in a 
ary unti t ey are exhausted My own experience is that it is simply not worth 
j ^ gross £5000 a year nowadays I get about £2000 from 
timL -r USA will now be about five 

sums of S6o’ooTch^° ^ publishers in half yearly 

sum Tnd short of domiciling yourself in USA of getting hold of the capital 

lai^c amounts Amencan taxation which is not negligible on 

You will have the most ghastly post-bag for six weeks or so Then quite abruptly 
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been rolling in nettles It usually lasts a few hours Mine has lasted over a fortnight &. 
the doctor is so eager to show his appreaation of‘paying patients’ (patient is not the 
nght word for me) that he injects me "with expensive & dangerous drugs that leave 
me stupified and morose 
Did you like mj great friends the Asquiths 

Ladj Lambton* was a Miss Jones but no relation to pen pusher^ I used to 
despise p p until I went to the Church of the Recessional, Forest Lawn 
(WTiispenng Glades) and found that she was queen of the place with a speaal shnne 
in the rehquanum So now I respect her but don’t like her 

The extract I sent re dedication was from a long article in an American paper 
{Time) saying how' beastly I am - sound in pnnciple no doubt but bang tvrong in all 
facts, like all Amcncan journalism It said that my dedications were not, as I had 
thought, signs of love for chums, but proclamations of rungs in the social ladder 
successfully ascended I must say it gi\es a lerv odd order of precedence Mrs 
Woodruff {Scott-King) is very pleased to be six ahead of Honks [Lady Diana 
Cooper] Perry Brownlow is \ery angrj' at being four down on Randolph ^ 

So a bonng neighbour said would I get a ‘cclebntj’ to judge the beauty 
competition for the \ illage fete Not so easy because those who are madly famous in 
London Pans & New York are unheard of m Stinchcombe I mean they have heard 
of Mr Churchill & the Duke of Beaufort and I suppose a number of cncketers whom 
I ha%en’t heard of, but Sergeant Preston would mean nothing to them I couldnt 
think who to ask so I got Osbert Lancaster whom I dont particularly chensh 
because I thought anyway his name is in the Daily Express ever}' day But no one 
had heard of him and it poured with rain & I took to my bed & poor Laura was left 
with O L for a week-end Goodness how sad 

The amencan article said I had a butler with ‘impeccable trousers’ On the man- 
bites-dog theory of news that is most significant Do most butlers have peccant 
trousers - no fly buttons, hole in the seat, one leg shorter than the other - or did they 
expea him to wear a kilt^ 

Children are beginning to flock back to the house Harriet has suddenly become 
much more agreeable than when you saw her 

The order of precedence again Honks Moslc} * bottom but two, well I suppose 
for a divorced jail bird that is fair but poor Bryan [Lord Moyne], a brewmg peer 
should surely be above Father d’Arcy I think Bowra must have told them this story 

All love to Honks 
Evelyn 

' Belinda Blcw-Jones mamed in 1942 Viscount Lambton who succeeded as Earl of Durham in 1970, 
but disclaimed his peerage and contmued as a Conservative MP until 1973 

^Enid Bagnold, who mamed Sir Roderick Jones in 1920 Nancy Mitford had called her'‘a sort of 
fearfully nice gym mistress’ 

’Waugh’s books written by 1948 are dedicated as follows 
Rdssetu Evelyn Gardner 

Decline and Fall Harold Acton 

yile Bodies Bryan and Diana Guinness 

Labels Bryan and Diana Guinness 
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To Graham Greene White’s 

[July? 1948] 

Dear Graham 

I am delighted that you did not take the review amiss My admiration for the 
book was great - as I hope I made plain ‘ 

It was your putting that quotation from Peguy^ at the beginning which led me 
astray I think it will lead others astray Indeed I saw a review b> Raymond 
Mortimer in which he stated without the hesitation I expressed, that >ou thought 
Scobie a saint 

I think you will have a great deal of troublesome controversy in USA The 
Bishops there are waiting to jump on decadent European Githohasm - or so it 
seemed to me - and I just escaped delation by sending everyone to heaven 

Do please come whenever you have a spare night or nights 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

'In his review of The Heart of the Matter in Commonweal, 16 Jul), Waugh wrote ‘I believe Mr 
Greene thinks him [Scobic] a saint Perhaps I am wrong in this ’ Greene wrote to Waugh, ‘A small 
point - I did not regard Scobie as a saint, and his offering his damnation up was intended to show how 
muddled a man full of goodwill could become once “off the rails” ’ Waugh wrote a correcting letter to 
The Tablet and when the rc\ lew was translated into French he altered it to read ‘Some cntics have taLen 
Scobie to be a samt ’ 

* The quotation reads ‘Le pccheur est au coeur meme de la chr^tientd Nul n’est aussi compitent 

que le pgcheur en maoire de chr€uent6 Nul, si cc n’est le saint ’ 


To John Betjeman Piers Court 

[26 July 1948] 

Postcard 


I he itchin’ 

Because of the imperfections of my kitchen 
While you are hikin’ 

Round Berks studying the lichen' 


’ Betjeman insisted ‘Of course it is htycn not lycken’ 
wireless in a reading of his poem ‘Ireland with Emily’ 


Presumably he had mispronounced it on the 


To Nancy Mitford 
[10 August 1948] 


[Piers Court ?] 


Dearest Nancy 

2000 words a day is very good going I do congratulate & envy you 

e ras is aw ul It comes from eating zoned fish It is just as tho you had 
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been rolling m nettles It usually lasts a few hours Mine has lasted over a fortnight &. 
the doctor is so eager to show his apprcaation of‘paying pauents’ (patient is not the 
nght word for me) that he injects me with expensive & dangerous drugs that leave 
me stupified and morose 
Did jou like mj great friends the Asquiths 

Lad} Lambton’ was a Miss Jones but no relation to pen pusher ^ I used to 
despise p p until I went to the Church of the Recessional, Forest Lawm 
(Whispenng Glades) and found that she was queen of the place with a speaal shnne 
in the reliquanum So now I respect her but don’t like her 
The extract I sent re dedication was from a long article m an Amencan paper 
{Time) saying how beastly I am - sound in pnnciplc no doubt but bang wrong in all 
faas, like all Amencan journalism It said that m} dedications were not, as I had 
thought, signs of love for chums, but proclamations of rungs in the soaal ladder 
successfully ascended I must say it gives a ver} odd order of precedence Mrs 
Woodruff {Scott-Ktng) is very’ pleased to be six ahead of Honks [Lady Diana 
Cooper] Perry Brow nlow is v ery angry at being four down on Randolph ^ 

So a boring neighbour said would I get a ‘celebntj’’ to judge the beauty 
competition for the vnllage fete Not so easy because those who are madly famous m 
London Pans & New York arc unheard of m Stinchcombe I mean the} have heard 
of Mr Churchill & the Duke of Beaufort and I suppose a number of cncketers whom 
I haven’t heard of, but Sergeant Preston would mean nothing to them I couldnt 
think who to ask so I got Osbert Lancaster whom I dont particularly chensh 
because I thought anyway his name is in the Daily Express every day But no one 
had heard of him and it poured with rain & I took to my bed& poor Laura was left 
withOL for a week-end Goodness how’sad 

The amencan article said I had a butler with ‘impeccable trousers’ On the man- 
bites-dog theory of new's that is most significant Do most butlers have peccant 
trousers - no fly buttons, hole in the seat, one leg shorter than the other - or did they 
expect him to wear a kilt ’ 

Children are beginning to flock back to the house Harnet has suddenly become 
much more agreeable than when you saw her 
The order of precedence again Honks Mosle} ^ bottom but two, well I suppose 
for a divorced jail bird that is fair but poor Bryan [Lord Moyne], a brewing peer 
should surely be above Father d’Arcy. I think Bowra must have told them this story 

All love to Honks 
Evelyn 

' Belinda Blcu-Jones tnarricd in 1942 Viscount Lambton who succeeded as Earl of Durham in 1970, 
but disclaimed his peerage and continued as a Conservatiie mp until 1973 

^Enid Bagnold, who married Sir Roderick Jones in 1920 Nancy Mitford had called her-’a sort of 
fearfuUj mce gym mistress’ 

Waugh’s books wntten bj 1948 are dedicated as follows 

El elyn Gardner 

Decline and Fall Harold Acton 

b'l/e Bodies Bryan and Duna Guinness 

Deitels Bryan and Diana Guinness 
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Remote People 
Black Mtschej 
Nwety-Tmo Days 
kdmund Campion 
Waugh in Abyssinia 
Scoop 

Work Suspended 
Put Out More Flags 
Brides head Revisited 
Scott-Ktng s Modem Europe 
The Loved One 


Ha7cl La\cr) 

Mar) andDoroth) L)pon 
Diana Cooper 
Martin D’Arc) 

Kitrv andPciT) (Brownlow] 
Laura 

Alexander Woollcoit 
Randolph Churchill 
Laura 

Mia Woodruff 


Nanc) Mitford 
A Handjul of Dust and Robbery tinder Law arc undcdicated 

■* Nanc)’s sister Diana, married to Br)an Guinness 1929-1934 and to Sir Oswald Mosles in 1936 The 
Mosless were interned dunng the Second World War Br)an Guinness succeeded as Lord Mo)ne in 
1944 


To A D Peters Piers Court 

[20 August 1948] 

Postcard 

Not keen on dramatization of Lazed One but open to persuasion Name of 
dramatist unimportant but he must submit detailed scenario Then if I approte he 
can go ahead but I retain right of censorship o\er all dialogue 

E 


Sir L Ohvier thinks it will make a film' He must be insane 

' Laurence Olmcr (1907- ) Actor Knighted 1947 Life Peer 1970 The Loved One v,ascscn(U2\\) 

made into a film in 1965 b> Ton) Richardson in Hollywood with John Gielgud, Liberacc and Rod 
Steiger - ‘an elaborate travests ’ 


To John Shaw Billings Piers Court 

3 September 1948 

Dear Mr Billings 

Thank you for your letter of Aug 25th I had already sent you a note under the 
false impression that you were in London 

It IS certainly rruethat I am anxious to make a study of the Catholic Church m the 
United States It is clear to me (and an increasing number of European Catholics) 
that the history of the Church for the next few centunes will be determined in 
America It is therefore of great importance to us that we understand its local 
peculiarities The Church, though essentially the same in every country', offers huge 
& fasanating superficial \ ariety, uhich c\ en confiises as sharp an obsen er as Aldous 
Huxley as ho, as I expect you noticed, ssent AAoefully astray in Chapter xiii o^Ends 
S' Aieans on this a cry point * 


OCTOBER 1948 283 


It would not be possible or desirably for me to deal WTth such questions as the 
political influence of the Church in USA WTiat I could hope to do in a few weeks 
tour IS to get the fla\ our of it One of the things, for example, which disconcerted us 
was the way in which your Catholic chaplains conducted ptotestant& jewish prayers 
& It seems likely that, though you mention a doubtful ‘record of cooperation’, your 
Catholic clergy are very much more cooperative than ours I should very much like 
to hear some of your prominent preachers and see the ministry at work among 
negroes & Mexicans, see how far national differences eg between Poles, Insh, 
Spanish stocks created separate Catholic communities within the general body 
Also I am specially interested in American monastiasm as the result of reading an 
intensely moMng book shortly to appear by a young man named Thomas Merton^ 
who after a disorderly youth has become a Trappist monk in Kentucky It seems to 
me hkely that Amencan monastiasm may help save the world 
Now all this and many other points I want to examine pnmanly for the purpose 
of informing European Catholics about the charaaer of their future leaders, but I 
think It might also interest Amencans to know how their Catholics strike a 
sympathetic & inquisitive foreigner I cannot think of a more suitable vehicle than 
Life for a speaal study to be written with this public in view, before I write a fuller 
study for Europeans I would be very glad to meet Mr Hughes & could hav e him to 
stay here for a day or tw'o dunng which we could discuss the project in detail 
All commeraal questions are in the hands of my agent, Mr Matson of 30 
Rockefeller Plaza ^ 


Yours sincerely 
Evelyn Waugh 

' In ‘The Amencan Epoch in the Catholic Church’ Waugh quoted from Huxley’s Ends and Means 
* 937 )« some length, beginning ‘Chnsiianitj like Hinduism or Buddhism is not one religion but several 
, and commenting ‘Only a v ery learned man can be quite as hopelessly and articulately w rong as that ’ 
Life, September 1949 

^ Thomas Menon (1915-68) Monkandwnter Waugh edited his 5i/<7ife, 1949,and WatersoJ 

Silence, 1950 The first ‘took a week and resulted in what should be a fine thin volume’ Dianes 28 August 
1948 

*Waugh received St,000 in payment and was allowed to spend up to $4,000 on expenses 


To Nancy Mitford 
4 October 1948 

Darling Nancy 

Mr Popkin * seems to me to be collaborating w ith the Government I hav e had 
g> 3 e him a pep talk I do not know' Ld Beaverbrook very well but I know 
Randolphs imitations of him so I did that & Popkin was scared stiff & promised 
immediate new behav'iour 

I went to such an extraordinary house on Wednesday^ A side of life I never saw 
before - very nch, Cambridge, Jewish, socialist, high brow, sacntific, farming 
There were Picassos on sliding panels & when you pushed them back plate glass & a 
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Stable with a stallion looking at one No servants Lovely Carolcan silver 
unpolished Gourmets’ wines & agars The house a senes of w ood bungalows, more 
bathrooms than bedrooms The hostess at six saying ‘I say shall we have dinner 
tonight as Evelyn’s here*Usually we only have Shredded Wheat I’ll see what there 
IS ’ Goes to tiny kitchenette & comes back ‘Well thcres grouse, partndges, ham, a 
leg of mutton and half a cold goose’ (literallj) ‘What does anyone want^’ Then a 
children’s nannie dining with us called ‘Twinkle’ dressed with tremendous starched 
fnlls & celluloid collars, etc and everyone talking to her about lesbianism & 
masturbation House telephone so that generally people dont bother to meet but 
just telephone from room to room It made quite a change from Stinkers 

Here is a funny piaure of my patriarchal home arcle 

Best love 
E 

’ Waugh’s accountant 

^To stay with the Walstons Cathenne Crompton (1916-78) mamed Henry Walston (1912- ) m 
193s He was made a life peer in 1961 She was a dose friend of Graham Greene’s On another occasion 
Waugh wrote to Lady Rothermere ‘She and/or Mr Walston collect some jolly cnterpnsmg pictures and 
objects I must say Almost nothing in the house I would not be pleased to steal ’ 


To A D Peters Piers Court 

[Received 4 Oaober 1948] 

Postcard 

I have heard from my bank& the whole question of opening an account in Rome or 
giving francs to starving nuns at Grasse[^] seems too complicated So let us chuck it 
& collect the money here in pounds m the usual way, before the franc falls further 
But in future if translation rights appear let us make the contraa in all cases for all 
royalties & advances to go straight to Catholic chanties in the countnes concerned 

E W 


Piers Court 


To Randolph Churchill 
14th Oaober [1948] 

My Dear Randolph 

intense interest the announcement of your engagement in this 

T 11 newspaper Please accept my cordial congratulations 

D ^ ^ young lady but she must be piossessed of magnificent courage 

hniici'? notably courageous I observe*) receive you in his 

ODDortunitv^f d ^ labonous journey to call here & give me the 

opponunity of doing homage to the heroine 
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Thanks to your kind offices I am off to USA as soon as the Luce family can get me 
a cabin Whj not cometo New York for your honeymoon ? 

Yours ever affectionately 
E\ elyn 

‘The announcement of Randolph Churchfll's engagement lead *to June, onh daughter of Colonel 
Rex Osborne DSO Mc’ She died in 1980 


To June Osborne Piers Giurt 

23 October 1948 

Postcard 

I hed when I told you that I had sent flowers to you I meant to order them after 
luncheon but got delated in vasinng your new spaaous & highly convenient house & 
went straight to the railway station Please forgive me& please accept my deep good 
wishes for jour happiness with Randolph 

I have known him for a long time, perhaps before jou were bom, certainlj before 
you could read & wnie, and have alw a> s felt that he had a unique natural capacity for 
happiness which, one waj & another, has never jet been fully developed I am sure 
^ you will be able to do this for him He is essentially a domestic and home-loving 
character who has never had a home Mj observation has taught me that the best 
possible guide for choosing a husband is to go for the child of a happy mamage 
That has been a huge source of strength to Randolph’s father & I am sure it will be 
so to him 

1 am )ust off to America & can’t hope to see you again before Chnstmas, but please 
be assured that you will be much in my thoughts & prayers 

Yours affectionately 
Evelyn Waugh 


To Nancy Mitford 
24 October 1948 

Dearest Nancy 

Six months hard I am afraid without remission for good conduct The 
manusenpt ‘ was a delight to read, full of wit & fun & fantasy Whole passages (eg 
Cedrics arrival & first evening) might be used verbatim m a book The theme is 
onginal & promising There is not a bonng sentence (except p 274) But it isn’t a 
book at all yet No more 40 hour week Blood, sweat & tears That is to say if you 
want to produce a work of art There is a work of art there, lurking in a hole, 
occasionally visible bj the tip of its whiskers 

The Radletts of course steal the scene again Jassj & Victona are intoxicating & 
real, so real that every other character pales beside them except Cedne who, 
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deploiabh, is made to talk m places in exactly their idiom This is a tnck >ou must 
look out for I can )ust accept Polly speaking exactly like Linda - but Cedric is a 
Pansian pansy Oliver Messcl doesn’t talk like Debo 

Your great failure is ‘Boy’ vs ho is too important to be left, as he is, a mere 
collection of attributes Most of the minor characters are flops Mrs Corbett begins 
as though you meant her to be a sort of Jean Norton-Freda Ward but almost at once 
becomes Erskine-Ogilvie-Grant She would be greatly strengthened by some of 
Freda’s prudery & shyness Mrs Covens is )ust two or three different people You 
start her as a North Oxford dons wife, suddenly enrich &. ennoble her and turn her 
into a hunting girl There hav e been rich & sporting dons’ homes but not in Banbury 
Road They have little manors in the Bicester country (eg Holland Hibberts& John 
Beechams) 

I don’t believe that in a pompous house (not Grace Curzon’s anyway) a newly 
arrived, shy girl would be greeted by gibes about her mother’s adultery I know less 
of French manners but it is inconceivable to me that Fabrice would talk to a jeune 
fille as you make him 

Davey was a good foil to Uncle Mathew but he loses point beside Cedne & Boy 
The punctuation is pitiable but it never becomes unintelligible so I just shouldn’t 
try It is clearly not your subject - like theology' 

The narrativ e doesn’t begin until Chapter 111 and is just developing an intricate & 
highly enjoyable climax when the siren goes and down tools 

I should mention that (granted the awful failure of Boy to come to life at all) you 
handle the Polly-Boy relationship admirably everywhere 

Now the book must be sax ed So start again Hav e no explanations, assume your 
reader knows Pursuit of Love^ and plunge him straight into Alconleigh with the 
Lecturer’s first lascivious v isit Then follow him to Montdore and show him as the 
jagger Then if you like pack them off to Delhi and start again at your Chapter in 
From then on all you have to do is watch the characters & make them speak & behave 
consistently Then at the end of Part it Chapter viu you can get really to work on 
the senous architectural achievement It is a Henry James theme, told in a lighter 
way Think how James would have developed the final chapters & then wnte them 
in your own delicious manner & we shall have a memorable book 

Well I suppose you will hate me now for the rest of our lives Ms follows by 
separate post 


Best love 
Evelyn 

1 was sorry I couldn t dine with Pam [Berry] on Wednesday That w'as before I read 
your notes Perhaps now it is lucky ^ ' 

' Love in a Cold Climate, 1949 

Nancy Mitford had already made changes suggested by Lord Berners and, though expressing 
gntitu c, relied to Waugh I \c always known that Boy was too sketchy and that the beginning is 
umsv ut feel RU'ic sure that 1 am incapable of wnting the book you want me to - I can’t do 
morcrea vt ns *e otcr surfaces, for one thing I am rather insensitne as you know,-and for another 
no, scry clever She did make sescral of the suggested alterations 
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To Laura Waugh Cunard White Star, 

All Souls [2 November] 1948 RMS Qtteen Ehzabeth 

M> Darling Laura 

It IS ^\a^n& fogg) & fairlj calm I have a little room like a wagon-lit ^\hlch Miss 
Case ^ has filled v. ith carnations Her n erdict['] on the e\ cning at Ann Rothermere’s 
was ‘That is the set I should be in if I lived in England’ 

I miss jou V erj much - far more than I expected - for ever} comer of the ship is 
full of happ} memones of }OU There is no one on board I sit in the little pnvate 
dining room opposite where we sat & the head waiter devotes himself to providing 
speaal dishes He ev cn cooks me a dail} loaf of bread 1 eat heav il} & simpl} & pass 
the timem the pleasures I cannot get at home - daily mass& daily Turkish baths and 
Miss Case’s endless encomiums of Mrs Luce- Poor Miss Case, by the vva}, has to 
share a cabin with a French Jewess 

Well all this happened on the way to a little part} of Sheila Milbanke’s^ Miss 
Osborne went there with a temperature of 102°, full of benzedrine given her b} 
Randolph & then proceeded to dnnk a lot of wine Randolph took her home to Diana 
Sandys'’ house & she said she had lost the key & would accordingly commit suicide & 
legged It for the nv er pursued by Randolph He caught her on the embankment 
w here she struck him three times w ith the clenched fist called the police & gav e him 
in charge for indecent assault Fiv e police appeared in a fi} ing squad car & Randolph 
harangued them Then a strange car drew up to see the fun & Miss Osborne leaped 
in & was dnven away, Randolph thought to death or worse 

So I was taken round to reason with her and was left alone reasoning for hours 
& she proved quite amenable to reason & I left them both in tears & kisses & 
Randolph & I W'cnt off & got a bit drunk at Bucks, Pratts, Whites 
I will wnte to you often 

All my love 
Ev el} n 

* Margaret Case became soaety editor of Vogue in 1926 and was special features editor when she left in 
1971 

^ Clare Booth (1903- ) Mamed Henr> Luce in 1935 She was a phywnght (Tfie Women, 1936), 
journalist, congresswoman and Ambassador to Italy 1953-6 

’ Sheila Chisholm, an Australun, had mamed m 1928 Sir John MilbanLe In 1934 she mamedPnncc 
Dimim of Russia 

‘Diana Churchill (1909-63) Randolph’s sister Mamed 193^-60 to Duncan Saudi’s, the 
Conservatise minister 


To Laura Waugh Knickerbocker Club, 

9 November [1948] 807 Fifth Avenue 

Darling, 

So I have been in great pain A boil in the small of my back which appeared as I 
landed & got worse So I telephoned the hotel doctor who pinched it & poked it & 
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didn’t know what to do Then next day I said to Miss Perkins who jaggers me at the 
Life Office I have a terrible boil so she sent me to the Life doctor who jaggered me & 
ga\e me radiant heat & peniallin & then latei he sent me to New York Hospital 
where I first sat J of an hour in an office with a hideous secretary covered in orchids 
Then the doctor appeared & sent me to a cellar full of people covered m blood 
brought in from accidents and no one did anything until someone said ‘You want 
penicilhn Go buy some’ so I was sent to a shop to buy a bottle & then I came back to 
the cellar with my bottle saying ‘Will no one inject this penicillin But no one would 
until at last the janitor took pity & injected it So this morning the doctor from New 
York Hospital sent a message that I was a surgical case& must come back but I said 
not on your life and put myself in the hands of the Life doctors who have made me 
much better, but it is a sad way to start my little holiday 

I had some letters from you this morning I am sorry that your cow is dead 
particularly as now only one slender horned life stands between us Why not come 
to New York by air arnvmg Dec 6th & staying till 17th ? I shall be there all that time 
My cabin in Mary has two beds 


Please tell Midland Gardens to go ahead without arch to tennis court You do not 
say whether carpets have come 

So the last day of the voyage became two days because a fog kept us lying off the 
harbour & all the Americans became very impatient It had the worst effect on poor 
IVbss Case who began reading aloud the passages from Brtdeshead about the 
^ultery in the ship saying ‘It is Wagnerian’ & looking at me in a hungry fashion 
Then I ran out of money & had to borrow heavily from her so all my carefully 
fostered aloofness went to pot 


Well we landed on Saturday afternoon and a jagger from Life met me & took me 
to the Plaza Hotel Goodness it was decent to see marble & gilding & mahogany & 
palms again after all the functional decoration of the ship That evening I dined with 

tr ^ ^ great success, caviar, dover soles flown that day from 

England etc but neither aware of what they ate or drank He handsome, well 
nnere , well dressed, densely stupid She exquisitely elegant, cle\er as a 
onkey, self centred She came back with me& sat in my suite talking about religion 
leaureTour™' l^^er that I had no heart Next day she left on a 


as ?eirr NowVhcalled Anne Fremantle^ came to luncheon I used to know her 
already causing ^ ca mg Catholic’ intellectual - very nice but my boil was 
wiS so^ rml T He IS greatly taken up 

unbecommgdrawl’TSfersoilTST”^*^ unusual & 

Tomorrow 1 wrll wnro^r rell you wh„ oho has happouod ,o 1 


OrrorU.nuiTiedChnstophCTFrcmandoniow!^ ^ OJ«>r « Hertford College, 
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including an authobiographj, Three-Contered Hat 1971 At lunch Waugh ga\e her ‘comfortable 
amounts of Bristol Cream’ and cartar and described her becoming an American atizen as ‘wth full 
consent dehberatclj committing this homd act’ 


To Randolph Churchill Knickerbocker Club, 

9NoAemberIi948J 807 Fifth A^enue 

I am in some doubt ^\hcther or no )ou are married ' I receded no 
communication from you at all (except an obscene one) and feared that jour 
heroine’s courage had failed or at least that she had faltered more or less in her great 
task of happiness But on landing here I am told that the local press has announced 
jour ssedding Praj enlighten me 

I spent mj first e\ening with jour friends the Luces I am afraid it was not a 
success I found him ignorant and denselj stupid Her I admired for chic & 
sharpness but she complained later to others that 1 lacked heart 

I sit in the local White’s pining for the true White’s This is the only place in New 
York w’here one can escape running into trash like Sitwell & Beaton Onlj yanks & 
good silent ones - mostlj bank managers I belie\e 

If It is appropnate, my salutations to June 

Yours e\er 
Evelyn 

•Hc'n-as 


To Laura Waugh Boston 

14 November 1948 

Darling Laura 

One, half Jew half Irish, no%elist called Harry Syh ester* lunched with me at 
the Chambord (best restaurant in the world where I hoped to feed you m 
December) and denounced the natne priesthood Then I went to a four o’clock 
cocktail party gi\en by the Jesuits at Fordham Unitersity Then Aery weary & in 
pain I went to the Knickerbocker Qub of which Maj^’s^ pa (a \ ery dull gentleman) 
had made me a member & I fell into conversation with a member who turned out to 
be balmy & he insisted on taking me to his home to dnnk brandy while he read aloud 
Anglican hymns Next day I went to see the head lecture agent who was like a big 
business man m a film then I w'ent to a fashionable luncheon party at the Rain Club 
where I sat between Mrs Angier Duke ^ and a lady called Millicent Fenwick who has 
)ust wntten a book on etiquette^ 650 pages long which I will gi\ e you for Christmas 
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if}ou like 1 hoped It would be funn> but it isn^ icalh 1 hen 1 utnt to tea with Miss 
Gise to meet Wolcot Gibbs& then a huge bohemian parts in an attit pntn b\ Anne 
Fremantle and one had to go thiough a child’s bed room to get from dining room to 
pailour& there was another older child making a ship in the bath room so no one 
could pee & sargent Picston was thcie among otheis A lads spilled wine on ms 
chest so I could not go on to a pans that was being gnen m another part of the town 
in honour of Alec Waugh Next das 1 went to see Andrea^ (all these engagements 
svere interspersed with medical treatment at the Lijc Office) &. went to a tailor & 
ordered 2 new' suns & then to the slums to sec Doroths Das an autocratic ascetic 
saint who wants us all to be pooi ,and hei joung men ssho arc poor alreadj^A. base a 
paper called Catholic Worker and a soup kitchen I gave a great parts of them 
luncheon in an Italian restaurant in the district &. Mrs Da} didn’t at all approsc of 
then basing cocktails or wine but the} had themS: we talked till four o’clock & then 1 
svent to tea with the leading Catholic lad} of Ness York called Mrs Porter Chandler’ 
& Anne Fremantle ssas there and a deserted Catholic wife, scr} small & sad, whom I 
kept meeting, called Mis Cosslcs Then 1 ssas i, an hour late for dinner which was 
sad because it w'as meant to be a treat for Miss Case & sshen I reached 21 she ssas 
tight& we svent on to the first night ofEdna Ferber’s pla} ^ an act and a half latc& it 
was WO' bad& pro Jewish Then we went to the Gilbert Millers’* there ssas Ton} 
Weldon* the Buss} Shaftcls'" and some fine French pictures* champagne 

Well I ssas getting healthier but moic exhausted so next da} I had injcrs icsss ssith 
Ltjc & Matson & lunched with Sargent Preston at Knickerbocker Club * then a 
Catholic publisher came to sec me* stased all the afternoon * then I had dnnks 
svith Cecil Beaton in his splendid suite at the Pla/a Then the chief editors oi Life 
gase a dinner part} for me* I got a bit tight * teased them but I think it svas all right 
& then an editor* I went to a night club , 

All this time the Sitwells were rampaging about New York cutting a terrific 
splash but I kept clear of them 

I forgot to tell you that I met the notorious poet Auden at Mrs Fremantle’s* 
rather liked him 


You will think all this time has not been spent much 
you will be right really 


in Catholic enquiries & 


I iiijr 


ARonianC„ho 1 .c he la,cr left the Church 

" Vogue Book of Enqueue by Millicent Fenwick (loio- l r,. 

;;^drea Cowd.n. w..h who. Waugh 

publisher of the Co/of the Catholic Labour Mosetnent and co-founder and 

chairman of thekard oSu«uk^i?cl'*Yorl Otj" ” 

'firaro. written with Georges Kauffman 

’Gilbert Miller (1884-1967) Theatre producer Mamed Kathrvn n k 
-Buzzy Shefftel had been a, Oxford, but after WaugT ^ 


I 
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To Nancy Mitford New York 

[No\ ember 1948] 

Darling Nancj 

I think > ou w ould wish to hear about Sir O Sitw ell Well he has grow'n his hair (so 
carefullj kept bj Trumper) so that he looks like Einstein He and Edith (& Mr 
Homer*) are ha\ing one hell of a time Eterj magazine has six pages of pictures of 
them headed ‘The Fabulous Sitw ells’ They have hired the Philharmonic Orchestra 
which in this town is something \er} big indeed to plaj while thej recite poetr}' 
Goodness how they are enjoynng it I said ‘Is Sachie joining jou**’ ‘Alas Sachie is 
High ShenffofHis Giunt) and therefore unable to leave the United Kingdom’ 
Maureen is here (also Maunce [Bowra] but that is another stor}) with her 
bndegroom^ Thej dined with me last night in a fashionable restaurant The 
bndegroom wore Wellington boots and a dinner jacket ornamented with gold 
Grenadier buttons 

I am trjing to persuade Sargent Preston to enter a Trappist monasterj I think 
he will he happier there 

The shops sell an intrument called the ‘Beau Alarm’ which emus a noise like an 
air raid siren It is for girls subjected to passionate & unwelcome advances ‘ 

I have made 2 great new fnends& many enemies 
Your last novel verj popular here among upper classes 

Millicent Fenwick has wntten a book of Etiquette - 650 pages and not a dull 
sentence Would jou like a copy for Xmas' 

A lady called Miss Case is*in lov e with me - unreaprocated 
Temble rumours of Randolph’s honeymoon spread by Tanis^ 

I meet bad nativ e pansies who all claim to be your close fnends 

Lov e from 
Ev ely n 

' David Homer 6rst met Osbert Sitwell in igat and was his companion for man) )cars 
^Maureen Guinness, widow of the Marquess of Duffenn and Ava had mamed Kclp) Buchanan in 
September 

^TamsGumncss(igo8- ) Mamed 1937-51 to Howard Dietz 


To Laura Waugh Maryland Club 

20 November [1948] 

Darling Laura 

No news from you I hope this means that you are hav ing a time of notous liberty, 
not that y ou hav e fallen into a melancholy as a result of Victona’s death * 

I arm cd here, Baltimore, late last night A chain of club membership follows me 
about the country It is very convenient In Boston the Somerset Club was verv 
sedate - like Boodles in 1875 Homblc food. The Times two days old flovvn from 
England, all the members had been more often to London than to New York 
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Boston was charming You must go there when jou come in the late w inter It looks 
exactly like Highgate, if jou can imagine Highgatc full of Wren churches The hotel 
I stayed in was full of intoxicated bakers Elach wore a cardboard loaf round his neck 
1 suppose their trade accustoms them to night W'ork Thej sang all night &. there was 
no sleep My hotel here is full of cockroaches which remind me of home The} arc 
much quieter than bakers though equally nocturnal 

I am quite cured of my abscess & in good health except for slight oppression due 
to unaccustomed heat 

The McIntyres ha\ e a charming 1830 house in Louisburg Square When the cit> 
authorities deaded to repave the cobble-brick pa\cmcnts with concrete Mrs 
McIntyre & all the first ladies of Boston spread carpets outside their houses & sat 
there until the workmen went awaj A good side to American feminism 

Maunce Bowra is Icctunng at Har\ard which is practically part of Boston I saw 
him twice He was verj jolly We drove through torrential rain to look at Salem, 
Gloucester, Marble Head and other beauty spots but saw nothing I went to 
luncheon with the Jesuits at Loyola College & before you could saj ‘knife’ found 
myself on a dais addressing undergraduates - just as happened at the convent in 
California 


Mark Anthony de Wolfe Howe^, who sent jou many messages of Iove&. homage 
took me to two of his clubs Boston is all clubs with names like ‘The Supper Club of 
1776 , The Ethical Essay Society of 1802’ ‘The Beacon Hill Literarj Institute’, etc 
Oliver Wendel Holmes, Thomas de Quinccy Adams, etc belonged to them all and 
now' the same little high-minded group keep them going meeting twice a day under 
different auspices Helen Howe Allen has had her breast removed (cancer) and is 
distressed about it 

It was all nght by the way about the New York dinner with the cditonal board of 
Li\fe I had a letter from the chief of them saying would I please repeat the 
performance 


The most disturbing event at Boston was a visit to a Father Feeney SJ at 
Harvard Mrs Luce had told me that he w'as a saint & apostle on no account to be 
missed He has a Catholic Center, as it is called, just outside the University campus 
& has made some showy converts Well when I asked about him in Boston clergy & 
laymen alike looked embarrassed & said ‘We haven’t seen him for a long time’ I 
went one morning by appointment & found him surrounded by a court of bemused 
^ut so ot sexes & he stark, raving mad All his com erts have chucked their 
j u instruction He fell into a rambling 

u tW'hich gradually became more & more violent 

nn Rrmn ^ irreparable damage to the Church then started 

12 CQuId'hav ^ Ki^^^ 1.” Cotton saying ‘To think that any innocent girl of 
wer?2L! r/ f obscene book put into her hands’ as though it 

‘I have to eat a rotten 

eSn sarabsolmel T T ^ >-obuked him in strong words His 

unbroken silence I ^ Tl ^ boly man addressed like this And in 

that he is disobevin^tb ^ house I talked to some Jesuits later & they said 

IS disobeying the plain orders of his provinaal by staying there It seemed to 


i 
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me he needed an c\orast more than an alienist A ease of demoniac possession &. 
jollj fnghtc'ning 

I am rc\ne\\nng an American booh of etiquette for the Atlunitc Monthly for a bit 
of fun W ould j ou like me to arrange for \ arious hostesses to take charge of} ou here 
while I lecture Februarj-March' It could casilj be done I think 1 haseput vou into 
mj leaunng contraa - subjea Sophocles - in ease the Soaalist Goternment 
enquire whj jou tra\cl with me 

All my lotc 
Eseljn 

'The cow 

^Mirl Atiihonv de Wolfe Howe (1864-1960) Wnierand editor Published Surre// H'endellami his 
Mamed to the Irish wnier Mars Manninft 

^Father Feenev An unfrocked pnest who later made his submission and died in the Church 


To Laura Waugh [Baltimore] 

24 No\ ember [1948] 

Postcard 

Time marches on and no word from the Whisker 1 hope this means that jou 
happilj engaged or piouslj in retreat, not that you are dead If you arc dead please 
be buned in the comer of the field adjoining the % illagc cemetery Ha\ e a small piece 
cut off & consecrated I will design the tomb on mj return 
Baltimore has been rather bonng I went to one stuffy upper class dinner partj on 
mj first night & I go to another tonight, mj last nighr Apan from these I has e seen 
only clergy' Loyola College gasc a large, sumptuous, clerical buffet supper for me 
yesterday which was both boring & embarrassing 

Today I play ed a game of pegotty w ith a pubescent negress in an adminng circle 
of black nuns I won 

All my love 
E 


To Nancv MitfORD Piers Court 

10January[1949] 

Darling Nancy 

Your letter of 4th Jan to hand I notice it was posted at Marlborough, Wilts The 
soaalist underground has slipped up 

The undull book was about Etiquette not Elizabeth I will send you a copy from 
New York where I go in ten days to earn dollars for my unhappy country instead of 
spending them on traitors 
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Gel-gcP be bugbuggered No sane man could cn\j Sir Osbert [Sitwell] his 
ostentauous progress through USA Nor do the Americans respect him for it 
Perhaps 1 told j ou that I asked his publisher w hethcr there had been an\ increase in 
his sales as the result of all the ballyhoo, ‘Yes, i8 copies’ The point is that at last Sir 
Osbert has found the life that he has groped after all his life, just as you ha\c So you 
are both quite happy in your base ways I suppose you two arc the only inhabitants 
of the Globe (except perhaps the Mountbatten stalking-horse^) who can say 
‘Heavenly 1948’ What an odd idea of heaven Of course in my country we cannot 
enjoy the elegant clothes & meals & masquerades which fill vour days but Diana has 
chosen these things also and certainly she is not happy 

I met an expatriate in New York who may be known to you - Anne Fremantle' 
She too gave her youth to the soaalist cause and at once left the sinking ship when 
her ends were accomplished But her literary skill is not as gravely impaired by the 
change - perhaps because she genuinely repented and became a Catholic at the same 
time But she would not say ‘Heavenly 1948’ of, I suppose, the blackest year in the 
worlds history since 1793 

But I am forgetting that Coue^ was a Frenchman, not as one might have thought, 
an American 

The sounds you hear next door'* arc probably His Eminence doing penance for 
the fnghtful sms of yourself & Picasso and that woman Diana took up ^ 

I nev er go to the theatre now but I believ e that there is a great scarcity of tolerable 
comedies I have no doubt that given an agreeable collaborator (the just word) you 
will make a great success of your new career 

Laura is well but hard-dnven by the cares of farm & nursery She is seldom seen 

eavily veiled in crepe as the Empress Frederick’ Harnet is entirely enchanted 

wnth the mother of pearl egg which I left in White’s & gave her last week Both send 
their lov e 

Mosley **, I read, is selling up 

If you can find Pere A Gardeil’s La Structure de Fame et F experience mystique it 
would be a great kindness to send a copy to Thomas Merton, Gethsemani, 
Kentucky, UbA to w horn I promised one & have been unable to keep my promise I 
GardeiPs)'^”^ exchange his Elected Silence which I am editing (Merton’s not 

I pray God you may get a glimpse of Heaven in 1949 




’ Jealous 

-d'P-dence of Ind.a ,n 1947 

rcatc ‘Eserj da>, and in even ‘="cou'^Bcd people to 

2m becoming better and better’ 

’Louise de Vilmonn 

riT'f 't "r*"•''* " »■“ •» 

p.odoa.on of ,11 bphmil Cci W Cm”"""""*' ‘■“"W' 
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'Nana Milford «as going to a fana-dress ball thus attired 

'SirOswald Mosla did not mo\-cuntil 11)51 SirOswald Moslc) {i896-t98o) Mamed Lad) Cmthia 
Curzon 1910-33 and Diana Mitford in 1936 Founded Bntish Lnion ofFascists in 1932 


To A D PetFRS Piers Court 

[Rcccned iSJanuarj 1949] 

Postcard 

Don’t w ant to be published at all b} communist countnes If not too late stop 
all negotiations t\nth them Thc> might use Loied One as anti-Amencan 
propaganda 

EW 


To Nano Mitford Piers Court 

i7januar} 1949 

Dearest Nanc> 

Of course I am cross with jou for being happj It is cntircK indecent And of 
course I am appalled at the blasphcmj ofwnting ‘Heascnlj 1948’ I assume jou 
w rote It w ith the intent to be odious 

It would be just tolerable if >ou had alwajs set up as a porcelain marquise 
adMsing the starving to eat more cake But jou were alwajs lecturing us about how 
much JOU loved human kind and now with human miserj & degradation 
e\ crj w here at us blackest j ou talk like a debutante after her first panj It is not that 
I think jour soul in danger but that I doubt if jou has c a soul at all 

Perhaps Napoleon is not the happiest model to take in jour devotion to the 
French Think of these things when jou reach vour St Helena 

I did not know about jour being a whore In fact I thought whonng had been 
stopped in Pans 

Well I am just off to the hideous round of the Middle West, lecturing to 
Amencan Catholics who maj jet preserve the good things which the French 
abandoned But I dont want to be buned among them 

Yes, I am fond of jou Verj fond That is whj' I wnte to jou in this fashion 
Honks n^ady Diana Cooper] long ago gave up the attempt to keep my love 

A Canadian named Dunsmore wrote me a slightly lubncious fan-letter in which 
he says The Loved One formed ‘one of the many delightful bonds that more or less 
platomcallj unite mj'sclf [Dunsmore] and young Nancj'’ My italics 
Tell your chums they must now read The Month * instead of Horizon 

Deep love 
Evelyn 

* A Roman Catholic penodical edited by Father Philip Caraman sj Helena \tas serialized m it in 1950 
Father Caraman had persuaded Waugh that he was in competition more with Horizon than nith The 
Tablet edited by Douglas Woodruff, to which Waugh felt he owed loyalty 
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To John Betjeman 
[i 8 January 1949] 
Postcard 


Piers Court 


‘Jaunty sub-aesthcticism’ was a \illainous phrase What I meant was that BBC 
jauntiness of the Tom (Glad he’s dead) Handley* sort was infecting aesthetics & 
pushing It below the surface into popular underworld But how badly I said it I 
dont think E Sitwell z great poet, I think Auden a pathetically bad one Just off to 
USA Why not come too You wouldnt like them but thc\ would like jou & you 
would find man> architectural peculiarities Bowra is there in hideous squalor - 
perhaps I told you - queuing for his food among students with a plastic traj & no 
wine He drinks Spanish brandy before luncheon Did you tell Hiram 
WinterBottom to lay off me^ If so I am most grateful He has left me entirely at 
peaee for months Good about Denvent^ E 

'Tommy Handley (1896-1949) Comedian, famous for the w-animc radio programme ITMA - ‘It s 
That Man Again’ 

^Lord Derwent (1899-1949) Alwajs called Peter although his name was George He had left some 
money to the Georgian Soaety 


To Nancy Mitford , Piers Court 

12 April [1949] 

Darling Nancy 

You are kind about the liver pills I will try & get them from Warwick House* 
without being crossed by the Quenncll-Forbes axis Perhaps if my li\er gets better I 
shall feel forgi\ing to you for your vile& fnvolous panglossisme Now I am in deep 
miSanthropyrT'catvTbear anyone else being alue at all & when a man goes past the 
window with a barrow or a child shuts a door upstairs I fall into an extremity of rage 
As for the daily papers L’enfer e’est Ics autres I think your favourite sage says 

One cause for sorrow is that 1 am bound in honour to write a long article for 
Life magazine whose money I have been spending like a drunken sailor, on the 
state of the Catholic Church in America, and there is nothing to say except that 
amencans are louts & that Catholic Americans are just a little better than panglossist 
americans 

So tomorrow I go to Downside taking Frank Pakenham for flaggers no I mean 
flagers I have given up cigars & secular reading for Holy Week so I must not read 
this letter after it is finished so I expect it wnll ha^ e some pretty odd spelling I ga\ e 
up wme too but felt so faint at 8 pm last mght that 1 had to mitigate 

My daughter Teresa (age 11) has come back from school with a glowing report by 
her French mistress, 2nd m class with 82O/0 marks I asked her to name m French 
any six objeas in the dining-room After distressed thought she got fi\e, four of 
t em ‘Wit wrong genders I know of another girl who came back from another 
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school \\ 1th a spcaal medal for imming - a thing like the Garter tv ith a great sash 
Her parents put her in the pool and she sank like a stone 

M> Gothic fernery, under construaion at great expense, is a fiasco Iflooks like 
Lanang College War Memorial 1914-18 So I am making a serpentine walk with a 
serpents head &. cje but jou hate to go up in a balloon to see it 

1 maj come to Pans soon for a da> or two because I think it might comfort & 
humanize me a little to see some French paintings - not of course the filthy- moderns 
nor Manet nor Monet nor worst of all Sislej but Fragonard I had forgotten how 
chcenng he is until I saw the Mellon collection in Washington Also w'hat do you 
know about the Jansenist painters j ou know the Port Roj al group Phil Bubbly etc ^ 
And arc there many in the Lou\tc& if not there, where’ 1 saw a lovely reproduction 
in a shop in Sweden of a nun by candle light wnth a disaplinc Very erotic Not by 
Bubbly but by one of his chums 

Lot e from 
Etclyn 

' Ann Chanens i\-as mamed to Lord Roihermerc 1945-52 and lived at Warwick House in London 


To Nancy MitforD ^ Piers Court 

[April 1949] 

Darling Nancy, 

Bubbly was a silly joke I meant P dc Champagne * I must come to Pans for a day 
or two but I wont invade your flat It was heavenly of you to offer it I go to London 
next week & will make enquines about Travellers, Ritz etc 

E Sackville-West has made pansy-high-brow-joumalistic history with the 
phrase‘I seem to feel’ Surely the height of diffidence First the statement Then the 
qualification ‘I think’, then the qualification ‘I feel’ And now ‘I seem to feel’ 

I shall think it will be ist week of May, if I can get tickets & a room 
Hamet has overcome her auto-erotic troubles and is really rather a gay & 
engaging little girl 

Are you hav ing a good influence on young Pam Berry ’ I suspea not I have my 
eye on her for the Church Lay off 

Dominic Elwes^ retailed in appalling detail the story of Prodd’s novel’ It was 
about people protecting themselves with mutton fat against an invisible ray which 
caused panic I seem to feel that it will be a v cry juvenile work 

I go to homble London for a few days next week & will wnte you to gossip 
Ann must be eating my pills 

Love from 
Evelyn 

' Philippe dc Champaigne (1602-74) Painted tnurals and portraits 
^Dominic Elttcs (1931-75) Painter Son of Simon Elwes, and Waugh’s godson 
’Peter Rodd never published a novel 
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To William Gfrhardif’ Piers Gjurt 

[loMaj 1949] 

Postcard 

Veiy many thanks for speaking about me & for sending me a copy of your address 
which I read with great interest As no doubt you rccogni/ed 1 learned a great dc'al 
of my trade from yout ow'n nos els 

My only criticism would it not be more precise in talking to a foreign audience to 
avoid the phrase ‘English Catholicism’ They might think you meant Anglo- 
Cathohcism 


' William Gcrharclic (1895-1977) Novekst 


Warmest regards 
Fvclvn 


To Randolph Churchill St James’ Club 

[May 1949^] 

Tomorrow, when I have the delight of lunching with you is Friday 1 say this, not 
that you may provide fish but that you may not be disconcerted if you observe me 
refuse meat 

E 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

2 June [1949] 

Darling Nancy 

Mrs Piper' is famous as the Myfanvvy of Betjeman’s erotic poetry She is, in 
appearance, a mixture of Edith Sitwell & Leslie Jowitt^, very stout & almost bald 

Have you heard of Sir A Cooper’s very curious conduct In revenge for our 
logined slight on Honks he has vowed to turn my man Sykes & myself out of 
White s^ The method he has chosen is to put ([^ennell up for thfc club, abetted by 
your revolting kinsman, Ed * White’s, needless to say, are outraged that he should 
use t e club as an instiument of pnv'ate spite, they particularly resent the fact that 
two expatriates should conspiie to stop the only earth where those of us who are 
weathering the storms of our unhappy country, can take refuge from the hounds of 
mo ernity t will end, I hope, with the expulsion of Cooper & Stanley Meanwhile 

i^nne s ows no reluctance to being used as a directed weapon of destruction 

Keally, you and your Beauty ^ 

Connolly comes for Whitsun, not bringing Lys 
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The architectural effects m my garden are ruining it & me 
I y. rote a deeply touching letter to Honks No answer ® 

Lo\ e from 
E^ elyn 

The Master of the Air Raid shelter' is deeplj rc\ered bj Picasso lovers in this 
country’ You must send Pere Coutuner® an ‘amusing’ cruafixion by him 
' Myfanu7E\ansinamedin 1935 John Piper She wote the libretto for Benjamin Britten’s The Turn 
ofthe ScreiP, 1955 

^Leslie McIntjTC married m 1913 William Jowitt, who was Lord Chancellor 1945-51 
^There had been a row about politics with Duff Cooper such that, according to Sjkes who was 
present, ‘he went red in the face, he shook, his soicc rose higher and higher nil it was a shnek’ 

■•■Lord Stanlej proposed Quennell, but had prctiousi} signed a letter to the committee urging that he 
should ncs er be eleaed 

’Anne Murraj Nancj Mitford had written ‘You never saw such a heavenly girl, so good, so 
beautiful, the daughter, quite incredible as it seems, of Basil Murraj ’ 

'’Waugh discovered the following January a letter from Ladj Diana Cooper which had not been 
forwarded to him His ‘was the kind of letter that could only be left unanswered by the desire to wound 
and humiliate’, he wTote to Laura 

’ Henry Moore (1898- ) Nancy Mitford had written of his air-raid shelter drawings ‘When one 
thinks of the sman little women in air-raid shelters - if people had amv ed draped in towels I’m sure they 
would have been lynched ’ 

‘A celebrated Dominican asked by Nancy Mitford to lunch with Waugh, who disagreed with him 
over his close fnend Picasso According to Sj kes, who was again present, ‘The Dominican, v ersed in the 
arts ofapologctics, triumphed easily ’ 


To Lady MarV Lygon Piers Court 

7 June [1949] 

Darling Maimie 

It was \ ery kind of you to remember me during your foreign tour & to send me 
pictures of your interesting bed-rooms I went abroad too to Gay P and my bed 
room smelled of cats well rather like the hall m a certain London house ’ I know of 
no names no pack-dnll It was at Travellers Club where I saw some English Lords 
dnnking and talking smut Then I went to spend a night with the Coopers in their 
forest dwelling & that did not smell much but goodness the Coopers were crazy 
Both Sir Alfred & Lady Diana fell into the most alarming rages No self control at all 
It comes from liv ing with the volatile frogs 

There is beautiful restaurant called ‘The Stock Exchange Luncheon Bar’ Mrs 
Rodd is the height of fashion & knows everything about the frogs their history & 
habits & language & arts & crafts Her lover is very thin and has far fewer spots 
Smarty Boots Connolly is staying with me & yesterday we drove to 
Wolverhampton to see a hideous statue & we were very near the'noble line of the 
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Malvern Hills & we had luncheon at Dumbleton HalF, very good young vegetables 
and a summer pudding and some cream cheese and Bcau)olais& too old port 
I am having my garden made much uglier at temble expense Do come & see it 
My nettle rash is much better but I suffer from nervous nausea if I go into 
Society 

I hope you backed the winner of the Derby Connolly did 

Lo\e 

Bo 

Monsigneur Knox calls Boaz Booz Very Dutch 
' Lady Mary’s 

^ Home of Viscount Monsell (1905- ) 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

8 June 1949 


Darling Nancy 

How \eiy' odd that the all-knowing colonel does not know the correct form of 
address of a Dominican Fnar O P of course stands for Ordinis Praedicatorum 
You are plainly curious about that letter I was not renewing the attack on Picasso 
but soliating help in getting a copy of that book by a French Domimcan which 
I promised an American Xrappist and about which I once wrote to you 

Smarty Boots has just left, ha^ ing spent the week-end in torpor Needless to say 
he rushed to the Candidates Book at White’s & put his name on Quennell’s page 
The election will be interesting Numbers of cuckolds, fearing accusations of 
jealousj', haMng subscribed What a preposterous ass Sir Alfred [Duff Cooper] is 
•He must know that no one except Ed vii has e\er resigned from White’s, except 
Eddie Grant who did so as a lo\e-offenng on the day of his marriage to Laura’s 
sister, Bndget He rejoined as soon as he was back from the honeymoon I can well 
un erstan that the author David is embarrassed in the presence of professional 
writers He will now have four instead of three But it is generally held that his 
cm^oyers at the Daily Mail obliged him to do what he has done 

cne\er was to tell me of his endunnglojaltyto,&dependence 


ces messieurs les agents did not make away with Stanley They 

would ha^c aycned the great Qucnncll scandal 

M\ tell the Pono Fincsc that I was due there in Mosley’s yacht' 

My children spent many hours scanning the honzon for a sail 


Lo\ c from 
Evelyn 
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To Nancy Mitford Piers Coun 

13 July [1949] 

Darling Nancy 

Love in a Cold Climate has amved to temper the heat wave with frigid absence of 
inscnption Well I suppose you could hardly have had all the presentation copies 
shipped to France & back 

I have re-read the first half already & look forward to a very happj afternoon with 
the second half It is all verj' much better than I remembered it I was quite wong 
in ad\ising, as I think I did^, that you should scrap the first two chapters They are 
veiy well written Indeed all the descnptne & narratne passages are very good 
Com ersations poor Page 28 is hell But I was wrong in thinking that publication 
would blight your career The book will be a great success and is appeanng at just 
the nght time when everyone longs for something light 

I cant tell yet whether I shall enjoy the end which I thought so inefficient before 
I think I shall 

I have bought two beautiful pictures Otherwise nothing to say except 
congratulations on the book & your good sense in not being put off by mj ill 
considered cnticism 
But all the fashionable talk is awful 
Oh page 28 2 


Love 

Evelyn 


'He did 

^On ^^hlch Fannj, the heroine, is, in the swords of Waugh’s presious objections, ‘greeted b> jibes 
about her mother’s adultcrj’ 


To Cyril Connolly Piers Court 

Postcard 

Opened b> mistake Very sorry. 

Sir A Cooper, little know mg the complexitj of \ our character, believ es that ) ou 
too Will resign from White’s if Qucnnell gets in He goes round Pans chuckling ‘3 
for r All he will get is four pairs of literaiy eves, rebuking him for David 
But I think the plot was cooked m the Daily AIui/office &. poor Coopers infamv 
"as a condition of his further employment there 

E 

P S 1 didn’t mean Peter Watson when I referred to your ‘scmi-litcrate socialist 
ttillcaguc’ Think again 
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To George Orwell P,crs Court 

17 July [1949] 

Dear Orwell — Blair ? — w hich do you prefer'' 

You must wonder why I never wrote to thank you for Nineteen Ltghty-ronr 
The reason is that the publishers nc\er sent it so at last I bought a cop) and must 
thank you all the same, for it is a stimulating experience to read it I ha\e seen a 
number of reviews, English & American, all respectful &. appreciate t I won’t repeat 
w'hat they say Please behc\c that I echo their admiration for jour ingcnuitj & for 
many parts of the writing eg the delicious conxersation in the pub when Winston 
tnes to pump the old man for memories of pre-rcvolutionarv dajs 

But the book failed to make mj flesh creep as presumably you intended For one 
t mg I think your metaphjsics are wrong You denj the soul’s existence (at least 
Winston does) and can only contrast matter with reason & will It is now apparent 
t at matter can control reason and will in certain conditions So jou arc left with 
nothing but matter But the predicament is not entirely new We have alwajs 
accepted the existence of insanity, where reason & will fail to operate, but no one 
denied that lunatics had souls 

Winston s rebellion was false His ‘Brotherhood’ (w’hcthcr real or imaginarj) w as 
simp y another gang like the Party And it was false, to me, that the form of his 
revolt should simply be fucking in the stjlc of Ladv Chatterlej - finding reality 
ttirough a sort of mystical union with the Proles in the sexual act 

possible that m 1984 we shall be living m conditions rather like those 
you show But what makes your version spurious to me is the disappearance of the 
L^hurch I wrote of you once that you seemed unaw arc of its existence now w hen it is 
everywhere manifest Disregard all the supernatural implications if jou like, but 
inevm^^ ^ character as a social & historical institution I bclic\ c it is 

Ternextinguished m a certaih'place for a 
converts* Tan *^^t yoo might think The descendants of Xavier’s 

savine ‘Ave M^** Somg for three hundred years and were found 

century in the last 

Berkshire still^less confound the Party is one of love - not adultery in 

“ - ->• ■ 

Frankie DonaldMn ■ rFt neighbours of mine Jack & 

charming couple and T HnnV ^ earnest students of all your w'ork and a 

.ea, Wo^u,d w"ett,Ltorafmltr' ^^ 

Yours sincerely 

’FrancesLonsdale (1007- 1 M a Evelyn Waugh 

» .1.67 Sh... . biagrapker, hr h„ b"'„ >'P"' 



Jtl\ 1949 303 


To Lord David Cecil Piers Court 

27 jul\ :949 

M} Dear Dai id, 

Ver) man\ thanks for sending me \our vise and elegant lecture' All vho lo\c 
Oxford vil! rejoice in its sconng o^cr Lcaxis- & Richards^ &. Nuffield'* and the 
\Iinistn, of Education I read it straight through before I opened The Times and 
shall reread it often The peroration is fine 

1 am a bigot and a philistine (I fail heaxiK in jour test of scnsibilit) - lose of 
Scott, Hardj and Wordsvorth) and I feel jou can’t hint at God You must either 
affirm or denj If affirm, the soul is born with a longing for God and Beaut), 
Harmon) and Order arc onU desirable as attributes of His I can’t think of a single 
Saint vho attached much importance to Art, tho man) cnjo)cd music and some 
wrote good poetr) 

^ou v.nll sa\ More but then vc don’t know at what moment he became a full 
grown saint - probabl) in prison, perhaps on the block He wasn’t concerned with 
music and classical greek then - indeed his \oluntar\ death was a denial of 
humanism 

There are mam people about who claim to love Picasso and Shakespeare and 
Dante and Mallarme all at once and equal!) 1 am afraid catholiasm is the cnem) of 
Catholiasm 

I send )ou in return a short storx of mine as near true as stones e\cr are, and an 
American book that max interest \ou 
LoxctoRachcD, 

Yours exer 
Ex 01)71 

‘Lord DiMd had argued in his inaugural lecture as Goldsmiths' Professor of English Literature, 
Diford, that *a true wort of an appeals to us because, dclibcratciv or not, u is an image of Disine 
Perfection and so, in some sort, a rc\ elation of God This reflects no special credit on the artist, he is a 
tiieret chide’ 

R-Leavis (1805-1978) Cniie Fellow of Downing Gillegc, Gimbndgc 
A.Richards,(i893-i979) Cntieandpoet 0111964 
’William Moms (1877-1963) Created Lord Nuffield 1934 Chairman of Moms Motors 1919-52 
Set Up a £10 million chantablc trust in 1943 None of these is ‘scored o\cr’ bj name in Lord Dasod’s 
lecture 

^Rachel MacCarths (1910- ) Daughterofthecnticandcssajisl Desmond MacCarthj,shemamed 

Lord Dasid in 1932 
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To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

28 July [1949] 


Darling Nancy 

Something very odd is happening to the posts I wrote you a long & rather loving 
letter when your book first came and a short & less loving card a day or two later My 
L and VLL has been stolen How rude & ungrateful I must seem Well you all think 
me that m France I know 

I hope your hostess is not a Jugo-slav woman I met in New York 
Holidays are upon us Oh the Hellikins' I went on Saturday to the Oratory School 
to give away the pnzes Sixty years ago it was the leading Catholic public school & 
everyone like Lords FitzAlan and Rankeillour were there Now there are 34 boys in 
a little Queen Anne house smaller than this All because of the disastrous 
appointment of an Anglo-Cathohc parson, convert Si sex-maniac, as headmaster 
some years ago Now they have a charming headmaster and all is well but it is 
Lilliputian The headmasters speech ‘ The School platoon has been training at so 

and so last term we had 98% successes in all examinations, five higher 
certificates, three entrances into Cambridge, two into Oxford etc ’ And when it 
came to the pnze wmners they all had names like Palewski & RadziwiU & Coutuner 
Then I went to stay \vith your great new fnend Pam [Berry] but she was very 
weary from danang all night & I only had glimpses of her We went to call on 
Barbara Rothschild who has mamed a gentile of forbidding appearance named 
Warner k not your old admirer, worse And there were communists there called 
Day Lewis2 (very pretty) and Rosamond Lehmann (not bad looking) and we drank 
boiling champagne & were bitten by flies 

With enormous goodness of heart I am taking my little boy to the seaside in the 
Vendee, to a place Pam recommends which sounds quite awful I remember they 
beha\ed well in the Revolution I imagine it all pine & heather & sand like Surrey, is 

It’ 

Osbert s book^ is queer isn’t it It is extraordinary that a man of his humour can 
wnte like that of Lord Wimbome and the general stnke & Picasso and G Stem 
Just got my bill from the garden contractors who have laid down a yard or two of 
gra\el and put up a pillar A cool thou Impossible to earn because super tax is 
always a pace ahead So I am ruined 

All last week we had the 65 year old Country Life photographer staying & 
pottering round with a camera His aim in art is to make every room look 
uninhabited & uninhabitable ■* 

I do hope my warm letter about your book turns up If not I will wnte it all again 


’Barbara Hutchinson (1911- ), formcrlj mamed to Victor Rothschi 
noschst and class,as,, ,n ,949 and Nicholas Ghika. Greek pamterand arch,, 
- U:al Da\-I cuts (1904-72) Poet Laureate 1968-72 
Osbert Sitwell Laughter in the Next Room 1949 
^Nothing appeared, but Waugh kept copies of the photographs 


Love from 
Evelyn 

mamed Rex Warner, 
in 1961 


AUGUST 1949 J05 


To Lord David Cecil Piers Court 

7 August 1949 

Dear David, 

Not in order to lure you into theological debate, but simply to be precise in what I 
was trying to say, may I add this to my letter? 

God’s order is manifest everywhere You and I, as men speaally concerned with 
wnting, are entitled to see it specially in writing, so long as we recognise ^v^tlng as 
differing not at all from gardening or needlework or any other activity, and so long as 
we regard all humanism as recreation - a harmless way for fellow[?] men to occupy 
their leisure and earn their livings 

The danger is to say ‘A poet is a lovesome thing, God wot’ I think that opinion 
came in with the ‘Souls’ and punsts I can’t recall a passage but is not Bridges full of 
a sort of mysticism of Art ? The idea that the great flights of the human spint, which 
reconcile man with his unhappy predicament on earth, are embodied in the 
Everyman’s Library ? I seem to remember one tag about ‘God hath no higher praise 
and man in his hasty days, is honoured for them’ God hath no higher praise indeed’ 
Don’t please think that I was for a moment trying to impute this view to you But 
I did think you were being rather tender towards those who hold it 
Perhaps m the Providence of God the unqualified hideosity of Modem Art has 
been sent us to scourge us for just this aberration 
That’s all I was trying to say 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 


To A D Peters Piers Court 

[Received 9 August 1949] 

Postcard 

You grow more like Perry Mason daily I know no higher praise* 

E 

' Perhaps because Peters had suggested olTcnng the film nghts of Scoop for £5,000 more lilclj 
ticcausc he s\as struggling to obtain francs for Waugh in Pans 


To Nancy Mitford Grand Hotel, 

18 August [1949] La Baulc (Loirc-lnfcricuic) 

France 

Darling Nanev 

It has been a great pleasure to read jour English resicws I ha\eni seen the 
American but T c\pcci thej arc as foolish as possible' ^011 set. \m<.ncans base 
disco\crcd about homosevuahts from a book called kinsej Report (unreadable) A 
tbc\ take It verj seriousK 'Ml popular plass in New \ork are ibout buggers but 
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they all commit suicide The idea ofa happ> pansv^ is inconccisablc to them 
I am m a town of ineffable horror You might has c warned me There is a stnp of 
sand, a low of hotels and sand-dunes & pines at the back This is the worst of the 
many hotels I came here with my boy Auberon in an aeroplane on Mondaj to ]Oin 
your great new' friend Pamela I came to the hotel and was told she was too ill to see 
me & that thcie wasno room for mem thchoteP |Mj loom] has a ‘bathroom’-a 
sandy trough behind a cui tain, a bi oken bidet & no lulu w hich is all one really needs 
The public lulus arc balkan 

1 found three disconsolate, shifty urchins^ under the care of a nannie who knew 
no French at all & had no money So I dispensed huge sums to relics c the Berries 
distress & got a room in the hotel to succour them The hotel is on the main street 
down which motor bicycles dris e all day & night tooting No sleep My day is, ssakc 
at fi\ e & he with the noise of traffic getting louder & louder dreading the time I must 
go to the public w c Emerge retching & nausea persists all day From 8 until 12 I sit 
in a dingy, sandy hall watching the pensionnaires parade in & out in immodest 
bathing clothes, with bleached hair and blistered nascls Bathe at 12 for fisc 
minutes Water so shallots one has to svalk a mile to sssim The deep ssatcr full of 
jelly fish & speed boats Wait until 1 30 for the Berry family to appear for luncheon 
Talk to nannie & preside lemon squash foi children After luncheon urn c Bernes in 
hired car to places of interest recommended by corrupt concierge These places arc 
either (a) gift-shops, open or (b) chateaux, shut Return for opening of the roulette 
room at the Casino Lose 10,000 francs The only happy moment is seeing the last 
counter disappear I make it a rule not to go until I base lost 10,000 Sometimes it 
take hours and the rooms are like one of those Smith ^ drasvings of air-raid shelters 
Dine svith Nanny Back to Casino & lose another 10,000 Bed Lie listening to the 
traffic getting slightly quieter until 5 Doze 

Your great new friend made a brief appeal ance yesterday to borrow 30,000 and 
tell me to look out for Prod & Ed who are expected hourly If Prod comes I shall send 
him tollgating with Nannie & have some satisfaction As to Stanley, since his 
dastardly behar lour about Quennell*’, he is my abomination One of your rer lew ers 
said you ‘spring from’ Stanley of Aldcrley So do I, a mile 

Well I said I was cured of going abroad after the Sykes expedition The cure is 
now complete Never again Never Ne\er Nerer Netcr Netcr Neter never 

My boy behaves beautifully & is very happy The more I see of other peoples 
children the less I dislike my own 

Did 1 tell you about Harriet who came the other day in great excitement to say 
that the kitchen garden was full of‘white things with horns’ ‘Cows^’ ‘No, smaller 
than COW'S I thought there must be some visitation of goats& rushed out It was full 
of cabbage butterflies ‘You must have seen butterflies before Harriet’ ‘Not with 
horns’ Very odd 

Now It IS time to go & lose another 10,000 


^ Kanc> Mitford The America 
vnll 1 paj for clippings No message 


Lo^e 

Evelyn 

re\ic\vs are so rcmble I ha\c gi\cn up reading them - ne\er again 
or meaning — adds up to just nothing is their parrot cry ’ 
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- Ccdnc in Love in a Cold Climate 

^Ladj Pamela Bern, now Lad\ Hartwell “avs she has no recollection of this holidaj 
■•Adnan, Nicholas and Harriet Bern who that j-ear were 12 7 and 5 
^Perev Smith (1S82-1948) 

^ Lord Stanicv’s proposing Peter Quenncll for White’s 


To NanCA MitfORD Piers Court 

29 August (1949I 

Darling Nanc), 

It was hcasen to get home, to walk into Whites and find S>kes & Dunne &. 
Stasordalc all drunk & eating grouse, and to hear a member of committee saj that 
Quennell had 'not a hope in Hell’ of cleaion But Stinkers was depressing, full of 
daughters & nieces &. slecpt wasps and flies and the new buildings in the garden 
hidden m a jungle of w eed and I ha\ e been in a melancholy all the w eek Stung by a 
wasp the day before y csterday &. swelled like a bolster 

Best news of the week Eddy W'est’s* reception into the Church No surprise to 
me I knew he was under instruction and I can ne\er understand why esery'one is 
not a Catholic, but I feci deep joy all the same 

Pam bchased a little better towards the end of our holiday and \cry well indeed 
finally by taking my boy Auberon off for ten day s cruise in the Camrosc Yacht I am 
still being told by the w ay, on y our authority, that 1 am cruising w ith the Mosley s 
1 am ser\ sorry the Americans dislike your book on such frnolous grounds, 
particularly as it looks as though soon one Amencan reader will be worth ten 
Europeans I constantly hear of English insalids who delight in it and the soaalists 
are pleased that you do not suggest any \irtue in your marble halls 
W'as It Prod & Ed who started the fires in the Landes^' I suppose so 
The article I went to Amenca to wntc is coming out shortly in Ltfr For the last 
week I ha\e had thousand word cables daily from each member of the editonal 
board scserally & collcaisely expressing their deep appreciation of a distinguished 
and notable piece of quality journalism etc etc As my unhappy sen ants has e to take 
all these testimonials down on the telephone they base long faces It is a 
tremendously bonng anicle any w ay That is w hat they like y ou see 

WTiy not base Toulon as y^our market-town' 1 remember liking it sery much 
indeed years ago But, of course, the Party will insist on sour being nearer 
Headquarters in Marseille Up the Red Maquis Come to think of it that is probably 
why the Amcncans are being so beastly You has e been denounced for Unamencan 
Aais ities 

W 9 iy not lise in Monte Carlo’ Very nice 

Mrs R Churchill is said to be treating him slightly more kindly He is abject 

Best love 
E 

’ Edward Sacki illc-Wcst His conscrsion was a considerable surpnse to some of his friends 
’Forest fires south ofBordeaux in which eightj-two people were killed 
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To Thomas Merton 
29 August [1949] 

DcarFr Louis/ 

I have now read The Waters of Siloe and must write to repeat mj thanks for the 
great honour you did me by dedicating it me Most of the subject matter was 
entirely new to me and 1 found it enthralling It is a fine feat to have distilled such a 
narrative - continuously exciting - from what must have been a vast bod) of 
matenal, much of it, I suspect, rather monotonous 
If your supenors intend you to go on writing would it not be a \3luable work to 
write a history of Catholicism m the United States I tried to find such a book when 
I was there and was disappointed There are, of course, excellent, full diocesan 
histones for some parts What I mean is a comprchcnsi\ c, middle-brow history four 
or five volumes emphasizing all the things which protestant and atheist histones 
have omitted or neglected The New England histones ha\c established their 
version of American origins, very much as the Whig historians did in England I 
believe you could make an important book of it 

May I, without presumption, make one or two technical cntiasms of The 
Waters of Stloe The arrangements seems to me a little loose I do not sec any need 
for the Prologue at all which strikes the wrong artxsUc note, smacking of popular 
journalism in the way you try to catch the attention with an anecdote and I don t 
really see that the 'Note on Contemplative Orders is required E\ cry thing you say in 
It, IS said better and more fully later on in the book I have nothing but admiration 
for the narrative passages, except that there is no consistency' of style Sometimes 
you write literary English and sometimes slang 

And in the non-narrative passages, do you not think you tend to be diffuse, 
saying the same thing more than once I noticed this in The Seven Storey 
Mountain and the fault persists It is pattem-bombing instead of preasion 
bombing You scatter a lot of missiles all round the target instead of concentrating 
on a Single direct hit It is not art Your monastery tailor and boot-maker would not 
waste material Words are our materials Also it encourages vice in readers They 
will not trouble to study a sentence for its proper meaning if they have learned to 
expect much the same thing to be said again later on 

Does It seem like looking a gift-horse in the teeth, to criticize like this ^ You must 
remember that you caused a great stir with your first book and it is the way of the 
world to watch enviously for signs of deterioration I know you have no personal 
pride in your work, but you do not, I take it, want hostile critics to be able to say 
You see what religion has done for Merton A promising man ruined by being 
turned on to make money for the monastery’ That is what many of them will tend to 
say if you give them the chance 

Anyway they can t say it about this book which is full of vitality and interest But 
I wish I saw the faults of The Seven Storey Mountain disappearing and I don’t 

Yours ever 
Evelyn Waugh 



SEPTEMBER 1 949 JO9 


I Wish jou had said more to reconale the Cistercian \ocation with work for the 
Resistance in France On the face of it, it seems to offer an excuse to an occupj ing 
power to shut monasteries if monks are allowed to house centres of underground ^ 
moiements ~ 

' The name taVen b) Thomas Merton when he became a Ctsteraan monk 

* Thomas Merton replied our comments on the structure of H'aters are true T ou console me 

greath bj objcaing to the Prologue y-hich I had thrown out and which the editor demanded bacL The 
Ao/cisms fault Inanv case lam glad to get such \aluable and stimulating direction, and from one so 
manellouslj qualified to gi\ c it I has c no difficults in accepting > ou as the delegate of the Holj Ghost in 
this matter ’ Waugh edited and wrote a foreword for the Bntish edition which appeared in 1950 as 
The Waters of Silence 


To Katharine Asquith , Piers Court 

13 September [1949] 

Dear Kathanne > 

Your letter am\ed when I literallj had pen in hand to tell Tom Bums that I 
despaired of editing Waters of Stloe I am keenly interested in your opinion Is it 
just 5 our old-world courtesj or do > ou reallj think it a good book ^ And do you think 
It can be published here as it stands 

Elected Silence seemed to me admirable It (or rather the much longer 
American version Seven Storey Mountain), was a huge success m USA & as a 
result when the other monks go out to the fields Merton is set down at a typewnterSc 
told to produce books If that continues he will wnte two or three a jear for the rest 
of his life It IS for his directors & superiors to decide if that is good for his soul From 
a hterary point of view the prospect seems depressing It seemed to me that Waters 
of Stloe had all the defects one w'ould expect from the process He did not seem to 
know what he w'as doing or what he had alreadj done I thought the histoncal 
chapters most interesting but the prologue painful And his explanations of the 
contemplative life came in at odd places in no sort of order & were addressed 
sometimes to people who had never heard of a monk & someumes to people far 
adv'anced in^intual growth I do hope I am w rong in this & your letter encourages 
me 

I had thought of cutting it ruthlessly into a history of Amencan Cisteraans with a 
single preliminary section culled from all over the book giving a descnption of 
contemplative prayers Would it do just to cut out obvious gauchenes & leave the 
structure as he planned, or failed to plan, it & w'nte a foreword explaining why a 
Trappist IS publishing books at all (which has disconcerted even sympathetic 
entics)? Or not even that’ Publish and be damned’ It was my idea not Bum’s to 
edit it & I find I hav e bitten off more than mj failing teeth can chew 

Lov e from 
Ev elyn 
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To Anne Fremantle 

14 September [1949] 


Pjcrs Court 


deeply interesting 
deeply significant 
l^vcrj important 


> life 


Dear Anne 

T Burns sent me your proofs' & I read them with /cst I could now suggest several 
better titles - ‘Lost Vocation’ or ‘Pig in a Poke’ The language, of course, distressed 
me, as did youi sudden introduction of the sexual habits of jour adolescent fellow 
countrywomen, but I thought you had made a rattling good yarn out of Perc Mata- 
Hari 

You want something to print on the co\cr, not a review How about 
‘Hagiography at its sauciest’' or 
highly readable 
highly contemporary 
modem & readable 
a -< vivacious ^ study of a 

vivid 

audacious 
^enjoyable 

Well the best thing in all these cases is to leave it to the author Put what you like 
on the cover with my name attached and I shall not complain 

My love to Cathy, Cutting, Claire etc 1 get \ ery fond of Americans w hen I am far 
away from you all One came here self-in\ited to dinner (not Cathy Cutting or 
Claire) & fell flat on its face drunk & had to be carried out by its chauffeur No one 
else was remotely tipsy 

Do write to me whene\er you have the inclination & tell me the gossip of New 
Y ork My Life article is appearing shortly so I suppose that is the end of Amencan 
trips for me though I filled it with honey & flowers 

My children are all obstreperously well They are getting up some sort of ghastly 
theatricals for the end of the holidays 

I wnte a sentence a week on the Empress Helena It will be interesting only to the 
very few people who know exactly as much history as I do The millions who know 
more will be disgusted, the few who know less, puzzled Americans will ineMtably 
fall into these two classes only 

Love from 

' Anne Fremantle, Deiert Callmg, a bioBraphj of Charles de Foucauld, 1949 


To Nancy Mitford p,ers Court 

lo October 1949 

Darling Nancy 

You can imagine the joy your present has gnen me How I w'lsh it were twice the 
size with all the lovely pictures given a page apiece It will be the solace of many dark 
days a^d It is lucky I dont know French as I feai the wiitten matter would be 
\er> offensne to me From a sentence or two heic & there which I managed to 
construe it seemed plainly to be the work of Pere Couturier 
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I went to London for a week and hated every minute of it I saw Cooper walking 
hand in hand with PalffS'^ I saw the inside of Horizon office full of homble 
pictures collected b} Watson & Lys & Miss [Sonia] Brownell working away with a 
dictionarj’ translating some rot from the French That paper is to end soon 
E\ eiy one I met complained bitterly about the injustice of ha\ mg to earn a living & 
the peculiar beastliness of his own profession - Cjril about editing, John Sutro 
about films 1 dined with John de Bendern and he was sick three times dunng 
dinner Your publisher H Hamilton has got into Whites That augurs ill for the 
Quennell election ^ It should be a club for gamblers, lords & heroes 
Handy is absolutely co^ ered w ith sores 

I went to a dinner given by the Daily Express and there w’as an editor dead lame 
so I said what happened and he said ‘it was my own fault I was foolish enough to go 
to the first night of a play’ It appears that now the Cinema companies take half the 
stalls& send actresses whom thej want to make famous Then they inform a arcle of 
adolescents of both sexes w'ho turn up fi\e hundred strong break into the theatre & 
mob the actresses not reverently asking foe autographs but fiercely tearing out 
lumps of their hair and cutting pieces out of their clothes (literally) This editor got 
caught in a stampede, knocked down, trampled on & left w'lth a dislocated knee and 
ankle Old first-nighters like Eddie Marsh^ dont dare go near a theatre now Well it 
IS all part of the century of the common man to make any kind of prominence 
entirely odious Think what happened to Harewood * Thank God the People aren’t 
interested in letters But they, letters I mean, not alas the People are coming to an 
end anyw'ay Cyrd was offered 1500 dollars to write an article about ‘Young winters 
in Bntain swing nght’ and his mouth watered but he couldnt find one writer under 
35 right left or swinging 

We ha\ e a ‘pnson without bars’ next door to us 73 escapes in the last eighteen 
months The other day an air force officer walked out into a cottage & bludgeoned 
three inhabitants, one hovenng now as they say between life and death There are 17 
murderers there including the licentious stew-ard who pushed the girl out of her 
port-hole All are com icted of crimes of violence The countrj'side is terrorised and 
today indignant to learn that last week-end they performed Rope w'lth an all¬ 
murderer cast 

Nice Jack McDougall mj publisher is publishing no books at all next j ear I said 
''h\ dont you reprint the Stanley letters and he said I long to but the travellers wont 
let me 

Love in a Cold Climate has become a phrase I mean when people want to be 
"itty they say I’le caught a cold in a cold climate and eierjone understands 

I havent said half enough about L’Art officiel, it is a joy 

Randolph has contrived a breach between me & your great new fnend Pam 

Best lo\ e from 
Evelyn 

'Presumabl) Louise dc Vilmonn, rather than her husband Ojunt Palffj 
Quennell ivas elected 

^Str Edvi-ard Marsh (1872-1953) Sccretarj to Winston Churchill, Connoisseur, ci\il servant, patron 
of the arts, editor of Georgian Poetry 

‘The Earl of Harewood (1923- ) , 
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To Nancy Mitford PiersG)urt 

9 November [1949] 


Darling Nancy 

Well \\hy 1 have not wittcn is that I have just passed the most distressing 
fortnight of my life since I left the Royal Marines and 1 did not want to harrow jour 
feelings but I long for a sympathetic cai and vou have asked for it though goodness 
how you dare when you say you cannot read modern depressing books This is a 
chapter from a very depressing modern book Ready ^ Teeth gritted' Right 

Well when I came back from USA I made a pious resolution that for a year I 
would do everything I was asked to do by Catholic bodies (1 don’t mean the late 
Lord Tredegar') Luckily I had built up a strong wall of immunity over the years by 
constant curt refusals Now it has begun to leak out and I give ghastly lectures to 
ghastly audiences almost once a week It culminated in a tour of the Northern 
Centres of Learning - Edinburgh, St Andrews, Dundee, Aberdeen etc etc Just 
when I was setting out, shaking with misery, 1 got an sos from Baby Jungman to 
come to Mereworth where Peter Bcatfy^ was in despair I went His melancholy had 
already quite closed in all round him & would have been impenetrable to the Cure 
d’Ars ^ (ask Col [ Palewski] if he knows who that w as) He had asked a party about as 
comforting as a cage of parrots - Freda & Bobby ^ Boofy & Fiona 5 , Baby & Zita ® We 
chattered away & Peter wandered in and out of the room hardly aware of us Pouring 
rain all the time & pretentious rather nasty food Two days later as you probably 
know Peter killed himselP In White’s he is talked of as a kind of Captain Oates 
‘Good old Peter, game to the last He did not want to be a burden to others so he 
took the best way out’ In fact, of course, he was stark mad The w'orld is full of 
radiantly happy blind men I was very fond of him in an odd way & the thing upsets 
me doubly as showing the huge chasms that separate one from ones friends in all 
essential things 

I didn t hear of his death until I opened the newspaper in the train on 
Wednesday 


The tour was torture Hours & hours in dirty, unheated trains Staying in hotels 
where trams always ran under the windows Modernistic decorations Revolting 
ood at unsuitable times The actual lectures were merely a bore, it was the times in 
^eeri greeted by bevies of poverty-stricken adolescents who once they 

tod said Pleased to meet you’ lapsed into silence with every sign of displeasure 
1 industnal towns Idiotic questions after the lecture, either from 

at o ics ow 0 you account for the element of unpleasantness in Mr Graham 
Lrreenes work , or heathen students of literature ‘What Hunganan novelists 
influenced you most, Mr Waugh, in wnting Decline £5" FalP^ 

e\ervnnp^^^^^ 'u Returned to London worn out and aged to find 

to a fnenH n ^ death in the way I have described and Angie saying 

something be,"’, Item PeTi"' ” 

master';,"™ No o™ tun a" r* 
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Were \ou Wise to reject American inMtation' You would hate it, of course, but 
jou arc so tough Thej would onl) want \ou to sit 12 hours a da> in bookshop 
windows smiling at the customers and \ou did that during the bombardment,of 
London most bras eh \ ou would find much material for jour new life as dramatist 

Next sscck I giscagrcat partx for Clare Luce and after that IgiscaMitcrars week¬ 
end’, three discourses8 c organi7cd discussion, at a Consent in Surres for Catholic 
writers 8.. librarians The onls person I know is coming is Mrs Chichester what a 
lifcofsuffcnng 

Babs’sboj has gone to mj sons prep school 1 wrote&fold him to look after him 
Hessntes ‘It ishard to be niccto Cuthbertson He is most disagreeable Verj weak 
and all the boss8k masters hate him ’ 1 base written a tremendous homilj on the 
nature ofthc English gentleman sshoalssass protects thcsscakcr& unpopular Can’t 
sas 1 escr noticed it much mjsclf 

Los c from 
Es el j n 

'Lord Tredegar (1893-1949) 

*Hc faced total blindncvs 

'Jean-BapttslcVianncs (i78ft-t8s9) Parish pnest canonized 1915 

‘Preda Dudlcs Ward had tnamed in 1937 the Marquis dc Casa Maur) 

*Fiona Colquhoun had mained in 1937 Anhur Gore (1910- ) who succeeded as Earl of Arran in 

1958 

‘Zita Jungman, sister of Teresa (‘Bab}’) 

’He threw himself from the sixth floor of the Rttz 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

16 Nosember [1949] 

Darling Nanej- 

Tell that dosser of the boulcsardes Sir A D Cxioper that in the latest P G 
Wodehousc book^ when Gussie Fink-Nottle is arrested for bathing in the fountain 
in Trafalgar Square he gis es the name ‘Alfred Duff Cooper’ 

This IS most significant as (a) showing Cooper’s fame Till now Wodehouse 
characters in these arcumstanccs always call themselses ‘Lenin’ or ‘Anstotle’ (b) 
showing the Master’s great ignorance of Cooper’s habits Nothing is more likely 
than that he would be found wallowing in evening dress at 5 in the morning 

I forgot to say that dunng the tour of the Northern Centres of Learning I was 
tormented with tooth-ache and had to Msit homble socialist provinaal dentists 
My Helena is a great masterpiece How it will fiop 

I Wonder if you still correspond with E Sackville-West Tomorrow I am having 
him to dine with the cream of English (Catholicism I shall be interested to hear how 
he reports on it 
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After Pam Chichester’s Iitcnrj retreat I take to chair«^ speak to Catholic Guild of 
Artists & Craftsmen Oh God 

.The Midland Gardens I complained to jou about are hard at uork doing workSc 
worse all round the house 


Lore from 
L\el>Ti 

Re Suicide Has it erer occurred to \ou that bastards arc much more inclined to it 
than those born in wedlock It has just occurred to me 1 can think of so mans cases 
The\ know thc> shouldn’t be in the world at all 

‘ The Aiatin^ Season 

Y 


To Lady Mary Lygon Piers Court 

24No\embcr [1949] 


Darling Blondj 

Will you c\cr get this' Who can say ' The postmen arc so Dutch that 1 hare only 
just rccened sour tantalizing inritation to luncheon Too late, too late, the saddest 
words next to it might hare been’ in the English language Pray giro my deep 
regrets to y our sister Dorothea 

You will find crerybody in London rcry mad and rcry drunk I was there last 
week and rras disgusted Poor R Churchill cannot surrire the year at liberty The 
gates of Bedlam gape for him 

Lady Monkton Monaon Muncktoun how - Lady Carlisle Carlyle how ' Anyway 
rr hat they call Bidet’ She spoke of you rrith great lore 

I rr ent to a party and I said to the butler I should like another glass of champagne 
^ine I ^ou please and he said Ho would \ou & picked me up like a doll & earned me 
o^rrnstairs& threw me into a cab where who should be lying asleep but Lord S of 
o can underground place rrith some tarts and we acted them a 

p ay & goodness the tarts clapped So we went home with them and they said Mum 
wi be so pleased to see you & Mum came in& began talking like Mr Connolly about 
A t Tl of Gide on Claudel (two homble frogs) so 1 went home but Lord S of 

A talked about Gidc-Claudel until i 150 am, no fucking but some beer at i am So 
you see London is rery tinng Also unnatural nee is nfe 




^Lord Stanlej of Alderlcj 
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To Nwc'i MiTFORD PicrsCoun 

SDcambcr 

Dirling Nancj 

1 ftas dtlighicd to read that ‘the mo'-t bitHtant of the vnunper Nvntcrs’ has joined 
the stafl of the SmJa) Titrfi ' \ou should bast said ‘sounptsj \snftrs’ \\t arc 
much\ounpcr than Ma\Rccihohm or n M I otmci There att none sounptr than 
us 

1 base been an invalid fora week rccupentinp from i hncf \ isit to London 1 pet 
so {Yamfulls dtunf v,licnc\cr 1 po there (C himpapni, the shoiitst road out of 
^^clfarla) and nowadass n is riot a matter ol a licadachc and an aspmn but of 
compktccollapst.vith some clear indications of incipient lunaev 1 thin! 1 am )o!I\ 
near being mad e. need \cr\ careful treatment if 1 am to stirMst another decade 
svithout the strait straight ’ jaclct 

Ms great pan\ for Mrs Lute nas sets cspcnsiscfi. 1 thinl' a pood time wis hid bs 
most Ldd) thueVed 

Then I conduaed a meeting of the Catholic Guild of Arls^^ Ciafts ssherc I sson 
their confidence bj abuse of I’lcassoR then lost it ssith abuse of Catholic Artss. 
C-tafts I find It most encouraging that escrvsshcrc esersont is seeing through 
Picasso - even old jageers like R Nlortimer 

Then I had an excruciating sscek-end in a consent in Surres conducting a 
Catholic Bookloscrs \ktck-fmd The nuns sscrc vers attcntise sviih Iiitlc packets 
of chocolate and glasses of milk coscred ssiih muslin sells weighted ssith beads do 
'ou know what 1 mein When I said 1 ncser drank milk the} quite understood &. 
pursued me from breakfast to bed with a bottle of Burpunds and a medicine glass 
The sort of questions arc, of course, ‘ W h\ docs Mr Greene has c such a nasts mind 
3 od Is It not the duis of the artist to consider the ascragt re-adcr’’ C^n sou ssondcr 
that the mere breath ofW hue's mtoMcaics' 

The backwash of ms American jaunt laps all round me This Sunday a middlc- 
publisher (middle sscst is thcagncultural part ofUSA) ssho was flabbergasted 
3 t the proMmiis ofLaura's little farm ‘W hat is hav for'’ literally he asked, and ‘But 
''here IS It pastcunyed’’ in the dairs He had a patent nslon shirt sshich he svashed 
m his bath 

L'crsonc who came to the Luce banquet sent Laura a Collins except Luce 
Don’t sou think that odd' 

1 base dccplv enjoyed R G Hards’s RecnlUcitotis oj L P Snittli^ Have sou got 
It vet' Both of them older than us W'ill sour Pans articles be about milhncrj or 
politics' I long for them 

Los c from 
Esclvn 

Fleming had arranged for Nancj Milford «o write a column from Pans - ‘ms ness tos 

Robert Gathornc-Hards, RecoHectwnt oJ Logan Pearsall Smith The Star} nj a Friendship, 1949 
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To Anne Fremantle Pitrs Court 

3 January 1950 

Dear Anne 

It was sweet of }ou to send me a Christmas present The book was not well 
chosen for I hasc no interest in politics, but the thought was kind and 1 sent the 
object straight on to mj aunt Constance who expressed herself as delighted with it 
and no doubt passed it on to her \ icar 

Quite a number of jour fellow countrymen come here from time to time so I 
hear some news of you all Clare Luce was in London a month ago I gasc a little 
parts forher to meet papists At dinner she sat next to Frank Pakenham I explained 
beforehand that he was a socialist minister - she thought I meant a non-conformist 
minister & treated him throughout as though he were a presbytcrian Dean of 
Canterbury 

Laura is well - another baby expeaed in the summer I am en\ eloped in the sloth 
of the Welfare State & do nothing 

I hope the Foucauld book is has mg a great success 

Lose to Cathy 
Eselyn W 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

4january 1950 

Dearest Nancy 

I am so glad you enjoyed the Pearsall Smith book I reviewed it hurriedly & 
briefly for one of the little magazines no one reads & was so grateful for having 
enjoyed it that I just said so & nothing more but there was much more to be said I 
barely know the protagonists but I seem to understand it all 

Smith, I am sure, wanted a Boswell He felt he was unique& that he was wasting 
his genius on little pnvate jokes and had left a perfect but minute portrait of himself 
in Trivia He wanted someone to say about him all the things he couldn’t decently 
say about himself He was always trying to tram Boswells — Connolly, Sergent 
Preston etc —but he started much too late Hardy was his chief protege but what a 
disappointment He is quite unaware of his own detenoration from the pretty young 

aesthete Smith picked up m the bookshop to the middle-aged plasterer’s mate (mot 
juste) of 1944. 

The only way modern books are readable is by reading them between the lines I 
see so many unconsaous & consaous dishonesties m the book which is two books 
put together - the Boswell and an apologia for his treatment of the final heir I don’t 
now anyT mg except what the book suggests, but I suppose Hardy threatened an 
action to prove mith insane when he disinherited him I can just hear the solicitors 
voice We have two points to prove Mr Hardy First that Mr Smith definitely 
promise to you the capital sum of your allowance, and that you had amply 
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earned this sum b> professional help Secondlj that Mr Smith was definitely insane 
in Iceland not merely delmous ’ Hardj rubs this m all too fiercely 
You must have noticed often in life as I ha^e that howeier great-souled & 
delicate-mannered people are, finanaal obligations berween soaal equals are almost 
always disastrous Money runs through the book Smith was comfortably off but 
not nch at all He w as alarmed bj the rich and he expected the poor to be alarmed by 
him He w as, of course, a bullj & a tease but I suspect Hardy was a bitch & sponge I 
am sure he was always digging small sums out of the old boy 
The most moving part, I thought, was the last 50 pages when Hardy seems to 
have convinced himself that it was all in the cause of sacred friendship that he 
‘refused to quarrel’ with the old man Really, of course, he felt, ‘I can’t at the last 
moment, let him have an excuse to cut me out of the w'lll’ A man of honour would 
have said ‘You beastlj old American cad how dare you talk to me like that Stick 
>our bloodj dollars up your huge arse'’ Instead he sends him trout & offers to lend 
his savings as a plasterer 

Anyway what a delightful story 

The Russell* is not, I think, related to the great Whig House He wntes very 
Correa little reviews for one of the Sunday papers The fashionable v lew rather well 
expressed Sycophantish about O Sitwell, D MacCarthyetc 
It was a pamful shock to find old Smith being imposed on by Trevor-Roper ^ I 
hope he gave that blackguard expectations of a legacy 

Best love from 
Evelyn 

Xmas at Chantilly? 

’Logan Pearsall Smith’s will allowed man) of his friends, Robert Gathome-Hardy among them, to 
choose boots or pictures from his house The residue, scteral thousand pounds, w as left to John Russell 
(1919- a literary cntic in the 1940s, now art critic on the New York Times He published Logan 
Pearsall Smith, 1950 

^age 170 of Recollections of Logan Pearsall Smith 'I am reading a scholarly clever witty life of 
Archbishop Laud by a Merton don named Trevor-Roper He loved letters, and what pleased me, he 
loves my writing — and knows a great deal of Trsvta by heart ’ H R.Trevor-Ropcr (1914— ) Regius 
Professor of Modem History, Oxford, 1957-80 Created Lord Dacre 1979 


To Penelope Betjeman Piers Court 

7 January 1950 

Darling Penelope 

It was very nice of you to send me a Christmas present You had aroused the 
keenest expeaations and as the last days of Advent passed without a sign, mj heart 
fell I do not get so many presents now'adavs that I can afford to forgo one Now it 
has come & 1 am delighted The subjea is one on which I am ill informed I shall 
read it w ith great curiosity 

It IS nice of y ou to ask me to v isit you but (a) I dont think John likes me (b) I don’t 
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think I like your children (c) I know I detest all talk about the varying fads of 
heretics I can stomach a traditional, sceptical, formal, Barchestcr Towers 
Protestantism of the sort my father & grandfathers professed but the nearer these 
people ape the ways of Catholics the nearer they approach flat blasphemy and it 
turns me sick (d) I need w'lne twice a day& you cant bear the smell of it So w'C must 
be pen pals unless you come where I have spent prodigious sums in uglifications 
I have had a year of great suffering beeau§e last Easter I made a penitential vow to 
accept every popish invitation to lectuie foi a year At first it was easy because I had 
built up over the ycais a fine iron curtain by curt refusals But it leaked out and I 
have had an autumn & w'lnter of unspeakable boredom culminating in a ‘Book 
Lovers Week End’ at Grayshott Next Sunday I speak at Middlesbiough and 
Leicester There are those who like the sound of their own voices Not rne 

I hav e done a lot moi e on the life of St Helena - very good Indeed I hope to finish 
before Easter Would you aecept the dedication ' 

Two suicides’ among my fnends last year How many to come^ 

Are you going to Rome for Holy Year When ' We might go together 
Laura has built an all-electric bungalow for her eows She is ^6,420 ov erdrawn at 
the end of the year I have spent £10,000 and not put any aside for taxation (£7,500) 
so It looks like prison pretty soon, where I am told one has the wiieless ceaselessly 
playing night and day 

It was on account of Aelred Graham’s letters in The Times newspaper that I 
lemoved my boys name from Ampleforth& put him on the Downside list ^ 

On Monday I take my children to London to the circus Ghastly 
My lovt to John Though he doesn’t love me I love him 

E 

’Peter Bcatt} andTob\ Milbankc 

^Penelope Betjeman replied ‘That ib a real cracker about Dom A Graham (who is as you will bare 
seen under the watchful cscofthc Inquisition) because\ou told me two \ ears ago \ou were sending sour 
bojs to Downside 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

11 January 1950 - 

Darling Nancy 

Woolgar & Roberts, 3 Dorset Buildings, EC4 That is the place foi pi ess 
cuttings It IS a great expense having them and for every one that is interesting fifty' 
aie uncndurably boring and five are painful, but Popkins w'lll charge it against 
income tax Thank you thank you thank you foi the picture of Dufi ’ I will take it to 
White s when 1 next visit that nest of vipers I was there yesterday between the 
Circus & Peter Pun and whom should I sec but poor Prod Nothing you told me 
prepared me for the truth He had locomotor ataxia and a waistcoat made of an old 
rug How you have brought him down He was such a bright pretty boy If it were 
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not for his soaalism I should ha\e great compassion for him I thought people like 
}OU& he belie\ed in putting the decrepit into gas chambers 
I greatlj enjoyed your second article m Sunday Times It has greatly excited the 
nine lovers Is the Vigneau ‘04 not too old' I would dearlj like to buy some Do you 
know how much one can bnng to England without a licence' An excellent feature of 
your articles is the French What the English like are phrases of which they easilj 
understand the literal meaning, if possible with w ords that look like English words, 
and have quaintness & drollness That is just what you give them I mean for 
instance the warm hampers for the wine Giv e us plenty of such phrases, please 
My new Holy Year opens with the prospect of financial rum For some time I 
hav e been aw are that I seemed to be in easier circumstances than most of my fnends 
& accounted for it with saws like ‘solvencj' is a matter of temperament’ and by 
thinking of all the nuns w ho are praj mg for me, bringing me in pounds w hen I giv e 
them shillings, and so on 

Well last week I said to Laura ‘are jou sure you arent over-drawn at the bank?’ 
‘No, I don’t think so I’m sure they’d tell me, if I w ere’ ‘W^ell do ask’ So she did 
and, my dear, she had an overdraft of £6,420 which had been quietlj mounting up 
for years There is no possible way to pay it off, as her capital is m trust and for me to 
earn that much more, I should have to earn about 150,000 and we cannot possibly 
spend less although for three jears we have been spending 2,000 more’Yhan our 
income (and that 2000 tax free too) Well its a sad prospect isn’t it I shall have to go 
topnson but that is hell nowadajs with wireless & lectures & psjchiatrj' Oh for the 
Marshalsea^ 

Please answer my enquirj' about Mrs Simpson’s Neptune^ 

I do so hate this warm w'et w'inter We all hav e colds 


Love 

E 

‘Nancj Mitford had w nttcn that a fnend others had been drunk and ‘Duff w-as X though is it for Duff 
to be X about drunkeness’ (I enclose a photograph and jou are not to saj you base seen it as its really 
'ery disloyal of me to send it - loyal to vou however )’ On 19 January she began a letter ‘You are not 
repeat not to show the photograph of Sir Alf to any body at all ’ 
debtors’ prison 

^Nancy Mitford had wntten I dined w ith the Windsors She has an erotic picture by Boucher in her 
hedroomofa Lesbians at work I said ‘ Oh, w hats that,’ wondenng what she would say ‘Wellitseems 
there was some old God called Neptune who could change himself into anything he liked - once he was 
4 swan you know —and this woman liked other women so he changed himself into one.’” 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

(January 1950] 

Darling Nancy 

The harm if harm there is has been done I sent the snapshot of Cooper to 
Connolly not say ing it was from y ou so no embarrassment can result and really it is 
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from the public pnnts so no secret is revealed so I dont think it matters a button 
really does it' Only I’m sorry if you do mind * 

Gas chambers were not a Nazi in\ ention All ‘Progressives’ like Lord Ponsonby^ 
belie\ed in them and called it Euthanasia and had a Soaety all the Fabians belonged 
to simply to build gas chambers and that is what Health Centres are for besides 
castrating men and stenlizing women and giving french letters to children Didn’t 
you know 'So take Prod by the han d & lead him to Peckham ^ where the Donaldsons 
will deal with him in a jiffy 

As a lady in Middlesbrough said ‘I see you dedicated a book to Nancy Mitford 
Do you really know her'’ ‘Well, I know one side of her’ ‘I do admire her wnting so’ 
‘So do I I have just been rereading all her books ’ ‘^Books^ D’you mean to say she 
wntes books, too ? She must be clever I thought she was only on the Sunday Times' 

Everyone is so bored with the General Election The nev\spapers have to offer 
huge cash pnzes to get people to write and say that they will vote The only person 
excited about it is Maimie who put herself at the disposal of the Central Office and 
was directed to canvass St Pancras where she claims to have converted 32 
proletarian women and heard that the public library is used for orgies after closing 
time The only amusing contest is Randolph V’ Foot^inDevonport It is nice for the 
boy to have an opponent just as beastly as himself in just the same way It is the first 
time Up till now he has always stood against decent old buffers 

I w'oke up in the middle of last night & started worrying about Ed Stanley’s 
brother ^ Have you ever met him? What is he like? 

G Orwell is dead and Mrs Orwell^ presumably a nch widow Will Cynl 
[Connolly] marry her? He is said to be consorting with Miss Skelton ’ 

Since the recent terrible financial crash I have saved hundreds of pounds in not 
buying things 

I think P Popkin is a snake At least he is helpful to the poor but as soon as one 
earns more than he does himself env y steps in and he lets one down Also he lets one 
overpay and then pretends to be fhghtfully clever m bringing back some of the 
money that ought never to have left the pocket I am obsessed by pov^erty at the 
moment But not so much as multi-millionaire Graham Greene, the soaalist, who I 
gather has been sniffing round Chantilly 

Poor Patnek has written a novel« in praise of Angela Quite good about her but 
the rest Forsyte Saga 


■She did not j- 

=ArlhurPonsonb> (1871-1946) Labour mp Created baron 1930 

returned m ,945 

Michael Foot (,9,3- ) Pohtiaan and unter Editor of Tnbun, 1948-52 He held the seat for 

Labour 1945-55. since i960 has sat for Ebbw Vale Waugh wrote in Marrh u T ^ iTr 

miniitr “! t>.ll . .u 1.1 „ b" wrotc in March, I saw poor Randolph for a 

minute 1 tell jou what the trouble was at Desonnort nIH Tn, , l 

Conservatives’” '^'onpon, old bo> There just weren’t enough 

’Lvulph Henr> Stanlej (1915-71) 


'Sonu Brownell had mamed George Orwell in Oaober 1949 She died m t 
’Barbara Skelton, the wntcr married Cjrtl Connollj that vear 
^Ruthless Innocent 


980 
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To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

9 March [1950] 

Darling Nancj 

Bathe the legs - not yours, the hen’s - in warm water & dry thoroughlj Then 
anoint with a compound of \aseline& paraffin in equal parts Repeat daily until 
scales disappear Another school saj s ‘kill & boil’ 

It IS \er) kind of you to ask me to dinner on Apnl nth I look forw'ard to it 
greatly Is it ‘a few j oung men’ or ‘a jew young man’ w ho wants to meet me' If the 
latter could he not hat e a cocktail with me at the Gate du Nord ^ 

Another good article Of course the thing about England now - always a little bit 
but now particular!} - is that there simpl} is no ‘mode’m anything There is the 
general, well grounded assumption that anything new is infenor to the old & thats 
that There is also no ‘monde’ Who should be leading it^ Debo' You see it makes 
no sense But that is all the less reason why Mrs Gascoigne ^ should be such a beastly 
bore She is not missing anything by staying in the country Some of the most 
exquisitely entertaining men I ha\ e ever known - eg Conrad Russell - led In es of 
complete retirement Boredom is something in people not anything from outside 
Look at Juliet^ who all her life has been surrounded by the most amusing people and 
remains a crasher No there was no excuse for Mrs Gascoigne’s beasthness 

I have now written the last word of Helena and am quite out of work I would 
rather like to wnte a guide book to Gloucester like E M Forster’s Alexandria 
Stick to Mr Peters come what may Of course Mr Beaumont ^ prefers to deal with 
a soft lady Mr Peters will do & say all the things behind your back that you could not 
bring yourself to do & say and you needn’t know and you will greatly profit and be 
more respected by such as Beaumont 

You know the Goller cure for obesity' You take diff erent coloured pills according 
to what part of the body you w ish to make smaller Anthony Head'* has been found 
to be taking breast-pills I am going to do it for face, neck & stomach and so expect 
something rather elegant, perhaps unrecognizable, on the i ith 

Honks 8c Cooper are here honking the French President * You would think they 
could see him at home without coming abroad for the spectacle 

Lo\e 

E 

’Man (Midi) O’Neill (1905- ) mamed Dcnck Gascoipnc in 1934 
Tjdj Juliet Duff 

’Hugh (Binkic) Beaumont {1908-73) Theatncal impresario who i^as presenting The Little Hut in 
London 

’Anthon} Head {1906- ) ConscrvatncMP 1945-60 Created Viscount Head in 1960 
’Vincent Aunol 
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To Graham Grffnf Piers Coun 

27 Mai eh 11950] 

Dear Graham, 

I am absoluttlj delighted to recene 7 he Alinisiry oj 1 nirtijourtiey irilhuui Maps 
1 had lost mj copj of the second of these and rather forgotten it I shall re-read them 
both at once I find 1 lose ic-rcadmg now - particular!) jour books I am so proud of 
mj line of signed copies of s our w ork 

You see the Pope has condemned sou almost bj name' ‘Violent &. immoral 
books cloaked in the glitter ofacsthetie-s ’ Hard words 

1 long to heai an account of jour Boston disasters 1 never liked the idea of that 
plaj 

You will not rccogni/c me 1 am doing Dr Goller’s diet for obcsitj and am 
shrivelling up Ilookvcrj like Mintj ' now - a character for whom I has ealwajs felt 
a \erj close affinitj 

Yours ever 
Ev cl j n 

Talking of rc-rcading I re-read Brtdcshead and was appalled I can find manj 
excuses - that it was the product Consulc Bracken^ of spam, Nissen huts, black-out 
- but It wont do for peace-time The plot seemed to me excellent I am going to 
spend the summer rew ruing it 

'Ixt England Made Aie 1935 h' Grahsni Greene, Mint\ is described as‘small wrinkled dusi) 

As Minister of Information Brendan Bracken past Wauph time in 1943-4 to ssntc Bndeshead 
Revmttd 


To Laura Waugh British Embassv, 

15 April 1950 pgris 

[written in Rome]^ 

Darling Whiskers 

I anted at the empty Embassj&next daj lunched with W Rospigliosi^at the 

club Sexj Mallet resigned from and then I had cocktails with Mondy & Cccilc^ 
(very prettj both of them) & they came to dine with me & Angela Antrim & we were 
all very )ollj Yesterday I did the basilicas in the ram and a taxi & had mj meals with 
Peggy [Mallet] who had amved and goodness the jokes Acton made about her 
frugality arc not jokes at all There simply isn’t enough to cat Well dinner last night 
was soup and then a v erj nice little pastry pie like a v ol-au-v ent w ith a buttered egg 
inside and some peas and a banana All served on silver plate with three livened 
fulTnL ordinaire Sexy came back in the ev ening v erv sw eet He had had a 

He konr 1 ^ ^ ^denjojedhimselfso much It brought tears to the eves 

He kept saying le« g,v e a pany for Ev el j n & Peggy looked flint & steel 

fhar Inrs ^ ° u scouts & girl guides, and they push so to kiss Peters foot 

that lots get their teeth knocked out& they have to be swept up afterwards 

All love darling 
Ev elv n 
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contcmporancs and ever since’ Here >ou ha\c put two linguisticallj dissimilar 
forms into close association Perhaps it is not absolutclj w rong grammaticallj but it 
IS barbarously inelegant You must cither say ‘both in her ow n time and c\ cr since’ 
or ‘both by her contemporaries and by posterity ’ 

Sec^ 

More ne\t time 

I base come back to Florence after an enchanting festa at Portofino Say what you 
like for your snooty frogs, the wops arc top nation for simple fun & prcttincss It 
really was loscly & gay & holy all at the same time It was frightfully cold all the 
time & wet most of the time Johnny Churchill’s aw ful frescoes arc all that sun i\ ed 
the German occupation They thought they were Giottos and rcscrently coscred 
them with six layers of cans as & tarpaulin &. plywood while they were wrecking the 
rest of the charming Victorian interiors (Laura’s grandfather had all the materials 
for building shipped out from England) 

I met a lively young lady who said she knew you - granddaughter of William 
Nicholson^, mamed to a sort of war correspondent 

She had Osbert Lancaster staying with her Well say what you will I don’t mind 
him a bit, in fact rather like him 

Harold [Acton] h\cs a life of great sc\enty His parents will not permit his 
going out when they have guests or his staying at home when they arc alone, so half 
his time IS spent being polite to aged Amcncan marquesas and half eating in poky 
restaurants He is not allowed in his fathers car and lives three miles out of tow n He 
will treat me like an aged American marquesa, bows me in & out of doors, holds 
umbrellas o\er my head & pays me extravagant compliments But he knows 
everything about ART 

We went to see B Berenson, like Trotsky, in a house^ which after Harold’s is a 
miserable hole La Pietra really is very fine Much more than I ever expected 
I went to see the Master Sir Max Beerbohm at Rapallo Fatuous Lady B would 
talk but It was blissikins just to be in a room with him 

Tomorrow I go to MontegufoniThen with Harold to Verona 

Ceale has passed out of my heart It was burning passion at the time Easy 
come, easy go 

I daresay I’ll have something to report of Montegufoni 

Such thinness as you may hav e observed on my passage through Pans has gone I 
am back to normal The wop food is not what one needs really Nor the wine 


t translated by Nancy M.tford, 1950 

mamed to A 1 she used her mother’s name She was 

CrossofReuters D.ed t^b. 


^Thc Sitwells’ castle near Florence 
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To Laura Waugh Pensione Villa Natalia, 

26Apnl[i95o] Firenze 

Darling 

So I ^ as deeph interested a, ino\ed bj %nsit to Portofino 
The festa vras ga\ & beautiful & hoh &. [I] thanked God &. St George for \ ou with a 
veri full heart. 

I found \ our mother m dire circumstances Quite penniless, without food, finng 
or furniture Gabnel [Dru] had come with the ill considered notion that it would 
bcneht her rheumatics The cold was intense all the nmeSc it general!} rained Iwas 
able to bu} a Imle fire wood to relie\e their worst suffenngs but the} ha\ e nothing to 
eat except vegetables The} will star\ e at the top of that hill 
The new St George is e\aal} like the old&: when the inside is decorated will be 
indistinguishable A damn fool English woman (protestantA middle class) has taken 
the Gastello Brown & thinks herself lad} of the manor and goes round sa}ing how 
unponant it is to keep the \oti\e plaques out of the church Well }ou can imagine 
the snubs she collects Sheistr}ing\er} hard&\er} unsuccessful!} to eradicate the 
name ‘Brown’. She said to Osbert Lancaster ‘I expect }ou know the wonderful 
no^el that was written about this castle-’ ‘Do }ou mean A E W Mason’s At the 
Villa Brown’’’ QmcV 

On the eve of the festa the Archeprete went round the town with a paste pot 
sticDng posters e\er}-where which said quite simpl} ‘Arch Pnest, we lo\e thee’ 
Poor Sex} had a remble da\ He got %er} drunk before luncheon A promised all 
the Portofino colony that hew ould Msit them in their homes that afternoon thinking 
he could whizz round in his car spending ten minutes with each It was a \er} wear} 
ambassador who ended up at the Villa Camanon 

There was no hot water at Alrachiara A Gabnel had not washed an} part of 
herself even her hands since arn\ al She ate e\ ei^xhing with her fingers including 
large fried fishes which she held b} the tail, clawed the bones out of A swallowed like 
asparagus Realh a temble spectacle. But }ou must not thmk that I did not lo\e 
being } our mothers guest A that I am not most grateful to her for asking me 

There was a hieh }oung lad} who claims to know m} children called Mrs 
ChCTord She has made the Oppenheimer home quite delightful Mr Chfford has 
Esme Sc Desmond Parsons’s disease ^ 

O Lancaster sat next Gabnel at the Ma}or’s luncheon A made con\ersation of 
what a great fhend he was of you A Auberon and all the Herberts and said how like 
Gabnel was to aU her fatml} ‘The only one of } our sisters }ou aren’t at all hke,’ he 
said, ‘is one who mamed Alick Dm’ 

- There was a bearded actor called Qunes^ (-) who sa}s he is as famous as 
OIi\ ler A Gielgud 

The procession at Portofino was much more beautiful than the one we saw wnth 
the original patch} [—] A the firew orks the best e e\ er seen 

Vour mother was tembl} o\er-exated because the }-acht turned its searchlights 
on the procession A wanted us all to sign a Grand Remonstrance but artful Jenn} 
Clifford calmed her down 
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I think \our ma thoroughlj cnjojcd the festa and Nvas quite glad *.hc asked niC' I 
was )oll\ jaggenng all the time & hid m> discomfort The trouble is she simplj 
doesn’t realize that the eilla is not habitable eveept in hot weather It rcalh should 
be complctelj furnished & decorated if she eser hopes to get good winter tenants 
The echo in all the rooms is beasth 

The garden is well kept up and Sheepers^ fine solid structure is still sound 
enough 

When 1 send jou mj Verona address telegraph all well and Knox news 

All love 
£\ cljn 

'The book referred to was The Enchanted April b> ’Fli^bcth of the German Garden (EIrrjbcth 
Russell) igaa 

Ttodglun’s disease 

’Alee Qunes (1912-70) That j car he directed himself as Macbcih at the Arts Theatre, his hundredth 
production there 

'Henrj, fourth Earl of Gimars on, n ho built the house There w ere man) pictures of him in which he 
was thought to resemble a sheep 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

25 Ma} [1950] 

Darling Nancy 

Emily Post is not a very gratifying companson ’ She was the great American 
aurhonty on etiquette and a very bad authority too 

I am having great trouble about protagonists Not only the wild beast of 
Bloomsbury [Raymond Mortimer] but people as far West as Harley Street write me 
abusive letters on the subjea and Eddy Sackvillc-West who knows no Greek 
supports them ^ 

His visit was a heavy responsiblity I gave him fresh meat at every meal but he 
took a great number of pills Were they in order to ameliorate the cooking or 
reinforce the vitamins^ He drinks only whisky in tinv quantities and I generally 
count on large bumpers of goodish wine dulling my guests’ consciousness of their 
discomforts 

Also he'dislikes cross-word puzzles and Ronnie Knox made us do them all the 
evening in a speaal way devised by himself to make them more difficult He (Eddy) 
looked very elegant,& except for pimples, pretty^He has a dear little dinner jacket 
with a velvet collar & tiny black suede shoes I took him for a breathless hot walk and 
e seemed to enjoy the countrv'side but he moaned pitifully with the pain of my 
books He got up at dawn and sat in his ov ercoat in the drawing room before 
the fire w as lit Oh dear I dont think he can hav e enjoy ed himself at all I do like him 
so Attempts to make a joke of his tenderness fell very flat I am afraid Ronnie who 
thinks only of the Grenfells & Shaw Stewarts thought him rather sissy 

n now I am m great embarrassment because there are some very stiff bold 
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grandees called Guise who have h\cd qunc lost on the banks of the Sesern since 
about 1150 and their daughtci ts to marrj a Githolic (a Fraser to make things 
worsc)'’so Ronnie wanted her asked sol didsothough I hardlj know them and they 
arcsers haughty about it Oh dear She is coming any was 

Laura is much better, leading a nice la/y life warm in bed in fret/ingroom where 
I sit most of the day 

Tomorrow I go to stay with Maud Russell '* I asked Edds whom I should find 
and he said Peter Qucnncll for certain 

1 read that all the French police are on strike That must be a comfort for all 
I ha\c been insitcd to spend a Cultural Week at the Hague Would that be funny 
or homble' Tve neter been there and the only Dutch I know arc the Jungman 
sisters and Henry Yorke’s pa He’s rather cultural in a gruesome way but not 
Jungmans 

Bogey Harris is dead ^ 

Donaldsons went all the way to London for Anthony Mildmay’s!* funeral and 
their names were omitted from The Times list so they arc much more socialistic 
I hare asked Mr Peters to see that middle-class man with the muffler m Pans 
My garden really looks rather well 
1 hope the middle class man’s motor car got cured 

Ronnie IS sitting saying his rosary mcr the fire Is that a good sign'I fear not 

Lot c from 
E 

Lore to Debo-a faint fragrance of dead romance H Hamilton indeed 'Why do J 
dislike him' I don’t know him at all & he has done me no inyury, but I wish him 
boiled in oil 

'Nincj Milford had wntten ‘Who is Ejnil} Post please’ The NS and N [Nor Statesman and Nation] 
sajs 1 am ihc modem she' 

^Vaugh had used the word in ihc plural and had wniicn ihe weeV before ‘Protagonist Besides >our 
chum who looks like a Maltese pimp, what is his name, (Raymond] Mortimer, others have wntten to me 
about this word 

It IS an English word meaning “leading actor” Some dramas, most Greek dramas but not for example 
Aeschylus, hav coni) one leading actor Svichis Hamlet But other plays eg AlarAcM 2 protaganists^tr/«/r 
Caetar 3 protagonists If you only allowf one protagonist you have to use “deuteragonist” and 
tntagonist’ which arc not English words at all So balls to the Maltese pimp ’ 

’Philippa Guise (1916- ) mamed Alasrair Fraser (1919- ), Major in the Lovat Scouts, in 1950 

‘Maud Nelkc married in 1917 Gilbert Russell, brother of Conrad Russell 

’Henry Hams, an expert on furniture and painting, died on 20 May ‘1 belieie no one knows hts 
income, occupation or love affairs ’ Cynthia Asquith in Diaries igi^-iS 
^Anthony Mildmay (1909-50) Succeeded as second baron in 1947 Rodcovcrahundredwmnersand 
Would have won the National if his reins had not broken 

fHamish (Jamie) Hamilton (1900- ) Chairman of Hamish Hamilton since 1931, Nancy Mitford’s 

publisher and fnend She wrote praising him and Waugh replied 

It IS not known why I dislike James Hamish Hamilton 1 think perhaps myself bemg a publisher’s son 
has something to do with it I grew up with a respect for publishers and don’t like to sec people fall 
below my Papa’s standards (Not goodness knows of^air 1 mean of good behanour) 

Besides I don’t like people who arc pushful without swagger 
Besides 1 shouldn’t recognise the fellow if I saw him ’ 
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To Kano Mitford Piers Cxiurt 

28 Ma) (1950] 


Darling Kanej 

Trj & get hold of New YorLir for Mae i^ih It hae a grutsomt &: fascinating 
description of Mr Ernest Htmingssas ' 

A sad final incident to Edds's \isit He had an elaborate train journc} to 
Blandford so I sent him all the was to Bath in the \illage ta\i in the hope that it 
would mitigate his austerities The taxi-man got him there in niee time, then sat 
bacf &. lit a pipe to refresh himself SuddenK he saw a figure like frightened ghost— 
from the station lugging two suitcases& a medicine-chest, look round wildh, fail to 
recognise him, le-ap into another ta\i& drixe awa> There are two stations in Bath & 
he had been taken to the wrong one I said at Mottisfont* he^nte nothing, ‘Hcsimph 
gorges here ’ 

It was the erasing for social life took me to Mottisfont Well it was all dishes died 
war ssidows plasing Canasta {') One of these widosss was Diana Campbcll-Gres 
I think nothing of Yothinn ^ I began it with the highest expectations & please 
trj 8d belicsc me, no tinge of jcalousj, and ssas sharpls disappointed Some loscls 
l}nc flashes some sers funnj characters Li?, Penelope the sainted darling, but the 
idiom rang false cscrjsshcrc That idiot paper New Statesman of course got the 
exaa opposite of the truth W'hat Hcnr) neser did for a moment ssas to define his 
characters social position Sometimes thc} spoke ‘Mrs Chichestcrcsc’, sometimes 
Air Force, sometimes sheer Gloucester peasant - ‘Lease me be’ ‘W'hscscr for ’ He 
has just lost his ear through spending so much time ssith loss-class ssomcn All thc 
characters are frightfully common but not consistent in their sort of commonness 


Don’t jou agree ‘I’ll take a sherry’ ‘Phone me’ all thc joke-charade sulganties 
W/ell Etonians of 45 don’t talk like that He might has e made a nice contrast ss ith thc 
joung, who some of them do, I belies c, but not the young men I sass at Mottisfont- 
Mark Bonham-Carter ,5 Nigel Nicolson*- etc They couldn’t make out the slang of 
their generation (in this nos el I speak of) but ssere quite ssilling to suppose that sse 
talk like John Pomfret & Liz I daresay Henry neser could ss rite dialogue at all & has 
been bluffing all the time I mean, we base all said ‘How wonderfully Henry has 
^ught real proletanan speech’ while all the time it ssas just as false as his 
Knightsbndge characters Andanyway what is a Knightsbridge character^ I don’t 
regard It as basing eser been a defined class, unless he means thc royal tarts in the 
iresor-Montpeher^ area But Maimie wouldn’t say ‘Lets gisc a “do”’ for a party 
Perhaps Sibell might since she mosed into Midland industrial circles 1 belies e 
^ loind all jangled up by Birmingham business chums & 

'u ^ Prn glad the Amencans arc lapping It up 

T character has mg his leg off bit by bit & then dying 

I used It about a litt e boy m my first book, who was shot at the school sports 
Do read the amcle on Hemmgssay If jou cant get it. I’ll send it grudgingly 


’Bj Lillian Ross, repnntcd in her collection Reporimg, 


Love from 
Evelyn 

New York 1964, London 1966 ^ 
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^Home of Maud Russell 
’Bj Henrv Green, 1950 
e. in a genteel manner 

’Marl Bonham-Caner (1922- ) Director of Collins, the publishers. Liberal MP 1958-9, grandson 

of Asquith 

‘Nigel Nicolson (1917- ) Wnter Director of Wctdenfeld & Nicolson from 1947, Conservative 
MP 1952-9, son of Harold Nicolson and V SaclMlle-West 
’Squares in Knightsbndge 


To Laura Waugh ^ Piers Court 

Uune 1950] 

Postcard 

I have answered this in jour inimitable hand Your hay has been ‘turned’ People 
hope to ‘pick It up’ to morrow Three glorious peonies struggled through the 
nettles in your kitchen garden Much escapism among cattle 
In my loneliness I fell into com ersation w ith Hatty yesterday, she is definitely 
sub-normal 

Kate Donaldson asks if she can stay here first week in July As Vera^ intends to be 
abroad then, I said, no 

E 

‘At Pixton, before the binh of Septimus on 11 Jul\ 

’Vera Grot er, the nanny 


To Laura Waugh White’s 

4 July [1950] 

Darling 

I am so tery sorry to learn that you are still bearing your great burden Your 
Condition w'as surprisingly announced to the peoples of Amsterdam by my 
chairman who said ‘Mr Waugh’s great enthusiasm for the Holland Festital is 
exemplified by the fact that he has left his wife’s side while she is bearing him a 
seventh child’ But the stolid Dutch showed no surprise 
I am very pleased to be back in London The trouble was that the Festival 
organizers billeted me on a v ery kind family in The Hague suburbs whose house was 
3 tiles 8c linoleum 8c huge windows & steel Ultra-modem 1937 and I cannot be 
®PPy for a moment in such conditions Also they had a number of loutish sons who 
av about m the living-room like basking w’hales But the host & hostess were so 
'ud The happiest time vv as two days in an hotel in Amsterdam 1 w as also taken to 
3 number of very pretty country houses Bob Coe’ is there at the Amcncan 
uibassy He was very kind So was Nichols^ our ambassador - very nice man 
so a Dutch pansy w ith a monocle But the rest w ere dull My Icaures ill-attended 
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as in both Pht 1 IaJ:ue^ Amstordim tht\ those tin same niplit for mt & Redgrave’s 
Hamlet naturally everyone preferred IltmUt 
1 hive got;;/«(// fitter 

Debo IS giving a fantv-dress rivet party so 1 must rofw get an admirals uniform 
fitted She IS in great loohs but 1 don’t love her as I did 

It was very good of you to send me my umbrella I misted it soreh in Holland 
1 have sent you a windmill and a coach*; horses by separate post 1 think we might 
evpenment with a graver ('] trying to make the emth-and horses better It looks 
like nothing much but it is all solid silver and very expensive So were the lamps -- 
No dutv to pay surprisinglv enough 'I hev arc blue & white I thought one 
might do for your bed-room 

The Dutch not only have soup for luncheon but hive two helpings of it 
I hope Bridget has forgiven me for being so drunk L your ma for being so sour 
MhhanBOvir 

L 

’Robert Coe (1902- ) Diplomat Magdalen College, Oaford 1927 Couavcllor of American 
Embassy at the Hague 1948 Ambassador to Denmark 1953-7 ‘Inside ensconced cosils behind an 
embankment of plass, there uas a small, dark, cheerful person, looktnp behind tortoise-shell spectacles, 
like a determined bee Mr Robert Coe and bis Renault ’ An evsav in CAmrr// June 1927, bv Bnan 
Howard 

*Sir Philip Nichols (1894-19^6) 


To P H Newby Hyde Park Hotel 

5 July 1950 

Dear Sir, 

Thank you for your letter of 3rd July with the kind suggestion that I should make 
public a conversation between myself and a friend about my vvnting I am afraid 
that this IS not practicable because I never mention my writing to my friends 

Yours faithfully, 

Evelyn Waugh 

An unpublished short story would cost you a great deal more than you can afford 

'PH Newby (1918- ) Novelist Joined the bdc in 1949 and was Controller of the Third 

Programme 1958-69 


To Laura Waugh Hyde Park Hotel 

8 July [1950] 

Darling 

I look eagerly in the columns of The Times but every day am disappointed I am 
so very sorry for you in this tedious wait, but rejoice you are with your family & with 
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a pupp) to^keep \ou amused, and all the coming & going of Pixton to distract you 
The Giurt Ball was wholly delightful I dined with the Stavordales for it We 
all had a high old time Full of chums & flowing with champagne, rollicking light 
heartedness like the last hour of a hunt ball from the first minute and of course the 
spectacle pure Winterhalter and a delight to the eye 
The Bath wedding * was jollj pretty too and Chips^ had a seizure at the spectacle 
of the entire roy al family in his drawing-room at last 
Betvs een social pleasures I have had a number of business interview s & have more 
to come Selznick^ is trying to buy Brideshead If he does and I get the money into 
trust & then get it out of trust we may be rescued from our queer street 
Gossip 

Raimund is sacked by Luce ^ 

Murrough O’Bnen sacked by Irene ^ 

King of Jugo-SlaMa sacked by Queen of J S * 

Maimie has lost all her fortune ^ 

Connolly has lost Miss Skelton 

There is no truth whatever in the story that Fr Caraman is leaving the Month 
Daphne has a new lover called Sam Fielden’ & wants to learn parachuting to be 
hTe him 

Ann Rothermere is gi\ mg a rival ball on the same night as Debo 
I dined with Sutro and lovely Natasha Paley® was there & she inebriated him 
so that he aaed & sang for three hours with absolute genius 
Fr D’Arcy has nausea 

Well I think that’s about all I will come to Pixton soon I am longing to see you ® 

All love 
E 

'Lady Caroline Thynne (1928- ), daughter of the Marquess of Bath, mamed Datid Somerset 

(1928- heir prcsumptis c to the Duke of Beaufort, on 5 July 

^enry (Chips) Channon (1897-1958) Conservative mp and dianst. Knighted 1957 
’David Scknick (1902-65) Producer of Gone With the Wind 

■•Raimund von Hofmannsthal worked for his fnend Henry Luce at Time 1939-71 There had been a 
tow and he changed his department 

^Murrough O’Bnen (1910- ), a maior in the Irish Guards, and his wife Irene Richards were 

divorced, and he remarried m 1952 

Pnneess Alexandra of Greece div orced King Peter in 1950 

The Marchioness of Bath obtained a divorce and was mamed to Major Alexander (Xan) Fielding 

•953-76 

Natalia Paley, bom in 1905 Daughter of Grand Duke Paul of Russia Mamed in 1937 John 
Wilson, theatneal producer 

Waugh was consistently absent at the birth of his children Laura wrote on this occasion 
f 6»'c been thinking deeply about whether it would be a good thing for you to come and visit me 
igiin and though 1 long for it 1 don’t think it would be if Auberon [Herbert] is going to be here -1 
don t yet know that he is but it seems to be probable 

I think the mixture of all the children and him would be intolerable to you and even though I know 
30U would be polite to him I know I should be in a fever and miserable feeling things were not nghr ’ 
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To Graham Greene Piers Qjurt 

[is July 1950] 

Postcard 

I hear you have consented to wntc script for film of Bndeshead If true, thanks 
most awfully It is more than I ever thought possible ' 

E 

'No film was made 


To Laura Waugh [Piers Giurt] 

Wednesday 26 July [1950] 

Darling, 

It IS nice to be out of London I wish I were at home Theie is no home without 
you But I agree that you would do far better to stay away until you arc fully well 
enough to endure the horrors of the childrens company I ha\c sent my mother her 
instructions, also Teresa Your barometer-glass is in the hands of Universal Aunts 
When I left you, (still in the great wave of euphoria that began as I escaped from 
Holland, mounted at the jolly London parties, mounted still higher at the news of 
Septimus’s birth and at finding you so well & beautiful) I went straight to Highgate 
exhausted by the hot journey & short tempered I was not at all nice to my poor 
mama and left with the first beginnings of bad conscience & melancholy, but I had a 
gay, busy day trying to get a sailors uniform and ending up with onl} bits of one 
which I had to go to the East End to find Then I went to a cocktail party of Graham 
Greene s where I was beastly to Father Caraman, Lady Jones and a publisher who 
deserves all he gets Then dinner at Dot’s — Loelia Westminster^, Richard and 
Virginia Sykes^ (who was most loving& sent you many messages) the Hultons'* (not 
very nice). Duchess Philip Dunn Odd bur jolly party Then to the boats which 
looked lovely Exquisite young married women m elaborate Edwardian dresses 
The whole party was lyrically pretty & gay No ugly incidents Then to breakfast at 
Warwick House where Ann s party was just ending sombrely Next day woke rather 
drunk & kept happily drinking all the morning Burns & Graham Greene came to 
luncheon at White’s Bums had been very idle & inept about his organization of 
Father D Arcy s orgy Jolly dnnkmg m hot afternoon Went to sleep & woke up sad 
& rom then on all euphoria departed & melancholy, insomnia, nervous nausea, lack 
o appetite, sore eyes, breathlessness and other painful symptoms set m & got worse 
A sad lonely Saturday, a sadder lonelier Sunday, a Monday of despair 

o ope that your mother and the Drus enjoyed the dinner party It achieved its 
primapf end in giving D Arcy a sense of being surrounded by love & sympathy I 
t oug t It all pretty beastly but then I was already m general despair Through 
ums s ineptitude no one seemed to realize that wine was not included m the price 
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of the dinner and I found mjself a grudging host to many thirsty papists I brought 
Ann Rothermere & Randolph & June as mj guests & put at mj table them and Eddy 
Sack\ille-West,apans} I didn’t know who was a friend of June’s & who was the only 
chap to offer a>contnbution towards the wine bill, Mr & Mrs Walston, Graham 
Greene & Gabnel She looked quite nice & ate quite cleanh I put your mother 
among the big shots She looked ^erj nice The dinner was quite good Frank made 
a rough, cheerful, sentimental speech Mr T S Eliot was % er\ dull but then he had 
been shanghaied into the thing believing that it was a small intimate affair Then 
Douglas [Woodruff] the funniest & most feliatous speech I have ev er heard from 
anjone That was a high spot Poor D’Arcj^’s replj was not good He told some 
footling funny stones & then fell into a rhapsodj of self-pity After that people 
simplj wouldn’t go, but hung about cadging dnnks while the waiters made off It 
was nearlj two before I reached my sleepless couch Yesterday I lunched with 
Graham Greene, Mrs Walston and Eddj Sack\nlle-West (who complained bitterly 
about ha\ mg had to sit next to Randolph the night before) Home on the 455 Four 
servants living in the house looking after no one and the w indows filthy The garden 
looking pretty homble The hedge in front incurably ragged — no fault of 
Workman’s, the grass blotchy & weedy, no Whisker, a pile of tedious American 
letters to answer Well it is better than London and soon I shall be healed 

My heart is with you Take care of yourself Golly Elwes sent you great love So 
did hundreds more whose names escape me 

Deepest love 
E 

'Ladj Dorothea Ashley-Coopcr (1907— ) Mamed Viscount Head in 1935 

^^Iia Ponsonb) (1902- ) Mamed to the Duke of Westminster 1930-4? an** 

Lindsaj m 1969 

’Virginu Gilhat mamed Sir Richard Sjkcs in 1942 

’Pnneess Nika \oune%ntch mamed to Edttard Hulton 1941-66 Both >tTOte books, he m^ned 
magazines mcludmg Picture Post and was knighted in i 957 


To Graham Greene 

{27 July 1950] 

Postcard 


Piers Court 


I returned to find vour very kind present of the Third Aian I shall read it with 
intense curiosity tho I dont expect to enjoy it as much as your real book, or the film 
Please don’t trv & get out of Brideshead I am sure y ou can make a fine film of it 
Don t think I shall be cantankerous I am cantankerous but not about that sort of 
thing — about cooking and theology and clothes and grammar and dogs 

E 
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To Laura Waugh Piers G)urt 

30 July [1950] 

Darling Laura 

Harriet and James were not able to give a very coherent account of your 
condition They seemed obsessed by the fact that Septimus enjoyed his bath They 
also commended Mrs Makey’s jelly making 

I miss you unendurably & go whistling about the house & fields never hearing an 
answer My health is a little, well much, better Yesterday I read Put out more Flags 
& thought It ver^i amusing Then Teresa telephoned to me from London to say she 
was safe I had not been anxious 

The Donaldsons came to dinner with me on Friday & before that I had gone to 
the Cinema - very unsteady on pins walking back on golf course - and that night I 
slept soundly so it was big day I make fierce sorties into the garden & fall back dizzy 
bleeding & sweaty after an hours work 

No other news Let me know if Auberon looks like going and I will come quick 
Or if you are going to Bndget 

All love 
E 


To THE Headmistress of St Mary’s Convent, Ascot Piers Court 
2 August 1950 

Dear Mother Ignatius, 

Thank you very much for your letter to my wife about Teresa I am very glad that 
you like the child, she certainly loves you all & shows much improvement since she 
went to you I am most grateful for all that you are doing 

Her sloth, I fear, may prove incorrigible for she has a very' bad heredity on both 
sides of her family It is largely for this reason that I lay such stress on the mechanics 
of charm 

Her chief fault at the moment seems to be an affectation of glibness and 
boisterousness which would not be offensive if they were genuine, but which are in 
her case I belie\e a forced denial of natural shyness I wish we could persuade her 
that charm lies in simpliaty, naturalness and gentleness In fact she should take her 
mother as a model rather than myself 

The letters which she writes weekly are very depraved compositions I wonder if 

It wou good plan to make her show them to her English instructress & to 

rewrite them if necessary before they are posted ? 

JHtr sister Margaret who, I hope, will be coming to you in a year or so is very 
prttttj, \ cry stupid, w ith abounding charm 

I am so glad that Scoop made you smile 


Yours sincerely, 
Evelyn Waugh 
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rr- XT X* Piers Court 

To Nancy Mitford 
3 August [1950] 

,ha. Lau« has a soa She ,s very well e, rhe baby rs s.<l ,0 be 
satisfaaorv It is named Michael Septimus I am not counting in jour o 
child to make this my se^enth We ha%e one who died in infancy How much 

‘qunerful’^ Seten I think, or was it nine^ 

I hope you enjoyed Edinburgh Betjeman, the silly ass, saj s ty thout 
that It IS the most beautiful aty in Europe It has some handsome aspects T 
Caledonian Hotel used to be excellent but I went there lectunng ^ ^ ® 
found that the State Railways ha% e painted all the beautiful mahogany doors apple- 

green Beasts ^ 

Was your obscene play well receiv ed ’ j r i p 

I am rather back m love with Debo She gave a party on the nv er and wore ialse e e 

lashes made of sort of Lulu brush bnstles stuck on crooked, an must saj my 

heart melted mUppAc 

How I hate the English summer, well any summer for t at matter 
e\ ery where «c children* insomnia Randolph is off to Korea luc j im 
1 had a bnef London season & enjoyed it in the e%enings wl^n t 
but oh the length of the days sitting m White’s or Hyde Park ote omo 
really lotely ball Everyone went round saying ‘What d’)ou sup^se its costing 
Vulgar yes rru I ruear, of rherrr ro asl no, of her ,o spend.. We she burlr a 
great palace for it I made Boots hire a tail coat and the first thing e 
arn\ed were Henry Bath and the Duke of Marlborough ot m inn , 

next night he went to Ann Rothermere’s in a dinner jac et t o it a i 

rather rudely wntten on the card He looked horrible too ecause g 

«as coxered ,n soup * lipstick Then 1 saw him going to the countrx dressed for bt 

"rhrj^;;r‘d"?r D-Xro Wd, cme . how he compla.ned of 

''"l magazine a, vvha, should I see bur a full P'S' 

Couturier followed by piaures of a disgusting church he has buil 

1 read with interest how the politest people m the world treated the Italian 

Wh\ no articles in Sunday Times' I look ex cry week and am 
disappointed 

Laura and 1 go to New York in Oct Do come too then ^ flushinc 

' Dcbo calls Ran [Lord Antrim] the laxatory chain because he 

I^otkind Loxcfroro 

Exclj n 

'Rudolph Churchill «as » correspondent »°r«hc Dddi John Mart.o.t ,n Died 

^Miudkahn djuchtcrofChtoKahn the Amcncan bmVet Marne J 

in njtro 
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To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

27 September [1950] 


Darling Nancy 

That was a most moving letter about Boots Oh dear I do hope he doesnt settle 
down with that drab All my friends seem to marry into the Forbes-Quennell white 
slave market and it is the end of all friendship Look at poor Randolph, peppered 
with Korean socialist shrapnel to get away from the tantrums of his tart ’ Why cant 
ones friends marry ttice girls ^ 

I go to London tomorrow to dispatch copies of Helena One will reach you soon 
Dont puzzle your pretty head with it It will be all Greek - or worse still English - to 
you But put It on a shelf & look at its back now& then & think kindly of me 

I wish you had accepted the Sunday Times invitation to write the caption for their 
picture I dont much mind the papers saying I am beastly, which is true, or that I 
write badly, which isn’t What enrages me is wrong facts They always are wrong in 
these knowing ‘profiles’ When they say I went to Cambridge or got the D S O or 
was converted to Catholicism by the war, I eat the carpet 

It has been a disgusting summer - continuous ram since early June and now ^ 
nothing to look forward to but winter I’ve had a succession of guests to keep me 
agitated but not amused The travel agents m America are routing all their Irish 
tourists via Fishguard now telling them to stop off a night at Stinkers on the way 
Well next week I take Laura to New York for a fortnight I originally planned the 
trip as a stimulant for her after childbirth but it is now I’who need it the more It is 
the most wonderful health resort in the world I look to it to revivify me In fact at 
the moment I am like a patient lying comatose waiting for the doctor to come round 
with his needle 

Osbert’s last volume^ is very heavy going One good sentence ‘Although I was 
already an eminent author, it is a curious fact that I experienced considerable 
difficulty at this time in getting anything published’ He is already in New York 
being brought to life 

I hope to go to Jerusalem for Christmas You can have no idea, living as you do in 
lively theatrical circles when you come here, ^ of the awful flat dreanness of England 
under Welfare 

There was a lady here the other day who knows all about the New York theatre 
She saw your play m Edinburgh & thought it bnlliant but impossible to get past 
American censors - not because of dirty language but of situauon 

opened my Times this morning to read a letter from Pnnee Bibesco^ saying how 
splendid Sybil was When did she die^* I have read mv paper daily cover to cover & 
seen nothing of it I saw practically nothing of her since she left Argyll House but I 
had a w arm grateful place for her at heart 

Tnm Oxford’s ife has become a great beauty, tell Honks It will annoy her and 

iTc triirfc •' 


Come to think of it Henry Yorke married 
Nothing 


a nice girl but 


It doesnt save us from 


Love from 
Evelyn 



SEPTEMBER 1950 JJ7 


'Churchill •ft-as wounded in the knee while crossing the Naktong n\er behind enemy lines 
^NobU Essatccs, the fifth and final %olume of Osbcrt Sitwell’s autobiographj 
^Nancj Mitford had been in Bntain tounng with The Lillie Hut 

’Pnncc Antoine Bibesco, first secretary at the Romanian Embassy He was ‘as handsome as a 
Roman com Rich in a then nch world, magicalh generous, gay but dipped in melanchoK’, according to 
ihcautobiographt of Enid Bagnold, 1969 
*Lady Colefax died aa September 1950 


To John Donaldson Piers Gjurt 

28 Sepf ember 1950 

Postcard 

Help urgently needed I am describing two musical chaps leatmg a string quartet 
concert (if such a thing exists, 1 think I’ye heard of it) One is cntical, the other 
appreciatite, both highly snobbish & technical Could you very kindly )Ot down for 
roe the sort of remark discussing the performance that each might make^ Not too 
fantastic Just straight cntics jargon It is not stated what was played 

E 


To Nancy Mitford P’crs Court 

[September 1950] 

Darling Nancy 

I went to Colefax’s Memonal Serxice Well attended but only by the old 
'Cryone looked exactly like Rose Macaulay None of the young bothered to come 
except LizCc Raimund who wore a carmine hat and yellow satin tie respectively 

^ busy' London day despatching Helenas, going to confession, seeing the 
oburn collection etc & later dropped into White’s to give a final bastmg to 
HUennell s goose (quite unnecessary, he is assured of 100% black-balling) Who 
s ould I see there but Boots, woolly-headed wild-eyed, costumed as an American 
^^^Icgeboy I said ‘I’\ebeen hearing about your spree’ He turned pale grey, eyes 
popped out, bps trembled, no sound I thought he had not heard so I said much 
ouder ‘I’ve heard about your spree’ Theninasortofpuppy'velphecned Most 
inaccurate I’m sure’ & bolted out of the house 
Db I do look forward to New York 
Don’t try & read Helena 

Love 

E 

^ dunk Warner kissed you once Yes' No^ 
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To Graham Greene 

[8 November 1950] 
Postcard 


Piers Court 


Thanks awfully for little fire engine > I agree >ou arc greatest no% elist of the centurj 
but am not absolutely suic I should recognise this from the dramatic intcnsit> of the 
story, as the blurb promises 

Come here quick I have some casiar 

E 


'Graham Greene, The Little Fire Engine (for children), 1950 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

9 November [1950] 

Darling Nancy 

Goose Of course I value your opinion above all others about most things But 
well no not about religion Your verdict on Mauriac’s article in the Month struck an 
icy stiletto into any hope I ever had that you could enjoy Helena And I genuinely 
didn’t want you to try because I knew it would be a bore to you It was love that 
prompted me to ward you off it Don’t even open it or cut a page, 1 implore 
Six people think it the most beautiful book they ever read and I am first ofthesix 
Otherwise they all say ‘What was the point 

The Admiralty, the War Office, the Secret Service, the Foreign Office have all 
tried to suppress Cooper’s book on ‘Heartbreak’ ^ But since it is being published in 
America the irreparable harm is done and they hav e grudgingly consented to let him 
keep his passport and his masonic apron 

Laura & I are greatly rejuvenated by our few weeks of luxury & make-believe in 
New York It is a great health resort and so cosmopolitan that you can be happy & 
busy & never meet an American 

Do you remember a cold, awkward, ambitious, socialist protege of Sy bil’s called 
Gladwyn Jebb ? ^ You should just see him now He is the idol of American girlhood 
the most sought-after television performer in the country They can do something 
to the face with that apparatus He looks like Sir Galahad There are ‘Jebb Circles’ 
in every college He gets 500 letters a day saying ‘Become an American, stand for 
President and we will vote for you’ They pursue him in the street & snip bits off his 
coat 

He has a stately home on Long Island where he entertains lavishly, lolling about 
like a Roman patrician and talking, I must say pretty dully, in a lisping fruity tone 
And my word he is enjoying it 

Poor Osbert [Sitwell] is a tottering corpse Edith is playing Lady Macbeth at the 
Museum of Modem Art on Nov i6th Glen way Westcotf* as Banquo, David 
Horner in a tartan dinner-jacket as MacDuff Lady Ribblesdale as the witches 
Cheapest seats £5 I wish I could be there„* 
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Sergeant Preston is as bald as an egg and % erj v\ ater)' eyed I suspect he drinks 
It was ver) much like being m Pans tratelling in the lie de France Verv slovenly, 
excellent cooking, hideous cheap decorations (Cunarders are hideous but xery solid 
& e\pensi\ e) The entire ship \\ as manned b> a great familj of identical multuplets 
Short, fat, bald chain-smokers -'Captain, pursers, stewards, sailors all 
indistinguishable 

I hope mj nest eggs arris e safely & remain safe 

It IS exating news that you arc composing another nos el You are clever to think 
of plots Do take care of the grammar and don’t introduce communist propaganda 
Isn’t It time jou dedicated a work to rae^ Or are s\e estranged 

Much los'e from 
Evelyn 

‘‘The indifferent reception giscn to what Eseijn beheicd to be b> far hts best book was the greatest 
disappointment of his whole literarj life as he told me and other fnends ’ Christopher S)kes, E^elyn 

fVoug/i 

Tlnff Cooper, Operation Heartbreak, 1950 An account of successful deception by the British who 
•ised a dead body to plant false information on the Germans during the war 

KJladwynJebbfigoo- ) Permanent Rcprcscnutisc of the United Kingdom to the United Nauons 

•950-4* He because a telesision star in the debates on Korea British Ambassador to France 1954-do 
Created Baron Gladwyn 1960 

'Glenwaj Westcon (1901- ) American poet and noselist He read Macbeth Among his 

publicaoons are Grandmothert, 1925, Apartment in Athens, 1945 
’^^Tien asked why she had chosen Lady Macbeth, Edith Sitwell replied, ‘Because she amuses me 
because the part suits my soice And because she was one of my ancestresses 


To John Betjeman 
9 No\ ember [1950] 


Piers Court 


C>earJohn ' ' 

Thanks awfully for your lener which I found waiting my return from New York 
1 am delighted that you liked Helena It is you & six or seven others whom I seek to 

please in wnting n u 

Credit for typography to a Wykehamist J MacDougail who sits in Bell s chair at 

Chapmans: Hall ,, 

Saints are simply souls in heasen^ Some few people have been so sensationa } 
holy m life that we know they went straight to heaven apd so put^em in the 
calendar We all have to become saints before we get to hea^ en at is w at 

purgatory- is for And each individual has his own peculiar form of sanctity which e 
•host achie\e or perish It is no good m> saying T wish I werehk^oan o ^ 

John of the Cross’ I can only be St Evelyn Waugh - after God Imows what 

^xpenences in purgatory 1. 1 r 

I liked Helena’s sanctity because it is in contrast to all that modems think ot as 
sanctity She wasn’t thrown to the lions, she wasn’t a contemplative, she w-am t poor 
& hungry, she didn’t look like an El Greco She just disco\ ered w hat it was God had 
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chosen for her to do and did it And she snubbed Aldous Huxicj uilh his perennial 
fog, bj going straight ro the essential phjsical historical fact of the redemption 
Do come here soon 

Lo^e from 
E\ cl\ n 

The only person who hasn’t thanked for Helena is ^our wife Biffhcr on the boko 
How well grounded in faith arc the people who spoke of‘Mj sainted Aunt’ 

I John Betjeman had v.nttcn ‘Whata v.ondcrfutbook//e/fnais Thtonlj thing that puwlcs me in 

the book IS the saintliness of Helena She doesn’t seem to be like a saint ’ 


To Louis Auchincloss' PlcrsCourt 

13 Nosember [1950] 

My Dear Auchincloss 

As I told you, I saved )Our book^ to read on the \ojagc home I found mj self 
restraint most repaying It requires* merits close attention 

I enjoyed it enormously* congratulate you with all my heart The conception of 
e\ery story is alarmingly matuic and most skilfully achicted It is hard to bcherc 
they are the work of a beginner I don’t like the title - it is not particular apt, it 
requires explanation (and a title should be immediately recognizable) and it is not 
easily memorable Apart from that, and your misuse of‘mutual’ (trickt word best 
left alone if you aren’t happy about its prease meaning) 1 hare no criticisms Only 
praise for the exact soaal sense* elegant expression* gratitude to Jack Picrrcpoint 
for telling me about it 

I hope, by the way, Jack is rcco\cring satisfactorily' 

It is so encouraging to find an Amencan rc\ citing to the high standards of James, 
Sturgis, Wharton, Pearsall Smith & disregarding the deep South & the New 
Yorker 

When you come to Europe, please come here 

Yours sincerely 
Er elyn Waugh 

'Louis Auchmcloss (1917- ) Lawjer and wntcr 

^The Injustice Collectors, 1950 


To Graham Greene Piers Court 

16 Nos ember [1950] 

Dear Graham 

Thanks awfully for wnting about//f/tnfl I hardly hoped you would like it lam 
ugely exhilarant to hear you do Most of the reviews I have seen ha\e been 
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peculiarly ofTensive I don’t believe this modem kind of chastisement is really 
salutary It is )ust hke being )ostled about in a crowd 

Is there any chance of seeing you before your cruafixion among the ants ^' I am 
here uninterruptedly until the end of January when I go levantmg with Chnsto- 
pher Sykes 

Mrs Luce thinks you do not understand Sartre 

Tonight Edith Sitwell plays Lady Macbeth at the New York Museum of Modern 
Art How I wish I could be there 

My younger children speak endlessly about your little fire engine Have you left 
the completed ms of‘The Point of Departure’^ behind you^ I look forward to it 
feverishly 

Yours affectionately 
Evelyn 

‘Cdii Coplestone was ‘crucified \crj near an ant-hill’ in The Cocktail Party b\ T S Eliot, 1949 

Greene has no recollection of c\ er using such a title The End oj the A^air was his next noi el 


To Maurice Bowra Piers Court 

November [1950] 

Dear Maurice 

I Was delighted to find your letter awaiting me on my return from New York 
Of course you are quite right about the Wandering Jew ' but to hav e introduced a 
character of tragedy and mysterious tragedy at that into that stage of the storj would 
ave been all wrrong'so I had to make a mere shadow of him and so spoil the real 
I ought to have thought of some quite other way of getting Helena on the 

scent 

The Incarnation is no use without the Cross and vice versa Ever)one in the 4th 
wntury seems to have been concerned only w’lth the Incarnation, except Helena 
at IS why in her way she is as important as Athanasius a 

Ronnie Knox has now published his magnum opus Enthustusm I expect you 
ha\ e It Don’t you think it is exactly the kind of work that ought to be rew arded w ith 
an honorary doctorate' I believe he w'ould rejoice in it and I think he would be more 
t^cdit to the University than the Egyptian Minister of Education Do push it 
through 

Please come here if it eversuitsvour convenience!'] It would be a great joy to us 

Yours ever 
Ev clyn 


Bowra had wnitcn ‘Noram Iquitchappj abouttheWandennpJcw’MrcaimcnlofOurLord Surriv 

h's face and his punishment is to lis c w iih hts own hard heart untd forpix cncss comes to him 
sh Hts doom IS that he cannot save himself SureU a tembic and most important stors which 

^ “"Hnni be watered down he is more formidable than a mere Jewish tradesman ’ 

I Athanasius (205-373) Bishop of Alexandria, opposed Ananism 
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To Ronald Knox Piers Court 

i8 November [1950] 

Dear Ronnie, 

The Press have sent Enthusiasm I cant part with it I am so proud of that 
dedication that I must have a copy in every room I feel that if I send a cheque you 
might destroy it May I without indelicacy send cash ? 

I couldnt tell you in the amazement of discovery, and I can’t tell you now, how 
much that dedication means to me I am sure that you must have chosen me as being 
the fnend who would be most elated If you had put my name in a pamphlet or a 
detective story I should have been transfigured with pride But in your magnum opus 
- It IS too much 

Thirty years m the making - twice as long as the time since I first met you I think 
I was already a fan of yours thirty years ago for I remember my father’s delight 
when ‘Reunion all round’* appeared He read it aloud and I was dazzled as I have 
been ever since That must have been 1920^ It wasnt I think until you wrote to 
discourage me from publishing a pamphlet about Oldmeadow that I saw beyond the 
Max Beerbohm brilliance and the fire works became real illumination Since then 
every word you have written and spoken has been pure light to me 

Well, thanks awfully, 

Evelyn 

' This pasquinade in the manner of Swift was written in four days at Eastertide 1914 It satirized the 
impulse prevalent among certain Anglicans to sink doctnnal differences with the Nonconformist sects in 
the interest of Christian good fellowship ’ Evelyn Waugh, Ronald Knox, 1959 


To Nancy Mitford 
[December’ 1950] 

Darling Nancy 

There is I believe no doubt that Boots has married * The ev^idence is 
conclusiv e tho it is not known whether he gave her a ring A Mrs Hulton gav'C him a 
wedding breakfast After the first course Boots had a seizure, fell off his chair 
frothing & gasping, was earned straight to a waiting van & whisked off to Tnng 
where he spent the first fortnight of married life in a padded cell being starved and 
hosed and worse He is now back in London enjoying a precanous tenancy of 
utro s at in Curzon Street Their total capital is £5 which Hulton gave him for 
lips at ring and he kept, two sacks of sugar and a cottage in Kent Boots makes 

it & giv c him the money to go abroad with and 
t at s es a ui on a ball room He wntes daily to Lys begging to see her & saying 
how vv retched he is, but she is adamant This last titbit from Patnek Balfour who 
s aved here last week The rest from my man Sykes and Mrs R S Churchill 
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I long to read your no\ el & cntiaze tho whats the good you never take my advice 
My dates are - lea\ e London-Pans Jan 20th return probably via Pans about end of 
March So if I can be of any use, tell me I dont think it would be advisable to risk 
your manuscnpt in the souks of Aleppo I think you ought to de\ise some funny 
characters You still have the delicious gift of seeing people as funny which I lost 
somewhere in the highlands of Scotland area 1943 
Very sorry about G )1 being scalped & blinded ^ Was it Gen Moch ^ 

What are your plans for the next war ^ Do come here only please dont be patnotic 
again 

Sad about Duke of Devonshire ^ They might have known it was madness to let 
him chop wood until the death duties were safe To read the obituanes in The Times 
you would think that a composite character part Great Duke of Wellington, part 
Salisbury, part Talleyrand, part Bron Lucas, ^ had left us, mstead of that testy 
alcoholic we knew 

Randolph is in a bad way 

Now I will say happy happy Chnstmas No presents for anj one this year on 
account of the handsome Helena^ I gave quite lately Do you think that will wash ^ 
You spoiled all my efforts to cheer Honks by telling her you instigated them 
[incomplete] 

‘Barbara Skelton 

*Nancy Milford had wntten ‘Col [Palewsla] had a homd moior-acadent and nearly lost an eye and 
was scalped All nght now but it was dreadful at the time ’ 

‘The tenth Duke died suddenly at the age of fifty-fi\c. 

■•Lord Lucas (1876-1916) He made a flight over the German lines and did not return 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

6 January 1950 [1951] 

Dearest Nancy 

No I dont remember the old school chum you mention If he is a genuine 
Lanang boy he has a hot potato in the mouth We all caught it from imitation of a 
master called Roxburgh whom we greatly re\ered Dnberg exemplifies it in a 
marked degree Pretty little Ah Forbes caught it at Stowe‘ where Mr Roxburgh 
migrated Anyway, genuine or spunous, he would be a great pleasure to me I 
haven’t many admirers left nowadays Sykes tells me he has engaged a motor car in 
which he proposes to dnve me about Pans surveying the habits of the people 
between the train from London & the train to Rome < 3 ould we not pick you up 8c 
take you to tea with this decent sounding fellow^ 

I have felt so very feeble in recent weeks that at last I called in a doctor who took 
my blood-pressure8c pronounced it the lowest cv er recorded - m faa the pressure of 
a 6 months foetus In an access of sudden hope I said ‘Docs that mean I shall die 
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quite soon ’ ‘No It means }ou ^^lll luc absolutth for ever in deeper & deeper 
melancholy’ 

The great news of the New Year is, of course, Maurice’s elevation to the 
Equestrian Order ^ We are buying him a horse & spurs As you would expect he 
takes the subiect with dcadlv seriousness ‘Many of my pupils are now in the key 
positions No doubt they wished to show their loyalty I prefer knighthood to the 
OM ’ 

It IS really very odd as he has done nothing to deserve it except be head of the 
worst College at Oxford and publish a few books no one has ever read My own 
explanation is that it was part of a secret treaty made in Washingon between Mr 
Attlee & Judge Frankfurter^ but as you don’t know the Amencan scene you wont 
see the point of that Speculation is nfe 

Anyway he takes mockery in poor part 

Ann Rothermcrc, silly goose, has taken up [Barbara Skelton]^ and asked eight 
people to meet her at cocktails twenty two of whom came 

Did you hear about Philip Hardwickc* & Philip Dunn’s opening meet' These 
two buffoons arc Joint Masters^' of a pack of hounds in the pansy country, insist on 
hunting the hounds themselves &. quarrel of course funously The opening meet was 
at their best subscriber’s house, they all sat about having dnnks & wrangling who 
was going to hunt until P Hardwicke claimed Precedence from rank & decided to 
move off No hound was m sight Tremendous trumpctings & gallopings about, 
then sinister sounds from the farm quarters where they vvere at length found in the 
pig sty devouring a sow with all her litter 

Best love 
Ev cly n 

'No, Alistair Forbes was at Winchester 

^Maunce Bowra, Warden ofWadham since 1938, had rcccited a knighthood 
’(1882-1965) A liberal judge of the Supreme Court of the United States 1939-62 
■•Ciril Connollj’s second wife 
’Earl of Hardwicke 
’Of the Tedworth Hunt 


To Christopher Sykes Piers Court 

Panuary 1951 p 

Postcard 

I know what it is you want to stay where you can have women in your rooms you 
filthy beast well you wont not with me see we are going somewhere respectable with 
no goings on except a game of cards with a crook or maybe a bit of buggery but no 
filthiness with women while I am around please make up your mind to that ’ 

'Sykes and Waugh went to Israel, Jordan, Syria and Turkey Randolph Churchill bought this card 
from Chnstopher Sykes 
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To Laura Waugh Jerusalem m the Kingdom of Jordan 

[7 February 1951] 

Darling Laura, 

Last Fndaj the consul took us across the no-mans-land into the Kingdom of 
Jordan We arc in a solid, simple Arab hotel and the food is delicious compared \Mth 
t\hat ’nc ^\cre gnen m Israel 1 ha\c had no return of lassitude We are both ncll, 
busj, happj 

It IS \cr) nice to be among people \\ho almost all wear full fancy dress The 
Go\ernor of the at\ has taken a great fancy to mc& keeps filling mj pockets with 
ciprs Chnstopher fell in lo\c with a lady called Mrs Wilson' in Telayiy She came 
to Jerusalem (Jordan) for the yy cck end to get her daughter christened - no church in 
Telayiy ofanj creed We sayy a lot of her We yycrc dining on Saturda) with a little 
English party in the onlj restaurant yyhen the Goyemor yyho loyes me said ‘You 
must all come downstairs and hear the Lutheran Archpnest plaj the banjo’ So 
downyycy\cnt8c found a ifQ-peculiar part} ofallnations I suppose the kind of party 
Auberon [Herbert] delights to gisc The Goyernor exerased his authority and had 
the place closed so that no one could sec him get tight & started opening bottles of 
champagnes: filling eyctyones pockets yyith cigars yvhile a nazi la} preacher played 
the guitar and sang English folk-songs 

Then (at a later part} at Ginsul Generals) I took umbrage because 1 thought the 
newl} appointed Arab Gustos did not treat me yyith the respect I descryed so the 
Goyernor made him apologise & he said (a) he ysas deaf (b) drunk (c) did not talk 
French y\ell (d) had such a pain in his great toe on the occasion that he had been 
obliged to bu} a neyy pair of boots next da} So I forgaye him & he promised me a 
cop} of his edict of appointment in pure gold but that has not }et armed 

I sent off a parcel of tnnkets for the children from Bethlehem but I daresay it yyall 
take man} months in reaching them 

Tonight yye plan to keep y igil in the Sepulchre yvhich should be an expenence to 
remember & boast about 

Chnstopher is being a Jatrly good jagger He is a little bit over-exated about the 
possibility of his yvnting an article himself and so is fretting to go to Turkey ^ 

Both Jerusalems are full of huge cars fl}ing UNO flags yvhile both countnes 
starye Here there are half a million absolutely destitute & hopeless Arab refugees 
from Israel Israel, starving & houseless, is importing 25,000 Jews a month from 
Mesopotamia, Abyssinia, the Yemen, everywhere Neither side has any housing & 
both carefully demolish whole villages where enemies have lived All are stark mad 
& beastly & dev oid of truth It is so bonng to be the target for endless propaganda all 
mutually contradictory 

All love 
E 

^Shirlej Hams mamed in 1948 John Wilson who later succeeded as Lord Moran ChnstopherSjl.es 
v-ntes *We both rather fell for her an exaggeration ’ 

^Both of them were commissioned by Life, Waugh on The Holy Places, Sj Ves on Turkey 
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To Graham Greene Pjcn Court 

17 March [1951] 

Deal Graham, 

Where arc jou' 

I am just back from the Lc\ant & find The Lost Childhood^ awaiting me TTiank 
\ou \cr> much indeed for sending it Almost all the cssajs arc quite new to mc& 1 
am reading them with close attention The studicsof{Hcnr)] James seem to me the 
best I c%cr read on the subject 

Of course I don’t often agree with jou I can nc\cr hope to do that this side of 
death As a fellow crank I take umbrage at your treatment of Gill * ‘An artist not of 
the first rank ’ Surclj it is first rate to disciplinc& perfea a single aptitude howeter 
unassuming^ Your praise of Lawrence^ sickens me Do jou sometimes confuse 
‘genius’ & ‘artist’ as terms' 

I go to that centre of Sadism, Downside, for Hol> Week I suppose I cannot hope 
to find you there too' 

Yours c\cr 
Es cl) n 

I have just read Marcel More on The Heart of the Matter* Excellent Yes^ No’ 

'Graham Greene, The Lost Childhood and other Eisayt, 1951 

^Enc Gill (1882-1940) Sculptor, engraver and wntcr Became a Roman Catholic in 1913 
^Greene replied, ‘I am puzzled bj jour reference to mj praise of Lawrence as I don’t IiLe the man 
much It alwajs seems to me Lawrence was ruined as an artist bj his genius ’ 

’In Dteu Vreant 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

25 March [1951] 

Dearest Nancy 

I he Blessing is admirable, deliciously funny, consistent & complete, b) far the 
best of your writings, I do congratulate you with all my heart & thank you for the 
dedication 

The childrens ball and the visit to Eton are particularly bnlliant passages I didn’t 
at first see the point of the burglar inadent but that became clear at the end I 
confess I wished the children to be viaonous and should have liked the happy end 
m e the fathers iinpnsonment but I see that something softer was necessary for the 

3ct of betrayal, when the father comes to England to 
^ ^ bnlhantly executed Nanny throughout is first class — never 

ovwdone The whole sustained mood of levity is beyond praise 

ow oroneortwocritiasms The Captain doesn’t nng true to me EdStanley& 
ots on t mix The harem is oriental and can only be maintained by flabby, 
pen ent naen Not brisk men of action The crew is wonderfully described Could 
you not keep them just as they are but soften & fatten the Captain ’ And I think it is a 
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pitj' to bnng in Lutle Lord Fauntlcroj in the opcn[’] It is plain ^to the sharp 
reader that that is the plot You might make it a little more ob\ lous for the less sharp 
b\ making him suggest lace collar & \cl\ct suit as the costume But lca\c the actual 
name of the book to the last line of the chapter 

2) Dexter is so richlj funnj as he stands that it seems a pity to make him a sham 
Couldn’t he be arrested for homosexuality or embezzlement of Marshall Aid ^ 

3) Captain again Should he not alienate Sigismund’s affection by something 
more than a momentary fit of bad temper' The exposure of Hughie at Eton exposed 
a real awfulncss in his character Couldn’t you strike deeper into Ed Spain & make 
Sigismund detest a real sccondrateness' 

4) The grammar is much better ‘Nobody’ is singular p 328 1 45 

But these arc niggling little complaints just put in to show I’ve read esery 
word t\uh rapt attention 

The punctuation & misprints you Mill see for yourself Scseral French proper 
names ha\c gone Mrong in the typing I M^ll return the ms by ordinary post It is not 
marked because there was nothing to mark except what I has e mentioned above It 
IS a most accomplished work But do please think a bit about Capt & Dexter 
I notice that you ha\e no idea of the pnsations of modem English life It shows 
how your friends lose & fear you that they make a shoM for your rare visits In fact 
vte arc penshing with malnutrition & boredom 
Oh by the May Bollinger c\en non-vmtage is a good wine I think you should 
substitute Ayala or Lanson 

More congratulations And more deep losing thanks for the dedication 1 am 
immensely proud of it & of you 

Lose 

Evelyn 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

31 March [1951] 

Darling Nancy 

Now none of this No complaints about headaches Resision is just as important 
as any other part of writing and must be done con amore 

I don’t think H Hamilton is nght about Sigismund’s telephone technique The 
child constantly vanes in age from 5 to 25 and that is a fantasy which the intelligent 
reader will accept (It is much odder that he should drise motor cars at high speed ) 
But I think It might be tactful to insinuate somewhere a reference to his powers of 
mimicry 

Dexter Funk is a bad counsellor in art The audacity always Bur I understand 
your fears 

Capt No, he wont do as he stands That breezy, pushful fellow would have had 
no reluctance in embracing his heiress Besides he is common and you arent at your 
best dealing with common people If you wont fatten & soften him because of your 
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tenderness towards S Boots (who I think since his marnage deserves no 
consideration) you should try him as languid & feeble-a sort ofDavid-Cccil-Eddie- 
West As he stands he wont wash Only feeble men inspire that sort of Crew 
worship 

Fauntleroy If people are so dull they must just lose a joke Make Capt, when he is 
talking about the scenery, say ‘Dress him in a velvet suit with a lace collar ’ Even, if 
you must, ‘I am sure I have seen a period drawing of something of the sort 
somew'here ’ 

You must work hard at this revision despite headaches 

Love 

E 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

8 April [1951] 

Darling Nancy 

Oh dear how awful about the stamps My man didn’t know He does now But 
what I must have cost you in the past I am sorry How odd the post office is Why is 
It more expensive to write to Pans than San Franasco ? 

I am afraid I must hav e wntten far more sharply than I meant It was your saying 
you had a headache from correcting & I feared you would think only of French 
accents & neglect the plot Of course you are the final & only judge about that And 
It s excellent as it stands And it is just officiousness & bossiness that prompts half the 
suggestions Writers are the worst advisers because they cant help thinking how 
they would have written it themselves Constant readers are the thing I met Pam 
Berry who was full of admiration but also full of keys to explain who ev'eryone was 
which I always find an infuriating sort of appreaation, don’t you ? 

Mrs Friese-Greene is mad to read it and as you suggested sending it to Heywood 
Hill as one way of disposal I shall do that unless I get a cable saying Send it Pans at 
once You should have seen the genuine schoolgirl delight on every face (even 
^rporal’s’) i^hen I brought them the news that you had written a masterpiece 
C>nl was less pissed ‘Yes’he said‘Yes She keeps at ,t I suppose she is constantly 
tern e j t e t o^Sht of poverty in old age ’ Goodness he is ternfied and nghtly so 
} pov erty in mi e age He is in great troubles Absolutely hates his wife whom he 
tL ^ 1^ f ^ r°i, Place (telephone cut off for non payment & water too by 

ifih m oynbee, whom he absolutely hates because he has a steady 

L^^I ~ ^ juvenile Amencan typist - and Mr Somebody^ 

TnnlVnH\K " Mr Hulton sent him first to 

nor n ^ Islands & he is being sued by the Ministry^ of Health for 

a s\ mhnli 5 ^ insurance card and he thinks he is being guided by Fate to 

Altoccrhor J said how d’you mean symbolic but he couldn’t explain 

in poor s ape Lys has been adopted by Alice Obolensky^ and given a 
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suite at the Sr Regis (2nd best hotel in New York) That makes it much A\orse f( 
him 

E\cr)onc I met in London was in debt & despair & either much too fat or muc 
too thin Except I must sa} Pam [Berr)'] who is a sort of booster for paganism & Pai 
Churchill who isa \erj tastj morsel 

Poor Randolph is in hospital again with his little unhealed wound No sign ( 
June at the bedside His legal A. finanaal difficulties arc huge I must say I lead a 
aw full} dull life here but w hen I see the altcmati\c I am consoled 

Boots said ‘I am going to become a waiter at a fashionable restaurant so as 1 
humiliate & reproach m> friends for their ingratitude ’ He saw a worried look, 
supposeonmj faces, said ‘Ah,Isccnow I hate touched c\en your cold heart ’So 
said ‘Well no Cjnl it isn’t quite that 1 was thinking of jour finger-nails in tl 
soup ’ 

Frank Pakenham asked me for the night to his new countrj home in the suburbs 
He sent a great go^emment car formes I settled down toacomfonablednie whe 
w hat should happen but 1 w as deposited at Cannon Street Station to queue for a or 
class train 


Lose from 
E 

'Hejwood HiU 

T^ranccs Smith numed Philip To> nbee in 1950 

^Robert Kec, who MS mamed to Janetta \Vool!e> in !9i)8, andtoQuihiaJudahin i960 
‘Alice Astor mamed Serge Obolenslj in 1924, 

’Bemhurst, an cightecnth-ccnturj house with thirtj acres in Sussex 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Coun 

16 May [1951] 

Dearest Nancy 

All my heart goes out to the gallant Colonel in his lone struggle to salvage th^ 
French from themseU es 

How \erj'interesting about Jonathan News to me Which Miss Wyndham^ 
Not I hope Dick’s daughter In any case she is bound to be a relation of H Yorke’s* 
that IS not a thing to go into hght-heartedij He was here for a \ ery long week-end 
In London, where e\ ery one is seed}', he did not appear notable Here in the countr 
he looked ghastly Very long black dirty hair, one brow'n tooth, pallid puffy face 
trembling hands, stone deaf, smoking continuously throughout meals, picking u{ 
books m the middle of con\ersations & falling into maniac giggles, dnnking a lot o 
raw spirits, hating the country & er erything good If you mention Forthampton ^ tt 
him he shies with embarrassment as busmess people used to do if their businesse; 
were menuoned 

Poor Dig \ ery cowardly, quite belj mg her great moustaches, gentle, lost She ha: 
picked up a whole proletanan argot which she employs with an exquisitely ladylikt 
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manner I really think Henry will be locked up soon Dig’s brother is locked up 
already It is a poor look out for their wretched son 

I w ill soon send you a catalogue of ioo best books I was to broadcast against them 
but the BBC think my comments in very bad taste ha ha 

By the way if you come to England don’t wear your new spectacles Word has got 
round how you obtained them Popular fury rages They would be torn off your 
nose & stamped into the carpet This is the review Mrs Hammersley^ thought 
offensive 

Love 

E 

Will start cabling as soon as I know plans for toui 

'Ingnd Wyndham, daughrer of Richard and a cousin of Henry Yorlc’s, was mamed to Jonathan 
Guinness 1951-63 

^Henry Yorke’s family home 

Wiolet Hammerslcy, a friend of Nancy Mitford’s, lost her husband and her money and retired to the 
Isle of Wight ‘Slight and dark with an olive complexion she had cavernous black ejes over high 
cheekbones and an expression of sad resignation illumined by Mona Lisa smiles ’ Harold Aaon, Nancy 
Mujord, 1975 


To Graham Greene Piers Court 

[21 May 1951] 

Postcard 

I greatly admire The End of the Affair and when I have read it a second time will * 
say so at length for Fr Caraman ^ 

While proof corrections are still possible is not ‘cornice’ p 186 a slip for some 
other word — buttress perhaps' 

And p 206 Could one speak of a ‘man’ as an ‘abortion’ ? 2 
Don’t please bother to answer 

E 

’Waugh reviewed The End of the AJjatr in The Month September 1951 and also in Commonweal 
August 1951 

TTie sentence on page 186 now reads, ‘His nose ran down his face like a buttress’, ‘abonion’ remains 


To Lady Mary Lygon - ' P,ers Court 

Corpus Chnsti [May] 1951 


Darling Blondtc 

ii' ^ point of writing to you when your kind & interesting letter arrived I 
ishcd to repon m the grav est terms the behaviour of the B Y Yorkes who visited 
me at Whitsun 

came to London last week for a night but I did not go near your house 



JUNE 1951 351 


because I was disgustmgl} drunk all the tunc and 1 did not want jou, whose girlish 
ejes saw me in ms fine prime, to see me in such a condition 

I got to m3 tram d d and it was the Cheltenham Flier full of respectable 
stockbrokers who hunt with the D of Beaufort and I walked down the train picking 
up all the mens hats & looking inside and sasing ‘People w ho go to such bad hatters 
shouldn’t travel first class’ So I am ashamed to meet an\ neighbours now 
H "korkc would not pec in the garden for fear of catching cold in his kok 
I think Swedish Countess was a Sapphist' 

Here arc pictures of little Laura and her children and m3 spiritual director 
On Monda3 1 go to Moptc Carlo and when I break the bank I w ill 533 ‘that is for 
being Dutch to Blondic’ 

Randolph is 40 on Sat Cherish him His life is a sad pilgnmage How happ3 he 
would be if 3 ou had accepted his hand Saddest w ords of t(onguc] or plcn] It might 
ha\ c been 

xxxxx 

Bo 

I sav arc 30U following the Rev Box and the Free Masons' 


To Laura Waugh Hotel du Chateau, 

[June 1951] Rue Connetable, 

Chantill3, Oise, 
France 

Darling 

Yesterday I spent jcading all my war dianesA recapturing the atmosphere of 
those da3s Toda3 I began w riting & it came cas3 ' 

This hotel is modest No hot water or pillow case Veiy simple digestible 
food Veiy quietfc shad3 In fact just what was wanted 
Tremendous thunder-storm last night 

All lov e 
E 

'Waugh as beginning Aloiai^rmj, 1952 


To Laura Waugh Chateau de St Firmm, 

ss Peter and Paul [29 June 1951] Vmeuil, Oise 

Foul Whiskers 

No letter from you Why not ^ 

My book has not gone ver3 well in the last few days I think it is because I am 
trying a new method of writing w hich does not work for me I hate leaving a trail of 
unfitushed shabby work behind me so I have decided to revert to my old habit of 
writing each page finally & completely I will rewnte all I have done & then report 
progress 
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Your enchanting cousin Virginia Charteris’ was here & your dreary cousin 
Lady Went} ss ^ 

I miss your sw'eet company 

All lo^e 
E 

'Virginia Forbes Adam (1922- ) Mamed in 1948 the no\elist Hugo Chartens, brother of Lad) 

Rothermere (later Mrs Ian Fleming) 

"Mavis Murra) mamed in 1940 the Earl of Wem>ss 


To Tom Driberg Piers Court 

21 July [1951] 

My Dear Tom 

Now I am home & can send you a little wedding present 

Nancy tt I gloated over the photographs of jour wedding * We did not like the 
expression ‘When the champagne ran out ’ in the Sunday Express 

What appalled me in your broadcast was that neither you or Randolph (both 
gluttons) ga\ e any sign of recognition that food can & should be a source of delight 
As for ‘nutrition’ - that is all balls Some people can be fully nourished on nuts like 
Shaw, others need caviar like ourselves The onlj test of‘nutntion’, I suppose, is the 
amount of work the fuel produces I don’t see any sign that the lower classes work 
harder 

I can understand (tho of course I deplore) that politicians may think it makes 
them popular to restrict the import of exotic delicacies — Havana cigars etc What is 
so disgraceful is that under jour government (and Churchill’s) the simple staples of 
the poor - kippers, beer, bread, cheese, sausages etc - have detenorated in quality 

The article on the Festival confirms all mj fears 

I am sorry that the Re\ W Bond^ did not sing your nuptial mass Is he dead' 

Yours ever 
E\ elyn 

’T*o Mrs Ena Binbcld Not mentioned in his autobiograph) 

"Of Lanang 


To Graham Greene 
18 August 1951 


Piers Court 


Dear Graham, 

Thank sou very much indeed for the copy of The End of the Affair, which 
rac c me to av * know'if Caraman showed you the review I wrote for him 

. ^ stiff expression to the serj warm admiration I have for the book I 

hope It has a huge success I am sure it wnll 
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Laura takes m) children awaj at the end of next wcck& I shall be alone here ft 
nearh a month Is there any hope of haxing \ou for a visit (if with Cathenr 
[Walston], better still) to cheer me up 1 am \snting an interminable novel aboi 
army life, obsessed by memoncs of military dialogue I was greatly encouraged, b 
the way, to read that Bendnx thinks looo words a good day’s work I used to wril 
30008c can still sometimes do 1200 But I suspect Bendnx wntes better than I 
In Amenca when a man is oidaincd pnest he gets a proposal from an insurant 
company that he should take out a policy against being unfrocked This apparentl 
is true Ronnie Knox suggests it as a plot for you - a pnest of such charity that h 
simulates sm in order to help the destitute 
Do come if y ou can bear the thought 

Yours ev er 
Evelyn 


To Graham Greene Piers Cour 

at August [ 1951] 

Dear Graham 

You will be most welcome But I must warn you of cenain discomforts Dnn 
will be abundant, but food not so good My cook goes on holiday and a \illag 
woman takes her place It you can Ine on scrambled eggs you will not starve but 
fear you will pine for cosmopolitan dishes 

Motor-car Canyoudme^l can’t There will be a decrepit vehicle at our disposa 
but we may hav e to walk whenever we want to buy a postage-stamp 

Butler Gone sick yesterday All my comforts 8c yours depend on him He seem 
set for a long penod in bed 

This is said to suggest that the visit may be uncomfortable for you To me 1 
would be pure delight as 1 have to endure these sufferings in any case 8c you 
presence w ill mitigate them If you can face it, please come 

I wear a dinner-jacket in the ev enings but there is not the smallest reason why yoi 
should do so, if like Henry Yorke you disapprove of such simple garments 

There would be a sitting room for your exclusive use for wnting, a bath, a bed 
Can’t promise constant hot water as the boiler is one of the things my sick butle 
works Plenty of coke if you know about fuelling 
It will be Swiss Family Robinson Life 

Connolly has many injunes to revenge ’ I can’t blame him if he takes th( 
opportunity, tho I may have to horse whip him on the steps of his club 
If you can dnve the motor car we will call on Knox at Mells 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

Cathenne of course welcome but warn her of Swiss Family Robinsor 
Life 

'ConnoUj hid been commissioned to wnte a profile of Waugh for Time 
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To Nancy Mitford Pjers G)urt 

St Bartholomew’s Day [24 August] 1951 

Darling Nancy 

Today is a glonous anniversary in the sad history of your adopted country I hope 
you are keeping it with solemnity & splendour 

I ought to have wntten before but it has been a dull time for me - none of those 
events which make me think ‘1 must write & tell Nancy that’ I have been at home 
all the time pegging away at my novel & assoaatmg with my children whose 
interests I do not share - chemical experiments, pony clubs, autograph collections 
Mr Battersby the Master of Chantilly* came to stay He is doing a panel for me I 
quite liked him An Amencan Professor of Creative Writing also came He wore a 
white dinner jacket with an artifiaal carnation in the button-hole Now Laura is 
taking the three elder children to Italy and I am having a senes of male guests - 
Sykes, Pakenham, G Greene etc but the cook is on holiday & my man-servant, on 
whom 1 depend for my few comforts, has taken to his bed, so these guests will have 
poor entertainment 

I have had a lot of your reviews as they mostly seem to put my name in, and the 
press-cutting agent sends them to me (at 3d a time) I am glad you don’t take them 
senously Reviewers are lazy brutes & hate having to think They want to say ‘Here 
IS another Mitford, sparkling & irresponsible in her own inimitable way’ They can’t 
bear to see a wnter grow up They have no influence at all Everyone I know 
delights in The Blessing and I am constantly buoyed up with pnde at the 
dedication 

Yes, It IS true that the Sykeses have destroyed David Herberts pretty house,^ 
which The Times newspaper desenbed as ‘an ornate bungalow’ 

I did not attend Jonathan’s wedding It would have been very expensive in car 
hire and present so I took advantage of his failure to write to me, and kept away But 
I wish the young people well 

I came back from France so corpulent that I could not button any of my clothes 
and as it would cost about to get a new lot, I took a gruesome course of Dr 
Goller’s diet so that in two weeks I shrank to the thickness of Eddy West I am now 
swelling gently 

My poverty is very irksome I notice I have mentioned it twice already It is often 
in my mind It is sad to have been poor all the time one was allowed to be rich, and 
now one is nch it is against the law I am sued for 3000 dollars which an Amencan 
editor once gave me for a story I never wrote There is no legal means of repaying 
him, as I w illingly would, so I must go to pnson soon I shall write to Lady Mosley 
for ad\ ice about what to take 

M) novel is unreadable & endless Nothing but tippling in officers’ messes and 
dnUmg on barrack squares No demon sex No blood or thunder 
You should now wntc a shameless & complete autobiography 

All love 
Evelyn 
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Twent} >ears or so ago Sachie [Sitwdl] gave Robert [Byron] & Tony Powell fi 
Harold Acton & me and a few other fnends free tickets for a revolting ballet callei 
Mercure Last week he WTOtc in the Sunday Times that he saved Diaghilcv from run 
by introduang a claque chosen for their ‘wild & fantastic appearance’ How ! 
remember oiling my hair & knotting my little white tie for the occasion And how ' 
hated Mercure I think we gave a few perfunaory claps out of politeness to our host 
Love to Col He v ery kindly w rote to me about bare bosoms but I did a Jonathai 
& failed to answ’er Please try & make him try' to forgive me 
'Martin Battersbv A painter, particularlj of/rcm/if/’ofi/ He did some murals for Ladj Diana Coopci 
at ChantiUj which she transported to London 

^In Wilton Part The 6 re was caused bj dcfcctitc mnng 


To Catherine Walston Piers Coun 

25 August [1951] 

Dear Cathenne 

Of course I wont tell Graham you wrote, but thank you for doing so 
I met you first as a friend of Graham’s but I hope I can now look on you as a 
fnend in my own right I shall love you to come if you can bear the discomforts Ii 
W'llI not e\cn be Swiss Family Robinson - enough servants to keep us behind the 
baize curtain, not enough to do the things we could easily do for ourselves if they 
would let us Laura will be very jealous that she has missed you 

Please believe that I am far too depresseti by my own odious, if unromantic, sins 
to have any concern for other people’s For me, it w ould be a delight to welcome you 
here 

But when you say Graham is sometimes happier without you, that is another 
matter You know & I don’t I did detect in his letters a hint that he looked forward 
to a spell of solitude Only you can deade whether that mood is likely to persist If 
you think it a bad time, come later when Laura is home Anyway please come sooner 
or later 


Yours affectionately 
Evelyn 

My socialist neighbours the Donaldsons tell me you live in great magnificence w'lth 
a domestic chaplain, butlers in black coats and groaning tables of delicatessen My 
conscrv ativ e newspaper tells me you hav e got away w rth wads of public money & are 
starting to grow ground nuts in Cambridge But, dear Cathenne, I don’t listen to 
gossip about you 
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To Nancy Mitford 
September [1951] 

Darling Nancy 

There is a first class French Catholic Encyclopaedia called I think the Apologetic 
Dictionary in numerous volumes ^ You must keep it at your bedside and consult it 
rather than poor wayward Col six times a day It will save you from howlers But I 
am afraid it can nev er make you understand anything supernatural The fact that you 
can wnte of G Greene’s heroine that ‘subconsciously she had something’ is 
evidence of worse than defeaive education 

The habits of G Greene’s characters are precisely and in every detail identical 
with those of the Bnght Young Yorkes 

G Greene behaved well & dressed for dinner every night Mrs Walston had never 
seen him in a dinner jacket before and was enchanted and will make him wear one 
always G Greene spent his days patrolling the built up areas round Dursley noting 
the numbers of motor-cars He takes omens from them 

Not that I would boast but -1 put those words into B Howard’s mouth ten years 
ago in a book about him called Put Out More Flags 

Interesting slice of English life Ever since marriage we have had a piano in the 
drawing-room which no one ever plays, and a man has come on a bicycle from 
Cheltenham to ‘tune’ it every quarter Last time he came he said it had some 
internal complaint which it would cost ^50 to cure So I said, give me ^50 and you 
can take It away, which he did Result Consternation A hush over cottage and Hall, 
the cowman passes me with downcast eyes, the v illage women who come in sweep in 
tears The furniture removers who earned it out treated it like a coffin Apparently 
in the lower classes to sell ones piano is the last refuge of the destitute — an 
irrevocable step down from decency to squalour Did you know? 

Debo sent me an insane post card from Capn about the King Is she really, 
irankly a bit barmy? 

lam scnbbling awa> hard at my maximum opus I think it is frightfully funny A 
bad sign 


letters volumes) There had been an exchange of 

. ffered the last sacraments to an excommunicated man 


To Brlce Cooper’ 

17 October [1951] Piers Court 


Dear Mr Cooper, 

to m?mcomJ-[aracrn.? Rectorship I wrote 

profcsstonal expenses against 

’tvcalsowmtcntomjagem&publishers I have not had their answer Mj fear 
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IS that thc} would not be allowed by their accountants to charge these expenses as 
legitimate ad\crtising These things arc sharplj watched 

So It seems that I must pa) out of taxed income This means that for ever) £io 
I gi\e )ou, I must cam £6o 1 can therefore onh offer a minimum sum It is plain 
from Harold Macmillan’s experience that money is not an important consideration 
What IS the least jou can manage on^ I hope vou will understand mj parsimony in 
this matter I will guarantee ^^75 Gin you do it on that^ 

I am a little more satisfactory in the question of Scottish descent The Waughs 
were unmixed lowland Scot until the late i8th century wrhen they joined the 
migration South The last to be bom in Scotland, Alexander Waugh, was Doctor of 
Dninity at Edinburgh His simple annals may be read in dnb He was my great, 
great, grandfather A rather more illustnous g g g father on my mothers side is 
Henry Lord Cockbum of Edinburgh, author of Memorials of His Time He was a 
considerable figure in Edinburgh, is buned there, was painted by Raeburn, has an 
hotel named after him etc Indeed his portrait appears on the Gimmercial Bank of 
Scotland’s One pound note (tho he was no banker) 

1 hax e net er \ oted irua general election as I hat e ne\ cr found a Tory stern enough 
to command my respect 

I should think the best election line would be not my worthiness but the 
conspicuous unworthincss of other candidates 

Gimpton Mackenzie doesn’t know me Dat id Talbot Rice, ^ a professor of yours, 
IS an old fnend He litcs at 33 Moray Place He might help with some personal 
impressions 

I suppose the reason for the Catholic students’ disapprov al is that I went to lecture 
to them They know what I am really like 

Please send a questionnaire if there is any more y ou would like to know about me 

Yours sincerely 
E\ elyn Waugh 

'Bruce Cooper (1925-77) Dean of Management Studies at the Poljiechnic in Belfast from 1970 A 
student at Edinburgh Urutersitt, he persuaded Waugh to stand as candidate in the election for Rector 
Other candidates included Jimmj Logan a comedian, Stephen Potter, the Aga Khan and Sir Alexander 
Fleming, who won Chapman and Hall paid Waugh’s expenses 

^Vaugh checked with his old fnend who warned that it was a ‘tuff and barbarous process’ and that 
there might be anti-Catholic mud slinging A Waugh supporter did indeed find it ‘interestinglj uneven 
and ullimatel) violent It was the only time I have been beaten unconscious by a nval firm armed with 
hoeXey sticVs Waugh himself stayed m the south 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

29 October [1951] 

> - 
Darling Nancy 

You know I think you are going to be the kind of person like Queen Victona who 
effortlessly collects legaaes I can see the hoard grow, a cornelian brooch here, a nice 
sum of money there, chests of linen, a harp — most enviable 
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I am cooling down after my popish heat * 1 think ^ou were wrong about Madnd 
bookshops unless the place has greatly changed since 1946 Then I found hundreds 
of Bumpuses all full of Gollanc/ Left Book Club publications 

It IS a long time since I wrote Honks and party came to luncheon It was \ery 
difficult to get her m or out of the dining room Physical force was needed in both 
operations She wont be led only drisen She admired my moss on unwceded paths 
‘You can’t grow that in France ’ I saw her again in London, full of delight at the 
politeness of the English lower classes I went to London for the General Election- 
just like last time, same parties and same parties in H of C too ^Cooper got [seiners] 
with a jew’ish hanger-on of Anne’s called ‘Freud’ ^ I base never seen him assault a 
jew before Perhaps he took him for a Spaniard He has scry long black side- 
whiskers and a thin nose 

Poor Randolph It was a s cry difficult scat and he didn’t think he could get in At 
the count he was so nervous he left the room and returned just as they were 
finishing He asked the tosvn-clcrk, who presided ‘How am 1 doing'’ ‘Thirty 
something thousand and something ’ ‘Isn’t that rather good'’ ‘Oh yes you’re quite 
safe We’se only a few more to count and they cant affect the result ’ Da/cd with joy 
he rushed out& told his committee All embraced Two minutes later the towTi clerk 
padded out ‘Oh Mr Churchill I made such a silly mistake I gave you Mr Foot’s 
figures He then had to be protected from the mob by 40 policemen while he went 
to his train home 

Nothing he has ever done deserves such punishment 

Betjeman has the flu and has retired to the house of the Dowager Duchess of 
Devonshire where he is waited on while the high-church butler reads The 
Unlucky Family^ aloud to him Meanwhile he has sold Penelope’s house &. 
purchased a villa in the centre of Wantage - ‘Oh joy of being back in real suburbia 
old boy’ - and has left Penelope quite unaided to make the mov e He ts Skimpole ^ 

The nv al Skimpole, Connolly, has fallen on hard times He has been hired by 
Time magazine to wnte a ‘profile’ of me w'hich always means a collection of 
damaging lies He approached me obsequiously with a senes of fatuous psycho¬ 
analytical questions — did I suffer from jealousy because my father lov ed him [i/c] 
more than me ^ That sort of rot I said ‘On the day the article appears I shall horse 
whip you on the steps of White’s’ He turned green white yellow & gray' and said 
‘What will you pay me not to write it^’ 

Does the Col who spends so much thought on religious questions know anything 
(a) of the number, if any, of apostasies among the priests who have lately been going 
about disguised as ‘workers’ (b) of a Dominican Pere Perrin w ho was at Marseilles 
most of the war and the correspondent of the Great Fraud called Simone Weil ? Do 
please ask and answer 

Are an> of my eggs French ^ ’ If so would you give them to Honks If they are all 
American and need my signature it must wait till I come through 

Now that there is a tiny Conservative Majority the persecution of the rich by the 
politicians will be greatly intensified so that they can display class impartiality 

Love from 
Evely n 
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'Thor exchanges after Nancy iVfttford had made a mistalc in the Sunday Times about Roman 
Catholics in the time of Pius x had been sharp Waugh had » ntten ‘Would it not be best alwaj s to a\ oid 
any reference to the Church or to your Creator’ Your intrusions into this strange world arc always 
fatuous ’ To which Nancy Mitford replied ‘1 can’t agree that 1 must be debarred from cs cr mentioning 
your Creator Try and remember that he also created me.’ 

^The Conscnatises were returned with a majonu of sixteen The scar before Labour had retained 
office with a majonts of six 

’Lucian Freud (1922- ) Painter Grandson of Sigmund Freud 

‘Michael Foot’s ma)onty was reduced to 2,390 

’A children’s bool, bs Mrs Henrs de la Pasture, 1907 

‘In Bleai House 

’Financial nest-eggs in Pans 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

[November 1951] 

Two Postcards 

If you praise the atheist temples at Vence Se Assy it will be the end of a beautiful 
friendship I went to a Picasso exhibition last week& looked hard and saw (a) that in 
jouth he drew as well as a Punch artist of the penod (b) that he had real comiatalent 
& obviously enjoys making fools of his admirers (c) he has a distinct onginality in a 
flibbity-gibbet way He never repeats himself Leaves that to his ghastly followers 
Altogether a cleverer & more accomplished man than one can guess from 
reproductions But as an artist of the fourth rank 

Please it is facts I want about Pemn Is he still a supporter of Weil ? Was he ever ^ 
His replies to her beastly letters aren’t published in English or, I think, in French 
Why did he withdraw his preface to the English edition of Waiting on God"^ ^ 

Also whether it is true that some of the priests who disguised themselves as 
workmen have apostasized Of course I hope not, but it is being said here that 
several have Even if Col istoobusy to think ofyou or God, there must be someone 
who can answer 

LI of N MiNP not MINDS V vulgar error Lovely lovely Ceale Howard is 
staying here Now she comes from the French cultural bourgeoise you once spoke 
of, and she is perfect so you are quite right 

E 

'By Simone Weil (1909-43) Waugh reviewed it in Catholic Mother, Christmas 1952, comparing the 
author unfavourably w ith Edith Stem whose biography had been written by Sister Teresa de Spintu 
Sancto Reprinted in A Little Order, 1977, edited by Donat Gallagher 
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To Nancy Mitford PiersCoun 

[November 1951] 

Darling Nancy 

You could write a most amusing &. interesting and popular work in this wa> 
Describe yourself in 1951 taking up fVigs on The Green‘d & re-reading it for the first 
time since its publication Print ^ or half of the onginal text with constant 
interruptions from your 1951 self asking ‘Wh} did I sa> that'’or saying‘This still 
seems funny, why So in the easiest & most informal way possible jou could write 
your reminiscences & the history of the deteriorating world and the improving 
authoress 

It would be fun to w'nte& huge fun to read Do do it that waj 

You could produce a magnum opus with minimum of labour and all the critics 
would acclaim it as a great ‘document’ 

1 haven’t been elected Rector of Edinburgh It was just a joke that didn’t come 
off A really bitter failure has been the loss of 12 grcatlj over life size busts of the 
Caesars on eight foot elaborate pedestals - circa 1800 that were in a house near here 
that was being sold up I asked the auctioneer what they would fetch ‘Ten bob 
each,’ he said So I left a bid of (,2 each & went away confident I should get them 
For days & nights I have been planning how to erect them, replanning the whole 
garden for them I would willingly have paid ^^lo each Now I hear that through 
laziness in not going to the sale some other maniac has bought them It is a crushing 
blow at a time when I need a bit of fun 


’Novel by Nancy Mitford, 1935 


Love from 
Evelyn 


To Sir Maurice Bowra Piers Court 

29 November 1951 

Dear Maunce 

I am most grateful for the Harton letter It is a document I have long wanted It 
was most generous of you to have it copied Rest assured it will be very carefully 
guarded here 

Walker’ was the great collector who so enriched Liverpool 

I agree that Maclise^ was a very great painter I would put him above even Egg^& 
Mulready * But of course he lacks the picturesque quality of his immediate 
successors There is a very beautiful Maclise - Love & Poet — on sale in London at 
Bernard s (Ryder Street) but I fear his prices are rising I remember in 1937 when I 
vv as poor and frugal seeing his masterpiece — the play scene from Hamlet — knocked 
down for twenty guineas at Wallis’s Rooms I asked the man who got it, how high he 
would have gone and he said to fifty 



DECEMBER 1 951 


j6/ 

I am afraid Vernon Johnson’s honour^ can only be regarded as an honour It is 
most unnerving 

I was dead drunk at the Newman meeting Later I called on [Roy] Harrod who 
threatened my life because I warned a Belgian financier whom Harrod was sucking 
up to, that if he sent his son to Chnst Church he would fall under the fanatical 
attention of T Roper I did not know such fires inhabited Harrod 

If, as I ardently hope, you find it possible to come here one day I can show you a 
fine Arthur Hughes ^ 

I have a severe attack of muscular rheumatism The days pass pleasantly smoking 
agars and reading P G Wodehouse My work in progress is going to be a great 
bore 

Do you think Henry [Yorke] is a communist Evidence love of false names and 
clandestine travel, membership of Fire Brigade, insistence in all his works that 
soaal distinctions depend solely on cash, close trade relations, introduang water- 
closets to the Kremlin, dependence on )azz bands, ostentatious poverty (mulcted 
for party funds), hatred of architecture, wine and poetr}’, elaborate code of 
con\entional bad-manners in dress, opening doors to women, etc, obsession with 
royal family (most disrespectful) 

F Salisbury', ^ like Pugin, has the nght ideas but can’t execute them 

A well-pnnapalled* [r/r] young painter who is doing some work for me, ekes out 
his commissions bj teaching in a government art school He says the students can 
only qualify for entrance by promising to become teachers of painting in their turn 

Yours ever 
Es cl)nn 

*I spelt It‘pnncipalled’first It looked wrong So does‘pnnciplcd’ I wish 1 could 
spell I often write angrj' letters to the headmistresses of mj children’s schools and 
after I ha\ c posted them realise the\ are full of mistakes But thej has c not used sic 
on me jet 

'William Walker (1856-1933) Supported the Walker Art Gallcrj, Lnerpool Created Lord 
Wasertree. 

T 3 aniel Maclisc {1806-70) 

’Augustus Egg (1816-63) 

‘William Mulrcadj (1786-1863) 

Wemon Johnson had been appointed a Domestic Prelate to the Pope 

‘‘The Ij>it ChtU bv Arthur Hughes (1831-1915) 

’Frank Salisburj (1874-1963) Painter of portraits, histoncal and ceremonial suh)ccts 


To Professor J acqufs Barzun * Piers Court 

18 December 1 1951] 

Dear Professor 

I Wish sou had been here at breakfast 1 rccciscd a postcard from soursclf from 
Germans and a fantastic Qinstmas card from ihc Luces called hje s Puturr 
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History of Western Man Some of it is too horrific, but there is much deep laughter 
m the concluding section 

Thinking it over, I don’t really want to do Oinstantine He’s not a sympathetic 
figure (to me) and one writes best when one reveres or detests the subject Of course 
there’s St Helena herself, but I’ve written a lot about her already The trouble is that 
most of the attractive characters of history arc quite unimportant 

More IS the only man 1 can think of who (for me) has all the requisite qualities of 
greatncss& charm, so let us persuade Mr Hughes to settle on him I w'lll tell m\ New 
York agent to prepare a contract 

I enjoyed our conversation so much last night Do come again Give my warm 
regards to Helen Howe and to any w ho remember me on Life Do get hold of a copy 
of Life's Picture Htstor^> It must be the work of a parodist 

It’s export should be forbidden though It will do awful harm to 
Amencan-European relations if it gets seen here 

Yours \ery sincerely 
E\elyn Waugh 

P S I presume you have some expert doing Ignatius Loyola If not, and if Ltje 
demands a second choice, I might try him 

EW 

'Jacques Bar2un(igo7- ) Professor of History at Columbia Univcrsitj, author and editor 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

[December 1^51] 

Postcard 

I wrote to you at Rodd palace Did the letter get stolen by communists? It had all 
my brief news & boundless good wishes for darling, darling 1952 I consider it most 
unhealthy & rather alarming that all your recent letters have been full of 
transformations of sex I don’t believe it wall do you any permanent good in the 
world of letters if you become Lord Redesdale I suppose it is because you want to 
get m the Academy & wear that pretty uniform 

I don t quite know what you mean by Chartreuse de Partne appeal to C^ale who is 
pregnant again (still Mondi) 

You must get your hands on Life Magazine’s History of Western Culture a thing of 
horror unexampled since E West’s history of G Sutherland 1 
I did not find Mrs Taffy a lady ^ 

'Graham Sutherland by Edward Sackvjlle-Wcst 

^Rosemary Dove, mamed 1948-66 to Taffy Rodd Now Mrs Baldwin 
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To THE Editor of the Sunday Times Piers Court 

8 January 1952 

Sir - Mr [Robert] Boothby’s consternation on reading Mr Wiggin’s' particular 
judgement on Mr Maugham must be shared by many readers now that the critic 
has explained his meaning 

A wnter is only important so far as he influences behaviour’ What new 
aberration of philistinism is this’ 

I can remember that in my early youth I spent many days in attempting to 
construct a model town from the directions m the Children's Encyclopaedia 
Those directions, it seems, must be the only piece of important literature I ever 
read, for I cannot name any book or poem that has influenced my behaviour 
Indeed I can think of only two classes of writing (both of which I eschew) 
calculated to do so - books of etiquette and of pornography 

It would be interesting if Mr Wiggin would display on television his own 
behaviour when reading, say, Shakespeare’s sonnets 


EVELYN WAUGH 

•Miuncc Wiggin, died 1978 Journalist Television critic of The Sunday Times 


To Clarissa Churchill^ PiersCoun 

8 January 1951 [1952] 

Dearest Clarissa 

Oh dear 1 realize now what an unimaginative present^ I sent I chose it from my 
portfolio for the fatuous reason that 1 liked it myself I don’t say ‘What will the 
poor girl do with it ’ She can’t hang it on her wall or stand it on her shelf She isn’t 
the least interested in calligraphy, and not much interested in minor carly-Victonan 
painters ’ 

I remember long ago, when I had no home& spent m\ life globe-trotting, being 
funous with Hazel Lavery for giving me a glass swan, thinking (nghtly) that it is 
better to be forgotten than so little remembered Please forgive me If it hasn t been 
swept upst burned with Vour Chnstmas cards let us swap it for something suitable- 
bath salts, artificial silk stockings. Life Magazine's Histor)' of it rsiem Culture 
What = 

1951 wasn’t a good vear for us bcpnning A ending with deplorable gaffes - both 
the fruit of that most dangerous maxim Do as you would be done bv 

It was not a good year for me anvwav, mosiK spent at work 1 have finished a 
novel - slogpng, inelegant the first volume of four or five v^ hie h wtin'i show anv 
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shape until the end Harrassed with arrears of taxation & unpopularity caichmg^^c 
up at last, and with rheumatic hints of old age 

Tell me what you would have liked for Christmas & I will try to make amends 

Love from 
Eveljn 

‘Oanssa Churchill (1920- ) Mamed in 1952 Anthonj Eden, Pnmc Minister 1955-7. created Carl 

of Avon 1961 

*Sce letter to Nancy Milford 14 January 1952 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

8 January 1952 (the sweet thing) 

Darling Nancy, 

I liked your Roman letter very much 

I am afraid you are nght when you say that there arc no ladies & gentlemen 
now It was a most important distinction basic to English health & happiness You 
see we are the most elaborately stratified people in the world but no one, unless he 
makes it his speaal hobby, knows [anything] about the strata except those 
immediately above & below his own Everyone was convinced that there was a great 
impassable line between ‘gentlemen’ and ‘the lower classes’ and c\ cryonc drew that 
line immediately below his own feet ‘You’re no lady’ was the traditional battle cry 
between two drunken charwomen scratching out each others eyes in a pub 

There are two graves in Stmchcombe church of a father & son, early & middle 
i6th century, one saying ‘Jos Hinks, Yeoman’ and the other ‘Jos Hinks, Gent’ So 
there must once have been a technical distinction, as between officers and NCOs in 
the army Both Hinkses owned the same small property Can it have been the grant 
of a coat of arms In the nineteenth century there was a universal common accent for 
all the educated Also a moral code attached which the i8th century knew nothing 
of, and in the 19th century the high ansiocracy seldom observed The great thing 
was that everyone thought himself a gentleman and closely allied with Dukes, and 
everyone below him contemptible So there was a stable, contented soaety It never 
occurred to me to think I wasn’t a gentleman until Lady Burghcle're pointed it out I 
have a fnend called Michael Trappes-Lomax' who treats me tvith genial equality 
but, in fact, regards no one as a gentleman who hasn’t 32 quartenngs I think it was 
the American marriages in the 90s and the lady shopkeepers in the 20s who made all 
the trouble It is a fascinating subject A book on it would be a best seller as it is still 
the first concern of 80% of the reading public I think I may write it 

Mrs Taffy was pure Billa^ to me 

There was a competition in John O’London's Weekly to name the most odious 
books m the language We were both in the short list 

How I agree about the horrors of the Embassy at Rome But wasn’t ‘Reeking’ too 
strong 
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You ought to have mentioned the Embassy (Legation’) at the Hague among the 
good ones It is Alba’s old palace Splendid Espeaally necessary to mennon it noip 
because the Office of Works want to move u ir 

I can’t get on with d’Arcy Osborne^ Goodness he's a gentleman and a halt 
I must get abroad at Easter How many eggs have I ’ 

Love from 
Evelyn 


’MichaelTrippcs-Lomax ( 1900 - 72 ) Somerset Herald i9S’-^7 

^Wilhelmme Cresswell married Roy Harrod in 1938 r t j a 

’Sir D’Arcj Godolphin Osborne (1884-1964) Succeeded as Duke of Leeds 1953 

Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Holy Sec 193^47 


Envoy 


To Nancy Mitford 
14January 

Sweet 1952 never been kissed 


Piers Court 


Darling Nancj' , 

Solhavebeendoingsumsforweeks&findlamhopelesslyruine ( nanaa yno 

morally) So I have come to a Great Deasion to Change my Life entire 5 am 
sacking all the servants (fiv e does seem a lot to look after Laura & me in a house the 
size of a boot) and becoming Bohemian I shall never wear a clean co ar again or 
subscribe to Royal Lifeboat Fund and I shall steal peoples books & sell them & cadge 
dnnks in the Savage Club by pretending to know you It is no good t^'ing to live 
decently in modem England I make £10,000 a year, which used to et oug tquie 
a lot, I hve hke a mouse in shabby-genteel arcumstances, I keep no women or 
horses or yachts,'yet I am bankrupt, simply by the politiaans buying votes wit my 

money , 

The trouble is getting servants to go There is no shortage of them now eca 
no one can afford them And they cannot become harlots bec^se apparently men 

don’tpay women now, they just rape them & take their money ® 


have to bum the house down ic-i^c 

The sentence in your last letter about royalty seeing the Ajrli« & the cooks as 
equal in rank occurs in the novel I have just sent to be pnnted I only mention this in 
case you accuse me of cnbbing later Goodness that novel is u an w at is w 
all falling to bits But I was going mad trying to set it right so off 1 sent it 

I don’t at all like Florence Must I come/Acre’ 

Did I ask you to ask Col (if he was ever in an army) what is the French for IHlt 
Who goes there” ‘Stand or I fire’ ‘Take two paces forward & be recognized Also 
do the black French soldiers of Senegal use French for such conversations or some 


sort of coon talk „ . 

I have read the papers & learned that the Gaullists are collaborating with the 

Communists Is this your influence or just a newspaper lie 
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I don’t think you quite apprcaatc the great Importance of my Discovery about 
Gentlemen It explains all our national greatness 1815-1914- that everyone felt his 
natural allies to be those above him (and in his eyes equal) in Social Scale Perhaps 
everyone has known this fact for years 

All love 
E 

I sent three exquisite onginal early Victorian drawings, joined by exquisite 
calligraphy to Clanssa whom I love next to G:alc She thought it was a Christmas 
card and promptly burned it 

Can you at all explain this^ You know I call Honks *Baby’^ Embarrassing but 
true Anyway 1 got a mad letter the other day of the kind one gets most days No 
interbst High brow madness typewritten in English The odd thing was that the 
address was ‘Chez Baby’ 16 Rue de Condc, Pans vi It began ‘Dear E W ’ and was 
signed ‘Mary O’Connor’ Is Chez Baby a night club But one doesn’t take a 
typewnter to a night club - or docs one now^ I thought it very rum 
'The Earl of Airlie (1893-1968) mamed in 1917 Lad) Alexandra Cole He vs-as Lord Chamberlain to 
the Queen Mother 1937-65 


To Lady Mary Lygon P>ers Court 

23 January [1952] 

Darling Maimie 

I was on the point of wnting to condole with you on your very sad loss The new 
year has begun sadly for my friends with the deaths of Colonel Lygon and General 
Laycock (Sir Joseph) ' I have had no bereavements I wish I had Only the 
immediate deaths of all my relations can save me from bankruptcy & prison You 
remember we used to know a very poor man named Balfour (who later made a 
fortune & bought a peerage) ^ Well at his very poorest he was a millionaire in 
companson to me I wish my bankers got drunk Then they might not know how 
poor I am 

Little Poll that great snob won’t come near me now I am poor 
I have been dismissing servants in such numbers that it looks like a mass eviction 
- what the socialist call soaal engineenng I examined household books & found I 
was spending nearly half as much as I spend on wine, on milk 

Well this IS dull for you I don’t know anything interesting Mrs Rodd is 
following the fashion & turned into a man ~ 

Did I tell you that H Yorke is mad bad and DANGEROUS to know I wish you 
would wheedle confidences from poor Dig& pass them on quick 

I have written a book in poor taste, mostly about wes and very very dull Well it is 
a dull subject isnt it The only exating moment is when a wc blows up with Capt 
Apthorpe sitting on it The shock & shame dnve him mad He is the hero 
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I Wish jou had a motor bicNclc Then jou could come here as general domestic 
servant Plentj of MILK 

Bo 

’Robert Ljgon (1879-1952) and Bngadicr General Sir Joseph Las-cocL (1867-1952), father of Robert 
LaycocL 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

27januarj 1952 

Darling Nant^ 

I have long recognized jour euphoria as a pathological condition as morbid as 
Honks’s mclancholj \ou each choose minor extenor conditions to explain your 
states - oddU enough the same one - France 
You have made great fnends with a Pole who has introduced you to a number of 
other Poles You have found some Jews for yourself, such as your hunting fnends 
and the lady who gave me caviare & pretended to like painting, filling her draw’ing- 
room w-ith fine works of art and all the time secretly sipping Picasso in her 
bed-room You arc the kindest possible hospitaller to your distressed fellow 
countryman And you spend long hours with the Harveys’ talking of socialism 
This IS not the France of Louis ix or Joan of Arcor Bossuet or the Cure d’Ars All 
the great Frenchmen & women repudiate it Still less is it the real modem France 
that fills the world with its self-pity 

-Your delicate nostnls detected the smell of blood in poor Victor & Peggy’s awful 
house 2 1 retch at the smell of blood all over France - the blood of the hundred 
thousand massacred in the epuration What’s more I see the guilt of that unexpiated 
horror in the eyes of all Frenchmen from the hall porter at the Travellers’ to Pere 
Couturier 

Of course the French have numerous skills and once had the very purest taste I 
am told their music-hall songs are very witty 
Anyway your ‘France’ is pure fantasy It may afford you some pleasure but it is 
transferable 

1 have had more mad letters from Pans in different hands Very rum Not by 
Frenchmen but in pure idiomatic English & Amencan And stark mad 

I get two a week usually from England or USA Pans is quite a new centre The 
letters are not the least personal I mean they don’t accuse me of imaginary injunes 
or anything like that They are just dnvel which might be addressed to anyone I 
should like details of Honks’s rumminess She has seemed desperately unhappy 

in all her letters lately She is in London now but I can’t go up to see her on account 
of rheumatism Is she turning mto a man, too ^ Her crustiness is highly masculine 
Snow & thaw here Beastly 

Thank you & Col very much indeed for mihtary information of great value 
The wines on the list look tempting but the friendly merchant (a non-French 
member of your circle I note) doesn’t seem to know about rates of exchange I think 
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I must make some purchases m Pans when I come o\er His English prices are not 
lower than Peter Thursbj’s,^ and he is a friend too 

If you had heard a lecture by an English francophile socialist on the wireless in 
praise of Gjrbusier’s fiasco at Marseille,"* I think even you would have been sick Or 
did you wnte it for him^ 


Lots of love 
E 

’Maud Williams-Wynn mamed in igzo Oliver Han c) (1893-1968) He was Ambassador to France 
1948-54, created baron 1954. 

^Thc Bntish Embass) in Rome 

‘I remember that on the dajs when I was feelin;: particular)) tired and more than ever plain, I used 
suddenly to catch sight of Mr Thursbj and feci less tired, but far far plainer ’ Essay in Chenrell, June 
1927, by Brian Howrard Peter Thursby was a wine merchant 

* he Girbusier (1887-1965) built a housing estate called Unit6 d’habitations near Marseilles between 
I946and 1952 ‘Dear Sensibility ‘ A Journey through France tn the steps oj Laurence Sterne,yrnWensiSii 
produced by Rayner Heppenstall, was broadcast on the Third Programme, 21 January 1952 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

[15] February [1952] 

Darling Nancy, 

I have been wretchedly low spirited, plagued by a sort of rheumatism and 
common cold I can’t get nd of my servants Three went last week, one is back 
already saying I must employ her because her mother wont let her go to a factory and 
she must stay in the district because she is in love I say ‘I can’t afford you’ She 
says 111 come without wages’ ‘I say ‘It isn’t your wages only its the expense of 
keeping you which is much more’ But she is back with her trunk shovelling dow'n 
butter & cream and American hampers Meanwhile two village women who 
occasionally ‘obliged’ have permanently ensconced themselves at much higher 
wages, so my economy campaign has done no good 

While I lay in bed in agony I had to break an engagement in London with Honks 
- not even an engagement to take her out, merely to meet her at the house of some 
fnends of hers for dinner Do I get a letter of tender sympathy > Not at all A 
SCO ing saying Never do it again — plan & fail / am too old & easily bruised’ (mv 

Italics) There is egocentnc mama there 

Do your foreign set know that our King [George vi] is dead ? Mr Churchill made 
rea u speec on the tsf ’ Tnteness only enlivened by gross blunders His 
woret remark was in commending the late King’s patnotism ‘Dunng the war I 

made a point ofkeeping him fully informed He understood all I said wonderfully I 

isc ose to im military secrets’ His most inept historical parallel 
ompanng our present Queen with Elizabeth Tudor ‘Neither grew up in the 
i Elizabeth Tudor had been formally bastardized & 

nil o h u L three estates of the realm She survived 

alive because of the high Chnstian pnnaples of Mary Tudor, when in any other 
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royal family, she would have been executed She was jotJkeyed into place by a gang 
of party bosses and executed the nghtful heir Mary Stuart All the newspapers are 
full of glonfication of Elizabeth Tudor, the vilest of her sex 
I suppose George vi’s reign wull go into history' as the most disastrous my 
unhappy country has known since Matilda and Stephen One interestmg point 
stands out The King died at the moment when Princess Elizabeth first put on a pair 
of ‘slacks’ - within a matter of mmutes anyway The Duke of Windsor lost his 
throne by his beret much more than by his adultery 
It would be too late for your article I’m afraid for me to add anything to your list 
of modem buildings spoiling old The new Bodleian Library you will surely have 
mentioned Most of the real dwarfing - such as St James’s Street - where two lovely 
houses Brooks’s Club and Boodles are quite rumed was not I think the work of 
proud architects but simply of shop-keepers who never gave any thought to the 
matter There is Soanes elegant obelisk^ at Reading but that is too minor a work of 
art for anyone except Betjeman to make a great fuss 
It was decent of you to say the frog-jews like Helena I bet they don’t But thank 
you for saying so Yes, I am afraid I must admit to a shade of anti-jew feeling Not 
anti-semite I rather like Arabs It dates from my visit to Israel this time last year It 
was there I reahzed that all jews are not like John Sutro and Lord Rosebery 
I live so much out of the world that it was a great surpnse to me to read in The 
Ttmes that Lord Rothermere had been given a decree nisi against Ann He must 
already have filed the suit at the time they gave their Christmas party I suppose he 
has found a new girH I always found him a bore It is a great thing for Ann, whom I 
love, to be nd of him & to have the chance of being made an honest woman ^ I 
suppose that Chnstmas party will be remembered as the last pnvate party ever 
given m a London pnvate house 

Connolly has written this morning about the North Downs thrusting out to sea 
like a bunched fist I believe he will soon emerge as a regional poet with ballades 
about the nutbrown ale of Kent But his Insh name & Fenian features will haunt 
him to his death 


Love from 

Evelyn 

'Telc^raphu sans fit, 1 c., wireless 

*Thc Simeon Monument built in 1804 by Sir John Soane 
Apparcntlj, since Esmond had a vnfe, though diiorced (or dic-\orced as Eielynalwajs pronounced 
' 0 i I had been h\mg in sin and was now in a state of grace' Ann Fleming in Evelyn Waugh andHts World 


To Graham Greene Piers Court 

Ash Wed [27 February] 1952 

Lear Graham 

Many thanks for Mrs Luce’s humourless joke 

I Was sorry our February in Capn did not come off Aches & pains have been very 
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severe since Chnstmas and I am off to warm old joints somewhere else' I was not 
surpnsed as I followed m the papers your humiliations at Saigon^ I suspected you 
provoked them by admitting to your red past Then I read your dcnunaation of the 
Amencan spy system Are we to suppose that those spies uncovered your Cockbum 
ticket^? Surely not'' 

I have no doubt you have been terribly misquoted It is madness to say anything 
before journalists Of course the Americans arc cowards They are almost all the 
descendants of wretches who deserted their legitimate monarchs for fear of military 
service Still it is good to rub it m But some lunatic reporter said you said that the 
Catholic Faith forbade a ruler to employ spies to detect & denounce potential rebels 
That IS actionable The same reporter said you thought Democracy was 
reconcilable with Catholiasm I am not sure if that is actionable but it is very 
damaging 

I finished that book I was wnting Notgoo^ Ofcourse all writers wnte some bad 
books but It seems a pity at this particular time It has some excellent farce, but only 
for a few pages The rest very dull Well, the war was like that 

Life sent a smart-alick'* down here & I think that has ended my profitable 
connexion with them 

When I heard of N Douglas’s death I began to re-read South Wmd and to my 
horror found it very heavy going I am very sorry indeed not to have met him I am 
less sorry to have missed Graae Fields’s wedding* 

E 


'Sicily with Harold Acton 

^robablj Greene's failure to get a visa for the United States in Hong Kong 
'Communist Party membership 
^Professor Barzun 

'Graae Fields, the popular singer from the North of England, Ii\ed on Capn, as had Norman 
Douglas Her mamage to Boris Alperovia exated much popular comment 


To Christopher Sykes Ethiopia 

28 February 1952 

Postcard 


I shall flit like a beautiful wraith about White’s tomorrow & the day after Then to 
France 9 pm There I shall flit in a similar style about Travellers’ 

I will leave my article on Holy Flaggers with profane Pearson 
I think my brief mamage with Life Magazine has come to a divorce I wrote to 
Mrs Luce mocking her history of Western Culture They at once sent me an 
apostate frog called professor Smart-Alick Baboon He stayed here, gave me a viva 
in history and reported ill 

If you will come with me to Sicily early next week I will support you in modest 
style fitting my fallen condition 


E W 
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To Laura Waugh White’s 

[?1 

Darhng 

I am very sad to leave you If you were warm & well I should not feel so badly 
about It - but to leave you ill & cold spoils all the exhilaration of departure Bless 
you, darhng, and take care of yourself & enjoy yourself I shall think of you every 
hour 

E 


To Laura Waugh San Domenico Palace Hotel, 

Monday 17 March [1952] Taormina, 

Sialy 

Darling Laura 

My odd illness is momentanly quite cured Five days ago I was an agonized 
cnpple, quite suddenly the pain went without any change of weather, place, diet 
Very rum 

I pray your cough and all your business troubles may clear as pleasantly I fret 
about you It was sad to get no letter at Palermo but posts, I know, are bad 

Sialy IS proving rather a failure (though a change) There is sun here but bitter 
cold What we had not reckoned on was the ant-hill of tourists, North Italians, 
Germans, Dutch, Swiss, Scandinavians, all spinning round & round the island in 
charabancs & overruning every hotel 

Also I am beginning to feel that every dollar spent now is so much the less for us 
when we take a hohday later this year together The last iveek has cost more than I 

intended 

All the Sialian nobility is in Rome so we live like tourists 
Taormina is much overrated A fine view but nothing else 

All my love 
Evelyn 


Harold Acton Piers Court 

H April [1952] 

Dear Harold 

How typical of your benevolence that you should have remembered my little 
"ish for Neapolitan stationer}'& have gone to the trouble of procuring some Thank 
Jou, With all my heart 

1 travelled home slowly, delaying In Rome & Siena (my first visit) pursued 
^'ciy where by rain& cold winds 

I spent two nights at Cap Ferat with Mr Maugham (who has lost his fine cook)S: 
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made a great gaffe The first evening he asked me what someone was like and I said 
‘A pansy with a stammer’ All the Picassos on the walls blanched 
Diana joined me in a motor at Nice We went to visit the Matisse public lavatory 
cocktail bar chapel at Vence^ & drove slowly to Pans through snow & hail Then 
Easter in retreat at Downside & now home to my ragged, starving, teeming 
household 

I hope there is sun& light at Naples Here it is gray& cold& my table is heavy with 
tax demands I dread the publication of my new book I will send you a copy from 
old affection, not m the hope that you will enjoy much of it 
Laura sends her love 

Yours 

Evelyn 

I greatly enjoyed at second hand your account of my altercation with the Amencan 
hamdan at Verona ^ 

■Henn Matisse decorated the chapel of the Dominican convent at Vence between 1948 and 1951 
^As recounted by Acton, the scene began with Waugh alluding to an Amencan youth as ‘The Ape 
Man’, included his mother volubly regretting that her taxes were being spent on Marshall Aid to Europe, 
and ended with Waugh turning on Acton and saying, ‘This is intolerable And it’s your fault Thej 
spotted you as a fellow Yank You deliberately enticed them here to annoy me’, before he marched out 
alone More Memones of an Aesthete, 311 


To Laura Waugh White’s 

28 Apnl [1952] 

Darling \ 

Thank you for your forgiving letter It is a great relief to think I can return not in 
dire disgrace I long for Fnday 

I have a dull time on the whole tho I see some chums & witty worm friends I 
dnnk a little too much I was nice to Auberon & paid for his dinner & Miss 
Montagu’s! for a birthday present but I find him homble The saddest thing is that 
he is joining this club Can you not get Bridget or someone who has influence to 
dissaude him Quite apart from his being a trouble to me it is no place for a youth of 
l!*^i means & intemperate habits The members are not at all the kind of people 
C l cs Sc if he uses the club as a place to entertain his own odd friends he will be 
looked at askance His proposer & seconder have both been badgered into putting 
him up by him, & both think him quite unsuitable But of course he mustn’t be 
black-balled The only thing for him to do is request withdrawal 


All love 
E 


y} h Monta^ (1923-72) Daughter of\enctia Montagu, mamed Milton Gendcl in 1962 Her 

* ***^’^ ”^** *^'^'^ Person who realized that the war was aauaIIvo\er To a soaety 
numb with austent) she introduced asocado pears, gossip and real Americans ’ 
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To Nancy Mitford White’s 

Labour Day [i May] 1952 Up the 
Workers of the World down wnth 
la vie de chateau 

Darling Nancy, 

Among the countless blessings I thank God for, my failure to find a house in 
^ Ireland comes first Unless one is mad or fox hunting there is nothing to draw one 
The houses, except for half a dozen famous ones, are very shoddy in building and 
they none of them have servants’ bedrooms because at the time they were built Insh 
servants slept on the kitchen floor The peasants are malevolent All their smiles are 
false as Hell Their pnests are very suitable for them but not for foreigners No coal 
at all Awful mcompetence everywhere No native capable of doing the simplest ]ob 
properly No schools for children Above all the certainty that once one pulls up 
roots & fives abroad there is no particular reason for living anywhere Why not 
Jamaica^ Why not Sicily? Why not California? On the move like a jew all ones fife 
I have been in London ten days-long empty days & nights Saw httle Pam a bit& 
the bnght young Flemmgs ^ and Mrs Fnese-Greene & Osbert & Sutro & his monkey 
and witty worm foends here Home tomorrow gladly 
Dottng^ is pitiable but I dont at all rejoice There are not enough writers for one 
not to mind one gomg to seed and there are too many contemporaries in decay 
I dined tonight with Roy CampbelU (Dark Horse) a great boastful simple sweet 
natured savagfe I feel quite dizzy from his talking to me 
Kind Mr M Berry'* will send me to Africa for the childrens next holidays 
Poor Maimie is broke 
All the talk here is of poverty & disease 
BY Yorke’s son* cannot shake hands He offers a closed fist 
I am writing a little essay in abuse of Pere Coutuner 
Tony Powell’s new book* is said to be excellent 
Boots has dropped writing his psycho-analysis of me 
Henry Bath’s health gives grave anxiety 

Met E Marsh in the Duveen Gallery of the Tate gazing despondently at a new 
acquisition made of barbed wire & cork He said ‘I have just realized that I am no 
longer quite contemporary ’ 

Mrs Fleming very pregnant It is hoped that Mrs Fleming senior^ will shortly 
marry money Love 

E 

Yiscountess Rothermere manned Ian Fleming (1908—64), creator of James Bond, in March 1952, 

% Henrj Green (Yorke) 

Ro) Campbell (1902-57) South Afncan poet 

Michael Berry Chairman and editor of The Daily Telegraph 

’Sebastian Yorke 

‘Anthonj Powell A Buyer's Market 

^'e Fleming, Anns mother-in-law, was engaged in 1951 to the Marquess of Winchester 
('862-1962), but he mamed the daughter of a Parsec high pnest In 195S the Marchioness sued Eve 
crning, then sc\entj-three for enticement and won her case, but the decision was resersed onappeal 
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To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

10 May [1952] 

Darling Nancy 

More about Ireland You have no conception of their mole-hke malice 
Detraction is their passion You should have heard the wireless programme 
commemorating the centenary of George Moore’s birthdaj They had been at work 
on It for years collecting reports from everyone who had ever known him from the 
groom at Moore Park to Dublin literary colleagues One after another the cracked 
old Irish voices took up the talc for nearly two hours, each demolishing bit by bit 
every comer of his reputation That was Ireland all right 

I have been in London quite a lot Pam [Berry] is very nettled because I said the 
upper classes had all left London ‘Why there’s me & Dot [Viscountess Head] and 
and Dot and me’ So she asked me to a party to launch mem London Soactyfic there 
were she & Dot & Honks [Lady Diana Cooper] (not cxactlj a London figure) & Sir 
Laurence & Lady Olivier* (the dead spit of Lady Rossc^) and Mr Thomas^, First 
Lord of the Admiralty, and a most unarmigerous dancer named Ashton^ and we 
went to a ghastly Amencan play - no attempt to translate it into English & then we 
went back to Dot’s and that was London Society But Pam has a very good cook 
Other meals I had in London made me sick - literally 
How very cleverly Dot paints suddenly 
Oh I forgot to say that J J Cooper^ obliged with a few songs 
Page proofs of my fiasco have come, so full of mispnnts that my eyes dazzle 
Things like ‘is’ for ‘it’ on every line In the old days printers did that sort of thing for 
you-did they not^ 

I read your play about the sex-change * I expect it is full of doubles entendres that I 
missed 

You are taking Col on a cultural tour of England Yes ^ No ^ 

Love 

E 

*Vwcn Leigh (1913-67) Actress Mamed 1940-60 to Laurence Olmcr 

^Annc Messel was mamed to Ronald Annstrong-Jones and is the mother of Lord Snowdon In 1935 
she mamed the Earl of Rossc 

’J P L Thomas (1903-60) Created Viscount Cflccnnin in 1955 
‘Frederick Ashton (1904— ) Choreographer Knighted in 1962, CH 1970 

’John Julius Cooper, son of Lady Diana, 

‘Written for a chanty revue 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

Whit Sunday [i June] 1952 

Darhng Nancy 

I hope your poor noodle has not been battered out of shape by the police I have 
thought of you often during the last few days and pictured you charging at the head 
of the communists 
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It IS \er> nice of Col to offer me a young girl ' Is the offer reaprocal or do his 
con^enable chums merelj want to get nd of their daughter& go on a spree^ If they 
would take Teresa m as an exchange, it is worth thinking about 
I am greatly interested to learn that you know^ Stuart Gilbert whose work I 
treasure as a classic example of ingenuity run mad Have you read his exposition of 
Ulysses'^ A laugh (not wholly dcnsive cither) on eveiy page 
It isa veiy terrible truth that modern English - not that I suppose a Lady Myers 
to be English - do tend to omit proper prefixes when addressing the notonous I am 
not troubled on the telephone because I dont use the device, but I often get letters 
from strangers beginning ‘Dear Evelyn Waugh’ Perhaps there is some excuse in 
jour case since ‘Mitford’ is a nom de guerre One would have written, I suppose 
‘Dear Saki’, ‘Mr Saki’ would be absurd What I most resent is the omission of‘Mr’ 
when other prefixes arc retained ‘Sir Maunce Bowra, Dr Edith Sitwell, Lord 
David Cecil, Bngadier Maclean and Waugh’ Mj father taught me that the 
omission of a prefix meant that the man referred to was either a professional 
encketer, a convicted felon or else dead 

I am quite sure Boots would never be offended by anything you w rote about him, 
least of all the portrait as ‘the Captain’ which is so flattering as to be barely 
recognizable I am sure that any coldness he shows, spnngs from his natural shame 
of his consort - 

H Buchanan has been here for three days on a professional visit, cataloguing my 
^ks He worked hard & well but in his hours of relaxation was embarrassingly 
boastful 

I keep seang Carol Recd^ (Pempic’s husband) who seems to be ready to employ 
me on a film What he needs is simply someone to talk to about it Not very 
exhilarating work, but he promises good wages 
I have written to Miss Caravaggio^ in the hope of her finding a home for Teresa 
She should be in touch with middle class intellectuals, & I hope, keeps clear of the 
Pans nots 

Advance copies of my sad little book* ought to be ready in a few weeks I will send 
you one from my loyal loving heart, but be warned, don’t try to read it If Pigeon 
sells 10,000, It ought to sell 9,000 The great thing is that there is simply no 
competition these days 

Did you see English newspapers making a scandal of Cadogan Cooper s 
Academy picture with the entranang title Jealous husband, disguised as a priest, 
hears his own wife’s confession I wanted to buy it, wrote to him asking the price, 
got the answer 700 guineas ’ I could get a Boucher for that 

Stone of Insult’ to me is the Epstein Lazarus just erected m New College 
Chapel 

You could go to jour publisher’s ball in a French aeroplane People are sajung he 
IS a Jew and had his nose punched by a boxer instead of cut off by a plastic surgeon 
^Yhat a pity he did not marry Boots’s fwnfe] instead of poor Boots 

^ Love 

E 

'Waugh had asLcd about somewhere for his eldest daughter Teresa to stay m France She does not 
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need “finishing” - just beginning The ideal thing would be to find a family who would accept payment in 
pounds, perhaps for their own child’s schooling here ’ 

^Stuart Gilbert, Ulysus, 1930. written at the suggestion of his friend Joyce 

Klarol Reed (1906- ) Mamed Penelope Dudley Ward Directed TAe 7 Aird Man and Our Afanm 

Havana by Graham Greene Knighted 1952 
■•Waugh’s French translator 
^Men at Arms 
®By Nancy Mitford, 1940 

’Cadogan Gwper presented the picture to Waugh as a gift 


To Angus Wilson ^ Hyde Park Hotel 

[21 July 1952] 

Postcard 

I have reached page 143^ & found Fortt’s Bath Olivers I see I have done you an 
injustice & that there must be some recondite significance in the brand 

E W 

'Angus Wilson (1913- ) Novelist, cnoc and biographer 

*Of Hemlock and After, Angus Wilson’s first novel Wilson replied that they had ‘some strange 
fascination for me connected with the tins and I put the name in by some compulsion’ 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

27 July [1952] 

Dearest Nancy 

I am not greatly troubled by fans nowadays Less than one a day on the average 
No sour grapes when I say they were an infernal nuisance I divide them into 

(a) Humble expressions of admiration To these a post-card saying T am 
delighted to learn that you enjoyed my book E W ’ 

(b) Impudent cnticism No answer 

(c) Bores who wish to tell me about themselves Post-card saying ‘Thank you for 
interesting letter E W ’ 

(d) Technical cntiasm eg One has made a character go to Salisbury from 
Paddington Post-card ‘Many thanks for your valuable suggestion E W ’ 

(e) Humble aspirations of would-be writers If attractive a letter of 
discouragement If unattractive a post-card 

(f) Requests from University Qubs for a lecture Pnnted refusal 

(g) Requests from Catholic Clubs for lecture Acceptance 

(h) American students of ‘Creative Writing’ who are writing theses about one & 
want one, virtually, to wnte their theses for them Printed refusal 

(0 Tourists who invite themselves to one’s house Pnnted refusal 

(1) Manusenpt sent for advice Return without comment 

I also have some post-cards with my photograph on them w’hich I send to nuns 



JULY 1952 J77 


In case of \ery impudent letters from married women I w'nte to the husband 
warning him that his wife is attempting to enter into correspondence with strange 
men 

Oh and of course 

(k) Autograph collectors no answer 

( l ) Indians & Germans asking for free copies of ones books no answer 

(m) Verj' nch Americans polite letter They are capable of bujnng too copies for 
Chnstmas presents 

I think that more or less co\ ers the field 

Love 

E 


ToNancv MitfORD Piers Court 

31 July [1952] 

Darling Nancy 

Who please is Blaise Cendrars ^' 

Also wnll you ask Col whether Fr Leopold Bruckberger is a genuine hero or no I 
have been reading his journals^ and am puzzled 
My work^ for Carol Reed is over The story got more infantile& at the same time 
more incomprehensible every day 

I went to dinner w^th [Ceal] Beaton Greatly surprised by invitation & suspiaous 
of the cause - I supposed Miss Case of New York must be the object of the party 
But no, there was no object, Beaton was just entertaining his friends & very nice 
fnends they were & very fine the entertainment 
Another little party at the Heads Dot is prepanng to be the Evita Peron of the 
English military despotism Antrim, Norwich^ & Randolph & Head shouted the 
ceiling down, telling the same stones, full of foul words, over & over again These 
people treat stones like songs They like them to be old & familiar & repetitive Each 
>n turn told the same anecdote, each louder than the last 
I met poor Frankenstein Monster* in London He is very very' balmy and it ill 
becomes his mad son to mock him 

Frankenstein believes that he is under pnvate instructions from the late King to 
solve the Ulster problem by having Pnneess Margaret declared Queen of an 
independent and united Ireland 

I have got to go & see de Valera about it next month ’ 

Got’ IS the operative word 

F sits in White’s and whenever a Duke passes he points his stick and says ^ I shall 

require joM shortly’ (fora picture of the Knights of the Garter) 

But he IS radiantly happy & pretty & thats more than can be said of me 
Maimie& Vsevolode follow' the old, almost abeyant custom, of residing together 
Without speaking Difficult without servants 
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M> Battcrsby trompe Tocil js up and looks well What do j ou think of u ? 

Children, their cousins, their friends, arc all upon me I am going [to make] a tour 
of the Bntish armies in Germany at Head’s suggestion 

After being very' hot it is cold again so all the flics from the garden arc now in the 
house 

You will not guess what the big reliquary contains in Battcrsby’s picture It is 
Campion’s rope I have re-read my forthcoming book - awfully bad But as I have 
remarked before there is no competition 

Jim Wedderburn has rc\ ivcd the Viscountcv of Dudhopc (if we had invented that 
name customers would complain) so Diana goes down one more place *’ 

Lose 

E 

'Blaise Cendrars (1887-1961) French nosclist and film director 

^One SLy to Share The French and American Journals of Ra> mond Lcopiold Bruetberper 

’Waugh said he had been n orlung on a treatment of The Mon Who Was He w rote to Peters 'The film 
as It stands is very silty - the plot all Reed, quite unintelligible and implausible 1 don’t want my name 
associated with it I don’t want to hurt Reed’s feelings by being snooty I haten’t told him cspliatly how 
bad I think the film Perhaps the best thing would be to say that they mustn’t use my name until I have 
seen the finished production They are bound to male radical changes, I think, and those mil excuse me,’ 
If this is The Man Between, Carol Reed 1953, Waugh’s name did not appear 

’Duff Cooper had been created Viscount Norwich 

’Frank Pakenham His eldest son Thomas was almost nineteen 

‘James Scrymgeour-Wedderbum (1902- ) had his claim to the Viscountcy of Dudhope allowed in 

1952, and that to the Earldom of Dundee in 1953 So Lady Diana Cooper, who had already descended 
from the precedence accorded a Duke’s daughter to that of a Viscountess, now had an older creation 
placed above her She did not care for her new title, commenting 'EscnDufforDufrCoopcrwouldhave 
been better than Norwich - belter pomdge - Man-in-thc-Moon better still ’ She is now known once 
more as Lady Diana Cooper 


To Clarissa Churchill Piers Court 

13 August [1952] 

Dearest Clarissa 

Yesterday was a sad day - gossips confirmed and your dear face smudged across 
every newspaper 

I mourn the loss of a greatly loved friend 8c wish I had been gentler at our last 
mming, ut fully concede the justice of your not confiding in me 
Can I have Mass said for your marriage», or is that impossible? 


Yours, with my love 
Evelyn 

relimnii n brought up as a Roman Catholic in a household that was not fervently 

religious On 14 August ,95a she mamed Anthony Eden, who had been divorced 
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To Nancy Mitford 
25 August [1952] 

Dearest Nancy 

A propos of your comment on the French gnef when people die I have just he; 
from Mile Caravaggio that her father has succumbed to a long & painful illness 
the age of 91 The ‘shock’ was so great that she fell down in the street injuring 1 
head 

My plot IS this A man (you might prefer to make him a woman) with a rati 
unusual name like Gregory Peck A slightly distinguished but absolutely unkno 
man such as say the libranan at the House of Lords or permanent head of 
Colomal Office - the sort of man who has never had his name in a newspaper exc 
to announce his mamage One day his wife says ‘How funny, dear, there is a n 
film actor with your name’ The actor becomes an international hero At first 
man is mildly ragged by his friends & colleagues Then his life becomes a nightma 
He books rooms for his annual holiday at Scarborough and finds the whole to 
turned out to greet him, the hotel funous when they find he is not the actor etc t 
His name comes up for a knighthood and is crossed off because it would k 
ridiculous etc Then his wife becomes fan of the actor and he finds her affectii 
vicariously alienated First ^ of book is his utter ruin Last ^ his revenge I think 
ought to become equally notonous for drugs, communism, unnatural vices etc 
that he consummates the complete ruin of his namesake They might meet m 
end, both down and out, both with their names changed, & become friends with( 
ever knowing one another Any use’ 

The late J Drummond was a poor dietary expert, no millionaire He slept ( 
because he couldnt afford an hotel 

IMPORTANT PICASSOS indeed Talk about my becoming nicer' You couk 
wnte an obscene phrase like that except to offend 

Love 

E 


To Ann Fleming Piers Cm 

I September [1952] 

Dearest Ann 

I am miserable to hear of your suffenngs I pray that your son* will m; 
everything worth while That hospital must have been beastly I only once ente: 
It when they were tortunng Hubert Duggan to death Did you see anything c 
neighbouring mother, Mrs L Kennedy?^ 

I go to London tomorrow to sign presentation copies of Nien at Arms You h 
had your sneak view but I wall send one as a souvenir Of course don’t trouble 
acknowledge it The kindest way to regard it is as the first comic turn of a Ic 
musical-hall show, put on to keep the audience quiet as they are taking their seats 
I ever finish w ntmg, and if anyone ever reads, the succession of volumes that 1 p] 



3^0 THE LETTERS OF EVELYN WAUGH 


1 

} 


to follow It, It w^ll make some sense It would be very convenient for me if it was if 
finanaal success but hardly to be expected - certainly not in Amenca No ^ ^ 
•competition here except Angus Wilson wrhose Hemlock tS After I have read thret^ ^ 
times fir think awfully clever, and am reviewing for The Month ^ ; 

Shall I go on wnting^ Why not I’ve nothing to do and letters arc quite agreeable 
in convalescence 

Freddie Lonsdale'* lunched here on Saturday, the day the papers all accused him 
of murdenng a negress He looked extremely shifty I have an aged monk also here 
When Freddie left he (monk) said ‘Is that poor man really guilty ?’ 

It is a dreary time here with all children at home Well perhaps you arc not exactly 
the person to complain to about children bemg a nuisance My sexual passion for 
my ten year old daughter® is obsessive I wonder if you’ll come to feel like this about 
your son I can’t keep my hands off her Her school report was abusive so she is 
wnting daily copies At the moment she is sprawled with her nose on the paper 
wntmg Picasso is a disgusting beast, Sartre is just an ass 

By the way I heard your [Luaan] Freud on the wireless the other evening I think 
he IS just an ass, too 

Oh, another good new book, the translation of the Claudel-Gide letters But 
perhaps you read them in French 

I went to Cambndge the other day - a dear little town Why does one not hear 
more about it ^ Much nicer than modem Oxford I went because of one of those 
upsetting changes of middle life The bootmaker I have been to for 27 years has 
fallen into sloth fi: gone out of business I was told of a Mr Thrussell who indeed 
seemed excellent While I was sitting being measured, in burst Mrs Walston (G 
Greene’s friend) bare footed She rampaged round the shop looking in boxes and 
produced a circular shoe, like the shoes horses used to wear to cut the grass ‘I have 
never seen anything so chic’ Mr Thrussell ‘That, madam, is my own shoe I regret 
to say I have a misshapen foot’ Mrs Walston, ‘You must make me a pair exactly like 
them’ Rum Didn’t your Freud’s grandad write something on the subject ® 

I went to her house where she lives with Mr Walston (m whom I discerned a 
painful physical resemblance to myself) in inelegant profusion After luncheon he 
produced one of those absurd boxes of mammoth agars which wont draw, which 
people like Korda affect, and said ‘I am not offenng you one of these, but I thought 
you would like to see them’ 

Clarissa’s apostasy has upset me more than anything that had happened since 
Kick’s [Hartington] death I cant wnte about it, or think of anything else 

An Amencan paper asked me to wnte a profile of Osbert Poverty compelled me 
to accept Though it was all love& praise it is certain to give deathless offence I was 
tempted to begin ‘When Sir Osbert’s ancestor Mr Hurt adopted the anaent 
Derbyshire name of Sitwell, he made things doubly plain by naming his son 
Sitwell Sitwell” ’* Perhaps Sir Osbert should have taken the name Hurt Hurt’ 

But 1 refrained It is a shot to keep in the locker in case he turns nasty 
Dear Ann, I love you dearly, and I pray you get well very soon 


Evelyn 
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'Caspar Fltminp (1952-75) 

‘ *Moira Shearer (1926- ) Ballenna and actress Mamed Ludo«c Kennedy in 1950 

'’Oaober 1952 

^Frederick Lonsdale (1881-1954) Plaj-sv-nght, and father of Lad) Donaldson, 

’Ntargarel 

‘Sec note 4 page 274. 

To Clarissa Eden Whtte’s 

2 September 1952 As from Stinchcombe 

Dearest Qanssa 

I am too fond of you to shirk the obvious snub ‘mind your own business’ 

I have just had a talk with Randolph who, God knows, is not to be trusted, but he 
has finally snuffed out the hope I was sheltering, that there might have been a secret 
annulment* a secret marriage in your case That was the point of the letter I wrote 
jou when I said ‘Can I have Mass said for youI take it you have in fact left the 
Church If he is wrong, please tell me-simply the word‘wrong’on a postcard But 
if he IS nght, what has it got to do with me’ 

I have not your shyness about direct questions Not very long ago I asked you 
point blank if you were a Catholic * you said that I need not worry Then as you 
must know I fell in love with you and so kept away You simply became a rare treat 
I'hich now & then came my way But I trusted in what you said and hoped that if 
JOU were senously tempted to apostasy, you would trust me by asking advice I see 
now I was WTong & blame myself because if I had simply sought your friendship I 
might have had an influence That is what I meant when I said ‘I concede the 
justice of your not confiding in me’ Now forget about me It is because of my love 
for you that I simply dont mind if you snub me or read this letter over the telephone 
Think of} ourself Thousands have died and are dying today in torture for the Faith 
you have idly thrown aside I don’t suppose you deliberately chose the vigil of the 
Assumption for your betrayal or deliberately arrived in a Catholic capital on the 
Feast But I am sure Our Lady noticed Anyway, on your jaunt in Portugal did you 
never go into a church to glance at the Emanuel style ’ When you found yourself, 
then, in the presence of Our Lord, what had you to say to him ’ You must now & then 
in an anttquere have seen a crucifix Did you never think how you were contnbuting 
to the loneliness of (Calvary by your desertion ’ 

I have no nght to preach to you, except my affection for you When you read this 
aloud to your fnends please make it clear to them that I claim no nght at all but that 

My love to you always 
Evelyn 


To Clarissa Eden Piers Court 

6 September[t952] 

Dearest Clanssa 

Don’t be alarmed I am not trying to involve you in a correspondence which 
would bore you I just w ant to clear up even'thing before the iron curtain falls and it 



382 THE LETTERS OF LVELYN WAUGH 


IS hard to do that when I am not clear what I wrote in my last letter The heading, 
White’s, should tell you that the mind was not at its bnghtest 

If I said anything to suggest that you did not admire & love & respect the man j ou 
have set up house with, I am a cad & an ass & most humbly beg your pardon 

I met Randolph at the end of a fortnight or more during which I have been deeply 
unhappy about you He seemed to claim the credentials of an ambassador (tho I 
expect It was m> fuddled nut not his that was responsible for this misconception) 
and his line was ‘What business is it of yours?’ You are not the Cardinal 
Archbishop or the Editor of The Tablet or even a cousin’ My letter from WTute’s 
was an attempt to explain why I minded 

I don’t think it presumptuous to believe that I might have influenced you, if I had 
not fallen in love We all influence each other every minute I think you were left m 
childhood with a conception of the Church as being a sort of club, from which one 
can resign at any moment if the cooking deteriorates I don’t think you saw it as a 
complete way of life As a friend I might have shown you - but I don’t like amittes 
amoitreuses with a religious flavour I can think of several fit they stink 

I am haunted by the memones of another not very distant tragedy, when I 
did give advice, disastrously An American Catholic girl mamed outside the 
Church because she was in love with a man under ofders for the front It caused 
great scandal (You haven’t heard because only those who knew you in childhood 
think of you as a Catholic) Then she was widowed, repented & was received back 
She asked me what she should have done and I said ‘If you want to commit 
adultery or fornication & can’t resist, do it, but realize what you are doing, and dont 
give the final insult of apostasy’ Well the girl followed my advice next time & was 
killed eloping So my advice isn’t, wasn’t much help 

If you had chosen a Catholic whom you could marry, I believe you would have 
marned him & gone regularly to the sacraments Surely you see that the truth of 
Chnst’s death cannot be dependent on your own convenience? 

But you are in a pickle now Apart from convenience & pleasure, honour binds 
you to the man (who, I am sure, is all you think him) whose name you’ve taken 
I shall never think unkindly of you (And I know & love Randolph too much ever 
to think better or worse of him) Please try not to think of me as a png& fanatic & 
busybody I’m not, you know 

Evelyn 


To Cyril Connolla Piers Court 

8 September [1952] 


Dear Cvni 

1 thought your review of/I frnrr/ 4r«7r excellent It isa pity you called‘Apthorpe’ 
‘ \twatcr’ throughout and credited him with two aunts (whereas it was one of my 
humdrum comic effects that he had only one) because it will make your readers 
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think 5 ou did not gl^c full attention to the book You plamlj did, and have clearlj 
defined all that I dislike in the book ‘Beer>’ is exactly nght 

The medal is not, as far as I knotv, going to play much part in the story-, nor vnll 
the pace quicken much, but all the subsidiary characters, like ‘Trimmer’& ‘Chatty- 
Comer’ & ‘de Souza’ \\ ill each ha^ e a book to himself Any-way the theme will see me 
out - that is the humanizing of Guy 

By the way the episode of a senior officer landing secretly & illicitly in a pnvate’s 
uniform did in fact occur, tho later & elsewhere 

If you ever see The Month look out for a review of mine of Hemlock Ci After And 
if, as I don’t think likely, you take in the Catholic Mother, read a review at Christmas 
of Edith Stew 

I am so delighted that y ou admired Hemingway’s Old Man [and the 5 ffl]as I did 
Apart from his skill, it is his piety & chivalry I recognize 

1 never go to London but am sometimes to be found in Bnghton which I greatly 
enjoy 

Alf Duggan is engaged to a middle aged spinster 

1 think It odd that you did not enjoy the ‘thunderbox’ inadent in what, I fully 
agree, was a dreary section 

The politicians have reduced me to near penury, but you w-ould be very w elcome 
here if you cared to share our greatly reduced comfort later in the autumn 

Love from 
Evelyn 

Ronnie Knox showed me a letter about your review I said that if he was simply 
wnting as a reader of the Sunday Times rebuking a careless contnbutor, it was all 
nght, if he was wnting as a friend defending me from calumny, I should tell him I 
thought your cntiasms sound There is a strong affinity between the two characters 
- tho Atwater was a blackguard, w hich Apthorpe was not 

Not opened by spies I had a lunanc fear I had wntten ‘Gertrude’ for ‘Edith’ 
Stein 

'Anhur Atwater is a character in fVork Suspended 


To Alfred Duggan Piers Court 

8 September 1952 

Dear Alfred 

The news of your engagement is most exhilarating My warmest congratulations 
to both Who's Who is reticent about Sir Quintm' - a happy contrast to Sir Osbert 
Sitwell 

Laura & I will be delighted to come to tea on Sunday 14th 
You know best about the need for regular employment I find three hours work m 
a day makes me so weary & so smug that I do nothing else for a week Your books are 
much too good - and. I’m glad to see, too famous - to be treated as credentials for an 
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employer If a wage is essential, I should have thought that a schoolmaster’s post 
(the only one I have ever had) was preferable to a publisher’s (which my father had, 
so I know It pretty well) You would of course be worth j£ioo a week every now & 
then to a Cinema Company when they were doings histoncal film - but that is most 
irregular work and often with rather beastly people 

Anyway one can discuss all this on Saturday, to which I greatly look forward 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

If the job IS not essential but a guarantee of good character, to hell with it 
'Sir Qumtin Hill (1889-1963), whose sister Laura mamed Alfred Duggan in 1953 


To Cyril Connolly Piers Court 

21 September 1952 

Dear Cynl 

I was sorry to learn that the wording on my gift gave you pain - ‘Keep the home 
fires burning’ to me plainly meant what you so clearly expressed in a Horizon 
‘Comment’, thanking for a Camembert cheese & saying very justly that the civilians 
had the worst of the war and further thanking you for making a delightful salon for 
men on leave, giving them a further choice than Emerald’s oven and Sybil’s 
fngidaire 

I will concentrate on the matters of fact in your Time article First I beg you to 
correct the misstatement that I lectured free I did so in England, but in Amenca I 
charged S500 and your magazine is read chiefly by Americans 

2) My brother was no hero He was a regular officer who passed through 
Sandhurst to a line regiment Without any discredit he was taken prisoner m 1918 
If I needed relations to emulate I have many others 

3) You arc all wrong on genealogy but I don’t see how this concerns Amencans 
u ho do not know the names of their grandmothers If they are curious 

(a) The Waughs are not Celts They populated Berwickshire centunes ago & 
never knew the English distinctions of squire & tenant My great great 
grandfather had no ministry in Scotland See Dictionary National 
Biography 

(b) The Morgans are of the prehistorical chieftainship of Wales & still hold 
TjUcoch Their finances were restored by the mathematiaan William 
Morgan my great great grandfather Sec Dictionary) of National Biography 

(c) There are no ‘Cockbums of Edinburgh’ My great great grandfather Henry 
Cockburn, first of Cockbum, was a Cockbum of Langton and simply took the 
apj>cIlation ‘of Edinburgh’ when made a law-lord ^ Again, sec D N B 

Rabans were ofStaflordshircyeoman stock who went to India at the end of 
eighteenth ccntur\, made a modest fortune there & bought a modest 
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Somerset propert) The last was killed in 1917 fighting in an Indian 
regiment 

(d) Herberts are not as you suggest West Country squires They hail from 
Newburj & thence Wiltshire & Wales Carnarvon descends direct from 
Pembroke My father m law was the brother of the Carnarvon ii\ho dug up 
Tutenkamen Pixton is an Ailand property which came into Herbert hands 
about 150 years ago Laura’s brother bought it for him from Porchy (senior) 
see Burke ^ None of this is of the smallest importance but if you want to write 
about It, \enfy 

[Incomplete] 

‘Henr> Gjelbum (1771-1845) was a Lord of Session, wnth the judiaal otic of Lord OKlbum He 
nes er tooL, or needed, a temtonal appellation, b\ ancestry he was a Gxdbum of Cockpen. 

^In faa Laura Waugh’s grandmother Elsie, Lady Camarson, bought Pixton in 1901 from her step¬ 
son the 5th Earl of Carnarvon, for her son Aubrey Waugh seems confused 


To Nancy Mitford Royal Crescent Hotel, 

Michaelmas [September]i9S2 Brighton 

Darling Nancy 

Laura’s annual jaunt A come-down from previous jaunts in Queen Maiy & Pla2a 
Hotel, New York But very salubnous 

I tv as asked to dinner to meet you by the Cambridge Union & refused not for lack 
of longing to see you, but from the belief we can arrange a happier rendez-vous 
when/if you come 

Two things i) I believe you keep my letters A month or so ago I wTote a nasty 
one about Clanssa Will you be very kind & bum it ^ ‘ 2) I believe Ann is in Pans 
How IS she’ Her letters are very sad. She never mentions her son Is it all nght’ 

Leave Men at Arms until y ou have read the whole of the national library I sent it 
W'lth full preliminary warnings 

Laura & I went to visit the old Belloc^ yesterday Very elaborate prearrangement 
With children and grand children I have known him quite well for nearly 20 years 
It was slightly disconcerting to be greeted with a deep bow & the words ‘ It is a great 
pleasure to make your acquaintance, sir’ 

He was greatly annoyed because ‘Nancy’ [Astor] ^ had not asked his wife, dead 
these 30 years, to a party' 33 years ago ‘Poor woman she has not grasped the 
European decencies’ 

He wore black broad cloth garnished with garbage, enormous labourers’ boots 
and an open collar I in rather smart & conventional tweeds He squinted at me for 
some time 8c said ‘We all wear exactly the same clothes nowadays" 

But he had a noble look still like an anaent fisherman in a French film 

All love 
E 

When you have time to wnte please tell me any English gossip you hear 
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If >ou stc Dominic Lines please rub in iliat he nc\er ilianlctl me for a fjo 
birthday present 8c make it sour cveust for nithholding benefactions Tfiat will 
learn him 

'll hastiot survived 
^Hilaire Iklloc died in ioS 3 

^Nanej Ijnphnme (iR7C)-i9f>4) An Amcncan she marned in iffofy \iscount Astor Unionist mp 
1919-45. the first woman to sit in the House tifC-nmtnons 


To Graham Greene Piers Omrt 

7 October [1952] 

Dear Graham 

Your letter narmed me greath Thank you very much indeed 

When do you return' It is too long since nc met 

I am just completing m\ 49th year "i ou arc just beginning yours It is the grand 
climacteric Vrhich sets the course of the rest of ones life, 1 am told It has been a year 
of lost friends for me Not by death but wear 8c tear Our friendship started rather 
late Pray God it lasts 

Please keep me scats for y our first night ' 1 \s ill clap hard 8c call ‘Author’ 

It is no good pretending I wasnt shown your letter about Chaplin in the Netr 
Statesman ^ 

If Catherine is still in Capn please gi\ c her my los c 

E 

'Graham Greene’s pla) The Living Room 

^Greene had wntten an open letter‘of welcome to one of the greatest liberals of our da>’ While on 
the Queen Elizabeth Charlie Chaplin had received a cable telling him that he would not be allowed to 
return to the United States 


To Graham Greene Piers Court 

12 November [1952] 

Dear Graham 

How very nice of you to send me the Ltttle Horse 'Bus and how clcser of you to 
wnte it' You really are the most versatile of men (next to Mgr Knox) And a play 
running in Sweden too' The Bus seems very expensive I dont think any nch 
children will be able to afford it, but the poor spend huge sums on their children I 
expect they will not resent the grammar of the opening sentence ' You see how 
jealous I am of your accomplishments 


Yours ever 
Evelyn 

' The Little Horse Bus bj Graham Greene, 1952, begins ‘Everybody for miles around Goose Lane 
used to buy their groccnes at Mr Potter’s shop ’ 
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To Alfred Duggan Piers Court 

5 December [1952] 

Dear Alfred 

Verj many thanks for Thomas Bechet I look forward eagerly to reading it & I am 
sure I shall recognize none of the 30 slips jealouslj noted by Knowles ^ 

I am off to Goa in ten dajs time I ha\c always wanted to see it & now is the time 
before it falls down, St Franas crumbles and the Hindus invade As you know I w'as 
greatly touched & proud as a peacock at being asked to be your best man I am a man 
of my word & I will come I siipposc it is quite impossible for you to postpone the 
ceremonj for a week or ten days I should dearly have liked to spend a little more 
time in Goa, but of course fnendship comes first, and it is plainly a great deal to ask 
that you should adjust }our plans for the most important event of your life, to suit 
my convenience Did you think of Billy Wicklow as a possible substitute? 

1 take It from the arrangements for a nuptial mass that Laura [Hill] has been 
received into the Church? Please gi\e her my warmest congratulations 

I dont know what you would like for a wedding present so send a small gift of 
money with my love to you both 

Evelyn 

' Alfred Duggan, Thomas Becket of Canterbury, 1952 Dom David Knowles had published The 
Epiuopol Colleagues of Archbishop Thomas Becket the j’car before 


To Alfred Duggan Piers Court 

[December 1952] 

Dear Alfred 

I will reach London on January 13th On 14th early, I will have my old tall [hat] 
ironed at Locks My coat will not button but I have a new waistcoat which will 
I shall be staying at the Hyde Park Hotel Let me know where to call for you & 
when Please coach me in the dnll I know it should be the other way about 

You must have a gold & silver coin I had a Charles ii guinea and Edward the 
Confessor id I handed them to my best man - Henry Yorke - while I changed my 
trousers and never saw them again 

Yours 

Evelyn 


To Laura Waugh Hotel Mandon, 

21 December [1952] Goa > 

Darling Laura, 

A week since we parted It seems much longer to me I think of you in your mid 
winter & wish you were here It is not nearly as hot as an Italian summer A cool 
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breeze most of the time The scenery delicious, islands & broad rivers and the ocean 
and hills Everything green & red Outside my verandah the nver full of Arab sailing 
ships from the Persian Gulf The people very soft & friendly The Government 
officials as dull as most officials m most places I went to cocktails with the Governor 
General - or rather to whisky The ladies sat in the centre of the drawing room in a 
semi circle One shook hands with each m turn & then was led away to join men on a 
verandah Like Hollywood except that the ladies got nothing to dnnk Hundreds of 
baroque churches everywhere - rather like Mexico except that all the sculpture 
instead of being ferocious is gentle & sweet 

1 met a group of pilgnms from Chittagong & told them my grandfather was 
buried there They said they would find his grave & pray for his soul 

Indians are full of compliments On my first morning as I was shaving a 
government official appeared & said ‘All the peoples of Goa are asking how you 
slept’ Only one complaint Fiendish noise m the hotel, which is still under 
construction It is impossible even to read a book But I am out most of the time 
Oh I am sorry for you in your icy house 
Hindus have all your veneration for cows 

All my love 
Evelyn 

* Waugh went to Goa for the celebration of the 400th anniversary of the death of the missionary St 
Franas Xavier (1506-52) 


To Laura Waugh Goa 

26 December [1952] 

Darling Laura & darling children, 

Thank you for your telegram of Chnstmas greetings which reached me at midday 
today I see that it was the sloth of the post-offices that delayed it I had begun to fear 
that your cold hearts were quite frozen to death 

Chnstmas was not very cheerful for me The Goanese keep it stnctly as a family 
feast and strangers are not included m their merry making which consists in 
exchanging bouquets of paper flowers and eating sweets I dined & lunched alone at 
my solitary table here surrounded by Hindus and Jews The breeze dropped for the 
day and it was oppressively hot Midnight mass at Old Goa Cathedral was a moving 
occasion, the great building crowded to suffocation with pilgrims from all over 
India & Ceylon No mistletoe or holly or yule logs or Teutonic nonsense Simple 
oncntal fcrv’our instead I feel far closer brotherhood with these people than m 
France or Dursley or Boston 

1 go to dine tonight with the Indian consul You may imagine my social 
loneliness when I say that I look forw’ard to it keenly, because he and his wife speak 
perfect English and it is a great strain talking all the time to people who know very 
little But do not think that my loneliness is painful I am happy alone so long as 
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there are new things to sec & think about and I am greatly enjoying the tnp I hope 
} ou are all having a joj ful time I think of you all, sweet family, all day long 

My fondest love to each of you severally, Laura, Teresa, Bron, Margaret, 
Hamet, James and Whats-his-name 

Evelyn 


To Laura Waugh Mysore 

5 December [January] 1953 

Darling Laura 

India IS very like Stinkers There are cows wandering in all the gardens eating the 
flowers All the lower orders call me ‘master’ which I find very familiar 

I spent a dull Sunday in Bangalore I took out two Italian Jesuits & gave them 
Chianti Goodness they did enjoy it One said ‘When I said mass this mommg I 
little thought I should be dnnking Chianti at luncheon’ I should hope not indeed 
His thoughts should be elsewhere 

I met an Englishman in the bar I said I was coming here to look at temples He 
said ‘The Hindu religion is nothing but Sex But mind you they dont look on it as 
you & I do, as something disgusting They think 11 is beautiful’ 

So today I went to Senngapatam which you will know all about from your 
histoncal studies at Albemarle House Tipu Sultans palace was just like Bnghton 
Pavnlion & made me home-sick 

Tomorrow I dnve miles & miles to see sculpture Very exhausting & expensive 
Then my plan is to go further south still to Madura & go straight from there to 
Bombay & home 

An aged babu shaved my moustaches He also took off nearly all the hair on my 
head& then took my skull in his hands & tned to crush it, then he tned to break my 
neck & pinched my arms cruelly Apparently that is all part of getting ones hair cut 
in this strange land 

The women here are all charmingly dressed and so feminine they made all 
European women seem Lesbian The men are nearly all quite grotesque The only 
dignified people are the servants 

I am afraid that I caused offence in Bangalore because an official came to greet me 
& conduct me to a palatial offiaal guest house but I found it was drj’ & moved out 
I am sorry not to be with you tomorrow burning furniture But perhaps you are 
awaj from home 

Indian hotels are very sumptuous in some ways A ‘single room’ consists of three 
rooms and a bath-room Food quite good Dnnk prohibitively expensive 


All love 
E 
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To Alfred Duggan P*crs Court 

22 January 1952 


Dear Alfred 

It was an exasperating moment when wc landed at Rome in brilliant sunshine for 
the last stage to London and were told that we could not proceed You had some 
presentiment of this disaster I think It came as a rude shock to me I was so very 
eager to see you married & so very grateful to you for postponing the wedding to suit 
my plans 

I send you again my warmest wishes I long to hear of your plans & place of 
employment ^ I was a schoolmaster once - by no means the least amusing part of 
my life 

Please give my homage to Laura Do come here with her whenever you feel 
inclined We have no central heating or presentable servants or digestible cookery 
But you will be most welcome if you can bear it 


' Duggan became archivist of the Universe, a Catholic weekly 


Yours ever 
Evelvn 


To Eric Linklater Piers Court 

22 January 1953 

My Dear Enc 

A Year of Space'^ has given me the keenest delight First - for fnendship is more 
than esteem - that you should count me among the favoured thirty to whom it is 
addressed, and secondly the delight of reading such a workmanlike and 
continuously beguiling narrative 

I had )ust finished rereading Aldous Huxley’s Pilate‘S when your present 

arrived How much wiser you are than Huxley & how much better your WTite Your 
vocabulary drove me twice to the dictionary When Huxley uses unfamiliar words I 
am incurious of their meaning 

How I admire your broad chanty which embraces Stephen Spender and the 
youth of Sydney and yet gives so truthful a picture of them that the less chantable 
shudder 

I have never had much wish to go to the Antipodes Now I know I never shall 

What a multitude of men you know & like You see your account of your year has 
filled me with envy 

May I congratulate you & your publisher on the fine dress of the book ^ I think 
there is something awfully wrong with wnters who don’t care how their books look 

I am just home from a happy Chnsmas in Goa & am settling to work without 
distractions of salmon or deer Here is a little mispnnted Chnstmas card I meant to 
send before I went to India 
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Please let me kno’w ^%hcn }ou next come South 
I have promised to preach against Tito m Glasgow m two months time 

Yours ever 
Exclyn 

’An autobiograph} b\ Enc Linllaicr, 1953 
collection of tra\ cl articles, 1926 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

18 February I1953] 

Darling Nanej 

Yes, home from India some time now Goa was heaNcn I wrote a few words 
about It for your great new fnends, Picture Post, but w hat with the black Portuguese 
telegraphist & Mr Hulton’s sub editor, they got sadly buggered Now I ha% e w ritten 
a most instructnc article no one will print ’ 

I should like to see Punch restored to splendour but I am sure y ou are nght to stay 
with the Sunday Times I think it is a first pnnciple to stay with editors and 
publishers - and shops and restaurants too - until they are beastly to one Then to 
sweep out without remonstrating Needless to say I dont observe this precept 
myself but live among brawls 

Dont ha\e anything to do with Ian Fleming’s Queen Anne Press They are 
dreadful people to deal with I dont suppose you ever got a Chnstmas book^ from 
them from me, did you’ I carefully inscribed two dozen copies & addressed the 
labels Only ten acknowledgements So I thought well people are like that nowadays 
until I met a chum or two and asked & learned they were mostly lost or astray But 
the mispnnts are so many & glaring that I am quite glad And the wood engravings 
by a protege [Reynolds Stone] of Betjeman’s dull as be damned 

Your last article on Pans had an awful howler ‘Each’ used in the plural You 
really must take care now you are doing a work of scholarship ^ But I was delighted 
to read that Col has grown a beard No wonder the Director of the Wallace 
Collection ^ wished to kiss him elsew here than on the face 

I have had a lovely fortnight making illustrations for a bnght young short story ^ 
I thinkjn your country they call the work ‘collages’’ I mean cutting out bits of 
pnnts& sticking them together & drawing on them with black & white & changing all 
the expressions as Lord Berners used to do When I am paralysed I shall do nothing 
else 

I have gone stone deaf in one ear which makes all social intercourse impossible I 
am stupefied in the presence of more than two people Still perfectly all right tete a 
tete 

Surely ‘vivant’ means ‘debauchee’’ Could you not legitimately call Falstaff a 
‘bon vivant’ ’ 

After Goa I made a swift tour of the temples of South India Fasanating & 
exhilarating All the lovely sculpture that looks so odd in museums suddenly 
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looking appropnatc The Indians arc much more servile than most foreigners I can 
only bear intimacy really & after that formality or servility The horrible thing is 
familiarity 

At the railway stations the notice ‘Gentlemens Waiting Room’ has, since the 
Mountbatten retreat®, had ‘Gentle’ painted out and ‘Upper Class’ substituted 
The famous filthy sculpture of South India is all the invention of poor blind 
Aldous-Huxley 

The Tito tease^ is the greatest fun to the participants We arc uniformly 
victorious No one else bothers about it, of course, but it is all cabled to him 1 
believe, and Mr Eden is said to fret in his bed 

I have had tcmble letters from an earnest papist saying how can I praise your 
books when you make your hero make a sacrilegious communion Do I praise your 
books? 

My daughter, Margaret, at school in the centre of the storm hav oc, w rote ‘There 
was such a wind the other night that a tree was blown down near the chapel’ 

All love 
Evelyn 

‘‘Goa the home of a Saint’ was eventuallj published in The Month, December 1953 
‘’■The Holy Places 

’Madame de Pompadour, 1953, her first biography 

*Sir James Mann (1897-1962) Director ofthe Wallace Gillcction from 1946 
’Waugh adapted engravings for Lote Among the Rums, 1953 He printed ‘A Canova et E Waugh 
fecerunt' on the frontispiece but also wrote ‘With decorations by sTinous eminent hands including the 
authors ’ 

‘Lord Mountbatten was Viceroy when India became independent in 1947 

’Marshal Tito, President of Yugoslavia, was to arrive in England in March and be welcomed by Prince 
Philip, Churchill and Eden Waugh vrrote letters of protest to the Sfsectator, the Neip Statesman and The 
Times When Bulganin and Khrushchev came to London in 1956 Waugh wrote to Peters *1 could wnie 
an article (not for the Express group) giving reasons why Russian \ isit is not comparable to Tito’s ic in 
that case an imposture was being attempted on the British public by representing Tito as a gallant ally 
when in fact he had been a treacherous enemy and as a liberal statesman w hen he was in fact a doctrinaire 
Marxist persecuting the Church in a way of which the general public were Lept ignorant The Russians 
are open enemies and there is nothing unchivalrous about eating with enemies ’ 


To Margaret Waugh Piers Court 

19 Febrviary [1953] 

Darling Margaret 

I am glad (and surpnsed) to hear that you were not washed away in the great 
storm Birchington & Ramsgate both seem to have suffered You must swim very 
well to have escaped Were most of the other girls drowned ? 

I saw Lord Antrim setting off to Westgate to search for his daughter’s body Did 
you see him? 

I am glad you are learning Chinese The ideograms should be written with a 
brush In old China calligraphy was regarded as one of the highest of the Arts 
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Your mother has pi\ cn up almost all her pleasures for Lent & looks \ er} proud & 
sad I ha%e gi\en up sleeping draughts 

Last Sundaj I \\cnt to see Bodiam Castle* - onK just a rum \er) fine& lonelj 
standing in swamp and snow I went to another castle ncarbj called Sissinghurst ^ 
That is quite ruined except for five or six separate towers It is inhabited and the 
drawing-room is in one tower & dining-room in another and the bedrooms & 
bathrooms all far apart in other towers Very prettv but inconvenient in the ram &. 
snow 

Here is a picture of a Chinese ladv for you 1 1 is painted on nee-paper & w ill fall to 
pieces at the gentlest touch So I shall not think ill of \ ou if it docs not surv iv e long 
But It is a pretty picture 100 y cars old I should like you to be able to paint as well as 
this 


Pious Hatty has given up rum & cigars for Lent 

'Sta\ing with Ladv Curzon and Alfred and Laura Duggan 
^Homcof Sir Harold Nicolson and V Sackville-W cst 


To Nancy Mitford 
[February 1953] 

Darling Nancy 

On no account a novel A popular life like Strachey’s Queen Victoria^ to be 
enjoyed by Honks & Pam Berry Plenty of penod preraness Write for the sort of 
reader who knows Louis xv furniture when she sees it but thinks Louis x\ w'as son 
of xiv and had his head cut off There is no limit to the amount of knowledge j'oh 
must have The question is how much to impart Aldous Huxley fails in this matter 
of taste, particularly in Devils ofLoudun, he cant resist giving irrelevant information 
But I am sure your artistic taste w ont fail you 

I wnte from memory', but I thmk it is fair to say Mme de Pompadour’s influence 
in politics was disastrous The defeats of 1759 were her defeats But I daresay 
historians have changed their views since I stopped studying 

As far as I remember, the Parlements were King’s Courts like our royal courts 
temp Henry ii, designed to break the power of the feudal courts By Louis x\ time 
I think the feudal courts had not much more power than English J P s All authority 
in theory emanated from the throne, but the parlements soon became practically 
hereditary themselves The noblesse de la robe, (from whom incidentally most of 
the best Jansemsts came), were a group of wealthy & learned families who shared out 
the legal appointments among themselves But Tocqueville will tell you all this, I 
am sure 

Strachey, inQV knew all the politics of the reign mside out and just drew on his 
knowledge here and there when it was necessary for his portrait It is like the 


All my love 
Papa 


Piers Court 
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knowledge of anatomy that is necessary for drawing a clothed figure - but I suppose 
with your views of art you wont admit that it is necessary 

I imagine Mme de P as Phillis de Janze Phillis did too I think 

Love 

E 


To Randolph Churchill Piers Court 

13 March 1953 

Postcard 

Thank you for sending me your interesting review of Tito Speaks ^ 

I note she has cost us three aircraft already 

I wonder what relation ‘Reg’ Butler, ^ the notonous sculptor is to the politician 
The smaller Liddell & Scott does not support your denvation of nopyri [pome] 

'Bj VladiinirDcdi)er, 1953 Marshal Tito came to Britain as a guest of HMO for five da>son 16 March 
1953 When Fitzroy Maclean remonstrated with Waugh in 1944 for referring to Tito as a woman, he 
replied, ‘Her face is pretty, but her legs are very thick ’ Evelyn Waugh and His World p 151 

^Reginald Butler (1913- ) He won first prize in an intemaoonal competition for The Unknonm 
Political Prisoner 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

14 March [1953] 

Darling Nancy 

The Tito tease has turned out a great tease for me All my time & energies in the 
last month seem to have been spent on it - genuine public spirit fatally combined 
with the Itch to have the last word Last week I went all the way to Glasgow to 
address 4000 or less Irish Catholics The Duke of Norfolk has been prodded into 
action to present a remonstrance Everyone, whether pro or anti Tito is sickened by 
this first excursion of Clanssa into public life The London police say they cant 
protect him unless his residence is kept secret, his engagements not announced, a 
bullet-proof car provided for him, even then they fear assassination Apart from the 
Duke of Norfolk and whatever gunmen the Russians send, there are 5,000 Yugoslav 
refugees in the country, all with scores to settle So what with one thing and another 
Clanssa is unpopular and has announced that with bnlliant onginality she will paint 
the intenor of Stafford House (now called ‘Lancaster’ Why^) ‘broken white’, in a 
desperate bid to regain the confidence of the party 

The Glasgow visit was very exhausting I suppose I am a very bad guest I always 
complain loudly if I am not offered enough to drink In Glasgow their one aim 
seemed to be to intoxicate me Great goblets of neat whisky thrust into ones hand 
every ten minutes And I resented that too 
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I am becoming a Russian Impenahst, a reaction to the politicians What is wrong 
IS not Russia but Communism Our policy is to bnbe all the small states to remain 
communist but quarrel \Mth Russia If thej are going to be communist its much 
better Russia should rule them Great Empires never seek n ar, all their energies are 
taken up in administration Our troubles no\v come from Clemenceau destroying 
the Austro-Hunganan Empire The one certain i\ay to start Third War is to 
establish half a dozen independent atheist police states, full of fatuous nationalism & 
power hunger 

Did I tell >ou that Robin Campbell has abandoned painting & now composes 
music 

I went to see the apotheosis of Art-nonsense - the International Competition for 
a statue of an Unknown Political Pnsoner Were the pnze winners illustrated in 
your press' Scottie Wilson is a Velasquez beside them 

Randolph has become an angelic character - hugely fat & jolly I am sure it was 
that periodic banting which destroj ed his charm He has a wonderful new idea for a 
book - English Country Houses ‘Which, Randolph^’ ‘Well I thought Longleat, 
Chatsworth, Blenheim etc’ ‘But haven’t they been done rather fully ^ And what do 
>ou know of architecture, genealogy' or decoration'” ‘Oh, its going to be a popular 
book’ 2 Bless him 


Lo\c to [Hon'] Mme de Pompadour 
Evelj n 

Simon Elwes sent out an invitation R S V P The Private Secretary 
'Not true 

^Randolph Churchill, Fifteen Famous English Homes, 1954- 

) 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

[March 1953] 

Darling 

I am very sorry indeed to hear of your American difficulty' ' The same thing 
happened to me - they just pnnted a few copies of Handful of Dust, sent out none 
for review, and let it flop - but at that time I didn’t sell any copies in Amenca 
anyway But in your position this could be disastrous I am sure Peters is doing all 
he can to rectify his mistake, but it is a very grave mistake indeed 

It has been a'lovely week for Art lovers - first Reg’s Folly and then Piccasso’s 
eikon of Stalin 

Jesuits It all depends whether you are treating Pomp[adour] purely as a figure of 
before the deluge or as a symbol of the coming disasters The expulsion of the 
Jesuits at the height of their theological triumphs ov er Jansenism and Quietism, w as 
the first great victory of the Free Masons who were to bedetil Europe & the 
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Americas for 150 years or more You’ll have to go into Masonry seriously I think 
No good asking Norwich He wont blab even when tight As Pomp is your magnum 
opus would It be worth while pausing & interpolating a hasty novel to finish your 
contract with your American publisher 

You could even hire a ghost to produce something unpublishable That would 
liberate you 

Tito’s visit has been an undisguised fiasco It has really been a very happy week 

Reg’s statue has been taken up in Parliament His defender - Sir Leslie Plummer, 
the man who cost us £80,000,000 in ground nuts, who you would have thought 
would have changed his name and gone to Tasmania ^ 

One can get posterity ink^ - quite black The trouble is you have to wash your 
fountain pen every two days Would it help your poor failing eyes 

I am quite deaf now Such a comfort 

I hope you will publish a £3 3 edition of Pomp with fine illustrations Those, 
incidentally, are the hot cakes today 

Honks IS starving at Tnng I expect you knew we have )ust killed a sheep and 
gorge 

I long to see your parterre I may be going to Honks at the end of April But you’ll 
be at Versailles^ 


Love 

E 

'Peters told Nancy Milford’s Amencan publisher that she was changing to another firm when she was 
still contracted to give them one more book. ‘I fear he will rum poor Pomp, now out of spite,’ 

^Sir Leslie Plummer (1901-63) Labour MP from 1951, ChauTnan of the Overseas Food Corporation 
1947-50 

'Nancy Mitford had written 'Oh your ink is so pale Poor posterity ’ 


To Graham Greene « Piers Giurt 

[31 March 1953] 

Postcard 

Thanks awfully for The ConfidenUal Agent It wasn’t one of my favountes when it 
- came outbutifindwhcnl reread you new excellences appear on every page & I shall 
fall on It eagerly when I resume secular reading after Holy Week At the moment I 
Confine myself to the ‘Horror Flat’ in the Daily Mail and The Man on the Donkey ' 
^ ou shouldn’t ha\c torn up that cheque ^ When I had a play once I was greatly out 
of pocket through hchcving I got scats free at the theatre 


E 

^ I*rc*»con The Alan on a Donhey^ *95^ 

q’a>mcnt from \\auph for ticlcis for The LntngRoom, Greene’s first plaj, which opened on 16 Apnl 
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To Ann Fleming Piers Court 

Easter Tuesday 
[7Apnl] 1953 

Dearest Ann 

Welcome home to you both You have been sadly missed I am delighted to learn 
that White QifFs i survived the great storm I supposed it totally destroyed 

I go to Pans (Golden Arrow) on 17th on the way to Chateau de St Firmin If you 
have a minute ofiF from the Spnng collections do let us meet I long to see you I am 
too deaf for social life but perfectly sound tete a tete 

Miss Hepburn^ is temfying in her ugliness We stayed in the same hotel in 
Bnghton last year Her face \\as then mottled brown & yellow in huge irregular 
patches like a arcus pony 

Graham Greene’s life is as mystenous to me as to you Ivor Perry etc must be 
Mrs Walston’s choice, I am sure She found him very lonely and morose & thought 
It her duty to enliven him with new acquaintances Indeed it is thanks to her that I 
have seen so much more of him during the last three years 

Surely you cannot have a telephone exchange at the Tate Gallery ^ It is full at 
the moment of preposterous objeas called prisoners of war You have missed a heap 
of artistic fun This exhibition the chief [of] them When I saw the English selection 
Six months ago I thought ‘This is the end of modem art God be praised’ But the 
result has been odder than that There is now an ideologic division ‘Abstract Art’is 
Tory, Capitalist, Boui^eois etc ‘Realistic Art’ is communist, proletanan, 
progressive etc Robin Campbell in despair has abandoned painting and now 
composes music 

The other treat was Picasso’s eikon of Stalin, published by Aragon and 
denounced by L’Humamte ^ 

I have bought an exquisite Augustus Egg since I saw you last 

The news from Ye Oaken Cottage is welcome ® It will be a happy day for us who 
love him when Cynl is emanapated At present I gather he is under the illusion 
that he is the reincarnation of Colendge I heard a good old story of him last week 
Someone met him about six months ago and he, Cynl, said. ‘People think I have no 
sense of loyalty & honour I admit that now & then poverty has obliged me to do 
things I regret But I have some standards of decency I was offered a large sum of 
money by a Sunday newspaper to wnte personal revelations of two friends who had 
become notonous One with a wife & children in this country Of course I refused 
tvith disgust That at least I could not sink to’ This was a fortraght before the 
appearance of the Burgess-Maclean articles ’ 

1 have had a tedious time since I returned from India (which was heaven) 
engaged in teasing Tito It was fun at first but soon palled It has been a sharp lesson 
to me never again to wnte to the newspapers about anything 

In two months time you will receive a pretty copy of a silly little story® of mine - 
the one Ian saw, slightly embellished 

Please ask Ian to look up the file at Queen Anne’s Press about the second issue of 
Holy Places and, when he has a moment to spare, to stir them to action 
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Mr Alfred Duggan is happily mamed & fully employed Lady Curzon is 
behaving rather well 

Laura )oins me in love for you 

Evelyn 

'White Cliffs, near Dover, had been bought by Ian Fleming from Noel Coward 
^Katharine Hepburn (1909- ) Actress 

’Viscount Wimbome (1903-67) 

’Lord Brownlow Ann Fleming had written of meeting Greene in Jamaica, ‘Can he like such people’ 
Is he living in sin’ Is he tortured? He remained remote from all, totally polite and holding the cocktail 
shaker as a kind of defensive weapon ’ 

’Louis Aragon (1897- ) as editor of Lts Lettres frartfaises published the drawing which was 
denounced by the French communists 

KZynl Connolly had been bitten twice by Barbara Connolly’s female coati Her comment had been 
‘This house is full of unsatisfied women ’ 

’Collected as The Misstng Diplomats, 1952 
*Love Among the Ruins 


To Nancy Mitford 
[1953] 

Darling Nancy 

It IS shocking that you have taken employment under Lulu ^ rather than enjoy the 
social conditions you have stnven so hard to create in your own country You were 
full of patriotic claptrap when it meant the destruction of Italy & Central Europe 
Now that It means paying taxes in order to establish your egahtanan world, you 
prefer to write advertisements for poppy seeds or whatever it is that earns you 
French nationality You cannot conceive how much I despise you 

I long to see you however But I dont come to London any more B Bennett like 
all jaggers turned on his master so that I no longer care to patronize the Hyde Park 
Hotel & all other hotels are full of industrial crooks going to exhibitions Will you 
not spare a few nights to come here’ Surely the seedsmen & the film studio neither 
work at Whitsun Yo'u know the disadvantages of coming here but it would be a 
great treat to us if you could bear it 

Hatt j has become the despair of all Would you like to take her to Pans with you ’ 
She wont eat Well I cant blame [her but she] wont let either of two quite pretty 
nursery maids touch her which is less excusable She yells In her rare moments of 
self-command she is extremely droll Do adopt her 

S\kes has been here for Sundav Camilla was sick His son Mark is being expelled 
from school We too have a ham Nothing else Bet you cant read this The trouble 
IS that 1 brought this writing paper in Hollywood & ink runs on it so I have to use a 
kind ofsiylo 

It IS all \orkc’s fault No one wrote about the poor before him Greek thought 
defined tragedy as dealing with people of the highest rank only In Shakespeare the 
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lov, born are alwajs buffoons Connollj thinks I spoke of Ljs when I spoke of 
Loutit^ It IS all too difficult 

If Auberon Herbert marries Elizabeth Cavendish wall my love for Debo be 
incestuous'^ 

I hear ghastl> accounts of Antnm 

This paper is called ‘Greylawn Baronial Letter Sheets’ How does Connolh hke 
that^ 

I have lost all interest in book-collecting 

Love to Mark ® 

Love Come soon 
Evelj n 

'Waugh’s name for Louise dc Vilmonn, hence also for Vilmonn, the French seed and plant firm 

^MarLSjVes(i937- ) Transferred from Elton to Downside. 

^Janetta Woollej 

'Waugh’s brothcr-in-law did not marr) the Duchess of Desonshire’s sister-in-law 

’MarV. Ogilvie-Grant 


To Christopher Sykes Piers Court 

to April [1953] 

My Dear Chnstopher 

Please convey to your son m} warmest congratulations on his resuming his 
Christian education which was so rudely interrupted I am sure that St Henry in 
heaven constantly prays for the rescue of the unhappy Imle victims of his perverted 
foundation, and that he is to be thanked for this tnumph of Grace 
Did the boy get a leaving book ^' If not I will repair the omission 
I hope he will come under the influence of Father Aelred Watkin 
I was glad also to learn that your brother Daniel ^ made his blaster devotions at 
Ampleforth with exemplary fervour 

You should have made the full Wednesday-Sunday stay at Downside You would 
have seen Abbot Lucius^ fall dead singing a ribald song and also met a convert man 
of letters'* whose wife threw first his children & then herself out of a window 
I sought you in White’s on Tuesday but found only Berners 
I see your forthcommg book announced as ‘Two studies ’ Did Lady 
Chrysanthemum Paget lose her virtue ^ * 

Your pretty young wife proposed herself to luncheon some months ago We 
awaited her daily Now the visit must be postponed until May when peace will be 

reestablished 

I go to Graham Greene’s fourth first night on 16th. If you and p y w are there, 
pray dine with Laura & me afterwards 

My cousin Agnes [Holmes] sends you her love (the lodging-house keeper of 

Stratton-on-the-Fosse) 
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Lord Rc\ctsu»kc, whom I hti\L nt\tr nici, Ucps stndin}: mt 
letters Odd' 


ahusjvt & illiterate 


"'i ours aHcc 
1 W aviph 


PS 1 ha\c been clceicd an hononr\ Grepornn ' \\ Int is the tie' 1 must assume it 
as soon as 1 am out of mourning 


cs, he rccciscd ihc irachtinnst partinp pift ftom llic ^cliool 
-Daniel S>Vcs {u)it>-fi7) An interior decorator 
’Abbot Lucius Graham died durinp dinner 
’Milton Waldman, histoncal wnter 

^SiVc'.'s Ttro SiuJifs in Lir/ur(i95i) wasonpmalU planned to inilin'c l-id> MuncU’aett 
'Societj of Old Downside bins 


To Graham Grffne The Travellers’, 

21 Aprtl [1053] 25 Avenue dcs Champs-Llvse-cs, 

Pans 

M> Dear Graham 

The plas held me breathless Your hospitahtj before & during the performance 
dulled my old nut a bit and I must return in sen told blood to enjoj much that 1 
missed All I was able to realize was that jouhnd written a first class pla\ & had been 
well advised in j our choice of performers (c\ccpt perhaps the pnest - but no one can 
act pnests) ‘ 

My warmest thanks & congratulations There is a heat wave here I am unsuiiablv 
dressed & feel swollen footed 

Do come & vistt me whenev cr it suits } ou 1 don’t mean here - in England 

Messrs Mortimer & Sacksillc-Wcst after the show were most enthusiastic We 
vied in your praises 

Yours ever affcctionatclv 
Ev clvn 

‘ The Living Room was a success Dorothj Twin made her name, Fric Penman pta) cd ihc pnest, and a 
lavatorj was heard, but not seen 


To Father Aelred Watkin* Piers Court 

1 May [1953] 

Dear Fr Aelred 

1 am very sorry to say that my publisher docs not think that jour mother’s 
charming memoir constitutes a publishable book He will be writing to tell her so 
shortly He let rne read the manuscript and I am bound to saj that I agree with him, 
though the tale is of haunting beauty & pathos The character of Mmc de Noailles is 
fascinating I had the feeling that much more could have been made of your 
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grandfather Perhaps pietas forbade it His conversion alone is so odd & 
unexplained Have >ou e\er thought of rewnting it yoursclP It needs so little to 
make it a work of the highest interest 

Alternatively, whj does your mother not send it to Fr Caraman for publication as 
It stands in The Month^ 

Your mother writes charminglj but there is a lack of orderly structure which, in a 
veiy small book, is essential The Msual scene is not alw'ays prease Jalabert^ etc 
need re\n\nfjing with a little research into their studios I was unable to see the 
Yorkshire^ house as I wished The storj falls between an autobiography of your 
mother & a biography of your grandmother in places These are a few of the defects 
which I think could easilj be altered by a male hand 

I read the manuscnpt aloud to Lady Diana Cooper (a good judge) who was 
fasanated but, like me, a little frustrated by it 

Yours very sincerely, 

Evelyn Waugh 

‘Dorn AclrcdWailan (1918- ) Headmaster of Downside 1962-75 Sec note 1, page 461 
^Charies-Franifois Jalabcrt (1819-1901) Painted Father Watkin’s grandmother in Pans 
’Mistake for Norfolk 


To Alfred Duggan Piers Court 

7 May [1953] 


Dear Alfred 


I am greatly relieved by your letter I feared that you had unearthed in the arcana 
of the Universe some damning evidence against me * 

1 am very sorry to hear that your mother has had to undergo an operation I did 
not see the announcement I hope the burglars did not despoil Bodiam of all its 
treasures 


Much as I delight in Lady for Ransome, I shant be able to lecture on it in Buenos 
Aires When I heard that they had destroyed their Jockey Club, I cancelled my 
lectures ^ 

The Coronation is indeed a great affliction In our case particularly bitter 
Having just got all the children off to school we expect them back in a few days, each 
with a schoolfellow whose parents hve abroad 
What a good idea to hve m Hastings 


Love from 
Evelyn 


Your seconder at St James’s, besides Lyttelton is Gabriels husband Alick Dm He 
as attested that he has known you intimately for ten years Please dont expose him 


Duggan had inscribed his latest book. The Lady for Ransom, ‘Wth the compliments of the author’, 
''bich Waugh found cold 

ibcse lectures had been going on for six months Waugh suggested ‘Catholicism in England 
special reference to Catholic writers’, to be paid for by 'pocket money, wine and cigars’ They 
*nted several lectures and too much travelling 


402 THE LETTERS OF EVELYN WAUGH 


To Margaret Waugh [P>crs Court ] 

Whit Sunday [24 May] 1953 

My Darling Margaret 

Your last letter was a disgrace in man) ways but 1 am not going to scold you at a 
distance We will talk about it this time next week 

Meanwhile believe me I am ver) unhappy that you should be unhappy I will try 
& find you another school That will perhaps give you a new interest m school life 
I have given permission for you & Hatty to come back for the Coronation though 
this will mean a great deal of extra w'ork here particularly for your mother who may 
have to go to London to meet you I consider it very la/y of the nuns to have a 
holiday at all The monks at Downside are more conscientious The Ascot nuns arc 
as lazy as yours Teresa will be here with Annabel Hennessy ’ 

When we meet you must tell me whether y ou arc really unhappy or merely gi\ ing 
w'ay toasilly mood 1 loveyou& will not let you be really unhapp^ ifl can prevent it 
I had to go to London last week The decorations arc hideous, common and 
feeble Perhaps they will be prettv at night when lit up By dav they arc beastly 
I went yesterday to look at a school at Lechladc for you It seemed less attractive 
than Les Oiseaux 

I really am very worried you should be unhappy, darling little girl ^ 

All my lov c 
Papa 

‘Annabel Hcnness> (1937- ) Mamed Ian Chisholm in 1963 A school fnend of Teresa’s 

^Margaret stayed at home and was taught by Waugh for the rest of the term Then she and Hamct 
were sent to St Mary’s Convent, AscoL 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

30 May [1953] 

Darling Nancy 

I dont believe I have wntten to you since our day at Versailles I did enjoy that It 
began my recuperation which was nearly completed by a day in bed overlooking the 
garden quad at the Ritz Then the Norwiches returned & I have not been quite w'ell 
since Norwich was clearly heading for a breakdowm Poor Diana was morbidly 
restless and irascible It is very odd her coming here for the Coronation All the 
letters I get from London are wntten in despair I spent a day there to sign the 
copies of my silly little story & took a cab down the mam streets to see the 
decorations They were abominable The politicians have contnved to be both 
common & feeble in a unique degree ‘ 

Dear dotty Debo tells me you are making her learn to read Is that kind ^ 

I read long articles about French politics Pray tell me why I never see Col’s name 
mentioned^ I think he is pulling your leg when he tells you that he is a leading 
pohtiaan 

Even here the coronation has its horrors I am giving a garden party to the 
Dursley Dramatic Society whose president I have been for 15 years without ever 
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meeting one of them The Stinchcombe Silver band imU pla> throughout the 
afternoon My fear is that they will think ‘5 30-7 30’ means they arc expected to stay 
two hours There is not a single flower in the garden & the lawn-mower has 
developed engine trouble I have asked the Vicar too Oh God Also I have all my 
daughters (& vanous fnends of theirs whose parents live in Africa) on my hands 
again We have killed a sheep & w'lll eat roast mutton at ever)' meal I have Susan 
Mary ^ coming, which is nice for us - Gloucester Cathedral, Stanway, Stratford-on- 
Avon I think you should go to New York All I hate about it - the hot rooms, 
geniality etc you would enjo) 

I always knew you were a Communist ^ I do wish McCarthy would start his good 
Work here on the Mountbattcns and Day Lewis Poor Frank Pakenham’s book'* is 
falling flat They can’t get an) one to review it because everyone loves him too much 
I do hope your diagnosis of Diana* is correct I feared real barminess 

I wish you had said you liked the illustrations of Love Among The Rums 
Perhaps you didn’t 

I visited the Jungman sisters Their condition of destitution & pnvation though 
senous, has been greatly exaggerated Very pretty little cottage, clean & sweet 
smelhng, two sorts of jam (Tiptree) hot scones, plum cake, Chma tea, lilies-of-the- 
valley 

J MacDougall is an Oxford chum who is now head of Chapman & Hall The 
dedication® is a httle joke on account of his now occupying my late father’s chair 
Nostn’ may have foxed you In that sense it means ‘in our days’ 

H.Buchanan has been most dislo)'al about Love Among The Rums McCarthy will 
get him soon if he doesnt watch out 

Love 

g 

‘Lord Ecdes was Minister of Worts 

^Susan Mar> Patten Waugh met her m a Rolls Royce and wore white uc and decoranons for 
dmner Then he said she would male a speech ‘Mrs Patten was in Westminster Abbey watching the 
Queen’s bege lords drop to one Lnee as they rendered homage to her ’ She had not been in the Abbey but 
nianaged wrth what she had seen on television 

*Nancy had written ‘TTiq wanted me to go to America with The Ltttle Hut but I said I was a 
Communist before the war and that made it quite all nght not to go Wasn’t it a brainwave. Prod thought 
of It ’ 

*Bom to Believe, an autobiography, 1953 

‘Nancy Mitford had desenbed Lady Diana Cooper as ‘worried out of her mind’ 

‘Johanni McDougall 
Ami CO 

Qu. nostn sedet in 
loco parentis 


To Graham Greene Piers Court 

5 June[1953] 

Dear Graham 

My greetings to you in Albany You & Mr Pnestly & Miss Sterne ‘ should have 
some profound talks in the rope w'alk. 
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M\ great thanks for The Living Room I bought a copy & have read it with close 
attention rein mg the excitement of the first night The suiade is much more real to 
me nov, In mj champagne-dulled mind I got the impression that the young lady 
took n\o pills & fell dead like Goenng 

I am dazzled but not a bit surpnsed by your mastery of your new art 
Ma> I make one criticism The old ladies did not seem to mg Catholic Of course 
the Church abounds m dotty & disagreeable spinsters, but I thought that pair much 
more like Chnstian Scientists or members of some odd sect The atmosphere was 
more that of Strindberg or Ibsen Is it possible that >ou conceived of them as 
protestant & then thought it would be rather unsporting to hold up protestants to 
odium & contempt' I don’t see how one could be a Catholic, however dotty, and 
nurse that fear of death 

Loze among the Ruins was a bn of nonsense begun 3 years ago & hastily finished & 
miudiaouslj published But I don’t think it quite as bad as most reviewers do 

Love from 
Evelyn 

’ProbabU G B Stem (1890-1973) Novelist and Hollywood senpt wnter 


To Christopher Sykes Piers Court 

[II June 1953] 

Postcard 

Did the w cll-choscn, perfectl} spelt words m the Pryce-Jones Gazette fall from your 
golden pen'* If so pray accept my thanks I have been much upset by violent & 
inaccurate abuse m the Beaverbrook press and it is balm where balm was needed, to 
read the Literary Supplement I passed through London yesterday No sign of 
Qucnncll but [Alastair] Forbes htcranly e\ cry where 

E 

’Chnuopher S>V.cs had wntten a fnendly review of Love Among the Rums in The Times Literary 
SuppUmen edited 1948-59 b) Alan Prjcc-Joncs 


1 o Randolph Churchill 
4jub t9S3 


Piers Court 


Dear Randolph 

1 do not think vou have chosen a subject' well suited to % our genius You have no 
appreciation of architeaural beauty or of the paintings & decorations & treasures 
which enhance it 

rVe only famiK with whose history I have an\ familiarity is the Herberts and I 

have supplied a few corrections to your account of them 
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I do not kno^\ v hat reader j ou seek to interest Certainl) not the speaahst or the 
amateur 

ForgiNc mj bluntness This is not jour proper work You need hot, whiskj- 
ladcn, contemporarj breath, the telephone, the latest gossip, the tang of the New 
World, to bring out what is In clj in j ou Historj & Culture are for gentler creatures 
It IS most kind of ) ou to in\ ite me to > our new home If mj preceding comments 
ha\e not caused deathless olTcncc, I will come with great pleasure Would earlj 
August be suitable' 

Momo [Mamott] gase me the best dinner I c\cr ate on the evening of Lord 
Kinross’s partj The companj later was vaned, distinguished, gay, elderly The 
onlj undesirable intellectual I saw was Henrj Yorke 

Mj regards to June s. mj condolences at the shame she must feel at seeing her 
daughter’s photograph in the papers 


'Fifteen Famous English Homes 


Yours ever affectionately 
Evelyn 


To Christopher Sykes ^ 

[6Julj 1953] 

Postcard 

I don’t know this Quennell personally I am told he is a very deserving young man 
w ith a ginger beard and one leg He lost the other parachuting into France with Basil 
Bennett Were you at pauper’s partj ' A great number of people w'cre there such as 
General Sir J Mamott,' Lord Fanngdon, T Dnberg and all that set Next day I 
saw the most extraordinarj' man named syl\ester2 and cannot get him out of my 
dreams night or day Ho was an art-cntic & looked like an American soldier of the 
oiost alarming kind 

'Major General Sir John Marriott, bom in 1895 Served in Middle East 1940-2, when his house in 
Cairo was a social centre for, among others, Waugh and Chnstopher Sjkes 

^David Sylvester, the art critic At this time he used to wear a US army combat jacket bought at a 
surplus store in Pans 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

8 July [1953] 

Harhng Nancy 

You do not understand the meaning of the word ‘eke’ It means to make 
something last longer by adding something else to iL Eg eke out butter with 
'tiarganne When you write ‘I might as well eke out the month in London as 
anywhere else’, jou commit a gross vulgarism But I am glad you are coming to 
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England to polish up your English You may fall into poor Harolds' pit of having no 
language Of course we will meet You would be very welcome here if you can bear a 
host of children I have no summer plans, have been in a lethargy, no work done & 
publisher fretting Soon I must concentrate if I still can 

Susan Mary was a tough & appreciative little guest on whom I spend great trouble 
& money She enjoyed herself no end 

I do congratulate you on having finished your work Mine is all before me 
Old Dnberg came here last Sunday, very fat& sinister & gave me a repulsive book 
he has wntten in praise of himself named (believe it or not) The Best of Both 
Worlds Much worse than Pakenham’s 

Patnck Balfour gave a party last week - real old Bohemia & everywhere I moved I 
found rakes & wantons of the 20s gravely discussing child welfare & education 
I am sorry but not surpnsed to learn that your campaign to teach Debo to read 
has come to nothing I am engaged on the same task with my daughter Margaret 
They should be caught young 

I forget, are you obsessed by Ruskin as I am ^ There is a beautiful little book of his 
last (unpublished hitherto) love letters, just out 

You should safeguard your investments with Cpl HilF by forbidding his 
assistant from advising customers not to buy books He is doing this with my last 
novelette Great cheek and bad business 


Love from 
Evelyn 

'Acton 

^Nancy Mitford had put £3,000 into Heywood HiU’s bookshop in 1945 


To Randolph Churchill Piers Court 

21 July 1953 

Postcard 


I have just learned the alarming news that Norwich is to be of your party next 
Sunday Please believe that it is not only fear of infection that makes me ask you to 
excuse me I find him so impolite that I really can’t sit at table with him 

May we revert to our onginal plan - an outing for Bron & Winston & bnng them 
together after the 19th August 


To Randolph Churchill 

27 July [1953] 


Piers Court 


Dear Randolph 

except for h,s e„ohan„„g »,fo uTanyTre'ttrof 
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tolerating me M) last MSit to him \\ as the occasion of his going too far The Polish 

nobleman 1 bareh knots 

1 must go to London on August 5th for Belloc’s Requiem - shall console mj self at 
the bar of White’s (if open) lfb\ an\ chance jou happen tobc m London that day, 
please gi\ e me the chance of seeing \ ou ' 

Yours c\ er affec 
Etcljn 

■Qinrchni shotted this letter to Lord Norwich who wnitc to Waugh Ud\ Diana, uninformed wrote 
onag Jub ‘Duff has a well known weakness of uncontrolled rudeness Wc all ha\c grate weaknesses - 
Babj’s (t e . her own] is melancholia and cow ardtee You hat c some too But since recriminations arc 
the note neither B nor D would hate told all and sundrt that their hosts were t^J^ng to poison t cni in 
both town and countrj She will not write again - it’s too painful to face the leaden 
understanding and lotc ’ On 2 August she wrote ‘What is this 1 hear that jou chucked Ran > use 

Duffftis of the companj ^ lt*s hard to believe You must not lose fnends so deliberate^) ou 

hard tolose me — tou’te tried - but it’s possible to succeed, tho’ 1 should be miserable 


To Daphne Fielding^ 

3oJulj [1953] 


Piers Court 


Sweet Mrs Fry-me or Fntter-my-wig, 

I shall lo\e you till death under whatever name you choose & whatever colour you 
paint yourself I must admit to a preference for the red blotches on white as that is 
my own colour scheme after half a glass of welfare gin I will try & get one of those 
electric freckling machines to prepare for our next meeting 

Thirteen years ago to the day I was busy making Cornwall safe for democracy 
beast called Capt Digby-Bcll, Royal Mannes, had Looe & destroyed most of its 
amenities I dug up the Armada beacon near the Eliots bathing hut They minde 
awfully I lived m a hideous bnck hotel half way down the cliffs - cant remember its 
name - and found eight pairs of sassors under the sofa cushions A great bom e 
quite near Can’t remember Plaidy There was a very pretty derelict Gothic house 
on my company front Is that it’ 

The beard2 was designed for Mrs Eden 

^ All love 

Evelyn 

’Daphne Vivian’s marriage to the Marquess of Bath had been dissolved and she had married Xan 
Fielding that jear 

^In an illustration to Love Among The Rums 


To Ann Fleming 
[August’ 1953] 


Piers Court 


Dearest Arm 

What fun your luncheon was Ronnie Knox was greatly exhilarated by his dip 
mto a strange world & loved you all, you especially 

For the last three weeks I have been undergoing a cure for obesity (plain 
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starvation without medical or pharmaceutical aid) and am now light as a feather and 
feeble as tissue paper My clothes hang round me like classical draperies 

The day after your party I met R S Churchill and was so full of kind feeling and 
self-reproach for ever being such an ass as to write to him indiscreetly, that I greeted 
him with my old affection He replied with hectonng complaints of my chucking his 
party That was too much for my rare mood of charity Every year, I suppose, for 
uncounted years I have resolved to avoid him I always made it up, so I suppose I 
shall do so again At the moment I dont feel like it 

A propos of that incident, I don’t think I made it clear that ‘never tolerated 
Norwich’ was used in a second letter, replying to his idiotic complaint that his party 
had been arranged ‘for’ me 1 didn’t say N was intolerable Merely that he was only 
tolerable for his wife And God knows I have had to tolerate a lot in the last 23 years 
I have never been aldne with him for 5 minutes by my own wish 

My nose is very out of jomt with little Margaret She shows a marked preference 
for the company of her brothers, sisters & cousins So I have sent her to Pixton and 
am alone & loveless & cheerless here 

What a queer treat Ian has had underground * I was obsessed by the Journey to 
the Centre of the Earth when I was younger and was always being hauled out of 
rabbit holes by my heels 

I made it up with two old cronies - Yorke & Woodruff, (neither, I think in your 
life at all) - while I was in London, so I am one up on the year so far 

I do hope, tho I suppose it is past hoping, that the Ktmey Report on American 
women’s nasty ways is a complete flop over here I shouldn’t be surpnsed if it does 
not draw off the McCarthy hounds into pursuit of female masturbators and a great 
new purge of the State Department and of all their recent fiction 

Never an hour passes but I think of Sylvester My hunger makes it worse 
Do write me a consoling & informative letter 


'The Flemings had been to the Pyrenees where Ian had explored caves 


Love from 
Evelyn 


To J Weltman 
2 September 1953 


Piers Court 


Dear Sir, 

In answer to your letter 04/88/31^ 

frLtrsp"r„r ■" 

I no, had the pleasure of heanng an, of these performances Could you be so 

of is sTol « ^ > clearer ,d^ 

necessar, talents to gtve the tmiionTan 

h c me impression that I am taking pan in a three-cornered 
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mumate chat uith personal fncnds, ^Mth the bandjing about of Christian names 

and so forth, of the kind ^\hlch deeph shocks me in some of the performances ha^ 

sometimes begun to hear , ^ ^ 

Tv.0 or three >ears ago 1 spoke on the NMreless in London and fee for 
‘expenses’ fell short of the moncj actualh spent on the expedition I Nvas then told 
that this fee ^^as deeded bx some unalterable laxx I trust this has noxx been 

changed'* 

^ Yours faithfull>, 

Eveljn Waugh 

■Waugh appeared on Frankly Sprahn, on ,6 Noxember .953 Chnstopher Sj^ ” ‘‘iJ' 

watchmg.neipcnenced toreadors taking on a buIUhoknc« all the tncks of the ring The) x^eregra^el) 

homed’ 


To Nancy Mitford 
17 September 1953 


Piers Court 


Darling Nancx , ^ 

What a strange girl} ou are Your magnum opus finished an you are no e 
Would to God mine xxcre No need of monej ' My children starve & ° 

in rags about me You should be danang in the streets not spraxx ingint e sun 

sun is the great enemy of the human race In avihzed times everyone 1 rom 1 
yes, 1 knoxx, you xxnll tell me that Louis xi\ lay naked on the roof of Versaill 
surrounded by naked cardinals & duchesses and I shan’t beliex e you 

I cant think xxhat you mean by my ‘quarrel xxith Duff I am on terms 0 

intimacy xvith him * t u f 

What do you knoxx of Belgium' I am thinking of taking ura t ere 

harvest-home treat Am I right in thinking that the Belgians are still xve ° 

the English' There are fexx places xvhere an Englishman can noxv set oot xvi ou 

being stoned It IS true that the Belgians behaved disgracefully to their ng pa 

from that I knoxx nothing against them They have some fine pictures ave t ey 
not? 


t? 

I am reading an enormous life of Dickens^, by an Amencan profes^r 0 course, 
which gives details of every chop he ever ate& every speech at every public banque 

Did you knoxv that he xvas a perfectly aixYul man ^ 

School holidays have been agonising but are at last bit by bit coming to an en 
I am much thinner than xvhen you last saxx me Really rather pretty 


Love 


■The row had ended Lord Norwich wrote an ic) letter on 4 September in answer to Waugh ^o had 
apparently wnnen that he had only regarded himself as a guest of his when staying at the embassy m 
Pans, elsewhere presumably he felt himself to be the guest of Lady Diana On 14 September Lord 
Norwich wrote a friendly letter thanking Waugh for and accepting his apology - ‘I shaU not mennon it to 
any of those who have enjoyed our quarrel more, I suspect, than we have 
^£dgar Johnson, Charles Dtekens, 1953 
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To John Betjeman 
17 September 1953 
Postcard 


Piers Court 


Thanks awfully for telegram I was reading a book by a professor which said that 
Dickens stood dazzled by the gorgeous colours of the W sisters’ and I remembered 
them whitish but I remember everything wrong these days so I thought now I have 
lost my reason indeed but your kind reply has comforted me My memory is not at 
all hazy - just sharp, detailed & dead wrong This affliction leads me into countless 
humiliations LoveE 


'Anna and Chnstiana Weller Anna married Charles DicUns’s brother 


To Teresa and Margaret Waugh yoRueRoyale, 

8 Oaober [1953] Bruxelles 

My Darling Daughters, 

Your mother and I are now staying with Mme Bisch’ and the Donaldsons have 
gone home Mme Bisch’s house is a fine example of the architecture of the epoch of 
the Empress Mana Teresa, interior decoration by the Pnnce de Ligne 1806 
Unhappily since those days a tramway has been laid under its windows and the 
noise is awful But the cooking is splendid Monsieur Bisch is a large, shy man 
We had a very tinng day when we first crossed from Dover to Ostend, having left 
home that morning At the end of it we left the casino at about 1 o’clock & found that 
a sea fog had come up & blotted out the lights No taxis about No one about Mr 
Donaldson confidently offered to show us the way It was only about 500 yards from 
the casino to our hotel but we wandered round & round in the fog for an hour, with 
fog warnings of all kinds - bells, maroons, hooters coming from the sea - until I very 
cleverly found a doctor who had a light in his house, and he directed us to our hotel 
It was almost next door to him 

The Donaldsons ate enormously I never saw a man (except Randolph Churchill) 
cat so much as Mr Donaldson - all the richest dishes, but with no ill effects 

We sta>ed at Bruges to see the Flemish paintings* sent you postcards from there 
Then we had a night in an hotel in Brussels & your mother was robbed by a hair¬ 
dresser of her purse and a large sum of money 
Mme Bisch sends her regards to Tess 

We shall soon return home as everything is so expensive here that we shall run 
out of money 


Your loving papa 
EW 

name Edith de Bom 


'Madame Bisch wntcs nos els admired by Waugh, under the 



OCTOBER 1953 4II 


To Nancy Mitford nersc-oun 

22 October 1953 

Darling Nancy, 

I find Lord Montgomery’s courtship * very odd & rather nasty I have always 
heard the \sorst accounts of him I suppose that his charm for you is the contempt of 
the Amencans We thought him a whipper snapper who did down good Lord 
Alexander^ by sucking up to journalists & politiaans There must be some secret & 
disgusting reason for his washing his own shirts How, pray, did you come to see his 
bedside? 

God alone (literally knows what is happening in the French Church The 
Dominicans all seem mad bad & dangerous to know All this devotion to Miss 
[Simone] Weil As far as I can make out there are two quite different kinds of pretre 
ouvner There are simple missionaries who sometimes go native and 
tcmplatives who find the conveyer belt conducive to prayer Tablet address is 12 
Sloane Street Subscnption 42/- at home or abroad There is usually at least one 
readable article a week The literary part is bad because no publishers send them 
books to re\iew It is not a sin to cheat over taxes in most modem states Don t 
worry your head about the theology of this Just take it from the theologians It is 
not true that any Catholic thinks the poor go to a servants’ hall in heaven Rea 
Bossuet’s great sermon on the Eminent Dignity of the Poor Also Gospels Dives & 
La2arus It shows the sort of pipsqueak Ld Montgomery is that he puts these ideas 
into your puzzled nut I wish Senator McCarthy would gnll Lord Montgomery an 
expose his communism 

Belgium was very restful for Laura after han’est & holidays and very expensive 
for me Much worse than France Cheapest wine £i a bottle in restaurants The 
natives talk a queer gibberish but look good I dont mean pretty, but virtuous 
Brussels was full of undesirable Bntons such as Gaitskell ^ and Hugh Fraser * There 
was a man called Peter"Ustinov^ who was very funny - like John Sutro at his old 
best Magnificent pictures everywhere We spent most of the time in Antwerp 
Excellent cooking Haifa dozen splendid churches all oddly enough in the quartier 
tolere I have never seen a quarter like it in Europe The girls are exposed in shop 
windows and leap about like monkeys to attract attention Andnall the good middle- 
class families troop to church through these streets with their eyes downcast 

Wiertz^ was rather a disappointment I had heard so much about him but his 
painnng isn’t good enough Better in photographs Younger Breughel stupendously 
good Oh how bored one gets with Temptations of St Anthony with devils blowing 
trumpets from their behinds 

Have you heard of the lady who writes under the nam^of Edith de Bom — an 
austnan-hunganan-jewess I suspect — married to a French banker called Bisch? 
She ivntes in English quite beautifully Daughter of the House etc We stayed with 
her in a fine house in their Park Lane in Brussels I thought Bisch was Belgian until 
the last day and dropped bnck after bnck No possible way out & back from a gaffe 
as big as that Telling him patronizingly how well the Congo was run compared w ith 
Algeria-that sort of bnck 
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What has happened to Prod’ I never hear of him nov. 

Poor Sir John Gielgud has had trouble with the police Is a reception being 
arranged in Pans for Lord Montagu ’ ’ 

Cooper’s memoirs® in Sunday Times arc all an enemy could ask But I am his 
fnend now so I weep for him 

Now I put on my woollen underclothes & settle in for the winter to finish second 
vol of war novel 

If you listen to BBC New Reading on 25th you will hear a bit cribbed from 
Highland Fling ’ 

Do you dread the publication of Pompadour'^ 

Reviewers wont let you change subjects except T S Eliot whose subjects were so 
obscure But no one pays attention to reviewers now - which is rather a bad thing 
really 

Much love 
E 

'Nancy Mitford had lunched with Field Marshal Montgomery and reported ‘Allmy books by his bed 
and when he gets to a daring passage he washes it doivn with Dcuicronomy ’ 

^Field Marshal Alexander (1891-1969) Commandcr-in-Chicf in North Afnca, when Montgomery, 
who was in command of the 8th Army, received more acclaim 
^HughGaitskell (1906-63) Leader of the Labour Party 1955-63 

'HughFraser(i9i8- ) Brother of Lord Lovat ConscrvatiicMP since 1945 Mamed Lady Antonu 
Pakenham in 1956 

’Peter Ustinov (1921- ) Actor and wnter 
’Antoine Wiettt (1805-65) Portrait painter 

tLord Montagu went to pnson for homosexual offences Sir John Gielgud was fined for importuning 

*Old Men Forget by Duff GDoper, 1953 

’The scenes on the Isle of Mugg from Men at Arms 


To F Leon Shipley 
7 November 1953 


Piers Court 


Dear Sir, 

Thank you for your letter o8/se/fls of 5th November 

I And ,t difficuU to beheve that a -profile’ of mjself, however rosy, would ealn, 
theamr-Enghsh frenzy of the Italian people However you are the judge of that 

I",riT, ’ tin interview for yo„r eolleagues in Baler Street 

to be used, I believe, on Orientals, also an interview at Rmtartr-ocf. u i 

used on the English Would these records not suffice! 

, „h November ' ° ™ '’'’"'Sday morning next, 
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Please confinn this appointment by letter to that hotel not later than Tuesday 
afternoon ' 


Yours faithfully, 
Evelyn Waugh 

'On the letter is wntten ‘Fee unusual 10 guineas for an hour, not in notes No good 


To Graham Greene 
[12 November 1953] 
Postcard 


Piers Giurt 


Personal & urgent Please forward 

I have just learned a most disturbing thing Perry Mason is a Free Mason {Case of 
the Dangerous Domager) * 

E 


‘By Erie Stanley Gardner, 1937 


To Reynolds Stone ^ 

24 November [1953] 

Dear Reynolds 

I am very sorry you were ‘dismayed’ when I found the letter heading too sma 
had given you the desired dimensions, you know, in writing, with the requ^t, a so, 
that the block should include a scroll of lettering I think the block prettier t an ^er 
since you have worked on it, but I am afraid it does not fulfil specifications I had in 
mind something like the hotel and tradesmen’s (and occasional private house) 
headings in common use in happier days 

It IS very nice of you to suggest coming here You (and of course your wi e t 
she can come) will be very welcome But don’t come now The house is deadly cold 
and the aspect depressing Do come in the Spring 1 hope Dorchester is softer 
I have been given a superb washhandstand designed by William Burges for Lord 
Bute 1865 With painted panels by Poymter, which I believe you would enjoy 

Yours sincerely 
Evelym Waugh 

'Reynolds Stone (1909-79) Designer and engraser responsible for the £5 and £10 notes of 1956 He 
had been working on a letterhead from Waugh’s detailed instruction from before Apnl 1953 
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To THE Editor of the Daily Mail St James’s Club 

Tuesday 24 November 1953 

P G WODEHOUSE 

Mr Iddon asks the question “Remember Wodehoust=”(Drt»/vAfrti/, Nos ember 
ii) The answer from all lovers of fine writing IS Yes \Vt await each new book with 
eagerness and constantly re-read the splendid collection of his life’s work 

Mr Iddon further says “I still hast a letter of‘explanation’ from him in mj 
files ’’ I presume this refers to his completely satisfactory answc'r to the attacks made 
on his honour during the war Mr Iddon’s use of inverted commas seems to suggest 
that the explanation is in some way suspect, but since it has now been made public 
and IS no longer hidden in Mr Iddon’s files, this sneer, if sneer is intended, is 
worthless 

Now that Mr Wodehouse has at last published the true facts of the ease, it would 
be seemly if the BBC invited the onginator of their war-time attack to make an 
apology to one of the most bnlhant of living English stylists ‘ 

Evelyn Waugh 

’P G Wodehouse thanked Waugh for anting this letter 


To Cyril Connolly Piers Court 

9 December [1953] 


My Dear Cynl 

Thank you very much for my fiftieth birthday present * It was too self-effacing of 
you to refrain from inscribing it No doubt you thought I would pass it on as a 
handsome Chnstmas present to an aunt Not at all I have stuck a book-plate in it & 
put It in my shelves to read on my 60th birthday when I hope a golden haze will 
cover Its decade ‘Golden’ I am sure was Mr Weidenfeld’s^ epithet not yours Pink, 
grey, yellow occasionally silver, yes but not then or now golden surely^ 

I always enjoyed the magazine & was grateful to you for pnnting my work in it, 
but there was an ugly accent - RAF pansy - which kept breaking in, not indeed 
from you but from your artless colleagues That spoiled the enterpnse for me 1 see 
from the ‘contents’ that you have bravely retained the full flavour By 1963 I 
daresay it will have become hallowed Not yet ‘Modem’ has always had a pejorative 
sense in English Horizon was the last (and first considerable) attempt to give it 
attraction 


I d^ply wish that I saw you more often Why are you always in such a bustle in 
White s, the last refuge of leisure? Is it because you have given up cigars? Those 
teats compel an hours repose They change the pace of one’s breathing too and act as 
a yoga exerase produang calm 


I work away at my brewery Another cask of [incomplete] 

' The Golden Horizon, edited and introduced by Cynl Connolly 
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To Nancy Mitford 
II December [1953] 


Piers Court 


Darling Nancy 

Chnstopher [Sykes] is a mystery I haven’t seen him for more than a year 
though I have made repeated loving attempts to meet him Always rebuffed or 
-chucked at the last moment I fear something is amiss I daresay connected with that 
son whom he adores & the shadow of Daniel ' But I am more alarmed still by 
Randolph who I fear will be in a strait-jacket quite soon ^ 

My broadcast was pretty dull They tried to make a fool of me & I don t believe 
they entirely succeeded 

I am stuck m my book from sheer boredom I know what to write but just cant 
make the effort to write it 

Best news of the week is that Trevor-Roper, the demon don, has written an article 
with four histoncal errors in the first three lines ^ 

Cunous case of‘Experiment with T ime’ I sat next to Maunce [Bowra] at dinner 
He (and I) praised the Ashmolean He raised subject of Arthur Hughes s Return 
from Sea He said ‘I hear there is a version of it with a second figure, a sister s, 
sitting by the boy’s side ’ Self ‘That’s the only version I know Isn’t that the one im 
the Ashmolean ?’ ‘No, no, old boy Do find out for me where the other is’ I looked it 
up in my library Sure enough, Ashmolean version contains sister I investigate 
further & learn that when first exhibited the picture contained only boy It failed to 
sell so Hughes painted in sister to add pathos No living human eye, except Sir 
Maunce, has seen onginal version It may be prevision of what will happen when 
Sir K Clark ^ gets to work with hts vitnol & wire brush removing what he calls over- 
painnng’ 


See how I praise Sykes ^ 


Love 

E 


'Chnstopher Sykes’s brother 

*The resulting correspondctjce IS in the Appendix on page 641 

'Kenneth Qark (1903- ) Art histonan Created life peer 1969 Director of National Gallery 

' 934 “ 45 i presenter of television senes Ctvtiisuition, 1969 

'Waugh had reviewed Sykes’s A Song of a Shirt warmly in Time and Tide December 1953 


To Christopher Sykes 
II December [1953] 

Dear Miss Quennell 

Would you be so kind as to put this in Mr Sykes’s Christmas stocking 
What a sad season this must be for your cousin Peter’ — but I suppose all seasons 
sad for him really At any rate they fucking well ought to be 

Yours truly 
Evelyn Waugh 
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To Lord Kinross piers Court 

[1953] 

Postcard 

Sorry to be a bore The Betjeman Benefaction' has arnsed minus an essential organ 
- the serpentine bronze pipe which led from the dragons mouth to the basin I am 
making a row with Pickfords Can jou testifj that it left your house intact' Oh the 
hell of Christmas cards How lucky to be genuinely Scottish - or has this beastly 
custom spread north ^ 


'The Burges wash-hand stand 


Happv hogmanay 
E 


Piers Court 


To Cyril Connolly 
20 December [1953] 

Dear Cynl 

I^saw the parcel with Chapman & Hall’s label & thought ‘Six copies of VrU Bod„s 
Tef ^ was a huge delight to uncoser the rare& lovely edition of Prudcntius 

J«uit edited too He is not a poet they taught me to read at Lancing Lately I base 
been remotely aware of his existence as someone who was a natural fnend w horn I 
had never me, Now I shall star. ,he new ,ear wnh the firm m.en.rof dmnn 

reHar construe With the certainty Of enjoyment I am deeply touched by themfr 

I have been pleased to see from the reviews that 1 t. , ^Rcgiir 

d,s.as.e for Yon mns. be please 7 arry™lr bv he 

quaners which your anthology has won I am sure „ m’un bt a fault m mV" 
the book-ye, when I see ‘greatness’ applied to Klee 1 am dumbfoutded 
I liked your article on restaurants I think vou nur tnn u 
Amencans For example in furniture & dccoraUons^the ^ ^ 

taste Those old fashioned restaurants were aareeable^'T''^^^''*' 
proprietors’ parsimony When the French decide to ‘do 
make a hell of it, while the Bel Air in Holywood Pavilmn i they 

are very pretty & comfortable ’ York, Colony etc 

I wish you would wnte something which MirRpi, i j 
for listing restaurants which play^wireless^Twn ^ 

restaurants (I don’t mean the celebrated internet i provinaal 

which were so fine in our youth) have a conn star houses 

French taste, not the Amencans I have^hTd"rrn«'^^^*’^^'^^ ^^e 

when I have turned it off ^ constant rows w ith native motonsts 

All Chnstmas goodwill to you 


Evelyn 
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To John Betjeman 
29 December [1953] 


Piers Court 


Dear John 

The trouble with [Reynolds] Stone is he cant draw He engraves & wntes very 
prettily 

I am very sorry to learn of Penelopes acadents & diseases 
Re your Great Benefaction Patrick has kindly torn out part of his water closet & 
sent It to me The missing organ is something quite other - either a hallucination of 
mine or an act of theft on the part of one of his bohemian friends As I remember the 
G B there was an ornamental bronze pipe which led from the dragons mouth to the 
bowl below 

See over page [Draiving] 

Did I dream this or did it exist 1 The hydraulics of the piece are fascinating The 
tank now empties itself into the bowl from an aperture (mouth of bearded face - a 
wind^) in the bowl itself The astern shows an aperture which should lead to 
dragons mouth Was there some division of hot & cold ^ 

The piece looks very splendid against the green red & gold wall paper (discovered 
by you) ' 

Sad about Haselden’s death ^ I thought he would see us out 
Oh yes go to the Holy Land It is lovely The American treasury has fine 18th 
century objets d’art which many pilgnms miss The Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
IS bound to fall down in a few days so go there quick 

Love 

Evelyn 

'll did not exist, ft was an halluanation - the first sign of his impending ordeal 

*W K. Haseldcn (1872-1953) He did humorous drawngs for Punch and the Daily Mirror 


To Margaret Waugh Court 

[January 1954] ” 

Sweet Meg 

Oh I have been ill since you left First a cold & then agonising rheumatism Sol 

am jumping into the first available ship She goes to Ceylon I shant come back until 
I have finished my booki but I hope I shall do that on the voyage The sad thing is 
that I booked my passage before I realised that I should be arriving there during the 
Queen’s visit when everything will be noisy & expensive I will see the Buddha s 
tooth which she isn’t allowed to see 

It IS no good hoping for a letter for a long time as I shall be going aw ay & the letter 
" ‘11 have to come all the way back 

All my lotetojou 
Papa 


^SiccTs and Gentlemen, 1955 
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To Laura Waugh Cape St Ymtcnt 

3 February [1954] ,, . i u 

Darling, 1 ■wish you were with me 1 think I shall come quickly when J reach 

Kandy My rheumatism is much better - quite tolerable It is Ftb 5rtl and we arc 
not yet in the Mediterranean My nut is clearing but feeble It is plain that 1 had 
been accumulatively poisoning myself with chloral’ in the last su months and 
might easily have had a much longer spell of idleness than m\ present little trouble 
will cause I will come home and lead a luny bin life for a bit It was at 50 that 
Rossettis chloral taking involved him in attempted suicide, part blindness & part 
paralysis We will avoid all that I find it hard to keep sentences connected csen in a 
letter like this It is 3 nights now since I had the last dose of sleepers & have had little 
continuous sleep as a result That is why it is fortunate that 1 am absolutcl) alone I 
mean alone from everyone & thing except you When I wake up which I do 20 or 30 
times a night I always turn to the other bed and am wretched >ou aren’t there & 
puzzled that you are not - odd since we usually have different rooms 

The ship IS not luxunous& the diet would be meagre if one were hungrier Pretty 
empty and the passengers pleasant The chief trouble is the noise of my cabin All 
the pipes and air shafts in the ship seem to run through them To add to my 
balminess there are intermittent bits of 3rd Programme talks play ed in private cabin 
and two mentioned me very faintly and my p m [persecution mania] took it for 
other passengers whispenng about me If a regular rural life out of doors doesn’t 
work the tnck I’ll see an alienist But I want to be back with you now 

Evelyn 

'For insomnw 


To Laura Waugh 
8 February [1954] 


Continental-Savoy Hotel, 
Cairo 


Darling Laura 

I got your two letters yesterday at Port Said I cant express the elation I felt I 
have missed you terribly daily and am resolved never to go anywhere without you 

again Your prayers have been a great help m a difficult time I must have been more 

poisoned than 1 knew Then when I was beginning to rally I found myself the victim 
of an expenment in telepathy which made me think I really was going crazy I will 

tell you about ,t when I get home It has made me more credulous about Tanker’s 
box ‘ 

’[“I' .0 Colombo I am not gomg to ollemp, on, 

work there The thing now is to recover health We are not pressed for money «, I 
wont get in a fuss about work Natural health first - ^ 

My heart bleeds for yon m the bt.rer cold I will come a. share ,t with yon soon I 
don t know what Wrote to you on the sbtp or even ,f I wrote at all I was sell 
del,nous most of the „me so dtsregard whatever I wrote except my deep ™vc iTm 
sleep,ng rather berrera, ,n„e naturally Eattnga little too whtch I couldn' do o" Z 
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ship Hand is steady today and the malevolent telepathy broken for the first time, 
perhaps not permanently Please don’t be alarmed about the references to telepathy 
I kmow It sounds like acute p m but it is real & true A tnck the existentialists 
imented-half mesmerism —which is most alarming w'hen apphe wit out warning 

or explanation to a sick man 1 t? 1 

All my dearest love to you darling Laura I will wnte from Colombo Explain to 

the children that I haven’t been well enough to write to them 
I shall fly back as soon as conditions sound better at home 

E 

>Duna Oldndgc, a neighbour, nicVnamed ‘Tanlcr’ because she once said ‘I just come 
belies ed in ‘the blackbox’, a contrapaon v, hich was supposed to cure both men an rom a 

if a sample of blood or hair w ere submined Many successes w ere reported 


To John Lehmann^ 
Q February 1954 


Continental-Savoy Hotel, 
Cairo 


Dear Mr Lehmann 

Please forgive my delay in answenng your letter of 27th 

Probably Peters has told you that I have been ill I meant to congram a e yo 
your first number of the London Magazine which I enjoyed enomious y 

I am hung up with the novel I was w'orking on I am dehghte to ear a 
opening amused you The Mugg scenes have already been rea on t e ® ^ 

think this precludes printing If you like to use the opemng, you are we come 
I think It should be prefaced by a note indicating that the book is e up no 
of publication certain 

I have not been well but hope to complete it in the summer 

Yours sincerely 
Evelyn Waugh 

’John Lehmann (1907- ) Poet, publisher, and editor of the London Magazine 1954 

^Apthorpe Placatus’ appeared in the London Magazine m June 


To Laura Waugh 
12 February [1954] 


Galle Face Hotel, 
Colombo 


My Darling 

It IS rather difficult to write to you because everything I say or t m or rea is 
read aloud by the group of psychologists whom I met m the ship I hope t at t ey 
tiould lose this art after 1 went ashore but the artful creatures can communicate 
from many hundreds of miles away Please don’t think this is balmy I should 
certainly have thought so three weeks ago, but it is a fact & therefore oesn t worry 
me particularly All it means is that this trip has been a complete failure as far as 
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settling down to work as wc hoped Also a fatlurc as far as getting an> pkasiKt from 
It But It IS a huge relief to reahre that 1 am merely the % ict im of the maliec of others, 

not mad myselfas I really feared for a few da\s 

I must stay on at this island for a week or so & then will eome bael t. no doubt I 
shall be able to find some rival telepathist who will teach me how to ward these 

people off II -T’ 1 I 

It IS really a very rum predicament Dont worry darling & tell Tanker 1 now 

believe in her box 


All lose 
E 


To Laura Waugh [Ceylon] 

i6 February [1954] 

Dearest 

I passed through Kandy yesterday & got your letter telling me of the floods M\ 
heart bled for you as the weather here is delicious I will soon come home to share 
your hardships As I explained work is impossible here 

I have had great fun sightseeing Do you remember a nice little Amcncan who is 
director of the Museum of Modem Art in New York, called Monroe Wheeler ‘ Wc 
met him at Minnie Astor’s ^ I ran into him in Colombo & wc went off together fora 
few days looking at ruins & calling on a most eccentric local painter who ined in a 
very clean house w'lth dozens of cheerful pictures by himself - half folk-art, half 
Picasso He had nothing in the house & had to send out for three agarettes and a 
box of matches 

Now Wheeler & I have separated and I am in a cool hill resort, rather too cool, 
until Sunday when I return to Colombo 

The British Council for once have been most helpful and instead of cadging for 
cultural lectures have done pracucal acts of chanty such as meeting meSt getting me 
rooms fic so forth 

I have wntten to the children today The address I gave you in Colombo was a 
telegraphic code address Use it in case of emergency I dont think it is worth your 
while wnting in answer to this as I hope to leave shortly 

As I wme this I hear the odious voices of the psychologists repeating every word 
in my ear As they are in Aden & I am here it is a more remarkable feat than Tanker’s 
box It IS most putting off You must realize that this is the reason for the rather cold 
tone of this letter 


All my love 


Miry Cushing mimed Vincent Astor in 1940 and later James Fosburgh 



MARCH 1954 421 


To Laura Waugh 
18 Fcbruan [1954] 


Grand Hotel, 
Nuwara, 

Ell} a 


Darling Laura 

I have just got vour cable urging me to return ' 1 need no urging & will start for 
omc as soon as I can make arrangcmcnl-s At the moment I am exiled from 
^ ombo on account of all the hotels being full 1 go there the da} after tomorrow 
cn I shall hav e to make arrangements about luggage & I think it w ould be civil to 
stav a da\ or two after all the trouble the British ^uncil have taken over me I will 
remm b} air Of course the times of amval arc uncertain at this season but I will 
cable the probable date as soon as I know it 

This is a chill} hill station - the onl} hotel where 1 can find rooms Last night I 
went toan Indian cinema I saw the same film as I saw in Madura last year Very' odd 
^ t ese two ancmas arc the only Indian ones 1 have ever been to 

am still grossly afflicted by the psychologists 1 think they can be better dealt 
^•th from England 


All my love 
Evelyn 

poi'n inCTcannpl} vrorned and had arranged to flj out with Jacl Donaldson Frances 
flew h " ^ account ofthe episode in Porirait of a Country Neighbour, 1968 Waugh 

accen hcanng \oices When Laura pointed out inconsistencies in his delusions, he 

Chlo'l ' ^ *"'^ **’*^ ^tst Father Caraman and then E B Strauss, a Roman Catholic psychoanabst 
ra banned and paraldehjdc substituted Waugh recovered immcdiatelj 


To Nancy Mitford P,ers Court 

S March 1954. 

Darling Nancy 

in amved yesterday morning & I have spent two days of enchantment 

that I h*^^ 'k ''^ty much for such a lovely present It is very seldom 

I thi soiry to come to the end of a book 

never managed your vast mass of matenal bnlliantly Never a dull page 

narrative unmistakably your own The quotations all fit into the 

scene I naturally & you bnng a real sense of intimacy with the complicated 
Damish^iri^*^^ need have no fears about its success It is very clever of your Mr 
always ^'l^nn] to produce it so well at so modest a pnee Beaton’s drawings 
admirable^ goose flesh but the wrapper is easily disposed of Everything else 

attack 0 ^*^ stnee I wrote to you I have been suffenng from a ^harp but bnef 
oonstimjalienist thinks that It was due to excess of drugs not to any 
board <;h!°" defect But it was alarming at the time It caught me in solitude on 
P going to Ceylon A disastrous expedition 
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So Pcre Coutuner has joined Norwich* in purgatory Which do you miss the 
more? Again, deepest thanks & deepest congratulations on Poisson? 

Lose 

E 

'Lord Norwich had died at the beginning of the jear 
^Madame dc Pompadour y.zs. ncc Poisson 


To Margaret Waugh Piers Court 

ist Sunday in Lent [7 March] 1954 

Darling Meg 

Thank you very much indeed for the charming poem ishich was delivered to me 
by the proud prefect Teresa I hope she will not be too proud to take this letter back 
to you 

I am quite well now but it was sad being ill alone in a foreign country and 1 will 
never travel again without company Perhaps when you are a proud prefect you will 
travel WTth me 

I was greatly amused to hear of the success of your play 1 also hear that y ou used 
the most ruthless means to compel altendence at rehearsals The plot seems to have 
changed a good deal during dramatization 

I bought an elephant’s foot in Ceylon It is coming back by sea I had great 
difficulty in getting permission to export it The Ministry of Wild Life wanted to 
know where the other three feet were If it ever amves I am going to use it as a waste 
paper basket 

Miss Hooper is very much upset to learn that she was mocked in the Ascot play I 
wonder who told her She says she will never allow you inside her great village hall 
I hope that you have given up sweanng & smoking & drinking for Lent 
Your wnting is much better Mine is worse - trembling hand through old age 

All my love to you darling child 
Papa 


To Graham Greene 
z May 1954 


Dear Graham 

Since you showed me the Grand Inquisitors letter my indignation has waxed It 
was as fatuous as unjust - a vile misreading of a noble book * 

u ^^*"°**^**OR hy the admirers ofiThePower S The Glory ? I shall 

be delighted to take any part in it I dont think that m your position I should (shall ?) 
want anything of the kind I know you have the best ecclesiastical advice It seems to 
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me, as a layman, that it is the business of the Inquisitors to make ever} mo\c You 
ha\e not asked for an imprimatur It is their business to propose detailed alterations 
1 to make themscl\es ridiculous in doing so Thc> have taken i4}earsto \\ntethcir 
first letter You should take 14 vears to answer it 
But if }ou do feel that anj public protest is needed, please count on me 

Yours ever 
Evcl}n 

'The Poirer and TheGlon had been condemned b\ Cardinal PiryardoofthcHoU Office Greene made 
no changes, ‘on the casuistical grounds that the afTatr was in the hands of mj publisher It w-as allowed to 
drop 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

5 May 1954 

Darling Nanc} 

My news are the great news that all mj children have at last disappeared to their 
various places of education M> unhealthy affection for my second daughter has 
waned I now dislike them all equallv Of children as of procreation - the pleasure 
momentar}, the posture ridiculous, the expense damnable 

It IS sad to read that Larue is shut M} newspaper this morning says you could eat 
eight courses there for 2,500 francs 1 did not find it so on my last visit 
Your mad chums reference to U-address=P Q.R * must be a tease of Osbert 
[Sitwell] who has had to change his note Paper from ‘Renishaw Hall, Derbyshire 
to R.H , Remshaw, Nr Sheffield’ 

^ U speech is fast disappcanng An officer in the Blues was lately heard to order 
Tv^o beers,’ in the anteroom at Windsor 

I look forward to the film of Pompadour with her & Louis going hand in hand to 
the guillotine 

I don’t think you will find Moscow at all like New York You will at any rate be 
safe from the impertinences of the natives No telephones, invitations, philosophic 
speculation by taxi dnvers and lift-men, interviewers, autograph collectors etc 
wfiich make New York hideous You are being invited there simply to cheer up the 
isolation of the diplomats & to tell them the gossip of the Free ha ha World 
What news of Honks^ I hear the Sunday galas are in full swing again 
You know that poor Maureens daughter^ made a runaway match with a temble 
Yid> Well this T Y has painted a ponrait of Ann Fleming with a tiara all askew 
obviously a memory of his mother in law It is a very careful, detailed, neat picture 
not like some I could mention & that makes the tiara funnier 

So I had a very happy day in London with Cynl Boots (It is so unfair they have 
on to calling a dreary poIitiaan’Smarty Boots’^) He was in the uttermost abyss of 
nielancholy His Animal has been sacked from the Zoo & sent home to Oak Cottage 
in disgrace Not for the usual offence She chewed her tail Mrs Boots refuses to 
nnk for him He bought a silver knife, fork& spoon in a leather case to send to Lys 
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Poignant We went from shop to shop where Boots examined silk shirts & antique 
silver Be complained bitterly that he could not afford to buy all he saw I asked him 
why he always w-ears such homble clothes and he said it^was to spite Molly 
MacCarthy* who ruined his life 30 years ago by telling an admiral he (C B ) was a 
bugger ‘I W a bowler hat,’ he said, ‘and an umbrella, and a'top hat 1 resolved 
never to use them again’ Later we were joined by Mrs Boots who had been 
changing her clothes jn the loo at the Ritz Suddenly Cyril could onlj talk classical 
Greek 

Have you heard about the ‘Edwardians’^*® They are gangs of proletarian louts 
w'ho dress like Beaton with braided trousersfc velvet collars& murder one another in 
‘Youth Centres’ Poor Cecil is always being stopped now by the police and searched 
for knuckle-dusters 

I hope you wont travel alone to Moscow Since I lost my reason on the waj to 
Ceylon I have a resolve never to move VMthout an escort 

I saw Simon Elwes a lot at Dowmside at Easter He lectured me on the importance 
of the artist representing the Zeitgeist Hard words coming from him Poor 
Chnstopher [Sykes] has Lady RusselF quartered on him for life 

All love 
E 

' A S C Ross, Professor of Linguistics at the Universitj of Birmingham, had told Nancy Mitford that 
the ideal upper-class address was ‘P Q^R where P is a place-name, Q_a desenber (manor, court, house 
etc) and R the name of a county’ 

Klaroline Blackt^ood, daughter of the Marchioness of Duffenn and Ava, was married to the painter 
Lucian Freud 1953-7 

Wiscount Eccles (1904- ) &jnservati\e mp , then Minister of Education 

’Acoati 

’Maiy Warrc-Comish (1882-1953) married Desmond MacCarthy in 1906 

‘More usually ‘Tedd>-bo)-s’ 

’His mother-in-law 


To Ann Fleming p,ers Court 

Whit Monday [7 June 1954] 

Dearest Ann 

1 am sorry you have lost your voice It was a very agreeable one 

I read Ian’s new booki & was moved to notice how fully he shares your manne 
interests 

How dare Mr Freud lecture to the young about ‘Art’ when he can’t even put a 
tiara straight on a lay figure’ ^ 

'““"'"S ■" 'he 

Bill Deakin is a vep, lovable & complicaled man He can’t decide whether to be 
hr, hinr ^ Wdh Tito Qjnte nght of Sir Maurice to give 
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Randolph & June turned up here yesterday in a decrepit taxi (Has Randolph 
done a Be^ an & lost his licence') S. whisked us off to Bath w'herc they arc buying an 
exquisite miniature palace A fine staircase, a really splendid ball-room, a good 
secondary ball-room, two attics, terraces leading to a public cemetery It will cost 
at least £5,000 each to furnish the ball-rooms at all adequately JUNE made a joke 
very quick & to the point After that she felt poorly 

1 should lote to lunch with you next*week I can’t fix a day now because it 
depends on an Archbishop when I come to London May I please telegraph to you 
soon and say either t5th, 16th or lyth^ 

WTiat heas en for Mrs Eden to cancel her ghastly engagements I hope it means 
she IS cosseting an embry o 

Love 

Evelyn 

’Ian Fleming, Live and Let Die 


To Nancy Mitford Court 

18 June 1954 

Darling Nancy 

I do hope that you are going to publish an essay telling us all about 
experiences m Russia Or are your lips sealed by your obligations to the 
Ambassador^ ‘ If so, please wntc for me and postenty m a long full letter 
Our new's is that Lord Camrose has kicked the bucket There is much 
speculation about who will control the Datly Telegraph,^ who will live at 
Hackwood, which Bernes will at once divorce, which will bnng into the ojien 
unsuitable wives and husbands hitherto kept in cellars & garrets Lord C’s last act 
was to give Pam the house he had taken for Randolph Randolph has been 
peremptorily evicted & Pam is teanng out fine Queen Anne woodwork Randolph is 
buying a palace in the outskirts of Bath It compnses one really magnificent ball¬ 
room which cannot be suitably furnished for less than £10,000 one very ne 
secondary ball-room, which might be done for £5,00° and two attic bed-rooms 
which lack room for a pot There is a noble terraced garden leading directly to a 
public cemetery' 

Cecil Beaton has produced a curiously incompetent book ^ You will be su^rised 
to learn that you and I and Harold Aaon & Oliver MesseD came from Oxford 
together & thencefons^ard lived in close intimacy with Loelia Ponsonby for w om 
we provided dance-bands, cabarets and practical-joke Art Exhibitions You may 
^Iso be surprised to leam that the great leaders of fashion were Alice Obolensky, 
Philhs de Janze, Diana Vreeland^ and CeaPs Aunt (a new character) There 
gross histoncal misstatements on every page I was asked to review it It shows 
how I have softened since my lunacy, that I have refused Ten years ago I should 
have romped into it 
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Will }ou be coming to England at alP Perhaps for Fionn O’Neill’s balP^ I like to 
go to one party a year and shall go to that Do come It will be all old fogies 

I long to wnte to The. Times newspaper, which is full of laments for the dispersal 
of the Chatsworth treasure, to tell of Debo’s aspirations with the india-rubber » But 
1 don’t Soft again you see 

Much love from 
Evelyn 

’William Ha>ier (1906- ) Ambassador to USSR i 953~7 Warden ofNew College, Oxford, 1958-76 

He asLcd Nancy Mitford not to publish anything Her diary of the \nsit e\ cntually appeared in The Water 
Beetle, 1962 

mour Beiry (1909- ) succeeded as Viscount Camrose and became deputy chairman at the Daily 
Telegraph His brother Michael Beny, Uter Lord Hartwell, succeeded Lord Camrose as chairman and 
editor-in-chief 

’Cecil Beaton, The Glass of Fashion 

* 01 i\cr Messel (1904-^8) Painter, decorator and theatneal designer He was at the Slade School of 
Fine Art, not Oxford 

’Diana Vrccland (r924- ) Fashion editor of Harper's Bazaar 1937-62, editor-in-chief of Vogue 

1962-71 

‘Jessie, the sister of Cecil Beaton’s mother, married Colonel Pedro Suarez, Bolivian minister in 
London 

*Fionn O’Neill (1936- ) The daughter of Ann Fleming by her first husband 

‘Nancy pretended to thinh her sister emended the drawings at Chatsworth 


To Ladv Marv Lygon Piers Court 

28 June [1954] 


Darling Blondy 

I am most distressed to hear you are ill Is n your brilliant mind or your beautiful 
body that is affected ’ I lost my reason in February but got some of it back in March 
I am tcmbly afraid that the coming eclipse of the sun may drive me mad again You 
arc loo young to remember the previous occasions in 1652, 1715, 1724 and 1927 
They were most alarming, particularly 1724, and my mother tells me 1598 was 
worse and that her mother had a miscamage in 1424 Draw your curtains and on no 
account look out of the window' 


Mr Beaton’s book is a %cntable congenes of factual error - Mme de Janze’s white 
colonel dc^bed as an Arabian Pasha*, your aunt Loelia confused with her cousin 
r hzabeth Ponsonby *, Lady Ripon, later Lady dc Grey’ \ Oliver Messel at Oxford 
etc etc etc A disgrace He gas e two balls in Its honour Most appropnate ha ha ha I 

supj>o^t he IS unhinged bj sexual excess 

Rose Coitcrcll’s ‘ w cdding day is one of deep emotion for me I was touched to 
leain chc has taken the name ofEsclyn I shall cry a lot in solitude here 

tomorrow to take an ArchBishop (RQ to luncheon 
w ith Dot \\ Head] Rum you will say Well he wants Anthony to be his 

Pt.cr J'‘>'■1*1 could comcA see you with grapcs«cflowcrs6c filthy stonibut JL 
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I know I can’t as it is SS Peter & Paul so I ha\e to go straight from Paddington to 
church, then straight to luncheon & then as straight as Dot’s hospitality allows 
straight to Paddington again But I think I shall be in London a w'eek later for 
longer Maj I come then ’ 

Is It not ver\ expensiv e in j our bin ^ 

E[dward]Tatham has stolen P Thursby’s wineshop I am trying to wnte a book 
but the spelling is so difficult 

How \ery badlj Sexj Beaton draws NotJikc little Poll I suppose his hand 
trembles from fucking so much 

I arn^erj sorry jou should has e seen Mr Isherwood’s book * It deals svith a seiy^ 
nasts subject Your dear father would not have approved 

5 o Lady Curzon gave a guest luncheon to impress Alfred’s [Duggan] Amencan 
publisher and all she asked were old ladies who talked of nothing but what had 
Queen Mary done with the vase they gave her at Chnstmas 1915 ^tid the publisher 
would have preferred young tarts I think I was late, well i 30 sharp, and cruelly 
beaten 

I planted loo bulbs advertised in The Times newspaper as looking like an orchid, 
smelling like a tuberose and growing five feet high 61 have begun to come up It is 
interesting because rabbits eat anything else & they will not touch these exotic 
blooms 

Now do not forget about this dangerous eclipse at lunch time on Wednesday Try 
to be calm Tell yourself it is all quite natural & that it will pass & that if you can get 
over this one you are safe until 1999 (August i ith) Let us spend that day together I 
shall be rather old & therefore very nervous 

Fondest love 
Bo 

Phillis de Jan26 is said to has c falleii in lov e with a pasha in Arabia 

T-oelia Duchess of Westminster is not necessanlj confused with Waugh’s fnend, who became Mrs 
Dennis Felly Each has been described as a *bnght young thing’ 

^Lady de Grey became Lady Ripon when her husband succeeded as marquess 

‘Rose Evelyn Cotterell (1932- ) Diughter of Lady Mary’s sister Lady Lcttice, she matned Charles 

Hambro m 1954. 

The yVorld rn the Evening 


To Christopher Sykes Court 

30June [1954] 

75 /o Eclipse of Sun 
S'r Or Madam, 

My Mr Peters has sold the broadcasting nghts of one of my books to Mrs Bray 
^ says Christopher Sykes will prepare the scripts himself and he does not 
nticipiate that you will find it necessary to do any writing on them ’ 

1 used to know this Mr Sykes Indeed I held him in high esteem and tender 
® action I introduced him to my wife and even asked him to stand sponsor at the 
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bapusm of my penultimate son But of recent years this man has spurned all my 
fnendly advances and eschewed my society in a manner which can only be 
explained by personal dislike He is a capable fellow & quite able to do his work of 
adaptation without assistance I know it would be highly embarrassing for him to 
renew an acquaintance he has been at pains to sever He would fear that the 
reconciliation might be attnbuted to avarice and sloth - two qualities of which he 


was innocent in the years I knew him 
I am, Sir or Madam, 


Your obedient servant 
Obediah Catchieside 
(Late Maj Gen) 


To Edward Sheehan Piers Court 

6 August 1954 

Dear Sir, 

Thank you for your kind interest in me 

I suggest you change your plans slightly and come here on the fourteenth for the 
fete You would find material for an article on a typically English rural event and 
you could be of great help to us 

We need men of resource to manage traffic, detect thieves, ‘bark’ at side shows, 
spend money, and judge children’s sports Also in the morning to help erect booths 
Have you any accomplishments other than writing - conjuring, ventriloquism, 
contortionism — that you would be willing to display^ Can you draw lightning 
portraits’ We can offer you a bed on the night of the fete and the remains of the 
refreshment tent There will not be much luncheon or dinner for us that day Plenty 
of wine, however, for willing helpers 

Perhaps you play the trumpet? The Stinchcombe Silver Band would welcome a 
solo while they rest 

Have you a motorcar or do you wish to be met at Stroud’ 

Yours faithfully, 

Evelyn Waugh 

Please post attached poster^ in Grosvenor Square 

> Illustrated in Evelyn Waugh and his World, p 212 


To Christopher Sykes 

18 August 1954 


The Egyptian Hotels Ltd, 

Mena House Hotel Pyramids, Cairo 
[Probably Piers Court] 


Sir, ' 

A la<i> all.ng Wlf Mrs Bray lardy amved at my hotel „,th an imroductit 
from ton in ahich, unless I misread tl, you described her as a person of raefns 
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To Teresa, Margaret and Harriet Waugh Royal Crescent Hotel, 

6 October [1954] Brighton 

Darling Meg (and Tess& Hatty) 

Thank you very much for your letter 

The congress of dipsomaniacs at Rheims was rather fatiguing ‘ They were far 1 
was about the slimmest Perhaps for that reason our kind French hosts (one of 
whom Pnneesse de Caraman-Chimay- is a cousin of sweet Annabel) thought we 
needed exercise They took us for ten mile walks underground through the cellars 
The finest is Pommery et Greno {not the finest wine) which consists of huge quarries 
made by the Romans and now linked together by passages, all cut deep in the chalk 
A hundred years ago when M Pommery married Miss Greno no one dared go near 
these caves as they were full of brigands & reputed witches 

Here is a programme of our jaunt and a list of guests My fnends marked with a 
cross 

Lord Sempill caused great surpnse and pleasure (to the French) by arriving at 
the Cathedral for the dedication of the window in a kilt When asked what he was he 
declared he was the ArchBishop’s ‘Gentiluomo’ (Italian, I think, for valet) He 
insisted on standing with the ArchBishop throughout the ceremonies, taking snuff 
from a large gold snuffbox with a great flourish of a lace handkerchief 

One day we had luncheon and the menu said ‘Potee Champagnoise, Salade, 
Fromages, Dessert’ We did not know what ‘Potee meant We thought perhaps it 
was a mispnnt for ‘Patee’ We sat down and were given a delicious soup ‘Oh, alas,’ 
thought all the fat men, ‘it is a misprint for “potage” We are going to have only 
soup & salad’ Goodness they were sad Then the soup was removed and a second 
dish appeared consisting of all the ingredients of the soup - beef and pork & chicken 
& bacon & sausage 

Lord Wicklow looked more disreputable than ever It was lucky that Lord 
Sempill was there in his kilt to restore the prestige of the British nobility 

1 am sorry you are 7th in form I am sorry you are a trouble to the Head Girl I 
hope you are severely flogged 

Youraffec papa, 

E W 

•\V»ugh had attended celebrations to mark the restoration of Rhams Cathedral by the champagne 
manufacturers 

^The daughter of Lord Ernest Hennessy married in 192, Pnnee Alphonse de Chimay 


To Graham Greene 
[October 1954] 


Piers Court 


Dear Graham 

I am delighted about White’s It shows how high you stand that you have 
overcome .he o.vful haod.eap of bemg proposed by Smke’. „ me I hope you h": 
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ordered high white collars, a hard hat, an umbrella, a tie pm, black brogues and aU 

the other requisites , 

It IS a rule that letters to the newspapers may not be wntten on the club wnting 

paper 

I wish we were to be in Jamaica together I go in January for a mont 

Punch has been banned at my daughters’ school as a result of your harmfu 

contnbution ^ , ■ i 

I was at Cambridge the other day and told some Catholic gir a out ^ 
from the Inquisition condemning Power (S Glory I hope you don ^ t at t is 

was a betrayal you told me that you didn’t mmd as long as not ingappeare 

m print Now I have cold feet Was I all right ^ 

Love 

Evelyn 


Need I say that the Cambridge Catholic girls were mdignant ? 

‘Richard StoV.es (1897-1957) Labour MP 1938-57 Lord Pnvy Seal 1951 

^Special Duties’, in which a businessman discovers that his secretary, instead of visiting churches 
gain indulgences on his behalf, has been spending her time with a lover 


To Joan Saunders^ 
23 October 1954 


Piers Court 


Dear Mrs Saunders, 

I come to you for medical advice , , 

My hero escapes from Crete (as many did) on June ist 1941 m an open 
company with a dozen others They drift for a week before an mg 1 
suffenng great privation, thirst, hunger, exposure The hero is unconscious y 

time he IS brought ashore ,, , ,,ij 

Could you please tell me m non-technical language what particu ar 1 s 
be suffering and what treatment (diet etc ) he would be given in hospit 
For the purpose of the story I wish him to receive a visitor wit m ten 
teception and to be able to talk intelligently though feebly ^ Pntrland 

such that It IS possible, by pulling strings, to have him invahde ac ° 

Caving Egypt on or before June 23rd and to be fully recovered & passe 

service again after the six weeks circuitous voyage home 

Can you make this plausable for me’ I would welcome details of hospita ro 

as «en by a patient in his condition ^ >4x1 „i,r 

Could you also, please, send me a copy of the words of Cole orter s 
Day’ 


Yours sincerely 
Evelyn Waugh 

'Thw! H in example of the son of research Mrs Saunders often undertooV for Waugh 
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To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

23 October 1954 

Darling Nancy 

More instruction please What is the force of‘Cher Ami’ as the start ofa letter ^ 
Is It more or less intimate than the use of a Christian name^ 

Are the following expressions colloquial frog - ‘Comme vous etes completement 
film star au)Ourd’hui’ 

‘Je crois bien’ (I bet) ‘que vous n’avez pas trouve cela en Egypte’ ‘Quel drole de 
panier’ (What an amusing shopping basket) ‘Enfin, madame, c’est genial’ (Well 
that’s bnlliant of you ) Spoken by a smart Levantine woman - not high Pansian 
Here is the Punch parody ^ No good really 

I do not think communists half-witted - merely very very wicked The fact that 
you approve the communist organised massacres after the ‘Liberation’ is plain 
evidence of party direction, if not membership I have in my possession a 
photograph of you with Driberg in the days of the popular front I am not sending it 
to McCarthy bcause I love you All your lovely dollars will stop flowing if the truth 
comes out 

It is indeed hard to think of novel plots for novels You see nothing that happens 
to one after the age of 40 makes any impression My life ceased with the war When I 
have squeezed the last thousand words out of that period I shall have to cast back to 
my still unravished boyhood 

What do correct French catholics think of the Index ^ I was asked the other day & 
couldn’t answer My impression is that those who are scrupulous at all are very 
scrupulous Right? 

I long for your visit to London Don’t spend every minute with Pam I hope to 
have finished my work in progress and to be in a jolly leisurely mood by mid 
November 


Fondest love 

E 

‘‘Pursuit of Fame’, a parody of Nancy Mitford’s tvnting by Julian Maclaren-Ross, Punch, 13 October 
‘ 954 - 


To Graham Greene 

SS Simon and Jude [28 October] 1954 


Piers Court 


Dear Graham 

Twenty One^ came on my 51st birthday I wish I had been able to give vou half 

as fine a present on yours Thank you very much indeed 

I am sorry you have dropped the West African beginning, which I thought had 

some beautiful work m It I m glad you have introduced‘The Hint’ A fine story 
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‘Blue F.lm’ B bnlliant i beastly I wtsh you didn't think ‘destruction is a sort of 

“itTs a great relief to hear you don't mind my mentioning you & the M"®™” 

Cambridge It was not part of my lecture In question time a girl asked if had ever 
had any trouble with Holy Office I said no, but a friend had, and 
jour name I wish you had heard the gasp of incredulous indignation from all those 
unpamted young persons No ‘passionate disloyalty there ,„ac„lf 

i say, buy the White's uniform m one go O.herwise you will be like to ^ sf' 
portrait of S Butler- neser the shoes and the shirt and the trousers all together 

Love from * 


■CoUeawn of stones by Gnihim Greene 
Mn The WayofAltFUth by Samuel Butler 


To Nancy Mitford 
i6 November 1954 


Piers Court 


Ver^ man^hanks for your kind help with my frog dialogue This book 
and Gentlemen] is done at last, posted off to the printer and not to be seen ^ 

June You will be able to sympathise with my sense of elation It is short and fun y 
completes the story I began in Men at Arms which threatene to rag ou 
grave ^ u u i 

Poor Prod IS plainly awfully barmy Theonlydisquieting eatureist at e ca , 

believe, sue as a pauper at the public expense, lose his case& leave Ed and me to pay 
our lawyers It may be necessary to have him certified Do you mind particular y 
Lady Birkenhead 2 was here on Sunday full of the dehghts of Rue Monsieur 
Have you been seeing Auberon Herbert, do I gather^ How did you n im 

Daphne has written her memoirs ^ Contrary to what one would have expeaed 
they are marred by discretion and good taste The childhood part ^ *ra e 
adult part is rather as though Lord Montgomery were to write his life and omit to 

mention that he ever served m the army 

When oh when do you come to London Please let me know in goo time 

All love 
Evelvn 


'Waugh had reviewed Lord Stanley’s Sea Peace, an account of saihng expediUons on one of which 
Peter Rodd accompaiued him The main cnticism of Rodd was that he was a bore 

^Sheila Berry (1913- ) Wnter Sister of Michael Berry, Uter Lord Hartwell Mamed the Earl of 

Birkenhead in 1935 

'Daphne Fielding, Mercury Presides, 1954- 
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To Margaret Waugh Piers Court 

II December 1954 

Darling Meg 

You have suffered under a grave injustice I thought j ou had neglected to write to 
me I find that the infamous Head Girl has been destroying your letters in the hope 
of supplanting you in my affections and inheriting a larger share of my fortune 
Why, pray, do you not put your own letters into a separate envelope' 

On Tuesday night your mother & I went to Mells for James’s first communion He 
looked very nice with a large white flower in his button-hole We had a breakfast- 
feast The little boy next to me, I could see from the corner of my eye, had a pile of 
loving letters from his brothers and sisters Not so poor James He came out to Mells 
for the day and cheated at Solitaire It was an awfully cold wet day That evening 
your mother & 1 went to London and next day to Granny Waugh’s funeral The day 
after, home 

Granny Waugh has left all of you a little token of her love, to you the Greek eikon 
(Greek for picture) of Our Lady that hung in her drawing-room Do you remember 
It' To Harriet a cameo brooch and a needle work picture 

Granny Waugh’s death was very peaceful Mrs Yaxley found her dead in her 
chair after tea I am afraid you will alway s remember her as very old & feeble I wish 
you had known her when she was young and active She loved all you children very 
much You SIX were her chief interest in her last years 
I look forward greatly to your return, darling Meg 

Your loving papa 
E W 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

18 December 1954 

Dearest Nancy 

A happy Christmas, wherever you may be 

How about January 7th for us to meet ? 1 will come up for luncheon - Ritz Hotel 

I 15-ifthat suits you We might go again to the pictures at Burlington House I was 

dazed by delight at my first visit Fragonard in full splendour for the first time m my 
expenence, a fine Tiepolo, a deliaous Oudryi still life You must tell me more of 
this painter I think Poor Pam had a deplorable Pug by him Otherwise I know 
nothing 

Allan Ramsay^ was a revelation too 

t David Cccil, having pretended to be at work for 15 years on a 

life of Lord Melbourne, dashed it off suddenly in emulation mdeed in exact stylistic 
\mm\tzuon o( Pompadour & that the Americans bought an edition thinking Lord 
Al meant Lord Montagu' 

I have had a grave week as my mother has just died, aged 84 You say the English 
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al\\ays sa) ‘Happy release’ at a death It was really so in her ci^e Not that she was in 
pain, but bitterly weary and irked at her dependent state She was found by er 
maid dead in her arm chair So for her it was happy, but it fills me with regret for a 
lifetime of failure in aflfection & attention And of course there has been a 0 o 

uncongemal work with relations & lawyers 

Children come flooding m by every tram It is rather exhilarating see their 
simple exatement & curiosity about every Chnstmas car ^ 00 , papa, e y 
Park Hotel has sent a coloured picture of its new cocktail bar 

When 1 reviewed that Victorian book^ I took the writer to be a bumptious young 
puppy 1 hear he is an aged and wealthy pansy What astounds me is the standar o 
reviewing The book was a congeries of platitude & misstatement pro uce 1 
prep-school examination paper on ‘jellygraph I keep opening papers w ic y 
‘Mr Dutton’s scholarly at penetrating work - impeccable taste - sumptuous 

production’etc . , , „,.aii 

I went to Oxford & visited my first homosexual love, Richar ares, a on 

Souls At 50 he IS quite paralysed except his mind& voice and awaiting deterioration 
and death - more dignified than John Hayward,* no lolling tongue, ut more 
helpless A wife and four daughters, no pnvate fortune He would have been Mas 

ofBalholifhe had not been struck down No Chnstian faith to support him Avery 

harrow mg visit , ^ , 

Debo’s face in the Daily Mail this morning from the wop painter whose w 

gives me the creeps * 

Until 7th 

Much love 
Evelyn 

How disgusting about the frogs all getting drunk Is it a he put about by the 
CocoColo [rif] makers^ 

‘Jean-Baptisc Oudry (1686-1755) Painter largely of still li'es and animals 

^AllanRatnsay (1713-84) Scottish portrait painter „ ., , 

^Ralph Dutton, The V,Conan Home, reviewed by Waugh in The Sunday T.mes a 8 November 1954- 

‘Richard Pares (1902-58) Professor of History at Edmburgh University He mamed the daughter of 

Sir Maunce Powicke, also an historian 

’Man ofletters and close fnend of TS Ehot He suffered from muscular dystrophy 
*The Duchess of Devonshire was painted by Annigoni. 


To P G WODEHOUSE 
29 December 1954 


Piers Cfourt 


Dear Dr Wodehouse^ 

There was an awful moment about 25 years ago when Edith Sitwell leant towards 
me like a benevolent eagle and said ‘Mr Waugh, you may call me Edith’ I did not 
dare address her for five years I can’t wnte, to my revered master, ‘Dear Plum’ but 
I am most exhilarated by your very kind card 
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I hope you had a more cheerful Christmas than we influen/a, mild but 
vexatious, swept the house Jeeves the Feudal Sptnt passed from sick bed to 
sick bed relieved the gloom 

I don’t expect to come to America this year It is a place to visit when one is 
successful and the book I have just finished is of purely insular interest Is there no 
hope of seeing you in England ^ 

Yours with deep respect 
Evelyn Waugh 

I don’t know whether the address you gave in Punch is genuine so send this to your 
publisher 

'Wodehouse was an honorary D Litt of Oxford University, 1939 


To Cyril Connolly Piers Court 

9 January 1955 

Dear Cynl 

I procured a copy of Encounter Golly what a paper Never again But I read your 
reminiscence' with keen enjoyment I notice a silk hat, no bowler I greatly doubt 
whether you sported one even before Miss Stein took command 

The thing about Nina [Countess of Seafield] was that she was entirely invented by 
buggers She didn’t exist at all outside Mark’s [Ogilvie-Grant] imagination Have 
you seen her lately’ I have Non existent That is a theme for a book - the way 
buggers in our day created characters for heirs & heiresses - Brian [Howard] & 
Robert [Byron] etc etc etc 

I can’t see the Knightsbridge mews vision What on earth had the pseudo Cynl 
been doing with the baby while Miss Fisher had her bath ’ Who paid her for what in 
the night club 

I enjoyed seeing your refugee standing drinks in your club but I am afraid I shall 
have to resign soon 

The floor was covered with loose calico at the ballet so the poor girls couldn’t 
dance They just stood and stroked one another In Ashton’s ballet^ I mean 

I hope to find you when I return from Jamaica Wnte if you feel inclined care 
Perry [Lord Brownlow] ‘Roanng River’ 


Love, 

Evelyn 


•‘One of My Londons’ by Cynl Connolly 

'ConnoUy wrote ‘a tall well-dressed young man with a baby m his arms stands on the darkening step 
the door IS opened by a laughing girl in nothing but a bath towel’, and imagined their evemng ouJ 
together 

^Rmaldo and Arm,da, choreography by Fredenck Ashton, had its first night on 6 January 1955 
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To Margaret and Harriet Waugh [On boat to Botmuda] 

[January 1955] 

Darling Meg & Hatty (and ^vhen I say ‘Hatty’ I mean that you, Meg, are not to 
behave like the infamous Head Girl & keep this letter to yourselO 

I was very sorry to leave without saying goodbye to you I read the news ot the 
English weather daily with great anxiety 1 fear you must be still enclosed in snow in 

Devon and nearing starvation The weather has been awfully ba at sea too 

have not been starved — caviar evcrj night It has been so rough t at most o t 
passengers have lain in their cabins groaning Not so your sturdy old pap^w 0 as 
sauntered about blowing cigar smoke in everyone’s face and eating a ot ere are 
three or four men from White’s on board so we dnnk a lot too and laugh loudly in 

our coarse way , , 

There is a poor old journalist named Beverley Nichols on board who cares more 
about his personal appearance than the vainesj of ladies and he has come on to t is 
ship purely in the hope of sun-bathing and acquiring a becoming sun tan t as 
been far too stormy for him to venture out on deck and he is m tears o 

disappointment u a t 

We have mass every day (and I go) said by a black priest wit a great ear jus 

hke a Father Christmas dipped in ink nr t'i, ^ 

Tomorrow I land at Bermuda (find it on the map) and then fly to JamMca. a is 

where the Rum is made that is such a problem at South Ascot wi write you 
instructive letters about the geography, manners & customs of these interesting 
islands , , 

On board we have a cinema every afternoon and games every evening ave 
learned to play Scrabble We will get a set& play at Easter I play with poor weeping 
Mr Beverley Nichols 

All my love to you two darling girls and to the great Head Girl too 

Papa 

Whose handwriting is affected by the roughness of the ocean not by debauches with 
wild men of White’s 


To Auberon Waugh 
27 January 1955 


Roaring River, 
St Anne’s Bay, 
Jamaica BWI 


Dear Bron, 

I Was sorry not to see you before your return to Downside Had I done so I would 
have ofifered you sage advice I got the impression that last term you were going a it 
far m your defiance of school rules I should hate you to be low spinted ^d 
submissive, but don’t become an anarchist Don’t above all things put on side t is 
an excellent thing to see through the side of others - particularly of youths who 
think they are young Gods because they are good at games But they at least are 
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good at something There is no superiority m shirking things and doing things 
badly Be superior by cultivating your intellect and your taste Enough of this, but 
pay attention to it 

We had a very stormy voyage as far as Bermuda but I enjoyed it greatly Many 
fnends from White’s on board and delicious food In this degraded decade the 
comfort of a Cunard hner is the most congenial m existence By constrast BOAC 
which brought me here was squalidly incompetent 

Lord Brownlow has a fine airy house on a hill over-looking the sea in a park from 
which he has cut away all the palms, leaving only forest trees It is rather like Pixton 
if you can imagine the sea starting at the gates & running to the horuon bnlliant 
blue Poor Lord Brownlow suffers greatly from accidents to all his gadgets - the 
electric cocktail shaker wont work, the Jaguar has broken us back axle, both jeeps 
are lacking essential parts He takes all these mishaps very hard He has just married 
a new wife ^ She has a pain in the neck but she takes it lightly We bathe sometimes 
in the sea sometimes in a fresh water pool and dnnk rum and sleep and I do two 
hours work every morning m a pavilion I haven’t seen much of Jamaica yet It is an 
odd island The whole north coast where Roaring River stands has quite lately 
become the resort of millionaires, mostly Amencan Ten years ago the coast was an 
empty coral strand with a few negro fishing villages Now it is all Hollywood style 
villas and huge hotels charging 40 dollars a day for their smallest rooms and the poor 
negroes cannot now find a yard of beach to paddle in The interior of the island where 
1 hope to go soon is all wild hill country inhabited by very poor negroes Land on the 
coast which ten years ago could be bought for £20 an acre now costs 2000 Great 
fortunes have been made in land speculation but no benefit goes to the people 
Perhaps they will massacre the whites one day At present they seem too lethargic 

I wish your mother was here with me She would not like the bats which fly about 
the verandahs in the evening in hundreds I left her very cold & sad I hope she is 
now at Pixton recuperating 

Lord Brownlow’s son^ has just failed to get a commission m the Grenadiers - a 
sad warning to boys who give themselves airs Take warning 

Tiny humming birds are hovering round the flowering trees It is really most 
agreeable here 


Youraffec papa 
E Waugh 

’Dorothy Power an American, had rnamed Lord Brownlow in 1954 She died in 1966 
^Edward Cost (1936- ) Succeeded as I-ord Brownlow 1978 


To Graham Greene 
II March 1955 


Piers Court 


Dear Graham 

I have just come home to find awaiting me Thank vou verv m. 

for gmog,0 mo I had read fragment a nasr, paper I picked up and w! 
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first that they might have spoiled it for me But not at all When I got it compact and 
complete and elegant I read straight through ^vlth keen enjoyment & admiration 
The characters are so real that they have set me fretting How they are to 

regret their renunciation of wealth when the transports 0 t e oneymoon 
abated' I see that idiot girl now shivering at the bus^top and gnawing 

sausageSc fairly bursting with homesickness for Monte Carlo atsmoreo c 

she wont stay faithful to her ageing clerk for ten months I suspect that even in e 

jacht she developed a crush on Korda 1 n r l , ^ 

I missed all the reviews I hope they appreciated the masterly skill 
Why by the wa> do >ou suppose that papists are more prone t an ^ e 
identify characters in fiction with their author> It seems to be a universal nuisance 

among the unimaginative . t r 

I found Jamaica awfully dull, but an effective healt r^ort ou 
footsteps m Noel [Coward’s] bungalow and at Tower Isle, w ere at t is m 
Cardinal Spellman IS spending his Lent That finally ends any ooseta o is 

papabile I think , 

If you are in London let us keep our postponed festival at ite s 

Yours ever 

T 7 


ToTW Gadd 

Easter Monday [11 April] 1955 


Piers Court. 


Dear Mr Gadd ,, 

Thank you for sending me this poem I wish I could give ^ opinion ^ 1 
trouble is that I simply don’t understand anything later than ennyson 

go to Spender or Lehmann for appreaation , . 1 u 

I am glad you find ‘Sebastian’ ‘ an interesting character I don t think he h y 
egotism He was a contemplative without the necessary grace o ortitu 

Yours sincerely 
Evelvn Waugh 


'Sebastian Flytc of Bndethead Revisited 


To TW Gadd Piers Court 

Apnl1955 

Postcard 

Thank you for your letter Pray do not suppose that my inabihty to enjoy modem art 
IS a source of pnde to me I deplore it Nor is it the fruit of affluent circumstances 1 
V ^now many ncher & better educated than myself, who rejoice in Picasso 

E W 
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To Anthony Powell 
25 April 1955 

My Dear Tony . . , . , 

Phave now read Acceptance World slowly and with great relish I think it even 

better done than its predecessor and congratulate you with all my hcan 1 prefer 
Mrs Erdleigh to Mr Deacon as a piece of apparatus and the climax of Le Bas s 
seizure to the cascade of sugar The whole Old Boy dinner is superb The plot seems 
to me altogether denser and I prefer the economy m comment In fact it is an 
admirable book I am glad I haven’t to review it I don’t quite know how I would 
dehne my admiration I feel each volume of this senes is like a great sustaining slice 
of Melton Pie ‘ I can go on eating it with the recurnng seasons until I drop 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

‘Elaborate cold meat pte, speciality of Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire 


To John Betjeman Piers Court 

3 May 195s 

My Dear John 

I am sorry that Penelope forbade our reunion after the Hollis wedding I wanted 
to confer with you about (among other things) Charles D’Costa* a very nice 
Jamaican )ew with whom I stayed in that island He boasts (a) that Cynl Connolly 
was his tutor (b) that you flogged him at Marlborough ^ These high claims have 
raised him to the intellectual leadership of the Canbbean and N Coward and I 
(Bond) Fleming do him homage 

You will shortly receive an invitation from the Head Girl of St Mary’s Ascot (my 
daughter Teresa) to amuse the girls there They are very pretty I know, less well 
than you, but pretty well, horrors of such invitations But if you accept I will try and 
provide a )olly dinner afterwards for you & Penelope, Laura, Head Girl etc We 
might perhaps do an effortless humiliating comic debate together? It is the H G’s - 
last term of office and it would end in a glow if she got hold of you, to whom all the 
senior girls are deeply devoted Please think senously of this 

Do you possess, do you want, the Architectural Review, bound, 1895—1905 
(circa)? I am offered it and would give it to you if acceptable 

Anyway it is far too long since you were here After your duties to the party are 
fulfilled on May 26th do please try & find a Ume to visinis 


Yours 

Evelyn 

'CharlK D’Costa (1910-74) His family had been in Jamaica since the seventeenth century and had 
prospered in sugar and later m commerce generally 

‘Betieman replied that he was never in a position at Marlborough to beat anyone 
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To John Betjeman 
13 May 1955 


Piers Court 


Dear John 

D’Costa sa> s you flogged him for not blacking your boots correctly I must say it 
doesn’t sound like >ou But all Jamaica, Jew Chnstian black & white belie\es him 
Actionable' I doubt it 

Mother Mercedes suggests Ascension Day for your kind % isit to Ascot That suits 
me Any day suits me You fix it with her and I will roll up We wont on any account 
dine with the nuns There is a Trust House at the gates w here we can get tig t a ter 
the tomfoolery . 1 u k » 

Do you think a debate between us,‘Girls have a better time at sc 00 t an oys 
‘Gitls should ha^e university educations —careers in shops , Art IS a ore nysor 

of nonsense like that 1 j k i 

The Architectural Reviews have come 5 vols not consecutive ® * 

full of useful reference material for you I will bring them to South cot 

Was that secretary an Ascot girl-or just in your mind at the time o writing 

I bought Plomer’s poems ^ on your recommendation & thin was a sue er 


Evelyn 


'Willum Ploraer, A Shot la the Park, 1955 


To Auberon Waugh 
23 May 1955 


Piers Court 


My Dear Bron 

Dont write in that silly tone No one has any motive with regard to you excep 
your own welfare No decision is absolute yet If you have a better suggestion to 

make I shall be pleased to hear it r ki v 

I warned you at the beginning of last term that you were heading for trouble 1 ou 
paid no attention I need not repeat what I said to you at the end o t is o ays 
could not tell you then what I had in mind for your future, as a e t t e 
Headmaster to make his own arrangements in his own time with the house masters 
I fully realise that it is a most unusual kindness of the Headmaster s to 
change houses My first idea was to send you to another school It is possi e t at 
Stonyhurst might take you, but I should have to ask them to do so as a favour, and 1 
cannot do this unless I am confident that you intend to behave yoursel you go 
there as Psmith& Mike* went to Sedleigh, determined to sulk, it would be hopeless 
You have made a mess of things At your age that is not a disaster, but you must 
help yourself Your future, temporal and spintual, is your own making I can only 
provide opportunities for your achievements 


'PG Wodehousc charaaers. 


Your affectionate papa 
EW 
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To Auberon Waugh Piers G)urt 

14 June 1955 

My Dear Bron 

I congratulate you with all my heart on your success with your story You do not 
name the discerning magazine - Everybody’s^ perhaps? Anyway it is an agreeable 
thing to see ones work professionally recognized I look forward greatly to seeing the 
issue They won’t pay you until the end of the month in which it appears That is the 
usual practice 

Your hairless uncle Alec Waugh has also had a success at last His latest book ^ has 
been taken by the American ‘Book of the Month’, serialized, filmed - in fact the 
jack-pot It is very nice for him after so many years of disappointment & obscunty 
He has not drawn a sober breath since he heard the news 

Your Uncle Auberon’s hopes are less rosy,^ but your mother, grandmother, 
aunts and pig-walloper^ have had and are still having a highly enjoyable time in 
Sunderland Your mother still believes she has been in Sutherland 

I am glad the Headmaster is paying attention to you His aim, I think, is to find 
whether it is better to continue your education or to send you with a changed name 
and £5 to Australia 

I trust your Empire League is not under the auspices of Sir Oswald Mosley ? If it 
IS you will end in pnson like my old fnend Diana Mitford 

Think of all lonely schoolboys on Ascension Day in memory of your father in 
1916 


Your affec papa 
E W 

‘Auberon Waugh’s story ‘Caligula’ was published in LiUipul 
^Island tn the Sun 

’Auberon Herbert stood as a Conservative and lost by 3,000 votes 
♦AhekDru 


To Graham Greene 
[4 July 1955J 

Postcard 


Piers Court 


Mystified by your predilection for son-in-law 
seek, you should - surely? - try further East 
Betjeman can fix you up in England 


If It IS really a CAMEL OWNER you 
If CANAL OWNER, I think John 


E 
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To Messrs Knight, Fr\nk \nd Rutley^ 
4 July 1955 


Piers Court 


Dear Oldfield i u ^ a 

You may remember that >ou came here about nine years ago when a am ea 

of moving to Ireland 

Now I have the idea of moving anywhere I am sick of the distnct 
I would like to sell out I realise that pnces have dropped a great deal We have 
built various farm buildings & made the garden better but I believe that £io,oot is 

the most I could asL I would not want to sell for less I am in no hurry to go I don» 
want the house advertised But if you happen to meet a lunatic who wants to vein 

this ghastly area, please tell him 

Have you still got photographs’ Country Life & vanous other journals have 

photographed us rather often I could send pnnts 

If you would hke to look at us again, you would, of course, be very welcome any 

Yours sincerely 
Evelyn Waugh 

I don’t want frivolous sight-seers Only serious lunatics who want to hve near here 


‘Esute agents and aucuoneert. 


To Anthony Powell 
[5 July 1955] 

Postcard 

‘Crouchback’* (junior not so his admirable father) is a png But he is a virtuous, 
brave png If he had funked, the defection of‘Ivor Claire’ could not have had the 

necessary impact on him ^ 

I wonder what you made of T Pakenham^ who was on his way to you troin me 
Not sortable, I thought, but likely to grow up agreeable Spo.ts & hair homble & 
awkward with his hands See next Spectator for fine essay rejected by Punch 
Do pop over one day soon 


‘In OJiueTi and Gentlemen 

‘Thomas Pikenham (1933- ) Wnter Eldest son of Frank Pakenham 


To Sir Maurice Bowra Court 

14 July 1955 
Dear Maunce 

Very many thanks for your letter I had the pen poised to send you a copy of my 
novel and then I thought no, it is cheek sending stufiflike this to a panjandrum J 
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am homfied to think of >ou buying it Thank you and please forgive me for not 
giving It to you Next time I will,ifthereisanexttimc 1 have lots more to tell about 
the characters how Tony Box Bender developed a monastic vocation in jug and 
broke his father’s heart (Ivo the mad dead brother who died before the story began 
IS a key character Guy’s silence in the hospital is all part of the strain that works out 
variously in the members of the family) Then of course Mrs Troy remarried Guy 
because she found herself in the shit, without money and pregnant by Trimmer 
Tnmmer’s son becomes the heir of the family and Old Crouchback died happy Da 
Costa was really a communist all the time and behaves horribly in Jugo-SIavia Lots 
to tell, but my poor mind may go again before I tell it 

I have not spoken to Cynl for a long time I see his blue quiv enng face peer round 
the door at White’s sometimes but he scuttles away if- as there nearly always is - 
there is a hearty mob with me Do I gather he has shed the chatelaine of the Oak 
Cottage^' Good for him 

I suppose your vacation plans would not include a visit here ^ Late September is a 
pleasant season sometimes The cook is awful but the cellar all right, and some 
objets d’art I should like to display 

It IS a sorrow to me that I got the hymn wrong ^ I have not heard it since Lancing 
Chapel I consulted the head housemaid who sings in the protestant parish choir 
She gave me the wrong words I must look up Hymns A (y M and see if they are on 
the Index If they are not, I will get a copy and avoid sad mistakes in future 

As from today Stinchcombe is without a vicar Isaac Williams built the Vicarage 
and Keble, his brother-in-law, often preached here 

Betjeman very kindly came to entertain the girls at St Mary’s, Ascot Goodness 
he gave them a good time in real Ensa^ style I am awfully encouraged that you like 
Officers (S Gentlemen The reviewers don’t, fuck them 

Lady Pamela has faded from my life like a little pat of melting butter But I see 
and correspond with Ann I go to her at Dorn for the first of August Couldn’t you 
invite yourself too? Ian will be m America then I fear 

Yours ever 

'Barbara Connolly Evelyn 

^Waugh had published an article in the Spectator 8 July 1955 entitled ‘Awake My Soull It is a Lord,’ 
confusing the first lines of two hymns ‘Awake, my Soul, and with the sun,’ and ‘Hark, my soul, it is the 
Lord.’ The arUcle mocked Nancy Spam (1917-64), the hostile hterary enue of the Daily Express, and 
Lord Noel-Buxion (1917- ) who had called at Piers Court uninvited and been sent packing 
^Acronym for Entertainments National Services Associauon 


To Edith Sitwell 

14 July 1955 
Dearest Edith 


Piers Court 


‘Desiderata’IS disgusting I have destroyed it Desiderata mdttd* 
t is delightful to know that you & Osbert are amused by my exhibition of Spam & 
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Buxton and by my book As \ou must know there is no one whose opinions I value 

more than jours Sc his It was good of you to get to the fag of writing 

But the real joj of jour letter is in the last paragraph ' Welcome Welcome Will 
jou be\erj kind and send me a postcard when the thing is fixed so that Laura and I 
may make our communions for jou ^ I know of many people who will want to thank 
God for JOU and manj priests who will want to remember you in their masses But I 
presume jou don’t want the matter spoken of, so shall mention it to no one until you 
gi\e the word 

Is It exorbitant to hope that jour example Sc prayers may bring Osbert to the 
Faith? I ha\e often thought I saw in his writing (tho not as plain as in jours) that he 
was near the truth 

I take It JOU will be received at Mount St Marj'’s, where I have so o ten ear 
mass Sc prajed for you all? 

My love to Father Caraman You must be a deep joy to him 

Evelyn 

‘Edith SitweU became a cornert to Roman Catholicism She was talong mstrumon from 
Fr Caraman sj 


To Christopher Sykes 
15 July 1955 

My Dear Christopher 

The Press Agent has at last sent me your review of Officers £ 5 " Gentlemen am 
delighted to note that Spender has not corrupted your grammar or your taste It is a 
most discerning Sc lucid review Thank you very much 

It was good news this morning that Jehovah has struck at the divorces of Ascot 
pity he missed 

The Director of the Spoken Word says he has no authonty to order The Critics 
to observe polite conventions ‘ I have reported him Sc them to the Director ^ue 
Rumours reach Sunchcombe that Boots has shed the chatelaine of Oak Cottage 
That too IS good news 

I have a theory about the modem Teddy-boj' school of novelist Sc critic Q® u] 
Wain, [Kingsley] Ames, [nr] etc It is that they all read English Literature for 
schools^ and so take against it, while good critics Sc wnters read as a treat and a 
relaxation from Latin Sc Greek 

It IS very cool Sc fragrant here and I shall not go to London until the fine weather 
ends I hope to see you in the sleet Sc dnzzle Have you taken your name off the 
Rockingham ?3 It is full of men called Forbes'* now, a worse man still in the same 
trade called O’Bnen ^ Randolph roars obscene gossip about Sir A Eden ^ 

Ha\e the Jews a club of their own which you frequent m preference? St James s 
used to be their hide out Did it hurt being circumcised? I was done in infancy 
owing to connexions with Bntish India Clonmore was done late in life to stop him 
Rigging So wasHobhouse for other reasons — not ritualistic 
Did you read a beautiful book named Picnic at Sakkara ? ® 
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Betjeman doesnt know u .s forbidden to s^ear a strav. hat in London before 
Goodwood 

I go to Folkestone m August Ifyou are taking ship there, stop & see me 

Did you know that the family who owned this house were close connexions ot 
WinCiitc ^ ^ 

Your affectionate brother-officer, fellow Gregorian u rival in the art of letters 

E Waugh 

■Waugh had objected to being referred to as ‘Waogh’ and not ‘Mr Waugh’ on the BUC radio 
programme The Cnltcs 

^Fmal examinations at Oxford for the B A. degree 

JThe Rockingham was a club based on White’s invented by Sykes in The Song of a Shirt It aUo turned 
out to be the name of an existing homosexual mccung place 
^Probably Alastair Forbes 

>Alan Bnen, a journalist but not a member, was introduced to Waugh in White’s by Randolph 
Churchill He decided to be in his own phrase 'tediously pushy’, and questioning Waugh about a profile 
in Tru/A, received the reply 'I assume that youarcthcauthorof that miserable and ill-informed piece It 
is scarcely bkely that anyone else would cither remember or care about its contents ’ Waugh assumed 
nghily Further insults were exchanged through Churchill 
‘By P H Newby 

’Christopher Sykes was to publish a biography of Orde Wingate in 1959 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

18 July 1955 


Darling Nancy 

I hope you and Col danced about the streets like mad things on 14th to celebrate 
the liberation of M de Sade 

I am surpnsed & delighted that you managed to get through Officers G” 
Gentlemen Mrs Stitch threw away Guy’s letter because she thought it contained the 
mcnmmating War Diary of Hookforce in Crete War Dianes had to be sent to 
C H Q_ Records by Intelligence Officers 

Here is Miss Spain’s article Please return I gather you see the Spectator so you 
will have read Lord Noel-Buxton’s infamous attempt to put the blame on the 
woman Only a socialist and a quaker could be quite so caddish I know' nothing of 
either of the pilgnms except for that one incident I don’t think Miss Spam can be 
very nice, whatever her grandmother’s horticultural gifts, ^ as I have had a 
mountainous mail from people as different as Edith Sitwell and Violet Bonham- 
Carter, telhng me of suffenngs at her hand m the past Nor do I think Mr 

Raymond^ can be very nice I have read some very common arUcles by him Are you 

getting into the wrong set’ 


I look forward to seeing the final draft of your letter in the Spectator I don’t thinl 
journalists are any better than tounsts The difference is that there are lots of idli 
tourists in ^^xisand none m Siinchcombe while the journalists are fairly respectabl 
people like Mr Giles In England there are beastly journalists who can only get inti 
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print if they are offensue 1 don’t take any Beaverbrook papers but I gather they 
speaalize in beastliness The Spectator has been running a very effective campaign 
against them Mr Gilmour seems a high minded young man He has a very attractive 
wife * 

I find about journalists that even when one has been hospitable to them and quite 
hked them 5c thought they quite liked one, they invariably put some awful statement 
into ones mouth Politicians have to face the risk because they live on popular votes, 
but for novelists it would not affect the sale of a single copy if we were never 
mentioned in the Beaverbrook press The editors know this and it riles them 
It is so long since I wrote that I forget what I last told you Did I say that 
Desmond Guinness^ came here with a wife like Tilly Losch who has learned 
English solely from your books ^ An enjoyable couple ^ 

Cnossos IS a wonderful fake is it not ^ I particularly relished the reconstructions 
of the frescoes A whole school of design contrived out of bits of plaster the size of a 
thumb nail 

It has been so hot that I haven’t been to London at all & missed Debo s water gala 
which I gather was highly enjoyed by all 

On Saturday I saw Alurder in the Cathedral*^ at Gloucester I went not 
expecting to like it much 6c was deeply moved 
Lady Jones got Honks right in the cemetery ’’ 

Love 

E 

'Nancy Mitford had wntten that the garden of Nancy Spain’s grandmother was the pnde of the 
Redewater Valley She’s a funny rough creature (Nancy) but I rather htc her 
^john Raymond (1923-77) Cnuc and author 

^Frank Giles (1919- ) The Times correspondent in Rome and later Pans Deputy Editor of The 

Sunday rimer 1967 In 1946 he married Lady Kilty Sackville 

'Lady Carohne Montagu-Douglas-Scott (1927- )marned m 1951 Ian Gilmour (1926- ), editor 
of the Spectator 1954-9 it'd Conservative mp since 1962, succeeded as baronet 1977 

^Desmond Guinness(i93i- ),son of Lord Moyne (Bryan Guinness) and Diana Mitford, brother of 
Jonathan, mamed Pnneess Mane-Gabnelle (Manga) of Wurttenburg m 1954- 
‘ByTS Ehot 

’In The Loved and Envied, 1951, a novel by Enid Bagnold (Lady Jones) 


To Father Philip Caraman Court 

19 July 1955 

Dear Fr Caraman 

Edith Sitwell has told me that she is under your instruction and will be received 
into the Church next month I need not say how much I rejoice with you in this & 
_ow much I admire your delicacy in the matter 
Don t please think me impertinent I am an old friend of Edith s & love her She is 
lable to make herself a little conspicuous at times This morning I have had another 
etter from her She says she will be received in London Am I being over-fastidious 
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m thinking Mount St Mary’s much more suitable What I fear is that the popular 
papers may take her up as a kind of Garbo-QuLtn-Chnstina I was incomparably 
less notorious when I was received and I know that I suffered from the publicity 
which I foolishly allowed them There are so many malicious people out to make a 
booby of a Sitwell It would be tragic if this greatest occasion in her life were in any 
way sullied Gin you not persuade her to emulate St Helena in this matter^ ‘ 

What, by the way, has happened to Weston^^ 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

'The ceremony was held in London but publicity avoided 

^The Autobiography of an Elizabethan by William Weston, translated b) Philip Caraman, foreward b\ 
Evelyn Waugh, June 1955, published in New York, as yin Autobiography from the Jesuit Underground 


To THE Editor of the Spectator 
Published 22 July 1955 


Piers Giurt 


MEN OF WAUGH 


Sir, - Mr Carlisle’s! testimonial to Lord Noel-Buxton’s sensitive scholarship and 
intrepid paddling would be more impressive if it did not appear in conjunction with 
that nobleman’s own letter Finding he has made an ass of himself, he turns on the 
lady whom he chose to escort, and publicly calls her a bar Has Miss Spam no 
brother? Has the editor of the Daily Express no horse-whip? 

But I am more concerned with my own narrow squeak If 1 accept the 
unchivalrous repudiation and believe that the words which have caused so much 
innocent fun during the last three weeks - ‘I am not on business, I am a member of 
the House of Lords - were invented and put into Lord Noel-Buxton’s mouth by 
Miss Spam, I may ask if this is how she treats an old and valued fnend, what would 
she have done to me? What monstrous infelicities would she have fathered nn 
reluctant host, if I had let her m to dinner 

Yours faithfully 

•Anthony ariisle had written to the Spectator descnbine Lord Noel WAUGH 

history prepared to test his theories about Roman fords at considerable . " “ sensitive student of 

Noel-Buxton when he failed to walk across discomfon and even nsk • Lord 

Cotswolds.' He wrote himself to say Nancy Spam had mis^To^d^i’m. 


To Nancy Mitford 

23 July 1955 Piers Court 


Dearest Nancy, 
S.,nchco™be . 0„°e 
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ostracism If I had known, I would not have made untimely jibes about your 
frequenting the wrong set I am sorry for my heavy footedness You must be lonely 
& chill sitting with Mr Raj mond & Miss Spam 

Of course 1 was as shocked as any frog by jour attack on Mane Antoinette but 
since we once had an estrangement after Mosley’s Albert Hall Meeting, I had 
resolved never to let jour subversive opinions influence my love ^ 

Some of mj informants saj you may be readmitted to the fringes of Society 
Others that you will have to change your name& go to Dakar Well it is warm there 
and you will like that 

Love from 
Evelyn 

'Lady Diana Qwpcr, Frank and Lady Kitty Giles. 

^ENcn in her cherished France she could not resist writing an article which infuriated many whose 
opinion she cared for This was more than a tease for she sought to justify the execuuon of Mane- 
Antoinette as a traitress Pnnee Pierre of Monaco cut her dead and as her dear fnend Princess Dolly 
Radziwill remarked “Some doors will for ever be closed against her Harold Acton, Nancy Mitford 
P 100 ButNancy Mitford wrote,‘How ever now !’m back they can’t resist me and empty though Pansis 

I dont have many meals alone with Miss Spam ’ 


To THE Editor of The Times 

24 July 1955 

STATUES IN LONDON 

Sir, - Would not the House of Lords be the most appropriate place for a statue of 
the first Earl Llojd George’ He first made his mark by eloquent denunaations of 
that House In his years of power he did more than any Prime Minister to embellish 
It with new names In his wise old age he entered it himself 
I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

EVELYN WAUGH 


To Nancy Mitford ’ Grand Hotel, 

5 August 1955 Folkestone 

Dearest Nancy 

Mrs Arthursounds splendid I hope she exercises wide influence 
I met another traveller from Pans I said ‘I hear Mrs Rodd is entirely 
ostracized ’ ‘Oh not at all I saw her with’ - and then a stnng of names But all those 
names were Jewish amencan or English Dur parmesan Mrs Arthur, despite her 
nlliant literary acumen, doesnt sound like the Faubourg Well perhaps Hollywood 
^ill bring some comfort Lots of the people there have taken very august names 
Guermantes’ in every studio cafeteria speaking with strong Danubian accents 
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I have comt lo live hut for a bit, cvtr>thtng nice except the UKikmg and the 
customers I see \nn [Fleming] and BetiineDavison* - Noel Giward and 1 dont do 
any work, which was the object of my coming 

Yesterday I went to London to stand godfather to Edith Sitwell who has 
submitted to the Pope of Rome She looked fine - like a i6th ceniur> infanta and 
spoke her renunciation of heresy in silver bell like tones .\ftcrwards a gargantuan 
feast at her Sesame Club I had heard gruesome accounts of that place but she gave 
us a rich blow-out Very odd company none of whom I had seen before, only one I 
had he-ard of- the actor Alec Guinness,^ very shy & bald 1 ic is turning papist too, so 
there is something to balance the loss of Miss Cli Iford ♦ w ho is marrv ing a man with 
no legs & two wives Think of choosing to be named Atalanta Fairev' No sense of 
propnety Ed Stanley has written a first rate essay on Bclloe as preface to the Cruise 
of the Nona ^ Ann says he is impotent and greatly depressed about it 

Honks has had a tooth out and gone to starve with Loelia The tooth drawing was 
sudden Ann telephoned to Loeha to say she would be arnving m a weakened state 
and would need some nounshing broth Loclia replied ‘I have sent my eook on a 
hohday I made it quite clear that there would be no mc*als’ 

I keep sending notes to the chef‘Don’t put cornflour in the sauce’ etc Now he 
comes up and glowers at me in his white hat from behind a screen in the dining 
room 

I amsorry'you thought the O^’rmrr’profile’good I found itgrosslv impertinent 
How impatient I am with the rot in the papers about science Rc'allv, to spend 
millions of pounds of public money in letting off invisible fireworks' A football 200 
miles away, travelling at 18,000 miles an hour They are howling mad 


Love 

Evelyn 


‘Nancy Milford had written ‘She places Os and Gs [Ojjiurs ami Ccntlcmcn] among the great not els 
of the world ’ 

^Berttne Russell (1905- ) Marriedin 19^9 Pamck Davison who succeeded as Lord Broughshanc in 
1953 


^Alec Guinness (1914- ) Roman Catholic conven Knighted in 1959 

♦Atalanta Qifford (1932- ) married 1955-60 to Richard Fairey, the son of the founder of the Fairet 

Aviauon Company ^ 

^1925, reissued 1955 

<aTie prohle ends ‘Embittered romantic, over-deliberate squire and recluse, popular comedian 
cathohe father ofa Ctmily, Evelyn Waugh is one of the oddest figures of our time ’ Oirmc. 3, Jul> ,955' 


To Edith Sitwell 
9 August 1955 


As from Piers Court 


Dearest Edith 

I have left St Margaret’s Bay so only got your charming letter last night when I 
was on the point of wnting to you to thank you again for choosing me as sponsor for 
yo.r preset of poems and for rhe del.gh.ful luncheon party I thoughry'ot 
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circle of friends round the table remarkably ty pical of the Church in its variety and 

goodwill August 4th will now mean 1955 ^0 ^ 9^4 

It IS 25 years all but a few weeks since Fr D’Arcy received me into the Church I 
am aghast now when I think how frivolously I approached (though it seemed grave 
enough at the time) for every year since has been one of exploration into the mind & 
heart of the Church You ha\e come with much deeper insight Should I as 
Godfather warn you of probable shocks in the human aspect of Catholicism ? Not all 
priests are as cle\er and kind as Fr D’Arcy and Fr Caraman (The incident in my 
book of going to confession to a spy is a genuine experience ) But I am sure you 
know the w orld well enough to expect Catholic bores and pngs and crooks and cads 
I always think of myself* T know I am awful But how much more aw'ful I should be 
without the Faith’ One of the joys of Catholic life is to recognise the little sparks of 
good everywhere, as well as the fires of the saints 

I am greatly cheered by w hat y ou say of Osbert Suffering is by nature bad, but it 
is the work of the redemption that it can be turned to good I am very hopeful that 
with your help he too will find the truth 

I liked Alec Guinness so much and will try' to see more of him I have ong 
admired his art How one welcomes converts One great sadness in Catholic life is 
year by year to count the apostasies — seldom from reason, almost always through 
marrying outside the Church I can think of more than a handful of close friends lost 
- temporarily, it is reasonable to hope But each leaves an open wound Then one 
hears of and sees the Grace of God steaddy reinforcing the ranks It is a great 
consolation 

I heard a rousing sermon on Sunday against the dangers of immodest bathing 
dresses and thought that you and I were innocent of that offence at least 

With love from 
Evelyn 


To Nancy Mitford 
I September 1955 

Dearest Nancy 

Thank you very much for sending me Encounter I read your essay with keen 
relish I Wish it had been much longer 

The exposition of Fortinbras^ is first class, also all your rebuke to upper class for 
their capitulations I think you are less sound on the economic posiuon of the nch 
You say there are a few great houses still kept m style, but their owners once kept 
half a dozen houses apiece going full blast It is simply that a few famihes were so 
awfully rich that a reduction of 90% in their position still leaves them fairly 
'mposing And even they are not escaping tax, they are spending capital and despair 
®f their heirs having anything eg the Duke of Beaufort 

I am sure you have worked earnestly at your facts but are you correct in saying 
^ at 382 peers have coat armour in the male line from pre-Tudor times ^ Surely not I 
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should have thought fewer than too and of them half Scottish who did not 
regularize heraldry (or legitimacy) until late I am no genealogist but almost every 
august family I can think of had a female succession at least oncc& surname & arms 
granted to an outsider 

I wish m your Upper-class Usage you had touched on a point that has long 
intrigued me Almost everyone I know has some personal antipathy which they 
condemn as middle class quite irrationally My mother-in-law believes it middle- 
class to decant claret Lord Beauchamp thought it m c not to decant champagne 
(into )ugs) Your ‘note-paper’ is another example I always say ‘luncheon’ but you 
will find ‘lunch’ used in every generation for the last So years [by unimpeachable 
sources There are very illiterate people like Perry Brownlow who regard all correct 
grammar as a middle-class affectation Ronnie Knox blanches if one says ‘docile’ 
with a long o I correct my children if they say ‘bike’ for ‘bicycle’ I think everyone 
has certain fixed ideas that have no relation to observed usage The curious thing is 
that, as you say, an upper class voice is always unmistakable though it may have 
every deviation of accent and vocabulary Qimpare for instance the late Lords 
Westmoreland, Salisbury, Curzon A phonetician would find no point of 
resemblence in their speech 

Herbaceous borders came in as an economy The first drawing in of horns when 
potting & bedding-out became too expensive 

Oh I have forgotten your poor eyes I should have written large as I do to Honks 

Must not Miss Maxwell’s^ cruise be helP 

I have committed an inexcusable solecism in the Spectator ‘Anadyomene’ for 
‘Anadyomenos’ What can be more ignominious than to use a rather recondite word 
and to use it wrong ^ I am hiding my head in shame - a bourgeois quality, you tell 
me 


All love 

> Evelyn 

'‘The English Aristocracy’, later included in Noblesse Oblige 
^An imaginary peer used as an example 

^Elsa Maxwell (1883-1963) A frequent organizer of parties, she had this time arranged for 128 people, 
including Lady Diana Cooper, to sail from Venice to the Greek islands on a cultural cruise aboard a ship 
loaned by Stavros Niarchos 


ToNancy Mitford Piers Court 

19 October 1955 Stmchcombe 

Nr Dursley 
Glos 

Dearest Nancy 

Thank you for sending Hamilton’s letter I can’t deal direct with a man who not 

nowing me at all, refers to me by my Chnstian name, but I will send you a proof of 
my letter when I get one At present only a manuscript exists which I have sent to 
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the Encounter * It is about 4,000 \\ords long Except that I expose jou as a 
hallucinated communist agent there is nothing in it to hurt I deal with heraldry, 
genealogy, precedence, conception of ‘gentleman’, the finances of aristocracy and 
such important topics Very little about verbal usage That was a minor issue in your 
article and I think it very morbid of jour readers to attach such importance to it 
Professor Ross did not seem to me to do much except borrow from Uncle Matthew 
and the old Soaetj for Pure English Tracts and to invent the expression non U 
which I regard as vulgar m the extreme — like VD for venereal disease and PC for 
postcard ‘U Book’ would be a dreadful title 

This is writing paper or letter paper Single sheets are note paper Pray note 
‘Glos’ on the engraving (and always write the departments of France in full in 
future No‘S et O’ ~) 

All love 
Evelyn 

"An open lener to the Honble Mrs Peter Rodd (Nanc> Mitford) on a Very Serious Subject’ appeared 
in Encounter, December 1955 

For’SeineetOise’ Nancy Mitford replied ‘fveNEVERinmy life put S and O or A and Mon letters 
- what an awful idea. As bad as U - quite ’ 


To A D Peters Piers Court 

20 October [1955] 

Dear Pete 

The ‘Anstocracy’ article has gone to Encounter 

I think as a matter of prestige that if it is used in an anthology of snobbery by H 
Hsniilton it should somehow be made plain that it was a book by Nancy & me with a 
few press cuttings thrown in Please dont quote the foregoing sentence to Hamilton 
or It will be repeated to my discredit Can you convey the sense of it, as coming from 
you> In fact Nancy’s article & mine together, alone, would make an excellent 
pamphlet I answer her at every point Prof Ross is a bore 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 


To Nancy Mitford 
21 October 1^55 

Darling Nancy 

editor of the Encounter has mistakenly sent me a letter written to Mr 
Veidenfeld. He says ‘I have looked through our correspondence and I find that we 
promised the anstocracy series to anyone else So you have first call — 
°'^Bh, as I say, it is going to be many months before the senes is anything like 
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complete When we have the other articles in, wc can then write to authors and 
tell them of our plans’ 

It IS a strange underworld you have led me into 

I have instructed Peters to make it plain that the Encounter have only first serial 
nghts and are not empowered to make any arrangements about book publication 
Perhaps you will do the same & also warn your friend Hamilton of these subsersive 
Jewish plots Or is Hamilton also a jew^ I have heard it suggested 

Love 

C 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

21 October [1955] Nr Dursley 

Gloucestershire 

Darling 

Look I have found some old note-paper with Glos in full 
You will now have found my letter exposing the Kristol-Weidenfcld plot * I 
thought It great impudence of Kristol to think he can arrange our publishing for us 
I think the book should have a pompous name ‘An enquiry into the identifiable 
charactenstics of the English Aristocracy’^ or ‘The Patrician Anatomy’ Something 
like that 

Your letter of reply is not very honest about your red sympathies, is it ^ You call 
the New Statesman your ‘Mag’ and rejoice in every noxious word Of course 
everyone will think that it is The Party which restrained you from publishing your 
Moscow travel-diary Are you sure it is a good plan to print a reply ^ If there is 
anything in my article you think impolite, say and of course I will change it ^ I think 
you miss the point about putative parentage I merely meant pedigrees were not 
infallible m attributing character, eg noses There are only about four shapes of 
nose People say ‘look there is the Fortinbras nose’ Rot, really 

I grieve deeply to learn that you like Priestley, but I am happy to say that your 
other new literary friend John Raymond has written well about Belloc in ‘The 
Mag’ 

Fond love 
Evelyn 

I say do you think it proper when writing to me in public to refer to Spender as 
Stephen 5 1 should never call him that ‘The Editor’ or ‘Stephen Spender’ or Messrs 
Spender & Kristol No^ 

‘lining Knstol (1920- ) Founder and editor with Stephen Spender ot Encounter He returned to 

the United Slates m 1958 

^he subtitle of Noblesse Oblige, 1956 

^Nancy Mitford replied ‘How I’ve been shrieking! The plot I’ve withdrawn the reply but you 
also change >our piece You know I’m not a Communist Evelyn, now dont you ? Think of me as 
a Christian — early if you like * 
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To Nancy Mitford 
All Souls [ 2 No\eniber] 1955 


Piers G)urt 


Dearest Nancy 

1 ha\e cut out all reference to communism & attributed your class-war at e cry 
to jour admiration for Lloyd George 

I ha\en’t changed the ‘Hon’ bit because after all it was you who made the Hon 
joke public propert), e\en if jou didn’t onginate it It will always be linked with 
jour name, not with the Duchess or the Communist ‘ 

Is that satisfactory ^ - 

Fond love 
Evelyn 


'Her sisters Deborah and Jessica. „ 

*Nancy Mitford replied ‘Yes thais perfect I know >ou can’t tell the difference between oy eorge 
and Stalin but other people can ‘ 


To Graham Greene 
5 December [1955] 

Dear Graham 

Thank you very much for sending me a copy of The Quiet American I have 
already read it with deep admiration & wrote a review which should soon 
your press-cuttings I am afraid I let my dislike of Fowler run away with me What a 
shit he is' But I hope I made it apparent that the book is first rate 

I saw Stokes the other evening We both lamented that you never come to ou 
club 


' A masterly but base work’ Dianes 


To Graham Greene 
7 December locc 
Postcard 


Piers Court 


1 am very sorry your secretary should have read a letter so full of indebcate 
expressions as mine 

Let us meet at White’s at 7 30 on Fnday i6th 

E 
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To Graham Greene 
22 December 1955 


Piers Court 


Dear Graham 

Thank you for a most delightful Christmas present It appals me to think of the 
peasantry being so luxuriously accommodated It is a comfort to know that an) 
cottages that were built from these designs are now occupied by best-selling 
novelists It is just the sort of book 1 love, and it is one I don’t possess 

I wish I had a present for you I haven’t and now it is too late, but I will set all my 
children praying that your theatrical ventures bring you all the recfcation you 
require 

I wish we had not had Cyril when we dined together He is a man of moods We 
met next day & he was bright & funny I cant pretend to any sympathy with him in 
his present troubles and I find it indecent in him to proclaim them so widely But I 
am a png He said you comforted and strengthened him greatly 
I wish we met more often I am deeply fond of you 

Evelyn 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

29 December [1955] 

Darling Nancy 

My poor spastic Hatty is not able to express herself I can assure you that the copy 
of Uncle Toni’s Cabin which Handy sent her at your order, caused deep joy Also the 
cards you sent Margaret Thank you thank you 

1 don’t suppose you see Punch I enclose an example^ of the banal byproducts of 
your communist tract We have scotched the Jewish plot, but we must watch out for 
‘Hamish Hamilton’ who may wish to adulterate our contributions with trash of this 
kind 

Scotch, Scottish, Scots - you really must look up the history of these terms in the 
Oxford dictionary (incidentally scholars hke Ronnie Knox think it barbarous to 
speak of that work other than as ‘Murray’s’) 

‘Britain’ can only be used of these islands in Roman times ‘Great Britain’ or ‘the 
United Kingdom’ in modem age ‘British’ is the only possible adjective in certain 
rare cases You cant say ‘Great British’ or ‘United-Kmgdomly’ 

But have a care you do not step outside the limits of polite conversation into those 
of the King’s English That is the study of a life time and it is too late for you to start 
The charm of your writing depends on your refusal to recognize a distincuon 
between girhsh chatter & literary language You will be lost if you fall into pedantry 
Stick to pillow cases v pillow slips^ 
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Have you seen Erie Siepmann’s autobiography^ I 
jew Is Atf ^ I mean Siepmann 


roared He thinks Col is a 


Fond love 
Evelyn 


.•A Wo™ of o ano.o cte- b) Pool Dohn, .ho o«d .ho O.f.rd £.*/,.» D.f-.oW 'o oho. *0, 
some vtords Nanc) \litford designated as U were not as old as Non-U altcmauses 
^Confessions of a Nihilist, 1955 


To Nancy Mitford 
II January [1956] 


Piers Court 


Dearest Nancy , ,,, , . 

I am sorry to learn that Col has lost his seat but I am glad that it s ou e in 
a good cause Where will he wear his beautiful dark suit now, un ess ^ 

Sundays ^' My brother-in-law has been turned down at Taunton or is ai 
O P = Ordinis predicatorum=of the Order of Preachers-^he correct a 
a Dominican fnar Col revealed his ignorance in the case of outuner , 

I notice Carlyle wrote‘Scotchmen’ It was neither upper nor ow ere ass, 
penod use Of course Scotchmen nowadays make a thing of it - part 0 t e r 
revival we find so tiresome 

You must try & love me again , , r 

I have collected a great deal of interesting information a out s P r 
inclusion in your book Please insist that there is no note thankmg sto 
‘permission’ to repnnt Their permission is not required and we caug t em ry 

to sell what was not their property to another Jew Rememb^’ 

Saw Honks at Mells last Sunday - m high spirits I played Sera e nmc 

my will with Ronnie Knox & much to my surpnse won all the time He ^p 
score Every hand it was 50 to me, 12 to him At the end, ^ 

feigned surpnse ‘You seem to have beaten me ’ ‘I had all the luc es, you 

ahead’ Dont tell Col'■It may shake his faith 

Teresa, my eldest daughter, is coming out in London this summer p 

ghastly How can I save £40,000 ^ ■ p v t r T 

Graham Greene recommended a pornographic book^ in t e un ay ime 

mean the sort of book you go to jug for 

I am glad you have not heard of Mr Kingsley Amis ^ Not a wort y man 

Love 

F 


'Gaston Palewski, who had been Vice-President of the National Assembly, was ma e renc 
Ambassador to Italy the following year 
'Vladimir NaboVov, Lolita, 1955* 

'Kingsley Amis (1922- ) Poet and novelist Lucky fm vi 3 S pubhshed in 1954, That Uncertain 

Peeling m 1955 
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To Anthony Powell 
[13 January 1956] 

Postcard 


Piers Court 


Ref today’s 

Sir Brian Robertson' was dso,mc and despatches 1914-18 How could he 
conceivably be ‘belittled’ by Mr Muggeridge who, on the only occasion 1 met him, 
was attending picnic parties m Algiers in a civilian capacity 1944'’^ 

E 

'General Sir Brian Robertson (1896-1974) Created Baron Robenson 1961 There had been a 
paragraph about him in Punch, of which Muggendge was editor, which could be thought slighting 

^Malcolm Muggendge (1903- ) Journalist In the InteUigcncc Corps 1939-45 


To Anthony Powell P»ers Court 

[19 January 1956] 

Postcard 

You tell me Mr Muggeridge has got into Pratts It is perfectlj true I have consulted 
the list He describes himself there as‘Major’ Cunouserfic cunouser 

EW 


To Margaret Waugh Royal Crescent Hotel, 

27 January 1956 Brighton 

Darling Meg 

I am delighted that you enjoyed your London treat It is very nice to know what 
you want more than anything in the world, to get it, and to find it comes up to 
expectation 

Your mother wanted to come to Bnghton more than anything in the world It 
seemed impossible Then Derrick ‘ fell too ill for his other work but nor too ill for 
milking & Mrs Donaldson’s mother fell ill so that she had to leave Rose,^ so Rose 
came to look after Teresa and your mother & I came here and she is leading a dizzy 
bfe of theatncals & shopping 

Not so dizzy as your London visit The young Clatholic gentlemen sound very 
wild I am sure you need not have felt ill-dressed at luncheon Everyone saw you as a 
soldier m uniform among a lot of cowardly civilians 

1 wonder how many of the Ascot girls at Lady Phipps’s told the truth & how many 
said they were late back at school for reasons of health 

Your mother goes home on Tuesday I go to London for a night No other treats 
until February 9th when I go to Dubhn for a party given by that sinister Lord 
Wicklow who took your fatjey m the photograph 
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f 

I had a splendid bonfire of all the property left in the drawing-room There was 
an album of picture post-cards that burned well Was it yours or Hatty’s, I wonder^ 
Do you beheve that? If so you are a donkey 

All love sweet Meg 
papa 

'The cowman. 

The Donaldsons’ daughter, aged nineteen 


To Ann Fleming Royal Crescent Hotel, 

30 January 1956 Brighton 


Dearest Ann 

Very many thanks for your letter, card and press cutting I got into touch with 
Walkers at once but fear the Rebecca Solomon has been snapped up I have two 
pictures of hers which I greatly enjoy She led a life sadly at variance with the 
teachings of your new guru, Mr Riddell ‘ 

I have brooded darkly about your description of Enton Hall Then came 
yesterday’s (Septuagesima) epistle which is a direct commentary on it While it was 
read I thought of you & Diana & Judy and all the poor waifs who are subject to these 
attacks of lay ascetism I decided that Enton Hall was a far graver danger to the soul 
than White’s & that I must pass on St Pauls words to you He wrote Every athlete 
must keep his appetites under control, and he does it to win a crown that fades, 
whereas ours is imperishable So I do not run my course like a man who is in doubt 
of his goal I buffet my own body and make it my slave, or I, who have preached to 
others, may myself be rejected as worthless’ 

His goal, of course, is God & through God charity Drink is not bad because it 
gives one a hangover or a bleary eye, but because it keeps the soul from God There 
IS a God-implanted instmct in man towards asceticism All religions practice it Its 
object IS to turn man’s soul outward from himself Mr Riddell perverts this high 
instinct & turns It inward so that people think of their livers & joints 8 c how to make 
them more comfortable It is healthier to suffer drunken remorse than be inflated 
With a spurious sense of well-being 

Laura & I are buffeting our bodies in Brighton (where I should greatly like to 


return with you for Mogs’s^ ball if she asks me & Teresa) 

An opportunity came for temporary relief for Laura at the milking stool so I 
seized it & whisked her away and she flowers hourly like a parched garden in the 
ram Ram in fact is very much with us but we go to the plaj 8c do cross-word puzzles 
She is taking her balD with rather alarming calm She has been in desultory 


correspondence with Margot Howard for some time Today I ha\e propelled her to 
London for the day to lunch with her 8c trarsenbe her List 
Tomorrow night (Tuesda>) I ha%e to make a speech to sailors at Greenwich (whj 
do I do these things?) I shall am\e at White’s in the morning If >ou can lunch 
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then or on Wednesday could you leave a message at White’s' I would continue m> 
sermon 

I take It that the ‘Atticus’^ who admires Auden is not lan^ 

Much love from 
Evelyn 

■Mr Riddell was in command of the health farm, Enton Hail 
^Imogen Grenfell (igof-Ag) Married Viscount Gage in 1931 

^Tbe Waughs were arranging a coming-out ball for Teresa, to be shared with Lad) Christina 
MacDonnell, daughter of the Earl of Antnm, and Susan Baring, daughter of Lad) Rose Baring It was 
held in a marquee in Kensington Square 

♦The Sunday Times column to which Ian Fleming was a contnbuior 


To Father Aelred Watkin [London ] 

7 February 1956 

Dear Father Aelred 

Thank you very much for sending me the second version of Maria Pasqua’s 
Life/ which I have read with deep interest I wish I had the first draft to compare 
with It It IS much more informative & authoritative but it seems to me that 
something has vanished during the rewriting - that peculiar poetic qualitj which 
made the first version so haunting This is a highly interesting piece of famil) 
history - but the other promised much more Perhaps it is the novelist in me that 
wishes to defeat the historian As a novel there were three characters onlv, Mana 
Pasqua, her husband, the Qiuntess and three atmospheres the Abruzzi, the 
eccentric luxury of the Countess’s milieu, the flat gloom of Norfolk, three acts of 
gross selfishness, the onginal ‘sale’ by her father, the domineenng will to keep a 
human being as a toy, and the boredom inflicted by the squire, and together these 
trinities could & should comprise a work of art In this version there is much 
distraction about uncles & brothers and unless m> memory deludes me, some 
omission of bizarre elements Was not much more made originally of the countess’s 
peremptory, benevolent demands on the mamed couple' Did she not ask to have 
partndges sent her out of season' Wasn’t your grandfather’s parsimony more gnm ^ 
Surely he kept his household m the dark for an hour after sunset ’ Or have I 
imagined this' Was there not some incident when he grudged her a visit to the 
theatre’ Was there not the hint that he put up with what would seem intolerable 
interferences, because of his expectations of a legacy ’ 

Perhaps I have played with the idea of Mana Pasqua so long in my mind that I 
have added inventions of my own 

Please don’t misunderstand I think this a charming book of reminiscences But 
there is a unique & poignant story somehow lost in it It is as though the Norfolk 
atmosphere had obliterated something very rare 

It ought to be a tragedy of imprisonment The beginning & end point this, but in 
between is so much that is prosaic and in a few cases commonplace 
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Oh dear Can’t you take a deep breath & invoke Virginia Woolf and Max 
Beerbohm and start again with the single aim of creating a literary masterpiece ^ 
Even at the price of exaggeration & fancy ^ 

Yours very sincerely 
Evelyn Waugh 

*Mana Pasqua was born the bcauoful daughter of poor Itabans in 1856 Her father took her to Pans 
where she had great success as a child model, until a portrait of her was seen by a nch and childless 
Englishwoman, the Comtessc dc NoaiUes, Failing to buy the picture, she bought the child for the pnee of 
a vineyard After an cccentnc upbnnging Mana Pasqua met and mamed an English doctor twenty years 
older than herself Though he loved her he shared none of her interests, and she lived as a lonely captive 
in Norfolk until he died at the age of ninety-four Her daughter had tned to wnte her life, now her 
grandson, Father Watkin, was working on it Eventually Marta Pasqua appeared m 1979 written by 
Father Watlun’s sister, Magdalen GoflSn 


To THE Editor of the Observer Bnghton 

[Pnnted 12 February 1956] 


P G WODEHOUSE 

Sir, — Your reviewer^ of Mr P G Wodehouse’s French Leave remarks on the 
absence of any mention of England ” Had he read attentively, he would have been 
rewarded by a dehghtful sketch of the Enghsh Civil Servant, Sir Percy Blunt 

He further says of Mr Wodehouse’s previous works “The heroes and heroines 
always take their leave of us at the moment when the real story begins, 1 e , at the 
altar (Doesn’t Mr Wodehouse ever wonder how they got on after they were 
married^)” 

Mr Wodehouse’s novels abound in studies of the complexities of married life Of 
the heroes whose subsequent mamed life is revealed, Mike and Bingo Little may be 
named as two of many 

But these are blots common in modem criticism What prompts me to write to 
you IS his final judgement “But I cannot quite get nd of the feeling that the needle 
IS scratching rather badly and that sooner or later the record will have to be taken 
ofif” 

Mr Wodehouse has been writing for more than fifty years with a fecundity 
Unrivalled among living novelists of comparable distmction To use these terms 
about a man of his age strikes me as singularly infelicitous — I am, Sir, your 
obedient servant 

EVELVN WAUGH 

'John Wain (1925- ) Author and cntic. He had pubbshed two no\cls and a book of poems He 

replied M> sympathies are\cty easily enlisted in favour of Air Wodehouse, who has given me so much 
pleasure, and I rather approve of Mr Waugh’s springing to his defence. It is not cnltctsm, of course, to 
defend a poor book by pointing out that theauthor is an elderly man, or to maintain that any one who has 
written alot of books must be a great author, but then Mr Waugh is not a cntic, however much he may 
generalise about “modern criticism” ’ 
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To Father Aelred Watkin Piers Court 

II February 1956 

Dear Fr Aelred 

No, not a novel I wrote hastily using, I think, the words ‘fancy’ and 
‘exaggeration’ I realize now that that was a mistake The authenticity of the book is 
essential to its charm and all the corroborative evidence should be preserved, 
perhaps in footnotes The personal form of narrative should be preserved It must 
be your mother’s memories of her mother What is needed is a rearrangement by 
which the dramatic theme - beauty in captivity - is kept predominant 

The early part and the very end are excellent I think without anywhere straying 
from the evidence, they could be a little more pictorial - the frightened child in the 
gilded salon could be more richly represented Then I think more could be done 
about her early Catholic life, the church being the one place where Madame did not 
follow her, the sea-side Catholic set her only independent fnends and the husband 
emerging in that set But up to the marriage the present version is very good What I 
think needs dramatizing is the contrast between the drab Norfolk captivity and the 
peremptory, bizarre eruptions of Madame The orders to cut trees, erect shelters, 
inhale chemicals etc - could these not have been inserted as they occurred - or as 
they presumably occurred - m the flat routine^ The arrival of a letter m Madame’s 
handwntmg - what is she going to demand or give now ’ 

1 think It is artistically rather a mistake to mention the later estrangement of 
mother & daughter 

Could not the fading of beauty be more delicately and insistently stressed ^ 
Should not a time sequence be more observed - even though there may be some 
doubts m your mother’s mind about precise dates ^ 

One needs a single, diversified, culminating narrative 

I am sorry I did not notice the partridges Negligent reading on my part, but a 
sign perhaps that the incident was unaccented 
These are just a few ideas that occur to me 

But please don’t let me discourage you I am sure that in its present form the story 
will delight many It is just that I feel it could be so much better with a little revision 
Your father is a better critic than I What does he think ^ 

Yours very sincerely 
Evelyn Waugh 


To Auberon Waugh 
11 February 1956 


Piers Court 


Dear Bron 

I have written to enquire at what age apprentices are taken 
think you are still too young, but I don’t know 


m the hotel-trade I 
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Meanwhile think & pray about your future This is an occasion that will affect 
your entire life 

I have much sympathy with your restlessness with school life I felt as you do at 
your age, asked my father to remove me, was resentful at the time when he refused 
Now I am grateful to him 

If there was anything you ardently wished to do - go to sea, learn a skilled trade 
etc - because you felt a real vocation for it, I would not stand m your way I believe 
you think of hotel-keeping simply as a means of leaving school That is a very poor 
motive for taking a job and hotel-keeping is not a craft which fits you for anything 
else If you fail in that, you will be further from starting anything else ‘Previous 
experience two years as kitchen-boy, waiter, liftman, book-keeper’ is not a high 
recommendation for any other appointment 

If you leave school now you will not get a commission in a good reginient 
Perhaps you wiU not get a commission at all 

Most of the interest and amusement of life comes from ones friends All my 
friends are those I made at Oxford and in the army You are condemning yourself 
either to a lonely manhood or one among second-rate associates All because you 
lack the will-power and self-control to make a success of the next eighteen months 
by cooperating with those who have only your own best interests at heart, throwing 
yourself into the life of the school & doing your work and obeying the rules At your 
age, wherever you go, you will find yourself under discipline much less humane & 
benevolent than that of the monks 

You have a sense of humour and a good gift of self expression On the other hand 
you are singularly imprudent and you have a defective sense of honour These bad 
qualities can lead to disaster 

My finanaal interests have no bearing on my wish for your welfare I am sorry 
you should suggest that they might 

Your affectionate papa 
E Waugh 


To Brian Franks^ Piers Court 

n February 1956 

Dear Bnan 

This IS not to negotiate about the ball but to consult you on a personal problem 
My boy, aged i6, is very restless at school He has not been sacked and he passes 
>s various exams with credit but he is anxious to get away from school I have some 
^tnpathy with him He is thinking senously of the hotel trade I think either you or 
th^d there was a system by which boys were taken on & trained in ail 

h lot" eventual management At what age do they take them’ Could 

o IS basic training before his military service ’ 
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He IS taller and better mannered than his father Do you think it a good opening 
for him ^ 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

‘Managing director of the Hyde Part Hotel 
^Basil Bennett, chairman of the Hyde Park Hotel 


To Alec Waugh Piers Court 

II February 1956 

Dear Alec 

Thank you very much for sending me Island m the Sun which I have read with 
keen pleasure It is very encouraging that you have the powers to complete so large a 
composition I must soon get the name of your rejuvenating injections 

I have no surprise that the book has been a success It is a remarkable portrayal of 
a community and I greatly admire the intricate chain-reaction of small causes & 
large effects Carson is a first class piece of character drawing 

Terence [Greenidge] will be pleased to find himself named as one of the 
ornaments of the 20s I am sorry to learn that there is a rival to Mrs Postlethwaite- 
Cobb in providing comforts for literary men 

One passage puzzled me What is the significance of the small cut under the 
thumb of the adventuress which so excited the adc on the morrow of their 
fornication’ I have thought about it and consulted worldly friends & can’t 
understand 

I think I have told you already, have I not, how elated I am by your great success 
with this book’ Now I know how well you deserve it" 

Youraffec brother 
Evelyn 

Please explain about the cut thumb ? ^ 


‘Alee Waugh replied ‘Margot dabbed the blood on the adc’s back with her handkerchief, later cut 
her finger, mixed her blood with his and took it to the obeah man ’ 


To Father Aelred Watkin Pjers Court 

Qumquagesima [12 February] 1956 

Dear Fr Aelred, 

Another thought Could you not conceive of Mana Pasqua’s life as a film ’ I don’t 
mean - Heaven forfend - that it should be filmed, or that you should attempt to give 
It any of the character of a Hollywood senpt I mean m the mechantes of the 
imagination Instead of seeing it as an historical document, imagine yourself 
watching a film - each incident as precise and authentic as m the present version. 
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but With the continuity (m the technical cinematographic sense) and selective 
dramatic emphasis and scenery of a film And then wnte as though describing the 
experience Does this help at all ^ Or make matters confused ^ 

Yours ever 
E W 


To Terence Kilmartin^ Piers Court 

12 February [1956] 

Dear Sir 

I see you have printed my protest about Mr Wain’s review of P G Wodehouse & 
I have read his note with interest 

I was, of course, rebuking his manners To tell a man of, I think, 76 that he won’t 
be able to go on much longer, seems to me the acme of caddishness 

But what interests me is Mr Wain’s use of the word ‘cntic’ ‘So-and-so isn’t a 
critic' (his Italics) When I was young everyone was a critic Those who were paid to 
write reviews were neither the best nor the most influential critics (Incidentally I 
began reviewing for the Observer nearly 30 years ago) 

But Mr Wain seems to mean that nowadays there is a specialized trade, entrance 
to which comes from having taken a diploma in English Literature at some 
Umversity’ This links up with Mr Maugham’s recent attack on the new state- 
educated graduates 

There is an amusing essay to be made of this, taking Mr Wain’s note as the text, 
but I am unwilling to give it free to the correspondence column I would write )ou 
1000—1200 words on this for 30 guineas, preferably in the Correspondence Column 
That IS the form it would most conveniently take But if you greatly prefer, as a 
literary essay 

Yours faithfully 
E Waugh 

P S Could you be so kind as to let me have an immediate answ er as I should like to 
Wnte on this topic elsewhere if you are not interested ^ 

Litcrarj editor of the Observer from 1952 

Dr Wodehouse and Mr Wain’ appeared in the Spectator, 24 Februarj 1956 


To Father Aelred Watkin Piers Court 

Ash Wednesdav [15 February] 1956 

^car Fr Aclrcd 

I should not leave out anything about Madame - rather amplify it Nor about 
}our grandfather Uncles 5c aunts to be kept in the background It is rather a 
Question of emphasis than omission 



't6 THE LETTERS OF EVELYN WAUGH 


1 think you might allow yourself some freedom of conjecture where nothing is. 
nown Also freedom to insert undated letters, or extracts from them, where they 
est suit the dramatic sequence 

Surely some Betjemanesque evocation of late Victorian Catholic Bournemouth 
ifould be legitimate No need to scan parish registers Create the atmosphere 
Please don’t bother to answer unless there is any other point you would like to 
hscuss - in which case please don’t hesitate 
I think that after all I may be able to get to Downside for the triduum We might 
:alk of It then 

Thank you very much for remembenng me at your Mass 

Yours very sincerely 
Evelyn Waugh 


To Auberon Waugh Piers Court 

20 February 1956 

Dear Bron, 

I am delighted to hear from Tusky^ that, unaccustomed as you are to public 
speaking, you have won the debating prize and are going to Sherborne with the 
team You will not, I think, hear your cousin Peter^ speak there 

The only honest answer to your letter is this growing up is a disagreeable process 
for most men You have to grow up somewhere Downside seems to me the best 
place, but I am always open to other suggestions If you leave prematurely e\eryone 
will always think you were sacked To be sacked from school is not absolutely fatal 
but It is a grave disadvantage for the early years of whatever career you decide on I 
am pretty sure it will prevent your getting a commission in any Household regiment 
and would make entry into Oxford more difficult 

I could probably get you into Stonyhurst, but as it is school itself, rather than 
Downside, that you dislike, I don’t see the advantage unless it enabled you to shake 
off undesirable friends But one can make undesirable friends anywhere if one has 
the taste for them 

I don’t suppose you want to go to Dartmouth? 

I see no reason why, once you have passed into Oxford, you shall not spend the 
last two terms before going up at a foreign school learning a language 

In the hope of understanding you better I have been reading the dianes I kept at 
your age I am appaUed at what an odious png I was Debating, boxing, ragging the 
OTC, intnguing for advancement, atheism and over-eating seem to have been my 
consolations at Lanang One great advantage you have on me is the contact with a 
place of prayer Don’t neglect that advantage Your spintual and moral welfare is 
the main thing of absolute importance 

Your affec papa 
E W 


'Father Ralph Russell, master at Downside 
*Alec W augh’s son 
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To Tom Driberg Court 

23 February 1956 

Dear Tom 

I am touched and most grateful to you for your present of Beaverbrook ^ I opened 
It with eagerness as I had seen it advertised as a ‘hostile’ biography What do I find ^ 
A honeyed eulogy You mention a few of Beaverbrook’s more notorious public 
aberrations but you give little impression of the deep malevolence of the man 
Instead you exalt him to the dignity of a St John — a brilliant statesman who just 
failed Was all the story of your tiff with him a ‘publicity stunt devised by the pair of 
you If Beaverbrook really thinks your book hostile, he must have singularly little 
sense of his true position It is not only crusted Tones and Roman Catholic 
intellectuals’ who hold him in contempt, but illiterate protestants, too, and radical 
free-thinkers I was disappointed to find so bttle of your own wnting in the book It 
is a bunch of press-cuttings - and cuttings from the basest sources 

It IS a pity you wrote before the appearance of Bloggs Baldwin s life of his father, 
and were obliged to rely on G M Young To prefer Hannen Swaffer s word to 
Baldwin’s (on the Globe interview) seems to me to be carrying professional loyalty to 
a preposterous extreme ^ 

While you fail to give the full villainy of the man, you fail to give his superficial 
charm He is, or was, at his best among women Yours is an all male’caste 

I was shocked to find you falling mto the popular misuse of expertise In France 
this word does not mean ‘skill’ but the judgement by an expert on the authenticity of 
a work of art 

All this sounds ungrateful Please believe it is not unfriendly 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

'Tom Dnbcrg, Beaverbrook, a Study in Power and Frustration, 1956 

^In May 1924 Stanley Baldwin gave an interview to the political correspondent of the People, whose 
editor was Hannen Swaffer When pubhshed it contained a savage attack on the Lords Birkenhead 
Beaverbrook and Rotherraere, the last two described as ‘men I would not have in my home -Baldwin 
denied that he had said the words attnbuted to him Driberg believed that he did GM Young s 5 /fln/r^ 
Baldwin appeared in 1952, My Father, the True Story by A W Baldwin in 1955 


To THE Earl Baldwin ' Piers Court 

24 February [1956] 

Dear Bloggs 

I dont suppose Dnberg’s life of Beaverbrook would normally come your way It 
has a picture of your father which you have already demolished but I think you 
should rt“ad pp 178-185 and, if you think fit, answer them in a letter to The Times ‘ 

Yours ever 
Boa/ 

Lord Baldwin docs not mention the incident in his book, nor did he w me to The Times 
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To Ann Fleming Pi<-rs Court 

25 February 1956 

Dearest Ann 

What has become of you ^ I am sure that in your emaciated condition jou cannot 
withstand the frost and have fled to Golden Eye ‘ This is the first Februar> 1 have 
spent in England since 1944. Never again I meant to write a great work of literary 
art but I am numb Never again 

I last saw you m London Well after that my life followed what Cyril would call 
the manic-depressive curve - what I call going on a bust and sobering up I had a 
lovely two or three days in London - mostly with Daphne and her Mr Zan [Xan 
Fielding] to whom I took a fancy Then everyone went away and I did not dare to go 
home for fear of the cold so I sat about in lonely clubs Then I went to Dublin for a 
night to see my old crony Lord Wicklow 1 had meant to stay longer but the cold was 
worse there so home I came and here I have been ever since, stultified by frost. 

Laura and I went through bliiC/ards to Bnstol to see Mrs Kennedy in King Lear - 
She was awfully bad and King Lear’s sufferings seemed no sharper than mine But, 
I say, what a film Lear would make' The only Shakespeare play obviously designed 
for the Cinema 

I have read an awfully bad life of Lord Beaverbrook and a jolly one of Lady 
Mendl ^ Most of the time I keep rereading Lear and thinking what a good film it 
would make I also read Alec Waugh’s best-seller Well its rather good if you think 
of It as being by an American which he is really It is extraordinary to notice in the 
reviews of the Archbishop and the Lady* how few people have read Ronnie Knox’s 
Enthusiasm, one of the great books of our life-time In 50 pages he tells one all one 
needs to know of Mme Guyon When people say there is no anti-clericahsm in 
England I think of the huge reputation Ronnie would have if he were a heathen 

Love from 
Evelyn 

'The Flemings’ house in Jamaica. 

^Moira Shearer (Mrs Ludovic Kennedy) played Cordelia. 

'L Berrcimans, To the One I Love the Best, 1955 Lady Mendl was ‘a son of eighteenth century 


To 4 D Peters Piers Court 

17 March 1956 


Dear Pete 


this 

my 


I have waited a long time to catch the Express in libel I think they have done it 
IS time Miss Spain’s statement that I complain the Express sold only 300 copies of 
y novel is entirely false I enclose the article' she has misread 
Also the figures of my sal^-^' w knn ly wrong ’ 
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There should be no difficulty in proving malice 

Will you please take legal opinion and if that is favourable bring in a writ Perhaps 
Chapman & Hall might like to come in too 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

'The Spectator aniclc, ‘Dr Wodehousc and Mr Wain’ Waugh had said that the cntics of the 
Beai erbrooh press no longer had any influence at all, which prov oted Nancy Spam s attack in the Daily 
Exprets 


To Margaret Waugh Court 

17 March [1956] 

Darling Meg, 

I went to London to take Teresa to a debutantes’ cocktail party given by a friend 
of mine ^ There were 250 pimply youths and 250 hideous girls packed so tight 
together they could not move hand or foot So I sat with the butler in the hall and 
that IS the last anyone has seen of Teresa I suppose she was crushed to death & the 
corpse too flat to be recognized About too dead girls were earned out & buried in a 
common pit R I P I shall never let you, my ewe lamb, become a debutante 

I have great hopes that Miss Spain has libelled me in the Daily Express I am 
taking legal advice If I win some fine tax-free damages I will give you a treat What ^ 
Well I don’t know Something edifying & mstructive 

Poor Lady Diana Abdy, who painted the portrait of me in Hatty’s room, has been 
unconscious for 15 days after a motor accident ^ Her only son is dehnous with skull, 
thigh, jaw & pelvis all broken in another hospital The husband/father came to 
luncheon today He was bnght as a cricket 

At Paddington I saw Lady Hylton ^ & Sweet Alice ^ staggering under a load of 
fuggage There were hundreds of porters about but Lord Hylton is so strict they 
dare not employ one I earned some of their luggage for them but they did not give 
me a tip 

We have a very pretty pale cook who cooks very well She is a girl guide You may 
join her troop 

All love 
Papa 

‘LadyRavensdale 

f^dy Diana never recovered and died m 1967 Her son Valentine recovered completely 

^PerdiU Asquith (1910- ) Mamed William JolliEfc, later Lord Hylton, in 1931 

Thcirdaughter Alice(i937— ) Mamed John Chancellor 1959—^•^'■^^'^^'^^dsor-Clivein 1969 
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To Lady Mary Lygon Piers Court 

[March 1956] 

Darling 

So my great new friend Mr Donaldson went to call at 19 Boltons during the frost 
and he saw the disfigured motor-car and he said What happened to your beautiful 
car' That, said the socialist,* is the work of a Russian Countess 

I am glad to hear of your great social progress but still gladder to know that you 
ha\e not discarded your humble friends and are to dine with Pauper [Lord 
Kinross] He asked me to share his modest fare but alas I am here and cant come 
Am I nght to address you by your \irgin name'- 

That sex maniac Sir Robert Abdy was here on Saturday His pretty wife is 
unconsaous& at death’s door and his son is delirious in Truro He talked a lot about 
his KOK. 

Little Laura has to go to London to show her daughter off to the Queen so I shall 
be all alone fngging to keep my spirits up 

I wash they would cart off Randolph to the Seychelles A merciful release for all of 
us and a very suitable torture for the traitor Makanos ^ 

I was in London for a day last week O I hated it Never again never never never 

All love 
Bo 

•Anthony Crosland(i9i8-77) Labour mp and Foreign Secreuiy Helivedinaflaiabo\cLad) Mary 

^Lady Mary’s mamage to Pnnee Vscvolodc was dissolved that year 

^Archbishop MaLanos of Cyprus had been arrested and sent into exile in the Seychelles. 


To Nancy MitfORD Piers Court 

22 March 1956 

Dearest Nancy 

I am hugely grateful to you for sendmg me A Legacy * I read it straight through 
with intense pleasure For the first half- up to the mamage of Jules & Melame - I 
was m full agreement ‘one of the best novels I ever read’ as you say After that I 
found a slight falling off, as though the writer had suddenly taken a stiff dose of 
Henry James, particularly m the long talks betw een Sarah & Caroline Also I think it 
was clumsy to have any of the narrative m the first person The daughter relates 
things she cannot possibly ever have known as though she were an eye witness But 
these are small blemishes What a bnlhant plot* How gnm the military school 
inadent' How intensely fiinny the Jewish households: Gottheb and the monkeys 
and the christenings* Clara is a failure half the ome, I think The writer doesn’t 
know much about Catholiasm ‘Is it not msistmg on error, this makmg images of 
w’nat IS Itself illusion’ could only be said by a sort of bogus theosophist, (p i88) and 
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(P 354 ) ‘It IS presumption even to talk of being saved’ by a despairing Gdvinist The 
English IS slightlj odd m places ‘Merz’s’ is always wntten instead of‘Merzes’ as the 
plural of Merz. 

I wondered for a time who this bnlhant ‘Mrs Bedford’ could be A cosmopolitan 
military man, plainly, with a knowledge of parliamentary government and popular 
journalism, a dislike for Prussians, a liking for Jews, a belief that everyone speaks 
French m the home Then, of course, it came to me Good old Col He has 
employed his retirement well Do give him my genuine homage 


'By S)bille Bedford, 1956 


Best Love 
Evelyn 


To Alec Waugh P>ers Court 

HApnl 1956 

Dear Alec 

Thank you for your letter 

It is typical of Miss Spam that she should say you asked her to luncheon when it 
was she who asked you 

r wrote to you several weeks ago to the Savile, marked ‘please forward I expect 
my letter is far away 

The facts of the libel spring from a senile aberration of Lord Beaverbrook s who 
beheves that you and I are consumed with mutual jealousy which he wishes to 
aggravate 

In the course of this he set Miss Spain on to libel me I hope to earn a tax free sum 
which Will pay for Teresa’s coming-out It is all very satisfa'ctory I think I can’t 
lose It IS simply a question of how little or how much damages I get 

In the course of the hbel on me she wrote '’Island in the Sun foretold by me as this 
years runaway Best Seller has now topped 60,000 copies as a direct result of my 
Daily Express notice So the pubhshers told me yesterday ’ 

This is not libellous On the other hand it cannot be agreeable to you or Cassells 
^ have It declared that your great success is due to Miss Spain It is plainly false that 
^ells said so 

Would a representative of Cassell care to go into the box and repudiate the 
statement ^ Such a repudiation would further emphasise the irresponsibile malice of 
the£x^r«5 

I enclose a shameful httle booki 

Evelyn 

Noblesse Oblige, edited by Nancy Mitford, with a contribution by Waugh 
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To Anthony Powell Piers Court 

[31 May 1956] 

Postcard 

Delighted to read of your decoration 1 I should rather hke something of the sort 
mvself How does one set about it^ I hope it doesn’t block you from a knighthood 
That’s what one really needs Is Ma)or Muggendge supnsed at being passed over? 
Hot Lunch Rt Hon*^ I went over Abbotsford with Mr R A Butler ^ Will that 
help' 

Curzon preferred ‘Marquis’ Laura’s grandfather refused a marquisate on the 
grounds that it was a French title 

'CBE. 

Hugh \lolson hid been made a Pn^-y G)unalIor 

A-Butler (1902- ) TheConservativesiatesman Then Lord Pnvy Seal and Leader of the House 

of Commons Created life peer 1965 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

7 June [1956] 

Darling Nancy 

O the horrors of Li In this morning’s Times the entire Burmese cabinet have 
adopted this damnable prefix 

It IS clever of you to be able to work My life is greatly disturbed by Teresa’s 
London debut and Laura’s waiting attendance on her Also by people coming to see 
the house, which I have put up for sale But I look forward greatly to finding a new 
one if I sell this Castle preferred, 50 rooms, 50 acres a water fall £5000 It should 
not be difficult to find 

I can’t blame Debo for falling in love with Mr Xan [ Fielding] I am a little in love 
with him myself But it will make her very unpopular if she robs Daphne 

1 say do you in your large literary circle know of a Maunce Banng, male or 
female M lav e Honks and I ev er spoken to y ou of Mana Pasqua, the grandmother of 
a Downside monk who in the 1860s was the most popular child model (Trilby^ not 
mannequin) in Pans and was purchased from her father by an eccentric English 
G)umcs> of \oailles, married to an aged, dull Norfolk squireen, a cousin of 
(vipers' It IS a most moving story of Be^auiy in captivity, very sad & full of 
auihenite, bi/arrc detail Not a plot for vouor me, but n could be madea great work 
ofanbv eomconc Who- Ml the documents arc available & the daughter’s (monk’s 
muthcr) nut quite g<jod enough attempt at writing them up If you think of 
-nvone, do tell me 

"iout Mr Ravmund Iuj been behaving very oddly, trying to pick up my lyye-ar 
old OiCtc* tn i^ndun and telephoning to her from a neighbounng public house 

He aUo w role i npropcrly of John Evelv n Is he a fnend of Mr Be-achcomber' I bet 
be i 
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Tom Powell has accepted a CUE. No sour grapes but I think it \cry wrong that 
politicians should treat wnters as second grade civil serv ants Osbert Sitwell opened 
the breach by accepting this degrading decoration I trust jou will stand out for CH 
or Dame ^ 

I went to stay in the lowlands of Scotland - it* 0 ' beautiful They talked of U there 
I stopped on the road home with socialist jews at Cambridge U again There was a 
song, do you remember * '\nd you know darn well that us U again’ 

Laura and Teresa are here for a few days playing a kind of patience wit 
debutantes names fitting them into dinner parties for balls 

Love 

Evelyn 

'Tnlby vtis an artius' model and the eponymous heroine in a no\el by George du Mauner 
*\nncGrant u m n 11 ‘i 

nVaugh refused the cat in t959 Nancy NUifordacccpted it in 197a and i*roie to Robin McDouall, 
suppose It's « hat Evelyn said is an insult and refused. But 1 accepted with pleasure as a mar t at it is not 
thought unpamotic of me to live abroad ’ 


To Penelope Betjeman 
[3 July 1956] 

Postcard 

Warn Hungerford CWL* of dreadful influence of French Dominicans I wish you 
would come to our ball I have sold this house,^ have to get out quick Advertised 
m Times for Victorian Castle, got answers from owners of Lutyens mansions, 
Tudor manors etc It is not only long hair it is sweat and cricket shirts and woo en 
socks the young men have Would I were ashes like your pa and did not see it Army 
always queer in best regiments, hence decent appearance 

'Catholic Women’s League 
^For £9,500 to Mrs Gadsden 


To Brian Franks 
[ 3 July 1956] 

Postcard 


Piers Court 


Cant remember how many I ordered dinner for on Tuesday Number should be 18 
eighteen Cold Madnlene, Lobster Newburg, Vol-au-Vent of chicken, Salade, 
Strawberry & ice Non Vintage champagne for all but me 

V E 


Hope you are coming to the ball 
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Your god-father Basil Bennett is going mad He was heard at Ascot Races 
complainmg that there was a bird in his top-hat pecking his head 

Youraffec papa 
E Waugh 


To Ann Fleming Court 

26 September [1956] 

Dearest Ann 

You ask what I thought of Miss Macaulay’s book ' Well, it was an Anglican 
lady’s Brighton Rock, the gnm story of une ame damnee The reviewers thought it a 
whimsical travel book Miss Macaulay has always had a tender interest in waifs^and 
orphans Lady Eden is the waif and orphan of the age 

Lady Pamela’s interior — I speak of her bijou residence not of her bowels — is a 
triumph of self-expression and to be admired accordingly I am being greatly 
frustrated m expressing myself in my new hide-out because the vendor is a crazy 
colonel straight from facetious popular fiction who wont let me or my architect or 
plumber come near the place until he moves out I shall be homeless for many 
months The colonels sister lets me in when the colonel is away Yesterday he was at 
a wedding - not Antoma Pakenham’s ^ - so I was able to skulk round for a few hours 

On the way there I left my son James m charge of the Hollises to send with their 
boy to Stonyhurst They were on the platform at Bath dressed for Antonia s 
misaUiance and Mr HoUis had no hat and though I say it who loved him lookmg more 
like a fnend of yours than of mine Laura lost her platform ticket but the man at the 
gate said ‘Don’t trouble, madam, we can trust jou’ adding ‘That was Mr Aneurm 
Sevan you were talking to wasn’t it^’ 

Teresa made a good soup three days ago & seems sbghtly more composed in her 
mind The bills for her ball keep coming up - the total is crippling ^ Never again 

I have done several days hard work m the last few weeks The mad book is gomg 
to be very funny, I believe 

Love from 
Evelyn _ 

Rose Macaulay, The Towers of Trebtzond, 1956 

Antonia Pakenham (1932— ) tnamed Hugh Fraser, the Conservative MP, in 195^ 

£2,271, Waugh’s share presumably £757 


To Daphne Fielding 
2 October [1956] 

Darling Daphne 

How are you ? Where are you ’ Well I will send this to Cornwall w ith fourpence in 
stamps m the hope someone sends It on Several things to say First, I met your boy 
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Weymouth\ he came to a sad little dinner at Captain Bennett’s hotel before a ball 
and I think he is the most enchanting creature of either sex I have met for twenty 
years I didn’t know who he was but a lot of dreadful looking young men with long 
hair were saying how do you do to me and then I saw his mothers lovely mad eyes 
and I said what cocktail and he said gin& tome That really was all I saw of him but 
goodness I fell in love Then rwo or three nights later I met him in Hill Street and he 
told me a story I could not follow about having his overcoat stolen Goodness he is a 
beauty I say, talking of mad, I am full in the middle of wntmg an account of my 
going off my rocker It seems funny to me Would you think it awful cheek if I 
dedicated it to you^ So I have sold this house to a very decent old girl who has paid 
teo much for it and I am on the move to a house near Taunton Go West Old Man 
Dull, square, sand stone, secluded, mce for Laura near all her relations I nearly 
bought a bishops palace at Exeter but was outbid by a government office So this 
new house is where I shall die and it will be a long lifes work to make it pretty, but it 
can be done Goodness, have you seen what Lady Pamela Berry has done m her 
housed Well she is ncher than me and more full of zeal and zip But I hope I don’t 
quite do that So Ran & I gave a ball and you didn’t come and the bills keep coming 
m and are crippling And no one has heard of Coote^ for six months If you get this 
letter please answer to this address where I shall be for a week or two I can’t tell you 
my new address for fear Lord Noel-Buxton discovers it 


All love 
Evelyn 

‘Daphne Fielding’s son Viscount Weymouth (1932- ) Painter 

^The Ordeal of Gilbert Pinfold is dedicated ‘To Daphne in the confidence that her abounding 
sympathy will extend even to poor Pinfold’ 

‘Lady Dorothy Lygon was in Istanbul working as a governess 


To Nancy Mitford Piers Court 

23 October [1956] 

Dearest Nancy 

Thank you very much indeed for the French translations I wish I could make a 
suggestion for your title but I don’t know nearly enough about the subject Is there 
not perhaps some luminous key-phrase used by Voltaire himself How about ‘Sense 

& Sentiment’, ‘Brain & Heart’ ‘The credulous sceptic’, ‘Voltaire in Love’ ‘Emily’s 
thorny bed’ ^ ‘ 

Beaton slipped a disc carrying Garbo’s jewel case 


1957 


‘Nancj Mitford, Voltaire in Lox 


Love 

E 
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To Ann Fleming 
23 October [1956] 


Piers Court 


Dearest Ann 

The Duggan Memorial Luncheon was a great deal better than I expected Last 
time I sat between Ladies Milner^ and Howe ^ But I was sorry not to see you 
Alfred is a saint Lady Violet PowelD is a pillar of the Church of England Powell I 
suspect of agnosticism 

This IS the last day in the old home At least the last day of peace Tomorrow the 
furniture vans begin coming Poor Laura is beginning to mope I am entirely 
delighted, elated, exhilarated My only sorrow that I shant quite finish the barmy 
book, which is going to be quite long but I believe funny I shall probably go to 
Brighton - shabby genteelers - to finish it 

Love from 
Evelyn 

*Lois Brown numed in 1917 James Milner, a Labour mp created Baron Milner in 1951 

‘Sybil Johnson, who marned m 1944 the fifth Earl Howe 

^Lady Violet Paienham manned Anthony Powell in 1934- 


To Gabriel Fielding^ 
29 October [1956] 


Piers Court 


Dear Mr Fielding 

Thank you for sending me Mrs Spark’s remarkable book ^ 

The first half, up to the motor acmdent, is brilliant The second half rather 
diffuse The mechanics of the hallucinations are well managed These parti ar y 
interested me as I am myself engaged on a siimlar subject 

Mrs Spark no doubt wants a phrase to quote on the wrapper an in 
advertisements She can report me as saymg ‘bnlliantly original and fascinating 
Please do not trouble to acknowledge this 

Yours sincerely 
E Waugh 


'Gabnel Fielding (1916— ) Pseudonym of Alan Barnsley, doctor and novchst 

‘■The Comforters, 1956, Munel Spark’s first novel 


To Ann Fleming 
7 No\ ember [1956] 


Pixton Park 
Dulverton 


Dearest Ann 

I hay e studied the Suez expedition yvith interest These are the important facts (a) 
>t cannot be justified on moral or legal grounds (b) practically no recent action of any 
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British government can be justified morally e g Death duties (c) Any troup of Boy 
Scouts can defeat the Egyptian army (d) No one can govern Egypt now that Nasser 
has armed the school children (e) No one can manage the canal without governing 
Egypt (f) if Jerk* really wants to increase the traffic in this country by importing 
more petrol through the canal, he must depopulate Egypt This can very simply be 
done by destroying the Nile barrages The wogs would starve to death in six months 
(g) a more humane solution is to stop motor traffic - particularly buses St charabancs, 
in England (h) Our long occupation of Cyprus proves fatuous since its justification 
was to keep a holding force ready for immediate police action in just this situation 
No doubt everyone has said all this a hundred times to you I don’t talk to anyone 
about It I have great satisfaction in seeing the crypto-radical in Maunce Bowra 
peep out of Its hole He did just the same in 1926 when you were a little girl in the 
General Strike It was the socialists, you will remember, who gave him his spurs 
I have had a gruesome week of duty Left Stinkers for good & drove to Lancashire 
to entertain my dreadful little boy^ at Stonyhurst Then to Ascot to entertain my 
little girls^ there They gave me a severe cold Since then I have lain in bed here 
Teresa I am glad to say is being very aloof from undergraduate excitements over 
politics * She gave a whisky party - like Mrs Rodd 

I have been sent proofs of a very clever first novel by a lady named Muriel Sparks 
[iif] The theme is a Catholic novelist suffering from hallucinations, hearing voices 
- rather disconcerting It will appear quite soon I am sure people will think it is by 
me Please contradict such assertions 


Love from 
Evelyn 

'Sir Anthony Eden (1897-77) Pnme Minister I955-January 1957 Created Elarl of Avon 1961 
^james, aged ten 

^Margaret, fourteen, and Hamet, twelve 

’Teresa was in her first year at Somerville College, Oxford 
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Introduction 


Waugh spent the last ten years of his life at Combe Florey m Somerset, twenty 
miles from Pixton where Laura’s family hved Though he wrote four books and had 
as many planned his energy gradually ran out Gilbert Pinfold did not return The 
three eldest children left home, got married and had children of their own The 
raids on London grew less frequent and more exhausting His teeth hurt and his 
fnends died He grew old and died before his time 
This waning was gradual not immediate The Life of Ronald Knox, i959j 's a 
major work entailing much research and a trip to Rhodesia The resulting travel 
book. Tourist in Africa, i960, he dismissed as a ‘pot-boiler’ The final volume of the 
war tnlogy. Unconditional Surrender, 1961, shows no falhng off, and the next year he 
returned to British Guiana with his daughter Margaret to see the changes brought 
by thirty years The wnting of Basil Seal Rides Again, 1963, a story in my earlier 
manner’, and A Little Learning, 1964, planned as the first of three volumes of 
autobiography, were interspersed with tnps to Europe 

More letters have been omitted from the last years than from any other period 
He wrote many, more survive, but his life was uneventful, repetition was inevitable 
and for the first time widespread 




To John McDougall Combe Florey House, 

Postcard Combe Florey, 

Nr Taunton 

Here is the new end 

I think I should read galleys 

For wrapper - could we get permission to reproduce one of Francis Bacon’s 
paintings^ It would be out of the question of course to commission one, but he 
might let us have ‘serial rights’ of an existing horror 

How about large paper edition, 50 copies at my expense^ We aren’t lucky with 
hand made paper How much would large paper & buckram cost me’ 

E 


To Margaret Waugh Easton Court Hotel, 

[November’ 1956] Chagford, 

Devon 


Darling Meg 

I had lust written to you at Ascot when a nun telephoned to say you had taken 
poison ‘ Silly ass I hope it has not given you a very severe pain I hope you will not 
take poison again I hope the hospital is comfortable and the nurses polite Write to 
me here and tell me you are well 

All love 

‘ An acadent Margaret sucked mercury through a pipette Papa 


To Margaret Waugh Tetton House, 

[November 1956] Taunton 

Darling Pig 

1 went to Combe Florey today to see the first load of furniture in& found it a very 
much larger & pleasanter house than I remembered We hope to sleep there for the 
first time on Wednesday 


482 
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1 do not understand \\ hat Sister John the Baptist means by saying she ‘must ha\ e 
\our tra\elhng ari'angements’ \ou &. \our sister simply take the most con\entent 
tram to Taunton, informing me in good time of thei/a/e& /lour of jour arn\a our 

second class railwaj fares should not exceed X- ^ enclose £3 & expect a etai e 
account & change ,,, u j 

1 ha\c chosen jou a\erj nice room at Combe Florej It faces Vest j out an 

is next to the Pinfold bathroom which jou maj use when there are no visitors ain 
haxinga boitleofquicksiKer put on jour wash hand stand The stomac pump wi 

be kept m the cellar , r u re 

I met a nice couple named Addington Thej said Are jou t e at er o t e 

famous girl who attempted suicide'’ 

All lo\e 
Papa 


To Margaret Waugh 


Combe Florey House, 
Combe Florey, 

Nr Taunton 


Sweet Pig 

Of course 1 am not angrj with you 

I hope JOU will be the belle of the ball m jour garland of sausages 

You might combine spiritual with physical exercise by making your tation 
the Cross with a bucket of water balanced on your nut 

All love 
Papa 


To Ann Fleming 
28 November 1956 


The Manor House, 
Mells, 

Frome 


Pixton was overrun by a golden horde of Magyar ^ defeated freedom fighters, 
so I have taken refuge here I spent one evening m London where everyone was 
much madder than ever I was 

Today I went to the sale of furmture at Ston Easton The pnees were enormous 
a plain mahogany dining-room table which I wanted and was prepared to P^Y ^^50 
for, made I ooQ guineas But I bought a huge, elaborate oak 18 o s* 0 
and the two massive accompanying pedestal cupboards for £ i , r c ^ 
auctioneer refused to take my bid saying, truthfully, there was £20 worth o re- 
wood m it, but all the dealers started shouung ‘Go on give it to the little gent for his 
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quid’ so with bad grace he yielded Flimsy little coffee tables were going at £40 
each A very' pretty Chinese-Chippendale overmantel 1400 [incomplete] 

' The uprising in Hungary had been quashed by the Russians 


To THE Duchess of Devonshire Combe Florey House 

Midwinter 1956 

Darling Debo 

They are very pretty - like M Angelo’s Moses but I dont suppose you have seen 
him - also like cuckold’s horns I don’t think I hear any better for them, but I look 
more dignified Thank you, thank you for your kindness in sending them Perhaps 
you have forgotten what you sent It was snails in tin 

It IS very kind of you to ask me to visit you I should love to come I am rather 
good with pregnant ladies I take them for short walks which is good for them& dont 
let them jump off stiles If there is ever a day when you are not full up with alien race 
gangs, call for me I don’t mean by carriage or telephone I mean send a post card 
I saw a lot of your husband in London Haven’t seen your wife^ since our one 
beautiful meeting Spent an evening with Mrs (U for unEnglish) Rodd but didn’t 
get any intimate gossip owing to stage folk 

This house is not appreciably smaller than Chatsworth but golly it is 
uncomfortable, dozens of artisans m every room beating it with hammers No loo 
and very cold in the laurels 

Lavatory chain^ says your daughter Emma^ is exating L C got very drunk last 
week at a ball (where I wasn’t) and people came up to my daughter Teresa and said 
‘You ought to look after your father He’s fallen down again’ 

ITALY (Know what that means?)'* 

Evelyn 

' An anaent joke Lady Kathenne Fitzmaunce (191a- ) married Viscount Mersey in 1933 
“•The Earl of Antrim (because he used to flush) 

*Lady Emma Casendish (1943- ) married Tobias Tennant in 1963 
* I trust (or treasure) and love you 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

28 January [1957] 

Dearest Ann 

Showy paper, don’t you think^ 

I enjoyed your letter very much tho I cant sympathise with your distress m the 
Britanmc'^ I tn\y you every hour of your journey I should not have sought the 
company of O’Neill^ or Old Caspar^ but I suppose you have some natural affection 
for these fruits of y our womb which is not stirred by my remote cousinship They all 
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say that Sir Anthony [Eden] is dying Clarissa will be left penniless & fnendl^s in 
the Anupodes It is the part for which she is naturally cast but my heart bleeds for 
her 

Also said to be dying is Ronme Knox I went to visit him at a hospital in the ty 
Road, E C I, which had without compromise painted across the front m enormous 
letters St .Mark’s Hospital for Diseases of the Rectum 
Dead Your mad chum Minton^ Poisoned himself 

I hope to take Laura to Monte Carlo soon for a weeks relaxation The house, a ter 
weeks of chaos, has quite suddenly begun to look rather decent I have been uymg 
objects like a drunken sailor - candelabra, carpets, 6re places The prodigious 
sideboard which 1 bought at Ston Easton has been erected with an infimty of 

skilled labour and IS very splendid a j 1 i, 

Bron sits about all day smoking cheroots & readmg P G Wodehouse t jis e 
slinks out with a gun & sometimes brings m a pheasant I am seeking to transport 
him to Florence 

Please give my regards to Mr & Mrs Da Costa 

Ed Stanley, a disappointed candidate for the task of writing BeUoc si e, ^ very 
niagnammously reviewed his rival — whose book^ is not as good as E mig t ave 
wntten 

I overheard Randolph saying huskily ‘All I try to do is bnng a little happiness 
into the lives of others’ 

He is shedding many crocodile tears over Eden’s illness 

Fond love 
Evelyn 

‘Cflronm.m fact, going to Jamaica. _ „ 

-Raymond O’NeiU (1933- ) Ann Fleming’s son by her first mamage Succeeded as ro 

■I 1944- 

’ Caspar Flemmg Ann’s son. 

'John Minton (1917-57) Pamter and illustrator 
’B) Robert Speaight, 1957 


To Nancy Mitford 
Shrove Tuesday [5 March] 1957 

Darling Nancy, 

I saw Debo last weeL I feel it my duty to tell you that she is spreading a \e^ 
damaging story about you that you have aUowed yourself to be photogmp e y 
AeTelevision Of course I don’t believe it, nor does anyone who knows& loves you, 
1 think you should scotch this slander before it spreads to people w o mig t 0 

It Would entirely destroy your reputation as U governess 

Col Sent me such a pretty drawing at Christmas What was it' 

I had an exhilarating expedition into the law courts^ and came out two thousan 
^unds (tax-free) to the good But there were anxious moments At the end of the 
day I would have settled for a fiver A disgusting looking man called Russell- 
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from the Sunday Times, not the pretty [John] Russell I met with you, gave evidence 
against me The )udge was a buffoon who invited the jury to laugh me out of court 
But I had taken the precaution of telling the Dursley parish pnest that he should 
have 10% of the damages His prayers were answered in dramatic. Old Testament 
style A senes of Egyptian plagues fell on Sir Hartley Shaweross from the moment 
he took up the case, culminating m a well-mgh fatal motor accident to his mother- 
in-law at the very moment when he had me under cross-examination & was making 
me feel rather an ass He had to chuck the case & leave it to an understrapper, whose 
heart was in the court next door where a Bolivian millionaire was suing Lord 
Kemsley for saying he buggered his wife (the Bolivian’s wife, not Lady Kemslcy) I 
had a fine sohd jury who were out to fine the Express for their impertinence to the 
Royal Family, quite irrespective of any rights and wongs They were not at all 
amused by the judge All the jCsoo a day barristers rocked with laughter at his 
sallies They glowered That was not what they paid a judge for, they thought 
So Father Gillins got £200 and a lot of chaps m White’s got pop^ But there has 
been some retnbution I was all set for Monte Carlo when an appeal came to take 
Ronnie Knox, who has had a cancer operation to the sea side He couldn’t face the 
journey to Monte Carlo He wouldn’t even accept Brighton Torquay it has to be 
So I am off there tomorrow for three weeks I love and revere Ronnie but - 

Wnte to me there at the Imperial Hotel putting my mind at rest about this 
temble Television scandal 

Did you know Sir Oswald Mosley had mumps ^ And that Debo doesn’t at all like 
jokes about it She has a Dutch follower & looks very large & pretty 

Love 

Evelyn 

‘ The hbel case against Nancy Spam and the Daily Express for the arucle published on 17 March 1956 
Nancy Spain had said, apiong other thmgs, that Waugh’s sales were dwarfed by those of his brother and 
had got the supporting figures wrong Waugh was now claiming that he had been represented as ‘an 
unsuccessful wnter who had made a false and malinous attack upon Miss Spam m the Spectator by 
reason of personal spite against her, that he was a writer whose name earned insigmficant weight with the 
general public, the film nghts and options m whose books were not worthy of purchase, and who was not 
worthy of consideration for the wntmg of articles’ 

^Leonard Russell, literary editor of The Sunday Times 

^ A second case against Nancy Spam was senled out of court for £3,000 Waugh received a telegram 
from Anthony Powell ‘Congratulations on Burning Sappho’ and from Graham Greene 
‘Congratulations on smgemg Spains Whiskers ’ 


To Margaret Waugh 
March 1957 

A Sad Story 


Combe Florey House 


Once upon a time there was a hideous little girl She had flat feet, round shoulders 
and she bit her nails Many obser\ers mistook her for a pig But her good f 
loved her dearly and when he was enjoying himself at White’s, he received a 
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from her asking him to return home So he did so But \\ hen he reached his home, 
which was full of workmen and \cr> uncomfortable, this pig-hke girl said she would 
sooner be with her aunts & grandmother & cousins than with this unselfish father 

He was bitterly hurt but he still loved her 
Then there came a time when this odious child had no aunt or grandmother or 
cousin to play with - onlj girls as pig-like as herself So she w rote a beautiful poem 
asking her father to \isit her He was %ery much pleased with the poem& longed to 
come but bj that time he had found a poor, sick clergy man who w as all alone ^e 
had promised to take this holy man to the seaside at the opposite end of England He 
goes there on Ash Wednesday to the Imperial Hotel, Torquay, miles from Ascot 
where he would much sooner be with his beloved daughters 

Moral See all you can of Papa while he is available Other people who have no 
3 unts, grandmothers or cousins ahve need his company more than pigs do 


To Margaret Waugh Imperial Hotel, 

10 March [1957] Torquay 

Darling Meg ' 

This IS the way to w nte- 

Take a pot of ink and a pen - either a goose or turkey quill or, failing them, a 
wooden pen-holder with a metal mb Hold it so that your fingers are at least | inch 
from the point Dip the point ^ inch in the ink If )ou keep the point downwar s 
there is no possibility of the ink flowing up to the fingers Do not wipe the mb in 
jour hair or on your face Do not suck it You will find that you remain per ect y 
clean 

If you balance a basket of eggs on your head while writing it will help cure the 
cur\ature of your spine 

Poor Mgr Knox is not in a cheerful mood He does not enjoy his food or wine t 
rams so much that he cannot sit out or say his office in the garden He wants to mo\ e 
hut cant make up his mind where 

Your mother goes home on Wednesday to induct the sacred cows I shall be alone 
With sorrowful Ronald I do not succeed in cheering him up 

All love greedy pig 
papa 


To Ann Fleming Belmont Hotel, 

19 March [1957] Sidmouth, 

Devon 

Dearest Ann 

A^^utiful letter Thank ybu \ ery much 

IS plainly the hotel which served as a model for Separate Tables ^ My life 



488 THE LETTERS OF EVELYN WAUGH 


here is ghastly Tomorrow I escape & take Ronnie to Combe Florey Magdalen^, 
who was supposed to take charge of him, shirks all responsibility & behaves as basely 
as you did m the case of Lord Brownlow’s hat^ All she has done is to come& dine 
with us once 

I am by many years the youngest boarder here There is a disgusting old man who 
sits next to me every day m the tiny smoking-room and grunts & snuffles like an old 
dog 

There is another Monsignor, also dying, in the town He comes to see us 
occasionally Poor Ronnie cannot read for long All he likes is to smoke a stinking 
pipe and to make desultory comments on the news m the paper The Times 
crossword, done on a peculiarly laborious system, (not reading the lights for the 
downs at all until we have filled them in conjecturally) lasts us from nine to ten in the 
evening Sometimes I walk up & down the front for half an hour 

I have teased Randolph m the next Spectator ^ 

Home tomorrow I have been very home sick 

Love 

Evelyn 

’ Pky by Terence Ranigan, 1954. 

^ Giunccss of Eldon 

^ In Jamaica Ann Fleming refused to swim out beyond the reef to rescue Lord Brownlow’s hat and so 
was accused by Waugh of cowardice and derehction of social duty 

*‘Randolph’s Finest Hour’ by Evelyn Waugh is a review of IVhat I Said About the Press by 
R-S Churchill, 1957 


To A D Peters Combe Florey House 

[April 1957] 

Dear Pete 

Where are my agars ^ What explanauon do the amencans give of their beastly 
conduct Have agars been dispatched^ When^ 

I do not mind the amencans putting this blurb on my book but they must send 
agars 

I do not mind the Poles publishing short stones My mind is on agars 
I have no recent photograph of myself Nor have I agars ^ 


’One of many letters about agars 


Yours ever 
Evelyn 


Hotel de Pans, 
Monte Carlo 

I have composed a poem on the subjea of Ed’s change of name ’ 


To Ann Fleming 
26 May IQ57 

My Dear Ann 
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Trusty as steel,*'^ more valuable than plate/^^ 

Aspiring Sheffield knocked at hea\ en s gate 
Peter^' (who read The Times) pronounced his doom 
Simply remarking ‘Stanley, I presume 

Notes 

(i) Sheffield was famous for steel and for siher- (2) plated copper , , , , 

(3) The Peter referred to is the first pope w ho is popularly be lei e to o 

ofhea\en , . 

(4) An Amencan journalist named Stanley pursued an Eng is missiona 

central Africa and greeted him with the words LiMngstone, presume 
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When ail that is understood you will see it 

My idea of hea\ en is a Marble Hall out of season This is the best Marb 
know anywhere and is quite empty Ah Mackintosh sits all day in t e ar ^ 

We sometimes see Sir Winston (at a respectful distance) goring \as q 
of nch food His face is elephant gray and quite expressionless s mo s 

coaxmg him and he sometimes turns a pink little eye tow ar ® er wit 0 

his head Poor Sarah 2 sits silent and eats sparingly mitVi r 

My brother Alec is at Villefmnche with a ferocious lady w o is in 
Connolly 

Charabancs of dopo lavoro wops arrive in the afternoons and sit in t e 
of the casino No Americans in sight except a few upsy old ladies ta ng a 

dentists Otheiwvise a great desert The sun is under cloud most of the day 
the gardens while your cousin Laura plays roulette An idyllic he 

Sorry to read that O’Neill has jived himself into a decline - ut not surp 
Keeping Ascension at Chantilly 

Love 

Evelyn 

' Lord Stanley’s family had also an older Irish barony, so he was in full Baron Sheffield and Stanley o 
Aldetley 

^ Sarah Churchill’s husband, Anthony Beauchamp, had died that: 


tsear 


To Margaret Waugh Co”'’' 

3 June [1957] 


Darling Meg v d 

A sad and saddening letter from you I am sorry you are in hot w ater o , 
hav e to tell me that you have not done anything really w icked I know my pig la 
absolutely confident that you will never never be dishonourable, impure or cruel 
That IS all that matters , 

^ ^luk It IS a weakness of girls’ schools that they have no adequate punis men s 
''hen a boy is naughty he is beaten and that is the end of it All this admonition 
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makes for resentment and the part of your letter that I don’t like at all is when you 
sa) the nuns ‘hate’ you That is rubbish And when you run down girls who behave 
better than you That is mean Chuck it, Meg 

It is only three weeks since Mother Bndget was writing warmly of your ‘great 
efforts’ to reconcile > ourself to school If you have lapsed in the meantime it is only a 
naughty mood Don’t whine about it 

As to your leaving early - we can discuss that next holidays I was miserable at 
Lancing and kept askmg my father to take me away I am very glad now that he did 
not The same with Bron The whole of our life is a test& preparation for heaven - 
most of It irksome So each part of our life is an irksome test & preparation for 
something better I think you would greatly enjoy Oxford and get the best out of it 
But >ou can’t get there without much boring labour and discipline 

Don’t get into your silly head the idea that anyone hates you or is unfair to you 
You are loved far beyond your deserts, espeaally by your 

Papa 


To Margaret Waugh Combe Florey House 

7 June[1957] 

Darling Meg 

I send jou all my love for your birthday I hope it is a very happy day despite the 
savage persecution of Mother Bndget 

You have certainly made a resourceful & implacable enemy m that holy lady 
She has written to both Colonel Batchelor’ and Mrs Cntchley-Salmonson strong 
denunciations of your moral character and behaviour I have sent these documents 
to mv solicitors and hope you will soon appear in the courts suing her for libel 
Damages will be so heav y that no doubt the school will have to close down 

She has done more than that She has written to the committee of the St James’s 
Club warning them not to admit you to luncheon on 23rd I have had a letter from 
the Chairman asking whether it is true that you steal the silver when asked to 
luncheon She also told them that you arc invariably drunk & disorderly I call that a 
bit thick 

But her most cruel move has been to circularize all the London fishmongers 
warning them under pain of mortal sin not to have any whitc-bait during your visit 
to London 1 he poor men arc so frightened of her that they have forbidden the 
fishermen to catch any for the next fortnight 

Her powers are infinite She has agents everywhere I fear you have got yourself 
into an appalling predicament 

I have just reeeived a letter from Lady Diana who writes ‘Since learning from 
Mother Bridget of \largaret s terrible wickedness I wish you to destroy the 
phoiii'araph of her and me which was taken last year I do not vvant there to be any 
evidence of my ever having met the odious girl ’ 

Ml this makvolcm campaign must, I am afraid, rather ovei-cloud y our birthday 
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Nevertheless I hope you have some pleasure in eating the cakes which, I know, the 
other girls will refuse to share with you 3 u u t 

Sweet Meg, don’t be a donkey Every one loves you-particularly I-me w ic 

wonder is grammatical * 

Your loving 
Papa 

' G}k>ncl Bitchclor and hts sisicr sold Combe Florc) to \V augh 
^ Margam left St Marj’s Convent, Ascot, at the end of the term 


To Ann Fleming 

17 June 1957 

Dearest Ann , 

Very many thanks for your kind invitation to eat fish & chips in t e estiv 

Gardens' Alas, I am too old for such excitements Try Ian Fleming 

I wish I could come & help you entertain Clarissa^ I am as oppose to 
Egyptians as she could wish and I have been thinking of her with deep compassion 
during recent months But then she had herself photographed going to a protestant 
church so all my kindness was turned to despair again I hope she en)oys the 
Portuguese Chianti You could show her Hugo’s^ dirty pictures after inner 
We spent two nights with Diana on the way home A sad little ° ,5°_ 

Oggie\ a universal aunt (literally) Miss Faye and a poor waif of a grandcmi 
brotherless, fnendless. Godless, obsessed by the fear of hypodermic injections Has 
he come to prick me’’ is her greeting to all new arrivals 

We came home to find Septimus in hospital without his appendix & argare 
inv olved m a crime wav e at her convent, and a cmema company impatierit or som 
work I promised them I have now finished the work and very tedious I found it 
The peacocks suU hate us The cart horse ran away and was missing for a week A 
great number of Muscovy ducklings appeared briefly from their eggs, swam a 
as fast as water beetles & then vanished - eaten by rats the peasants^say 

Minnie Fosberg^ told me something of the horrors of Mr Todd 

What has happened to the Sunday Ttmes'> Atticus unreadable An illiterate and 
profoundly vulgar biography of an Armeman businessman of no conceivable 
interest® Half a page of passport photographs of nonentities who were at x or 
ingether A spunous postal address for the Cross Word 

I am going to one of Miss Foyle’s Literary Luncheons m July in aid ot Mr 
Pinfold 1 despise myself but Mr McDougall (who, did .1 tell you ’ fell deep in love 
^ ith you) besought me with tears and I have been so beastly' to him lately eca^e e 
has made such an ugly book of poor Pinfold, that I consented I shall not have a 
^ng 1 don’t imagine you wish to come’ Date is 19 th If it has grown cold again 
might come to London for that week Can’t bear London when it’s hot 

I am reading Chartreuse de Parme (m translation) for the first time Why is it 
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called the first ‘psychological’ novel It seems to me that nothing any character 
thinks or says or does has any relation to human nature as I know it 
This Saturday & Sunday I have to take my daughters out in London Next week 
we visit Mells where Ronnie is slowly weakening He got through his Romanes 
lecture If he had been an atheist he would have got the OM this birthday 
I hear Aunt Cynthia® is oflF to compete in Television in New York 
The plumbers & electricians are finally out The painters move in again next 
week I have some fine gilt candelabra from the Holborn Restaurant Sad about 
Crowther^® popping off m jug 

Youraffec cousin 
Evelyn 

All today the house has been full of small birds They fly m like bees and beat at the 
windows Why!* 

' The premiere of the film Around the World in 8o Days, followed by a party in the Festi\al Gardens 
arranged by Lady Pamela Berry 

^ Ann Fleming had wntten that Lady Eden ‘only wishes to meet non-appeasers This hmits the field to 
John Sparrow, who cannot come.’ 

’ Hugo Qiartens (1922-70) Novelist and brother of Ann Fleming, had taken some slides of female 
arcumasion in Afnca 

■* Olga Lynn, died 1957 Singer and teacher 

* Artemis Gioper (1953- ), daughter of the second Viscount Norwich (John Julius Cooper) and 
Anne CbSbrd, whom he manned m 1952 

* Mary Astor mamed James Fosburgh, the pamter 

’ Mike Todd (1907-58) Producer of Around the World in 80 Days, mamed to Elizabeth Taylor 
“ An extract fi-om Mr Five Per Cent, a biography of Caloustc S Gulbenkian by Ralph Hewuu 
’Cynthia Chartens (1887-1960) Mamed in 1910 Henry Asquith, son of the Pnme Minister She 
had a success on a television quiz show with Jane Austen as her subject 
The prominent antique dealer 


To John MacDougall Combe Florey House 

[June 1957] 

Oh no John no John no John no 

I won’t appear on the television. If I was willing & able, like Randolph, to do such 
things, I should have no need of an advertising agent He must make others do these 
disgraceful things for him and preserve my privacy 
Pinfolds the friend, not Waugh 

He should ‘plug’ (if that is the word) ‘Waugh the recluse ’ He must not reveal my 
new address Literary Garbo 

I have 70 labels addressed I will bring them to London when you give the word 
Would It be a good thing to have the gist of my speech to Miss Foyle’s ladies 
printed and issued to the press at their table? 

It continues very agreeable here Do some soon 


E 
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To John Montgomery ‘ Combe Florey House 

l3ojuli 1957] 

Postcard 


I find with alarm that the Polish firm publishing m> books is PAX, a proscribed and 
excommunicate bod> of renegade priests This must cease ow eep > am 
committed to them' Have I signed for other books' If not, pray te em 
cannot, on religious grounds, allow them to publish any more. 

F. W 


'Journalist, author, sometime litcrarj agent and cgoccntnc 


To THE Duchess of Devonshire 
10 August [1957') 


Derbyshire 


Dearest Debo . , 

You were sorelj missed at the tea-party which was not as we atten 
host hoped and between >ou & me was rather dismal 
This household of aged bachelors makes a sombre contrast to you an 

handsome wife & impeccable children - no television, no te ep ^ ^ 

rooms, no bonfires, no gin before half past sev en The talk is most y o nie ici 
can )ust keep my end up on sleeping draughts but Mr Hartley ^ , 

great bite in the left foot over which he has consulted two doctors and a chemist 
I did love staying with you and meeting your little ones and getting a g mp 
the treasures of Chatsworth Thank you Thank you „ 

I hope you have a glorious 12th & 13th & 14th ad infinitum wit p um 
birds falling like confetti May the fresh air of the moors disperse all the vapours ot 

the arts and waft you back to manly English philistirusm 'ru„,r ,vnr 

No one has shown any curiosity about the strange Trove of Edensor They 
not of the pot ^ 

' Love & gratitude & more love from 
Evelyn 

Edensor House until 1959 nhen they returned to Chatsworth 


To Robert Henr.ques Co”""' 

*5 August 1957 

Dear Robert, 

Mr Pinfold’s expenences were almost exactly my own In turning tl^m into a 
I had to summarize them L heard ‘voices’ such as I describe almost 
continuously night and day for three weeks They were tediously repetitive and 
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sometimes obscene and blasphemous I ha\e givm the itist ut them I have had no 
recurrence of the trouble Since m> book came out ! have had a number ol ItHcis 
from fellow-suflerers I am gieatl) grieved to hear that )t)U have been eepciieneing 
something of the sort I don’t know what to advise M) vmees ceased as st>on as I 
was intellectually convinced that they were imagtnarv I do not absolutely exclude 
the possibility of diabolic possession as the source of them 

I am very sorry to hear that you have abjured the re*alm I abjured Olos but find 
Somerset very agreeable It would be a gre-ai pleasure to Laura and mysell if vou 
came for a night but it will be no pleasure to you until the end ol next month when 
the school holidavs are over 

Have you seen The Comjurtcn by Mrs Muriel Spark - an admirable study ol 
hallucinations I am told she was very dotty and got over it 

Yrsever, 

Evelyn 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

20 August [1957] 

Dearest Ann 

You will be most welcome on Monday I have no gresit faith in any of I aura’s 
relations keeping strictly to plans, but if I don’t hear to contrary 1 will meet you at 
Taunton I will try & get some Portuguese claret Failing that can vou drink 
French' My children ask will she put her tongue out through her cheek' Do not 
disappoint them 

I felt very old at Debo’s Television in the dining-room, telephone in the 
drawing-room, charming children talking a secret language but ] enjoyed 
wandering at will & alone about the treasures of Chatsworth 

I felt very young at Renishaw - a bachelor group of Osbert, [Dav id] Horner and 
Hartley Osbert supporting with great gallantry his gruesome illness, the other two 
mctlades tmagtnatres talking only of pills and diets Leslie was bitten on the ankle by a 
midge, saw two doctors & a chemist, smelled of disinfectant and consumed huge 
doses of a specific to prevent blood-poisoning Osbert has introduced electric light 
into some of the bed-rooms Delicious food & wine but no gin before 7 30 Thirty 
years ago Georgia [Sitwell]& Willie Walton^ & I used to escape Sir Georges drink 
cocktails in the golf-club Under Osbert’s reign I found Leslie & myself similarly 
occupied 

Freud came to luncheon looking very hoiTible Osbert loudly quoted ‘Je n’aime 
pas le Jamais encore’ 

You are dead right about Alfred Duggan’s sanctity 

Love 
Ev ely n 

‘ Sir William Walton (1902- ) Composer Knighted 1951 A dose friend of the Sitwells since 1920 
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To Brian Franks 
[Septcmbur 1957] 


H\dc Park Hotel 


Dear Brian , , , j 1 

Ha\e\ouc\cr, when inspecting > our premises, been shown a ^ 

cell numbered 315, with walls so thin that e\er> fart can be hear rom t e next 
door prisoner and a bed so narrow that if one do/cs one falls out am sure not 

thekindof thing that is hidden from commanding ofiiceis It was in t isce t a in 

>our absence xour henchmen sought to confine sour old comra c in arms 

F. Wautrh 


E\en Harrji, who is constantlx and cruellx pcisecuted has nexcr, he says, seen 
anything like the horror of 315 
'Lord Su^ordale 


To Father Hubert van Zeller Combe Florej Hou 

25 September 1957 

Dear Father Hubert, , . e t no 

Ronnie Knox' entrusted me xvith his biograph} - a t;^ , ^ '1 Mflk Amone 
qualification except loxe I am going through the papers e e a kSand 

them are a large number of letters written to him by Daphne cton in * ’ , 

’39 I haxe had her permission to read these There aie many re erence 

who, 1 think, must be you whose advice thej sought a out regu 

friendship j 

More than onct Daphne refers to your opinion (if you it was) that s ? „u» 

influence on Ronnie in making him Mess intellectual’ Could you give m 
on your meaning? Did you simply mean that in a human, was too 

danger of becoming donnish, or was their a spiritual sense in which his Fa 

much a matter of reason and that she helped gixe It life’' t 

Daphne’s letters are extremely intimate Now that I hax e ^ em 

surprised that she let me, and I am much touched by her confidence 

ffjou are not the Downside monk refered to, can you suggest XX o 

him simply ‘the Holy Man ’ 


He had died on 24 August 


Yours ever" 
Evelyn 
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To A D Peters Combe Mortv House 

[28 Septcmbci 1957] 

Postcard 

I ha\e nor made any coniiaei foi Knox’s life and would sooner not do so until I 
know how long it is going to be It looks like being at least a jeais work Si a hefiv 
\olumc - perhaps 2 jears & 2 \olumes I am bus> 7 hours a da} answering letters 
from his admirers 8c reading his letters - most of them in Greek terse w hieh I can’t 
lead It will be a magnum opus 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

30 September 1957 

Dearest Ann 

May I, in the interests of future historians, urge you to date your letters with the 
year' I am engaged in sorting some hundreds of letters to and from Ronnie Knox 8c 
all of them are merely dated ‘Friday evening’ This and the fact that most of them 
are in Greek xerse makes my task \ery laborious 

I enclose my repartee to Mr Puestley* I would rather like to ha\c it back if it 
would not be too much trouble An example of the great strain of gentlemanly 
behaviour has been keeping silent about Debo’s pot It shows how little the young 
trust the honour of their friends that she has herself revealed the gross scandal 
I have not left home since you were here but soon I go to Edinburgh to cross 
examine Ronnie’s surviving sister. Lady Peck^ Later to Rhodesia to grill Daphne 
Acton 1 am busier with Ronald’s affairs than I have ever been over my own 

Trooper Waugh ^ is at Caterham in a sort of daze - not particularly unhappy I 
think, too weary for that 

Is Mr Macmillan^ a pious anglican' I know he goes to church but is he pi' 
This IS pertinent to my Ronnie excav ations It is clev er of him to put up the postage 
to Amenca by 150% There will now be no temptation to answer American fan 
letters 

Your V isit here was much enjoy ed by all Do come again w hen you feel the need of 
a long sleep 


Lov e from 
* Ev elyn 

• Anjthing wrong with Pnestlc> Waugh’s rcpl> to J B Pnestics’s rcMCw 'What was Wrong with 
Pinfold’ which had argued that the attempt to ape the manners of a countrj gentleman had dnren him 
mad Spectator 13 September 1957 

•Winifred Knox (1882-1962) Married in 1911 Sir James Peck 

^ Auberon Waugh was doing his national service m his father s regiment, the Royal Horse Guards 
' Harold Macmillan (1894- ) The Conservative statesman, then Prime Minister Chancellor of the 

University of Oxford since i960 Tutored by Ronald Knox 
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To Lady Acton 
2 October [1957I 


Combe Florcj House, 


° 7 am SlTgllil to Uosv that Ronald tcallt named me to nnlc his life He 
nonld base found „ diffieuU .0 sas no, nhen 1 sugsestod n Do I '“ 

>our ‘1 thought >ou would spend a jear or two on t l car > iiprmnrhe 

intention of rushing out a Time magazine ‘profile’ but I ha%c an itch to co 
material 1 can as soon as possible There ma\ be anot 
communications Or >ou might go dott> like poor Pinfold So 111 come early 

jear while the going IS still good martp 

1 base read all jLr letters to Ronnie The> aren’t a bit sopw Jhej o"'! 

methinkwhatanenchantinggirltounereandnbatalbtera ) ^ ^ , 

You gave him pist the tenderness and hero-norship ivhieh he had from the rpta 
undergraduates, nhich he needed and didn't find anjn ere esc 
trustingof jou to let me read them I shant abuse joui trust 
Don’t please trouble to answer this 

Lo\c from 
E\ehn 


To John McDougall 
iQ October |.tg57l 


Combe Florey House 


The visit to Edinburgh was rather pleasant the tovvn 
and the natives friendly Poor Lady Peck nearl} died of the strain jj 

She had read Pinfold and concluded that I must be given Creme de Menthe 

I told Peters that you didn’t at all like a highly 

were to have it unless anyone made an absurd /2500 and will go 

respectable firm (whose name he asks me to conceal) „rnpd and more 

np .n &onoi This is enormously more lhan Speaighr’s Zd 

than I should like you 10 pay I am tiedtoCSi H[Chapman an make vou pay 

ofgraliiude., friendship, bu, it doesn’r seem grateful or friendly » ^ 

rhree times what a book is worth Anyway 1 shant be sigmng any ,ri,urry 

months and shan’t sign anything without telling you first There 
ro deade J thought you would like to know how things stoo p- 

I saw Ohrer ChandosS yesterday He is literary execu.or ,o 
[Brendan] Bracken & BirkelH He says they hare already been offered mote than 
£100,000 for Eden’s memoirs Publishers must be soft on the crumpet 
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Please give my love to May and tell her how tantali/ing wt found the brief 
glimpse of her 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

' McDougall replied that he was delighted to pay £3,000 

^Oliver Lyttelton (1893-1972) Created Lord Chandos in 1954 Conservative MP, Sccrtiar) of State 
for Colonies 1951-4 

^Norman Birlcett (1883-1962) Lord Justice of Appeal 1950 Created baron 1958 


To Anthony Powell Combe Florey House 

20 October [1957] 

Dear Tony 

It was awfully good of you to send me LadyAlolly ' I had been looking forward to it 
like seven days leave and read it without interruption It is delightful - every bit up 
to the predecessors What a fine work it is going to be when it is complete and the 
whole scheme revealed In the opening pages I felt the void of Widmerpool really 
aching - I could not have borne another page’s delay of his entry Did you intend 
him to dominate the series when you introduced him in the first volume’ Erridge is 
a magmficant creation and the evening at his house masterly Lady Molly herself 
remained a bit vague to me It was genius to put the tale of Widmerpool’s 
discomfiture into the general’s mouth It was no surpnse to me, nor was Erridge’s 
elopement 

Thank you very much for a real rare treat 

Is there any hope of you & Violet coming to see us’ It isn’t far Do I sit home all 
day reading Knoxiana 

Your galloping Major^ is not to be expelled from Pratt’s It is thought he would 
get the club talked about in undesirable quarters 

Yours ever 
Ev elyn 

' Anthony Powell, At Lady Molly 5, 1957 

^ Malcolm Muggendge 


To Nancy Mitford Combe Florey House 

24 October [1957] 

Darling Nancy 

I feel great guilt about yesterday I was so dazed & worn with travel that I didn’t 
show the welcome or the gratitude I felt I resolve in future always to sleep in 
London before going out to luncheon 

I have read a third of Voltaire^ with keen pleasure The characters are as alien to 
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me and as vivid as those oiLucky M ^ You have a unique gift of "laUng your 
reader feel physically in the presence of jour characters What honors they were 
The book should correct two popular heresies i) Cinema-bom, that on y 

people enjoy fucking 2) Spender-bom, that the arts flouns estina 1 e 

I am only waiting to finish this letter 8 e throw myse ac inw o 

Laura is delighted at the prospect of jour winter visit to us Come whenever jo 

can for as long as you can bear It r , 

I feel I was grumpj loo about Debo and her w.fe» It is affection for her 

makes me censorious , Ainc mv 

Pam has very kindly asked me to dine with her and you on Mon j i 

feeble frame simply cannot support another journey 

Fond love 
Ev elj n 

' Nancy Mitford, Voltaire in Love, 1957 
^First no\cl by Kingsley Amis, 1954. 

^ Viscouniess Mersey 


T Air TA Combe Florey House 

To John McDougall 

29 October [1957] 

Dear Jack r 

Thank j'ou for letung me see this* I have made a few corrections on m 
fact and a few suggestions There are numberless mispnnts ,nctead of 

I think 1. IS too long It suffers from hating been wn.ten off and on mst^^f 
Straight off - Stopp doesm always remember what he had a ^ to 

the same points sometimes more than once Can you persua e im, 

revise it and condense it? A third could go an"onginal method of 

interesting book - interesting at any rate to me rl olots 

cnticism which I find attracme I don't think he need = 7 ™"“ J"! 

except so far as thej support his thesis And I don’t think a tee 
occasional journalism very valuable , Rp^lrh and 

Very sorry to hear you have had a cold I start my 55 *^ >'“*■ ^ 

hav e composed the opening sentences of Knox ^ ^ 

Did }ou lea\e a pair of \eniiihon stockings here. 1 
where V isitors are not packed for t , .,c .»-ir dnnk 

I hope to spend the first week of December m London e 
together then 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

'The nunusenpt of Evelyn IVausk. Portrait oj an Artist by ^ 

psbid bj CtapmsaLd Ml .958 >■ » “d .W Ronald knot .on, Wauth a lolostam 

Stopp Stop’ 15,000 words were cut as Waugh suggested 
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To Brian Franks Combe Florcj House 

11 December 1957 

Dear Brian 

That was another memorable banquet ' Thank j ou \ er} much indeed for asking 
me Every year the faces round the table look grosser & madder - but how we enjoy 
It I made my train successfully and was deeply shocked to find a man m the carriage 
who had plainly been drinking I scowled at him till he fell asleep & then fell asleep 
myself 

Has Harold Acton sent orchids^ 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

‘ Annual gathenng of the propnetor’s fntnds at the Hyde Pari. Hotel 


To Father Hubert van Zeller Combe Florey House 

30 December [1957] 


Dear Father Hubert 

As soon as you left I fell upon the notes you left me Every word is golden It was 
extraordinarijy kind of you to take so much trouble in producing so full & valuable 
an account 

When the autumn comes and I stait on Ronald’s life as a pnest 1 shall be much 
out of my depth I knew him as a hterary man, never went to confession to him or 
consulted him on spintual 01 moral questions I wonder whether I ought to have a 
chapter by another hand on Ronald’s spirituality or leave it for someone to produce 
a separate book Perhaps we can discuss this at Easter 

It was most delightful seeing you& Father Vincent^ yesterday 


‘ Father Vincent Cavanagh, bursar of Downside, who died in 1975 


Yours ev er 
Ev elyn 


To Graham Greene Combe Florey House 

10 January 1958 

Dear Graham 

It is good news that you are in England 

I go to Rhodesia early next month I shall sleep the night of the 6th in London 
Could we dine then? Or lunch that day? 

Tax’, 1 understand, is lun by renegade priests> I don’t blame Polish laymen for 
dealing with them since it is their only means of livelihood, but it is all humbug 
about ‘keeping Catholic culture alive’ The books of mine that ‘Pax’ want show 
Americans and Euiopeans as decadent & thats why they want them 

They make very free with your name as evidence of bona fides I had a long letter 
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from >our friend m much the same terms as the letter you quote ^ ^ 

Catholicriter ho published with Pa\ but had no othei connexion wit t em 

wrote from his prnate address But there was a rubber stamp 0 ax on t e 

en\elope He is plainly employed as their ad%ertising agent 0 

blame Poles for any shifts they ha\e to resort to But, as I to im, ave 
undesen ed pri\ ilege of li\ ing in a country w here compromise is unnecessary 

I don’t think the English country side attracts you much If for any reason you ee 

hie coming here for a night or two before Feb 6th you would be welcomed with 
open armsSc bottles 

Yours e\ er affectionately 
Evelyn 

'Gretne, after some doubts, allowed Pax, a Roman Catholic organization, to pub 
though he attacled it in the Sunday Timet after a visit to Poland. 


To Graham Greene 
6 February 1958 


White’s 


Dear Graham ^ f pnHc 

It was jolly decent of you to include me among the host 0 your 
clamouring for admission last night ^ It was an enthralling evening tseeme 
that all the audience was enthralled I do hope it will have a prosperous run 

I am not theologian enough to understand the theological basis wis y . , 

"me It as a novel explaining more fully to simple people like me s ® 
details of James’s life in his school holidays, the circumstances o 


I thought the wife (both wives) excellent, also the man who p aye t e p 
Admirable scenery' Sir John [Gielgud] seemed a bit seedy 
It was a memorable evening 

Thanks awfully 
Evelyn 


^To Graham Greene’s play The Polling Shed 
Gwen Ffrangcon-Davies, Irene Worth and Redmond Phillips 


To Laura Waugh 
b February 1958 


White’s 


Darling Laura 

You will be relieved to hear that I have examined the Trust deed ^ 

'nc uded It was so drawn upas to include all subsequent children u 

^ provision I had entirely forgotten boys get more than girls (in t c 

15) m the final division So there is no need for you to leave Septim y 
lew els 

Draham Greene had not sought to insult me in giv mg me a seat at the back w 
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next to Dr Strauss’ who sent you extia\agant sentiments of esteem Other friends 
were at the back of the dress-circle He had not been treated generously in the 
matter of tickets 

Perhaps it was because I was so far away, the play seemed \ cry much under acted 
to me John Gielgud had a pain & was \ery poor The play is great nonsense 
theologically & will puzzle people needlessly Afterwards I had supper with John 
Sutro & his wife at a night club in Belgra\ la 

I will write from Rhodesia, if I get there All lo\e to you you & the little girls 

E\ clyn 

' Dr Eric Strauss, head of the psjchiatnc department at St BarrholomcH’s, who had seen Waugh on 
his return from Giylon 


To Laura Waugh 
[9 February] 1958 


M’Bebi, 

•Mazoe, 

S Rhodesia 


Darling Laura, 

I am afraid you ha\e lost your first chance in the £50,000 draw I armed weary 
but ali\ e & safe As usual with aeroplanes we set off se\ en hours late It was fortunate 
that the delay was in London & White’s not in some African aerodrome I sat about 
all Friday looking at the snow in St James’s Street We left at 7 in the e\enmg Mrs 
Stirling (senior) ’ was the only fnend in the aeroplane A good dinner with masses of 
free dnnk but no agar smoking allowed Midnight stop m Rome Then on again, 
practically no sleep, breakfast at dawn m Khartoum All day the stewards are at ones 
elbow with sweets, sandwiches, canapes, drinks, cigarettes, fans, towels soaked in 
eau de Cologne Almost too many attentions Armed at Salisbury at six Andrew' 
Waugh 2 & Daphne [Acton] on the tarmac to greet me Andrew very helpful taking 
me out of a back door without having to wait for customs and passport officers He 
presented me with a box of 50 fine cigars each sealed in glass tube to withstand the 
tropics A^ery civil boy Daphne thin and austere looking but very friendly Along 
dm e in the dark John Acton ^ thin & ill, diabetes, not allowed wine, deaf but genial 
Host of pretty & polite children The house hideous surrounded by the roughest 
rough grass you could want with a few gaudy flowers emerging Tin roofs, concrete 
walls, large bare rooms, everything painted white and awfully dirty 'They have a 
chaplain■* and a jevvish looking sick South African^ living here and people popping 
in and out quite a lot Invitations awaiting me from Simon Dalhousie, Andrew’s 
Governor*", the Campion Society of Salisbury, the chief bookshop to a Literary 
Luncheon The last I hav e said no to I don’t think there is anything to keep me here 
more than 3 weeks or so The name of this house is pronounced MeBaby Daphne 
has built a mission school on the farm We had mass there this morning She has 
conv erted all her serfs A Somerset lady, cousin of Rothvvells, came to luncheon She 
had seen me buy the side board at Ston Easton Her husband is a professor called 
rittchcr’ Everyone except Daphne talks of nothing except local politics 
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It isn’t hot Just as Ronnie said a wet English August 5000 feet up Insignifirant 
country so far as l’\e seen it No fine trees, no tropical birds or flowers, scru y 
hills, wire fences, bungalows The staple dish at all meals is corn on t e co , te 
Meg 

All lo\e to you all 
E 


•Mirgorct Fraser bom i88i Marned in 1910 Bngadier-General Archib^d Stirling and 
children, including William (Bill), who commanded the sas regiment w i aug )oi 
David, and Margaret who mamed the Earl of Dalhousie 

‘SonofAlecWaugh, ADC to the Governor General , ,, , 1 nf 

^ Lord Acton (1907- ) Grandson of the historian Left Rhodesu after the Unilateral DecUration 
Independence. 

‘Father Maxwell ^ a fnri Tjvrd 

‘John Michael Kalmanson, who started a paper-bagand cardboard-box actoryin 

Aaon was a director ^ . r 

‘Earl of Dalhousie (1914- ) Marned Margaret Stirhng in 1940 Governor en 

Federauon of Rhodesia and Nvasaland 1957-63 a MioMland 

’Professor Basil Fletcher Vice-Pnnapal of the Univcrsit> College of Rhod^ia m ) 

1956-60 He marned Gerrardine Dalj in 1928, a cousin of Mrs FranV(Boobla) 


To John McDougall 
[March? 1958] 

Postcard 


Yes, I am back like a midget refreshed Rhodesia was a rich _ 

00 holiday resort^One anaent monument - no one knows wo in 11 , pp_ 

when or how Nauves drab Whites drabber No sun Ram continuou y - 
readmg what I wrote about Knox I see all the Oxford part needs S 

enliven and embeUish it Thing is to get all facts down while they are in P 

3 nd then spread myself being elegant I will let you know when come 
P*o come here with the spring. 


E 


To Ann Fleming 
10 March 1958 


Nearest Ann c 1 k , T 

I think your letter must have travelled with me in the aeroplane from a is 
'eft M'Bebi vv hen it arnv ed and was at the Dalhousies’ (whose genial and lav ish 
^nspitabtj was slightly clouded by the presence of Princess Pat an us an 
^ ^ lolly good letter Thanks awfully . ,,, ,,, 

' went to' Graham’s play before I left I thought he knew how to vvnte it but that 
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Sir John [Gielgud] couldn’t act The theme is great balls theologically The rcvicu s 
next day all said ‘only Roman Catholics will understand it’ We are just the people 
who don’t 

Rhodesia is not an interesting country The natives are as drab as Jamaicans - no 
dressing-up or undressing - no wild life, no trees, one ancient monument which I 
toiled through floods to see, called Zimbabwe No one knows who built it, or why, 
or when The whites are (a) Old Rhodesians - that is to say families dating from 
1890, survivors and descendants of the riff-raff who came up from the Cape with 
Jameson & Rhodes Dreadful people rather stuck up (b) English county families 
who came there in 1946 to escape the Welfare State They are rapidly becoming 
middle-class (c) Displaced persons - Hungarians etc very poor & rather gay (d) 
Jesuits & other missionaries Black Americans who come to the Federation are 
labelled ‘foreign natives’, white Americans are ‘Europeans’ Sk> scrapers in the 
city, bungalows in the country Every white man has a motor-car and a dinner- 
jacket and goes to bed at 9 The women drink tea all day long A huge Art Gallery 
presented by Sir Somebody Courtauld with nothing to put in it On my last day an 
exhibition of photographs was opened called ‘the Family of Man’, which has been 
tounng the world and was said to have had a success in London 1 1 was flagrant anti- 
American propaganda Oddly enough arranged by the Museum of Modern Art in 
New York and circulated by the Amencan office of culture Simon Dalhousie 
insisted on the removal of some of the most obscene items before he would open it 
Daphne Acton is no Anglo-Catholic, genuine Roman and what is more a saint 
Not as succulent as she was as a girl - rather gaunt Mother of ten and grandmother 
of 3^ It was funny to hear yells of rage from a little girl in the grips of a larger boy 
‘Mummy, mummy stop Danash taking my Teddy’ - an aunt complaining of her 
nephew^ Children were everywhere, no semblance of a nursery or a nanny, the 
spectacle at meals gruesome, a party-line telephone ringing all day, dreadful food, 
an ever present tremendously boring ex-naval chaplain, broken aluminium cutlery, 
plastic crockery, ants in the beds, totally untrained black servants (all converted by 
Daphne to Christianity, taught to serve Mass but not to empty ash trays) In fact 
everything that normally makes Hell but Daphne’s serene sanctity radiating 
supernatural peace She is the most remarkable woman I know She has been an 
immense help with my life of R A K 

Youare wrong in thinking A Crawley^ was back in England I saw him distinctly 
in Salisbury 

I was cruelly persecuted by Catholics - made to attend a Cathohc businessmans 
luncheon (where I only got wine by roaring for it), lecture to the Campion Society 
and to the Jesuit white public-school On the latter occasion I was saved by the ram 
I was to speak in ‘the Alfred Beit Hall’, a showy classical building Luckily Alfred^ 
had economised on the roof and made it of tin After I had spoken for ten minutes 
there was a cloud-burst and everyone was deafened and the ordeal curtailed It 
rained continually I am like a pit pony m the English sun It rained away theKariba 
dam-or bits of it This caused great local exatement I flew over it& saw the flood - 
very impressive All the niggers are laughing like mad saying the Gods of the 
Zambesi will ruin the expensive project 



MARCH 1958 505 


1 came home to find the famih unaccountably pleased to see me The morning- 
room has now been papered and looks \ ery sombre & old fas lone 
Many Stirlings m Salisbury' Da\ id far from well 

Love from 
Evelyn 


‘Admiral Sir Alexander Ramsax (1881-1972) uncle of Lord Dalhousie, mamed in 1919 Pnncess 

Patnaa (1886-1974), daughter of the first Duic of Connaught r 1. u , 

-TheActonchildren vxere bom betvxeen 1932 andi 954 .‘Danash’wasDenesMarfij,sonoftheeldes 

daughter PeUine, then three 1 ears old w ith aunts of four and sex en _ r„nc,.n.-^tixe mp 

^ Aldan Craw lej (1908- ) Mamed Virginia Cowles in 1 945 Labour mp 1 945 a > . 

1962-7 

' Sir Alfred Beit (1903- ) His family had made a fortune in Southern Africa 


To Lord Baldwin Combe Florey House 

14 March [1958] 

I can’t Recommend Miekle’s Hotel, Fort Victona, S Rhodesia where I lately 
spent a night „ 

I hope you go to Caldey from Tenby and tease the Trappists into a 
I used to know Bnan Hovyard well - a dazzling young man to rny 1 
In later life he became very dangerous- constantly attacking people with 
public places-so I kept clear of him He was consumptive utt 

ofhis death was a broken heart His boy fnend gassed himse m _ 

IS an aesthetic bugger who sometimes turns up in my nov c s un er v much 

■ta. « 5 B,.au J Harold Aaoru Peopk .hml. was all Harold, who .s a much 

sweeter 8c saner man - , Ar-hran mUecnne 

I have been staying with a saint, whom you knew. Dap ne ’unfamiliar 
Items of information about Ronnie Knox Writing his life takes me 1 

places, mostly amongaged High Church clergymen of vour way if you 

1 wish you would come and visit us here It is not very , onK' run in the 

take a steamer from Tenby to Weston-super-Mare but perhaps they y 

summer 

I hope Edward a is enjoying the army Bron is at the last ° ? j ^ 

•commission If he scrambles over he goes to Cyprus to be 

decent obituary of Diana m the Sunday Tmes^ Who by Rupert Ha 

Davis? 


Yours ever 
Boaz 


‘ 'Vsugh xxrotc a postcard on 3 May ‘I learn that I nusinformcd you about the 

death His American Ly died suddenly but naturally m his bath Bn^poisoned himself some 
•^^hter' In because the exhaust pipe had been remoxed 
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^Viscount Corvedalc, his son, since 1976 Earl Ualduin 

^ A note on Lady Diana Cooper announcing that in the nc'tt issue there would be an extract from Ihi 
Rawhow Comes and Goes, the first eolumc of her autobiography, published by her nephew Rupert Hart- 
Da\is 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florcj House 

21 May 1958 

My Dear Ann 

Thank you for the pretty pictuie of Canterbury Cathedral I hope you sit under 
Dr Hewlet-Johnson there and pray for the consersion of Freud, Qucnncll etc 
I think the report of my happiness must dense from the fact that I got tight one 
afternoon lately in London That evening I had a Monsignore (whom I had not met 
before) to dinner The last thing I remember saying is ‘Vodka, with your caviare, 
Monsignore’ We talked for hours He told me numberless scandals about seminary 
life All is a blank Two days later I got a letter from him apologising for being tight 
I am a manic-depressive about money At the moment I am depressive & think 
myself destitute I find I spent over jCi7,ooo last year This year I shall make 5 and 
pay tax on 17 - so I have reasons for depicssion 
I have tooth ache 

Ml Peters, my man of business, says he can’t understand a word of my life of 
Knox 

My pea-hen lays eggs all over the place & wont sit on them 

Meg is fat as butter 

Come & see us again soon 

Cornet Waugh is enjoying Cyprus top-hole 

Diana’s book is first class - except for Cooper’s terrible interpolations ' 

Love 

Evelyn 

' Several letters from Duff Cooper are included in The Rainbow Comes and Goes 


To Anthony Powell Combe Florey House 

[9 April 1958] 

Postcard 

Delicious dinner, jolly meeting, thanks awfully Proud to have had chance of 
praising Molly to Yanks I say, read Flask a Filigree and see if you dont think ‘Terry' 
Southern’ is a pseudonym of Henry’s It reads as straight Green 
Mrs Muggeridge* came here on Monday I saw her from a window 


E 

^ Kathcnne Dobbs marned Malcolm Muggcridge in 1927 
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To John McDougall 
18 April 1958 

TTilntjou most awfully for the boiled beef and wines I do so enjoy our 
luncheons together. I hope I don’t seem to take them .or grante ey a 

I have written to Peters turning down the‘Cities of Enchantment , 

not scold him, but I think he should not haNe intruded on was a purd> 
personal question between us You were most magnanimous an w 
taken jou at jour generous word if I had really wanted to write t ® ° ^ 

deaded on reflection that 1 had only a year or two ahead in w ic 
onginal work and I shouldn’t waste that time in hack-wor oon r to 

jump at esery chance of wnting the history of insurance companies or 
school text-books Squire & Belloc warn us of the horrors of longe y 
meanwhile while I ha\e any sestigc of imagination left, 1 must write ^ varied 
I am >ery sorry y ou haN e the accidie 1 don’t think the cure rea y is n 
actiMties f think God sends these times to remind us that there is no re P 
Him He takes away all zest in human affairs to gt^e us the c ance o 

“rcu™urr,d=„t When I reached .h= H> de Park Hotel after luM 

I found they had failed me & my luggage was not in the hall e%en „„„ 

^sith no time to spare, and myself raging Who should be standing ^^ere S 

butJohnSutro& John Sparrow^ I got to the tram in the end wit w .p. 

flags wa\ mg Standing on the platform grinning John Sutro & Jo " 
had come all the way to Paddington expressly for the fun of seeing m 
This was not a Pinfold 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

‘John Sparrow (1906— ) Hamster, Warden of All Souls College, Oxford, 195 77 


To A D Peters Co”*" 

*7 June 1958 

Hear Pete , . j i. 

The news of Bron is fairly hopeful • He was hit by ^ could 

'«ng and his spleen removed and his left hand is shattered They though 

live, but every day he grows a little stronger and if no infection occurs there 

good chance of his survival Laura is with him 
Thank you very much for your sympathy 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

j ‘ June Auberon Waugh, doing his national scrMce in C)-p™s. Tartwl^unTn t^he' 

own words ‘1 had noticed an Lpcdiment in the elevation of the^rowning machine-gun in the 
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turret of my panicular armoured car, and, having nothing else to do, resolved to investigate it Seizing 
hold of the end with quiet efficiency, I was wiggling it up and down when 1 notited it had staricd finng 
Six bullets later I was alarmed to observe that it was firing through my chest and got out of the way pretty 
sharpish’ Auberon Waugh ‘The Ghastly Truth’, In thu Lions Den, 1978 He received the last 
sacraments 


To Lady Acton Combe Florey House 

23 June 1958 

Dearest Daphne, 

Thanks awfully for your letter of enquiry about my son Bron It has been an 
alarming business and is not yet over According to the official account a machine 
gun suddenly opened fire on him from an empty armoured cai It sounds rum 
Anyway he stopped six bullets He could not possibly have liv ed on a battle field but 
medical help was handy and the notices in the press set off all the nuns & monks & 
clergy & laity praying like mad As the result he began to make a miraculous 
recovery The latest news is not quite so good I think they must have slacked in 
their prayers So I have sent out further demands to Poor Clares etc He has had his 
spleen, a lung, two ribs and a part of a hand removed He edified the regimental 
surgeon (a Papist) by quietly saying the De Profundis on his way to hospital Laura 
IS with him, staying in reasonable comfort at Government House but confined to it 
except for a twice daily journey to the hospital under armed escort It is very dull & 
lonely & anxious for her Please pray for her too Please thank Fr Maxwell awfully 
for saying Mass for Bron 

If I could say Mass I would do so for Father Maxwell He must be having a 
ghastly life on that stoep with all those children 

Magdalen’s boy Encombe has grown a beard and been sent down for shooting a 
deer in Magdalen Park ^ 

Did you see the letter in The Times signed by the Pnme Minister & the Duke of 
Norfolk and a lot of nobs asking for money for the Knox Memorial ^ I am having 
copies printed and will send you some to press on those Popish Rotarians who made 
me lunch with them and on the Dalhousies and all Rhodesians black & white 
Money is not yet rolhng in The plan is to have Arthur Pollen’s excellent bust cast in 
bronze & stuck up in Tnnity The younger dons insist we must also endow a 
scholarship to send them abroad m the Long Vac Elizabeth Wansbrough^ a deaf 
convert Jewess is in charge of the funds but she doesn’t understand that no one ev^er 
pans with money unless badgered 

Do you want any copies of A Spiritual Aeneid^ for yourself or anyone else I have 
a superfluitj 

I am now describing Ronald’s life at St Edmund’s - very discreetly with dark 
hints of unspeakable scandals I went there for a night lately It is a barbarous place 
I also went for two nights to Ampleforth to see Laurence Eyres'* whom I have grown 
to lov e I was dazzled by the luxury of the school hospitality - most unlike Downside 
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where the guest-master thinks he has done his duty by sticking his head in at the 
door and saying ‘Finished with The Tunes'^' 

Henry Esmond reads aloud well Also Bleak House but your children would not 
understand about London fogs I suppose & the best parts are all fog-scapes 
Please don’t stop praying for Bron & Laura 

Love to you all 
Evelyn 

‘ Viscount Encombe {1937- ) An undergraduate at Tnnity College, Oxford, he shot the deer wtth a 

bo^ and arrow and gas e a party ‘It tasted more hie Lipper’, said one of the guests Succeeded as Earl of 
Eldon 1976 

^Elizabeth Lewis, from a Jewish family of bwyers, became a Roman Catholic in 1919 and married 
Georgi Wansbrough in 1928 
^By Ronald Knox, 1918, republished 1950 

"LaurenceEyres (18^-19^) At Tnmty College,Oxford, with Knox,and hisfnendand disaple He 

followed Knoxmto the Roman Catholic Church, collected his wntmgs and edited his posthumous In 
Three Tongues, 1959 


To Auberon Waugh Combe Florey House 

8 July 1958 

My Dear Bron 

Welcome home I am dehghted that you have escaped from the tornd & 
treacherous island of Cyprus I wish I could come and greet you but I have a long¬ 
standing and very tedious engagement in Germany It started as a treat for your 
mother, who now can’t come with me I am being paid to stand up in a Aeatre in 
Mumch and read aloud for an hour to an audience of Huns who think that such a 
performance will somehow help celebrate the Sooth anniversary of the foun ation 

of their city 1 am sure neither the Huns nor I will enjoy it 

Teresa who, insanely, means to spend August in Turkey will visit you, t en your 
mother, finally I I cannot tell you when dear little Septimus will arn\e Your 
Smndmother has dashed oflf to persecute Lord de Vesci ^ but no doubt she wi soon 
be at your bedside She is well known to raise all in% alid s temperatures five egrees 

I hope you get a decent room to yourself overlooking the river Ifthewa s s^m 

bare tell your neighbour Sir John Rothenstem^ to bnng round a few of the hne 
paintings he keeps hidden in the cellars of the Tate 

For spiritual comfort summon Mgr John Barton, 43 Palace treet, ictona 
7 35 A learned, very tall, slightly baw'dy prelate who has been praying for you 
'^e pea-hen has layed two more eggs and is sitting The pea cock is so bored we 
f keep him out of the house 

Yours ever affec 
E W 

^ViicountdcVcsci (1881-1958) AcousinofMarj Herbert, Waugh’smothcr-in-Iaw 
It John Rothenstcin (1901- ) Director of the Tate Gallcrj 1938-64- 

'‘gr John Barton (1S98- J PnesnnehargeSSPeterandEdward s.PalaceStrect, i 95 t >-75 Author 

‘>'nun> religious vvorts 



70 THE LETTERS OF EVELYN WAUGH 


ro Christopher Sykes Combe Florej House 

6 July 1958 

Dear Kitty 

You arc a good little chap to find me all that valuable information about the late 
C A Knox It exposes many respected clergymen as liars or at least as halluanated 
\11 the staff at St Edmund’s think they remember his returning from London on the 
ivenmg of i6th January 1926 Now I can put all that nght Thank you thank you 
I expect that m your great work on Wingate you met many untruthful and 
deluded soldiers I look forward to your book and to its great success When you are 
i best seller like Boots [Connolly] perhaps you will show your pretty nose in the 
Rockingham [White’s] again 

I went to Germany for the first time last week The Germans are not at all as you 
& Randolph used to describe them to me They are a slow gentle ineffiaent 
inoffensne people, soberly dressed, their children well brought up Their 
architecture and decoration is of the Pompadour style They excel in making 
wooden painted angels They live on white, fresh water fish Their women look like 
Mr A D Peters You and Randolph fairly led me up the garden path urging me to 
shoot these simple creatures 

Oh, hsten there is one more very important point about R A Knox’s broadcast. 
You say it happened in Edinburgh Does this mean that it was heard only by the 
Scotch or could they in 1926, as they do now, ‘relay’ his voice from London ’ Was it 
done from Edinburgh simply because he happened to be there or was the idea 
Scotch in origin ^ 

I am having my wounded son, Bron, moved to Sister Agnes’ Home which I think 
is near your Broadcasung House It would be kind to visit him He cannot read 
easily yet bur he likes long playing records of light Italian opera, melons and opium 
(and Its denvatives) 

Do not eat the caviar on the Dover-Ostend packet 
A large number of those Germans you spoke so ill of are Roman Catholic 
Pray come& stay with me soon 


Yours ever 
Evelyn 


To A D Peters 
[6 August 1958] 
Postcard 


Combe Florey House 


Qui d you very kindly make a discreet enquiry for me? A Mr Enc Newby has 
ntten an excellent book about a tnp to Afghanistan called A Short Walk ;« the 
Hindu Kush to be pubbshed by Seeker & Warburg He tells me that Doubleday m 
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USA Will onl> publish it if it has an introduction by someone else If this is true, I 
am willing to do it, but if he is pulling mj leg & merelj wanting an extra puff for his 
book, I won’t Terms don’t matter I should be doing it as a kindness ^ 

E 

'The book appeared as y^ 5 Aor/ tFir/i in the United Stales with a preface b) Waugh in 1959 


To Edith Sitwell 
6 August 1958 

Dearest Edith 

Of course I should not ha\e dreamed of sending you the appeal for onme 
Knox’s Memorial if I had had any idea you would not welcome it I am very sorry he 

should have offended you „ 

What I guess must have happened was that he was invited to join t e itwe 
Society himself or to [go] to a dinner or something of the kind He had a orror 0 
press stunts and he may have thought the young men involved vvere see mg 
advertisement and he refused rather sharply It was, if I remember ng t, a outt e 
time when one of his flock w'as making an ass of himself by being photograp e in a 

balloon with Tallulah Bankhead . , 

I say all this not to urge you to subscribe but to clear Ronald s name o t e 

imputation of officiousness and bad judgement 

Yours ever affectionately 
Evelyn 


To Lady Acton 
21 August 1958 

Dearest Daphne r,., , ^11 

The Nov ena has worked My son has taken a turn for the better an s a u y 
It was most obliging of you He is now fattemng up in Sister Agnes home tor 
butchery' in October and is greatly enjoying himself being much pampere y a 
No second parcel of letters has yet armed, full or empt)'^ I h'c hope t at it wi 
come 

I have come to you in the book Now what would you like, to censure [i/^ what I 
wrote or not? Can you trust to my undoubted goodwill and more doubtful good 
taste not to offend? As I see it your difficulty- will be that if you read & approve the 
portrait of yourself before publication you will be m some embarrassment about 
giv mg y our imprimatur to the nice things I shall say about you While if you hav en t 
seen it first you can put all the blame squarely on me for anything spinal 

I will draw up with professional aid an appendix on Ronald s confirmation and 
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submit that to you If you ha\c kept Fr Caraman’s criticism of my \ersion, could 
you send it back'- Do you think it scandalous if I mention your ‘face \aluc’" It 
cannot be denied that if you had been plain Ronald would not have been so keen on 
you But perhaps the clergy are supposed to be free of all such susceptibilities I 
don’t know 

I’ll wnte again soon This is primarily to say stop praying for Bron I am sure 
there are more urgent cases waiting for your attention 

Lo\e 
Eiely n 

' A word used b> Ronald Knox to mean something that gave him the creeps . p RonuU knux 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

28 August 1958 Taunton 

Dear Ann 

Pray note change of address as abo\ e 

Your life is indeed a many splendoured thing I would far sooner read of it than 
participate 

I wonder how I missed the Fragonard obscenity' 

The attempt to starve me was twofold - first by a florid man named Le\ ita who 
runs a travel agency I took a ticket \ia Ostend and Taterne Express Ship reaches 
Ostend at 8 pm I said ‘Can I dine on train'’‘Oh, yes’ ‘Make sure’ SoLesita 
talked gibbensh to a telephone and said Yes there was certainly a diner When 1 got 
to Ostend I found it was put on at 7 next morning at Stuttgart Next e\ening I was 
due to recite my works in a theatre from 8-9 A tricky time I said to Consul ‘Ought I 
to dine first‘No There is a a\ic banquet afterwards for you to which I ha\e been 
asked’ Armed at theatre at 8 ha\ ing drunk a few cocktails alone in my hotel A 
horrible Hun said ‘I am afraid that in Bax ana we are not x ery punctual’ We sat in a 
dressing room which unlike the auditorium xvas severely ‘functional’ At 8 30 other 
hornble Huns joined us One said he would ‘say a fexv words’ of introduction We 
sat on the stage behind the cumin The h h went in front and talked & talked in 
gibbensh and the audience laughed and laughed At 8 45 I was pushed through the 
curtains Charming spectacle of chandeliers and tiers of h h s Read for an hour 
Bowed Hornble Huns clapped I retired behind curtain expecting to be greeted, 
thanked & congratulated Not a soul Sat down on the stage in Rex Whistler opera 
setting Sat till 10 Then two proletarian Huns in overalls came& began turning out 
the lights So I went to my hotel which wasn’t far and was beetling across the hall to 
Walterspiel when a horrible hun seized me & said ‘No No You are expected this 
way’ Was led into a dingy parlour where sat in a monoglot circle 10 h hs and consul 
After a long time m which they talked gibberish and no refreshment appeared I said 
to consul ‘What about my dinner ‘Oh, haven’t you had it ? Everyone dines early in 
Munich’ Then he consulted in gibberish with chief Hun and said ‘You can get 
nothing hot in this part of the hotel’ ‘Then tell him to get something cold’ More 
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gibbensh ‘What do you want cold^’ ‘Oh anything - some consomme, a salmon 
trout, duck and a peach’ More gibbensh ‘He says you cannot get those things in 
this part of the hotel’ ‘Then for Christ’s sake bnng whatever I can get’ ‘Would you 
like something to dnnk too ‘Yes ’ ‘What’ In despajr ‘Beer So after a long pause a 
claret glass of lager was brought Also a tin tray with two pieces of black bread 
covered with some sort of bloater This was put, not before me, but on a little table 
by rvv’o female Huns who eagerly devoured it Consul said ‘You see these are middle 
class people’ So I went up to my room w'here I found I had been robbed of 
my absence 

The Herberts have been a great bore dunng Bron’s lying in Luckilj they have 
been distracted first by Ivo de Vesci’s death, then by the engagement of Anne 
Gi;ant^ to an elderly & penniless bachelor of good family 

Douglas & Mia Woodruff came last Saturday Mia slept till Monday oug as 
gave me much information about Knox which I have since proved to be false 

Lov e from 
Evelyn 

■ Ann Fleming had wntten ‘a nymphet with a lap dog’s tail between her legs shocted me more , o 
exhibition in Mumch 

^Anne Grant mamed Ian Fraser (1923- ), ch a irm an of Rolls Royce Motors smee 1971 


To Auberon Waugh Co*"^" 

13 October 1958 

Dear Auberon Alexander 

The man who calls on you purporting to be my brother Alec is p am y an 
impostor Your true uncle does not know your whereabouts & supposes you to e 
here convalescent - as witness this card which came with a v olume of his descnbing 
the more obvious & picturesque features of the West Indies Did your visuor o er 
any identification other than baldness - not an uncommon phenomenon" Had he a 
voice like your half great uncle George' Did he wear a little silk scarf round his 
neck' Was he upsy' These are the tests 

Your sister Harriet tells me y ou are to be operated on this w eek — the pon erous & 
mtneate machinery' of Sir Clement’s' mind having at last come to movement 1 
hope you enjoy the anaesthetic and that your awakening is not too disagre^ e 
Your mother told the Jesuits that you were to be operated on last week and they all 
prayed hard I daresay God can postpone the effects He must anyway be awfully 
bored at the moment with all the prayers for Pius xii who is already sitting pretty 
Much better to pray for Chips Channon whose case is more precarious - 

Your aunt Gabriel is obsessed by the need to lend you a relic of the true cross 
Contrary to all experience she thinks it safer to send it by hand of Herbert than by 
post 

Your sister Margaret had a sharp attack of alcoholic poisoning, as the 
Consequence of having been put in eharge of the wine last week-end 
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I resolutely deny myself butter potatoes bread etc and am shrinking in girth in a 
most encouraging way My life otherwise is without interest 

If you would like your uncle Alec’s treatise on the West Indies tell your mama 
and I will send it 

The Monks of Pnnknash have started a risal Ronald Knox Memorial I am 
having pleasure in supplying them with the names of those who ha\e shirked 
subscribing to ours - Ladies Eldon, Hylton, Hardwickc etc ^ 

Would you like an absolutely gruesome novel about people dying of senility '"‘It 
might lighten the weight of your own sufferings to think what far worse things are in 
store 50 years ahead 

The proletarian major* at the gates has paid his rent in ad\ance and has so far 
caused no trouble 

Mr Giggins* broods about your condition perpetually 

Yours affec 
E W 

' Sir Clement Price Thomas, the surgeon 

*Both Pope Pius XII and Sir Henry Channon had died the wecl before 

> Knox left his books to the Benedictine Abbey of Pnnknash which needed money to create a special 
Knox Library ‘Ours’ was the bust by Arthur Pollen which is in Trinity College, Oxford 

* Memento Mon by Munel Spark 

* Major Austin 

^The gardener 


TO Lady Acton Combe Florey House 

All Souls [2 November] 1958 

Dearest Daphne, 

This wont reach you in time for your birthday I am afraid Sorry I meant to send 
a high brow book too Can’t find one high enough There is a gruesome no\ el out in 
which all the characters are over 80 Very clever The book I mean not the ancient 
characters Shall I send that’ I sent Ronnie’s last book Literary Distractions round 
by sea That wont reach you much before Chnstmas I expect With it I sent 
theological matter and gossip for Mrs Rous about her new sister in law' The 
wedding has left me very shaken With your large hospitable heart you will not be 
able to conceive the suffering I endure when there are people staying here - 
particularly young people The ceremony was all right but Ian Frasers chum Fr 
Hollmgs^ preached the most spina! sermon I ever heard He was deeply resented 
by all. Catholic and Protestant alike I soaked gin in the hope of keeping in a good 
temper and instead got in an awfully bad temper Then I went to London & saw 
your headmistress from Aldenham who gave me a photograph of you & Lady Baden 
Powell Not as good as the one of us with the gorilla I had the Macaskie twins* out 
to dinner with their husbands Claudia is much the prettier but Nicola has the 
prettier husband 1 loved all four I also saw David Stirling who says he is going to 
introduce Telexision into Rhodesia I hope vou’ll stop that I base a crush on the 
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new Pope A most trustw orthy looking man and good for -25 years placid inactivity ■* 
Someone called Da\ enport ^ saj s he w as a chum of > ours True' 

I do hope you ha\ e a joll> birthdaj I suppose it is spring in vour garden 

Lo%e 

E\el}n 

Did you get mj % ersion of your \ ersion of Ronald’s version of his Confirmation and 
Fr Caraman’s comments' 

I ha\e just had a letter from Fr Martindale telling a damaging anecdote about 
Ronald which is m fact a garbled account of something that happened to me 

I am getting the histonan’s sceptiasm of‘contemporarj sources - not, I hasten 
to say, yours 

I saj praj a bit for my son He thn\ed while his name was in the papers & people 
praved Now the> have forgotten and he is going downhill a bit 

Lot e to Ticky^&you all 
Et elyn 

' Anne Grant’s husband is the brother of Mrs Peter Rous 

^Father Michael HoUings, Chaplain of Westminster Cathedral 1954 "^ 

^ Claudia de Lotbiniere and Nicola Roberts 
^ John xxiii, who died fi\e years later 
* John Da\ enport Literary journalist 

*’Jdl (Ticlky) Acton (1947- ) Her daughter Married Nicholas Lampert 


To John Donaldson Combe Florey House 

[18 Notember 1958] 

Postcard 

Laura says she ‘half invited’ you& Frankie for Monday night next. Not 24th May I 
wholly invite you^ Lolita ^ I only remember the smut The Yankee edition is full of 
tery high-brow allusions It set me wondenng whether there was a modem 
counterpart of Bowdler (who excised smut from wor]^ of literary merit) whose 
office IS to introduce ‘literary merit’ into smut If m your corrupt Court circles you 
know anyone who has a copy of the Pans edition, do get it for me It may be a mare’s 
nest but if I have hit on a truth it will be jolly funny ^ 

* Vladimir Nabokov 
^ It was a marc's nest 


To Lady Acton 
[1958] 

Dearest Daphne 

1 say, what a photograph' I have been telling my family how pretty you all are& 
now you send them this very disillusioning group Not like human beings at all But 
thank you for the kind thought 
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If you’re going to be at home m March I could easily diop in, 1 think, for a night 
28 years ago I tra\elled by lakeSd ii\ei & tiain from Nairobi to the Cape through 
the Congo It was awfully boring and uncomfortable It might be interesting to see 
how communications ha\e deteiioiated since then, but anyhow M’bcbi seems on 
the loute more or less 

I want, please, to dedicate my book on Ronnie to you & Katharine Asquith 
She says she doesn’t mind Do you"’ 

Last Sunday the Express newspaper said that John [Lord Acton] had broken a 
herd of wild elephants to the plough I didn’t believe it 

Lose to you all 
E\elyn 

Another Downside boy - head-boy twehe years ago - went to prison today for ‘false 
pietences’ 

* Ronald Knox is dedicated ‘to Kathanne Asquith and Daphne Acton’ 


To Lord Kinross Combe Florey House 

31 December 1958 

Dear Patrick 

I hope you have a rollicking Hogmanay 

The ma)or humiliations suffered by Yorke after your luncheon do not directly 
involve Dame Rose [Macaulay] She, you may remember, was without water at her 
flat Yorke claimed intimate acquaintance with a dignitary' called ‘Stop Cock’ or 
‘Turn Cock’ whom we pursued through a number of fire stations at each of which 
Yorke’s efforts to pass himself off as a proietanan met ludicrous rebuffs Yorke then 
revened from fireman to engineer & said he would mend Dame Rose’s cistern 
himself (He had been telling some pretty tall stories of his intrepidity on roofs 
dunng the ‘blitz’ ) When we got to Dame Rose’s flat we found the cistern was on the 
roof approached by a rather steep iron ladder Dame R shinned up it like a monkey 
Yorke trembled below Only my taunts made him climb He got to the top, panting 
& groaning, clung to the tank for a few moments then came down He had some sort 
of spasm, seizure or collapse at the foot 

All the obituaries of Dame R which I read (including Betjeman’s) spoke of her as 
a Cambridge girl She was in fact at Somen-ille, Oxford 1 They also spoke of her 
piety She was, I think, quite devoid of the gift of faith 
Off to East Africa soon God knows why 


Yours ever 
Evelyn 

' She was at SomcrMllc College, Oxford, but h«;r father leaured at Cambridge from 1905 
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To Laura Waugh 
4 March [1959] 


Tanga, 
Tanganjika * 


Darling, 

It IS onlj 5 \\ecks toda\ that I said goodbjc It seems much longer I am a \ery 
different creature - all melancholia gone In 5 sveeks & three days we meet again 
This IS the last letter I shall be able to write for a week as I return to the coast 
tomorrow where it is too hot to mo\e a pen I am on a motor tour with Jack s 
[Donaldson] jolly sapper friend and an aged brigadier They go from gosemment 
post to post inter\iewing worried officials I go sight Seeing There are not many 
sights to see except giraffes fit ostriches St blackamoors & w orricd officials I spent one 
day with the iMasai They are a people who like the whisker are mad about cows 
tobacco & south african sherry Unlike W they paint themselses with ochre & spend 
all day doing their hair& bedizening thcmsches They all carry speaisSc shie s& 
clubs & li\e m mud bird-nests and arc only waiting for the declaration o 
independence to massacre their neighbours They had a losely rime during t e au 
Mau rising They were enlisted& told to bring in all the Kikuyus’ arms& back they 
proudly came with baskets of sesered limbs Yesterday I spent with the ^ ^ 

neighbours they particularly want to massacre as they are rich & cisiize 0 
ci\ ilized indeed that a coon came out to greet me - belies e it or not - carry ing^^opy 
of Stopp’s magnum opus- I dined with the paramount chief, who sai , ^ 

dress Come in your tatters & rags’ He was born in a mud hut but has a lan new 
'ilia with fi\e las atones, all of which he showed me Also an extensise collection ot 
neck-ties in a specially constructed cabinet, six svireless sets and many ott ^ 0 
spirits and an album of sousenirs of the English coronation He was sery jolly - 
much more hsely than Ann Grant’s Basuto^ , . j r 11 

Tonight we are stopping in the hills in a little German hotel at t e ea ® 

oser a svaterfall It is coolish & sery pretty I wish you svere here rat er rea 
returning to the heat of the coast This time next week I go to the Southern hil s& 
take an aeroplane from a place called M’Beya to Salisbury to the Actons ear 
the Rhodesians will be in a state of great oser excitement about politics and t e 
rising m Nyasaland Who should I meet in Dar es Salaam but the young lady w o 
used to live at Bencombe & marned & then left Sir Somebody Stamer bhe is 

married to someone else now, pretty & jolly , u u 

Please tell Bron hosv elated I am to hear of his progress I svon er w et ur yo 
Will be at Teresa’s 21st birthday party & svhether Meg will be there gnese ^ ° ^ 
your condition of health Would it be fun for you to go straight to Brighton with 
Bron when he comes out of hospital'' 

I am having great difficulties in getting anything to smoke Everyone as a pipe 
here The Brigadier smokes one under the shower-bath 

All lose 
E 


’ Waugh was in Africa from the end of January to the beginning of April 

^^clyn Waugh Portrait oj an Artist , ju u i r 

'Constantine Bcrcng (1938- ) King Moshocshoc of Lesotho since 1966 He had been at school at 

AraplefonhandstajedatPixton ^ t 

’SleJlaBinnie was marned to Sir Anthony Stamer',948-53 and they InednearStinchcombe. In 1953 
she married Charles M Barrow who was attached to the emigration department in Dar-es-Salaam 
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To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

21 April 1959 

My Dear Ann 

I returned home ten days ago greatly reju\ enated and has e spent most of the time 
answering letters, correcting proofs and unveiling statuarj I was not at all 
massacred in Africa The report in the newspapers about cars being stoned arose 
from the Public Works Department in Rhodesia making a traflle check A black' 
man was found with a basket full of stones at the side of the road and, asked what 
they were for, said Tor cars, sir’ He couldn’t count so had been told to pul a stone 
into his basket for every car that passed 

Thank you for reminding me of Debo’s plight Those Devonshires don’t get 
enough to eat I must send them a leg of pork * 

Thank ypu, too, foi asking me to treats I have set the builders at work again here 
so cant afifoid to come to London - unless they make so much noise & dust that I 
have to leave Even then it would not be for [Lucian] Freud & Harling- and your 
socialist friends 

Margaret has grown rather plain m my absence Her nose has coarsened She eats 
& drinks too much She looks rather like Sii Ronald Graham^ now Bron has made a 
remarkable recovery - hardly an invalid at all ' 

The captam of the Pendenms Castle said ‘It’s a funny thing - this is the first 
voyage I’ve had without a passenger going mad Coming out I had two stewards 
sitting on a man all the way to stop him going overboard’ 

I went to a great feast at Trinity, Oxford, on Saturday Delicious wines *My deaf 
ear was given to a Jew called Wind^ whose lectures are so popular that he gn es them 
each twice in the [Playhouse] theatre My good ear was vexed by an awful bore called 
Sir Somebody Luke* I slept in college & had quite forgotten the horror of Oxford 
bed rooms 

Meg Dalhousie has become much grander since last year When she leaves the 
dining room now she stands in the doorway with all the ladies round her and then 
they all curtsey together to Simon like altar boys 

If you read the next number of The Tablet you will see the report of a speech of 
mine* which made Tommy Lascelles blub 

I was asked to dinner by the Paramount Chief of the Chagga tribe He said 
‘Don’t dress Come m your tatters and rags’ It is sad to see the bohemian fashions 
of Victona Square spreading to central Africa 
Read AUmento Alori by Muriel Spark 

Perhaps Debo has no one to cook a joint for her I had better send bananas, which 
are very sustaining 

I take Margaret sight seeing m Oxford on 30th and 31st of May Why don’t you 
go& staj with Maurice Bowra then^ 


Evei yours affec 
Evelyn 

' Ann Fleming had wniten I had a letter from Debo saying you had gone mad again, apparently she 
was rcccising honey and cauliflowers from sanous African ports ’ 

-Robert Harling Typographer and noselist Editor of Houie and Garden i,mcc 1957 
■* Sir Ronald Graham (1870-1949) Ambassador in Rome m 1921 He had a red face 
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‘Professor Edgar Wind (1900-71) Lectured on the hisiorj of art 

^Sir Harry LuLef 1884-1969) Trascller and author ^ 

‘‘The Quintessence of Oxford’, Waugh’s address at the unseihng of Arthur Pollen’s bust of Ronald 
Knox. 


To Lady Acton C!ombe Florey House 

22 Apnl 1959 

Dearest Daphne 

It was jolly decent of you to send me those letters of thanks for the ball and it was 
jollj decent of Cathenne to wnte too 

I had a \ cry dull voyage home I was the youngest & prettiest first class passenger 
No pnest on board A Godless Easter for the first time since I became a Catholic 
Since I got home I have acquired a rosary and I peg away No result 
The unveiling of Ronald’s bust at Trinity last Saturday went all nght Lots of his 
Iriends came from great distances and the portrait was acclaimed a good likeness I 
don’t like it in bronze nearly as much as in terra cotta I told the President how lucky 
hcAvas to be^getting a promising scholar like Richard* He said Yes, I hope very 
much he gets in’ Not an absolutely satisfactory answer But he (President) is a very 
well disposed man The dons are awfully above themselves nowadays with so many 
people clamouring for admittance 

Soon I will send you a photograph of Bron to w het Jill’s appetite He is hardly ^ 
invalid at all now Did you know Sir Ronald Graham ? Margaret is growing just like 
him I think it must be the drink 

The Woodruffs, having refused to subscribe to Ronald s memorial an aving 
done their utmost to prevent others doing so, had the effrontery to turn up on 
Saturday Also mean Lady Hylton Katharine [Asquith] was there — very spry 
I sent you Ronald’s Priestly Ltfe^ last week It is having a brisk sale to people 
who think It is the biography of J B Priestley 

Lady Peck has moved to a nursing home There will be no killing her t ere or 
years so I have sent her the proofs of masterpiece I dread her reply ^ 

It IS very difficult explaining to your English admirers why you are building a 
swimming-pool before a church u j a 

Fr Caraman is taking all the work of editing Ronald s sermons off my an an is 
smoothing down all the publishers I have offended and is domg wonders 

Laurence Eyres found so many mistakes in masterpiece that the publishers are in 
despair 

Isn’t this clever of Speaight ? ^ Love to you all 

Evelyn 

A young lady near here named Stukely * says she spent the winter with you Was she 
at the balP 

'Richird Acton (1941- ) Lady Acton’s eldest son A banker and later a hamster 

j^nald Knox, The Prteuly Life A Retreat, 1959 
It was enthusiastic 

‘^ben Speaight, A Modem Vtrgihan, 1959 

Sniclcy (1940- ) Mamed m 1961 David Lytton-Cobbold 
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To Lady Mary Lygon G)mbe Florey House 

Labour Day [i May] 1959 

Darling Blondie 

Please do not be too proud to accept a little Easter present from me with my deep 
love 

I am very sad to hear you are sad Loss of faith is the saddest thing that can 
happen to one Do you positively disbelieve m the Christian revelation - I mean 
think the gospels are false - or are you simply in the mood when it doesn’t seem to 
matter whether they are true or false ^ 

Do you think that perhaps the religion taught you by the Rev Drunken Jones was 
all right for a pretty little girl but not enough for an adult woman ^ If that’s the case, 
as seems likely, would you let me introduce you to a real beast* who would dispel 
your clouds^ I think Anglicanism gets a lot of English people to heaven as long as 
they don’t put too much strain on it But a time comes for others when they need 
something stronger & deeper 

I think you don’t like travel much, but if you ever thought of paying us a visit it 
would be a great )oy to one & all 

All love 
Bo 

’ Priest, in their pnvate language 


To Lady Mary Lygon Combe Florey House 

Monday before Ascension [4 May 1959] 

Darling Blondy 

Holidays** From what** What is it that you do with this blind doctor** 
Quelquechose aussi** 

Listen. There is a beast in your neighbourhood who was a friend - well anyway 
an acquaintance - of Hughie’s at Oxford, a Spanish beast called Alfonso de Zulueta 
(of highly respectable family, dear Lady Mary-) Would you like to meet him** Or I 
can offer a very clet er Jesuit who says he is French but is really I think a Turk, called 
Fr Caraman of 114 Mount Street Or would you like a simple English gentleman ** I 
can supply that too Or a hell-fire Inshman** I believe that everyone once m his (or 
her) life has the moment when he is open to Divine Grace Its there, of course, for 
the asking all the time, but human Ines are so planned that usually there’s a 
particular time - sometimes, like Hubert, on his death bed - when all resistance is 
dow n and Grace can come flooding m I don’t know, darling Blondy, whether that is 
tour condition now, but if it is, it’s not a thing to dilly-dally about 

If you aren’t troubled by intellectual doubts-Dead Sea Scrolls and all that balls 
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— I think. It IS just jour soul opening up to God I’d awfully like to pimp for you in 
that affair 


Did jou read Ladj Curzon’s untruthful memoirs' * I found them in a ship the other 
daj She plainlj accuses Alfreds me of buggerj After a long list of Hubert’s joung 
ladies she sajs ‘Alfred preferred bachelors - GaMn Henderson*, Robert Byron, 
E\eljn Waugh’ 


All love 
Bo 


‘ The Marchioness Curzon of Kedleston, Remimicences, 1955 

-Gavin Henderson (1902-1979) In 1927 on the eve of his mamage he tool eight two-gallon tins of 
petrol and litetall) set the Thames on fire Succeeded as Baron Fanngdon in 1934. 


To Nancy Mitford Combe Florey House 

19 May 1959 

Darling Nancy , , 

This IS a fan letter I’ve just re-read Voltatre in Lote and must tell vou ow muc 
admire it I enjoyed it hugely at the first reading but I didn t appreciate it ou write 
so deceptively fnvolouslj' that one races on chuckling from page to 
noucing the solid structure Perhaps because I’ve just finished wnting a biography 
myself (an easy one, with all sources accessible — personal knowledge of the su ject 
I can now realize what an achiev ement of research, selection & arrangement you 
apparently effortlessly performed It is a masterly book 

You wouldnt have enjoyed my African tour at all I covered miles o eature ess 
country and met thousands of featureless people and ate drab food ut it was a 
blank two months and just what I needed to invigorate me n t. 

Did you see Boots’s very discreditable review of Honks ^ The boo y ca^ t ose 
adventurous & wildly unconventional men, Maurice Banng& Belloc, tame ^ t e 
exquisitely candid Conrad Russell ‘Pawky’ Someone must have been uckhng his 
class consciousness again ,, , 

But I am wandering from the piomt, which is to say Hurrah or 0 taire in 
What’s next^ 

Love 

Evelyn 


Andrew Devonshire in his cups called me a sponger It rankles 

' The Ugh! of Common Day by Ehana Cooper, 1959 . of autobi^phy, was 

reviewed bj Cynl Connolly in The Sunday Times He found it ‘less of a book and more of a scrapbook 
lhan the first ’ 


I 
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To Graham Greene G)mbc I lore) Huu-x. 

29 June 1959 

Dear Graham 

\I} guess IS that the Lord Chamberlain took umbrage at the’ phallic joke seith the 
cigar 1 can’t find anj indecent adjectnes 

What acle\er play ‘ it is I base read \Mth great delight the high praise it has won 
in all the papers 1 read and 1 hope \er) much to get to I ondon to sec it Reading it 1 
am dazzled at the clcserness 1 congratulate you with all my hc’art 6< thank you lor 
sending me a copy I hoped by now to hate sent you a cop\ of mv hfe ot Knox but 
the binders have struck to show their sympathy with the manufacturers of printers 
ink or some such nonsense But I don’t think you thought as highly of Ronald as I 
did 

On the rare occasions I go to London I always ask for you and am always told you 
arc faraway I am always here and it would be a great treat to see you if sou eser felt 
the need to hide 

Just read with fascination the life of Edward Johnston* 

Are you sure Clive shot himselP^ 1 always thought it was the razor I looked in 
DNB but It just says ‘died by his ow n hand’ That’s the kind of ambiguity 1 hate 

Love from 
Evelyn 

* Graham Greene’s The Complaisant Loier Ralph Richardson (lounshed an exploding cigar, but wiih 
no phallic reference 

^Priscilla Johnsion, fi/wan/yuAnriort, 1950 Johnston (1873-1944) was an eminent calligrapher He 
had shown Waugh, aged fourteen, how" to cut a turkey-quill into a chisel-pointed pen 

^Michael Edwardcs in Clite The Hemen-born General 1977 asserts that he stabbed himself with a 
penknife in a lavatory in Berkeley Square 


To Nancy Mitford Combe Florey House 

29 June 1959 

Darling Nancy 

Is it persecution mania or was your interview m the Daily Express^ deliberately 
aimed at me, to make me gobble like a turkey with baffled rage ^ That was certainly 
the effect I had to loosen my collar & lie in a darkened room for an hour after 
reading it 

Where is your new house’ Burgundy or still in Pans? It is very invigorating, I 
found, to move in middle age — also crippling in expense 

I hoped by now to have sent you a copy of my Knox but the soaalists have 
made a strike against the literary world 

Boots bought smut from Corporal Hill They have had trouble before with smut 
buyers who refuse to pay because they know the Corporal daren’t sue I said Boots 
was much more frightened of the police than they were, and I am nght Boots has 
coughed up 
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Deka’s (’) Dekka’s (’) Decker’s autobiography ^ will just be soaalist propaganda 
No spicey bits about you & Honks, I bet 

She [Lady Diana Cooper] had a great crush at Hatchard’s bookshop when she sat 
there to sign copies Devonshire took six but none of her buggers turned up 

No, I didn’t think Lolita any good except as smut As that it was highly exciting to 
me 

Tell me about your new house^ and your summer (any chance of your cormng 
here) and your winter Jan & Feb loom up We shouldn t quarrel you know 1 we 
were together * Where will you be ’ 


Love from 
Evelyn 


' Litttled ‘Your morals, mono) and men’ 

^Jessica Mitford, Hons (£ Rebels, i960 

’Nancy Linford wanted a house in Versailles and did mo\c there in 1967 
* She had said they uould quarrel if they went to China together 


To John McDougall Combe Florey House 

8 July 1959 


Decent of Hatchards to make Knox book of the month I thm ow w y 
I was rather tight & very jolly when Diana was sigmng there but not so tig a 
didn’t notice that 80% of the copies signed were presented to her y s op-gir s no 

by individual customers Moreover some of these copies were on ^le 

other shops eg Rees ’ Diana has better looks & better manners than 1 Wtiataoyo 

estimate the sale would be if I exposed myselP Would they gi^rant^ 250 
How would It do if I did the signing m comfort & pnvacy in Essex btreet no 
would our former friends in Curzon Street^ take this defection? I think we sho 
consider such thmgs before acceptmg But I want to do all I can to evia y 
losses on this book * 

Let us cadge from a college when we go up Sparrow^ 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 


There is ambiguity here I mean because I was jolly that day they think I am jolly 
every day I was shameless in accosting strangers & drawing them up to the table tor 
Diana’s book Wouldn’t for my own 
* Hugh Rccs Limited. 

^The oflBccs of Chapman and HalL 
Heywood Hill’s bookshop 
Waugh did not sign copies at Hatchard’s 
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To Anne Fremantle Cumbc I lorty i louse 

14th July to Hell with the Resolution 1959 


Dear Anne 

Do you know, or can you discoser Irom vour discrsc Mjurccs of information, 
anything about a fellow countryman of yours named John d’Armes, D’Armes, 
Darmes, a Rhodes scholar from Pnneeton now in his last year at Oxford' I lis father, 
I understand, has academic connexions and is employed by the RiKkeftllcr 
Foundation whatever that may be, not, 1 hope, connected ssiih that building near St 
Patrick’s Cathedral Any information you can supply about his antecedents & 
present position would greatly interest me My eldest daughter expresses a 
romantic interest in him ' 


Love to Kathie Cowles 


Yours ever 
Evelyn Waugh 


‘Teresa met John D’Arms (1934- ) as a student in Oxford He became a professor of Latin and 

Greek at the Unisersity of Michigan and since 1977 has been the director of the Amcncan School of 
Archaeology in Rome 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

28 July [1959] 

My Dear Ann, 

Thank you very much for your letter It is very agreeable to have the duty of 
answering it instead of writing about my days in Africa - a work of ineffable tedium 
and tnviahty 

I am sorry Thundcrbird^ has left the Sunday Times As long as his fastidious 
mind brooded over its pages I felt that the spmt of Edmund Gosse was still with it 
Now there will only be the Observer and that has become purely a black man’s 
paper How painfully slangy the Devlin report^ was Judicial summings up used to 
be models of English prose De Quincey, by the way, says that the custodians of 
good prose are well-born spinsters who forego marriage rather than pollute their 
blood with plebeian strains and console themselves for the loss of family life by 
writing letters to men of culture Tell Fionn 

Did you observe that at Eckington (next village to Renishaw) natural, explosive 
gas was bursting through the stones of Pinfold Street? 1 speak literally It was 
reported in yesterday’s paper 

Even if I had (which I had not) filled the Devonshire pot before dinner Debo’s 
housewifery is condemned An old fashioned, well trained housemaid empties pots 
when she turns down the beds 

I hope this Canadian 3 (why did you want to meet him?) will not sack poor 
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Connolly, dreary as he has been lately I am sure he is not a Trades Uniomst 
What honourable moave can you have for lunching on television? 
[incomplete] 

' Ian Fleming. 

^Patnek Dc\lm (1905- ) Jusuce of the High Court 194S-60, hfe pe«r 1961, had chaired a 
comnuttce which recommended the formation of the Central African Federation 

^Roy Thomson (1894-1977) Created Baron Thomson of Fleet 1964 The Thomson organization 

bought The Times vtd the Sunday Times 


John Montgomery Combe Florey House 

29 July 1959 

Postcard 

As you know better than I, most film projects come to nothing I should think the 
Amencans would make an absolutely awfiil film of Men at Arms Sc Officers 
Gentlemen but I should not want to co operate with them or censor them provi e 
they paid enough One stipulation - no use of my name in pubhaty until the money 
IS actually paid We have had trouble with that before 

E W 


To John McDougalL Combe Florey House 

[1959] 

Postcard 


Yes, of course, I will sign copies for Hejrwood Hill I say I have been thin^ g 
David Cuthbert has kicked the bucket You say his widow has some tami y 
materials about Holman Hunt I bet she can’t wnte I should awfully like to \mte a 
full biography of Hunt if important information not in his autobiography is available 
Could we do a deal with her? ^ 


E 


' She uwi the matcnal herself and published under her maiden name Diana Hol^ Hunt My 
Grandmothers and /, i960, which enjoyed great success and was admired by her cousm Waugb 


To Auberon Waugh Combe Florey House 

26 August 1959 

Dear Bron 

I enclose a catechism Your grandmother (on Hamet s authonty, I thmk) has 
^uld the monks of Downside that you are composing a diatnbe against them 1 am 
confident you are incapable of ingratitude to these patient and magnanimous men 
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Pray bear in mind that until you are 21 you cannot legally publish a book without 
my consent as you are incapable as a minor of signing a contract I do not antiapate 
having to withhold an imprimatur Your best course, I think, will be ta ha\ c it typed 
and send it to Peters asking him to find a publisher without disclosing your name' 
It will be more gratifying to have it accepted on its own merits than on my or my 
brother’s notoriety As soon as it is accepted you can claim it & publish under your 
name 

The best restaurant in Genoa is named Pichen 

Youraffec papa 
E Waugh 

‘ Auberon Waugh did nothing with the manusenpt until after he was concussed in a car acadent the 
following year Then he reread it, had it typed and sent to John MacDougall, who published it The 
Foxglove Saga, i960 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

2 September 1959 

Dear Ann 

My heart bleeds for you on your Mr Footer holiday but I rejoice to hear you have 
found a house ' There are few pleasures to touch those of embellishing a building 
and I am delighted that the grubby banknotes of pornography should be so 
transformed Have you any idea of the cost of building these days Five plain stone 
steps have cost me £200 Simple balustrading is now £20 a yard You are one of the 
very few women I have met who have positive good taste in visual things When a 
woman has taste it is quite different from a man’s and still more from a bugger’s I 
am sure you will make something fine Given £10,000 or £15,000 I could do much 
here, but my children devour my substance and I have to content myself with 
tinkering There is pleasant country round Fanngdon and the sort of neighbours 
whom you entertain in Victoria Square, so I am sure you will be happy Perhaps you 
will hunt with Heber-Percy^ Gavin Henderson^ will be most sympathetic 
politically Betjeman, I am told, is seldom at home 

The summer here is entirely delicious I stand at the window at 3 30 before my 
second swig of paraldehyde and snuff the air & thank God I am in England 
Margaret has procured two adhesive glass discs which she applies to her eye-balls 
instead of giglamps They give her a mournful but appealing expression 

I think I told you of my temble losses of peacocks I now have a grey budgengar, 
very delicately marked with four black spots on his white beard and a nose like a 
pugilist’s quite flat on his face 

Fionn’s low tastes are distressing What I fear for her is that she will marry a 
proletarian and in two years become a howling snob I have seen it happen before 
It IS the season when American tourists persecute me They have fallen m 
numbers with my fall from fame but there are still too many of them - pnests 
mostly In retaliation I am sending Teresa to Boston for the autumn She got a 
second like all girls 
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You would not, I think, be interested to hear of my social life with my 
neighbours You wiU not, I am sure, be interested m my treatise on East Africa 
Knox will reach you on 8th October 

I knew a Rouge Dragon Pursuivant once"* Then he was promoted Somerset 
Herald and now when he tells anyone what he is they think he is correspondent 0 a 
provincial newspaper All heralds stammer Your chum will not nse a ote 

pursuivant if he has the full use of his tongue 
You will be wise to keep the billiard-room for old Caspar s friends You mig t use 
the ball room for Fiorm Brmg her out again under a new name and give her a secon 
chance in life 

Yours ever affec 
E W 


‘ Sevenhampton Manoc, near Swindon 

'Robert Heber-Pcrcy (iQii- ) Inherited Fanngdon House from Lord Berners 

'Gann Henderson (Lord Fanngdon) was a socialist, which Ann Fleming was not 
' Michael Trappes-Lomax 


To THE Editor of The Times Buckingham Street, 

17 September [1959] 

y SOCIAL DISTINCTIONS 

Sir, - Your reviewer of Miss Compton-Bumett s new novel describe 
characters as ‘upper-middle-class ’ They are in fact large landowners, baronets, 
inhabiting the ancient seat that has been theirs for centuries At this season w e 
are celebrating the quinquennial recrudescence of the class war, is it not esira 
be more accurate in drawing social distinctions^ 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 
EVELYN WAUGH 

' A Hoiat and its Head 


To Margaret Waugh 
2 October 1959 

Sweet Pig, ^ 

1 enclose my election address I think it is funny to hold up 

‘ ^cmillan’s great folly instead of Suez or Cyprus or Hola like al t eot ere 

You wrote a very ignoble letter to your brother Auberon but since it was n 
addressed lo me I will not tell you how much I despise you for >our discontent selt- 
Pit> detraction of others etc etc „ \\r „,i 

Smuts was a South Afncan general who fought against us in the Boer War a 
»bcn became a friend and as long as he was alive stopped the Boers being so beastl> 
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He came to stay in the Hyde Park Hotel during the war and I had his room after he 
left and when I picked up the telephone and ordered breakfast I found I was 
speaking on a private line to the War Cabinet Office 

We have been greatly puzzled by the behaviour of Fr Walsh He was due to come 
on Monday That morning we got a telegram from Munich saying ‘Arrival delayed 
will wnte from Rome’ Yesterday we got a telegram from Vienna saying ‘Regret 
delay amving Birmingham 2nd’ (today) I think he must find the complexities of 
European travel too much for him Horn did he get to Vienna if he was on the way to 
Rome^ 

Lord Hylton came to present Combe Florey with its beauty prize Bron & Teresa 
went to the ceremony in the village hall He chucked her under the chin and said 
^ ‘What are you doing here, you naughty little thing Then he went to Bishops 
Lydeard & returned here & said ‘ I never eat anything’ and ate a whole cold chicken 
pie at 9 o’clock He tells me that what we have built at the front door is known as a 
PERRON and that no gentleman’s house is complete without one and that Claud 
RusselH would not go to Ammerdown^ because there was no perron there 

If you dnve here alone from Oxford you are not to give lifts to hitch-hikers 
because they might turn out to be sexual maniacs & rape you 

There has been a great deal of telephoning Your mother & Bron go to tipple with 
Mrs Vernon tonight, to tea with Miss Batchelor* on Monday We have had to give 
back the comfortable car to your grandmother 

Now that pnest says he is coming here tomorrow & gives the time of the London 
tram not the Birmingham train Holy, but soft on the crumpet 

I go to London on Tuesday to send you a copy of Knox Also to lunch with Mrs 
Fleming, dine with Maimie Lygon and lunch with MacDougall Not much work on 
my dull African book you will say and you will be right 

Teresa has gone to Tresham* She hates her home Billy Hylton was very 
flirtatious with her - like Mr Hale and you How convenient it would be if Per [Lady 
Hylton] fell down dead & she married him instead of her yank She has asked her 
only respectable friend to stay to impress us - called Miss Rimmington® - but Miss 
Rimmington won’t answer 

They are scratching paint off the stone of the doorway and it looks very Itahan 
By they I mean Clifford^ & Manfredi® Stansells’ men have run away leaving me 
sore at heart 

Did I tell you we went to luncheon at Dunster on Sunday? It was to meet a 
reformed socialist fellow of All Souls named Rowse® Also an aged man who said he 
was the grandfather of that girl at Ascot whom Teresa deserted at Oxford - what 
was her name? Her father died suddenly 

It may be you will meet respectable Rimmington when you come home — may be 
not 


All love 
Papa 

' As Prime Mimstw, Harold Macmillan had in 1957 appointed Hugh Trevor-Roper Regius Professor 
of Modem History The election for the Oxford Chancellorship was being contested. 
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^SirQaud Russell (1871-1959) Ambassador to Portugal 1931-5 
^The family house of Lord Hylton. 

* Miss Batchelor had lived at Combe Florey before the Waughs 


’ The Donaldsons’ house 

‘■QareRimmmgton, an Oxford friend n j u 't ^ 

^ Chfford Bracker vvas handyman at Combe Florey for about a year Everyone else called him 1 erry 

•Giovaimi Manfrcdi, butler, cowman and, occasionally, buddcr FIis wife Tina was t ecoo 

’ AL.Rowse(i903- ) Elizabethan historian 


To Graham Greene 
13 October 1959 
Postcard 

I thought your review of Knox^ jolly decent I knew you did not revere him 
you did I was never a ‘Shggente’ ^ 

E 

*FFufqu'h^(i863-i934) Modem historian Nicknamed Sliggcr Fellow of Balhol 1896-1934, a 

strong influence on generations of undergraduates 


To Lady Acton Combe Florey House 

20 October 1959 

Dearest Daphne ui k m 

The reviews have been jolly decent to me A few beasts, ^ beine 
Greene, have been beastly about Ronme It is selling h e warm ca , 

broadcast about Which reminds me ^n Amencan Oratonan rame to s a 

said he had seen a television film in his country purporting to s ow le 

With an actor acting Ronnie and an actress acting you, an twin gn ^ more 

reading his bible aloud to you & preaching to twins I can 11 in ° ^ , 

outrageous to Ronnie’s sense of decency Do you want me to punis mnv'of 

think, because they have used copyright material Would you li erne og 

the film to show to your blackamoors ^ It might be jolly funny nn pvillv 

My mother-in-law, like an ass, told the most evilly - no amn it ev ,. ^ 

was nght - disposed journalist Malcolm Muggendge that w 
Muggendge has written in the Neip Statesman that I was persua e o ^ 
name m order to secure electoral advantage for the Conseiwative ar > 

It lb nice for you that Jill is becoming a nun - sad for Bron ^ ^ ^ 

Oxford and says he is starving there His Logic tutor gassed himself fa > 
second tutorial so he is left without instruction He is fairly we orama 
many essential parts He had never been athletic so docsn ^ ' o.r„rd 

nttght Margaret (whom I miss) is being crammed for her scholarship in Ovford 
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Poor half baked Hatty ts back at Ascot, the boys at school, so Laura & I are alone for 
the first time for years and greatly enjoying it The other Daphne [Fielding] came to 
England last week and 1 was struck with a hangover without seeing her or drinking 
myself Just her presence is enough 

An absolutely ghastly vin d’honneur was given for Knox under the Old Palace, 
what used to be the wireless shop, now a bookshop It was black with clergymen and 
I was deafened & asphyxiated 

I am trying to wnte about my African jaunt It is hard going because I can 
only be funny when I am complaining about something and everyone was so decent 
to me Have you met a very jolly bounder called Rogers who has gone to Salisbury 
as agent of Tanganyika He was the Brummell of Dar es Salaam I think you are all 
too gentlemanly for him in Rhodesia 

Teresa has formed an attachment to a respectable but utterly dreary Amencan 
and has pursued him to Harvard Don’t miss her 

Love to you all 
Evelyn 

' Harold Macmillan had been tutored by Knox, who referred to htm in hts Spiritual Aerieid as ‘C’ 
Waugh followed this example Knox had left after Mrs Macmillan, a Nonconformist, had asked him not 
to mention religion to the boy and he had refused He was much upset Malcolm Muggendge suspected 
the identity of ‘C, then Pnme Minister, and surprised Mary Herbert with a direct question on the 
telephone 

* Michael Foster (1903-59) Though he'taught philosophy at Chnst Church he was not to tutor 
Auberon, who was therefore not left uninstructed 


To Sir Maurice Bowra Combe Florey House 

22 October 1959 

Dear Maunce 

The Chnstian Dictionary has just come What 3 source it is going to be! I have 
dipped into it and each time struck something valuable You could not have made 
me a more welcome present I do thank you 

It was most agreeable in Oxford last week Laura and I enjoyed dining with you 
enormously 

We went to see Ann’s house It is no beauty, nor yet an eyesore A typical English 
country house that has been buggered about for 350 years Rather large She talks of 

demolition I urge that it is almost as expensive to destroy as to build and that 
(except for carpets) large rooms are much cheaper to furnish well than small 
By the way I thought the Lodge at the Queen’s College as ungrammatical as Lord 
David [Cecil] himself 

The question you asked me about the identity of‘C m Knox has been answered 
in the newspapers by prize shit Muggendge, who bluffed the truth out of my aged 
moiher-in-Iaw 
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I say, when you have five minutes to spare could you be very kind and answer this 
question Suppose per impossibile that all the governing body of a college - not, o 
course, the Housed nor the new foundations like Keble and Hertford, but a 
mediaeval college like New College-were to be converted to Roman Cathohcism is 
there any legal impediment to their turning over the chapel to popish worship ^ 

Youverj kindl} promised me a copv oftheBetjeman-Princess Margaret poem 
hope )ou have not repented 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

* Chnsr Church urn 

^Oncof many unpublished scumlous\erscs which Bottra wTotc to amuse is nen 


To THE Editor of the Spectator io Buckingham Street, 

[Printed 24 October 1959] 

MR ‘c’ 

Sir, - It IS of the essence of Grub Street to impute base motives to reticence In 
‘London Diary’ \Ir Muggendge seeks to identify a minor character in my ijeo 
Ronald Knox w ith a major character in public life and suggests that I suppr^ 

name in order to further the electoral advantage of the Conservative arty ^ 

concerned either to gratify or titillate his curiosity The truth is ^ 

suppose) Mr Muggendge caaconceive I was guided solely by what e ev 
Ronald Knox’s wishes and by my own sense of hterary manners r je 

In his Spiritual Aeneid, wntten m 1917, Ronald Knox referre to two n , 
both then alive, as ‘B’ and ‘C, saying ‘Their names are no business rfanybody 
B has been dead for 41 years and I saw no objection to nanung him 
I have preserved his anonymity The decision was mine alone 

EVELYN WAUGH 


To Father Hubert van Zeller ^ ^ 

[November 1959] 

Postcard 


indeed ‘The Beerbohm of the Cloister’, ‘the Michelangelo of the Abbey 
Church’, ‘the Demosthenes of the Chapter House’ ‘the Francis Xavier of the 
^ iddle West' or whatever sobriquet you like 

T7 
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To John McDougall Combe Florey House 

[November 1959] 

Dear Jack 

I think this (rather jealous^) passage from a letter of Margaret’s may amuse you 
‘Mary MacDougal (sic) is already a sort of Zuleaka (sic) Dobson She wears black 
velvet dresses and pearls and comes into the room amid an awed silence with a regal 
wave and a “my people, my people” nod ’ * 

DONT PLEASE ANSWER 
Evelyn 

‘ Mary McDougall (1941- ) Daughter of John McDougall Marncd in 1976 Ian Dunlop 


To John McDougall Combe Florey House 

Postcard 

TOURIST IN AFRICA / / TOURIST’S DIARY / / DIARY OF A TOURIST IN AFRICA // 
AFRICAN DIARY // A TOURIST IN AFRICA // 

I think any of these titles would be better than 'Africa Revisited’ - Perhaps you 
will consult Spottiswoode Houston & Methuen ^ 

Bron has a cracked skull & he’s in the hospital at Winchester He wasn’t driving, 1 
am glad to say, but he’s much the worst hurt of the party 

E 

’ Tourist m Africa, i960 


To Joan Saunders Combe Florey House 

[Acknowledged 31 December 1959] 

Dear Mrs Saunders 

May I once more avail myself of your services ^ I am shortly starting another war 
novel ‘ I wish to open with the scene in London when ‘the Sword of Stalingrad’ was 
exhibited before being sent to Stalin at Yalta I have vague memories of the event 
(the exhibition) causing great enthusiasm, crowds queuing etc Could you provide 
an account taken from contemporary newspapers? The actual spectacle - dates, 
time, weather etc — is of first importance but I shall also welcome any comments, 
the more bizarre the better, by the public 8c public persons in speeches and letters to 
the papers 

Yours sincerely 
Evelyn Waugh 

The above is now my permanent address 
* Unconditional Surrender^ 1961 
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To Ann Fleming 

17 February i960 

Dear Ann * n i . r 

I hope this reaches you before \ou Ica\c I have only just got jour jo y e ter 
ha\ebeen having a npping time at the expense of the Daily Mail Three wee wit 
Laura, first in Venice which I have never seen in Januarj’ - exquisitely me anc o y, 
misty, emptj, silent, not an American in sight Far lov eher than in summer en to 

Monte Carlo, cool, sunny, again no janks but a full season of decent uropeans 

Esmond* met me twice a daj and ran like a rabbit He looks exact y i e 

Our Man in Havana - Boofj & Fiona^ in servitude Randolph turned up What are 

>ou doing here'Covenng the insurrection in Algiers 

He was very much on his best behaviour, Iccling I think the ^ ° 
authority six floors up Laura bought a book called The Pitfalls of am tng an 
How to Avoid Them and follow ed it w ith the result that every evening she made small 

sums of money which turned out to be‘New Francs and quite valua ^ 

had to go back to her cows I went on to Rome where no one talks o anyt inge p 

the film La Dolce Vita^ I don’t normally call at embassies but as I was going to 
luncheon with Gaston* I observed protocol &• vvrote my name in our am as 
book He entertained us b> singing love songs in Portuguese & 
hours, explaining first ‘This little song says “The moon loves t e stars, ^ 
love the earth, the earth loves the sun and I love you ’’ Tumpty tumpty turn 
Then 1 came home because the papers said there was to be a stn e Hnver 
want to end my days at Calais like Beau Brummell It wasn t ti trac , 
that I heard the strike was off So now I am continuing my tour to t , 

Margaret with me , , 

The Pope IS m roUicking form I had a nice day of Judy * Then she went off o St 
Montz Gaston was highly over excited about politics and longs to 
general 

I don’t envy you Jamaica a bit 

Did you see a very funny parody of Thunderbird in the Spectator 

Love from 
Evelyn 

'^Viscount Rothennere, Ann Fleming’s ex-husband 
’Noel Coward was in Carol Reed’s film of Graham Greene’s boot 
Earl and Countess of Arran 
^Directed by Fedenco Fellim, 1959 
^Gaston Palewslu was French Ambassador m Rome 

Judy Montagu, who lived m Rome , , «niiifn of the North 

^ Bernard Levin of Ian Fleming’s The Thnllmg Cities, 1960. c"** ‘T 

West’ 
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To Nancy MitFOHD Combe F!ore> House 

24 March i960 

Dearest Nancy 

How very nice to sec your writing again and how bitter to have to say that 1 don’t 
see any hope of our meeting in London Does your Lnglish tour include a visit to 
CricheP * You would there be half way here Can’t we coav you to adeenture as far 
as this^ London is a dreadful plaee full of demonstrating students No friends left 
there I hope the reason for your visit is the delivery of your new novel- to your 
funny looking publisher I look forward to it and to Tony Powell’s ‘Pagoda of the 
Amber Moon’^ (I think it is called) as the only readable books of the year 

I had a very enjoyable little winter tour, first with Laura then with my daughter 
Margaret I have had to pay for it by writing some very uncongenial articles for the 
Daily Alail Venice in January was damp Sc cold but empty & silent and mysterious I 
had never been there in mists before Monte Carlo was delicious - no Americans 
within hearing Homburg was hell but we stayed only one night A great mistake I 
saw a lot of Mark [Ogilvie-Grant] in Athens He is going to Delphi to greet Debo 
He broke the news of the Armstrong-Jones^ fiasco with great glee 

Colonel Gaston’s affection is gratifying &. inexplicable He has grown much 
prettier but is very restless in his fine house The footmen literally run behind him 
as he darts from one saloon to another He eats his food too fast It is very good and 
deserves lingering attention I think he has the death-wish strongly 
I saw Mrs Taffy Rodd* acting ludicrously badly in a film 

If you have a minute to spare in Chelsea do call on Maimie who is lonely and sad 
working at a shop called Sloanc Gallery, 277 Kings Road 

I was very sorry indeed to hear that the sale of your Versailles house has fallen 
through I hope this will induce you to return & live in England 
I am told Chatsworth is kept at stupefying heat You must like that 
Everybody who has read my life of Ronald Knox has written to point out horrible 
mistakes & misprints 

The Oxford Chancellorship was a great conflict of loyalty - hatred of socialists 
against hatred of Trevor-Roper’ Anyway I am not a ma and couldn’t vote 

Since you saw this house the porch has come down and a balustraded perron gone 
up - much improved 

My family are well but inordinately expensive 

Much love 
Evelyn 

Is Hons fS’ Rebels any good ? 

' The house in Dorset which Raymond Morumer shared with fnends 
^Don t Tell Alfred, i960 
^ Casanova's Chinese Restaurant, i960 

* Princess Margaret married in May i960 Antony Armstrong-Jones, who was created Earl of 
Snowdon in 1961 

’ La Dolce Vita Rosie Rodd was paid £10 a day, and her dog which also appeared, £5 
’ Harold MacmiUan, backed by Professor Hugh Trevor-Roper, was made ChanceUor 
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To Lady Acton 

25 March i960 


Dearest Daphne f. 

Here is another Knox> Perhaps >ou are getting bored by this steady ram 0^ 
Knoxes But this is all right - edited by clever Fr Giraman not by me ear is 

Knox’s not Caraman’s - voice m every sentence Well perhaps you are ore y 
heanng his voice I’ll go on sending them to you until told to stop lain arai 1^1 

arrive too late for Lenten reading - but It IS always Lent m a y.ay at 1 ow 

impolite that sounds I mean it is always ‘spintual reading there, not t at t e 
cooking IS not fine f, 

Douglas [Woodruff] came here last week with Mia His vitality or a man 01 

great age is stupendous He is spending Easter m conducting the 600 readers ot ne 
Unnerse to Komc Mia was a bad colour 

Ihadalovely winter at the expense of the Dfli/j'/Wai/m Venice ome o 

Carlo & Athens First with Laura, then with my daughter Margaret m gran 
Mv daughter Margaret (whom I love) has failed Oxford and is to ^onise mp 
instead at Caraman’s expense - I sent John a picture post car o t e casi 
Monte Carlo. , 

I keep the tnduum (goodness knows how many days it is now) at 
hope to visit Mells There are no services m Holy Week under the new regi 


)ust sits twiddling ones thumbs & despising the Old Boys r.n in 

Young Corbett^ had a photograph of his brother’s weddings owing t 

very bad light YoungAuberonisnotsokeenSc wantsanauichgir instea 

elder n g but younger o k l a r no nnw & 

I hope you don’t see English papers much They are all a out n 
calculated to offend , , -,ps 

So I went to a public audience of the Pope’s You know how it use to ^ , 

of drawing-rooms all the people segregated according to how t ey were ^ 

nng kissing Well now its quite different You all fight for p aces m a 
«nema& then Papa is earned m on his chair and sits on a ?^i^n<rhinff and 

Venetian patois for half an hour and those who understand ^ . f 

then an amencan monsignor says through the microphone is o 1 
you and your families and any pious objects m your possession 
Athenians very gay — wouldn’t go to bed 
Where is Richard You said he was coming here m January 
I hope none of you arc blood-bathed If any, Peter® Much love 


Evelyn 


.sork with the Soactj of Jesus at Farm Street on the canonoatton of the 

’Roben Corbett (ig*^ ) OxfordfnendofAuberon Waugh His brother Joseph married Catherine 

eton. Daphne’s daughter, m i960 


^^^'e and Jane Acton had danced round the swimmmg pool 
^Richard Aaon 

R'ter Acton (1950- ) The joungest son, now a farmer 
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To William F Buckley^ Gimbe Florey House 

4 April i960 

Dear Mr Buckley 

I have to thank you for a) Up from Liberalism^ McCarthy and his Enemies^ and 

c) The National Review^ containing Colm Brogan’s descnption of‘Bntish hysteria’ 

I don’t think you must take the last too seriously McCarthy is certainly regarded by 
most Englishmen as a regrettable figure and your McCarthy and his Enemies^ being 
written before his later extravagances, will not go far to clear his reputation I have 
no doubt that we were sent a lot of prejudiced information six years ago Your book 
makes plain that there was a need for investigation ten years ago It does not, I am 
afraid, supply the information that would convince me that McCarthy was a 
suitable man to undertake it Rovere* makes a number of prease charges against his 
personal honour Until these are rebutted those who sympathise with his cause 
much deplore his championship of it 

Yours sincerely 
Evelyn Waugh 

' William F Buckley (1925- ) Conservative Amencan writer, editor, cnticand television personality 

^1959 

* Buckley has edited The National Revtem since 1955 

*RichardRovere(i9is- ) Liberal writer, editor and cntic Published 5 enfl/or AfrCar/Ay, 1959, 
which Waugh reviewed in the Spectator 


To David Wright Combe Florey House 

21 April i960 

Dear Mr Wright 

Thank you for the new issue of and for your accompanying letter which is so 
polite & appealing that some explanauon is required when, as I reluctantly do, I 
refuse your kind invitation to contnbute 

I have not seen the article you mention in CrthcalQuarterly, nor have I heard of 
the magazine Worse than this in studying your own pages I find that the great 
majonty of the names which are quoted as those of important young wnters are 
wholly unfamiliar to me That will demonstrate how ignorant I am of recent literary 
movements I don’t think this is a particularly unhealthy condition for an elderly 
writer There are flibbertigibbets who in middle age attend international cultural 
congresses and busy themselv es with the latest fashions Few of these are notable for 
their literary production A writer should have found his metier before he is 50 
After that he reads only for pleasure, not for curiosity about what others are doing 
Please do not interpret this as scorn or jealousy pf the young It is simply that their 
tastes and achievements are irrelevant to his work 

A lot IS said about the ‘predicament’ of the young writer Perhaps you would like 
to hear of the ‘predicament’ of the old (and if you think it would interest your 
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readers you are at liberty to publish this letter) In middle age a tvnter 
capaauesSc limitations and he has a general conspectus of his future ^or esi es 
that he sometimes wntes topical articles for the press He can contri ute eit er to 
popular papers or to those of small circulation In the first case he wi 

mutilated b) sub-editors and scrawled o\er with inappropriate titles, ut ewi e 

paid 20 times as much as b> a more humane employ er The choice is betw een \ anity 
and a\arice The a\arice IS not always selfish Elderly men ha^e many epen ants 
They are not to be blamed se\erely if they choose to sacrifice their vanity 

Remember also that most writers have interests other than artistic po itica , 
local, religious and so forth - which they are importuned to serve occasiona y y 

giving their work , i 

Now & then he is moved to express an opinion on some genera topic, en 
writes to The Tttnes If he wants to give his opinion on a book, he vvi review it in o 
of the weekly papers which is read by his friends & acquaintance ecause it y 

pnmarily with whom he wishes to communicate tfk.nk 

So that when I wished your venture well, I was entirely sincere, ut , 

my cooperauon would be a benefit If you search your heart, vvi you not 

when you wrote to me you were not really much interested in anyt mg mi 1 
but had the hope that the name of someone who has been writing or mo 

thirty years and IS therefore known to people who would not norma y u , 

attract attention on the cov er' 

Yours truly 
Evelyn Waugh 

' A rcMcw of literature and the arts, edited by David Wnght and Patrick Swift 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

aSApnl i960 

It IS kind of you to invite me to your house on 6th May I regret that 
'n London on that day Like all loyal subjects of the monarchy I am ^PP . 

proposed mesalliance > The happiest solution would be for the press p ^ 

(who I read is constant in his attendance at church) to be or nrecedence 

•clergyman & made Archbishop of Canterbury This would 

'^mediately below the royal family It confers no precedence on his w , 

"'>ght be granted the style of a duke’s daughter They can then rock and mil abo^t 

LambethPalace I understand Jones hkes the smell of the lower Tham« There ^ 

^'eral other surviving Anglicans - David Ceal, Betjeman, n ’ ’ 

Elizabeth Cavendish ^d tvvo (I think Lesbian) spinsters in Combe Florey who 
oould compose their court 
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I did not know Lady Norwich had borne an heir^ She is on the list of apostates 
with Clarissa, Mary Dunn^ etc for whom I pray Hers is the worst case as she had 
no moti\ e except wrong headedness to leave the Church 

Before your time L- Haddington had a delightful and woebegone younger 
brother Charlie whom 1 loved ^ It is \ery odd he should be staying with Honks 
Well, nothing is odd there 

I shall be coming to London fairly often this summer but only from Saturdays to 
Mondays to visit Margaret Avhom I have sent to work for the Jesuits It is a very nice 
time when all the fuddy duddies are sponging in the country, but I can hardly hope 
to find you at home then I shall take Maimie out too 

I am much in Thunderbird’s debt for his telling us it is not necessary to dry our 
razor 

I am shortly embarking on a third volume of the Crouchback saga^ Tony 
Powell’s latest volume^, which I’ve had for review, is a sad disappointment - only 
three pages of Widmerpool 

You tell me nothing of your house in Oxfordshire 

I rejoice at Bridget’s acquittal and at her courage in fighting the case I still can’t 
understand why the German Embassy has taken the place of Vine Street as a lock 
up 

Will you not come & visit us here soon ^ Preferably in the middle of the week 
Plovers’ eggs are on sale at White’s Gulls’ are clearly good enough for the fuddy- 
duddies Why do you not make a little hamper of the remnants of your Jones 
banquet and a bottle of Portuguese claret and take it next day to Margaret (who has 
an hour for luncheon) and regale her in Mount Street garden ^ Bringing with you, of 
course, no delinquent friends You will find her fat but jolly She lives with her 
cousin Anne Fraser But don’t, in mistaken kindness, ask her to your house of ill 
fame 

I went to London for a day last weekac earned looo dollars by reading my works 
aloud with an American gramophone Then Maimie came to dinner m marble halls 
She works m Sloane Gallenes, King’s Road, Chelsea You should visit her She is 
lonely and not averse to delinquents 

Yours ever affec 
Evelyn 

‘ Pnnccss Margaret’s mamage 

^Viscountess Norwich, whose son Jason was bom in Oaober 1959, bad been brought up as a Roman 
Catholic 

’ Ladj Mary Dunn had been divorced and remained 

‘The Earl of Haddington (1894- ), was the brother of Charles Bailhe-Hamilton (1900-39), 
Conservative mp 1929-31 

’ LncanJitional Surrender 

‘ Cjsjnuvj s Chinese Restaurant 

’ Lad> Bndgct Parsons had been arrested for drunken driving in Belgrave Square and taken into the 
German Embassy until a police car arriv ed The Duke of Dev onshirc and Lord Kinross gav e ev idence as 
to how little she had drunk at dinner 
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To Joan Saunders Co'"‘’= 

Postcard 

Many thanks for your valuable information about Sword of Stalingrad October 
29-3ist are the important dates Clearly a change of popular sentiment occurre 
between the exhibition of an ob)ect of craftsmanship at Goldsmiths’ Hall and V & A 
and the veneration at Westminster Abbey Provincial exhibitions not important 
think Hansard would have something in Question Time I don t suppose ^ ^ 

Dean of Westminster IS still alive but there should be surviving Canons w o ave 

some memory of how the sword came to be exposed there and of the circumstanc^ 
in which It was laid in state and removed I am not much intereste m t e 
appearance of the sword It is the (spontaneous^) wave of popular sentiment 
culminating in its ecclesiastical status that interest me E g was it blesse 
Weather Oct 29th—3 ist desired Also was London then free of all an: rai s 

E W 


To Father Philip Caraman Combe Florey House 

17 May i960 

Dear Philip 

I owe you a word of explanation about Friday’s dinner Mary Ly^n ® * 

dear fnend of mine whom 1 always try to see when I come to Lon on e is in 
distressed circumstances She knows no Catholic pnest and her ng ica 
Orthodox faith is dim I think it is very important that people like her s ou at e^ 
know the name of a priest to turn to if they feel desperate (as she may we o 
don t suggest you should do anything about her Simply that if the moment 
, she should turn to you 

2) Margaret IS awfully happy in her work I am enormously grate u to yo 

3) Alec Guinness was admirable in his work I thought Rattigan s p ay & mos 

the other actors fraudulent ‘ t ^-v.r.iilA 

4) Do you receive and have you kept the reviews of Ronald s sermons ^ 

ike in a few weeks to write a review of the reviews I can get them om 
Oates no doubt If you have them, I should like one day to borrow them I want to 
demonstrate in a secular papier the neglect of religious literary wor 
5) Bad soles at Hyde Park Hotel I thought 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 


’ Met Guinness portrayed T E Lanrenccin by Terence Rattigan 

reviewed Knox’s sermons under the heading An Important Pubhcation 

^5 ^o\ ember i960 


in the Spectator 
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To Nancy Mitford Combt Florey House 

18 May i960 

Dearesc Nancy 

I bought a copy of Decca’s book' & read it with keen attention I can well 
understand that it is wounding and I was able to detect numerous errors of fact, but 
It has filled me with curiosity Someone told me you rcMCwed it Is this truc'“ If so 
where can I find your review ^ What surprised me was that she not only gi\ es a nasty 
impression of the people against whom she has conccned gnesanccs, but about 
those she presumably loves I dont think I ever met Esmond Romilly ■* Certainly I 
didn’t know him at all She makes him quite detestable What did he do in the 
Canadian Air Forced She describes him as sub-humanly incompetent with every 
sort of mechanism What became of her second child by him' ^ It must be grown up 
Is It simply an American like all the rest of them' Did Decca wnte all the book 
herself^ It seems by two hands, half fresh & funny if false and half trite & stodgy - 
the first page of the last chapter, for instance, can she have written that ^ Is she not 
now married to a sort of Jewish don Can he have put in the sticky bits All that 
cheating & stealing & lying combined with sermons on socialism seems very odd * 
Do you think it true that the captain of the English ship, intent on abducting her, 
gave his word not to Didn’t she come to Europe last year' Did you see her' 
Margaret now works in London canonising 40 martyrs at a week No 
Condon season for her Can’t afiord it and Teresa collected the most awful friends at 
great expense She is very happy canonising I went up to London to entertain her I 
shall never go to that city again 1 can’t eat anything they cook there Had to live on 
caviar at jf) I a teaspoonful She made me go to a play about Lawrence of Arabia All 
the actors except Sir Alec Guinness were comic buggers & the plot was all buggery - 
as far as I can gather false to history We went to the Soane Museum which is still 
very empty & pleasant Poor Maimie came to dine with us She could only talk of the 
hardships & humiliations of her life which are indeed gruesome We also had the 
Jesuit [Father Caraman] who is Margaret’s employer It was not a happy 
combination She told him she always read the psalms for the day which I am sure is 
an illusion derived from memories of the schoolroom at Madresfield The poor 
Jesuit thought his leg was being pulled 

Our asparagus is abundant & delicious - far better than anything you can get in 
France I wish you were here to eat it 

IsDeccastillacommunist^'’Jolly uncomfortable for her in U S A I should have 
thought She doesn’t seem to have done anything to help the ‘Loyalists’ in Spam 
Just sponged on them 

You see her book has upset & puzzled me a great deal I barely knew her Odd that 
It should You see you made her so amusing & sweet in your novels it is very 
disconcerting 

I am toiling away at thud volume of war novel There have been no good new 
books except an unfinished posthumous one by a Sicilian duke® - not Fulco ® Tony 
Powell’s forthcoming volume of his polylogy is a disappointment, but I don’t think 
you admire him anyway, do you^ 
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There are no English left m London 
Is It true Momo is very ilP 

Do write & tell me your news and explain Decca more fully 

Love from 
Evelyn 


' Jessjca Milford, Hons and Rebels 

^No . 

* Esmond RomiU> eloped with Jessica Mitford to the Spanish Cml War Hebecameanaviga 

Royal Canidun Air Force , _ 

* Constanaa Ronully (1941- ) Worked for the Student Non-Violent Co-ordinating Commi 

later became a nurse. „ r u j 

^Jessica Mitford mamed Robert Treuhaft, a Jewish lawyer, m 1943 She wrote all of Hons a 

herselfbut worked with her husband on T'Aeyltneriran * 9^3 ' ,revie ® 

^ooVmThe Sunday Times^VTOK ‘It is easy to guess the nature of their collaborauon, odded 

teasing on the telephone, there IS solid Bob at his desk doing his sums’To whic ‘ 

inher second volume ofautobiography,‘In feet we each wrote half the book m 

‘A destroyer turned up off the coast of Bilbao when Jessica Mitford and ^mon rthpcamain 

Spam Nancy Mitford IS quoted in//onr am/fieie/r as saying,‘Everythmg was a 

to lure you on board by promising delicious things to cal, but he said you wou 

’TheTreuhaftshadresignedfromtheParty in 1958 , ■/- 1 v, 

* Giuseppe Tomasi, Pnnee di Lampedusa, The Leopard, translated by Archi 9 leweller m 

’The Dukeof Verdura (1907-78) Designed materials for Chaneland became a successful jeweU 
New York 


To Ann Fleming 
26 May i960 

dear Ann , 

What pray has become of you^ It is time you wrote me a ^diMdies 

sheet You must think of me as living in Tasmania eager for ° ^ ^hout 

1 am slowly composing a third volume of war novels - not a so ar 
the‘Sword of Stalingrad’ Do you remember that ^ Does anyone? It i^s the heme ot 
t e first part of the book and it will fall pretty flat if it is Wpii i 

representative younger people such as O’Neill if they have ear 

^^ose the young don’t read my books anyhow „ t rbniKrht 

Did 1 tell you Bron has a bizarre book > appeanng shortly? Veo ® 

en I read It but I can’t remember anything about It now Itis\eryp . 

°nes memory One can read old favourites with breathless cunosity I have just 
reread all G Greene and A. Powell 

spent a week-end in London with Margaret and carnc called 

^haustion - Soane Museum, St Paul’s Cathedral, a play about hu^ety caUed 
(visit to A Gmnness in dressing-room) much champagne vvi , 

nf see Stanley Spencers, huge very expensive mea s in m , 

''hich I could eat nothing An odd attack of Pinfold I had p anned to come home 
On Saturday, dead sober, I told hall porter to look up a tram for me 
Gloucester-a station I have never used in my life 1 had the time hrm m my mind 
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Margaret came to see me otl and 1 went it> the iMioting (jhiee* and aeLed {or a ticket to 
Gloucester She corrected me Da/ed 1 asked tor launton Last tram had gone 
Had to spend anothei night in London and gi\e Margaret anothei enormous dinner 
(St James’ Club) \Vh> m he*a\ens name* Gloucester' It \sas aluass K.emblc or 
Stroud when 1 h\ed at Stinkers 

Margaret now spends long e\enings in Maimie’s basement rooms siudsing her 
scrap-books of the ’■jos 

1 hase read with extreme disgust m the Daily txpras that the suung shits who go 
to balls keep a directorj ot accessible debutantes I am confirmed in m\ lefusal to 
gise Margaret a season Instead she has composed a pamphlet about Martsrs 
which IS basing a first printing of 100,000 -• more than her poor father or (1 should 
guess) Thundcrbird What’s more she’s been paid £30 for it 
I was deepl) shocked b> Deeca’s book 

Now I base nothing to tell you You must tell me T hink back to before Easter 
and write all 

1 don’t expect jou knosv todaj is Ascension Da> This da> t«)i7 was the most 
unhappy of my life My first term, first month at Lancing I had neser heard about 
Ascension Day before Itssasnotobsersedinmy home or at nn prep school Well,! 
oserheard boys talking of this mysterious day and when it came they all 
disappeared It was a whole holiday I had nowhere to go and no friends 'I he 
steward gave me some ghastly galantine (first war food worse than second) and I ate 
It alone in the rain on the downs near Chanctonbury Ring So e\ery Ascension Day 
since I has c felt that things can neeer be as bad as that 

Cynthia, I suppose, has taken the secret of The Youn^ Visiters to the grave ^’ 
Now say you are out and don’t take telephone calls and write me a letter 


Yours affec 
Eeelyn 

' Auberon Waugh, The huxgloie Saga, i960 

2 The Young Visiters, 1919, was wniien b> Daisj Ashford at the age of nine James Barnc wrote an 
introduction and it was widel> suggested that he had in fact written the whole booL Cynthia Asquith as 
his secretary and close fnend would have known if this had been true 


To William F Buckley Combe Florey House 

3 June iq6o 

Dear Mr Buckley, 

Thank you for your letter of 31st May 

It is most gratifying that you would like me to contnbute to the National Review Sc 
I appreaate that in the circumstances your offer is a generous one *, but until y ou get 
much ncher (which I hope will be soon) or I get much poorer (which I fear may be 
sooner) I am unable to accept it 

' Yours truly 

Evelyn Waugh 

' ‘5.000 dollars a year for a piece every few weeks, of 2,000 words ’ 
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To Tom Driberg 

[6 June 1900] 

Postcard 

Dear Tom, 

I read with great interest your article on the new Buchmanism in ew talesman 

mion Can you tell me did you in your researches come across the name ot 
Wm F Buckley Jr, editor of a New York, neo-McCarthy magazine named 
National Review^ He has been showing me great & unsought attention ate y& 
article made me curious Has he been supernaturally guided to bore me t wou 
explain him 

Yours ever, 

Evelyn 

‘ Moral Rc-armament Dnbcrg’s article was entitled ‘mra. The New Offensive 


To Tom Driberg 
II June i960 

Dear Tom , 

Thank you for your kind judgment of Knox The misprints in t e rst 

were ghastly I have never taken so much trouble about spelling, getting 

read by numerous hawk-eyed Wykeharmsts and monks, but t . 

everywhere The fourth edition, which may some day appear, s ou e 
them I am told that printers’ readers no longer exist because c , 

Wger unfrocked for sodomy There were also errors of fact I was ob ig J 

great deal on the memones of septuagenarians & they misinforme me Onlv 

I have thrown away all copies of Nfll/ont/Z These are t ® Rnrklev 

one familiar name, Chambers 1 (who kept secret documents in ^1 
Wrote Up from Liberalism (unreadable), his magazine is mostly think if 

Amencan ‘Liberals’ I don’t think he is a Papist He would have told 
0 were Chambers certainly espoused some form of Christianity 
Would be interesting to know if this was a nest of Buchmanites 
, musm’, blaL Arnold Lu„n^ Ho .s honest« hear, He ^ ^ “P; 

Ite Switterland, and I think his praise of &ux is comparable Co ^ 

impossible - that I should be offered long hospitality at the ote e 
nnce of Monaco and in gratitude attested (truthfully) that I oun 

Devote edifying , 

^ Wish someone (not I) would examine Buchmanism Its connexion w P 

P ^939 IS significant Also I believe many of the Quisling party in o 
^uchmanite - no, when I say ‘believe’ I mean I was told at the time, an g 

nowsonecantAe/ioif anything one was told then 

'Von’t It rather spoil the Mrs Proudie side of the Church of England if you adm 
'"omen to Holy Orders ? If Slope had been her husband & she Bishop, no joke 
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I did not hear the wirtkss PtuJoUl 1 ha\t Id m\sclf in for cross-examination on 
Television b\ a man named Major Freeman^ who 1 am told was a colleague of \ ours 
in the Working Class Mov ement Do \ ou know anv thing damaging about him that I 
can introduce into our conversation if he becomes insolent' 

I met Maurice Child^ once with vou, vou took me to a roomful of buggers He 
was verv civil I could not find it in me to be uncivil about him though 1 think his 
leadership in 1913 makes all Ronald’s set of that time questionable m their sinceritv 
Ronald never uttered a word of criticism of Child or of anv of his associates except 
(v erj mildl>) of the ‘Abbot’ of Caldev * 

It IS good of vou to ask me to dine in the House of Qimmons I hardlv ever come 
to London I hope vou maj come to Somerset 

Yours ever 
Evelvn 

' Whitialkcr Chambers confessed to basing been a communist agent and was the main prosecution 
witness at the trial of Alger Hlss in 1950 Hiss was held to have been an agent, which he constantlv 
denied 

^Sir Arnold Lunn (i88b-i974) Author skier and supporter of viRV He wrote in response to 
Dnberg’sarticle Hiscontroversj with Knox, published as 1932, preceded his reception into 

the Roman Catholic Church 

■•Jobn Freeman (1915- ) Labour siP 1945-55 editor of the Aro' Slulesmun 1961-5, Bniish 

Ambassador in Washington 1969-71, chairman and chief executive London Weekend Television 
1971-1979 Waugh was to be thcsubiecf ofoncofhcs Face to Fi/re senes of television interviews 

The Res erend Maunce Child, a high-spinted Anglo-Catholic friend of Knox s who influenced him 
m his decision to become a Roman Catholic 

’There was an unonhodox Anglican Benedictine Abbc> on Caldej Island visited bv Knox who 
" desenbed the Abbot (Ben)amin Carl)le) as ‘a man of djnamic energv What held vou was the 
bnghtness of his ejes. Thev were not (as I saw them then) the eves ofa mvstic It was rather some 
tnckofhvpnotism thej had ’ Pax, Spnng 1956 


T o Anthony Powell Hyde Park Hotel 

18 June i960 

Dear Tonj 

Thanks awfully for sending me a copy of Casanova I have put it very proudly 
among us companion v olumes 

I had in fact read it m proof and have reviewed it for the Spectator where I gave 
the opinion that your admirers will regard it as an essential link in a fine senes The 
scene m the third part of Stnngham’s drunken appearance is as good as any thing in 
anv of the books 1 can’t say I liked the new musical characters - I mean I didn’t like - 
them personally, not that they were not excellently ponrayed I hope vou wont 
think my review captious In a work as large as yours no reader can enjoy all parts 
equally Lady Molly remams my fav ounte 


Yours ever 
Evelyn 
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To Nancy MitfORD Combe Flore> House 

21 June iq6o 

Darling Nanc\ , , 

What good news that jou ha\e finished \our novel both for vour a\i pu ic & 
vourself 1 long to read it Printers are so la/\ now adavs that there is a huge pcrio o 

gestation 

I am V er) sorrv \ ou should hav e been bothered b\ Chas E Linck, Jr a\ e no 
memorv of him I alwavs throw awaj letters from Americans unread am sure no 
one will publish his book & that it is simplv a ruse to make himself a 

I did not find Dcbo’s Emma at all forthcoming when I once met her but 1 ear 
good accounts ofher on all sides Mark Grant tried to have her devoure v woves 

on Mount Pamasus - 

Last week I was driven bv poverty to the humiliating experience o , 

thetelevision^ The man who asked the questions simplv couldn t be leve a 

a happj childhood ‘Surelv vou suffered from the lack of a sister 

M} daughter Margaret publishes a book todav Forty Martyrs ^ 
research for the Jesuits First printing ioo,ooo More than I have ever 

daresaj \ou either r ii 

Debo was seen hopping in a London street with Freud holding up a oot ca 
the attention of passers-by to her new shoes ^ 

I saw a sickentngly sillv plav about people turning into Rhinoceros^ ^,ii 

I rather long to go to the London Librarj sale but shan tit n t e 
wusemuch jealousj among our confreres & consoeurs ^ 

What a rum time to go to Venice You will find it full of trippers 

Love from 
Evel j n 

'ChlrlcsE. Linck Jr (1923- ) had wntten to Nanev r ^authors of 

^fc Dcrttopmtm nfEvitynWauth sCurciri90i-39 °?conmbutor to the 

A CheMs, of Prlo’ond Secondary- at .97^ and a frequent contributor to 

^retyn ff'ougf, Ncb^s Leller None of these has been published in England. ri^.nnshire and his 

^-Mark OgiKic-Gran, had aaed as guide to a pans that included the Duke of Devonshire and 

‘laughter Udv Emma Cavendish Thev were lost for several hours while darkness le 

Face to Face interview with John Freeman was shown on 26 June. 

Mmorrroibv Eugene Ionesco V ith Laurence Olivier direaed bv Orson e ^ t'u- manuscript of 

AsaleatChnstie’sofmanuscnptsandpicturcsonbehalfoftheLondon i ran ^ 

^ b, E M Forster fetched £6 500 then a record T S Eliot copied out TAr Vaae 

'‘h'ch went for £2,800 The manuscript of Waugh’s ScoU-K.ng s Modern Europe fetched £.60 


To John Donaldson 

'liJune i960 
Postcard 

plonks awfulh for jour card The bbc people were verv 
life cmplojed in recording that conversation One of them* a een in 
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who came to Stinkers & set Pinfold on the run I asked what had become of the 
questioner He has become a professional hypnotist Signiheant' Now Tanker s 
Box- IS under investigation m the eourts as perhaps vou have seen I hear of \ou 
from Mrs Fleming Meg Dalhousie used to have the King Kong de“ath song plaved 
at Government House Salisburj to dear her dinner parties 


E 

’ Dr Stephen Black, the model for Anpcl m The OrJeuI i>J Gilberi PiiijolJ 

-The contraption that cured from a distance at \shich Wauph had scoffed until he heard voices 


To Erle Stanley Gardner Combe Flore> House 

21 July i960 

Dear Mr Gardner, 

Mav I, as one of the keenest admirers of >our work, correct what 1 at first took for 
a slip but now realise must be genuine misconception' 

You seem to think that a ‘davenport’ is some kind of sofa If is, and can only be, a 
small writing desk 

Are vou, perhaps, confusing it with a ‘chesterfield’'' 

Yours truly 
Evelyn Waugh 

' An editor at Gardner s publishers answered that‘davenport’ was used for a kind of sofa in the United 
States Gardner !.ent a suppicmcntarv rcplj informing Waugh that if he was ‘the Evel>n Waugh who 
wrote that wonderful expose of Hollv wood and apparcntlv vou arc vou have the greatest gift of satire I 
hav c ev er encountered and that means philosophical perspcctiv e and w nting abilitv of a high order ’ 


To Charles E Linck Junior Combe Florej House [crossed out] 

August i960 

Postcard 

Read Ezelyn Waugh by F Stopp published bj Little, Brown in USA or Chapman & 
Hall in England 

The answers to your specific questions are (i) No (2) Impossible (3) Not 
understood I travelled where I wanted to go& wrote about it afterwards ' 

You must not attempt to sec me when you come to England 


E W 

• The questioas concerned Waugh’s soaal life tn the tqaos models for the characters in his novels and 
his juumalisiic arrangemems for travelling 
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To Lady Mary LygON Combe Florey House 

17 August i960 

Darling Blondie 

How lovely to hear from you It was very wrong of you not to come & v^i me 

here You promised jou w'ould when you steeled j ourself to leave on on 
jou prefer Elmley & Mona' w'ho don’t love you as I do just because the} are an 
and a Countess Kind hearts, it has been wittily said, are more than coronets 

It IS kind of you to recommend Ede’s cars Alas, I am too poor to riveanv 

I .alk the streets wtth bleeding feet like P Balfour If Mr Ede has a hearse and you 
are allowed to drive it I will engage it for my funeral - w'hich cannot now o g 

Misled by jaggenng reviewers I bought a book about Rome bv Miss El 
Bowen (the widow Cameron m real life) Would you like me to give it toy ou 
about the Forum & Palatine & Vestal Virgins instead of the 0 y oman 

Church It IS not as well written as Augustus Hare or as appreciative o po p , 

Boom [Lady Mary’s father] , T«ciiirc’ 

I gave Little Margaret a beautiful pork pie to take to you e put it in 

refrigerator and forgot about it and it grew moss & she was as ame 
Goodness how sad r u ^ lontinrip 

Did you know that Tim Ebnngton’s grandfather before the ay so t 

'vrote a book about a deer^ which reduces L Margaret to tears 
I am writing a novel It is all about a funeral Ought to be pyctred 

People keep w riting to say they are coming to stay w ith me an g 

«c have my hair cut in Taunton and buy smoked salmon & then tev c , . 

moment It has been happening all this summer and is verv bad for me 

"hat Connolly would call ‘manic-depressive’ 

Love\\\ 

Bo 

' Her broiher, who had succeeded as Earl Beauchamp m 193S married Else Schiwe in 1936 
T'/n/f/n/Jonjf i960 

Sir John Fortcscue, The Story oj a Red Deer 1897 


To Ann Fleming Combe Flo™. House 

5 September i960 

Mv Dear Ann , , r t irrl. 

It IS sad for you to leave Porto Fino on the 9th That is t j 

^l^tgaret’sarrival She is covered with spots, breakfa.sts oft sloe gm and has taken 
'>moking cigarettes, but she could hardly fail to be an inspiration to v ou 

, ^“'^teadThunderbird’s articles with interest ' He cri e a e-, 

„*■ ^'^Pohtan urchins kidnapping niggers straight from an a . xnerls 

His advice about sitting to gamble is not m accordance with the evperls 
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There is the well known, perhaps true, stor\ of the American millionaire (usuall> 
identified as Pierpont Morgan) who stopped for a night in his jacht at Monte Carlo 
in the days of Le Blanc fils (or was it beau fils^) Anyway he had ne\cr seen roulette 
before and in a few minutes his financial mind mastered the principles He sent a 
message to the management that he would play if the limit was removed for the 
evening Le Blanc asked onlv one question Ts he sitting or standing’’ ‘Sitting’ 
‘Then he may play’ and he lost prodigiously What the casino could not risk was a 
single huge even chance stake Or so I used to be told 

Many men like large beds even if they sleep alone I do myself 6t Graham Greene 
IS much taller than I am^ There is no evidence of adultery in his preference There 
IS indeed an element of ostentation He is a great one for practical jokes I think 
also he is secret agent on our side and all his buttering up of the Russians is ‘cover’ 

I am busily & happily at work on a sequel to those two war novels 1 wrote The 
trouble is that it is quite unintelligible to anyone who doesn’t know them by heart I 
have to keep dipping into them to find what 1 wrote seven or eight years ago 
Otherwise it is a gnpping tale 

Laura brought back from her Boots Library a noveL by your brother, Hugo, 
about diamond mines in West Africa It confirms my fears that he has no literary 
talent Literature is simply the appropriate use of language He has no feeling for 
English and goes at it slap dash hitting the wrong word on almost every page He has 
a narrator, unidentified, who pops up here& there in the first person & gives detailed 
descriptions of scenes he never witnessed I think he should go into partnership 
with Fuddy Duddy Fish Face [Peter Quennell], who has nothing to say but has in 
his dry, vacuous way a mastery of the language 

I hope poor torpid O’Neill is a little more lively Do they have grouse in Ireland ’ 
If so pray send us some No one has done so from Scotland 

A few days ago I fell into despair with our cook, said I was starving and had to go 
to London to get a square meal I was punished for this outburst by being struck, as 
my feet touched Paddington platform, with a kind of impotence - I could swallow 
nothing and during three days consumed only six snails and two spoonfuls of 
caviare As I arrived back at Taunton my appetite quickened and I laid in heartily to 
the pasta 

My niece, Anne, chose your brother, Hugo, as godfather to her new daughter Do 
you not think that rum’ 

1 am distressed to hear that you have disregarded my advice and are demolishing 
y our house In domestic life space is all 

I am glad to hear that Rome is absolutely empty No one has gone to their 
ridiculous sports’ The Grand Hotel has not let a room and the Roman 
householders who thought they were gmg to make fortunes are left penniless 

‘Stuart Hampshire’^ must be an assumed name 


CoDccicd in 3 book 7 hc 7 hri/ling Ctticshy Ism Fleming, iq6o 
'Puna bv Rosstllini, 

^ Waugh was 5 Tool 7 inches tall 


Yours ever afFec 
Evelyn 
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' Hugh Chartens, Ptcmc at Porokorro, 1958 ^ 

’The OKmpic Games 

^Stuart Hampshire (1914- ) Philosopher, Warden of Wadham since 1970 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

22 September i960 

My Dear Ann 

I am not sending you or any of my honoured friends a copy of my African pot 
boiler because I despise it 

I hope that you are rejoicing m having Caspar off your hands as much as I rejoice 
2s the wheels on the gravel bear my many little ones to their expensive sc 00 s 
There is a remarkably life like portrait of old Caspar, under the name of Tarqum, in 
nij son’s forthcoming novel *, all the more remarkable for the fact of t eir aving 
never met 

C Connolly wrote last Sunday that G Greene, I and another man I had never 
heard oP were enabled to continue wnting in spite of prosperity by interna 
tensions’ What can the booby mean’ Perhaps it is your duty to introduce intemaJ 
tensions into your cotene of fuddy duddies who don’t seem awfully productive 
Boofv’, now that’s a man who I should say had internal tensions but he doesn 
write 

^0 game reached us from Shane’s Castle jsicrhtir 
Mv son Auberon has formed a close friendship with Alan Lennox oy 
healthy ’ 

^t is possible that I may have a months employment in London If tha 
eome about I hope to meet you. , 

A shocking accident befell Master Dru*^ He was mounted on his “tt e po^ 
^tting out to hunt cubs in the early morning A horse ndden by is sister 
^ime up behind, seized him with its jaws by the buttocks, lifted him from the sad 
^ threw him across the stable yard , . 

^ iirgaret’s glass eyes were washed away at Porto Fino so she was spare 

°fMuggendge „ 

Haveyou read the jolly book by my cousin Mrs Cuthbert (Diana Holman Hunt) 

Yours ever affec 
Evelyn 

Lord Boyd gi^esBronpnvatelypnnted works of Guinness family history Odd’ 

Tirqum IS ihc repellent child in \ubemn W augh’s The Foxglove Saga 

Golding (. 9 ,) ^hose noscls include The Lard of,he Fhes, .954, and P.neher Marnn. 

prolific journalist 

’S,™ of Lord O’Neill Ann Fleming s son i Auheron 

of Viscount Bo>d (. 904 - ) has been a close fnend of Auberon 

smcc they ncrcat Christ Church together 
), Laura’s nephev. 

^^'‘^’^oiolhersand 1 
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To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

5 October i960 

Dear Ann 

I shall not be going to London There was a talk of my doing an English version of 
La Dolce Vita but I wanted too much money It is a good thing, really, as the novel I 
am working on is going very nicely and I should like to get it finished by Christmas 
Then India-so much to see before the Chinks take over If you came too you might 
be able to study the Yogis at their pleasure If what you tell me is true, they seem to 
have discovered a method of contraception that does not outrage the moral law 
Do I really stink of paraldehy'de or is it simply that you know' 1 like it & w'ere 
warned by vour medical adviser that it stank & therefore suppose I stink' I have 
consulted Margaret on the subject and she says she has noticed nothing Laura has 
noticed an occasional whifl'before breakfast ' 

Why did you not heed my advice about your house^ I warned you that any 
building, except in prefabricated units, is beyond any purse pnvate or public You 
have a plain, spacious house, why bugger it up' Buildings condemned as unsafe by 
architects stand for centunes If the rain comes into one room move our the 
furniture & keep poultry in it Live like the Irish In the lonely winter evenings you 
can write your reminiscences Diana’s third volume arrived by the same post as \ our 
letter So far I have only read the references to myself- not very nice ^ 

You must remember Bron was only 19 when he wrote his novel Douglas 
Woodruff, also, was dismayed at the brutality of little Caspar 

Have you read the widow Cuthbert’s [Diana Holman Hunt] reminiscences Very' 
funny about my cousin Mrs H H You had a Fuddy-duddy called Ironmonger or 
Ironsides who wrote disrespectfully of H H ^ whose Shadow oj Death, now hidden 
in the vaults at Birmingham is one of the great paintings of the centur\ He was 
under 30 when he made it 

Do you know Betty Asquith^ (Clovelly Ock’s widow) ^ She came here y esterday 
& was literally imbecile Poor martyred Mary Rous^ leads her about She has no idea 
where she is or whom she is speaking to 

I am preparing a panegyric for P G Wodehouse’s Both birthday which falls next 
year To aid me I got hold of a copy of thq broadcast Cooper had made denouncing 
him as a Na/i collaborator It was more vile than I knew Cooper’s blackest hour 

No, I never see Encounter I have an idea that Fuddy-duddy Spender edits it It 
can t be much good But he did publish the text of Wodehouse’s innocuous and 
wittv broadcasts from Berlin That was a good act Also Muggeridge, I find, 
behaved well when Cooper had him (P G W ) arrested in Pans Cooper as a wnter 
manque had a peculiar hatred for good writers The only' men he really liked were 
Lddic Grant and Rufus Clark & Tommy McDougall (before your time) I suppose 
It IS seeing so many photographs of Cooper in Diana’s book that has turned my 
thoughts towards him Has it been arranged, by the way, who gets this year’s 
Cooper pri/c' Powell I hope 

Any time vou feel like slipping into Paddington & taking the train to Taunton 

look It up hrst They have all been changed, to the great inconvenience of our rare 
visitors 
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Do you know anything of Gerald Yorke's t>»y.''■"cent” 
sorcerer Margaret brought him here the other day He is tall & stam 

I am glad you are chums with ConnoUy He has botuhsm but« ^ 

A man of great worth Give him some tensions so that e can wn e 

Youraflfec coz 
E Waugh 

There was, if you remember, a very homble road-house-club company ^ 

seat Would that not satisfy Thunderbird’s appetue for p^n 

' ‘He indignantly denied that he smeUed of it, unul he was “ *°p. ryours affec Evelyn’, 

house when sheasVed, “Should we tell Ann the gas is escaping 

in Evelyn Waugh and his World, p 237 ^y deieacd heap 

^ In Trumpets from the Steep Lady Diana Cooper refers to aug Yugoslavia 

without a word a smile or a nod he said that he was never so happy m > 

tn 1945 Ann Fleming found the references to him ‘dull but lund 

^Robm Ironside, Pre-Raphaelite Painting. 1948 Acnmth. son of the Prime 

'Betty Manners (1889-1962) married m 1918 Brigadier Gene 
Minister They Uved at Clovelly Court m Devonshire Keith Rous, an eccentric 

’ Maty Asquith (1919- ) Daughter of Betty Asquith, had marne m 1943 awarded 

‘The Duff Cooper Memorial Prize went to Andrew Young for his Collectea ro 
for novels, , .ureesons Vincent 

’’ Gerald Yorke, brother of Henry, was a close friend of Alcister Crowley 
(‘942- ) IS a painter 


To Mur, EL Spark Combe Florey House 

11 C)ctober i960 

Howd„y„Vdo,t>Iamdadedby7-/ieao<M« 

^>nd of book they can wnte (particularly humorous no Bachelors is 

''»h Yanations until death You seem to have an mexhau 

^ e cleverest & most elegant of all jour clever & elegant 00 s of writer 

’'>de your success has been up to date I suspect that you are ® 

''horn people rejoice to introduce to their friends. Bachelors 
^^Tough that phase into full fame May you enjoy it nuoce T 

If lour pubbshcr warns a puff for you before .he reviews 
am dazzled by The Bachelors^ and anything else in the foregoing 

Yours sincerely 


1 have gushed so about my delight in reading the book thar I hav c neglected to thank 
for the gift of It Thank you 
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To Ann Fleming Combe Florc) House 

10 November igbq 

Dear Ann 

A shameful week for English justice - Randolph declared brave, Lawrence 
declared a great writer How I wish I had been called as witness m both case*s, to 
desenbe Randolph’s countless acts of cowardice beginning with his knocking out 
Margaret Birkenhead at the opening night of the San Carlo Re^staurant ‘, to explain 
to the bemused jury that Lawrence’s reputation has been made by an illiterate 
clique at Cambndge He couldn’t write for toffee He is nght down in the Spender 
class I knew Mervyn Jones^ quite well in the war His brain must have softened 
Why did he not call expert evidence for the prosecution ^ Well, I suppose that topic 
IS dead as mutton in London It frets Combe Florey 

1 went to London for a night to see a civil young man who says he is the editor of 
the Sunday Telegraph He signed his letters ‘Peregnne Worsthornc’ I said ‘an 
unusual name’ He said ‘Yes, my father chose it when he stood for parliament I 
should be called Koch de Gooreynd’ Then to make it quite simple added ‘He 
called my brother Towneley’ ‘Like the Towneley marbles^’ ‘Yes, he owns them’ 
Confusion of elderly party ^ Well, this man of mystery proposed to send me abroad 
for a treat We drank heavy and I behaved rather like Randolph in his braver 
moments, calling for more& better wine, until I said ‘1 presume Michael Berry is 
paying for this^’ ‘No, indeed, I am, out of my wages’ So then I felt I had behaved 
badly & could only atone by giving a lot of wine to the mystery man, so I took him up 
the street to my club and we drank heavy and 1 woke next day with the vague but 
persistent impression that I have promised to go to the war in Algiers for him ■* Not 
at all what I wanted My French is not up to jolly evenings in paratroop messes nor 
are my stiff old limbs m any condition to dodge terrorists 

Nancy comes this afternoon I have every fire stoked but I fear she will not be 
comfortable I gather that high French Society drinks whisky That I can provide 
but much else is lacking No cheval glass in her room and lights so placed that she 
can’t see to paint her face 

I took Margaret to luncheon in marble halls after my night with the mystery man 
Bill £15 odd Wind of change is blowing very cold m my bank 

You are an ass to knock down your house I have said it before and will say it 
again 

Poor Bron has become mvolved m a very common paper called Queen^ Not, as 
you’d think, about buggery A sort of whining Taller 

I go to London agam for Hyde Park Hotel vomitonum on Dec 14th Would you 
care to spend evening of 13th with me’ 

An American named Mr D Arms has proposed marriage to my daughter Teresa 
& been accepted She is coming to England ‘to arrange a wedding’ He has no money 
but is said to be kind 

When you say ‘St Edmund’s Chapel’ do you mean the chapel of Teddy Hall ’ 

1 despair of Oxford if I can afford to send them anywhere, shall send my 
younger sons to Cambridge 
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Isjourncv, propcrt> m ihc area they propose to dc\aitate oriron\ 

\ou right, if so 

\ours ever aCfec 
E Waugh 

' Before the ar, 11 the opcninsc of a rc.aurint, pos>ibK the Milmii A>n, I-ord Cavtlcro 

at Randolph Churchill and narrotvlj muMtd Lid V BirVcnhcjd , /„,/„,rcasc 

■MenrjTtGnffith-Joncsfiw ) ,‘',111^^ WorJthomc. in 19^1, 

^Btoidl) correct. Colonel Koch dc Goorev nd tooC the name „a,,l ,,e_ One son Simon, 

ihinLng that 1 Belgian name would be a diiadvanlagc to a ^ peregnne Worsthomc 

called himself Tow nelc) on tnhcnttng pan of the Townclc) estate ' . Waugh betraying 

(. 9 ^ 3 - ). iKcame deputy editor of the Wa> denied, 

pnor knowledge by asking for him by his father’s name at Boodl . j,„e with him in his 

%iughcomplained,‘Is It not the custom when one tcnilcnun invi cs first nbee’’ 

dub, for the host to take the elementary precaution of lommg the dub ml c complained 

‘ Wotsthome’s version ‘After dinner 1 offered Waugh a glass of port ^ replied 

that “this u not the kind of port which Lady Pamcb Berry would wish youWaugh pulled out his 
tither frostily “But it is not Lady Pamcb ofTcnng it to you On hearing , km Peters got 

wall« and began spnnUing fivers all round him ’ He had promise to go 

him out of It . 

Uuberon Waugh had left Oxford after one year and started his career in )0 ism 


To THE Editor of the Spectator 
[Published 18 November 1960] 


Combe Florey House. 


LADY CHATTERLEY 

Sir - Mr Levin' admits to a failure of memory about the 
P^hngs Is he also forgetful of their appearance, or did he p P 
ihetn^ he use 

I remember some of them fairly well I remember the exhibrnon j 

» was there that I realised Lawrence’s incapacity as an artist a ^ 

and^ ’^‘^* 61 e, but I was more respectful of fashion m t ^ miserable 

u was ready to admit that I was obtuse in my judgment u .uprnuldn’t and 

Th. p<K,r fenow couldnT pa.m a> all and had no ■ '^a. , 

e people who applauded his books were equally enthusiastic beautiful 

gan then to understand that a work of art is not a matte materials) but 

^ oughts or expenenemg tendei: emouons (though those are its industry 

of intelligence, skill, taste, proportion, knowledge, 

'Specially discipline No number of disciples compensate for lack 

Yours faithfully 

EVELYN WAUGH 

‘Bernard Levin hadwntten an amele in the entitled ‘The Lady’s Not for Burning’ 



55 ^ THE LETTERS OF EVELYN WAUGH 


To A D Peters Combe Florey House 

25 November [i960] 

Dear Pete 

It sounds as if no one wishes to send me to India m February 
Ghana was a random shot I would like Siam or Borneo or Tierra del Fuego just 
as much 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 


To THE Editor of the Spectator 10 Buckingham Street, 

[Published 9 December i960] WC2 

THE DEATH PENALTY 

Sir, - This, as most modem English disputes, reveals a sharp division between the 
heathen, who believe that physical survival, even in conditions of degradation, is 
preferable to extinction, and Christians who regard life on earth as a time of 
probation leading to an eternity of heaven or hell 

‘Depend upon it, Sir, when a man knows he is to be hanged m a fortnight, it 
concentrates his mind wonderfully ’ 

It would be a great convenience to know well in advance the hour of one’s death 
so that one could ‘concentrate’ on practical and spiritual matters Most of us have 
the irksome and discouraging duty of living each hour as though it were our last 
Only to the very wicked does a merciful society grant this final boon The issue has 
been muddled in the last hundred years by the supposition that only murderers are 
so wicked as to deserve this dramatic chance to ‘concentrate’ There are few of us 
who would not benefit from a fortnight’s ‘concentration’ ending on the gallows - 

Yours faithfully, 

EVELYN WAUGH 


To Viscount Asquith^ Combe Florey House 

15 December i960 

My Dear Asquith 

I hope that you insist on being addressed by your courtesy title by your sisters 
and younger brother That was always the custom in noble families until very lately 
when the use of baptismal names has deplorably crept in 
I repeat 

My Dear Asquith, 

Thank you very much for your interestmg letter ‘Mistral’ is not only the name of 
your ship and of a wind but of a very tedious Provencal poet I hope you will never 
be made to read him 
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I have never been to St Lucia or to Rat Island or Pigeon Island I went once to 
Martinique but that was after the volcano spoilt it Rat Island must be very jolly if 
>ou have a temer to worry the inhabitants I read in a book that your house has a 
tree planted by the Duke of Windsor Do you climb it^ 

I met a general [Robert Lay cock] who had been to visit you who was deeply 
impressed by your & your sisters’ knowledge of classical Greek He said your 
younger brother had been bitten by bugs Younger sons are always cruelly 
neglected in noble families 

I have a son who has written a novel and a daughter who has written pamphlets 
about the 40 martyrs and another daughter who, alas, is to marry a very poor 
American 

I cannot giv e your lov e to every body because I know so few people I have given it 
to all I know and they reciprocate gratefully 

Your handsome cousin Alice [Jolliffe] came to stay a night with us& was taken ill 
Sc staged a week which was nice for us but sad for her 

Your afiec Godfather 
E Waugh 

‘ Raymond Asquith (1952- ) Son ofthe Earl ofOxford and Asquith 


To Lady Diana Cooper Combe Florey House 

24 December i960 

Darling Pug 

It was nice of you to think of your faithful old friend amid all your worries of 
moving house You are never long from my mind and never for a moment from my 
heart I sometimes hear strange travellers tales such as that your butler has been 
assassinated by Algerian terrorists and that you have given your literary prize to an 
octogenarian clergyman. 

I have been indoors all the summer wnting the final volume of war novels 
Nothing to tempt me into the ram As soon as the book is finished I shall make tracks 
for foreign parts - but where ’ The Queen is opening up India as a tourist resort and 
everywhere else is being shut down by politicians 

My daughter Teresa is to marry a studious, penniless American My son, Bron, 
has had an undeserved but gratifying success with a novel and is a dandy with rooms 
m Clarges Street and a thousand cards of invitation & is enjoying himself top hole 
Margaret is my darling still - much prettier again after a time of looking like a toad 
Laura has at last had to give up her herd of cows and mourns them They cost as 
much to keep as a troupe of ballet girls and the horrible pohticians made a law that 
one can no longer charge them against income tax 
Mrs Fleming’s health gives cause for alarm 


All love 
Bo 
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To Christopher Sykes Combe Florey House 

2 January 1961 

Dear Jew 

We greatly enjoyed our visit to your luxurious palace Does your pyw^ always 
wear trousers at luncheon or did she do so on that occasion in order to put the 
Japanese lady ^ at ease ^ I wrote that day ordenng a copy of Brideshead Revisited to be 
sent to me so that I could inscribe it facetiously & forward it to you It has not come 
yet I greatly hope it comes in time for your Epiphany 

Thank you for your noble efforts on behalf of Dr Wodehouse’s exculpation^ I 
have not heard of or from ‘Lindsay Wellington’’* (an assumed name I presume) but 
I shall be very happy to discuss the matter with him though I should naturally 
prefer to do so with you 

July 15th this year is a Saturday Is that a good day to catch the ear of the 
populace^ I would sooner not show them my face 

Mr Wellington should communicate with Mr Peters in arranging for payment 
My pnmary motive is altruistic to pluck up Plum’s drowned honour by the locks 
M Gnsjambon Vert has wntten a very sorrowful novel ^ 

Now here is a bit for PYW 
Dearest Camilla 

It was revealed that you buy furniture professionally May I engage your 
services^ I want 2 very comfortable drawing-room chairs Not just fauteuils (if that 
is the word) for witty frogs to crack jokes m, but pieces in which corpulent novelists 
can doze But they must go with drawing-room furniture Not chintz or modern I 
bet you know someone called Alan Pryce-Jones Well, I was taken to his rooms in 
Albany and sat in just such a chair as I want Would it be called Bergere^ But also 
what Earl [mr] Stanley Gardner calls ‘over-stulfed’ Leather is too hard for my 
delicate frame Needlework would be best It would be rash to say ‘expense no 
object’ but I don’t mind going to £300 for a suitable pair 

Back to Jew 

No I am not interested in fox hunung I suspect that the dogs on the whole rather 
enjoy it and I hate dogs 

Thanking you again, dear Jew and agnostress for your kind entertainment 

I am dear J and A 

Your ever affec servant 
Mrs Broadbent® 

‘ Pretty >oung wife 

^ Helen Homewood, the Australian fiancee of Mart. Sykes 

^ Waugh wished to record a tnbutc to P G Wodehouse, establishing the mnoccnce of his war-nme 
broadcasts Sjkes, empIo>ed by the BBC, was overcoming considerable internal opposition Sec his 
Extlyn Wiiugh p 410 

* Lindsay ellington, then a director of Sound Broadcasting at the bbc 
’ Graham Greene, A Bumt-Out Case, 1961 

He had called Miss Homewood ‘Mrs Broadbent* throughout lunch on Boxing Day, as well as 
pretending to think she was Japanese. 
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To Graham Greene Combe Florey House 

3 January 1961 

Dear Graham 

I have been sent an advance copy of A Bumt-Out Case and read it with deep 
interest I could wnte much of my admiration for your superb description of the 
leper-village and for the brilliance with which you handle the problems of dialogue 
m four languages I particularly admired the sermon of the Father Supenor But I 
am not reviewing it and I want to wnte a personal letter of apology 

I know, of course, how mischievous it is to identify fictional characters with their 
authors, but, taken in conjunction with your Chnstmas story, this novel makes it 
plain that you are exasperated by the reputation which has come to you unsought of 
a ‘Cathohc’ writer I reahse that I have some guilt in this matter Twelve years ago I 
gave a number of lectures here and in Amenca presumptuously seeking to interpret 
what I genuinely believed was an apostolic mission in danger of being neglected by 
people who were shocked by the sexuahty of some of your themes In fact m a small 
way I behaved hke Rycker ‘ I am deeply sorry for the annoyance I helped to cause & 
pray that it is only annoyance, and that the desperate conclusions of Monn^ & 
Querry' are purely fictional ‘ 

Yours ever affectionately 
Evelyn 

‘ Graham Greene characters Greene replied that, foreseeing hostility in the Catholic press, he had 
asked Father Caraman, as editor of The Aionth to gtvc^ Bumt-Out Case to Waugh whose cntiasm, if 
severe, would be founded on unemotional pnnaples *I have always found our points of disagreement - 
as m the case of The Heart of the Matter refreshing or enlightening and miles away from the suburbia of 
the Catholic Herald or The Universe I do reall> assure you that never once have >ou behaved hke 
Rycker ’ Some of Querry’s reactions had indeed been his, but he had wanted ‘to give expression to 
various states or moods of behef or unbelief The doctor represents a settled and easy atheism ’ He 
ended the letter with expressions of affection 


To Elizabeth Pakenham Qimbe Florey House 

4January 1960 [1961] 

Dearest Elizabeth 

Thank you for your charming letter & the promise of your Party Book' which I 
have seen much commended in the papers It hasn’t come yet but I have leamea to 
bear with the sloth of publishers & postmen & shall enjoy it when it comes all the 
more Laura has never given a childrens party in her life Pray God it does not mo\ e 
her to do so 

As you saw Teresa has become engaged to marry an Amencan He is dim & 
studious but she seems to have taken a great liking to him and is ha\ing him 
instructed in the faith 

Bron’s book has had an undeserved success which he is thoroughly enjoying and 
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does not expect to repeat It was nice of you & Frank to go to his party I feared press 
photographers - apparently there were none & I could have gone safely 

It is very interesting that you are sending a boy^ to Cambndge I should never 
have conceived such a thing possible 20 years ago but now I believe it is the better 
place Oxford has gone wrong Do you know what the young call Maurice [Bowra] ^ 
- ‘Old Tragic’ — 

It has been a bad year for the old literary hacks - Elizabeth Bowen, John 
Betjeman, Leshe Hartley down & out of the race, Tony Powell & Nancy Mitford 
just clinging to their saddles but out of control ^ And now Graham Greene has 
wntten a most distressing work 

Did you know that Archbishop Roberts had an audience with the Pope a week 
after Dr Fisher had gone charging in crying ‘Your Hohness, we are making 
History’?'* The Pope said to Roberts, ‘There was another Archbishop from your 
country here the other day Now who was he?’ 

I am sure that your recension of Queen Victoria’s journals^ will have a huge 
success 

I suppose that all your leisure is now taken up with the banking families If vou 
ever have time for old friends do come & see Laura & me 


My love to Frank 
Evelyn 

Now I see a damn fool letter in this morning’s paper from Graham about Laos® He 
seems in a shocking bad way 

Does Edward read the Spectator'^ He must have been surpnsed to see Frank 
descnbed as the head of his faimly? 

' The Pakenham Party Book, i960 
^ Michael Pakenhom (1943- ) 

Time in Rome by Elizabeth Bowen, Summoned by Bells by John Betjeman, Facial Justice by 
L P Hanley, Casanova's Chinese Restaurant by Anthony Powell, Don t Tell Alfred by Nancy Mitford. 
All published in i960 

^Thc ‘counesy call’ paid by Lord Fisher of Lambeth (1887-1972) on John xxiii was the first by an 
Archbishop of Canterbury on a Pope since 1397 Waugh told the story many times 
’ Elizabetit Longford, Victoria Rl, 1964. 

‘ Headed ‘Lessons that were not Icamt’, Greene’s letter protested against Amencan intervention in 
Laos and drew a parallel with German and Italian behaviour in the Spanish Civil War 

’ In a review of her book by Bernard Leviit Frank Pakenham succeeded his brother Edward as Elarl of 
Longford later that year 


To Nancy Mitford Combe Florey House 

4January 1961 

Darling Nancy 

No, no, no You must not think of giving up the novel As I said in all sincerity 
Aljred positively clamours for a sequel * Handy has all the concealed malice of the 
underdog Don’t believe a word he says Reviewers are a paltry lot 
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I ha\e just been editing a little life of La Veuve Clicquot-Ponsardin - very 
interesting ^ I had alwajs vaguely supposed her a woman of the Second Empire 
Did you realise she was born 12 years before the Revolution & widowed in year of 
Trafalgar (Austerlitz to vou), the daughter of a Jacobin deputj, ancestress of three 
dukes' Wine was at first a minor concern, her husband liked trotting round on a 
horse so he paid more attention to his vines than the banking & cloth-weavnng which 
were the source of a veiy' modest fortune But I expect you knew all this 

I hav e not v et had mj teeth out The day cannot, I suppose, be far off You can get 
them drawTi free here but not replaced I don’t much care for Uncle Matthew 
‘dentures’ I believe one can rub ones gums with a preparation which hardens them 
well enough to chew most things Anyway I like soft food & prefer pates & mousses 
to hunks of meat 

What do >ou suppose ‘nouvelle vague’ vague means ^ According to my 
dictionary either ‘vague news’ or ‘new wasteland’ Idiot English reviewers are 
ahvaj s using it 

I bet }ou can’t saj ‘Lovely, lovely i960’ 

All love 
Evelyn 

* Waugh had wntten Yes jourcommiuiist manifesto -ilfredlDon i Tell Al/red],\^yomhcstr\o\c] I 
haNcreviesscd itforafunn} little paper run b> EveKn Gardner’s niece and a bea\er whose name escapes 
me - Rossc' Rose He calls me Eveljn ’ Alan Ross, editor of the London Magazine, had a beard at the 
time 

•Waugh rewTote the translation as well and wrote a preface for The Life and Times of Madame Veuve 
Clicquot-Ponsardin, bj Pnneesse Jacquclme dc Caranun Chiraaj, 1961 


To Graham Greene Combe Florej House 

Sjanuarj 1961 

My Dear Graham 

I fear your secretariate must be working full-blast on Laos but I must interrupt 
them to thank you for the many kind things m j our letter & to make clear a few 
points No answer required 

I was not so dotty as to take Rycker as a portrait of myself I saw him as the 
cancature of a number of your admirers (among whom I counted myself) who have 
tried to force on you a position which you found obnoxious You have given many 
broad hints which we refused to recognise Now you have made a plain repudiation 
You will find not so much ‘hostility’ among vour former fellowship as the regrets of 
Browning for his ‘Lost Leader’ - except, of course, that no one will impute 
mercenary motives 

It was not the Month who wanted me to review A Burnt-Out Case, but the Daily 
^latl They intend to make a splash of it No doubt many papers will do the same I 
don t think y ou can blame people w ho read the book as a recantation of faith To ray 
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mind the expression ‘settled and easy atheism’ is meaningless, for an atheist denies 
his whole purpose as a man - to love &. serve God Only in the most superficial way 
can atheists appear ‘settled & easy’ Their waste land is much more foreign to me 
than ‘the suburbia of The Universe' 

I cannot wish your book success and I will not make a sensational attack on it, 
such as the Mail would relish (At least I suppose they would There was no specific 
invitation to do so in their proposal) 

God forbid I should pry into the secrets of your soul It is simply your public 
performance which gneves me 

Yours ever affectionately 
Evelyn 


To Lady Diana Cooper Combe Florey House 

21 January 1961 

Darling Pug 

It was exhilarating to get a letter from you after how many years of post cards Of 
course I will proudly^ give you another Pot-Boiler to replace stolen copy, but I 
imagine you don’t want to accumulate any more possessions in France I will bring 
It to Red Light Distnct when you are settled there * 

I heard rumours of Susan Mary’s engagement ^ Was there not an Amencan 
journalist named Alsop whom Miss Judy [Montagu] pursued hotly Is it the same^ 
I heard of the engagement because a reporter rang up, of all people, little Meg to ask 
what S M was like Meg drawing on childhood memones said her main mterest was 
acting charades 

The death of Mrs Fleming seems to have been postponed She dined with [me 
the other evening & ate voraciously, drank moderately and talked lucidly 

You may well ask, what about Graham Greene’s Chnstmas story ^ Is he Monn ^ 
He has now produced a novel with a precisely similar character - distinguished 
Papist who has lost his Faith and is disgusted with those who still look to him as a 
leader I have had a sharp little Claudel-Gide correspondence with him which 
ended by my saying ‘Mud in your mild & magnificent eye’ His alienist Dr Strauss 
kicked the bucket last week No one to keep an eye on him now 

I long for India but am chamed to my desk till I have finished novel 

All love 
Wu 

‘ Lady Diana Cooper was moving to Warwick Avenue. 

^ Susan Mary Patten mamed Joseph Alsop in 1961 
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To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

St Valentine [14 February] 1961 


My Dear Ann 

You are my Valentine You have been descnbed in the newspapers as ‘a Tory 
Egena’ by Muggendge I have consulted all available dictionanes & find that Egena 
IS (i) a stream 2) the tutelary deity of childbirth Is this actionable^ I have never met 
anyone except socialists in your house 

I always thought Thunderbird was keen on Coward I am glad the passion is 
reciprocated ^ 

It IS very good news that Perry’s farm baihflfhas been raped I don’t think it can 
be Perry’s work The burnt cork would have left traces Our best news is Edward 
Longford’s death Before the body was cold Frank was telephoning all over the 
United Kingdom trying to promote pubhaty He persuaded me to write a 
panegync in the Observer It was a model of how such a thmg should be done so as 
not to ofiend the family and at the same time reveal the essential absurdity of the 
deceased Young Lord Silchester says he wishes to be known as plain Mr [Thomas] 
Pakenham Not so Mrs Fraser who has leapt out as Lady Antonia 

If Col Donaldson is still with you, pray tell him that at Magdalene College, 
Cambndge, which was refounded & reendowed by his father, a socialist canvasser 
was yesterday soaked in water 

My mind still runs on th6 late Lord Longford It is not known how he has 
disposed his (once considerable) fortune 

It is very painful to me to be in England at this season I am tied to my desk by my 
novel I can’t leave until it is finished I am killing off the characters fast with ‘flying 
bombs’& hope to take Margaret to Monte Carlo by the end of the month 


‘ Noel Ojward had bathed Ian Fleming when he was ill 


Ever your affec coz 
E Waugh 


To John McDougall Combe Florey House 

[28 February 1961] 

Postcard 

Our fnend Louis Auchincloss (who is very much like what I conceive my character 
the Loot’I to be) uses the expression ‘visit with’ in his latest novel It is said by a 
third generation New York millionairess who was brought up in the highest society 
ofNewport 


' In Sword o/i/onour tnlogj 


E 
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To Christopher Sykes Combe Florey House 

4 March 1961 

Bonjour Tnstesse 

Tout va bien chez vous? Votre jcune jolie mane a cnvoye mes chaises a 
Wmcanton en place de Taunton Elle a envie de me chasser fou sans dout^ 

A nos moutons 

Look here, I don’t at all like the arrangement you have made for the Wodehouse 
panegyric It should not be fitted into a space called the World of Books’ It should 
be a STUNT with a place of its own - not ‘Mr Waugh is here as guest understudy for 
Mr Snooks who has a stomach ache’ but ‘Here for the first time in its history the bbc 
IS making an amende for anaent injustice inflicted on a great artist by a low 
pohtiaan Mr W has unworthily been chosen to express the deep contrition of all 
English writers and to tell you what a magnificent fellow Dr Wodehouse is ’ 

I suspect that rats have been at work behind Sir Carleton’s* back Perhaps I 
ought to have gratified his generous wish to give me dinner If this is absolutely 
necessary I could dine with him on i6th or 17th when I come to bid for Holman 
Hunts at Christie’s 

Le corps de Lumumba^ est poum dans sa sepulchre mais son esprit marche en 
avance 

Le journal Times refuse a pubher une lettre de moi disant que les professeurs 
d’histoire moderne a two les deux universities manque I’lmportance des censeurs de 
Westminster 

J’espere que votre sex-hfe est en bonne condition 
Acceptez, cher juif, mes sentiments les plus distingues 

E W 

‘ Sir Hugh Carleton Greene (1910- ) Director General of the bbc 1960-9 Brother of Graham 
^Patnee Lumumba (1925-61) First premier of the independent Congo He had been killed the 
month before 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

27 March 1961 

Dear Ann 

I am just off to the monks at Downside for my Holy Week retreat I will pray for 
you 8c for poor Thunderbird m pnson 

D Jackson' is not a fnend of mine Nor for that matter is his sister m law Debo 
GaitskelH is no friend either, nor of my children I think Donaldson took him to a 
party of Bron’s I did not mention Bron’s engagement when I came to call because I 
was on my way to interview Lady Onslow 3 I regard it as a highly imprudent 
undertaking but I have no authority to forbid it as I have no money to settle The 
girl is pretty and seems sharp I served at Windsor for a short time with Mick 
Dillon her uncle, & liked him very much indeed A P G Wodehouse character 
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who has latch become a fervent Catholic This has not softened Lady Onslow’s 
heart towards the Church You ma> judge Mick’s intellect b} the following 
anecdote An order came that we were to have the numbers of our vehicles painted 
on the nm of the wheels Mick fell into a rage with his corporal-of-horse saying 
‘The man has not onlj painted the numbers at the bottom instead of the top but 
he has done it upside down ’ 

Mar> Herbert thought the Evan Charteris caricature^ unrecognisable I know 
the James'* one well but not who has it I think it was in Guedalla’s collection - if so 
Its at Oxford 

Meg is making herself obnoxious in London b> moving about with a train of riff¬ 
raff who break into people’s houses & eat all the food in their larders & drink all their 
whisky 

I am glad you are reconciling yourself to Esmond before his death 
If will be a convenience to little Old Kaspar to inherit, now that T Bird is on the 
rocks 

My daughter Teresa has returned from Massachusetts very lean & spotty I too 
had envisaged a card 

The Earl & Countess of Onslow 
& 

Mr & Mrs Waugh 

request the pleasure of your company 
at the marnages of their daughters 
Teresa, 

to Mr A Waugh and Mr J D’Arms respectively 

but, alas, it seems T Onslow will not become Catholic so she & Bron would not be 
admitted to the sanctuary but would have to stand outside the rails This would 
cause offense to Lady Onslow Both weddings fill me with gloom 

I have been reading the report of the Lady dial ter ley trial What rot was talked' 
It IS odd that both sides thought decency a Victorian invention In the i8th century 
‘damn’ was printed ‘d—n’ and Wilkes was turned out of the House of Commons for 
pnvately circulating an erotic poem Perhaps you were abroad when it occurred (I 
mean Chatterley tnal not Wilkes’s expulsion) If so get the Penguin report 
I thought O’Neill much prettier when I saw him in your house 
I got the two Holman Hunts - cheap & nasty 

Ever voursaffec 
E 

‘Professor Deret. Jackson (iqo6- ) Scientist Mamed to Pamela Mitford 1936-51 to Janetta 
Woollcj 1951-6 

‘ Hugh Gaitskcll (1906-63) Leader of the Labour Part> from 1955 
Pamela Dillon (1915- ) Mamed 1936-62 to the Earl of Onslow Auberon Waugh was engaged to 
their daughter Lad> Teresa 
‘ Viscount Dillon (1911- ) 

^A drawing of Ann Fleming’s uncle b\ Max Bcerbohm 
Hcnty James, shown listening at a door 
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To A D Peters Combe Florey House 

4 April 1961 

Dear Pete 

I have finished the novel - now called, did I tell you ^ Unconditional Surrender I 
hope to send you a typescript by the end of the week I don’t think the last as good 
as the first § I shall be interested to hear your opinion I am sending a carbon direct 
to Jack McDougall I have had, as you know, £1500 advance How much more can 
I hope for ^ £1,000^ Will you please send your copy to Little Brown ’ 

I am sure that the three war books together would make a film with Alec 
Guinness as lead I know A G would like to act in a book of mine If you think it 
desirable, will you have a typescnpt made of your copy & send it to A G ^ He clearly 
has to make plans in advance & I don’t suppose proof copies will be available before 
August at the earliest 

I don’t think I shall write another novel for five or six years Jack McD has 
practically retired from C & H and I feel no loyalty towards his successors I am 
therefore open to offers & still more, to suggestions for non-fiction work I 
understand C & H have been taken over by a Jew ^ Could he be induced to make an 
extravagant bid to take me over' I might write a 3 volume autobiography over ten 
years 

I think It would be useful (I know it would be pleasant) if we met If I come to 
London next week or at the week-end, should I find you there ^ 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

‘ A Mr Samuel had made an unsuccessful attempt to take over Assoaated Book Publishers into which 
Chapman & Hall had been absorbed 


To Father Philip Caraman^ Combe Florey House 

5 April 1961 

Your Reverence, 

I am happy to report a signal favour granted me by the intercession of the XL 
Martyrs 

I have a daughter to whom I was tenderly attached and who in her youth seemed 
to reciprocate my affection I obtained highly respectable employment for her in 
London & highly respectable lodging with a Catholic family In spite of these 
advantages she soon gave me cause for anxiety She took to the use of tobacco & 
spints, fell into low company and despite generous wages has repeatedly had to be 
rescued from debt Her appearance is slatternly She gave up writing to me, though 
she had solemnly promised to do so frequently 

I took my sorrow to the XL Martyrs asking for a change of heart in this girl but 
without result 

I then changed my prayer & asked that I might become detached from her and 
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,nd.fferent to her .ngratuude s. lack of natural aftecnon Th.s 

ansvsered I no longer care boss dirt> her finger natls are or how disorder!) her 

habits I no longer ha%e the wish to visit her I hope vou will see fit to include this 

favour in jour bulletin 

1 am >our reverence’s obedient servant 
Teresa Pinfold 

. W„„» .h. inclrigc ,lu. h» d.«sh.gr .. Fg.h.r ^c»r,. could uod 

would intercept the letter 


To A D Peters 
[19 April 1961] 
Postcard 


Combe Florej House 


Titles for Bradford to choose from T 4 r.nniir’ 

‘Depths and Shoals of Honour’, ‘Shoals of ““"f 

‘Honour comes a pilgnmgrej’ ‘Guv Crouchback , The n o e . 

‘The Sword’ ‘A Sword’ ‘Quixote in Modem Dress Or if he prefers Un 
Tom’s Cabin & the Seven Dwarfs ’ 


Also ‘It was a Famous Victor)’* d jr j „r 

. ,s culled Tdc M «/ * B.UI, ,n ,hc Umicd 

Liiflc, B,.,u hud pumicd ou. .hu. ihc Cngluh „il= hud bcc. u«d .hen ihu. >e.r 
Cfau/ej uud IFeup... eurher 'Which help ihe poo, ,e.,e.enunden.uhd 

Thit’s reall) ill that matters ’ 


To Daphne Fielding 
22 May 1961 


Combe Florey House 


°“how tern of you .0 scud me your lovely novel- I hove read ,t w„h dehgh, d. 

admiration Thank you, thank you a t^,, „ 

Its a painter’s book, isn’t it'' Like Giles’s’ All those fine visual impressions Also a 

cook’s - all that luscious food As for wnting it is as though Norman Douglas 
Nancy Mitford and Ernest Hemingway had sat down tight to a paper ganie v o 
panicular jewels I envied - the girl sticking the straws from her nn in ^ a 
and the student arguing to himself about incest on a tape recor e 
objections It is a vulgar error to suppose that Jesuits are unscrupu oi^ as to 
‘means’ (2) Chap couldnt knock head off a clay bust There is always an elaborate 
wire structure (armature’) inside (3) Men don’t hunt in caps wit rat-catc er 
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bowlers or what my hatter calls ‘reinforced Cokes’ Minor point a thing can’t be 
‘soporific making’, ‘soporific’ includes the ‘making’ 

I was delighted when the dog perished in agony What do you mean, he was the 
only one’ There was a whole pack of fox hounds enjoying themselves top hole I 
wish Sheridan had been stung to death by wasps 1 like a book in which justice is 
seen to be done & the bad are punished It was very perverse of you to give him a 
young, pretty, docile, rich bride 

What leaves an old pro like me aghast is your prodigality In your bounteous 
way you have squandered six books in one You have used almost everything that 
has happened in the last twelve years Its lovely for us but what will you do when 
you come to write another’ And we shall all clamour for another 

I have written to Spectator asking to be allowed to review it but there has been 
a change of management and I don’t know the new young gentlemen I should like 
to give public utterance to my appreciation 

My life at the moment is hideously overshadowed & agitated by weddings I have 
a daughter marrying a studious & penniless yank in a fortnight and hard on that a 
son marrying a pretty, well endowed English girl But the turmoil & expense are 
damnable 

Love to Xan 
Evelyn 

Do you think Smartv Boots Connollv will think he is ‘Sheridan’ No wasps on 
Boots He is selling all his private correspondence to d’Avigdor Goldsmid* 

Diana is very low spirited Lost not only all her furniture en route from Chantilly 
but the new radiators in her new house taken out by burglars But I expect you 
know 

Its awfully touching how Bog Rose is only happy leading her daughters hunting 
Brought tears to my dry old eyes 

Yesterday’s Express said you learned writing on Max’s knee You write much 
better than his other pupils But, you know, you do need a tutor There are technical 
imperfections which any old hack would put right in exchange for a kiss on the 
brow 

' The Adonis Garden 

^Not true But Sir Henry d’Avigdor-Goldsmid did help Connolly financially from time to time and 
paid for his treatment during his last prolonged illness, observing ‘Cynl is dying beyond my means ’ 
Connolly sold his manuscripts, but the bulk, of his letters was in his library when he died Waugh asked if 
he could buy his own letters at market-price 


To Christopher Sykes Combe Florey House 

9 June [1961] 

Dear Genocide, 

I enclose the fair copy of my oration 

Thank you for your letter It is not clear to me that you are fully aware of the 
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obligations \ou ha\e incurred bv summoning me to London I will come bv the 
tram jou recommend & look, out for \ou at Paddington If jou are not there I will 
return to Taunton It was noton this train that I w^shcd jou to engage a seat for me 
but on the return journev, now postponed a dav through the ambition of St Regis 
Greene ’ You have to book spacious & quiet rooms for me for the nights of 19th & 
2oth You will have to fetch me from these rooms on the morning of 20th, also in the 
evening How will jou entertain me dunng the rest of mj visit' No stnp tease 
please I am told there are some facetious universitj graduates named ‘the Fringe’- 
You might get a box for them on 19th You will have and draw a large special grant 
for mj entertainment I have latclj been put to grievous expense bv the marriage of 
mj daughter^ and I cannot let mjself be out of pocket as the result of mj' visit to 
BBC 

Mrs Rodd is meditating about death 

Your obedient servant 
Bernard Walej-Cohen ^ 

' Sir Hugh Cailcton Greene had aisled Waugh and Sjlcs to dinner after the recording 

^ BeyonJ the Fringe v,uh Alan Bennctr, Peter Cook, Jonathan Miller and Dudle) Moore had opened in 
Maj Tickets were not a\ailablc 

‘Teresa had tnamed John D’Amu the week before. 

‘ Bernard Walcj-Qihen (1914- ) Aneighbour Lord Ma) or of London 1960-1 


To Nancy MitfORD Combe Florey House 

9 June 1961 

Darling Nancy 

At the moment of death each individual soul is judged and sent to its appropriate 
place - the saints straight to heaven, unrepentent sinners to Hell, most (one hopes) 
to Purgatorj where in extreme discomfort but confident hope we shall be prepared 
for the presence of God Our bodies remain on earth & decay Only Our Lord’s St 
Our Lady’s bodies were assumed into a different order of existence All this is quite 
straightforward It is called ‘the Particular Judgment’ You will remember that Our 
Lord said to the penitent thief‘TAw day thou shall be with me in paradise’ It has 
never been suggested that his body did not follow the normal course of mortality 

The Last or General Judgment is something quite different 5 e very mysterious It 
IS the end of the world and of time It may happen at any moment now or in the 
remote future The Chnstians of the first century seem to have expected it 
momentanly At the Last Judgment those still living will be judged there & then 
There is no appeal for us who have died earlier from our particular sentences The 
change will be our reunion with our bodies What comprises these bodies no one 
claims to know They will be individual, recognizable and free from the defects of 
our present bodies In 13th century it was generally held that these bodies would 

ave full physical existence - position, weight etc Modern theologians think these 
terms poetic & metaphorical No one pretends to understand the mechanics of the 



S68 THt l ETTERS Ot- EVU YN WAL'OH 


change The csbcniul principle is ihar v,^. art uof, as ^lf)^t oricntaK hclicie. spiriJual 
beings temporarily encumbered with a body which we gladlv shed J< then lose our 
personalities in some all embracing soul Gml had to become nun !t take a body to 
show us this The body is not sinipK a source of sensation, tcmputiun, pain & 
decrepitude It is us 

Besides heaven, hell & purgatorv there is gcncrallv believed (though not 
dogmatically defined) [to bej limbo where the unbaptistd noble savages go ITcv 
never enjoy the beathie vision N'either do thev sutfer the pains oj hell 

It IS generally believed that children under 7 are ine'apable ol mortal sin I he 
Cure d’Ars said of a child of 5 ‘Its lucky she died when she did .She will have a long 
time in purgatory Had she lived she would have been damned She wa^ lar gone in 
sin ’ 

Bossuet’s de*ath' was indeed a sad loss to the C hurch 1 am surprised vou have 
only lately heard of it 

I am havinga grievous time with weddings A daughter last week, a son at the end 
of the month Most fatiguing and costly 

Love from 
tvelyn 

If you arc gravely concerned about the problem ol the reunion of soul i. body I will 
look up a sermon of Ronald’s which makes as much sense of it as reuson can 
' In 1704 


To Nancy Mitford Combe Horey House 

19 June 1961 

Darling Nancy 

No, you haven’t got it quite right The body is an essential part of us That 
doesn’t mean we must pamper it St Paul says ‘bring it into subjection’ like 
schooling a horse There are two contrasting heresie*s - Boots who thinks his 
beautiful body is made to be crammed with rich food and covered with kisses&. lady 
Astor' who thinks her body is an illusion Good people (not I) whack themselves 
with chains & wear hair shirts, just to remind themselves forcibly that they arc not 
all soul 

If the Col you speak of is Col Bill Stirling Sc he remembers he is Hatty’s 
godfather, remind him he has not yet sent her a christening present still less any 
tokens of affection at Christmas He was a rich man when I asked him to stand 
sponsor Now I fear he has ruined himself at cards He was a very indulgent 
commander to me at one stage of the war 

Can t advise anything to read -1 am fortunate in hav ing such a bad memory that 
I can read the same detective story every six weeks and still wonder who the 
murderer will be 

Bron’s young lady is pretty and has a little money Alas she is one of the most 
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nresom= l.nds of pro.Ktant - she can't see the d.ffetence between het Chutch ^ 
Popes and has to be resttained from maUng sactdegious commumons in foreign 

Wonr™ « Smn, (Editions du Send) b) D Peaetil That will show how good 

H^nmGumnet' received in the Church It is rumoured that Enc Dudlej' 

" Oh to! hart" go to London today Hotnble place m the summer 

Love 

E 

.« 3 -tS » Henty (Onps) Cta.o. md ,n » 


To W.J IGOE 
4 August [1961] 
Postcard 


Combe Florey House 


Thank you for your letter May I commend two points »^ 
character of all the Crouchback family of withdrawal from the 7 ;“' “ “ ^ ” 
mad Ivo, at tts highest m the father This explains much of Guy s » 
the wotid in the army a) The idea that God creates no man without a special 
purpose Guy’s was to rescue Tnmmet's son from a disastrous upbringing 


Thank you again for your kind interest 

EW 


To Nina Bourne^ 
6 September iq6i 


Combe Florey House 


Thank vou for sending me Catch 22 I am sorry that ^ 

much It has many passages quite unsuitable to a lady s rea ing ^-icular the 

from tndelicacj but from prolixity It should be cut by about a a 

activities of‘Milo’ should be eliminated or greatly reduced 

You ate mistaken m calling it a nmel It is a coUectton of sketches - often 

repetitious - totally without structure 

Much of the dialogue is funny ootrupnon, cowardice and 

You may quote me as saying inis exposure f 
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mavility of Amencan officers will outrage all friends of your country (such as 
myself) and greatly comfort your enemies ’ 

Yours truly, 

Evelyn Waugh 

‘ Nina Bourne of Simon and Schuster had sent Joseph Heller’s first novel to Waugh for comment 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

[September 1961 ’] 

Dearest Ann 

Thank you for your letter 

I think your new fnend (like so many of them) must be an impostor Praed died in 
1839 leaving 2 daughters (from one of whom Douglas Woodruff descends)' It is 
possible, I suppose, that the younger daughter bore a son at the age of 45 and that he 
took his mother’s name for reasons of soaal advantage and is now botanizing in 
Switzerland at the age of 78 - but it sounds fishy Whatever his origin he is correct 
on the subject of the Loch Ness Monster It was seen by the late Abbot of Fort 
Augustus 

Oddly enough I knew that Poor Louis^ had tacked himself on to Chaplin I was 
smoked out of my hole last week by the Pixton junketings and heard the news in 
London from Diana who was proud that her loyal boy should have made so good 
We (Diana and I) went to the theatre and saw a bnlliant new (to me) actress named 
Maggie Smith ^ We couldn’t get seats and then said ‘How about a box‘Oh, yes, of 
course there’s always a box Do you really want oner’ So we sat cheek by jowl with 
Maggie Smith and admired her feverishly A stage box is the ideal place for a party 
of two The trouble is that people think that when they have paid four or five 
guineas they must pack it and then no one can see or stretch his legs Well Miss 
Smith IS a fair treat and the two little plays she is in give her a chance to show it She 
will become famous Perhaps she is already and it is like mj saying ‘Keep your eye 
on a clever young Amencan called T S Eliot 

From London I went to visit Pam Berry She had an Amencan picture dealer 
there and soaahsts came to dinner No sign of Michael Pam complained a great 
deal that everyone was dull, dirty, drunk She wishes to overturn the monarchy and 
set Lady Harewood up as First Lady Her condemnations, so vehement as to be 
scarcely rational, ranged from the Knights of the Garter to the Marydebone Cncket 
Club I said ‘You are like Philip Egahte’, ‘My favourite man’ but I found that all she 
knew of him was his portrait as a child at Waddesdon Have you been there ^ Very 
oppressive It is like being Alice, after she shrank, in the Wallace Collection 
Everything superb but twice its proper size Pam, ‘We ought to give all these back to 
Versailles E ‘If the frogs have no king, they have no right to have a palace ’ P ‘Oh, 
how can you be so reactionary'’’ From there to Claydon where the Enghsh rococo 
seemed light as down 

From Pam to Penelope Betjeman A sharp contrast All the time I was with her 
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Penelope ne\er said a disagreeable thing about anyone We tsent with the 
Woodruffs to L} ford (the house w here Campion was taken pnsoner) It belonged to 
the Woodruffs for 30 > ears but alwajs let to a farmer Now two rich pious spinsters 
base bought it, laid parquet floonng, exposed oak beams, smothered the place with 
white paint and attempting to make a popish pilgrimage centre have made a 
Maidenhead villa But all the time Mia was saying ‘Just what Douglas and I always 
wanted to do if we could have afforded it’ When the spinsters rebuilt the roof they 
found a unique relic, an Agnus Dei (wax medallions cast and blessed by the Pope) of 
Campion’s date still wrapped in the paper in which it had been tucked away when 
the pursuivants searched the house An object, to me, of greater interest than 
anything at Waddesdon It was sad for the Woodruffs to know that they had owned 
It for 30 years unawares 

Paul Betjeman* is in a third class ja/z band touring American bases in France 
His great ambition is to become a second class bandsman This can only be attained 
by a three year course of study in U S A A strange grandson for a Field Marshal 

Penelope drove me home, stopping often for ginger beer on the road, and she 
could not utter the words ‘kiss’ or ‘feet’ Yesterday she ran through the crowded 
gallery crying ‘Oh look, Bo, here’s another cunt’ 

My morning paper tells me poor Ed is to marry’ again * His bride seems to 
be famous - not to me 

Your account of Pakenham fascinated me It was very well formed when I used to 
stay there Until his marriage Frank used to be allowed to give a party there once a 
year Edward and Christine used to hate us all but we gave them subjects for 
conversation for the ensuing year I wrote an obituary of Edward in the Observer 
recalling these jolly days That barge was always a death trap, so were the horses I 
daresay the stables are empty now Mr Paul Johnson^ is a Sionyhurst boy, 
reclaimed to the Faith Frank has a hero worship of him Perhaps he discerns pnson 
fodder 

Janet Kidd (Aitken-Campbell-Montagu)’ has a ball on Saturday - we have a 
house full for it. I have bought Laura an engine for washing plates It’s arrival here 
has been like one of those early Bolshevist films when a tractor came to a primitive 
village All worship it Since our last servants left washing-up has been a great bore 

Picasso will celebrate his 80th birthday by giving £2,000,000 worth of daubs to 
Barcellona Barcelona^ That should draw the criminal classes and offend the 
communists Your Australian buffoon. Cooper®, has been wntmg letters to The 
Times 

I was boasting that the whole tourist season had passed without a single Amencan 
fan intruding on us I spoke too soon Today a Californian judge and his wife will 
m I shall talk to him of Erie Stanley Gardner 

Yours ever affec 
E 


Ann Fleming h»d desenbed an acquaintance as ‘grandson of the poet’ 

^Paul-LouisWciller 

^5»ggie Smith, whom Waugh had not remarWed in a small part m Rhinoceros, had succeeded in revue 
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and was now succeeding in comedy The play was Peter Schaffer’s The Private Ear and The Public Eye 
with Kenneth Williams 

■•Paul Betjeman (1937- ) He had gone to America and become a Mormon for a time 

^Lord Stanley married Kathleen Wnght, then Lady Crane, that year Her fortune derived from the 
manufacture of bicycles 

‘Paul Johnson (1928- ) Editor of the New Statesman 1965-70 

’Janet Aitken (1908- ) Daughter of Lord Beaverbrool, mamed 1927-34 to Ian Campbell, later 

Duke of Argyll, 1935-40 to William Montagu, and in 1942 to Major Edward Kidd 

“Douglas Cooper (1911- ) Art critic and historian 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

23 September [igbi] 

My Dear Ann 

You say ‘R S V P ’ but give no address Perhaps someone will forward this 
It is very kind of you to ask me& red nose* to Golden Eye Alas, I fear we shall be 
on our way home by the time you amve there Esmond’s bounty [Daily Maif] is 
good for two months rum drinking - not more 

Mrs Kidd’s ball was very lavish - nothing remarkable if it had been in Surrey but 
sensational in Somerset Two bands, one of niggers & one of buggers, a cabaret, an 
oyster bar in the harness room, stables flood lit, much to discomfort of the horses 
One bit an Amencan pomographer^ who tned to give it vodka 

Mrs Kidd (calling herself the Hon Mrs Edward Kidd, which of course she isn’t) 
announced in The Times the names of those who gave dinner parties She included 
Lord Hinchingbrooke^ who came with one daughter& ayoung man. Lady Colyton'* 
who wasn’t there, and a man named Duncan^ who was complaining bitterly that he 
had had no dinner at all having just amved by train to stay with Mrs Kidd A 
neighbouring prep school master had put up 12 total strangers but his name was not 
included There was a great surplus of women At one stage of the evening I found 
myself like the jeune premier of an old fashioned musical comedy with ten rather 
pretty girls surrounding me 

I had never before met Lady Jean Campbell^ and was fascinated She came to us 
next day bringing the bitten pornographer He might have stepped straight from 
your salon - a swarthy gangster just out of a mad house where he had been sent after 
the attempt to cut his wife’s throat ’ It is his first visit to England His tour is Janet 
Kidd, Randolph, Ian Argyll He will be able to write a revealing pornogram of 
English life 

Your protege Angus Wilson has written an admirable novel® which the reviewers 
have all abused 

I was faced with having to abandon writing because the people who made Rehef 
mbs have taken to making them in a new way But I have found a cache of nearly 500 
of the old stock which should last me ten years After that time I shall be blind and 
palsied & reduced to dictation 

Mrs Whistler Morgan^ wrote me a jollj decent letter 

Harriet has returned from Beirut and is now on our hands Rather pretty, full of 
tnergv, quite mindless What can be done with her^" I wish you could find a 
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solution In happier dajs she could ha\e been sent to Malta to marrj a sailor Diana 
has weakened m her readiness to accept a companion She (Hatty) is a good girl with 
no aptitudes 

Meg IS here completing the biography of her sainted ancestor Philip Howard ^ ° 1 
am beginning to fnghten her with tales of snakes, stingray, pirai, betes rouges and 
other denizens of the Guianas 


Youraffec cousin 
Evelyn 

' \lirgarcf 

Norman Mailer (1923- ) Amencanwntcr Mamed to Lad\ Jeanne Campbell 1962-3 Hisbooks 
at this time included The Naked and the Dead 1948, and Advertisements Jor Myself 1959 

^Viscount Hinchingbrookc (1906- ) Succeeded as Earl of Sandwich in 1962, disclaimed the title in 

1964. 

'Barbara Bart mamed first Charles Addams, the New 'torker cartoonist,and in 1956 Lord Coljton, 
who as Henrj Hopkinson had been Consersative mp for Taunton, Waugh’s consiituencj, 1950-6 

^RonaldDuncan(1914- ) Writer 

* Lady Jeanne Campbell (1928- ) Daughter of Mrs Kidd and her first husband, the Duke of Argy 11 

’ Norman Mailer comments ‘The horse did bite roc on the finger but I was not feeding him vodka, 
lust patting his nose 1 did not cut my wife’s throat Jean Campbell asked me what I thought of 
him IWaugh] and I said “Lots of fun Much sweeter to me than 1 expected’’ ’ 

‘ The Old Men at the Zoo, 1961 

’Fionn O’Neill mamed John Morgan a diplomat that tear 

‘“Philip Howard, died 1595 in the Tower of London The pamphlet was published b\ the office of 
vicc-postulation 


To THE Editor of the Spectator Combe Florey House 

13 Oaober [1961] 


OLD MEN AT THE ZOO 

Sir, - Can you find space for a second opinion on Mr Angus Wilson’s latest novel. 
Old Men at the Zoo''/ I read the book with keen delight and admiration and have 
since been dismayed by the reviews I have seen, of which Mr John Mortimer’s^ m 
your columns is typical I have only the most shadowy personal acquaintance with 
Mr Wilson and none at all with his publishers My only motive m wnting to you is 
the fear that the public may be discouraged from reading what seems to me a very 
fine book 

Your readers have already been given some indicatiorr of the plot Few critics, 
including your own, seem to have appreciated the technical achievement of its 
inincate structure There are not so many master craftsmen among the post-war 
novelists that we can afford to neglect them I have always admired Mr Wilson’s 
^ 1 k bur hitherto with certain reservations of sympathy and suspensions of 
credulity As Mr Mortimer remarks, he has desenbed ‘a small and creepy world ’ It 
ould be an occasion for rejoicing that he has now chosen a larger and (to me) more 
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plausible milieu All his new characters, major and minor alike, seem to me 
brilliantly observed and drawn Nothing in the narrative is haphazard Every 
incident has significance The least successful scene is the one which some critics 
(not Mr Mortimer) have singled out for praise - the party after the young keeper s 
funeral which is most like Mr Wilson’s earlier work Reviewers should welcome 
vanety and development in a w riter 

Mr Mortimer opens his review by deploring the tendency to regard writers as 
authorities on questions of morals, politics and philosophy I think he confuses two 
issues On one I agree with him Some days ago there appeared in The Tiw/w a letter 
signed by a number of well-known writers (Mr Wilson among them) protesting 
against the arrest of an Angolan poet Injustice, if injustice has been committed, is 
equally deplorable whether the victim is a poet or a peasant I do not believe that all 
the signatories were familiar with this poet’s work or had even heard his name 
before being invited to subscribe I do not believe they all had knowledge of 

the circumstances of his arrest This seems to me an example of ‘pressure’ being 
brought on them ‘to pontificate’ But Mr Mortimer’s condemnation is wider 
‘Many writers,’ he says, ‘are not very good at anything except writing and the value 
of their work is often not to be judged by the quality of their thoughts ’ But writing 
is the expression of thought There is no abstract writing All literature implies 
moral standards and criticisms - the less explicit the better 

Mr Mortimei’s second confusion is in his use of ‘symbolism ’ In a novel the 
symbols are meiely the furniture of the story They are not to be taken allegorically 
as in Pilgrim's Progress They are not devised consciously but arise spontaneously in 
the mood of composition 

Thirdly, and this is most important, Mr Mortimer and all the critics I have read 
have been trapped by the date - 1970 It was audacious of Mr Wilson to put his 
story into the near future and, as things turn out, injudicious, for Old j\len at the Zoo 
is not a novel like Brave New World or ig84 in which a warning is offered of the 
dangers to posterity if existing social tendencies fructify Mr Wilson postulates no 
new scientific devices His characters live and speak in the present or in the recent 
past 

A novelist has a difficult task in fixing his characters in histoncal time Many - I 
think if one counted them up one would find most — good novels are set in the past 
Public events intrude on private lives It is very difficult to write a novel about 1961 
which can give any indication of the final destiny of the characters, and it is with 
their final destiny that their creator is primarily, if unobtrusively, concerned Mr 
Wilson informs us that he does not think the public events of his book are likely to 
occur If I read him right, he is concerned with what might have happened, rather 
than with \\ hat will happen Consciously or unconsaously he has written a study of 
i 938 ~ 4 - The causes of his war are deliberately made absurd He required a war for 
his plot and the war he has given us is what many Englishmen feared at the time of 
Munich The> were gntn wildK exaggerated notions of the impending disaster 
Gas, microbes and high explosive would devastate the kingdom Communications 
would cease Famine would ensue We should capitulate and the victors would 
impose a Na/i regime The young may find it hard to believe, but that was m fact the 
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What he IS concerned nv uh, and vs hat he so bnlhantly portrav s, .s the working 
machinery on the lives of his characters 


EVECVN WAUGH 


' John Moriimer( 19 : 3 - ) qr and plajv'right 


rr^ T' T' .r-T 'imcc Combe Florc) Housc 

To THE Editor of The 1 . imes 
13 October 1961 

INDEXES 

S,r, - You saj ,u jour Icad.UE an.cic ,oda>, “No one has ovor suggested that novels 

should have indexes” u ^ k, Grosser 

I possess a translation of Tolstov’s fienirrerr/nn, published b) 1 

and Dunlap of New Yorh and "'Hustrated fron. the photop a, ^prod^^^^^^^ 

Inspiration Pictures Inc ", which has a particularly c ici ou g„ ggi^een 

,s “Adultery, .3, 53,68,70", <6= last is “Why ‘‘7“^ ' ofl’s 

them occur such Items as Cannibalism, Dogs, Goo i 

position, Seduction, Smoking, Spies, and Vegetananism 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 
fvfj.YN WAUGH 


To Graham Greene 
26 October [1961] 


Combe Florey House 


Dear Graham u t 1 T have already read it with 

Thank you very much indeed for your note boo As\ouknow 

intense interest (which I have lamely tned to express m t e pec a shocking 

Burnt-Out Car. shocked me It is very interesting to note that 
features were in your mind when you began your search for a 

come to you in the Congo exuberantly 

I wish you had been at the dinner for Harol There were 

malicious & the food & wine (chosen by John Sutro) were 

some very sinister smiling strangers at the table but the 0 _ 

1 am sorry you are not going to Abyssinia No sex t ere cer daughter 

hideous women-but plenty of odd religion Why not come wit ^ 

Margaret to British Guiana’ Sailing Nov 26th in Stella Po arts 

nfe there I believe n..^rrv’<: I alwavs 

Miss no Dame Rose Macaulay’s ‘faith’ seems as shaky as Q. ry 
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thought of her as the last spinster Do >ou think her adulters was an hallueination'^ 
I am delighted that vour protegee M Spark is doing so well 
Do come to Guiana We could keep Christmas on Devil s Island 

Love from 
Evelvn 

' Graham Grctm., In Starch oj a Character Ftro ^ifrican Juurnals, ifjhi 

Letters to a FrienJ,cducdb\ ConsianccBabington Smith j(>6i,ioldofanafTairand 
of Dame Rose’s difficultv m reconciling u v.ith her religious beliefs 


Tom Driberg Combe Florev House 

SS Simon and Jude [28 October] 1961 

Dear Tom 

I am deeply touched by your remembering my birthday It is an appalling 
thought that I may live as long again as the time since I wrote my first novel and then 
be no older than that disgusting old Picasso (How cnjojable that his Australian 
clown* got stabbed Johnn> Rothenstem I presume) 

No umbrage at the New Statesman article ^ How could ] mind anything so 
largely composed of my own words^ The last two sentences are sill> but no doubt 
written by your understrapper I have never sought to disguise mv parents’ 
circumstances As I remember it the television fellow was asking me about my 
childhood not my adolescence When my father built his little house at North End it 
was almost as rural as Combe Florey - much more rural than Stinchcombe when 
you visited me The tube had not reached Golders Green & there were fields all 
round us Not that it matters 

If you have had the patience to read my last book& have, as you promised, noted 
mispnnts & mistakes, I should be most grateful for a list of them 
Was any biography of J F Roxburgh ^ ever wntten ■* 

I go to Bntish Guiana in a months time to retread old steps Is Mr Jagan'* a crony 
of yours ^ I hear he is coming to London to borrow money I can’t lend him an> but I 
should like to meet him if you are on terms to ask him to luncheon, I could come up 
Warn him I am no socialist & shall be wntmg articles for the Daily Matl In fact, 
from what I remember of 29 years ago, the coastal belt of B Guiana might benefit 
from socialism, not the intenor where my interests he 

Roger F ulford was guest of honour at an Old Boys’ dinner A general called Evitts 
wrote to me to ask who he was Who was Evitts ’ ^ 

I am very glad you employed that ‘Vicky’* to caricature me No danger of being 
accosted in trains by strangers who recognize it Why are there no cancatunsts 
nowadays’ 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

' Elougbs Cooper was found stabbed outside Nimcs John Rothenstem had once struct. Cooper at a 
party at the Tate Gallery of which he was director 
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j I i, Tr.rr, nrihiT!* Hc disowncd the last two sentences which are 

might suppose, of Stout Party 

Roiburgh of Sloire, iqf>S~ 

.t' r.:rr:r. w ;?,,s » m..»o .rs.pp.» 

thcwar Kmghtcdin 1951 

‘Victor Wcisz (1913-66) £rfmng5tu«i/urJ cartoonist from 1954 


(^mbe Florey House 

To Nancy Mitford 
[October 1961] 

° YSrd?herom= m ch.ld-bmh ■ Tha. ,s a vary rare occurrence Several chaps 
I knew were bombed in the chapel at Wellington Barrac 

Onh Box-Bender thought the ending happ\ ..pnerv 

Nabokov^ ma> make an opera oi Pmfold if I may sing in f^ 

I was in London for Vzs and agree they were not at all J 

through during V is and got the upper class ladies 

lower orders jeered at Sir Winston I certainly 

discussing whether they ought to pray for Vis not to a ^ ^ mean 

1 made bourgeon Box Bender and Elderbury bugger>- .f bj .hat tern, you mean 

‘‘'“"■P Love from 

Evelyn 

And especial love .0 jour poor eyes Have you no one to .^d to ^ 

everyone would The French are such selfish hogs Think how w 

Beatty , i 

' Nancy Mitford had wntten of Virginia Troy’s death in t^'wcep^My^lI 

one knew were never killed in raids - I mean no human being of any sort a would be 

[Mj-rtle Farquharson, who mamed Robin d ErlangerJ So there is an unreali y ^ 

the first to point out m the work of another Still I’m glad about the ppy^ 

^NicholasNabokov(1904-78) Composer Cousinasdunngtheair- 
^ Nancy Mitford had wntten ‘I’ve never despised the Eng is bugger ’ 

raids- they were lamentable —they used to come into the shop, y 8 


To Cyril Connolly 
23 October 1961 


Combe Florey House 


Dear Cynl ^ 

I hope this reaches you They are very' slack at White s in 
I don’t know your other addresses 


forwarding letters But 
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A mischicNous woman in London tells me that jem identify a eharaeter, named 
‘Spruee’, in a book 1 lateh sent >ou, with >ourself ' I hope* ihis is pure mischief If 
not. It IS persecution mama Just count the points of resemblance fli difference 
between yourself & that eharaeter & see yyhat the seore is 

There are of course asses in London, who don’t understand the processes of the 
imagination, whose hobby it is to treat heiion as a gossip column You must 
appreciate their asinitvty (asininity) 

But yvhat distresses me (if true) is that >ou should suppose I would publicly 
caricature a cherished friend 

Yours eser 
Evelyn 

' E>erard Spruce, editor of a war-tune maga/inc in OnconJiiional SurrenJtr, bear, a dehnitc 
resemblance to Qmnolly who had telephoned to Ann rieminfc and then reported to Waugh that ‘though 
she was perfectly tactful, it irritated me that she took it so much for granted that it was me* Waugh wrote 
to Sykes ‘Gossip tells me poor Boots has persecution mania thinking he is that cdiio* Silly ass ’ He also 
wrotetoNancs Mitford light-heartedly ihatConnolK appeared as the proletarian aphonst and murderer 
Ludosic, and again to Sykes that all the characters male and female were based on Teresa Jungman 


To Cyril Connolly Combe Florey House 

29 October 1961 

Dear Cyril 

I am delighted to have your country address It is very kind of you to ask me 
there May I come in the spring’ I am shortly off to the tropics 

Thank you for your review m the Sunday Times I am glad you liked Officers S’ 
Gentlemen more on a second reading 

It IS very proper that you should have proud memones oi Horizon It was the 
outstanding publication of its decade I am greatly annoyed to see that two 
reviewers have attempted to identify it with my invention Survival That 
magazine was the creature of the Ministry of Information Horizon^ of course, was 
Watson’s benefaction It is true that you had a semi-hterate socialist colleague but 
he was not ‘Spruce’, still less you As for secretaries, Lys was beautifully neat and, 
as I remember her. Miss Brownell was quite presentable Some time later you had a 
bare footed landlady but (surely’) she had no part in Horizon and very little part in 
the delightful parties you gave The whole identification is a fantasy 
I hope you enjoyed your Senegalese luncheon 

Don’t let Mrs Fleming drive you into persecution mania It is an aptitude of 
hers ' 


Love from 
Evelyn 

' On 20 November Waugh wrote ‘1 have told that mischievous London woman to look nearer her 
own hearth for ‘Spruce’ and she is busj now identifying him with the late editor of the Comhill [Peter 
Qucnnell) ’ 
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rr. A r Combe Florey House 

To Anthony Powell 

31 October 1961 
Dear Tony 

I h."e ^.vcn the gcnernl ™press,o„ of a 

This was far from mj intention The mistahe “ *'""f 

offsonne Ther shall be deleted in any subsequent edition I thought it more 

r?m^f .hit tiiere should be real heirs of the 

dispossessed by Trimmer but I plainly failed to make that clear So no nippers for 
°X“"Lnged,largely.thi^ 

Wilson) but not retrospecurely My father was buried in HntnPS«a<l Parish 

churchyard in 1,44 tn a plot he had bought freehold jy 

went into a Ctouchback plot There is “ “here and quite a number 

Burton rather dubiously planted her husband) Bent i 

of Illustrious papists I am pretty sure they sold freehold plots unti ab^ 1900 
There is also a Broome^ in, I think, the midlands which is 
You must be glad to be back in Somerset after the horrors 

shortly for the equator taking a daughter as deco> for j-qq 

I forgot about Chatty when naming Mrs Corner^ That should be changed too 

Thank you for pointing out the ambiguity , 

Violet does not seem to have completed her cuilizing mission with young 

K Amis 

Yours ever 

TT vn 


'"ChehomeoilhcCtouchb^cVsin Sword of Honour ^ 

^Two unconnected charaaers, Apthorpe s legatee and Uncle egn 
name 


housekeeper. 


have the 


To Harold Acton 
31 October [1961] 


Combe Florey House 


Dear Harold , , i if Vitjc had a 

Thank you very much for the kind things you say a out reviewers A 

mixed reception exciting some class warfare among ^ ^ 
mischievous cousin of Laura’s called Mrs Fleming told Cynl Conno y 
cancatured in the book & has upset a long but ah\ ays precanous rien 

I have not done more than dip delightedly into the Bour ons > j .u proper 

my sea voyage A work of that kind, so nch & learned, must e s u 

reverence The South Atlantic is the place^c I long for the uninterrupted da> s injhe 

deck chair That, of course, is what has discomforted the cntics ^ 

book they can skip through & be smart about A serious big wor i y 
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much time They don’t know the subject and are too impatient to learn so the> have 
been civil to you and dredged up a few memories of their history lessons at school 
and given no proper impression of the gaiety - is that how it is spelt or is there an e 
somewhere' - that, a sampling shows, runs through & illuminates the patient 
research It and its predecessor will, I am sure, steadiK grow in reputation & become 
classics when Lucky Jm is totally forgotten 

It was a delight to see you in London John recovered from his ague, he tells me 
I hear disappointing reports of Guiana - full of motor cars & aeroplanes where I 
went laboriously on foot 30 years ago But I can only go where I am paid to go 1 
think there might be amusing secret societies still The food w ill be awful I shall be 
still more emaciated when I return Good for my daughter, too You kindly desenbe 
her as PreRaphaehte but she is too robust 

I have another daughter married to an amencan named D’Arms They arc in 
Rome If they turn up in Florence, please be kind to them He is a respectful, 
respectable ‘student’ - what of, heaven knows 

I was 58 the other day Longevity is one of the greatest curses introduced by the 
saentists Look at Maugham & that brute Picasso and the Carbonaro Churchill 

Lov e from 
Evely n 

* Harold Acton, The Last Bourbons of Naples, 1961 Waugh described it in his diarv as‘unreadable’ 


To Laura Waugh Hotel Tower, 

iz January [1962] 7+& 75 Mam Street, 

Georgetown, 

British Guiana 

Darling Laura 

A very amusing& welcome (undated) letter from you describing the beagle ball I 
am sure it was a tearing success My heart bleeds for you in the intense cold I am 
delighted to hear you have found employment & lodging for Hatty' Now, I trust, 
you will be free to pursue your soaal career until Feb 15th (St Valentine =) when I 
return to you 

Meg & 1 have got into the Portuguese set — all old Stonyhurst boys, the nearest 
thing to an upper crust in Georgetown We have also been taken up by the public 
relations officers of the commercial firms We fht about in private aeroplanes & 
launches and live in luxurious guest houses but I am awfully bored at seeing welfare 
activities It IS like being Princess Margaret This week we have been for two nights 
up the Demerara to a Canadian company who mine bauxite in a most efficient way 
They have a new engine they are very proud of It digs 1000 tons of sand an hour It 
cost £850,000 and takes seven men only to work it 

After that we went to New Amsterdam & saw sugar & nce plantations Meg has 
collapsed at so much movement and I have ordered her to bed for 24 hours 
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We ha\e had tea with Dr Jagan & his sinister communist adviser and we drank a 
lot of rum with Mr D’Aguiar the leader of the minute conservatne party 
There is an amusing but interminable law action about a disputed parliamentary 
eleaion in a constituency consisting of illiterate Amerindians - as the Indian 
aborigines are now called The succesful candidate - ^ Amerindian - is accused of 
saying that if his rival was elected black men would come up from the coast and eat 
all the Amerindian babies 

I am very well Meg is exhausted Her chief interest is sun tan - most 
unbecoming to her 


* With Father Caraman at Farm Street 


All love 
E 


To Nancy Mitford Combe Florey House 

7 March 1962 

Dearest Nancy 

Have you been plastiquee' As a notonous soaalist you must be in great danger 
They missed Graham Greene by inches and he is much less forthnght m his 
subversive utterances Do come to England where it is safe 

I have been away for months taking my daughter Margaret in my footsteps m 
British Guiana We missed the riots there by several days - also those in Caracas 
We also just missed two domestic murders All veiy disappointing for Meg Golly 
the food was homble in the Canbbean Oh the jo> of getting on board a French ship 
We joined her midway in a cruise which included H Nicolson & Vita', Sillitoe the 
policeman^ not the proletanan novelist and a new Jewish chum named Sir Philip 
Sebag-Montefiore-Magnus-Allcroft^ There were also a lot of frogs on board who 
never stopped shaking hands with one another H Nicolson is quite senile He 
awoke for a few minutes a day toiell veiy old English stones in French Lady N was 
accompanied by a lady who kept saying ‘Where’s Vita’ I must get at her hair’ 
There were also Letty CotterelH in a poor way — diabetic, cataracted eyes & a bit 
alcoholic - ternble shakes before her third gm - and a lot of noisy elderly English 
"Omen who talked all the vovage of what tips they should give at the end But the 
cooking was splendid The frogs seem able to unfreeze frozen food so that it still has 
a taste - fruit & cheese always au pomt, dehcious bread, plenty of caviare The ship is 
named Antilles^ should you ever think of taking a cruise 
Ho you remember Patnek Buchan-Hepburn ’ ^ He is a lord now & lives in 
Unexampled splendour in Trinidad There is a portrait of him in every room 
climbed precipices in Guiana & did not die 

aw Daphne [Fielding] in Lisbon It is all rot about her leavmg A story put 
Sta^^ Diana who now wants to collect everj'one in the smoke of Paddington 
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Have >ou read Isherwood’s new publication'^ Awfully clever & amusing No 
change at all since his Berlin days He makes himself out to be very young & rather 
nasty Perhaps he is 

A proposofbuggery-what about J Sparrow’s exposure of Lady Chatterley Ht 
was all new to me tho everyone else savs he knew about it all along" 

Same subject Poor Boots can’t show his face in White’s Apparently Ceal 
Beaton was mterviewed on the television and the fellow said, ‘But have you no men 
fnends, Mr Beaton’‘One Cvril Connollv ’ 

Daphne tells me Debo is now installed in White House Washington You can’t 
approve of that much Worse than Freud 


you ever know an old spinster called Rose Macaulay' It appears she was no 
p nster ut ad a lov er (hallucination') and she wrote a lot of disagreeable letters to 
a prot^tant c e^ man in Amenca The publishers said did I mind references to 
myse in them There ere all kinds of stnctures on‘Evelyn’ I didn’t know her, so 

1 ^^11 * ^ ^ Fleming’s once & thought her sharp but 

ladylike Not at all the kind of person to gush to a parson 

1 expect you will recognize charaaers m Isherwood’s book I couldn’t 

s It nor^ or frogs to shake hands so much or have they picked It up from the 

^ ®hook hands whenever they passed one another on 






IV- CL. Evelyn 

talkmXWa Harold N.colson in ,913 Nicolson noted ‘I 

Margaret Waugh - a charming girl intelligent and loveI>- 8 Februars 196., 

Director general of the Secuntj Services ,94^-53 
Sir Ph lipMa^us-AlIcroftCigo^ ) Histonan as Philip Magnus 

3 T a (‘906- ) Marned to Sir Richard Conerell 1930-58 

Indies i957-6r mp created Baron Hailes 1957, Governor General of West 

‘ Cl^opher Isherwood, There an a y.su, 1962 

John Sparrow, Warden of All Souls Colleee OxforH 

shoyd „.d„„ 

•FourreferencestoWaughremainin Wrmafw ^ 


Combe Florey House 


To Nancy Mitford 
27 March 1962 

Darling Nancy, 

change or rush straieht fmm th ^ Either one should have a bath & 

;ou I .ass,.nng,„“h/MI«,™t"'“'i'*’"' '“"’"=">rabdr ,f I .old 

b) sight bu. RO. bj name - oldJr^han l'"the s »bcn a man I know 

♦ the same build, better dressed, commoner - 
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ca™=up.sa,d ‘Why->oua,one>-~n„^^^ 

tell you exactly \vh\ Because you sit e - Haileses m Tnnidad, 

That, added to a letter from Qanssa ^ p^bo’s idea that I am a 

whom I thought I charmed, foun me a g filings of persecution 

counter-hon ha%e worked to produce s ro g reioice in your essays’ - 

Wh,, 1 »o„der, does H Ham.ltoo suppose 

Pinfold himself C Sykes lunched with me t e should sing in an operatic 

invohed m the idea you first mentioned to me, that I should sing 

version of Lohta Rum Walston - who was conducting an 

I got back in time to receive a socialist - Lord \Va ston 

agnation in Taunton Without his wife he Graham Greene a 

Cambndge, to purge the shame of Sno - ’ ^ 055^ for a doctorate at 

doctorate Jolly good 

Oxford, the counal merely asked W hat g 

Poor Hatty is not fit for employment She is‘coming out’in 

into Farm Street & allow her to make cocoa or t e Pixton I presume you 

a ^ery modest way Laura’s mother is giving a ball for her at t-ixto 

suffers frightfully from all 

painful to him than you and I There J U eventually investigate 

which, no doubt, the Cambridge School of Literature w m 

1 am reading Mtddlemarch for the first time, wit 

Perhaps I might come to Pans for the ° markine restaurants where 

I say, Michehn guide have, I see, introduce ^ or six ^ ears ago Do 

theeno wireless I suggested this m a letter to Th, Tfive or six g 

you think It conceivable that they paid attention 1 should 
dePinfolded if I thought I had started this great reform 

Love from 




^ Combe Florey House 

To Lady Diana Cooper 
30 March 1962 


'To'uXs are no. as frequent, full. fond as those 

you Nevertheless I thank you for your niighi interrupt us 

home Swapping yams is best done m wnting 1 ^ Herbert or worse 

in Paddington - [Alastair] Forbes, the widow g' 

1 w ent to London last week & did not en)oy it at a f eenerous) expense to 

Another thing I went to B Guiana a. the said 

w me trav el anicles I came back lo find that the e lo eplfa areal nuisance 

Whv do you want lo write about Gu.ana> Well I had Xb«^ 
to c\eryone there & said I was a foreign correspon 
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aeroplanes etc to get about and had interviews with politicians of all colours Now 
Daily Mail says ‘wnte us instead some hard-hitting articles about modem social 
usage’ What does a man of honour do ^ Repay £2,000 already spent (tax free) ^ The 
truth IS never never to have any truck with popular press Too late to learn I am 
caught every time Damn So you see my pecker is down too Sorry about your 
pecker all the same ^ 

All love& xxxxx 
Bo 

' Martha Gellhom 

^ He had received a reassunng telegram from the Daily Mail beginning ‘Desolate my silence has been 
misunderstood’ An article, ‘Here they are, the English Lotus Elaters’, appeared on 20 March 


To A D Peters Combe Florey House 

4 April 1962 

Dear Pete 

I am afraid I am being a great bore about the Daily Mail & British Guiana Please 
forgive me 

Today I got (with difficulty) their galley-proof of the article I wrote for them 
They have cut it down to insignificance, removing almost every personal note It 
was not a very good article before Now it is contemptible & calculated to injure my 
reputation 

I have sent them a long ‘hard-hitting’ article on modem etiquette * Goodness 
knows what they will do with that,& I don’t greatly care But Guiana is different I 
spent weeks there ostensibly as their correspondent, accepting hospitality & 
pnvileges in that capaaty I can quite understand that they don’t think it hot news 
But I owe an obligation to the unhappy Guianese Do you think it is still possible to 
get back from the Mail all I have wntten about Guiana, and to get a respectable 
paper e g Telegraph, Sunday Times to take a long article Portrait of a Distressed 
Dependency Mail, for a consideration to surrender all nghts on my voyage ? 


‘‘Manners and Morals’, 12 and 13 Apnl 
magazine in August 


Yours ever 
Evelyn 

Return to Eldorado’ appeared in the Sunday Times 


To Nancy Mitford 

April 1962 


Combe Florey House 


Darling Nancy 

!'groan It comes from our frustrated meeting No 
nswer ut must explain about boring the Haileses because it has been 
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I 11 ‘r o.irmnc’ Hailes was a pretty young pohtiaan you may 

what young people call T knew him slightlv years ago He is now 

have known as Patrick Buchan-Hepbuim I knjw him ^ 

Governor General of the now defunc hospitable to Meg & me 

met his wife but took a liking to er, enioved my visit It made a lovely 

The crucial point IS that I was confident they I briefly returned to 

change, I thought, from most the/laughed like 

Trinidad they sent ADCS to drag me ba everyone is a bore to someone 

apythmg Now I find 1 bored t em consciousness of being a 

One recognizes that But it is a ghastly thing if one loses 

bore You do see it means I ^a" ® VwwTwas being a bore there because she 

Same in a lesser degree with Debo but I k f ^ ^ ^Your best fnends 

turned on the television at dinner It is not knowing that 

will not teU you’ like those time in answenng 

Don’t please strain your poor eyes & waste y u 

Love 

E 

,hav=wn<.ena„an,de,osay,.,sabso.u.e.yunfo,g.vabMoamvea,d,nnerdruni 

Mtddlmarch wasn’t any good really 


Combe Florey House 

To Brian Franks 
[June' 1962] 


Dear Brian - , ^ncwer him direct if I was 

I am most interested in M Harben’s' letter wo ^ dry, of that I am 

sure of my facts A Bennett’s omelette w^ besides eggs & haddock 

confident I can’t remember if there was another ingre _ ^be dominant 

I seem to remember something red - tomato or papnka perhap , 

flavour was haddock rioiip - turtle & egg with a 

That, with a deliaous soup called Tasse du rince g^^oy Gnll, on the left 
cheese pastry - was A Bennett’s after theatre supper at the bavoy u 

near the door, area 1927 nomo 

I celebrated my bunk from Crete-2istanmversary-witho p P 

Yours ever 




Mme de Caraman Chimay said to me 
mondam’ 1 consulted a scholar as to her meamng J 
old boy’ 

‘ Probably Phihp Harben, the television cook. 
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To Ann Fleming Combe Florc> House 

i6 June 1962 

Dear Ann 

You must have forgotten me entirely if you think that I need warning against the 
horrors of speed-boats on the lagoon The people who like such things should be 
confined to the ghastly Excelsior and never allowed on the main islands The only 
way to appreciate Venice is on foot 

Window cleaners at work keep popping their faces up in the most disconcerting 
manner 

An American general - unknown & unintroduccd - wrote & asked if I would write 
a preface to his philosophic reflections I answered that I was too expensive for him 
but that (wishing to do a good turn to a distressed friend of yours) I could 
recommend a sound, cheap writer named Qucnnell He cabled 2000 dollars by 
return so now I suppose I must write it ' 

The mounting horror of my mother-in-law’s ball shows no abatement Laura & 
her sisters spend all day juggling with house parties Now they are consumed by a 
passion for aspic and comb the slaughter houses for veal bones 
God, there’s that window cleaner again 

Why did you stay at ugly Bauer ^ ^ The proximity to the Moser[ ’], I suppose, and 
Its good concierge 

I was very sorry to see that turn-coat Aidan^ got elected to parliament It shows 
there is no justice in this world & that one must look to a life beyond the grave to 
regulate the accounts 

New Nabokov* a stunt - but a clever one New Tony PowelH very good 
J Sparrow’s reply to his cntics re Chatterley wipes the floor with them 

I shall never go to London again except to take the tram to Dover or 
Southampton Local barber is good enough for my old grey nut 

I look for the announcement of Fionn’s delivery^ with affectionate anxiety 

Yours ever 
E Waugh 

‘T A Mclnemy, The Private Man New York 1962 
^ Hotel Bauer Grunwald in Venice 

’ Aldan Crawley, formerly a Labour mp, had been elected as a Conservative 
^ Pale Fire 
* The Kindly Ones 

^Fionn Morgan’s daughter Mary was not bom until October 


To Nancy Mitford Combe Florey House 

4 July 1962 

Dearest Nancy 

I was titillated by your publisher’s appeal for identification of the water beetle 
rhyme I had never heard and when you said you were to call your collected pens6es 
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beede -1 d,d no. .he po.n. Now a,, 

...ahing ev=r,.h,ng easy for rev,ewers Ho» I lool« 

have expunged all the profanity that sonri observing the decay of English 

1 think you find an un.hol^ome I 

decorum. How about this Ten daj s ago supenors To stop the flow of 

found her in an ugl> mood railing against and added ‘The 

vilification I led her to politics, said I ^ him They even asked 

goremmen. mus. be preny har<i up .0 ge. people .0 mee. him 

has been n.ueh d,s.ur^d by Ha™.« 

m law who never ^.e a ball for Laura or her 

Hamet, here in Somerset Our lues ^..^-fluouslv write to thank for parties 

parties All the young scrupulously and often p xj -other m law insisted on 

?hey can-, bnng .hemselves .0 answer w..h veal bones 

marnarchal s.yle No ea.erers All our kirchens Ma..hew's 

srewing to male aspic, all our poultry were sjaug ,^^,1 ,,,^1 

aged peers, our ‘young men- were all 30 year old alcoholics I. was rao 

I imprudently fled to Pam j for you Mad as a 

After Pam I wen. .0 Penelope Be.,eman “ '^^'vi.h her she never 

hatter and overflowing with pure kindn cleansing eipenence after Pam‘s 

said one disagreeable word about anyone 

unending gush of denigration, detraction an “^^j._hone - hideous below and 

Hatty IS pretty from the crown of her head 

half baked in mind But she seems to be enjoying engaged a pansy attendant 
this summer Diana has been lent a little house a^d has engagetl p 

but isn’t looking forward to it Do cherish her " ^hona in the first few days 

Rradmg.heWi.dcl=..crs.Thcsadd^..h™g-h,s^e^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

after leaving prison, all turning to dust imm y 
are too many pleas for money, but the poor be^t was p 

1 toil away at autobiography What a dull life I seem to have had 

Love from 


‘ Utters of Oscar Wilde, edited by Rupert Hart-Davis, 19^2 


Combe Florey House 

To Anthony Curtis^ 

4 July 1962 
Postcard 


I 


, T/ri. Ai/z'zp Rhvthm- reaches me 
I am sorry to say that your kind invitauon to ^ ^ 

30 years late In youth I was fasanated by Firbank 

EW 


* Literary editor of the Surday Telegraph 

^Ronald FirbanV, The Nem Rythum and other PieceSy 19 ^ 
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To Nancy Mitford Gjmbc Florey House 

[July 1962] 

Postcard 

Why not adapt it, saying ‘after Belloc’, to 
‘Titillates the human race (or Bntish race)’ 

‘By gliding on the water’s face’ 

‘Assigning each to each his place’ ^ 
or ‘Incorrigibly out of place’^ 
or ‘Contemptuous of power and grace’ ^ 
or ‘A bit of arsenic and old lace’ ^ 
or ‘Supenor to time’s dull pace ^' 

Or something like that which you can easily better 

E 

’ Nancy Mitford did adapt Belloc’s The Moral Alphabet so that the poem that precedes and gi%es m 
name to her collection of essays The Water Beetle runs 

“The water beetle here shall teach 
A lesson far beyond jour teach 
She aggravates the human race 
By gliding on the water’s face 
Assigning each to each its place 
But if she ever stopped to think 
Of how she did it, she would sinL 
Moral 

Don’t ask questions ’ 

The changes arc in the direction of modesty ’Lesson’ replaces ‘sermon’, ‘aggravates’ is for ‘flabbergasts’ 
and Waugh’s third suggestion is adopted instead of‘With ease, cclenty and grace’ 


To Daphne Fielding Combe Florey House 

30 July [1962] 

Darling Daphne, 

It has always seemed to me as unnatural for two people to wnte a book together as 
for three people to have a baby I am very sorry to hear that your collaborator has 
lost his reason Can’t you get him put away and carry on alone ? ^ 

Of course use anything you want from Vtle Bodies The difficulty of further 
contributions is that I really put all I knew about her into that sketch I was never 
allowed back The last time I set foot in the Cavendish was after dinner before 
Henry Yorke’s wedding We all went on to the Cavendish Rosa ^ was having some 
trouble at the time over a cheque with a man called Lulu Water-Welch (not of our 
party) She fixed me with fierce eves and said ^ ‘Lulu Waters-Waugh take your arse 
off my chair’ and waved L W W’s stumer I was never a real habitue Most of my 
knowledge was second-hand from Teddy Sl Aubyn^ and Alastair Graham 
Alastair, as I told you, would be a most valuable source He has become a recluse in 
Wales I haven’t seen him for 25 years My closest chum once 
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As you know Rosa had no hkmg for wnters Thornton Wilder once had one of the 
flats at the back, as also did Aldous Huxley, Cynl Connolly and his first wife 
stayed there but, I think, got persecuoon mania There is some unhappy memory 
there that Cynl is loath to speak of You might be able to coax it out I think Cynl 
used to mmd not looking exactly like a comet of the Blues (and, as you know, c of Bs 
were what Rosa really accepted) Apart from those three, I can’t think of any wnters 
who went there much Not, as you might have expected, Maunce Baring unless 
1914-18 My awful brother in law, about whom Xan spoke so kindly, lived at the 
Cavendish in 1945 and kept in close touch Have you tned Raymond de Trafford ? I 
don’t know how far gone he is, but if his memory is at all intact he should be useful 
Shane Leslie’s'* memory is not to be trusted 

I blush to say it, but I think it was after ViU Bodies that writers started to try to get 
into the Cavendish They were dnven out at once unless they were Americans I 
don’t remember eyer seeing a foreigner of any other nationality there, tho I believe 
Auberon [Herbert] introduced some Poles 
All the articles I saw when the Cavendish closed were very skimpy 
I should awfully hke to visit you at Brighton, but I don’t think I can really 
contribute much to your work 

If Elizabeth Eliot is the one I suppose, she is pock-marked like a Turk 
There was an elderly woman circa 1926 called Lady Cook who used to be a crony 
of Rosa’s ‘Now don’t you go out after those street women Why don’t you have 
Lady Cook hereMy peerage is antiquated She seems to have been alive in 1947 at 
Villa des Pyrenees, Pau but I daresay she is a gonner now ' 

Rupert Bellville^ died last week There arent many of her middle-period set and, 
of course, none of her first Has Martin Wilson any Ribblesdale relics that wld be 
relevant^ Alfred Duggan (Hubert’s reformed brother) Old Court House, Ross on 
Wye might have memories 
I fear I haven’t been much help 

Love and xxxx 
Evelyn 

‘ Daphne Fielding was writing The Duchess ofjermyn Street Her collaborator George Kmnaird was 
Betting divorced from Lady Elizabeth Eliot and withdrew 

^ Rosa Lewis (1867-1952) She ran the Cavendish Hotel in Jermyn Street, and had not been pleased 
oy Waugh’s version of it and her in Vile Bodies 
* Edward St Aubyn (1880-1960) 

^Sir Shane Leslie (1885-1971) Anglo-Irish poet and author 
Rupen Belleville (1905-62) Flew to Russia with Venctia Montagu before the war Best 
*ekgammon player in White’s Imprisoned by the Left m the Spanish Civil War 


D Daphne Fielding Combe Florey House 

to August 1962 
Postcard 

P S Rosa often called the penis ‘the winkle’, a term I have not heard on other lips 
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When chaps refused to avail themselves of Lady Cook and sought pleasure outside, 
Rosa pounced on them on their return and said ‘I’ll get a doctor in to look at your 
winkle ’ 

I imagine Lady Cook’s visits were intermittent The penod when I remember 

her m attendance was 1925 
She can’t be alive, can she!* 


To Lady Diana Cooper Combe Florey House 

16 August [1962] 

Darling Lady Ismay S 

You are in Venice & I don’t know where I hope someone will forward this letter 
for It is the announcement of our Meg’s engagement She has fallen head over heels 
for an Irishman, 27 years old, short, rather oriental in face, raffish, penniless, a 
stock-broker’s clerk of ten days’ experience, but a gentleman and a Catholic - name 
Giles FitzHerbert^ I have not the heart to keep them apart They will soon be 
spliced I told Meg I consented to a marriage not to a wedding She said ‘But I 
must have Lady Diana there ’ FitzHerbert, before meeting me to ask for her hand 
bought Baby’s book to see how Duff tackled the Duke of Rutland and was greatly 
discouraged ^ You should find these two episodes sympathetic Meg is bird happy 
about her affair Let her en)oy it quick before the Light of Common Day 

Who should turn up to breakfast on Monday but Bloggs [Baldwin] Said he and 
Elspeth had been ‘bickenng’ & he needed male company Stayed an hour Then off 
with Elspeth to Amsterdam Stone deaf 

Venice means so many things to you To me it means you and Hubert & Maimie 
and Sykes branding the yankec* and Rosse deafening Tug boat Annie^ and James- 
maroonmg Tilly ^ -how long ago ^ T wenty years ^ 

All love 
E 


No damn it nearer 30 

' Lord Ismay, like Lady Diana, was nicknamed Pug 
^ Giles FitzHerbert (1935- ) In 1966 he jomed the Foreign Office 

’ There were two interviews between Duff Cooper and his future father-in-law At the first the Duke 
was exquisitely polite, but forbade the match Before the second he gave his consent to Lady Diana, 
adding ‘Don’t go upstairs for a little I don’t want your mother to think I gave in at once ’ Then he talked 
to Duff Cooper for ten minutes about money and for ten minutes about the growth of Bolshevism and the 
future of the Terntonals Recorded by Lady Diana in The Light of Common Day 

*Sir Richard Sykes (1905—78) He had stubbed out a cigarette on the hand of the tobacco heiress Dons 
Duke She screamed Public sympathy was with her and Sykes was attacked Lady Diana’s birthday 
party was spoiled When he sent long-stemmed tuberoses in apology they were returned 

*Thc Countess of Rosse (then Anne Messel) stepped innocently on to a balcony with another man 
T hough they were not yet marned, the jealous Earl of Rosse boxed her ears with some violence When he 
sent long-stemmed tuberoses in apology they too were returned 

“ Edward James, patron of the arts, and Tilly Losch, the dancer, who were married 1931-4 
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Combe Florey House 

To Nancy Mitford 
[Received 22 August 1962] 


Dearest Nancv, . n a sample of your 

I am excited to read that next y out m 

reminiscences A very o^^„Jay Times is ruining itself with 

S.clv - 1 daresav through bad editing The Sunday nmc^ 

Lord Snowdon’s blmdmgly ugly s. banal f bu. Belloc would 

Aggrasa.e-ofcourse>.oucan use u to mean wha, 

not have done so and if it is meant as an a ap a . ^gj-g ^yill notice and of 

lamtustareuredschoolnr^ter -use of 

them most will be pleased because § 

supenonty , you You remember my 

1 write to give >ou news more important to . _ Parts’ Well, she has 

daughter Margaret to whom jou showe ^ heart to forbid consummation 

fallen head over heels in love and I can t fin 1 ‘hroad lands to leave’as the 

Young love satisfied’ was what ^ 1 yg He is a penniless Irish 

destdenua of a happy bfe There are no broad '“f ““er caddish s. raBsh 

siockbroher’sclcrknamedFitzHerbertofgoo a ^ stock-broker’s 

appearance 27 jears old and has not one a a p^^^^oijc of not very pious 
clerkship began on the da) of his ^her I haven’t been allowed to 

disposition, father killed honourabl) in the war, a Laura’s for that 

see, whom 1 suspect is a skeleton in cupboar ^as 1 j-^^ghioned father would have 

matter) She had a number of suitors of the m an . children & that 

preferred, but she must have FitzHerbert, & so s e s 
IS a thing I can’t decentl) provide for her 1 expec 

back on my doorstep with a brood other day & my 

Bloggs Baldwin says he never met you character in the flesh ’ 

son, James, said ‘At last I have met a P vj French wine prohibitively 

I am ,old .ha, .h,s Common Market will S””*" u ' toP=r than mPans 
expenswe here As you know we can buy u m 

The cellar, whose poverty you remarked, IS being P 

Love from 


_ Combe Florey House 

10 Nancy Mitford 
[Received 28 August 1962] 

Dictionary was not planned like the Fre 
words and establish what is correct Its readers hunt tor 
them Your ‘aggravate’ is 7th of the meanings & an t 


nch to exclude misuses of 
misuses & proudly display 
: authorities are negligible 


Darling Nancy 
The Oxford 
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except when it is used conversationally m fiction by people of low education 
Fowler ‘Aggravate, aggravation - The use of these in the sense annoy, vex, 
annoyance, vexation should be left to the uneducated It is for the most part a 
feminine or childish colloquialism, but intrudes occasionally into the newspapers 
Warn Decca before she goes ail out in mocking the Americans that almost all the 
features of their funerals that strike us as gruesome can be traced to papal, royal & 
noble rites of the last five centuries > What is unique & deplorable would probably 
not stnke her - the theological vaccuum, the assumption that the purpose of a 
funeral service is to console the bereaved not to pray for the soul of the dead 
Years ago, I vaguely remember, there was a vogue for yankee undertakers 
journals among Gerald Berners, G Wellesley^, Malcolm Bullock & Co A fellow 
socialist of hers called Cednc Belfrage^ wrote a book about undertakers in U S A 
Not very good 

When her book is published I shall get all her press cuttings - bother 
You may congratulate me on my great beauty of character in surrendering my 
daughter to Fitz Giles - not on the acquisition of him as a son-in-law On no account 
send a present 

I look forward to a time when wedding celebrations will be outre as funeral 
celebrations now are 

Dr Eaton of Forest Lawn (the ‘Dreamer’ not ‘Joyboy’) wrote to me about a year 
ago asking me to sign a document disclaiming any intention of mocking him Of 
course I refused and have heard no more But I think Decca should take advice from 
lawyers before publishing Please tell her I did not believe her story that an English 
naval officer attempted to shanghai her from Spain giving his word of honour for her 
safe return ■* 


Love from 
Evelyn 

' Jessica Milford was researching The American Way of Death 
^The Duke of Wellington (1885-1972) 

^ Author of The Frightened Giant, 1957, and My Unfinished Affair mth America, 1961 It was alleged 
in 1954 that he had been a communist in 1937-8 
•* An exaggeranon of the story in Hons and Rebels 


To Lady Diana Cooper Combe Florey House 

28 August [1962] 

Darling Stitch Pug Baby, 

Your letter full of understanding It is, to me, a bitter pill and ungilded I would 
forbid the marriage if I had any other cause than jealousy & snobbery- As it is, I 
pretend to be complaisant Little Meg is npe for the kind of love I can’t g^ve her So 
1 am surrendering with the honours of war—without war indeed The wedding wiU 
be at the end of October I think in London They will make all arrangements I 
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.hem . meagre sum of mo„e> . sard ^end .. o^u m hnen or 

fesnficauons unth 'f‘' *“”P“f 7 .h.S°mTny subsequent party I haven’t met 
course, go to the church not, > 

""mlslds^d What does ’.no Freuds” meau> One ts ghastly I 

‘'°"®WmterpSt 7 sM^^^^ 

Motumer’ I don’t care about sun Just to esrape Chn^mas ^ mixture 

Do you remember books I »ro.e about a Bastl Seal 

of Basil Murmy at Peter Rodd I suddenly yesterday began a story 

at 60 Jolly good so far - , , , Venice His best And, did 

How long since >ou read Max Beerbohm s essay 

you know’, commissioned by Northcliffe for aiy ^ j. {^^ing objects of 

YouseelfeelthatwithMeglhateexhauste^^^^^^ 

love How does one exist without th ^h^ough which 

makes old men chase tarts My ghastly ro brother has written an 

he IS refuelled with youth Not for me Did 1 tel jou my 

autobiography in which he says ‘Venus Westbourne Grove, not very far 

- Meg and FitzHerbert have found a lodg g cannot doubt the smcenty 

from the canal zone I suspect him of being a croo When I said ‘gentleman’, 

of las love for-Mog - noUung to be got from her 

I meant of respectable ancestry He has rat muse We might have fun 

Please tell me about week-end of 15^^ Sep y 

of a subdued sort the spectre Auberon 

Last time we met - at least not last tim , appeared as character 

buggered everything - we talked of books m w his name Title 

I forgot one by a man who was shot m Mexi suggest anythmg 

somethinghke‘WayofContntion-Revelation’ Doesthats gg 

Pray for me at the tombs of St Mark and Giustiniani 

All love 
Bo 

A mcd Israel Citkovitz in New York in 1959 

'The first was Lucian Freud whose wife Caroline ^ 1 \u> 1973- , writer, broadcaster and 

the second was his brother Qcnicnt Freud (i 9 - 4 “ k 
caterer 

^ Bastl Seal Rides Again or The Rake's Progress, 19^3 


_ Combe Florey House 

10 Randolph Churchill 
i8 September 1962 


Dear Randolph, 

I have lately visited London where I was told that you^are 
market and that your wish to obtain ‘association copies 

sentimental 


speculating m the book 
commercial rather than 
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If this IS so, you must observe the customs of the trade and enclose stamps for the 
return of volumes which you send soliciting autographs 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

^ Churchill had asked for a signed copy of Scoop and mentioned that he had not got a Rosulli 


To Randolph Churchill Combe Florey House 

20 September 1962 

Postcard 

Your bibliomaniac ghost has overreached itself' You were given Brtdeshead 
Revisited and The Ordeal of Gilbert Pinfold in the hand-made paper editions I have 
your letter of 21st July 1957 acknowledging receipt of the latter 

'The ‘ghost’ was Churchill’s secretary, whom Waugh pretended to believe to be the author of 
Churchill’s books 

* Churchill had sent five of Waugh’s books to be signed on 18 September Next day he received 
Waugh’s letter of the eighteenth and wrote protesting that he wanted a complete set for sentimental 
reasons only On 23 September he wrote explaining that he wanted both first and limited editions, so 
could he have Brtdeshead in the latter and Pinfold in the former^ 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

II October 1962 

Dear Ann 

Yesterday was a very proud day for me - at last after quarter of a century’s 
waiting I appeared m The Times Crossword 1 Better than a doctorate at Reading, an 
mbe or a concert m Festival Hall 


Yours ever affec 
EW 

'The clue was ‘Place revisited in literature (9)’ Waugh had written to Penelope Betjeman in 1939 
J [John] was mentioned in 77 mrs light leader today Gratters X-word next, then Tussaud ’ 


To Nancy Mitford Combe Florey House 

27 October [1962] Combe Florey 

Nr Taunton 

Darling Nancy 

Flayed indeed’ I annointed your carapace with spikenard ' There were no 
mistakes of s\ntax in Beetle 1 was enumerating vour general excellencies & defects 
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It was Nvhat a publisher calls a‘good 

If iou had had a Chnstian ^ but they resisted Oates just 

wicked Scott & Co mavha^e been tcm^ high probabilit> that he would not 

went for a walk in the snow There was ° ^ ootmg oneself the nature of 

come back bur that is not the same as ta ing p ^ 

which acts is lethal There is nothing et a ^ ^ g ^he wav, was his body 

niore,say,thaninswimmingamonssharksorcrocod 
foun^' 1 have always thought Scott may have eaten 

Amundsen . u imnortance As m 1869-70 the 

The [Second Vatican] Council of the hig 

French & Germans are full of mischief but a , p nce& must be destroyed 
Thespint of that w icked Pere Couturier still lives on in France 

1 hope jour hostess and her Cure agree motorists not postmen It tells 

tL redundant Combe Florey ,s for .he benefi. »f ™ , ^ge state 

them .0 tool for an ontlj.ng hamlet not for a town house Ne 

extending to the Canadian border ^, great-grandmother s 

My daughter, Margaret, was married in a tea g v ery pretty High 

out ofthe acting cupboard, used in bsolutely horrible They had hired 

lace collar All male guests (except one) looked a 

tail coats but neglected to provide themse ves vvi v^oman with long 

Daphne Wej mouth [F.eldtng] has suddenly become a r ery o 

white hair , rencher 

The wedding was a ghastly expense I vvis we Fleming’s party & 

Did I tell you how poor Boots got on the wrong something rather 

was given no caviar & was still m tears the next Be wary There is a nice nest 

fishy m collecting letters, I think for sale in ^^^ri Universities are buying 

egg for us all in our senility in our correspondence Am 

them at extravagant prices u o circular pedestal table was 

My daughter saw a book on fum.ture ,n Jg. 

desenbed as a ‘loo table’ ‘What big lavatories they mu 

Fondest love 

E 

‘Nincy Mitford replied ‘Of course I was deliehted iVat^r Bcetlt\ is 

^ Marghanita LasLi had wntten in the Nen> Slattsmon 
mostlj not capnee but its shabb> relative, impudence 
’Lord Reay (1937- ) 


Combe Florey House 

To Nancy Mitford 
[December^ 1962] 


Darling Nancy 

Oh dear alas no I can’t be in London now Damn 
1 suppose you will go to the Cooper Memorial celebratio 


Monty’ ^ 
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I cn)oycd Pale fin awfully & thought the potni no parody or pasothc but a )olly 
good composition in its own right Much better than Lolita But a show-olf Too 

clever by half But a pleasure ^ ^ 

Now Madagascar’s off where will you be Jan-Feb' I ha\e no plans, don t 
particularly want sun, just change India’ Must see it quick before the Chinks take 

over 

Can It be true that ladies of fashion now wear tweed skirts at night ’ 

Was Miss--the American journalist who made advances to my daughter, 

Margaret’ I greatly enjoyed funeral story Don’t know ‘Frauders’ 

Much love 
Evelyn 

' Field Marshal Viscount Montgomery presented the Duff Qxipcr Mcmorul Prize to Michael 
Howard for The Franco-Ptusimn IVur 


To Terence Kilmartin Combe Florey House 

Postcard 

Thank you for Private Eye on London It exposes me as a hopeless old fogy Not one 
of the objects of its jokes was known to me & the drawings seemed incompetent 
scrawls So it is no good my trying to review it 

Try my son A A Waugh of 44 Chester Row, S w i He is in touch with modern 
Londoif 

E W 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

3 January 1963 

Dear Ann 

I am deeply sorry to hear of your sister’s distressing death > You must pray for 
her soul This is best done by going to a chapel where the Blessed Sacrament is 
reserved The most convenient for you is Westminster Cathedral, go up the far left 
aisle under the screen Kneel Dispel from your mind all other considerations Say, 
not out loud but m your mind ‘I have no right to ask you anything Please don’t 
consider my merits or my sister’s You made her and me what we are But you sent 
Jesus to die for us Accept his sacrifice With luck I have a few years left to me to 
make amends She hasn t So please accept anything good I have ever done as a 
negligible contribution to the immeasurable sacrifice of the incarnation, and let my 
sister into heaven Easy’ Yes, really, particularly for you who have no pride Try it 
anyway 

I will proudly dedicate my little story to you Thank you for allowing it Would 
V ou like your full name on the page or just ‘A F ’ ’ ^ 
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We.ca.™. .o«ny cu, off 0"'> « " 

li%e on tinned beans . u The hack oart is a glass roofed 

I don't snppose you remombor th.s say that 

courtyard Thtsisnon quite dark wtth accumu a ^ 

when the snow falls off the roof the w o e g bottled Disaster is 

hogshead of Burgundy (French not Portuguese) waiting 

certain Yours e\ er affec 

Evelyn 

‘Mary-Rose Chartens (1919-^:1) She mamed in 1940 

"rZ?Z «r, ,s Pwrreed with m esp.an»aq noie m ihe f™ 

Flenung’, beginning 

‘Dear Ann , ,. resurrected characters from earlier 

In this senile attempt to recapture the manner of m> you 
stones tshich, if you eser read them, sou will base forgotten 


Combe Florey House 

To Alec Waugh 

16 January 1963 

My Dear Alex 1 rpnrce & aunt Emmie > We received a 

1 have sad news to give you of our uncle, present) frosts to say 

message from one of their neighbours dunng through the 

that they were in a grave condition Yesterday expected George is 

snow to Keinton Mandeville& found things r g^j-j-etions, not sexually) 

senile, paralysed, bed-ndden & incontinent ( spea ° , A few neighbours 

Emma is senile but still mobile They live in the utmos ,, unwilling to 

have taken pity on them from time to time but they, 

take permanent charge j sounds are interpreted 

George is unable to express an opinion but certain an g^austed herself with 
by Emmie as meanmg a reluctance to move Emma as ^ opinion All 

canng for him as to be almost incapable of forming or e p 

that IS clear is that she will not be parted from George temporarily, dunng 

I have found a nursing-home which is willing to ta et address 

itty absence abroad If they can be induced to mwe vv ^y,thout constant - 

George may die any minute or live for some years e can 

attention TTyt<= is merely a warning 

I will send you further particulars as soon as I know e shortly 

that devoted & expensive attention will be require o ot 

Yours ever affec 
Evelyn 

* George and Emma Raban were half-brother and half-sister to Catherme Waug 
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To Nancy MitfORD Hotel Royal Westminster, 

2 February 1963 Menton A M 


Darling Nancy, 

‘Damn’ you will say, or in your cosmopolitan way ‘Merde He's writing again 
The man who bored the Hadeses out of Trinidad’ 

But It’s all right This doesn’t need an answer I write from the extremit) of 
loneliness which will be relieved by the time >ou get this by Laura’s return I have 
spoken to no one since she went to Naples 

I was never much of a one for parlez-vousing, as you know, but 30 years ago 1 
could often catch on to what the frogs said and even make a few intelligible noises 
myself Now I might be among Chinese Words fail me more& more I find it with 
English too - a shrinking vocabulary 

About Quennell’s bun shop We must remember Q.is aging It is alarmingly 
possible that he has got in an apprentice baker who is taking a nibble Quennell I am 
sure would not pick at a currant When 1 get back to England 1 will make discreet 
enquiries The awful thing is that I am totally dependent on him both for bread &. 
cakes 

Did you know that the frog pnests who have taken to trousers call them their 
‘clergymans’ ^ 

This is a very nice hotel but I am dying of boredom and infertility I went to the 
cinema & understood what you meant by ‘sitting in a box like an old pew’ I read it as 
‘jew’ & was puzzled I couldn’t understand a word of the film, named Ophelia ‘ The 
heroine was hideous 

My treat today is to visit the Salle des Manages in the town hall decorated by 
Cocteau 

One can never get a chair in the casino I like to sit down & play away for hours for 
minimum stakes I hate having to shout to the croupiers over rows of old women 

DONT^ANSWER 


' By Qaude Chabrol, 1962 


Lots of love 
E 


To Nancy Mitford Combe Florey House 

9 [19^] February 1963 

Darling 

Your tomb You can get a slap up angel for £^000 — do you really mean that sum 
or was It a slip of the pen for N F ^ But where will you set it up ^ Protestant parsons 
are tigers m this one matter m which they retain authority Lately a poor widow put 
for ever m mv thoughts’ on her husband’s grave & was made to remove it The 
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Church of England does not behc\e in angels anj more I presume }ou want to be 
planted at S\vinbrook' Unless the parson there is evcepttonall) venal & snobbish 
\ou ha\en’t a chance of an angel Also the French customs are ver) stnet about 
exporting corpses Your best plan x\ould be to die in Genoa-\er) comfortable hotel 
called, 1 think, Columbus - where e\er\ licence is given to sculpture Or vou could 
bu) a plot at Brookwood - near the foot guards but not really very nice 

I am engaged at the moment in trj mg to get permission to build a 12 bedder vault 
here Bishop of Bath 4 , Wells not forthcoming at all Perhaps IVlrs Hamish Hamilton 
could get vou into a Jewish sanctuary - they believe in angels So do Mohamedans 
but thev aren’t allowed to make statues of them 
There is a very nice cemetery at Mentone full of the English who were sent there 
to die of consumption I cheered up a lot there after Laura joined me There was a 
lovely bus full of Lolitas which collected them from school at 11 30 and eventuallv 
"em, shedding them alas, to Monte Carlo 
My life here is embittered by the presence of a senile aunt She described a friend 
as rather poorly with cancer’ The Pope is said to be m that condition too I have 
just written his obituary for the Yanks ’ 

I saw Peters m London He shone with simple honesty But there is some delay in 
getting money from America I yvonder if his Yank agent is as honourable as he 

Loye 

E 

' Nancy Mitfotd is buned in the churchyard at Swinbrookin Oxfordshire, near the house built by her 
Either in 1927 - 

^apprccution of Pope John’, SaturJuy Eitmng Post, 27 Ju!\ 1963 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

20 February 1963 

Dear Ann 

Just home, to find your letter of 22nd January I am writing to Goldeneye in the 

°Pc that you are still there, tho I do not at all envy you the tropic sun or the local 
society 

^ [Hugh] Gaitskell’s death I thought sadly of your loss of a 

^ cris ed friend That, coming so soon on your sister’s, must have brought death 
^ always feel the breath on my neck You don’t normally, I think, you 
osc Someone you love every year now for the rest of your life It is a condition 

has to accepts prepare for 
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Mentone was verv agreeable I went there to work but did not write a single word 
Instead I read pre 1914 English best-sellers in the hotel librars I wasawfullv bored 
for ten days while Laura was visiting the D’Armses in Naples When she rejoined 
me I got quite jollj We went to rich meals at Venee Ic Monte Girlo & \er> simple 
ones in local fish restaurants There is a Casino at Mentone with ver> low stakes & 
continual quarrels Everj' turn of the wheel produced an altercation Spender-hke 
Italian jouths come on motor bie}cles& snatch the winnings of bemused English 
widows & the croupiers make no attempt to maintain order or justice 

The French do not drink paraldehyde I spent a lot of time crawling from chemist 
to chemist explaining that I was held up by snow & had m> doctor’s prescriptions in 
England ‘Vous save/ que je suis habitue a quclqucchose assez forte’ It always 
worked& I have returned with a large& saried collection of narcotics I put them in 
aspirin bottle&in case the customs noticed so there is likely to be a death here soon of 
the next person who has a headache & looks in my room for a remedy 

Yours ever affec 
Evelyn 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florev House 

13 March [1963] 


My Dear Ann 

It is not true that I come to London weekly Were it so, you would be constantly 
p agued by invitations to marble halls I don’t know what can have put this into the 

von Hofmanstahls heads but I was tight when I last saw them & may have told them 
anything 

Jack Donaldson is correct in saying that if y ou & any of your friends get to heav en 
you wi rejoice individually in one anothers company but he is pulling your leg if he 
suggests a continuation of common pleasures Only the Mohamedans expect 
tucking in heaven As for jokes, y ou may remember that it was one of Ronald Knox’s 
problems (a) all humour spnngs from imperfection (b) how can we conceive of 
Thom^More& Philip Neri devoid of humour? What is cenain is that we should be 
jolly different, beatified and perfect & united m the love of God & one another, each 
retaining indiv iduality, not like Buddhists mingled into an eternal, undifferentiated 
unity But no one knows or can imagine what our condition will be Jack will go to 
heaven, I think It is hard to conceive of a beatified & perfeaed Randolph who was 
recognizable at all 

I hope vour ‘flu’ has passed 

Vlary Herbert says that it was impossible that your grandmother ever feared 
orcc. y on t you put the horse whip into the hand of that tipsy buffoon don 
who married Mary Strickland’s girP Carr? Ker? Kerr?^ 

The voun^ FiizHerberts are back at 15 Westboume Terrace He is making a slow 
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recox en from jaundice She is out of xxork but bus> buiing bnc a bra 

furniture n 

.c.„.affo.aap.ese« W.Ua-neU 

be best man in his blue shirt 

Greatl>en)0>mgi?0Stf^’<;O'^ nnrchase a marble angel for her grave 

Naacy Rodd has left £4,000 m her vv, “ Genoa ro d.e 

Veri hard to get parsons to put up ang immediate famil> 

la^negonaungforarabeddersauUtoforjnn^ „„„ ,he hfe of 

I read m a nev.spaper (not The lime ) 

Gaitskell^ Hexxon’t do it xxell, >ou knoxx ^ collar’ The 

Do lou think It xer> plebeian to pnvate houses the napkins 

Pope does so So do I often - not in Londoi^^be^u^ P 

are either made of loo paper or coxered m o P ^ ^ thgj are 

Your story xvont be out till autumn xxi version is 

ready Then you can refuse the ded.cat.on ,f you don 
slightly better than xxhat the Telegraph pnnte 
Who killed Rodnei Berry ’ 

Why is Perry [Broxvnloxx] selling his fine silx walking 

1 am very lame Qrrying too ''"if' go to that place m Surrev 

because of the lameness A vicious circle cards What should I do 

Douglas Woodruff lost 2 stone there But 1 ao v 

betxxeen baths & douches' Rrtnd hiehlx sexed In the film you 

I am surprised that old Kaspar thinks Jame , g^sg Gaming & homici e 

took me to 1 saxv no evidence of this - rather the 
seemed his xveaknesses visitor 

FrCaran.an,sst.lln,.hus-agen>l=,uncompla.n,nBV,s.t 

Youraffec coz 

E W 

ted that Viscountess Elcho, 

' Arthur Jamc, Balfour bj Kenneth Young, pubtehed because of her relationship 

later Countess of Wemjss, feared that her husband might bnng leg 

wth Balfour It is far from certain that thev had an affair ^ mamed in 195 ° 1^1 

^ Sara SmeUand (1926- ) granddaughter of 58 

Carr, historian, and Warden of St Antony’s College, Oxfor si 
^Robert Rhodes James, Rosebery, 1963 
‘Urd Longford never considered doing so 
’Rodney Berry (1917-63) Director of the Ihffe Press uieu 


Combe Florey House 

To Lady Acton 
15 March 1963 

Dearest Daphne , very cross marginalia I 

1 am returning the tract you kindly lent me xvit , j thought it common 
didn’t like it at all Apart from objecting to muc o t e 
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& cocksuFL in expression, sometimes assertm}: as faet what it had to prove & 
sometimes lapsing into eommonpliee 

Some people, like Penelope Betjeman, like* making a row in ehureh and I don’t see 
vvhj they shouldn’t, just as the Abvssmians daiiee& wave rattles I should feel joll) 
sh> dancing & I feel shv pravingout loud Lverv parish might have one row dv Mass 
a Sundav for those who like it But there should be silent ones for those who like 
quiet 

The Uniate Churches are highlv relevant 'I hev are allowed to keep their aneient 
habits of devotion and to have a ritual in languages like Svriac, Bv/antine Greek, 
Ghi/, Slavonic which are much deader than Latin Whv should we not have a 
Lniate Roman Church & let the Germans have their own knoekaboul 
performances' 

I think It great cheek of the Germans to tr> & teaeh the rest of the world anything 
about religion They should be in perpetual sackcloth & ashes for all their enormities 
from Luther to Hitler 

The worst mistake of jour T r Dav is is his almost blasphemous degradation of the 
conception ot the Mjstical Bodj into a parish meeting You &. 1 & the dancing 
Ab}ssinians& the saints in glorj are, as vou well know integral parts oft he Mvstical 
Body We don’t have to be shouting one another down m the next pew 

When Fr Davis says that the new, impoverished Holy Week is a good thing 
because it teaches people the Old Testament, he is raving There was six times as 
much Old Testament in the old serv ices than the new 

The word ‘vernacular’ is almost meaningless If they intend to have versions of 
the liturgv m the everyday speech of everyone, they will have to have some 
hundreds of thousands of versions In civih/ed countries Norway has z languages. 
Spam 3, Milanese can’t understand Sicilian etc When you get to Asia & Africa it is 
Babel As you know most African languages are quite incapable of conveying 
theological meanings & some haven’t even a word for‘virgin’ 1 am told-simply two 
words for girls before and after puberty 

I have had a great scolding from Penelope Betjeman about my article ' She 
admits she just w^nts to make a noise - also to teach half baked children 

Surely it is one of the signs of the Holy Ghost that the half-baked and illiterate do 
somehow grasp the truths of the Church without understanding the words ^ 

The decision actually taken at the Council, 1 gather, will be that all the 
introduction to the canon of the Mass will be in vernacular on days of obligation 
They also say that we must have the same version as the Americans, heaven help us 
I shall have to come to M’Bebi to perform my duties in Mashona 

Love from 
Evelvn 


' ‘The Same Again Please’, Spectator, 23 November 1962 
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To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

28 March 1963 

Dear Ann 

My Sunday papers said that all England had been agog with rumours that the 
Minister for War had shot a nigger at Cliveden * No npple reached us 
I am very glad that O’Neill’s father-in-law-to-be- believes in evening dress I 
have seen O’N after dark in most unsuitable costume You may have noticed that on 
the rare occasions I dine with >ou I always dress - preasely like the proverbial 
Englishman in the jungle 

I have been reading (for my autobiography) my dianes at the age 16-17 I 2 
ghastly bov 

Bond’s passions I have not studied the »exts but you showed me a film and I 
thought he looked verj' temperate, despite jour interesting enclosure which showed 
he had impregnated a girl at a great distance The real satj romaniac doesn’t care 
w hat women look like — old, j oung, deformed, all are the same That vv ish to be seen 
about with notably pretty girls suggests Beaton and Kaetchen Kommer In the film 
I think he dallied during a sweaty siesta with a half caste and then went off in a boat 
With a prize cock-drop - a sort of Swedish games-mistress ^ But I was not verj 
attentive Anyway there was nothing there to exate Old Kaspar 

Ever your affec coz 
Evelyn 

Is Randolph running a second-hand book-shop' He keeps sending me volumes to 
sign 

John Profumo, Secretar) of State for War, told the House of Commons on aa March that there had 
no impropriety between himself and Christine Keeler, whom he had met at Cliseden She was 
^ng an affair w ith a negro 

Ann Fleming’s son Lord O’Neill mamed in 1963 Georgina, daughter of Lord George Montagu- 
ouglas-Scott, brother of the Duke of Buccleuch 

Ursula Andress in Dr No, directed by Terence Young 


Randolph Churchill Combe Florey House 

2 Apnl 1963 

Dear Randolph 

No pft could have given me greater delight than your discovery of Franas 
case s Designs ' Will you not let me repay you for the purchase^ If you insist on 
g munificent, I can only redouble my thanks The book comes most 
P^rtunely as I am at the moment writing of Crease in my autobiography 
J ‘ ^ndsome leather case has arrived with copies of books of mine for inscription 
gratified that you should want a complete set for vour own hbrarv It is not 
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clear why you require duplicates, unless you are going into trade Your generosity in 
the matter of Crease’s Designs disarms me, but I must point out that I gave you a 
copy of Men at Arms on publication What happened to that ’ And why two more 
copies Do you make frequent bonfires of fiction ^ 

If you wish me to register the return parcel ghost must send sealing-wax I never 
register anything Delivery is delayed, compensation for loss (except in the case of 
special insurance) is negligible It is always the registered bags that are stolen en 
route 

Unless I hear that you wish the parcel registered I will send it by ordinary post 
I hope you are not finding the privations of Lent enervating 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

'Waugh had wntten a preface for Thirty-Four Decorative Designs, pnvatel> printed in 1927, for 
Francis Crease, who lived near Lancing 

^ Churchill said he wanted a set for each of his children 


To Randolph Churchill Combe Florey House 

7 April 1963 

Postcard 

I should perpetrate a fraud if I msenbed to you personally books intended for the 
market I have therefore signed duplicates on the title page as I do for charitable 
bazaars 


To Lady Diana Cooper Combe Florey House 

25 April 1963 

Darling Pug 

Here is a little picture to remind you of our happy days in Rome How happy you 
made them It was years since I saw so much of you Time fell away& I was back on 
tour with The Miracle 

My Florentine excursion was very different - all palaces full of white gloved 
footmen & colossal statuary At Harold’s I had a bed room as big as the throncTOom 
at the Vatican & not unlike it Light switches indistinguishable from bells concealed 
behind tapestries Whenever I woke in the night to take my poison I rang by mistake 
& troups of servants of all ages & sexes charged m crying T 1 bagno adesso^’i We 
visited many Amencan millionaires in neighbounng palaces & I pined for Piazza 
S Bartolomeo & even the rough grass of Pogson’s park ^ The grass here, by the way, 
IS \ ery brilliant and succulent & offers rich grazing for you all the summer Do come 
a. browse 

Admiralty House has gone down hill since baby’s [Lady Diana Cooper’s] time 
The fine dining room is transformed into offices, the dolphin furniture banished 
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wth the Capt Cook paintings White paint everywhere Baby « bedroom is the 
drawing-room, but the luncheon party was very cosy I think the Pnme Minister 
teamed to escape the cares of state by recreating Balliol 1912 The only discordant 
^olce was that of Thomson the Canadian newspaper-owner, a pathetic oat 1 said o 
him ‘We met at the first mght of Dr No I couldn’t understand it, cou you 
Thomson ‘There were girls without much clothmg I liked that E W Youm 

be \ery over-excitable sexually’ That made the wop ambassador sp it is si es 
Home to find piles of letters to answer & Lady Onslow in residence 
I shan’t come to London for a long time If you come here (not in ^sy 
Stratford or Bath) I promise you shall never enter the dining-room but av 
meals on the grass wet or fine 

All love 


' At LaPictra, Harold Acton’s house 
* Commander Frank Pogson mamed the Princess Dona. 

^Harold Macmillan, who was living at Admiralty House while 10 


Downing Street was renovated 


To Ann Fleming 
7 May 1963 

I received no letter from you m Rome No doubt it 1 

who was m occupation ofMother Judy’s mortuary Itissa as ^ ® 

liked to see you & do not expect to be in London again for many wee 
Easter m Rome was (for me) vividly soaal Except or se^on a 
church I was with Diana all the time She was buggerless , ea 1 ^ 
between meals, shying away from dming room tables & denaan haunt-a 

pass Ml suishL A minute modern bar m the Via Condone is her new ha™. J 
great improvement on the odious California The chief interest among R 
the incident of Dona-Pamphili-Pogson callmg Pnncess Isa e a ofpcialh 

bttch’ People said ‘In Ronnie Graham’s day he would have been offiaall) 

repnmanded Ward is useless„ffti«,.lpcfions- 
I had expeaed tourists & pilgnms m Rome No on^e wame me overhead and 

c\ery building obscured by hoardings, helicopters showen g ,,r,ner\ine In 

worst of all loud-speaker vans in every street at all hours h ° j-‘tLsis 

Florence I was given a benbboned plastic bag of earth with the s 

the sacred soil of your country which the socialists seek to ta e p. 

Tony Powell knows a lot about painting In youth he rew^ attended the 
decorations of military subjects He slept with Nma Hamnett and 

E C C School of Arts & Crafts in Southampton Row md the 

1 cannot judge his musical tastes He was a friend of Constan a .. 
musical conv ersations in what w as it called ^ ‘The pagoda of t e e 
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something like that Casanova’s Chtnese Restaurant perhaps - anyway those 
conversations impressed me with his inside knowledge I don’t think you appreaate 
Tony as you should Of course everyone is at his worst at Grubstreet’s^ table 
Do you know Miss Kathleen Hale’s drawings - Orlando, The Marmalade Cat 
series^ She has done a very pretty frontispiece for the story I am dedicating to you 
Is Sutton, Surrey m London ^ A great-nephew of Hughes has a painting of his 
for sale there which I should like to see 11 Laburnum Avenue Would you like to 
make a reconnaissance if it is near your asylum ^ ’ The address on your letter doesn t 
seem adequate so I am sending this to Victoria Square m the hope that it will be 
forwarded 


Ever your afifec coz 
E W 

‘ Sylvia Stanley (1882- ) Mamed in 1906 Bngadier-General Anthony Henley who died in 1926 

Lord Stanley’s aunt 

^ Not a sexual reference It means she was without companions 

^Sir Ronald Graham was British Ambassador in Rome 1921-33, Sir John Ward (i 909 ~ ) 
Bntish Ambassador in Rome 1962-6 

* Nina Hamnett (1890-1956) Portrait and landscape painter 

^ Constant Lambert (1905-51) Composer, conduaor and critic At twenty-one he was the first British 
composer to be asked to write a ballet for Diaghilev 
Lady Pamela Berry 
Forest Mere, a health farm 


To Nancy Mitford Combe Florey House 

24 May 1963 

Darling Nancy 

I was m London yesterday & heard from Mrs Freeze the news of your 
mother’s illness and of your sad vigil on Mull She told me you wanted letters It is a 
long time since I wrote, but my life is so dull that there is little to tell 

I have been made a new-fangled thing called a ‘Companion of Literature’, ^ the 
invention of Freddy Birkenhead, no emoluments, no adornments, no precedence, 
no duties - average age 78 I am by far the youngest They live scattered between 
Cap Ferat, California & Hong Kong so I don’t think I shall enjoy much 
companionship But I thought it would be stuck up & unfnendly to Freddy if I 
refused I have to go to a banquet which I dread 

Prince Richard of Gloucester is being sent to stay with Harold Acton to broaden 
his (H R H s) mind Harold was examined by the Duke and pronounced most 
suitable 

Daphne [Fielding] has finished her treatise on Rosa^ It is jolly good but I think 
full of inaccuracies My friend B Bennett (Hyde Park Hotel) has bought the 
Cavendish & proposes to rebuild it& retain the name Daphne mentions you as an 
habitute Surely nottrue^ 

M\ daughter Margaret attends a ‘Pre-natal clinic’m Paddington where she is the 
only patient who is both white & married & is treated as a rare bird 
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Your lunatic cousin Randolph has set up as proof corrector 
Mrs Fleming has spent £5,000 on a gonlla by Nolan^, £200 on a touching scene 
by Arthur Hughes - Tlie Convent Boat portraying grim nuns rowmg a novice away 
from her mourning family Mr Flemmg is very jealous of the Duchess of Argyll who 
has been paid £60,000 for [her story] ^ The Duke is getting only 40 thou Peters 
refused to handle her affairs I spent most of yesterday with him & am convinced of 
his high honesty and devotion to our interests 
Birds fall dead all round us poisoned by farmers Our asparagus, usually our one 
good crop, has failed - a few stunted purple stumps 
Harold Acton has also written a novel ^ — did I tell you ^ Very odd & funny He has 
forgotten the English language - a warning to all expatnates 
Do they talk Gaehc on Mull ? I couldn’t understand John Betjeman’s last Celtic 
jokebook.^ 

Darlmg Nancy, I haven’t said a word of sympathy about your mother’s illness, 
but I feel It keenly ® 

Love from 
Evelyn 

* Mrs Fnese Greene 

^ An award from the Royal Soaety of Literature 
■’ The Duchtis ofjemyn Street 

* Sidney Nolan (1917- ) Australian painter 

^The Dute of Argyll had been granted a divorce for adultery on 8 Mav In the event the Duchess 
brought an acuon to prevent his publishing two of sue articles in the People in 1964 
‘ Old Lamps for New 
’ A Wealth of Poetry 

Lady Redesdale was dead b) the time Waugh’s letter arrived 


To Brian Franks Combe Florey House 

28 May [1963] 

Dear Brian 

Cavendish 

ft IS essential that the Jermyn Street stucco fa9ade & the lamps remain 
undisturbed by whatever you do behind them 
ft IS highly desirable that Rosa’s [Lewis] parlour remain intact What has 
happened to the portraits of her? Edith» & Daphne [Fielding] would know This 
* ould be a champagne parlour presided over (under strict surveillance) by 
someone like Daphne or, better, Maimie Lygon 

e value of your property is 4/5 the prestige (?) Rosa gave it You should attract 
Lnghsh customers of the nght (?) sort -1 e old Rosa types They will draw in the 
^anks more than any new-fangled shower-baths etc They can wash anywhere If 
Cavendish, it will be for unique atmosphere, associations etc 
criously suggest M Lygon as your ‘hostess’ 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 
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When you re-open Cavendish you could re-issue Daphne’s book^ with an epilogue 
saying that you were carrying on old traditions etc 

Centenary of Rosa’s birth is in about three years Suitable time for re-opening ^ 

' Edith Jeffrey, fnend and lady-m-waiting to Rosa Lewis for forty years She continued to run the 
hotel for ten years after Rosa’s death 

^Daphne Fielding, The Duchess ofjermyn Street, 1964 

^The hotel was rebuilt completely, retaining no links with Rosa Lewis 


To Lady Acton Combe Florey House 

10 June 1963 


Dearest Daphne 

I was much relieved to get your letter I feared I had been too uppish in criticising 
that paper-back on the liturgy & that you had taken umbrage I should have known 
you better 

My crush on Pope John became less fervent when all the newspapers took him 
up Of course I revered him to the end but there is an instinctive and (I find) 
uncontrollable antipathy towards anyone whose photograph one sees twice a day 
You can bet that all this fever of praise is the preliminary for a very cold welcome to 
his successor Pray God not the Austnan Milan or Palermo for me ^ No danger at 
all of Spellman 

Woodruff has developed a senile infatuation for a very’ dangerous clergyman 
called Kung2 - not Chinese, central European, a heresiarch who in happier days 
would be roasted 

You are jolly calm about the Wind of Change in Africa I daresay it is much 
calmer on the spot If you see English newspapers you would suppose we are alhn 
erment^over the Profumo affair We aren’t They call it‘the greatest scandal of the 
century’ To my knowledge in my life time three Prime Ministers have been 
adulterers and almost every cabinet has had an addict of almost every sexual vice 

oor Profumo - an Italian, jew, freemason - had an affair with a prostitute Every 
pap^ pretends to be hornfied He did wrong to he about it, but Rufus Isaacs lied to 
the House of Commons in a ‘personal statement’ about the Marconi contract, and 
ascended to great honours So I daresay that when I read m these same papers that 
Rhod^ia is m a ferment, it looks calm in Ma^oe as it does m Combe Florey The 

trouble is that disastrous political events (m Mazoe and m C-F) can happen without 
us bothering - 


Don’t take seriously Richard’s fuss about Schools No one ever fails unless, like 

the examiners This nervous excitement about 

her °rh My nephew, [Robin] Grant, came 

™'>'ermg about h,s schools it ,s a hysterta entirely novel 

ciMsm'schools m “hom they now associate Anyway one’s 

Gardiner ‘ rh ‘*' 5 '''“'“ “ “"'S subsequent prosperity E g Gerald 

Bi o d'id b'Tr' r"' ‘''"™ » “'ere" Also Robert 

n, dead but famous, J Betjeman alive & famous and thousands of others 
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I should be much interested to know whether the antiquarian - what was his 
name— has fled Uhuru 

The polite boy A Waugh* has command of a ship 

Much love 
Evelyn 

^ you being persecuted by a lame French girl who is writing a thesis on R 
Kjiox?* Beware 


Cardinal Archbishop of Milan became Pope Paul VI 
^ rofessor Hans Kung( 1928- ) Professor of Thcolog> at Tubingen A reformer 

CHrdiner (1900- ) took a Fourth Class degree Created Lord Gardmer 1963, Lord 

* Alastair Goldsworthy 
^ Waugh’s nephew Andrew 
‘SolangeDayras 


To Alfred Duggan Combe Florey House 

19 June 1963 

Dear Alfred 

I am at work on an autobiography * and am asking various fnends how much they 
nund being mentioned Of course, if they object, they will be left nameless I asked 
ord Hot-lunch Molson if I might say he was tight at Lancing on Ascension Day 
1921 He replied that he did not mind but that the revelation would cause great gnef 
in the High Peak Division of Derbyshire 
Do you mind my mentioning you as a notably debauched undergraduate - 
hunters, night-chauffeur, the empty chair at your table (m case you had asked a 
forgotten guest the night before) etc ^ 

If you do object, I shall, of course, exclude all this You may well think it would 
embarrass your adopted son and I should well understand 


‘ A Little Learnings 1964 


Yours ever 
Evelyn 


ToAnn Fleming Combe Florey House 

18 July 1963 

Lord Broughshane’s 60th birthday* 

Dear Ann 

It IS very kind of you to ask us to Sevenhampton Alas, we have no car except our 
old bus which is too uncomfortable for long journeys We ordered a new can months 
ago but the makers are always on stnke& have not sent it yet If it ever comes and if 
there is any day when you are alone, we will visit 3'ou rvith pleasure I read in th 
papers that Ian has a new car and that it is a great happiness & consolation to h ^ 
Yesterday I sent you what our betters used to call ‘a Wimbome’^ for pvni 
of this term see m> life of Knox explanation 

■ - ^ 
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The Grub Street gang had another go at my watch^ - stole it from mv bedside 
Fortunately the eontrolling minds were distraeted & their agent popped it in 
Taunton for i/ioofthe value, so he is in prison* the wateh baek in nu poeket 
You must remember that the Prime Minister, like Sir Winston* Lord Hailsham, 
IS \ American* eannot be judged bj English standards, but 1 can \sell understand 
that, confronted by Quennell, his thoughts strajed utstiully to dukes All his 
friends were killed in the war Worst of all he saw the light & rejeeted it If he had 

made his submession to the Church in 1916 when he momcniarilv decided to, he 
would not be prime minister nor married to a Casendish but he would have been a 
happy * virtuous publisher His gravest erimes have been (a) destrojing the 
Clarendon Hotel to build a Woolworth stores in the Corn [Cornmarket Street] at 
Oxford (b) appointing Trevor-Roper Regius Profe’ssor The former w as sj inbolie of 
his break witb his undergraduate life - the Clarendon was the meeting place of his 
fnends* the scene e g of the 2tst-er whieh caused Charles Lister^ to be sent down 
(though P M was a junior generation), the latter appointment showed maliec to the 
Church I was staying with him in Naples in 1944 when he got the news that 
Churchill* Roosevelt had consented to the destruction of (Catholic) Lithuania He 
showed obvious satisfaction saying ‘Well, that’s one problem the less’ I think he 
has grown a carapace of cynicism to protect a tender conscience Perhaps he may 
find his soul in retirement 
Butler®, of course, is sub-human 

I think you said you never saw the story lam dedicating to you You will receive a 
handsome copy with a frontispiece by Marmalade Cat Miss Hale Meanwhile here 
are some proofs 

Fuddy Duddy Spender caused deathless offence to all the other Fuddy 
Duddies ® It is not becoming in him to show scorn of anything, least of all at a 
literary gathering Such things are his life’s work He must not pose as a Rimbaud 
It took me many days to recover from the strain of 2 days in London 
If in arranging your furniture you wish to get rid of that mahogany (rose wood =*)& 
ormolu fluted column to which I have a pair, please remember I shall be a willing 
purchaser 

Ever your affee coz 
Evelyn 

The Chartenses held a family council the other day about the Balfour adultery 
Were you not invited ® 

^ No Lord Broughshane was born i8 June 1903 

A Wimbomc (faking its name from the photograph ofafooihaller which appeared in a newspaper 
over the title “Lady Wimbome, who has adopted the new wind-swept st\Ie of hairdressing") was a 
picture cut from a newspaper with which was included from an adjoining column a particularly 
inappropnate caption ’ Ronald Knox p 223 

^Previously Stephen Spepder had been taking Waugh’s watch to be mended, when, much to his 
embarrassment, it was stolen from him It was recovered, slightly damaged, and he had it repaired 
^CharlesListerfiSSy-igis) Son of Lord Ribblesdale Killed at Gallipoli 
’Then First Secretary of State and Deputy Pnme Minister 

’At a meeting of the Royal Society of Literature, Spender came in weanng a dinner-jacket and an 
order and smoked his cigar before the loyal toast 
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0 )mbe I Iort\ House 


To An\ Flfming 
7 August 1963 

Dear -Inn 

'UUinga prlL^rfot'^lI; f boredom about ms earls l.ie I am also 

of Galsvsurtln’s Man .J Property Eser 

>^rca!Is shoektni dull f it rtserenee He 

«cl^sp« h,„, 'bu, „!, n'‘t „'„ ;j;,r "’■‘' ■' "" 

■''"■» ' ““ J''ri!!-'rdLd 1, No,, ,„„ ,„|| 

Vflu rc d f \ ^ ■* '■laoi-trophobu 

^eble Adonherft*? ‘’‘"'^'"b'Ji'U-scrapcr/ooopposite 

insisted on sccondm,r\h'^!^^''^Guneedidnot want a/oo and 
1 be nlumK ‘bat he eouid antagonise the congregation 

^ouaretildm?’, ^ painters of Somerset arc skilled and re-spectful 

“Uuuing too near the midland cuies 


Vours afiec 
Eseljn 


Combe riore> House 


To John McDougsll 
September 1963 

Dear Jack 

alrelrf Vl^ beautiful thought of Spott>’s to give me a birthday present > J have 
> nad a fine clock and a trompe Toed (no, that must mean to cuckold a Roose 
to It P Chapman & Hall Still if Spott) feels munificent keep him up 

t'erhaps sve can discuss it on Saturdas My preference would be for a mnr,- 
Pe^anent pledge of Spotty’s love c g an umbrella or an air tight mahogany ciirar 

the decanters The last of a crested set of my great grandfathers svas broken 

c other daj & I mourn them 

The great thing about the Tnng-Enton-Liphook cure is that it does not cure n 
ot drink but confers the benefits anew Forty jears ago I was deJinouslv h 
two cocktails, half a bottle of champagne & a glass of brandy Now I drml 1 ° r 

whisky w ithout the smallest sense of inebnation - ~ 

Laura Sc I look forward so much to seeing you & May aeam 
Pray do not reply 


Yours ever 


* For Waugh’s sixtieth birthday on 28 October 
^ Waugh wrote on 14 October Lost isib m 14 days No euphoria until 
burgundy ’ 


Evelyn 

first dinner ofgrousc pie and 
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To Margaret Fir/HFRBERr Combi, blorty Houst 

S S Simon and Judt [a8 October) 1963 

Darling Pig, 

What a lovely present It is most generous of >ou ind Giles to pan with these 
exquisite drawings which you cleverly found and acquired for your own delight I 
will leave them back to you in mv will I licks* did not use the postmen m the 
painting, which makes it the more interesting It is clearly j study for it I he female 
figure, I think, was for his MarLel I shall have them mounted together 

and put in one frame and hung near the big Hieks in the morning-room 1 shall nut 
send the bill to vou You have too many calls on your purse at the moment \our 
letter was enchanting 

You will be constantly in my thoughts and prayers during the tedious time ahexid 
of you and I look forward tcnderlv and eagerly to your visit with the piglet 

Your mother and I have just returned from a visit to the I'lemings at their new 
edifice in Berkshire They have spent prodigious sums in destroying a large house 
and building a very small one in a narrow strip of swamp which they have had to 
dram, excavate and fill with acres of soil imported from afar Their draw ing-room 
can only be reached through the dining-room I hey have larger quarters for 
themselves The spare rooms are minute and divided by paper-thin partitions 
through which every sneeze is plainly audible The company (nor staying bur 
coming from the neighbourhood) was comprised of former loves of mine - Clarissa, 
Teresa Cuthbertson, Virginia Charteris- (in that case a mere romantic interest 
which never developed) 

Lord Avon kept his distance Penelope Cuthbertson was greativ admired by Ian 
Fleming- not bv me I thought she needed a hair-cut and elocution lessons She was 
impolite to her mother She told me you had been to a party of hers 1 hope you 
exercise a good influence on her 

l am not noticeably thinner for my sufferings at Forest Mere bur am verv much 
healthier and much rejuvenated Poor Ian ten years my junior is very decrepit 

Nancy Mitford says that no young girl would be put off marrying by the 
supposed discovery that she was engaged to her brother True' Ask some of your 
wilder, irreligious friends so that I can refute her I should have thought it was a 
deep-rooted taboo ^ 

The wall on the terrace opposite the mpmmg-room window is up and the 
sphynxes hoisted into place It looks very well to my eyes 

Here is the hundred pounds I promised Don’t bother to acknowledge 

Fr Caraman’s present is eharming Pound by you* Is he abroad or merely 
immersed in social life I sent him my little book but got no answer He is normally 
very punctilious Can Aitken^ have failed to send it' Do enquire tactfully 

The little Waughs come tonight for a week 

All love sweet Hog 
Papa 

’ George Elgar HicLs {1824-1914) 

^Virginia Forbes Adam (1922- ) Mamed Etugo Chanens in 1948 
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’The plot of Basil Seal Rtdes Again depends on Seal preventing his daughter marrying by revealing, 
falsely, that he is her fiance’s father Nancy Muford had written ‘Now Evelyn scnously do you think 
being brother and sister would really have stopped them marrving’ I call this rather naif but the 
trouble IS Prod has turned into vou and this falsifies even thing ’ 

'• Gillon Aitken (1938- ), then general editor of Chapman &. Hall 


To Ann F LEMING Combe Florey House 

28 October 1963 

Dear Ann 

Laura says I teased you too much abour your edifice and on reflection I believe 
she IS right Please forgive me It is my ugly nature to pick holes I should have said 
much more m congratulation for what you have achieved and much less in 
complaining where our tastes differ Here is a suggestion for remedying the 
unsightly slope [drawing] You could find the voluted stone-work by diligently 
searching masons’ yards and the vendors of garden ornaments It would cost a lot to 
get them cut new 

What V ou have achiev ed is a house absolutely suited to y our own & Ian’s needs If 
you had bought an old house it would have imposed its habits on you You have 
made something where there is no predecessor breathing down your neck and you 
have insured a happy twenty years in watching it mature & filling it with treasures 
We enjoyed our visit enormously - such beef, such grouse, such Taittinger such 
Bollinger, so many old loves for me, so many kinsfolk for Laura We think we must 
be Very dull company for you in comparison with your bizarre habitues I never feel 
the need of pep pills Perhaps my fnends wish I took them 

I wish vou would come here You would find it as restful & austere as Forest 
Mere 

I have venfied that ‘lunette’ is what Battersby is making for your door 
You must put ink, pens, blotting paper etc in drawing-room & mam bed rooms 
Also matches (preferably in heavy silver cases engraved with the name of the room) 
and clocks Superfluous beds to be kept in store room when not in use 

I still have a nagging fear (apart from Laura’s rebuke) that I was not a good 
guest Sorry 

Ever your affec coz 
E W 


To Alfred Duggan Combe Florey House 

[29 October 1963] 

Postcard 


Thanks awfully for your telegram I feel greatly 
when I can decently refuse to carrv logs 


rejuvenated at reaching the age 
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To Randolph Churchill CombcIlort> House 

2i) October 1963 

Postcard 

Thank you for \our telegram It is agreeable to be* exempt from )ur> service 
Some* time* ago I sent vou a valuable little book Seareli ghost’s trunk He mav 
Inv'c* appropriated it 

L\V 


To Nancy Mittord Combe* Flore) House 

29 October 1963 

Dearest Nancy 

Your odious letter was on my breakfast table on the morning ol mv 60th birthday 
Ah, at least one old friend has written to congratulate me on reaching the age when 1 
am exempt from jur\ service and can no longer deeentlv be* expected to carry 
anything Not at all A sharp reminder that mv powers are fading and that I am a 
bore 

All you say, I refute The story is too short, not too long It would have made* a 
novel Old people are more interesting than young One of the particular points of 
interest is to observe how after 50 they revert to the habits, mannerisms and 
opinions of their parents, however wild they were m youth 1 see it on all sides as 
well as in myself B Seal had highly conventional parents His changeSc recovery of 
his youth arc the theme of the storv 

I hope It IS clear that the claim to have fathered Albright was toiallv false - a 
device to save his daughter whom he loves from marry ing a beatnik 

Your family, if reports at the time were true, were peeuliarlv tolerant of incest It 
is a taboo deeply rooted m the most heathen I do not think that morals have 
declined much since the age when Byron was driven from the country As for that 
girl’s heart, it will mend quickly Of course Basil was fiercely )e*alous That should 
be apparent 

The only fault I admit to is the misspelling of Clicquot 

We have just returned from a visit to Ann Fleming’s edifice She has spent as 
much as the government have on the reconstruction of Downing Street, pulled 
down a large commodious house & put up a cottage 

The few bedrooms are tiny cubicles with paper thin walls through which 
every cough & snore is audible 

My own house, though better than Ann’s, is invaded by son, daughter-m-law, 
granddaughter and a swarthy monoglot nannie’, second generation Spanish 
communist refugee to south of France 


Love from 
Evelyn 

‘ Lolita Gordo 
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To Sir Maurice Bowra Combe Flore\ House 

All Souls’ [2No\ember11963 


Dear Maurice 

I loved Maurice Banng Nothing will be better chosen for m> birthday t an is 
holograph translation It must be almost the last thing he wrote Interesting it 

should have come into the market Laura Lovat ’ * 

I wish I had had the opportunity to conduct you round Ann s edifice pointing out 
Its deplorable qualities She has spent on it as much as the rebuilders o owning 
Street It has almost every deficiency 

Old Thunderbird perked up a little on Saturday night when he a a younggir 

to show off to He wishes to end his life and is determined to have his final seizure on 
the golf course or at the card table Ann will be disconsolate u m f 

^ How John Sparrow must be praying today, tones quoties for t e so lers 0 

Agincourt ^ 


Yours ever 
Evelyn 

- Laura L«,cr (189^-1965) Mamed Lord Lovat m .910 Benefactress of Maunct Banng m hts long 
\Sden of All Souls, which college was founded ,n ‘438 for (arnong other « 

prajersfor the souls of faithful subiects of the realm who died in the Fren , P 

read a prayer refemng to them on All Souls Dav 


T, , Combe Florey House 

10 Alfred Duggan 

18 November 1963 

“ Wmanv .ha-ks for Mr Sroo-"/Mr Cr»»*< I >"> sh-'d “ “ “PJ 

»Kh yrar Jenpnon I had ,o fact already seen ,t s, thought it was prectsely the sort 
of luCd account whtch I needed to supplement my meagre educatton I hope ,r wdl 

’’"Sfwik flt't’mLtndon for an assembly of ghosts of our past - the 40th 
i^ast weeK i w nf the Oxford Railwav Club John Sutro quite 

anniversa^ of Terence Greenidge, whom I had not seen for 25 

vLtTa^ had'large parts of h.s brain removed by a surgeon It made him very 
years, has naa la g ^ of the idiosyncrasies which used to endear him It was, 

cheerful but occasion so I do not think you would have got much 

of course, a ar Harrod brought 2 sons‘, I a son & a son-in-law- A young 

^usement ^ g „ These y oung people looked rather bevv ildered at our 

Guinness'* represenicu j 

sexagenarian le^«yf the cronies who, like you, say ‘publish & be 

dam^eT’ about my reminiscences of their youth The exceptions are Hot-lunch 

M^nsc Matthew Ponsonby^ 
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By the way could you very kindly send me a post card to put me right on one 
point ^ Did you keep your own motor-car & chauffeur at Oxford or rely on hiring 
from Morns’s Garage ' 

Yours ever affec 
Evelyn 

' Henr) and Dominic 
^ Auberon, and Giles FitzHcrbcrt 
’Desmond Guinness, son of Lord Mo>ne 

■* Matthew Ponsonby (1904- ) Fnend of Waugh’s in the 1920s Brother of Elizabeth Succeededas 

Lord Ponsonby in 1946 


To John McDougall Combe Florey House 

3 December 1963 

Dear Jack 

I have completed the first volume of my memoirs Should it go to you or to 
Spotty ^ There are points to discuss - with you or Spotty ^ 

Captain Grimes* had third thoughts about his vicious past and has given me 
written licence to print what ten years ago could not have been pnnted about the 
dead let alone the living 

Want to call Vol i of memoir Little Learning It must have been used often 
before I have asked Aitken to investigate 

Yours ever 
Evelyn 

‘ Richard (Dick) Young matnculatcd at Keblc in 1912 and took a BA, in absence, in 1918 He was the 
model for Captain Gnmes m Decline and Fall Waugh had traced him through a cousin to the Saint Cross 
Alms Houses of noble poverty at Winchester, where he was living ‘owing to some unfonunate 
speculations’ He felt that ‘It might be an ideal place for you [Waugh] if j ou w ere not married and were a 
trifle older* He had written a detective story, A Preparatory School Murder, in 1934 under the name 
Richard Macnaughton, usmg Arnold House as a background Then he was a soliator, ‘but I was then too 
old to start a learned profession and took little interest m it’ He died in 1972, leavmg £58,000 and a 
collection of German and Chelsea porcelain to the Ashmolcan Museum 


To Mia Woodruff Combe Florey House 

[Typed postcard] 

Your aged but incontment husband maintains a separate establishment at Bourne 
Mansions* (a peculiarly ofiensive nomenclature for those who remember the 
Cardinal) Verb Sap 

A WeU wisher 

‘ Douglas Woodruff had recognized a description of his flat in Unconditional Surrender, and had 
headed his most recent letter to Waugh ‘Bourne Mansions’, the address it had been given in the book 
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Combe Florey House 

To Lad’i Acton 

7Januar) 1964 

Dearest Daphne Hneen had decorated John [Acton] for 

1 Nvas much amused to see that the ^ ^^^ed a Je%Msh-South- 

‘senices to Rhodesian agriculture . As ^ ^.^erials' Surely someone 

\fncan companj manufacturing bags out of tmp of knighthood 

has been pulling the ro>al leg^ I am jealous, though 

like Galahad . the blackamoors’ schwl It is 

It IS ^er^ enterprising of >ou to send \ r- hsh nobihn - v,ho should set an 
gratifying that it should be ti^o members of the Ln.i 

example to those loutish ‘pioneers at home for the fam 

Thank God the 12 days of Christmas are drinking You think 

nmeformany y cars & had to numb myself xMth hea . P 

may be‘sour & crusty’ My word, lam . „phy \^o ‘masterpiece , but it as 

I haxe finished the first volume of an auto S P > ^he age of 21 

some comic bits, ending w ith an unsuccess u a grandson m t e ma e 

1 have 3 grandchildren now mclu ‘"S' ® American so doesn’t count 
line There will be a 4th in May but it "‘J Group Not for JiH bu 

If you haxen’t done so, read Mary McOrthy s I ,, 

bnlliantly illuminating Miss . reaching has survived the loss o a 

interesting to see how the good sense of Catholic teac 

faith & devotion v p^pg escaped from Palatine wi 

It has been a sad disappointment to met fine houses of ” r 

a buffeting I hoped for assassination e the television All this t 

ItaU 1 think It verv' v ulgar of him to go touring ^ a happier age 

ecumenicism is exceedingly painful to rny so 

Kung would have been burned at the sta e 1 gj^p mto a pen pal but s ence 
Jill wrote me a fan letter I hoped she wou 

fallen , . ,,nting a treatise on Ronnie & is 

Bew are Mile Day ras a French cripple who 
great bore . m cilence eyo 


Beware Mile Uayras a rrciiv.it 

„ at bore It as I did or just listen m silence eyo 

I wonder ifyou answer your voices 00d for voices 

trying great swigs of paraldehyde’-very n _ qmte pretty, very goo 

My daughter Hamet (19) is a great tna ,s also a thor 

affectionate but stupid & dull & incompeten 2^ can’t take his han s o 

Won’t go into the church or the .^ect he will grow up homosexual 

his pockets My youngest son is a jewel but su p 

All love to you & Jill & the cmg and the naut g ^he tone of The 

They say Douglas [Woodruff] is stiff alive but I haven 

Tablet is zery low these days Evelym 

V Aoncultural Show and director of the 

'True, but he received the CMG as chairman of the Sails ury 

Gwebi Agncultural CoUege boarders at St Ignatius, a Jesuit sc oo 

^ Peter Acton and Simon Rous were the on y w 
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To Lady Mary Lygon Combe Florey House 

20 February 1964 

Postcard 

I was abroad (& ill) for the Captains [HanceJ funeral I would have polished my top 
hat with Guinness had I been in England and well I wrote to Jackie & had a deeply 
touching answer Trumpets over the grave-quite right Bui how did Capt G B H 
rise to rank of Lt Col' 


o\o 

BO 


To Ann Fleming Combe Florey House 

3 March 1964 

Dear Ann 

My heart bleeds for you, as for the Unbearable Bassington, in your tropic e\ile I 
am glad you have a toad to sit to you 

Toads ihnve on burning cigarette ends& human milk Some 40 years ago I had to 
read the Letters of Junius All I remember is that one of the roy al family was ‘subject 
to the hideous suction of toads’ No doubt erudite Quennell will be able to place the 
passage exactly 

I have recovered my health & chucked going to Sister Agnes where Randolph has 
taken up his quarters I have been a fellow patient with him before 

When I saw the doctor he asked about my habits I said ‘I have practically given 
up dnnking - only about 7 bottles of wine & 3 of spirits a week’ ‘A week' Surely you 
mean a month‘No, and I smoke 30 cigars a week & take 40 grains of sodium 
amytal’ He looked graver & graver ‘Oh, yes, a bottle of paraldehyde a week’ He 
brightened greatly & said ‘Now that is an excellent thing Far too few people use it’ 

I go to Rome for Easter (Grand Hotel) to avoid the horrors of the English liturgy 
Come too 

Thunderbeatle has been very much in our thoughts lately The Daily Ex press has 
wntten of nothing else for ten days What a gruesome luncheon Mr McColl got I 
knew his father 

I have seen no one except children & grandchildren and done nothing except 
answer letters from people I once knew very slightly (and some I have never met) 
commenting on a dreary exhibition I made of myself on the television * 

Come to Rome 25th 


Your a£Fec coz 
E 


‘ Waugh appeared on Monitor, i6 February 1964, 
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To L\dy Diana Cooper Combe Florey House 

[Apnl 1964] 

Darling Pug 

1 cannot & will nor attempt to say that your illness in Rome \vas anything but a 
deep sorrow - perhaps deeper to me than to you as you were asleep so much of the 
time 1 re)oice that you are safe home - but </re you safe’ Hase you seen an English 
ph\siaan’\ou don’t cosset yourself You Herein no condition lor thatawful return 
journey which would ha\c killed me, tough old soldier as I am You should hire a 
pansy as permanent guard & guide Why don’t you marry — ’ Much better than 
Beaton 

Alfred Duggan kicked the bucket ^ and Laura & I had to go to the Welsh marches 
for his requiem 

Daphne’s book on Rosa Lewis very amusing but fnghtfully common title Did 
you ever hear her referred to as ‘the Duchess of Jermyn Street’ ’ I certainly did not 
Take care of yourself, Pug Don’t go in for wild austerities like sleeping m cellars 
astingsc flying m crowded night aeroplanes 

All love 
Bo 

^ become reconciled with Randolph He looked so pathetically thin & feeble 
'vhen he tned to shout a whisper came So 12 years enmity are expunged 
’On4 Apnl .964. 


Combe Florey House 


^0 Graham Greene 

7 May 1564 
P^t of Ascension 
Dear Graham, 

ae asked by the Council of the R Literary Society to ask you to think 

i.fn ^^feisal to become one of their ‘Companions’ So I ask you, with 

’■“^bjipe of moving you 

no d involves no effort on your part, no obligations, no emoluments, 

to a precedence You need not (though they would like it) be present 

'be R.S ^ scroll of honour Until they very kindly elected me I knew nothing of 

for b , ^^Dt'erarure They seem to comprise decent, simple people with a likmg 
I ^ commercial interests They instituted this ‘Companionship’ quite 
jjQt j '^^‘^^Snizing that few active wnters were members of their society They are 
‘Com another The existing (& diminishing) 

Would nothing in common except the exerase of their trade There 

need ^ 'I'lestion of your having ‘to feel at home’ in ‘a literary instituuon’ You 
Was them I have not - except at a quite pleasant dinner when I 

'I'sgrace^l^ msenbed scroll of membership The other members 


are not 
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The point is that a lot of wcll-intcntioncd people have offered what they think is 
an honour I was in doubt whether to accept (on the grounds that it was too recent 
an establishment) I don’t regret it 

Some years back I refused the C B E from side (not good enough, I thought) and 
am now ashamed 

If you refuse, you snub not only the Council but all the quite respectable people 
who have accepted A sin against courtesy is a sin against charity 

Come on, be a sport, tell old R A B ‘ that you submit 

You saw that Alfred Duggan kicked the bucket' VVe may all fall downstairs any 
day Pocket pride & accept ‘C Lit’ 


' R A-Butler was president of the Rojal SoCTet> of Literature 


Love 

Evelyn 


To Graham Greene Combe Florey House 

[May 1964] 

Postcard 

I knew It wouldn’t work I wrote reluctantly, because a decent old buffer* asked me 
to (not R A Butler) Forgive me for having been a bore Greatly shocked at your 
acquittal of church robbers 

May I congratulate you on the increased legibility of your handwriting Is this 
because purchasers of your manuscripts can’t tell what they have bought 

Unamuno’ (Junior Prefect) 

' Lord Birkenhead, chairman 

^Miguel de Unamuno (1864-1930) Spanish philosopher and novelist mentioned bj Greene in his 
introduction to A Burnt-Out Case 


To Randolph Churchill - Combe Florey House 

15 June 1964 

Postcard 

Very' many thanks for Alarlborough^ which I shall study with attention 

Thank you also for calling off Lord Snowdon I can now remove the false beard I 
have worn since I got Mr Russell’s alarming letter ^ 


E 

' Winston S Churchill, Marlborough His Life and Times, 1933 

-Leonard Russell, associate editor of the Sunday Times, had wntten on to June ‘I hear \aguclv of a 
proposal to photograph >ou with >our tulip tree, in connection with Randolph Churchill’s piece ’ 
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To An'\ Fleming Combe Florej House 

iSJunc 1964 

Dear Ann 

I anxioush await news of Thunderbeatle When we last met he was m Sister 
Agnes I hope he is now at liberty and at ease 

I trust you have not gone to that disgusting Biennale 

You spoke of coming here Do You will find the house m a peculiar condition 
t>ecause an ancient aunt of mine who lived alone with the accumulated possessions 
of a poor family in a cottage not far off, caught fire& asphyxiated herself We have 
had to take all her possessions into safe custody for eventual distribution so that we 
are like a junk shop Luckily both Bron & Margaret arc mov ing into larger quarters 
and are eager for the furniture - all falling to pieces Would you like any bracelets 
made of human hair' I have dozens 

The dangers of reconciliation with Randolph’ I heard indirectly that he wanted 
to send Lord Snowdon here to photograph a very shabby tulip tree I have 
succeeded in convincing him that thev are as common as laburnums in the West 
country I thmk if you went from Tewkesbury to Exeter you would find one every 
five miles The poor booby thinks them a great rantv 

I now have an American grandson* In my topv of The Times the announcement 
tvas illegible so I made a fuss and they wont charge for it 

Our asparagus is plentiful, green peas delicious, strawberries just ripening Do 
come 

Youraffec coz 
E W 

‘ Jusnn D’Arms had been bom on 31 \la\ 


To Randolph Churchill 

19 June 1964 

Postcard 

For Ghost’s (not Snowdon’s) information my tulip trees are now m fuU flower 
I am enjoying Marlborough The author has no speafically literary talent but a 
gift of luad self expression m words - lost when least excited His mihtary reports 
are in the same class (though lower) as Belloc & Duggan 


To Nancy Mitford ' Combe Florey House" 

6 August 1964 
Dearest Nancy, 

Jolb decent ofyou to write No, lam not at all busy, just senile Since we last met 
(when’) I ha^e become an old man, not diseased but enfeebled I read my letters & 
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\\orl.. .u TliL I lines crobs-\s<irU & never set loot out of d(Hirs I uxs mildlv ill in 
Mentone in februarv & so spoiled L.iur.j\ hols 1 am makini^ up for it hv t tkiiiii her 
to Spam in October I don’t tike the food* can’t sptJk the lingo & dont much hrfjk 
forward to it, especnlly as I must write an article at the end 

In a few weeks \ou will reeeivc a eop) of mv interminable autobiography 1 look 
forward to your studies of Louis \iv 1 lately read Sir Winston’s Miirihuruuifh How 
he alienates all sympathv 1 found my self on everv page praying‘Oh God, do defeat 
the Grand Alliance’ 

Living as I do, seeing no one & reading onh flu /lines newspaper 1 am quite 
bewildered by Bob Boothby’s case ’ jCqo.ooo paid out of court when they had not 
mentioned his name If one is mc-apacitatcd for life by the negligence of a motorist 
one IS lucky to get ^4,ooo Perhaps m Ctinstaniinople %ou missed it all One curious 
point - the unnamed peer was said to have gone to an ‘all male’ parts of licentious 
clergymen at Brighton Now in November last John Sutro& I organi/td a party to 
Brighton to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the foundation of the Oxford Railway 
Club Bob was there Clerical dress was not worn but 1 remember thinking how verv 
clerical most of our voices sounded - impotent grandfathers to a man Can that have 
been the origin of the rumour^ 

Seldom a week passes but I read of a contemporary acquaintance falling 
downstairs, usually fatally 

Best love 

h 

' A stor) on the front page of the Sunday Mirror wid that a peer ‘whoM: name was a household word’ 
had been consorting with gangsters and homosexual dcrg>mcn in Bnghion Lord Boothbv wrote to fhe 
Tunes who published his denial Though no libel action was suggested, ihc Sunday Mirror sent him 
jC40,ooo 


To Margaret FitzHerbert Combe Florey House 

9 August 1964 

Darling Pig 

I have only read Proust in translation I thought hie began well but went dotty 
half way through like J Joyce in Ulysses No plan Nancy says ir is uproariously 
funny throughout & only English & Amencans treat it as anything superior to 
P G Wodehousc 


Pray for me 
E W 
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Combe Florey House 

To Ann Fleming 
20 August 1964 

DeaitstAnn il,„rd the news of Ian’s death because Unew 

I did not wttte unmedialely w hen I . ^„urself for & that you would be 

that It was something you daily ^5 of rearranging your life c^, 

cenvhelmed with eondolencess. the hua Caspar Hts is a bad age for 

I hope that the cent was not too harrowing 
bereavement My pra> ers are for him generous to Ian One saiu 

Thepapers,suehaslsee havebeenuntf ™ly.oa ^ 

was his best fnend As you know that is not one 

deep loss his will be to you Widowhood is a dignified es a 

For Caspar’s sake don’t marry again ^^dow ,f you 

speaally blessed b, the Church It ^ You will suffer the particula 

produced Ah Forbes or auennell as a s^' „„„ admirable women I have 

lonehness which only widows know But 

known have been widows r.rtv of my autobiography 

1 enclose a much misprinted “W ™ ,r, the Way' might 

acknowledgmg tt It ts a Itttle better than 

make you think i. It « three weeks of October to 

Laura »< I go to Spam for the first h ^ <,„r nine ry 

elections Any hope of seeing you Love from 

Evelyn 


Combe Florey House 

To Katharine Asquith 
14 September 1964 

U twvnurs I assure you that I do not 

Dearest Catharine j more th y you I nghtly 

There IS no one whose op with the^^^ ^ 

introduce obscene p necdote m my m Affection overcame 

feared that there about sending you a copy 

therefore was m two m of manners rather than morals and 

discretion Mt is a question, sur y , dividual to individual There 

How can 1 from age to age I would use in talking to my 

manners change "O discu^ & expr question of date, which I 

are many subje ,0 Helen I should not m 

inconceivable to f don’t think it is a question of reticence 

should th ^ oath like person you are addressmg 

your joerely of wl»t s ^ ^ot have taken advantage of 

In wnung it is mcount that madent of Grimes 30 years ago Why do I 

nLodem loose standards 
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do SO now^ Simply because I find it a richly comic incident Forget the moral 
implications of Grimes’s vicious life I may have told it badly but the point was that 
here was a new, senior master more or less in command of all of us who had given no 
hint of his sexual proclivities nor had any indication that any of us would have any 
sympathy with them He suddenly electrified us with an unsought tc unexpected 
confession told with complete aplomb The grotesque details make the point If I 
had written ‘He confessed to sexual irregularity’, there would be no point 1 still 
find It an enormously comic moment but 1 know there are fxstidious people who 
won’t like it & I am sorry to offend them 

I was shanghaied from the train on Friday by Violet Powell' & spent the night at 
Chantry It was tantalising to be so near & not to see vou I had been summoned to 
London to dine tete-a-tete with Archbishop Heenan to discuss the attitude of the 
laity to the liturgical innovations He showed himself as deeply conservative and 
sympathetic to those of us who are scared of the new movement He thinks that ‘the 
intellectuals’ are all against him ‘They regard us as mured pe*asants’, he said I 
think I was able to encourage him a little - 

Laura & I go to Spain to avoid the General Elections 

Love to Helen 
Evelyn 

' Anthon) Pov,ell v^os present and m fact extended the invitation 

^Cardinal Heenan (1905-75) was Archbishop of Westminster In his diarv for Easter 1965, Waugh 
wrote ‘Cardinal Heenan has been double-faced in the matter 1 bad dinner with him a dtux in which he 
confessed complete sympathy with the conservatives and, xs I understood him promised resistance to 
the innovations, which he is now pressing forward ’ 


To Lady Diana Cooper Combe Florey House 

17 September 1964 

Darling Diana 

That was a sorrowful letter 

Prayer is not asking but giving Giving your lov e to God asking for nothing in 
return Accepting whatever he sends as his will for you Not ‘Please God give me a 
happy day’ but ‘Please God accept all my suffenngs today m your honour’ He 
doesn’t want sugar-babies Have you ever expenenced penitence’ I doubt it No 
wonder you are in the dumps Do you believe m the Incarnation & Redemption in 
the full historical sense m which you believe m the battle of El Alamein’ That’s 
important Faith is not a mood 

I got such a wigging from Kathanne for the smutty bit in A Little Learning I 
don’t care about reviewers You & she are the people whose opinion I value 

All love 
Bo 
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To Sir Maurice Bowra 

iMichaelmas 1964 tJombe Florey House 

Dear Maunce 

the office of corrections to my book There was a confusion at 

^otng to pres^befol^e iTa? "/rf^ book 

which prevented bnal proofs Even so there is a multitude of mistakes 

J Sparrow Tf sending the book to cntical friends hke you and 

version ^ second edition is e\er needed, I will send you the less imperfect 

the rider losmt^’.m^^^^ logically arranged but I can well understand 

The M u was the only part Tony Powell enjoyed 

socialists ThI Hospital, North End Road, is in some way the preserver of 
- ^ t ney all go there to die 

^ imputed ‘tuft-hunting’ to you There is no 

tnconsDicum.c impression on you When sober I was 

did meet ’ when drunk I avoided senior members of the university In fact we 
Broad a ^ Bailiol led together to the comer of the 

yournotice ^ together, but I am sure there was nothing I said to attract 

Just off to Spain to avoid the parliamentary elecnons 

cheered to read yesterday of the rebuffs given to Cardinal Bea at 
That should put off ecumenism for a millennium 


Yours ever 
Evelyn 


Combe Florey House 


To Ann Fleming 
10 November 1964 

Dear Ann 

It IS a long time since I heard of or from you How are you ^ Are you still bese 
With legal affairs’ Have you remained’ I read with alarm that Mrs Osb 

Lancaster! had kicked the bucket i/e would not make a good stepfather I 

a photograph of his own son It was highly alarming ^^w 

Spam was most exhausting for me but invigorating for Laura I reall h 
Wish to travel ever again I am too old for adventures with camels & ca ^ 
organized tourist trade has made all civilized places uniform Of courc ^ 

of splendid works of art & architecture but /t/e there for one who does ^ 
language is very flat And one work of art a day is all the h " "^^Pc^k their 

comprehend The food is no longer pungent* poisonous Itjs m 

anyway, as hygienic & tasteless as those trays of cellophane w resorts 

put in ones lap on aeroplanes rapped horrors they 



626 THE LETTERS OF EVFLTtN WAUGH 


The British Consul-General in Seville (father of two) has a voice quite 
indistinguishable from step-father Beaton’s 

My son-in-lavv I’lLtHerbert stood for parliament in Co Fermanagh and had his 
clothes Inerall) torn ofl him b> vour broiher-m-l.ivv’s“ gangsters Meg was stoned 
My dud son James has passed into Sandhurst so need not go to Australia 
My dud daughter Hatty divides her time rather oddly - by day she works in the 
College of Arms, bv night she is lavator> attendant at an expensive homosexual 
restaurant in Beauchamp Place where, she sa>s, she is often given tips of jf 1 

Do )ou remember Baile>, Mary’s [Herbert] maid’ She lost her sight Now she 
has lost the use of her legs Laura’s day is largel> occupied in taking her brandy it 
bananas 

I wrote a review in great haste for Sunday Times saying ‘please please correct 
mistakes’ They left ‘marriage blanche’ for ‘manage blanc’ V'ery humiliating 
particularly as the point of the review was mocking D Cecil’s bad grammar 

Letter post up to 4d Too much Bur I shall never again leave this house & you 
won’t come here, so write we must 

I seej beneficiancsof lan’sgot Xsooeach Make them given to you to emend the 
sloping wall at your edifice 

Try not to marry Quenncll or Forbes 

Are you selling Golden Eye’ Are you left nch or poor’ 

Please write & tell me all that has been happening to you in the last two months- 
and to my acquaintances Will lack of government employ ment ruin Andrew ’■* 

On a Friday, passing through London, I was feeding Meg on caviar when what 
should I see at the next table but Antonia Fraser eating groure But she gave birth'* 
next day so, I suppose, was free of abstinence Her mama’s book on Queen Victoria 
was jolly good * It is a great relief her papa [Lord Longford] is not Home Secretary 
- else we should all be murdered by sexual maniacs 

Ever your affec coz 
E W 

* Karen Hams, who had mamed Osbert Lancaster in 1934. He mamed Anne Scou-James m 1967 
^Captain Terence O’Neill (1914- ) Pnme Minister of Northern Ireland 1963-9 Lifepceri97o 
^The DuVe of Devonshire had been Minister of State, Commonwealth Relations Office, 1962-4. 

* Damian Stafford Fraser was bom on 26 October 
’Elizabeth Longford, Vtctona R /, 1964 


To Daphne F ielding Combe Florey House 

Postcard 

I detested Emerald What will you call her^ 

‘The Duchess of Covent Garden Opera’ ’' 

I am toothless & despondent 

I don’t know what a ‘Mas’ is I hope it is something agreeable 

E 

' Daphne Fielding was worljng on Emerald and Nancy Lady Canard and her Daughter, 1968 
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To Randolph Churchill 
Postcard 

Here 


Combe Florey House 

stcard 

*ere IS a corrected copy of my book ^ Vhe Tork of a novice I 

I read Marlborough throughout \\ ere father’s distinction, I think 

shouldfallonilfunouslybutinthecaseofama > partisanship & naive 

It vsould be impertinent I \sas ^^^er’s case not a ^^ork of literature 

assumption of superior virtue It is a shifty ^ 

1 learn \ou are to be vicanously decorated by J 

‘ ChurchiU accepted the Theodor Herzl Gold Medal on behalf of his father 


Combe Florey House 

To Brian Franks 
14 November 1964 


DearBnan _ _^„,r,irTns I shall think of you 

It is very good of you to remember your o com ^ 

all vsith envy on December 14th but, alas, 1 can gjtuced to extreme exhaustion 
longer sortable - deaf, toothless, without ^ thanks awfully for asking me 

by travel I should only be a bore and a burden But thanks 

My love to Bennett & all old fnends „ stand as a token of 

I enclose a book I wrote which won’t amuse you but will 
affection 

Yours ever 


Combe Florey House 

To Brian Franks 
20 November 1964 


rooms on 13th & 14th to rest my decaye y People get a macabre 

repeated warmng that I can only be ^^^3 That is the only pleasure 1 

pleasure m observing the dec^ hall have great pleasure m seewg you all 

can hope to give the assembled company I shal gr 

1 can’t hope to hear you 


Yours ever 

T-« _ _ 
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To Lady Diana Coopfr C^jmbc I lore) House 

28 November 1964 

Darling Pug 

What do you me-an ‘no admirers’ M\ admiration is undc\iaiing& inere-asing 

Now how about the evening of Sunday Dec 13th' I shall be at Hyde Park Hotel 
but you would not be subjeer to the vulgar glare in the* public dining-room, have 
private parlour Do dine alone or are vou staying with buggers' bailing that there is 
the next evening bur I have suggested Annie for ilutac 1 would prefer you tete-a- 
tete Also I shall be crapulous on the* Monday as the result of Hrian Franks’s orgv- 
luncheon 

It is very sad about Annie She has alvvavs been one for the lashion& we shall all 
be dirt poor verv soon You rode out the storm of the Cripps-Attlee terror without 
knowing how we under-privileged people suflered So did she Now it will be i<)64 
[i/r] again with nobs on 

I fear it may be true* about Lord Corvedalc’s defection ' It was published in the 
papers & not denied Bloggs has always seemed to me the* backbone of the old 
country Betjeman’s son has become a Mormon Ghastly but B is Dutch But think 
of Lord Chetwode turning& turning in his grave 

Should a loval friend & eousin dispose of Old Kaspar'- It should be easv in that 
Swindon swamp 

1 knew no good would come of Mrs Judy’s joining that place in Berkeley Square 
She was altogether too cock a hoop about it ^ 

Now please send me a post card saying you will dine on Sunday 13th 

14th IS rather a gloomy day It is an annual luncheon w hich was a huge treat w hen 
instituted in 1946 when there was no food or wine in England Now we arc all old, 
deaf and on regimes 

All love 
Bo Wu etc 

What peculiar people win Cooper’s pnze these days * 

' Lord Baldwin’s son, Viscount Cor\edalc, became an American citizen for a time when wording in 
San Francisco in 1964. 

2 Lad) Diana Cooper had said that Ann Fleming was going to have no money as it all went to her son 

^ Judy Montagu, now Mrs Gendd, had joined Aspinalls and lost £17,000 gambling 

■* Aileen Ward (or John Keats - The Making of a Poet, 1963, Ivan Morris for The IVorld of the Shining 
Pnnee, 1964 


To Margaret FitzHerbert Combe Florey House 

16 December 1964 

Darling Pig 

It was a treat to find a letter from you on my return I needed a treat 

I have been seedy for days & the London journey made me worse In fact I 
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could eat& drink practically nothing of what for from^Ran & Bob & 

IS the menu The placement was careless I “'i" ^ ^ ^^e^e like the bad 

Christopher between two business associates of Bennett s 

requiem late, dropped out early It was sparsely 

Darling Pig I am sorry for all the annoyances & anxieties of your last few day 
I wish my love could help It is all yours 

Papa 

«f _ vv-iiiffh ‘could not understand it I 

• Jacl Qayton’s Hm (1963) of the novel by ‘ ^as pure bonkers ’ 

went again two dajs later and still could not understand t 


To Constantine Fitzgibbon' 
24 December 1964 


Combe Florey Ho_use 


DearMrFitzGibbon , , , .u „ heard of Dylan 

My memory of Cyril’s dinner-party . j 5ure Gngson^ was not 

Thomas & thought his presence there rat er discovered the 

present Robert Byron was (or came m a ) certainly untrue 

resemblance between Thomas myse embarrassed him slighdy as 

that Thomas insulted Desmond [MacCarthy] ^ , ^ut it was a 

Desmond did not like talking smut^ to a man of a different age. 

momentary embarrassment j dominant . 

I may be confusing two parties m Tnseoh Heraesheimer who 

discordant figure was a ^ '^eirdre Hart-Davis^* & the Richard 

boasted painfully If it was the same e g 

Elweses* were there „ qpemed sober & subdued I 

Th„«ae no pamcuU, Gngson 

never met him again Nor have 1 ev , 

I fear this will not help much 

Yours sincerely 
E Waugh 

. ^ / V Writer His Life of Dylan Thomas w as published in 1965 

’rP«’ H' 

attend himself 

J About Swinburnes addiction to flagellation 

1 Deirdre Han-Davui. sister of the publisher mamed Anthon> Bland 
»bre>aSyVes(i904- Imamedin 1926 Sir Richard Elwes 
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To Ann Fleming Combe f‘lorc> House 

27 January 1965 

Dear Ann 

Our last letters crossed 

I own a tooth-brush but since 1 have no teeth it is a superfluous possession - like 
the tiaras of ladies who are never asked out But I have the name of a man in I ondon 
who makes false teeth and I ha\e written to order some I don’t imagine the proecss 
can be complete in a single visit so I shall probably be in London often in the near 
future and hope to see you This is the time I normally go abroad but there is 
nowhere I want to go Perhaps with mj new snappers I will go for a gastronomie 
tour I once knew an old man who at the end of dinner buried his face in his napkin 
and made retching sounds and then raised a toothless face saying he could nor taste 
port with false teeth I have a deep horror of them 

For the past fortnight my drive has been worn into pot-holes by telegraph bo)s 
bearing extravagant offers from newspapers to describe Sir Winston’s obsequies ' I 
have of course refused He is not a man for whom I ever had esteem Alwa}S in the 
wrong, always surrounded by crooks, a most unsuccessful father - simpl) a ‘Radio 
Personality’ who outlived his prime ‘Rallied the nation’ indeed' I was a serv'ing 
soldier in 1940 How we despised his orations 

I see that you and/or Ran who pierced my canvas at the Hjde Park Hotel have 
been at work in the Uffizi now I suppose you and/or he have the shoes used in Ian’s 
recent film- 

Did I tell you that I had got a lady-in-waiting to send a letter of condolence in the 
Queen’s name to Mary’s one time maid in hospital The effect has been startling 
Not only has she become the tyrant of the ward but she has now convinced herself 
that she is a near relation of the Queen’s 

Giles FitzHerbert who gets more like P G Wodchouse’s ‘Ukridge’ daily, believes 
that he can make his fortune by importing tropical fish 

I suppose the editors who solicited my help in describing Sir Winston’s funeral 
had vaguely heard I once wrote a book about funerals in California 

My health has improved since we last met If you would like a chilly journey to a 
servantless, unheated house you would be warmly welcome 
I hope you have not yet made an imprudent marriage 

Ever your affec coz 
E W 

* Sir Winston Churchill had died on 24 Januarj 

^ In Prom Russia Wtih Love, Janies Bond was attacked by a lesbian from whose shoes sprang poisoned 
daggers 


To Monsignor McReavy^ Combe Florey House 

15 April 1965 

Rt Rev Monsignor, 

Pray forgive me for troubling you I do so because I am told you are often kind 
enough to give expert advice to troubled laymen 
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When I was ini»tructed in the Faith some 35 sears ago 1 was told ofthe obligation 
to hear mass on the appointed dajs (a) that it applmd onlj to those being within 
three miles ofa church and that the ineeniion ofthe motor-eMr had not modified this 
ruling and (b) that the obligation applied onlv from the Oifertorj to the Prie'st s 
Communion 

Is this still the lav,'* 

1 do not ask what is best for me. mercK what is the le*ast I am obliged to do 
without graee sm I find the new liiurgN a tempiaiion against Faith, Hope and 
Chant) but I shall neser, pray God, apostatise 

I enclose an en\ elope for your kind reply 

Your obedient servant, 

E Waugh 

' Monsignor McRc2\ v ansveered queries m the ( Icr^v Rntear 

^ Wiugh INIS told that on the first point he v,is technical!) correct but that obhgaiion rclcrrcd to the 
»holc Mass. 


To Nancy Mitford Combe Florey House 

29 May 1965 

Dearest Nancy, 

You praised Mr Rainbird^ highly He came here and I thought him a dull dog 
and a great snob 

What do you know of a Mrs Lancaster^ who gives you as reference in soliciting 
help in writing a treatise on Brian Howard^ I can’t believe he will be subject of 
many biographies It would be a pity if some hack who didn’t know him or see his 
point, should take him in hand Is she American ^ What age ^ Except you and Nancy 
Cunard there are few women w ho knew him 

It has been a year of deaths beginning w ith Alfred Duggan, then Baby Jungman s 
hoy^, then Harrythe other day Phil Dunne^ There has not been a fortnight 
without a funeral Ian Fleming is being posthumously canonized by the 
intelhgensia Very rum 

Honks [Lady Diana CooperJ tells everyone I am dying I don t think it s true But 
I suffer m dignity & pleasure from my new snappers and I do no w ork 

Love, 

Evelyn 

* George Rainbird (1905— ) Founded George Rainbird I-td in 1951, ^ publishing firm which 

had enormous success with T/te Sun King by Nancy Milford m 1966 

^ ''lane-JaqucUnc Lancaster edited Brian Homard Portrait of a Failure, 1968 
^Richard Cuthbenson was tilled in a car acadent 

* The Earl of Ilchcstcr, previously Lord Stavordale 

VIP and sportsman, not the Canadian baronet 
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To Margaret FitzHerbert Qmibc FIorc> House 

30 July 1965 

Darling Pig, 

I quite understand that you are housebound at present I do hope you get a good 
nann> soon 

I saw The Ktiach^ and couldn’t follovs it at all I thought the heroine hideous and 
the scoffers very common but I did laugh once, when she mistook Buckingham 
Palace for the Y W C A hostel There was no continuity between the incidents 
Now Wilson, though subversive, writes very well His plot must be taken not as a 
forecast of the future but as representing the apprehensions of the British iVluseum 
staff in 1939 2 

D’Arms’s epileptic brother is engaged in the War on Poverty Perhaps he can 
help you 

The William Burges furniture has arrived The settle looks verj well between the 
windows of the morning-room The wardrobe, not so beautiful, but quite suitable 
opposite the washhand stand The gilt gothic whatever-it-is has had to go the attics 
It will take a highly skilled cabinet-maker many weeks to mend 

I have been to communion 3 times since you told me I should Did I tell >ou that 
Daphne Acton thinks I shall go to heaven^ 

I wrote to Fr Caraman to suggest a farewell meeting either here or in London but 
his secretary tells me he has left without an address Hatty seems to be collecting 
subscriptions for a joint present with Auberon Your mother will subscribe to this I 
should prefer to give him something on my own Can you suggest any thing suitable 
within my means ’ He has been so very munificent to me 

Are the Jesuits closing Beaumont^ simply to develop the site as villas^ It seems a 
most shady transaction 

You would have seen a rum mixture of people if you had gone to Eddy Sackville’s 
Requiem Perhaps you read the list 

Your ever loving papa, 

E W 

' Richard Lester’s film stamng Rita Tushingham, 1964. 

^ Angus Wilson’s The Old Men at the Zoa Wilson had \vorled in the Reading Room at the Bntish 
Museum 

^ The Jesuit public school near Windsor, now defunct 


To Nancy Mitford Combe Florey House 

5 September 1965 

Darling Nancy 

It was very nice to hear from you I have not written because the last 10 months 
have been ineffably dreary — my only excursions to dentist and to funerals and mv' 
house perpetually full of grandchildren 
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,,ead,„.pnper.toyouhadgone.n.o,hcm„s.caU^ 

reward,ng 18 nd I an’t follow '''= P'°'hideous and the men common 
my decay or theirs 1 don tknow -The gi 
Diana Honks says I am dying of drugs Don 

deprived me ofall pleasure in food hke you I hear alarming 

No one m lh,s house wears unsuitable clothes but, like you, 

accounts from more fashionable resorts mp - one of the few occasions 

The film of Loted One^ is a great annoy ance to ^ 

when Peters has let me down ^hat Alec Guinness and I 

with the assurance that it would never be pro ^ 

might have an agreeable )aunt together in 1 e\ j^Iexican and w ere producing 

an Amencan company had bought the nghts from the Mexican 

an elaborate travesty No redress 

I’ve never heard of Wells play^ Shows how ^ U j know We 

The buggenng up of the Church ,s a deep sorrow to me arrd 

nnie letters to the paper ^ for lot of good that Buds consolatron in 

I enjoyed Hemingway’s Parisian memoirs , 
horticulture I am a dreary companion for her ^ . 5,des _ Ronnie 

Oh the hell of people who write theses I get them 

Knox’s works and my own . . Have vou stayed there before ’ Better 

La Pietra is grand but very uncomfortable > 

stick to the hotel and see Harold [Acton] w parties m 1927 but 

I remember men dressed as women - Beaton, «y 
they did not call It‘drag’ What an odd name D ggi g 
1 pray that your poor ey es are clearer 

E 

o. J for four weeks at the Bristol Old Vic from 24 Mav 

‘ The Pursuit ofLozev-ith music b) Julian Slade ran 

1967 lyr. j 4 fraid oj Virginia IVoolf Most confusing 

MnalettertoJohnMacDougall ‘Diana took me to tP/i. t -lyra, 7 

^Directed bv Tony Richardson, 1965 . ^ Osborne 

^ He misread Red!’ m a reference to H Patna, for Me b> Jo 

* A Moveable Feast 


^ Combe Florey House 

To Lady Diana Cooper 

23 September 1965 

Darling Pug, j tost night Hewasmfinefeatherand voice all the summer, ailed 
My peacock a surfeit of melon seeds) lost the use of his legs and 

for two days fit is latest of a 12 month long senes of bereavements 

^namly he leaves progeny He was 11 years of age - early middle-age for his 

breed 
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No, there’s no ‘reward’ in this world Perhaps retribution hereafter 
A propos, can you give me the text and provenanee of 

La vie cst breve (wish it were) 

Un peu d’cspoir 
Ln peu de reve 
El puis bonsoir 

I have read a new good book, about Swift by a man ealled Nigel Dennis I found 
many affinities with the temperament (not of course the talent) of the master 
Except his bossiness That doesn’t trouble me, thank. God 
Little Meg has grown peevish Not up to the struggle of life 

All love alwavs 
Bo 


To A J P Taylor' Combe Florey House 

28 October 1965 

Dear Mr Taylor 

Many thanks for your kind letter 

I asked my publishers to send you a copy of my war novel* because I heard you 
had commended the last volume in a Sunday newspaper and it occurred to me that it 
might amuse you to sec the whole if you ever had a period of convalescence 

Trimmer married a Johannesburg Jewess and is now greatly scared about his 
safety and fortune 

I am not surprised to learn that the late Lord Beaverbrook had read nothing of 
mine I used to meet him quite often in the late 30s and I noticed that though he 
went out of his way to be avil, he always got the names and titles wrong He liked to 
get information at second-hand from his hangers-on -eg Valentine Castlerosse, 
Venetia Montagu, Perry Brownlow etc But I don’t think he had the patience to 
plough through a new novel I believe he was much disappointed by his failure to 
promote the success of William Gerhardi (who deserved it) I think it made him 
realize the impotence of the press - like the Daily Alail Hat which only surv ives 
on the heads of the outside porters at the Berkeley Hotel ^ 

No doubt you are in touch with Gerhardi It was a significant incident 
Incidentally he is old, ill, and poor and longs for a knighthood Perhaps you can help 
him'* 


Yours sincerely, 

Evelyn Waugh 

* A,J P Taylor (1906- ) Histonan and journalist 
^ Sword of Honour, the war trilogy in one volume 

^ Lord Northcliffe, inspired by a photograph of Clemcnceau in an unusual hat, offered in 1920 a prize 
of £100 for one of a new design In spite of a campaign in the Dotty Mott and Winston Churchill being 
among the first to wear it, the new hat faded 
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To Margaret FitzHerbert 
6 December 1965 

Darling, . 

Thank you for your loving letter You must not worry about my conation l am 

growing old and old men suffer from aberrations of one kind or another ope is ess 
harmful and less sinful than, say, dnnk or chasing young girls or oys t wou o 
course be better to be a saint God chooses his own The awful prospect is at may 
have more than 20 years ahead Pray that I ‘make^ my soul m t is peno s 
just become more and more boring I fear Don t let me in my dotage oppress you 

Just back from the funeral of Gaffer Prater* - not well atten e t 1, » 

It seems to me qmte likely that another world war wiU break out soon In that 
case stock-broking will cease to be profitable It would be much more convement or 
Giles to be already settled in government service 

All love darling Pig, 

EW 

' Pmter worked in the garden and was the father-in-law of Brown, the offiaal gardener 


To Graham Greene Co"’”' 

Midwinter [January 1966] - 

^Tw^lTthe point of writing to congratulate you on The Comedians, and to thank 
. , ,r »,nAir.<rmpacoDV whcn I Opened the newspaper to 

you for your loyal fnortdsh.p » ™ ^ Companion of Honour Am I 

see the exhilarating news of your having oeen m i u , » ^ 

not right in thmking that one of your characters remar^ that it is the only public 
recognition worth having’ I fear this letter will be one of a huge pile of 
congratulations If it slips through the mesh of the secretanat please accept it as a 

Whai slaying po»er you have .1 mighl have 

been written 30 years ago and could be by no one Hpnrhc nffnenHc rhp 

1065 was a bad year for me in a number of ways - dentistry, deaths of fnends, the 
‘aggiomamento’ I try to face the new wars with resignation 

Of course don’t answer. Love 


To Ann Fleming House 

{January 1966] 

Dear \nn. 

As iou can sec, this was a good luncheon but I had little heart for it So mans 
friends dead in the last scar and m> snappers\er} uncomfortable I amglad>oudid 
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not send demon lo\er Dnberg to me I uent to bed 4t <j o’clock and brooded about 
Buehan-Hepburn finding me a bore I ha\e‘ not been the same since that rcselation 

Christmas was not as painful as must \ears No \oiing children I could not have 
danced with you in the snow 

1965 was a bitter year for me Many bereavements \o work Feeble health 
Those who love me tell me I am dying but professional opinion docs not confirm 
them Fr Hubert van Feller, Otu Foot tn the Cradle PP70-71 expresses beautifullv 
what 1 feel ‘Dying is just growing up I am not unhappy 1 just do not much like 
being alive ’ 

Graham Greene has fled the country with the CH and a work of communist 
propaganda Margaret forces me to church 

What do you mean by ‘snap’’ The family group was carefullv posed by the 
Fuddy Duddy Beaton in Taunton 

If I read your letter rightly you and Andrew must have drunk £400 worth of 
whisky I call that going it 

The Solomon family* were very odd 1 have never admired him He came to a 
bad end So did Rebecca The eldest was highly respectable All children of a rabbi 

Never get involved in a controversy The boredom of it (ineompletej 

‘ Abraham, Rcbccca and Simeon, all ninctccnth-ecntur> painters 


To Nancy MitfORD Combe Florey House 

28 February 1966 

Dearest Nancy, 

It IS a long time since I w rote to you, so long that 1 do not know when If I repeat 
myself, pray forgive me 

Graham Greene’s address is 130 Boulevarde Malcsherbes Pans 17 I cannot tell 
you ifhe IS alone there I suspect not But he is more social than his books would give 
one to think 

The attack on Diana* was (to me) terribly shocking Not the loss of her fur coat 
and whatever else the ruffians took but the loss of dignitv I think it is coming home 
to her She has been deserted by serv'ants and that Ins (whom I have never liked or 
trusted) When Lord Noel Buxton and your fnend Miss Spain intruded in my 
house I put It in the market next day because I felt it was polluted That was a mere 
impertinence, not a physical outrage There should be a Praetorian Guard of 
Pansies (we know from the war how brave they are) to keep a standing 24 piquet on 
all these widows like Ann 

My health is slightly better I keep getting the news that I am dying and drug 
soaked Not true But I am very idle because taxation in my country removes what 
the newspapers call ‘incentives’ 

Your dud goddaughter Harnet spends her days in the College of Arms and her 
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evenings as cloak-room attendant in an expensive restaurant but l 

great deal My finances are embarrassed by a trust fund invented years g y 

which now appears to be invalid ,, , 

1 have es.;U from irry Ramb.rd contract’ (clever Peters) “^hall 

away at autobiography M Bowra's autobiography’ will be a great 

to people who read only for malicious gossip I. is really very soft M » 

said you and I had sexual connexions I explained to him that it was not so and he 

expunged the offending passage 

Love 

E 

• Burglars brolc into Ladj Diana Cooper’s house and tied her and Ins Tree “P ^ al«t^r 

‘Iwaslessfrightenedthanlaminaeropla^es quoted from Othello 

belt for them to handcuff me with and the thug saying Th J 
‘Who steals mj purse steals trash’ 

^To wntc about the Crusades 

■* Maunce Bowra, Afemonei i 8 g 8 -r 939 , 1966 


Combe Florey House 

10 Alec Waugh 
6 March 1966 

It was kind of you to write As usual the newspaper s had got the^ J 

IS true that all last year I was idle and low spirited but was ree 
I had foolishly contracted to wnte 4 books' (not one) and could 
Also I had a lot of teeth drawn and find that the false snappers 
solid food Also the universal tourism makes me reluctant to go g 

But I have not been insane or really ill , , nHoV.fvrv.o 2 

We shall all end teaching the Yanks I think 1 once saw a play about Oklahoma. 
They did not seem a very critical people But I understand that American 

undergraduates are in a perpetual state of mutinous ferment 

Please give my regard to Franki Filleul and to David Herbert It is said here that 
he has ennobled himself and goes under the name of Lord David As far as I know 
there has never been a warrant out for him in this country 

Yours ever affec 
tr w 


' On the Crusidc the Popes Amcncan history and Volume 2 of his autobiography 
^ Alec \V jugh u as going to Oklahoma as nicr-in-rciitlcncc 

^ Francis FiUcul a contemporary of Waugh’s at Oxford and Da\ id Herbert (iQoS- ), brother of the 
tarl of Pembroke- Both U\ cd in Tangier as Uid Alee 
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To Lady Mosley Combe Florey House 

9 March 1966 

Dearest Diana, 

It was a delight to get a letter from you and to hear that you sometimes think of 
me 

It IS not clear whether you have completed your memoirs and published them 
and that I somehow missed them or whether you are still working on them ^ I long 
to read them My Little Learning dealt with adolescence, before I knew you It is 
truthful in the sense of stating nothing false but, of course, it omits a good deal My 
brother’s memoirs were embarrassingly revealing I am now at work in a desultory 
way on a second volume which presents graver problems because I must mention 
several living people 

You ask why our friendship petered out The explanation is very discreditable to 
me Pure jealousy You (and Bryan) were immensely kind to me at a time when I 
greatly needed kindness, after my desertion by my first wife I was infatuated with 
you Not of course that I aspired to your bed but I wanted you to myself as especial 
confidante and comrade After Jonathan’s birth you began to enlarge your circle I 
felt lower in your affections than Harold Acton and Robert Byron and I couldn’t 
compete or take a humbler place That is the sad and sordid truth Politics had not 
then raised their ugly head 

I took my then 15 year old daughter to the Musee Grevin some years ago It was 
all clean and handsome with a splendid ‘transformation’ room 

I have become very old in the last two years Not diseased but enfeebled There is 
nowhere I want to go and nothing I want to do and I am conscious of being an utter 
bore The Vatican Council has knocked the guts out of me But you would find most 
of your English friends in a bad way Bright young Henry Yorke I hear is quite 
decrepit 

All you Mitfords seem to have great stamina 

All love 
Evelyn 

Alec Waugh was sacked from school for what was then called ‘the usual thing’ 

' Diana Moslej, A Life oj Contrasts 1977 


To Lady Mosley Combe Florey House 

30 March 1966 ^ 

Dearest Diana, 

Beware of writing to me I always answer It is part of my great bonngness, never 
going out or telephoning An inherited weakness My father spent the last 20 years 
of his life writing letters If someone thanked him for a wedding present, he thanked 
them for thanking him and there was no end to the exchange but death Nancy 
pretended she was going blind to choke me off 
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Bui I musl not leave >ou vsuh the delusion that IherX 
portrattorvou- It was perhaps tosome estent a portrait of me 
there is not a single point in common between >ou an 

pregnanq \oun> was the first pregnanc\ 1 observed m pnnuch to 

I sent jouacopi when sou were in ,og Sureh 
know 1 should not have done such a thing at such a time if 5 

'’°You‘speak kindle of me war books Do >ou possess them all 
vers,on'- If not, I should hie to send it to vou as an Easter P'“="' 
thought of looking at it again It is not much diftcrent but shg p 

John Sutro had hallucinations orpovertl and -;";“^^'“"c„oncil - they 
Easter used to mean SO much to me Before r p J „„ir,n netrol and eonc 

destroved the beautj of the hturgv I have nor vet soaked 

up in flames, bu, 1 now cling to the Faith doggedly without |oy “ur'* 8” S 
pure duty parade 1 shall not live to - « 

Please don’t answer, unless to sa> \ou woul 

All love, 

Evelvn 

•Udv Movley eepUicw iha. vb. did n.i “ 

might do him good (1 mean male him happier) if he thoug 


Waugh died on Easter Daj, lo April 1966 
preferred by Father Caraman, returned to 
attack during the morning 


He attended Mass, said in the form he 
Combe Florey and had a sudden heart 




Appendix 


Hugh Trevor-Roper, then Student of Christ Church, published an essay in the Nem 
Statesman in December 1953 entitled ‘Sir Thomas More and the English La} 
Recusants’ (reprinted in his Historical Essays^ 1957) Waugh, who considered 
Trevor-Roper anti-Catholic, wrote to attack it The ensuing correspondence is set 
apart from the main text because it is of specialized interest and because it is hard to 
follow unless the letters are read consecutivel}, though not of course as hard as it 
was for readers who had to wait a week between replies Waugh had wntten publicly 
to criticize Trevor-Roper when he published The Last Days of Hitler in 1947, and 
there was a further exchange when he review ed The Life of Robert Southwell 101956 
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To Father Philip Caraman 
[7 December 1953] 

P S Have you read Roper in this weeks New Stateman ^ I spotted four errors in the 
first 3 lines & have written about them I seemed to find a dozen others I am sure 
that someone better educated than I am could find a hundred Would it not be a 
good thing to employ one of your learned fnends to go through the articles with a 
fine comb & expose them all in a long article^ It is time Roper was called to order & 
this article seems a happy opportunity 

E 


To THE Editor of the Piers Court 

New Statesman and Nation 
[12 December 1953] 

Sir, - Since Mr Trevor-Roper has introduced my name, rudely and irrelevantly, 
into his article, “Books in General,” may I offer two reflections^ 

Why does this contributor write so very often about the Catholic Church, a 
subject on which he is conspicuously ill-mformed ^ Sometimes one has to read three 
or four paragraphs before stnking the howler which reveals the quality of his 
scholarship This week three lines suffice “On July 6, 1535,” he begins, “Sir 
Thomas More went, with Bishop Fisher, to the block They were the first English 
recusants ” 

St John Fisher was a Cardinal at the time of his execution This occurred on 
June 22, not on July 6 

Among men of education “recusant” has a limited and useful meaning It has 
nothing to do with high treason and the denial of the monarch’s spiritual 
supremacy, it simply means refusing to attend Anglican Church services But even 
in Mr Roper’s loose employment, he has got his facts wrong The protomartyrs of 
the English Reformation suffered on May 4 of that year - the Bngettine monk, 
Richard Reynolds, and the three Carthusian Priors, John Houghton of London, 
Robert Lawrence of Beauvuc and Augustus Webster of Axholme 

Later, among the strange jumble of speculations and mis-statements, Mr Roper 
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truly remarks that in the last century the English Catholic Bishops were chary of 
encouraging men of their faith to take Universitv degrees Can he wonder at this 
when he himself presents the spectacle of a tutor in Modem History who clumsily 
and offensnely attacks the Catholic religion' 

EVELYN WAUGH 


Sir,-Beingabroad, I ha\e only just seen Mr Waugh’s letter, in which he says that I 
am “conspicuously ill-informcd,” that my work is a “strange jumble of speculations 
and mis-statements,” and that its abundant ‘howlers’ sufficiently re\eal the quality 
of my scholarship The actual howlers which he cites in evidence are (i) That I 
carelessly extended the date of More’s execution to cover that of Fisher, who 
actually suffered a fortnight earlier This is an error which I acknow ledge (2) That I 
called Fisher a Bishop when in fact he was a Cardinal In England, where his 
Cardinalate, being in defiance of the law, was not recognised, he was Bishop of 
Rochester (3) That, unlike “men of education,” I apply to More that term 
recusant,” which properly “has nothing to do with high treason and the denial of 
the monarch’s spiritual supremacy,” but dimply means one who refuses to attend 
Anglican church services I am far from my books, but 1 think that if Mr Waugh 
Will take a little trouble before screaming about my “howlers,” he will find that 
before 1570 the word “recusant” was generally applied to those who refused the 
oath of supremacy, it was only later that it acquired its meaning of non-attendance 
at church 

My general point in referring to More as the first recusant is that he was the first 
layman to refuse the oath of supremacy, and thus became the hero of the later lay 
recusants whose recusancy was defined by their refusal to attend the national 
church To this point, earlier clencal recusants are immaterial 

Mr Waugh asks why “this contributor” writes “so very often” on this subject In 
the ten years during which I have contributed articles to the new statesman, I 
have wntten three times on the English Catholics - 1 <r, as often as on the English 
Quakers and a good deal less often than upon the English Protestants This seems to 
me to show a sense of proportion 

H R TREVOR-ROPER 


To THE Editor of the Piers Court 

New Statesman and Nation 
2 January 1954 

Sir, - 1 accused Mr Trevor-Roper of having made four howlers in the first three 
lines of his essay To these (a) he pleads guilty, (b) he excuses himself on the 
grounds that “Cardinal” is not a legally recognised title m this country' Yet in the 
same essay he refers to “Cardinals” Wiseman and Manning The plain inference is 
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that he forgot, if he ever knew, that St John Fisher had an equal right to the title (c) 
Mr Trevor-Roper is “awav from his books ” When he returns and consults the 
dictionary he will see that “recusant” is defined as “One, especiall) a Roman 
Catholic (Popish recusant) who refused to attend the services of the Church of 
England ” (d) He excuses his omission of the protomartyrs on the grounds that he 
was writing exclusively of laymen But he wrote “Thej” (More and Fisher) “were 
the first recusants ” Did he “away from his books” suppose that Fisher was a 
layman^ 

One honourable course is open to Mr Trevor-Roper He should change his name 
and seek a livelihood at Cambridge 

I am sorry if I exaggerated the number of his attacks on the Church in your 
columns My impression is that, whatever the ostensible subject of his contribution, 
he makes a hobby of introducing opprobrious references to the Church I have kept 
no count If I am wrong, I readily apologise 

But even if I am wrong, Mr Trevor-Roper’s position as a tutor to Christian 
undergraduates seems to me dubious In the essay under discussion he wrote “In 
the intellectual emptiness of modern English Catholicism only the snob-appeal” 
(where do young dons pick up their vocabulary^) “is left ” 

This IS to insult not only Roman Catholicism, but all forms of Chnstianitj No 
one can doubt that we possess the Scriptures, the Creeds and the Fathers We claim 
much else beside The sane Chnstian cnticism of Roman Catholicism is that we are 
too full and have enriched the original deposit of faith with legends and opinions If 
we are empty what does Christendom contain ^ 


EVELYN WAUGH 


Sir, - In reply to his first letter, I advised Mr Waugh to take a little trouble before 
screaming about my howlers In reply to his second I can only repeat this advice 

First, Bishop Fisher Mr Waugh now accuses me of having wntten, in 
extenuation of my use of this title, that the title of Cardinal “is not a legally 
recognised title in this country”, and on the basis of this accusation he proceeds to 
find me culpably inconsistent in referring to “Cardinal Wiseman ” If Mr Waugh 
will look at my letter he will see that I made no such foolish evasion What I stated, 
with perfect clarity, was the histoncal fact that Bishop Fisher s Cardinalate - 
announced by the Pope when Fisher was already deposed and attainted of treason - 
was not recognised in England Mr Waugh has thus falsified my words, and the 
generalisations which he bases on such falsification arc, in his own words, “rude and 
irrelevant ” 

Still on the basis of this falsification, Mr Waugh presumes that I am ignorant of 
Fisher’s Cardinalate Every schoolboy has been told how Fisher, on the eve of his 
execution, was declared a Cardinal in Rome, and how Henry viii promptly (and 
accurately) replied that if the red hat came there would be no head to put it on, just 
as every schoolboy also knows that Thomas Cromwell, on the eve of his execution. 
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was created Earl of Essex But he docs not expect to be accused of ^ 

sectarians and pedants if he still refers to them, tn the customary manner, as 

Fisher and Thomas CroniNsell . c _ 

Secondl>, the meaning of the word “recusant ” On this su )ect, since mj 

were recusants for two hundred tears while Mr Waugh s to ’ 

still rather crude and green, I ma> perhaps claim a finer sense t an ic ^ ’ 

on the basis of m> reading, I \entured to suggest that bejo^ 157 ° i e , e o 
meaning became specialised through the papal Bull of xcommunica ion 
word w^s used of those who refused the oath of Supremacj it a triump 
flounsh Mr Waugh now quotes from the Oxford Etigh^b Dtcttutuiry t e specia 
meaning which, after 1570 ,1 of course allow What he prudent > concea s rom >0 

readersisthefactthat, with one exception, every instance oft at meaning give 
the Dictionary is after 1570, and therefore, of course, quite irre evan 

remarks Further, the one exception (from an Act of Parliament o 1553 

closer examination, to have been erroneoush included un er t at ^ 
Reference to the onginal Statute (7 Edward vt c 4) ■'hows that in fact the terna 
there used to describe, not abstainers from the Protestant churc , ut c ergy 
refuse to pay their tenths and firstfruits Thus the evidence of t e 
way inconsistent with my suggestion Further, those Pithnlic 

less superficially than Mr Waugh seem to agree with me T ^ ® oman 

scholar Fr Godfrey Anstruther, in hts family-history Vaux of arrow e«, 

“A recusant is one who refuses The word first appears in the Statutes as early as 

1548, when It meant arwincumbent who refused to pav tenths to t e ing 

Elizabeth’s reign it meant one who refused the oath of Supremacy t was " “ 

designate a Papist who refused to resort to divine worship in Protestant churches 

” This is exactly my conclusion 

Mr Waugh has presumed to tell me what IS the only onoura e course 
to adopt Perhaps he will now consider what is the least dishonourable course left to 
those who, in order to gam debating points, are convicted of falsifying documents, 

concealing relevant evidence and relying on abuse 

Finally Mr Waugh asks, “If we (the English Roman Catholics) are empt^ w a 
does Christendom contain?” Less parochial m my observation than Mr Waugh, 
I have noticed other Chnstians besides Roman Catholics and other Roman 
Catholics besides that mmonty of Englishmen whom Mr Waugh (doubtless o 
their embarrassment) so loudly claims to represent 


H R TREVOR-ROPER 


To THE Editor of the New Statesman 
II January 1954 


Piers Court 


Sir, — Pray rest assured that this is the last letter I shall address to you on this 
subject Any comment Mr Roper cares to make, I will read with barely flagging 
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interest but leave unanswered I write now onl) because Mr Roper suflers from a 
delusion which I find personally annoying 

On December 5 he wrote “Follow me, sa\s Mr Waugh and join the old 
English recusants ” This week he writes of “That minority of Englishmen whom 
Mr Waugh so loudly claims to represent ” 

Believe me, Sir, I have never, loudly or quietly or in the silenee of my heart, 
claimed or aspired to represent or lead any one of my fellow Catholics Mr Roper 
does not know me but he claims aequaintanec with a variety of other Catholics He 
should thereby realise that the suggestion is preposterous 

Having said this, may I try to leave a clean plate of the pedantries' Mr Roper 
admits that he was wrong about the date of St John Fisher’s e\eeution He now 
tacitly, I take it, admits he was wrong w'hcn he called it “the first’’ case of recusanev 
There remain then under discussion only the title of Cardinal and the proper use of 
“recusant ” 

(1) A Cardinal holds a purely papal appointment No other ruler can confer the 
rank or remove it No consecration is required A man is a Cardinal from the 
moment the Pope declares him so, not from his reception of the hat In the last 
month of his life St John Fisher’s position resembled that of Cardinal Stepinac 
today It would have been injudicious to have referred to him as “His Eminence” 
before Henry viii, but Mr Roper need not fear to do so St John enjoyed the same 
rank and suffered the same local disabilitv as Cardinal Wiseman Mr Roper appeals 
to popular usage'and quotes Thomas Cromw'ell, Earl of Essex, as a parallel A 
simple test is to consult the Encyclopaedia Britannica where he will find four Earls 
entered under Essex, none of them Cromwell If he looks up St John he will find 
“Fisher, John, Cardinal ” 

(2) Recusant I took Mr Roper to task because in an historical essay he used a 
term which has borne a “limited and valuable” meaning for at least 250 years m a 
loose and misleading wav He retorts that it did not bear this precise meanmg before 
1570 What has that to do with it ^ “Recusaqt” before and after 1570 could be used 
generally to qualify anyone who refused anything Wordsworth used it with poetic 
licence of boys who refused to do their lessons But for at least a century before him 
the technical meaning was a man who refused to attend church (I do not know why 
Mr Roper attaches such importance to the year 1570 Compulsory attendance at 
Protestant worship under pain of fines was prescribed in 1558 ) 

May I make the point clearer^ A cavalier poet might well have written “Bid me 
to live and I will die. Thy Recusant to be ” If I were told that Mr Roper had never 
met a Protestant, I should be incredulous If I were further told that my informant 
happened to feel like a cavalier that day and that by “Protestant” he meant “ori^e 
who protested his devotion,” I should think the statement plausible but the 
expression fantastic 

I cannot accept the theory that because Mr Roper’s family apostasised more 
recently than mine, he has inherited a superior insight into the proper use of 
language 


EVELYN WAUGH 
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(iMr Trevor-Roper writes “May I rLCommcnd to Mr Waugh a period of silent 
reading^ In particular, he might glance at (i) The Catholic Who s o an 
Yearbook, published bv Bums, Oates and Washbournc, publishers to the Hoh b^ec 
There he will find, in ‘The Kalcndar” (I quote from the 1938 edition which is 
before me) that the date 9 Jul\ has been declared the official saints-da> o Jo n 
Fisher, Bishop, and Thomas More Marts rs' There is no mention of Cardinal 
(2) M\ own article, in which he will find that I made the nccessarj qua 1 cations 
about my application of the word “recusant” to More an application w ic r 
Waugh Ignorantly challenged and which I ha\e now prosed correct e \si a so 
find other matter sshich he ssill do sscll to digest ” - Ed , N S & N ) 
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^cton,Dipitnc(ntn. ) OtughuT ot Li rJ Raxlajh 
WMtwi Lq(v 3 \ctct m igji 4ra tjJ h^c «n» me 
ujhicr\ \ l/icnd of Roxvilti Krvoi »hx> utu.c 
ih cw her UpMiclmtti the lj\cJ ^iih b<i 

u^fciDj m Rhoiksu uma li>I uiw ackUreJ then 
fcTvcnjIj ith^Kjin m AuviriTu 


Sir Hiitad (*vc4- J Wilier W.ih i mother 
fifiin Quogo, a heerx: m rioicncc j cullccnon of pocirv 
»iih ipubliiher ^mda icputatvon AJtcia% cJuncd at Eton 
cton uii the docriEiatini: aesthete of hts Oiturd 
gencraiion He oppnscj nor onK the bccr-iirioLin? 
Georgian poets but also the titeU imitations oi the stsics 
the ttmcticw Plus 9a ehanjic plus c csi la mecnc po'^ 
aa bn friend and ajmeiimcMisal Brun Huuaid ob^ersed 
He uiihcd to replace them vMih admitcrs of the ncsi m 
Pniimlii Ronald l-itbml T S Elmi ind the SituclU 
Orlj Victonana so unfishioiublc that a livtc lor it 
"as also Doitl v> “Back to Mahopan> was tn) baiilc- 

Acton became a close friend to Waugh whowrotcin -f 
l-ittic Ltarnmfi What I think, we had in common was 
tuuo m the English use of the word aaoi for the sarters 
and absurditj of the life opening to lu. a scncraiion for 
(not the same) artists, a scorn for the bogus He was 
alwajs the leader, I riot always the follower The better 
chatacierisiics of Anihon) Blanche in BriJeikeaJ 
RevtuuJ and most of Ambrose Silk in Put Out Afore 
Tfagr are drawn from Aaon He has liscd maml) in lial) 
and 1933-9 'It Peking Publications include Mtmoirs uj an 
•ffuAere (1948) The Bourbunt a/ A apfo ( 1956) and A ancy 
MttJorJ a memoir (1975) 

Asquith, Kathanne (1885-1977) Daughter of Sir John 
Homer irumed m 1907 Raymond Asquith, who was 
killed m action m 1916 before hts father the Prime 
Minister aceepied an earldom. A Roman Caiboltc 
consert she inherited the Manor House at Mclis tn 
Somerset and Alonsignor Ronald ICnox came to Ipc 
there in 1949 With Oinstopher Hollis and laler Anthon> 
Powell near the same sUiage, it became a centre of 
Waughs friends. He was somewhat nervous though 
respectful, of her opinion of his Hoot ^ 


Xsen G unless of (19.0 ) Qaiivsa CTiurihill, nicie 

<4 hit Win Inn and so comm nt Randolph. Mairicd in 
I9ja Anthons b Icn who became Prime Minister in 1955 
and Earl if \von in 19M 


Baldwin of Ucwdlc>,3id bjfl{i904-7S) Succeeded in 
1958 Son of the Prune Minisict he was called brisk) 
whish dciiscd flam the fingle sou have sshisk) tu make 
sou links Of morcwidcis BUiggs Made friends wiih 
Waugh as ihcs pursued Tcicva Jungman without 
IUCCCS.S Wrote He [WaughJ was alwa)s wonderfully 
unrude to me and nt) wife 1 can’t think wh) and I sc 
alwa)s been grateful Publications include 11^ Father 
the True Story (i956)and i f/yoig .S/urffautobiograph)) 
(> 9 <^) 

Balfour, Patrick sec Laird Kinross 


Beerbohm Sir Max (1872-1956) Essajist and canca- 
turist Waugh described him as an idol ofmj adolescence 
to whom cvers >ear deepened m) devotion He was an 
extreme example of the sort of meticulous, unpretentious 
talent of which Waugh approsed Publications include 
afri/eita Dohon (1911) and Roaetti and hii Circle (1922) 


neqcinirn, 011300011900- ) Poet A friend at Oxford 
whcicneiiher of them isas seen asa distinguuhed wnier 
of the future. Mamed Penelope Chciwodc m iqx, 
Resnted Waugh s aggrcssise attempts ,0 convert hun .0 
^man Catholicism in ,947-8 Kmghied m 1969 Poet 
I^ur^tc 197. H. man) booU ofpocio -d on English 
churches and ^ch.tecture mclude Summoned iy Bell 
(auiobuigraph)) (.960) and Engl.j, Churches 

Indut ,93,^5 ^nimander-m-Ch.ef m 

Catholic in 94 ^ 1 ?ugh difw"""?'" 
borses for i her AraT ““ 

mio Lord Berners s Hrs 

remain for tea PubI ^*"f8don and 

n tor tea Publications mclude Two M.Ut^ 1 

and hts World R^ollccnons tn Evelyn 
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Bowra, Sir Miuiice (1808-1071) Oxford don. Warden 
of Wadham College from igi8 Encouraged such 
undergraduates as Kenneth Clark and John Betjeman to 
enjoj themscUes Waugh’s uncasj rebiionship nith him 
faltered when he wrote in A Lillie Learning ‘He [Cyril 
Connolly] and Maunce Bowra were both acquaint¬ 
ances who became friends after 1 attracted some aiiention 
as a novelist’ He explains in a letter (p 625) that this was 
not an accusation of lion-hunting, it still reads like one 
In some respects the model for Mr Samgrass m 
Bndeshead Rerisiled Knighted 1051 Among his publi¬ 
cations arc The Greek Experience (i 057 ) utid Memories 
/<89S-/9J9(io66) 

Bradwcll, Lord See Dnbcrg 

Carew, Dudley (1O03- ) Published the first of six 

novels in 1924 and worked on the London Mercury under 
J C Squire whose powerful literary set known as ‘the 
squirearchy’, opposed obscure new wnters such as 
T S Eliot Carew joined The Times in 1926 and during 
the next thirty-seven years reckons that he wrote nine 
million words, for the most part anonymously 'I 
[Waugh] fasanated and dominated a boy in another 
House \ A Lillie Learning p 129 Publications include 
A Fragmenl oj Friendship (1974), a reminiscence of 
Waugh at school 

Churchill, Randolph (1911-68) Journalist son of Sir 
Winston Churchill Married Pamela Digby 1939-46 
and June Osborne 1948-61 In his autobiography 
Twenty-One Years (1965), he says that he enjoyed a 
warm friendship interrupted from time to time with 
Waugh from 1929 They were both godparents of 
Jonathan Gumness 

Connolly, Cyril (1903-74) Critic and author Created 
his own jjcrsona of a brilliant youth who failed to live up 
to expectations in Enemies 0] Promise (1938) When he 
was elected to ‘Pop’ at Eton, Hubert Duggan asked ‘Is 
that the rug [Colleger] who s been kicked in the face by a 
mule’ {Infants of the Spring p 120 by Anthony Powell) 
In the war his face was round plump and pale, his 
shoulders sloped from a short thick neck and dark hair 
was (luffed thickly out behind the ears that seemed no 
longer to protrude He had a short snub Irish nose and 
under shaggy Irish brows his eyes set far apart looked 
both hooded and alert J Maclaren-Ross in Memoirs of 
the Forties p 62 An Oxford acquaintance of Waugh’s 
and a lasting if much teased fnend One of the founders 
and editor of Horizon 1939-50 and then chief reviewer of 
the Sunday Times There is a General Connolly in Black 
\lichief and some evacuees called Connolly in Pul Out 
More Flags have been said to show his vices of lust 
gluttony and sloth In Sword of Honour Everard Spruce, 
editor of Survival is in spite of Waugh’s assurances to the 
conirarv drawn in pan from Connolly Each minded 


criticism from ihcolhcr Waugh worried over the phrase 
benign lethargy’ bestowed by Ginnolly m a review of 
Officers and Cenllemen Connolly was bitterly hurt when, 
after Waugh’s death, he came by chance on the 
contemptuous annotations scnbblcd in Waugh’s copy of 
The Lmiuiel Grave He married three times Jean 

Bakcwcll, Barbara Skelton and Ehnrdre Craig 

Cooper, Lady Diana (1892- ) Indestructible 

beauty Daughter of the Duke of Rutland, married in 
1919 Duff Cooper, who was cre3tci[ Viscount Norwich m 
1952 Met Waugh, whom she called Mr Wu, when she 
was acting the Madonna in The Miracle and he kept her 
company while she loured the provinces Perhaps the 
most deep and enduring of all his friendships Ambassad¬ 
ress m Pans 1944-7 The most direct portrait to appear m 
Waugh’s work, she is Mrs Stitch in Scoop and Sword oJ 
Honour Publications consist of an autobiography in three 
volumes The Rainbow Comes and Goes The Light 
of Common Da^ (>959) and Trumpets from the Steep 
(i960) 

Dnbcrg, Tom (1905-76) Created Lord Bradwell in 
>975 Jouinalist, politician and homosexuaL Educated at 
Lancing and Christ Church, Oxford Daily Express 
1928-43 fianly as its gossip columnist William Hickey 
Labour MP 1942-55 and 1959-74 Chairman of Labour 
Party 1957-8 Publications include Beaverbrook A 
Study in Power and Frustration (1956) and Ruling Passions 
(autobiography) (1977) 

Duggan family Grace Hmds, an Amencan, mamed in 
1902 Alfred Duggan, who was a Roman Catholic of Irish 
descent with estates in the Argentine He worked at the 
Argentinian embassv in London and after his death in 
1915, she married Lord Curzon, then Leader of the 
House of Lords So her Duggan children, Alfred 
(1903-64), Hubert (1904-43) and Marcella bom 1906, 
had a splendid background Waugh met the boys at 
Oxford where he found Hubert a delicate dandy of the 
Regency and his brother ‘a full-blooded rake of the 
Restoration we were often drunk, Allred almost 
always A Little Learning p 202 Hubert was a 
Conservative MP 1931-43 Hu deathbed scene inspired 
that of Lord Marchmam in Bndeshead Revisited Alfred 
reformed in middle-age, he controlled his dnnking, and, 
his money spent, wrote a senes of histoncal novels which 
Waugh praised and encouraged 

Fielding, Daphne. See Viv lan 

Fleming, Ann (1913- ) Ann Chartens, grand¬ 
daughter of the Earl of Wemyss, marned in 1932 Baron 
O Neill, who was killed m 1944 i 94 S- 5 a Viscount 
Rothermerc and m 1952 Ian Fleming who cicatcd 
James Bond the next year and died m 1964. Though a 
cousin of Laura Waugh s and an acquaintance as Lady 
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Roihcrmerc the political hostess, she became a close 
friend of Waugh s at the time she mamed Ian Fleming 
and he stajed with them in Jamaica Stjlish and wtttj 
sheilas not in the least afraid of Waugh and when he used 
hts large ear-trumpet more than seemed neccssar} she 
struck It nith a spoon “The noise, Eielin told me later 
was that ofa gun being fired an inchavrai’ Evelyn lljugh 
bj Chnstopher Sjkes, p 374. 

Green, Henr) SeeYorke 

Greene, Graham (1904- ) Noielist A contemporar) 
at Oxford but not then a friend Described at the age of 
thm>-fi}ur b> j Maclaren-Ross in Memoirs of the Forties 
his lean face was unlincd then, but the skin was rough 
and a little worn though his cheeks were carefull) 
shaien, there was still a suggestion of stubble He smiled 
a lot and the set of his mouth was amiable rather than 
seiere as in the photographs Often bracketed with 
Waugh as a Roman Catholic consen successful in the 
same profession Their friendship sursived religious 
arguments opposed political opinions and Greene s 
frequent absences, partly because they admired one 
another’s books Publications include EnghnJ Matte Me 
(■935) Brighton Rotk (1938) The Power and the Glory 
(■940)) The Heart aj the Matter (1948) The Comedians 
(’970)1 plays stones, essajsand chddren s books. 

Herbert family Aubrey Herbert (1880-1923) the 
second son of the 4th Earl of Camanon and a 
Consersatiie MP who was offered the throne of Albania, 
mamed in igio Mary Vesey daughter of Viscount de 
Vescr, and had four chddren Gabnel (1911- ), who 
mamed Alexander (Alick) Dru in 1943 Bridget 
1’9>4“ ), wfho mamed Captain Allister Edward Grant 
in 193s Lauta (1916-73), who mamed Evelyn Waugh m 
'937 and Auberon (1922-74) 

Heygate, John (1903-76) Wnter Succeeded as 4tb 
baronet in 1940 Dim at Eton, where his father was a 
master, and Oxford where he was a contemporary of 
Waugh s He resigned as Editor of the News when cited 
m Waugh s divorce case because it was known that the 
BBC woidd not allow him to continue. Mamed to Evelyn 
Gardner 1930-6 Publications include Detent Feltoids a 
realistic novel ofEtonlifc 

Kinross, Baron (1904-77) Wntcr-Pamck Balfour until 
he succ«ded lo the talc m 1939 Mamed 1938-42 to 
Angela u me-Seymour An acquaintance at Oxford, on 
Waugh s last night he lowered him from a Balhol window 
on a rope. They became fnends as fcllow-joumahsis, 
panicu arly m Ethiopia where they were war cor- 
res^n ents Kinross was Mr Gossip in the 
an wuinihcRAF during World War 11 Waughmav 
have drawn on him lor ihe Earl of Balcaim m Pi/r Bodies 


and Lord Kilbannock in Sword oj Honour Nicknamed 
‘Pauper’ Publications include Society Racket (1933) and 
Ataturk The Rebirth oJ a Nation (1964) 

Lygon family The children of the yih Earl Beauchamp 
(1872-1938) Waugh knew Viscount Elmlcy, later Earl 
Beauchamp (1903-79) and his brother Hugh Lvgon 
(1904-36) at Oxiord In 1931 he met the sisters Lady 
Letucc Cottcrcll (1906-^), Lady Sibcll Rowley 
(1907- ) and his two great Iricnds Lady Mary Lygon 

(1910- ) who mamed 1939-56 H H. Prince Vsevelode 
Joannovitch of Russia and Lady Dorothy Lygon 
(1912- ) Lady Mary was known to all as Maimic’and 

to Waugh as ‘Blondy , Lady Dorothy as Coote’ and to 
Waugh as Poll or Pollen’ Richard Lygon (1916-70) 
lived with his mother after his father went into exile 
Lady Mary was Waugh’s mam confidante in the 1930s 
Laura Waugh, in a letter to her husband, described Lady 
Dorothy as the nicest of all y our fnends’ 

McDougall, John (1903-76) Publisher Contem¬ 
porary, but not an acqimntance, at Oxford, where Waugh 
desenbes him as a member of ‘the literary elite who 
formed a gentle close set In 1946 joined Chapman Sc 
Hall who published all Waugh’s fiction and became a 
friend for life 

Mitford, Ehana (1910- ) Mamed 1929-34 to Bryan 
Guinness who succeeded as Baron Moyne m 1944 and 
to Sir Oswald Mosley, founder of the Bniish Union of 
Fascists, from 1936 Both Mosleys were interned during 
World War 11 since 1951 they have bved in France. A 
deep fnendship with Waugh m the early 1930s lasted, 
though they rarely saw each other Her only book is an 
unapologeiic autobiography ALiJeoJ Contrasts (ityjf) 

Mitford, Nancy (1904-73) Novelist Met Waugh 
through his first wnfe and was their lodger m Canonbury 
Square in 1929 Mamed 1933-58 Peter Rodd. Waugh 
knew her brother and sisters, in particular Diana, who 
became I-ady Mosley and Debo , who became Duchess 
of Dev onshuc Her clear smooth skin and clear quixzical 
eyes under a high forehead with chestnut hair like a wavy 
turban above it would have been portrayed to pcrfcaion 
by Sir Joshua Reynolds She appeared much younger 
than her age and her humour had the gaiety of girlhood ’ 
Harold Acton in Nancy Mitjord After the war she moved 
to France and, as a result became Waugh’s main 
correspondent An article in Encounter in 1955 with an 
answer from Waugh formed the basis of Noblesse Oblige 
whichstartcdavogucforthecxprcssions U and non-U 
for social classification She recaved much and ignored 
some advice on how to write showed courage and 
remained winy and gay in her last illness. Publications 

mclude The Pursuit o/Lneiiq^s) i^ve m a CoU Climute 
(1949) rAfAffriuif (1951) and The Sun King {iqSh) 
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Pcli.n, Aut,UMus Dciliil (iKyj- iij7j) MjiiicJ io llctcn 
MatGicgoi Set up Ills uttn Incur) ai,ciu.) in 
addini: W N Rouphead m 11)27 MatpJici Stephens in 
iqac) li siill handles the Wauph csuic has> tii lilc 
difficult to hnow Arthur Kiiesllcr has said AlecUauph 
lound hint resersed He found it dilhcult tu be 
encouiapinp 13ui Lscl)n Wauph uas h) no means the 
Olds one to whom he lent mones 

Powell, Anihons (n)05- ) Noschst Mamed 1934 

Lad) \ioIel Palcnham An acquaintance ol Waugh's at 
Oxiord 1927-35 worked for Duckworths where he 
introduced Waugh with the result that thex published 
hrs first book Rasulti Un hjt and Itarh (19.8) 
Lifelong fiicnd Publications include The Music ol 
Hme* senes of twelve nos cL 1951-75,and thrccsolumes 
of memoirs To Keep the Bat! Rolling 

Rothermerc Lad) Sec Heming 

Roughead William Nicul (1905-75) A rugger blue at 
Oafoid, Roughie pla)cd for Scotland louricen times, as 
captain on four of them He was also an expert 11) 
fisherman Joined A D Peters in 1927 and on rejoining 
after the war became a partner 

Sykes, Christopher (1907- ) Biographer of Waugh 
among others and novelist A Roman Catholic, at Oxford 
after Waugh In the Foreign Office 1928-31 and the 
Features Department of the BBC 1949-68 Publications 
include Four Studies in Loyalty (1946), A Song of a Shirt 
(1953) ind Evelyn lVaugh{igTS) 

Vivian, Daphne (1904- ) Wnter Married 1926-53 to 

Viscount Wc) mouth later Marquess of Bath 1953-7810 
Major Alexander Fielding Publicatiorts include Mercury 
Presides (autobiography) (1954) and The Duchess of 
Jermyn Street (1964) a biography of Rosa Lewis. 

Waugh, Alec {1898- ) Wnter and traveller Mar- 

ned 1919-21 Barbara Jacobs, daughter of the wnier 
WW Jacobs, 1932-69 Joan Chimsidc, an Australian 
and in 1969 Virginia Sorensen, an American wnter of 
children’s books He published The Loom oj Youth in 
1917, when he was mneteen, it became a bestseller and by 
1962 It had never been out of pnnt, but had earned him 
less than £1000 Ac a result of this precoemus success and 
his father’s posiuon, he entered the world of lileratuic 
and journalism of the 1920s In a projected second 
volume of autobiography, to be called A Little Hope 
Evelyn wrote of this time I have seldom shared his 
tastes either in fnends or in women M) heart sinks when 


a new anjujintaiisc iiiitoduics him elt as a fntnd of 
Alecs But in ihe)caisiif ni) jaiictlv and obucitit) I wav 
eonsianilv 21 his lalite Other publicalnmv include hlard 
III the Aon (1956). My Blatter I xel)ii and Other Pritrjlli 
(1961), Ihefarly VearieJ lie H ough (li/js) jnJ 7ir 
Belt 11 me Lau (more autobiograjih)) (1978) 

Wuugli Ailhur (1X66-1943) Married C-athetinc Kaban 
in 1S93 Caimpetcnl in must lilciat) vphticv, an cxcel'cnt 
publisher Alan PrviC'Joncs in tiel)a Hough and hit 
H arid wtitev A pessimist an asthmatic a rather shy 
man, as 1 icmcnibet him, whoollsel these disadvantages 
b) cxiicmc joviality He veav a play actor b) nature 
taking op one part after another the martyr the 
businessman, the man of insrani decision ihc amateur 
comedy star He excelled ar paper-games and fancied 
himself as a Ivric writer aftei the school of W S Gilbert 
He retiicd as Director of Chapman &. Hall in 1929 
Pubticaiionv include One iHan 1 Road (1931), an 
autobiography in which he docs not mention Dei line and 
Fallot I lie Bodies 

Wuugli Ljihcrinc(Raban) Bornin India broughtupby 
maiden aunts in bomerser In A I itlle learning bvelvn 
writes *M) mother was small neat reticent and, until 
her bst decade vci) active She had no special htciarv 
mtcicsis, but read a book a fortnight always a good one 
I axsocute her less with lilies than with eanhy wash- 
leather gloves and baskets of globe artichukes and black 
and red currants ’ Evcly n tried to be jxalicnl with hcraficr 
his father s death, but did not always succeed 

Waugh family Evcivn Waugh (1903-66) married Laura 
Herbert in 1937 and had seven children Teresa 
(1938- ) mamed Professor John D’Arms m 1961 
Auberon (1939- ) marned Lady Teresa Onslow in 

1961 Mary bom and died 1940 Margaret (1942- ) 

mamed Giles FitzHcrben 1962 Hamet (1944- ), 
James (1946- ) mamed Rachel Green in 1976, and 

Septimus (1950- ) mamed NicobWgrcestcr in 1976 

Yorkc, Henry (1905-73) Novelist under the pseudonym 
Henry Green ‘His movements like his voice were 
indolent one had the impression that he should have 
been eating grapes, but at the same lime his half-closed 
eyes missed nothing ’ J Maclarcn-Ross in Memoirs oJ tbe^ 
Forties In the i9aos he and Waugh admired one 
another’s writing greatly, but Waugh s admiration 
waned. Yorkc spent the war in the ranks of the Auxilary 
Fire Service.ManagingDircaorofH Pontifcx&Co ,an 
engineering company m Birmingham he published 
nothing after 1952 Publications include Living (1929) 
Parly Gaingiigig) and Loving 
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Barton, Sir Sidney, 51, 98 
Barzun, Jacques, j 6/-2 370 
Bath, 71 
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71, 100, 160, 289, 290, 377, 
421, 424, 425, 426, 427, 476, 
603,619,626, 633,636 
Beatty, Peter, 152,154,312, 318 
Beauc^mp, 7th Earl (‘Boom’), 
46, 89,105-6, 111,452 
Beauchamp, 8th Earl, see Elmley 
Beaumont, Hugh (‘Bmlue’), 321 
Beaverbrook, 1st Lord, 467,468, 

471.634 

‘Beeding, Francis’, 159-60 
Bcefste^ Club, 209, 216, 243, 
270 

Beerbohm, Sir Max, 48 Biog 
note 649 252, 253, 267, 324, 
563. 593 

Belgian visit (1953), 409-11 
Bell, Capt Digby, 142,407 
Bell, The 2SS 

Belloc, Hilaire, 385, 407, 450, 
485, 309, 521, 588-9, 591, 
592, 621 

Belloc, Peter, 134, 135 
Bendern, John dc, 276, 311 
Bennett, Basil, 163-8 passim, 
173, 179. 192. > 97 . 198, 201,1 
209, 220, 223, 252, 264, 398 
405.463 475,607,627,629 
Berenson, Bernard, 324 
Berners, (Gerald) 14th Lord, 52, 
100, 102, 106, 134, 234, 270 

391,399. 592 

Berry, Lorraine, 52 
Berry Michael, rer Hartwell 
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Beny, Lady Pamela, 208, 233, 
257, 286, 297, 304, 306, 307, 
3 ”. 348, 349. 373 > 374 , 393 . 
429. 432, 444 . 475 , 476, 499 , 
569-^0,587,606 
Berry, Seymour, see Camrosc 
Betjeman, Sir John, 127, 175, 
207, 230-1, 242-S, 24g-so, 
265, 270, 280, 296 339-40 
410, 417, 440-1 Biog note 
649 52, too, 130, 169, 218, 
234 241, 252, 254 257, 264, 
269, 317, 3‘8, 410, 442, 444 . 
446,516, 526, 531,607,609 
Betjeman, (Penelope) Lady, 
96-7, 102 217-18 252-7 
267-72, 317-18, 473 Biog 
note 649 207, 221, 223, 230, 
234, 241, 248, 250, 257, 263, 
358, 4 > 7 , 440, 570, 587. 595 , 
602,603,649 

Bevan, Emlyn (‘Buttocks’), 6 
Biddulph, Geoffrey, 33 
Biddulph, Hemuonc, 33 
Bdhngs, John Shaw, 282-3 
Birkenhead, 2nd Earl of 
(‘Freddie’}, 53, 169, 189, ig'i, 
192,193, 620 

Birkenhead, (Margaret) 
Giuntess of, 552 
Btrth Control Review, 36 
Bisch, Edith, 410,4t I 
Blackwood, Caroline, see Freud 
Blair, Enc rre Orwell 
The Blessing (N Mitford), 
346-8, 354 

‘Bloggs’, see Baldwin, 3rd Earl 
‘Blondy’, see Lygon, Lady Mary 
‘Blue Feet’, see Kce, Janetta 
‘Boaz’ (E W mcknamc), 57, 58 
Bond, Rev W , 9,352 
Bonham-Carter, Lady Violet, 
91,446 

book collecting, 9, 10, 146, 168, 
170, 171, 172, 179, 198, 207, 
212, 230, 236, 264, 270, 271, 
399 ,440,441 

Boothby, (Robert) Lord, 143, 
363, 622, 629 

‘Boots’, see Connolly, Cynl 
Borenius, Tancred, 133,143 
Bom, Edith dc, see Bisch 
Boston, Mass, 291-2 
Bourne, Nina,569-70 
Bourne, Cardinal, 72-8 
Bowen, Elizabeth, 220, 547 
Bowra, Sir Maunce, 226 341 
360-1 443-4 530-t 6ts, 
62s Biog note 650 41, 56, 
169, 170, 194, 217, 229, 249, 
257, 281, 291, 292, 296, 344, 
41S, 424, 429, 478, 318, 557, 
611,637 

Boyle, Stuart, 262 
Bracken, (Brendan) ist 


Viscount, 125, 126, 156, 158, 
176,180,322,497 
Bradley, Dennis, 62 
Bradwcll, Lord, see Dnbcrg 
Brains Trust, 159, i8i 
Brandt, Carol, 87 
Bridges, Robert, 305 
Bndget, Mother, 490 
Bnen, Alan, 445,446 
Bristol, University, 236 
British Broadcasting 
Corporation, 92, 159, 253, 
295. 350. 408-9, 4 » 2 'I 3 . 414, 
418, 445, 492, 511, 544, 
545-6,556,562,567,618 
Bntish Guiana visits (1932-3), 
65-71, (1961) 573, 575. 576, 
579-84 pattiffl 
Brogan, Colm, 234, 536 
Brownell, Soma ree Orwell 
Brownlow, (Dorothy) Lady, 

438 

Brownlow, (Kitty) Lady, 221 
Brownlow, 6th Lord (‘Perry’, 
‘Periwinkle’), 84,94,179,221, 
281, 397, 436, 438, 452, 488, 
561,601,634 
Bruce, Evangeline, 551 
Buchanan, Handasyde, 217,229, 

251,277,311,375,456, 558 

Buchanan, Molly, 227,348,373, 
607 

Buckley, William F, 556, 342 
543 

Buck’s Qub, 145 
Bulganin and Kruschev, visit of, 
392 

Bullock, Sir Malcolm, 209, 592 
Burges, Wilharo, 413, 416, 417, 
632 

Burgess, G, and Maclean, D 
(articles), 397 

Burghclcre, Lady, 26, 38,364 
bunal, 579, 599 

Bums, Tom, 94, 120, 133, 199, 

230, 332 

A Bumt-Out Case (G Greene), 
557 , 5 S 9 - 6 o 

Butler, (R A ) Lord, 472, 610, 
620 

Butler, Reginald, 394, 395, 396 
Byron, Robert, 25,29,35,36,49, 
53,56,13‘, 162,277,355,436, 
521,609, 629,633,638 

Cacenau, Don Miguel, 181 
Cairo, 32-3 

Calder-Marshall, Arthur, 115, 

143,157 

Campana, Canon, 115-16 
Campbell, Lady Jeanne, 572 
Campbell, Mary, 145, 147,23' 
Campbell, Robin, 214-16 
145-6, 147, 152, 173, 179 , 
183, 395,397 


Campbell, Roy, 373 
Campbell-Gray, Diana, 274,328 
Camrose, 2nd Viscount, 268 
Canonbury Square, Islington, 
28-9,277 
Cape Town, 150 
Caraman, Fr Philip, 447-8, S 39 
564-s, 642 350, 352, 400, 
421, 445, 451. 512, 519, 520, 
535. 540.557,612,632 
Caravaggio, Mll^ 375,379 
Carew, Dudley, xtiit, 1-6, 8-g 
11-13 >9 Biog note 650 7,9, 

27,36 

Carnarvon, (Almina) Cquntcss 
of, 63 

Carnarvon, (Henry) 4th Earl of, 
324.326 

Carr, Raymond, 601 
Casa Maury, Marquis dc, 160, 
168,312 

Casa Maury, Marchesa de, 312 
Case, Margaret, 287, 288, 290, 

291,377 

Casson, Stanley, 163 
Castlerosse, (Valentine) 
Viscount, 171,634 
Castlerosse, (Dons) 
Viscountess, 62 
Catherine of Mogna, St, 267 
Cathohe lectures (1949-50), 
312-15,318,357 
Catholic Mother, 383 
Cavendish, Lady Ehzabeth, 399 
Cavendish, Lady Emma, 484, 
545 

Cavendish Hotel, London, 589, 
607, 608 

Ceal, Algernon, 107,131, 206 
Cecil, Lord David, 303 305 53, 
348,434, 530, 626 
Cecd, (Rachel) Lady David, 303 
Ceylon visit (1954), 417-21 
Champagne, 430, 559 
ChannoD, Sir Henry (‘Chips’), 

513 

Channon, Lady Honor, 154, 569 
Chaphn, Sir Charles, 386, 569 
Chapman & Hall, 32, 117, 119, 
156, 177, 189, 194, 229, 234, 
357 , 403, 469, 497 , 523, 611, 
625 

Qiartens, Hugo, 491, 548 
Chartens, Mary-Rose, 597 
La Chartreuu de Parme, 491-2 
Chatsworth, Derbyshire, 493, 
494 

Chesterton, G K , 207 
Chetwode, Roger, 81,84 
Chichester, Bishop (Bell) of 167 
Chichester, Pamela, 143, 147, 
149.313,314.328 
Child, Rev Maunce 544 
‘Chips’, see Channon, Sir Henry 
Chnstie Dame Agatha, 50 
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Chiiniv,PnncoicJn.qu:linc dc 

Cinntjn, 430.559» 5^5 
UiucUr’, J« Uicw-V, 

Gen Sir Robert 
OiurciulKClan^^fi: \%on 
Clurchill ia«ncnunc) Uds 
4S9 

Churchill, John Spencer, So, 3*-4 
Churchill, June, 2S5 2S7, 307, 
342,349,405.4:4 ^ 

Churchill, Piinela, 14^, '47. 
130, '5' *5:. '54. 

349,425 

Churchill, Randolph, IS 4 < 

226. 22;-S 24i. 

254-5 394 4 °-t -7 

394 -5. 604-5. 6'4 620 62/^. 
627 Biog. note 650 93, i:u. 
145-53 pjiwm, i6o, 172, »73 
185-94 purJ’"'. :o2, 209, 212, 
213, 248, 249, 256, 273 . 270. 
281, 283. 285, 287. 29307. 
3 ", 3 ' 4 . 320, 343 , 349 . 35 ' 
352. 358. 377 . 38'. 381, 395. 
407, 4J0 424. 429. W 5 . 4/0 


-t-'Vi TT.* 

483, 488, 5". 552,601,604, 

607,618,619,621 
Churchill, Smh, 489 
aurchill. Via)-Gen Thomas, 

166,192 

Churchill, Sir Wnston, 13'. 

'S', '53. ‘54, '97. 258, 285. 

368, 489, 580, 610, 621, 622. 

627,630 ^ , 

Churchill, Winston (M-P ) '40. 

208,210,406 ^ 

QarL, (Kenneth) Lord, 413 

aa7don,Buclanghamshirc, 570 

Qifford, Atalanta, 450 
Qifford, Jcnn>, 325 
Qifion, Violet, 94 
dissold, Stephen 189,19' '92 

Qi\e, Ladj Maty, 53 ^ 

Qonmorc, Lord (‘Bill) ), 59’ ’ 

62, 107. 250, 253, 430. 44d. 

458,468 

Qunes, Alee, 325 .,,v,waiie, 
Cobb, Carolyn 

45, 60, 64, 9 °. '77. 7 . 

4^4 

Cockbum, Claud, i57 
Cockburn, Henry. 
Cockbum, 357 

Sicfe!^yb>« ^ 


Coropton-C'""''^’ Dame 

49.527,583, ,,, 

Coimolh, Barbara, 320. 34-, 

Qinnolly. ,0, 

23<;-6o 203 265-* 27J joi 
jSa-j. 4'4 4'6 4 j 

’7i:S .«82 '94,J^«.6.n. 

'73 276^2.)J'-99 300.3^- 
3''.3«4, H^’3'9, 320,3^. 

348-9. 353. 358, 3 ^. 373 . 

^4^ «5,‘45S468' 489, 5;^^. 
^ 52s. 547. 549. 35'. 

J66:|68:57j 589.596^629.^ 

348,399 423.57» 

Cook, Lady, 590 
Coollatiin, Co Wtcklo , / 

Cooper. Artemis, W' 

Cooper, Bmcc.i56-7^ 


Cajwlcs, Kathie, 2<)0,5*4 
CoAlr. Virginia, 154, «6i. 

Oav.lc> Aldan, 505,5W 
Qcasc, rranos,S, 20,604 
Crete battle ol, 126,153 
Croft-Cookc, Rupert, 260 
Grossman, R H 254 
CiovMlicr, Bert 492 
Crump, Lottie , rrr Lewis, Rosa 

guttwVcRMF.Moa 

Cututd. (Emerald) Lady, 37.46. 
61-2,63 262.277.384.9-6 

Curtis, Anthony, 588 

Curron, (Grace) \larchion«s. 
,31-2, 143 '72. 398, 401, 

Cmlcr.ail.i77.' 9'.«92 

Cuihbcrtson, ^ 

Cuthbertson. Riclwd, i 5 s. 631 
Cuibbcrtson, Teresa, see 
Jungman 




see Royal 
Litcruurc 


‘Honks), ' 3 '-- 
S83-4 S90-‘ Biog 

6,0 624. 02° ‘’•'o t, 

note 650 ,86, 

588.606,631.633,638 
Owner. Douglas, 570, 570 

Cooo^r Duff, 60, 64, 131 *H. 

"geT '67. '85, «86.187. 

?' 9 . 3 £ 3 f 8 .! 77 ; 396 : 402 . 

^6^7, 409. 4*2. 422. 507. 
cifAv!’’’john " Julius, «e 
- Lygon, Lady 
Dorothy 

Corah, Licuv.. 168 
Corbett, Robert, 535 
Oirbusicr, Lc. 3u8 
Ojmwall, Major, 137 

coronation (1953), 4°'. 4^ 3 

O^reU,LadyLetuce,8i.ii0, 

581 

Qjrterell, Rose, 436 
Country Ltfe, 3U4> 443 
Couturier, Pere, 299, 310, 367, 
373 . 422 j 457 

Coventry, Diana, 57,65,67,71 
Cowan (Manne officer), 130 
Coward, Sir Noel, 164,226,439, 
440,450,561 


Dacre, Lord, ter Trevjr-Rop^ 

Daily Express 17, 3 °. 52 , 468, 
469,471,486,522 
Daily Mall 4‘4 39 , 47 . 48. 
05-102 passim 533 . 534 . 559 . 

560, 576. 583-4.593.634 

Daily Telegraph, 250 

Dakar expedition, 125, 139-42. 

D^oulS (Margaret) Countess 
16th Earl of, 

503, 5 ° 9 , 5 '8 , 

d’Arcy Fr Marun, 45, 46, 53 , 
11^ 131, ‘73, 200,230.263. 
267,269,281,332,45' 

D’Arros, John, 524. 53 °, S52, 

555,557,567,580.^,632 

D’A^ Teresa, lee Waugh 
Darwin, Sm Bf^in, 429 

d’ Avigdor-Goldsmid, Sir 
Henry, 5^566 
' Davis, Fr Charles. 602-3 

. Day,E)orothy, 290 

Day-Lewis. Ceal, 304,403 
D’Costa, Charles, 440,441,48s 
Deakm, Sir Willum, 229,424 
Deal and Walmer Union Qub, 
134,'36 
Dean Basil, 61 
Dean Paul, Brenda, 131 
De Gaulle, Charles, 141 
Dc Janze, Phillis, 83, 86, 129, 
143, ,46,154,394,425,426 
Derwent, 3rd Lord (‘PeteF), 
262,296 

dc Trafford, Raymond, 62, 63, 
64,106,589 
Devas, Fr, 245,247 
DcVesci, sthViscount, 510,513 
Devonshire, Deborah, Duchess 
of, 484, 493 165, 176, 194, 
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216, 220, 227, 229, 236, 
256-7, 263, 27s, 321, 327, 
356, 402, 406, 426, 435, 447, 
472, 485, 486, 494, 496, 518, 
53-L 545, 562, 582, 583, 585 
Devonshire, Alary, Duchess of, 

181,359 

Devonshire, roth Duke of, 243, 
343 

Devonshire, Andrew, i ithDuke 
of, 165, 220, 27s, 521, 626, 
636 

Dickens, Charles, 198, 409,410, 
509 

‘Dig’, see Yorke, Adelaide 
Digby, nth Lord, 160 
DiUon, 20th Viscount (‘Mick’), 
168, 562-3 

Dix, F H R., 218,223 
Dix, Dom Gregory, 250 
Dobson, Frank, 20 
Donaldson, (Frances) Lady, 
302, 320,327,355,410,421 
Donaldson, Lord (‘Jack’), jj/, 
S > 5 , S 4 S -6 302, 320, 327, 
355, 410, 421, 470, 517, 561, 
562,601 

Donaldson, Rose, 458 
Douglas, Norman, 370 
Downside, 296, 318, 346, 372, 
400, 402, 424, 437-8, 441, 
442, 463-4, 466, SOI, 509, 
525-6, 535 , 562 
Dnbcrg, Jack, 7, 50 
Dnberg, Tom, 7, g-n, 50, 88, 
112, 210 353, 467, 543-4, 
576 Biog note 650 108,211, 
267, 343.405, 400,432 
Dru, Alexander (‘Alick’), 166, 
401,442,474 
Dru, Bernard, 549 
Dru, Gabnel, 79, 108, 133, 166, 
J7I, >97, 325,514 
Dubrovnik, 193-201 
Duckworth & Co , 23,25,32, 53 
Dudley Ward, Penelope, 266-7 
Duff, Lady Juliet, 67, 80, 100, 

105,321 

Duffenn and Ava (Maureen) 
Marchioness of, 67, 154, 256, 
291 

Duffenn and Ava, 4th Marquess 
of (‘xMannerless’), 182,256 
Duggan, Alfred, 383-4, 387, 
390 401,586-7 613 615-16 
Biog note 650 79, 128, 

I3J-2. 383. 398. 427, 494. 
521,590,620, 621,631 
Duggan, Major Huben, Biog 
0010650 61,62,70,79,83,93, 
108, 129, 132, 146, 171, 172, 
173, '93, 206, 243. 379, 520, 

591 

Duggan Laura, 383,387 390 
Duggan family Biog note 650 


Dunn, Lady Mary, 53,198, 538 
Dunn, Sir Philip, 179 
Dunne, (Peggy) Lady, 154, 182, 
198 

Dunne, Sir Philip, 151,152,154, 
160, 165, 179, 181, 182, 212, 

307,344,631 

Dumford-Slater, Col John, 161 
Dutton, Ralph, 435 

Easton Court Hotel, Chagford, 
45, 59-60, 86, 90, 176-8, 
179-85,265 

Eaton, Dr Hubert, 247, 248, 593 
Eccles, 1st Viscount (‘Smarty 
Boots’), 423 

‘Ed’, see Stanley of Alderley, 
6th Lord 

Eden, (Qanssa) Lady, see Avon 
Eden, Emily, 184,219 
Edinburgh University, 356-7, 
360 

Egg, Augustus, 360,397 
Eldon, (Magdalen) Countess of, 
79, 80, 261,488,514 
Eliot, Arthur, 91 
Ebot, George, 583,585 
Eliot, T S , 412,447 
Elusabeth i, 368^ 

Ellwood (butler), 148, 149, 160, 
190, 213,218 

Elmley, Lord, 56, 57,58, 59, 67, 
143,547 

Ellwes, Domiruc, 297, 386 
Elwes, (Freya) Lady, 53, 629 
Elwes, Sir Richard, 53, 629 
Elwes, Simon (‘Pouncer’), 66, 
395, 434 

Encounter, 436, 451, 452-3, 454, 
457, 550 

Epiphany, feast of the, 197 
Epstem, Sir Jacob, 375 
Ethiopia, see Abyssinia 
Eton College, 236, 241,399 
Eyre & Spottiswoode, 611,616 
Eyres, Laurence, 509, 519 

Face to Face interview (i960), 
544, 545-6 

Falconi, Manon, 97-8 
Falconi, Muzi, 97-8 
fan-mail, 376-7 

Fanngdon, 2nd Lord, 405, 521, 
526 

Fatima (Moroccan prostitute), 
84 

Feeney, Fr (of Harvard), 292-3 
Fellowes, Daisy, 234,429 
Fellovves, Rosamond, 254 
Fenwick, Alillicent, 289-90, 
291,292 

Ferguson, Col, 176,177 
Fez, Morocco, 82-6 
Fielding, Alexander (‘Xan’), 
468,472, 589 


Fielding, Daphne, 266-7, 2/2-J, 
27J. 407. 475-6, 565-6 

589-90, 626 Biog note 652 
164, 165, 194, 237, 251, 256, 
276. 433, 468, 472, 529, 581, 

582, 596,607, 608, 619 
Fielding, Gabnel, 477 
Firbank, Ronald, 33, 53, 588 
Fitzgibbon, Consuntine, 629 
FitzHerbert, Giles, 590-1, 592, 

593, 594,612, 626,630, 635 
FitzHerbert, Margaret, see 
Waugh 

Fitzwilliam, (Peter) 8th Earl, 
'45, '47. 151, 165, 172, 207, 
228,251,252 

Fleming, Ann, 379-80, 397-8, 
424-S. 459-60, 468, 475 
477-6, 483-94 passim, 494, 
504-7 512-3, 518, 524-7, 
533, 537-8, 541-2, 547-53, 
561-3, 570-4, 586, 595, 597 
600-4, 606, 609-ji, 613, 618, 
621, 623, 625-6, 630 635-6 
Biog note 650-1 209, 354, 
257, 287, 296, 297, 344, 358, 
369, 373, 385, 423, 429, 444, 
450, 546, 555, 560, 578, 579, 

583, 596, 607, 612, 615, 628, 
636 

Fleming, Caspar, 379, 3S5, 484, 
527, 549. 550, 563, 602, 604, 
622 

Fleming, Celia (nee Johnson), 

234 

Fleming, Eve, 373 
Fleming, Ian (‘Thunderbird’), 
315, 373, 391, 397. 408, 424, 
440, 444, 459, 491, 524, 533, 
538, 542, 547, 551, 561, 562, 
603-4, 607, 612, 615, 618, 
621, 622, 626, 630, 631 
Flemmg, Peter, 152-3, 233-4 
Foot, Michael, 320, 358 
Forbes, Alastair, 263, 296, 343, 
404,445, 583, 622, 626 
Forest Lawn, CaUifomia, 247-8, 
265, 269, 281 

Forrest, John de, see Bendem 
Forster, E M , 17,151,220,321 
Fosburgh, Mary (‘Mmnie’), 491 
Foster, Sir John, 52 
Foucauld, Charles de, 84, 310, 

316 

Foyle, Chnstina, 491 
Fragonard, Jean Honore, 297, 

434,513 

Franks, Bnan, 463-4, 473, 495, 
5<oo 585 608 627 126, 165, 
208 

Franks, Zoc, 164, 208 
Fraser, Anne, see Grant, Anne 
Fraser, Lady Antonia, 475, 561, 
626 

Fraser, Hugh, 311,411 
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Fraser, Ian, 513 
Fraser, Magdalen, iee Eldon 
Freeman, John, 544 ,545 
Fremantle, Anne, j / 0, J / o 524 
288,290,294 
Freud, Caroline, 423 
Freud, Qement, 593 
Freud, Lucian, 358, 380, 423, 
424, 506, 518,545, 593 
Fnese Greene, Molly, 
Buchanan 

Fry, (Afathea) Lad), 26 
Fry, Sir Geoffrey, 26,29 
Fr), Jennifer, 274 
Fulford, Roger, 576 


see 


Gadd TW .439 
GaitsLell, Hugh, 411, 562, 600, 

601 

Galsworthy, John, 611 
Gardner, Erie Stanley, 546 556, 

571 

Gardner, Esclyn, see Waugh 
Gascoigne, Mary (‘Midi’), 321 
Gathome-Flardy, Robert, 315, 

316-17 

Gellhom, Martha, 185, 5^3 
George vi, 368,369 
Georgetown, British Guiana, 

67-71 

Gerhardie, William, 29S 634 
German visit (1958), 

Gielgud, Sir John, 412, 5 °* 

Gilbert, Stuart, 375 
Gilbcy, Monsignor Alfred, 170 
Giles, Franlk, 446 
Gill, Enc, 162,346 
Gilmoor, Sir Ian, 447 
Glasgow, 8th Earl of, 161 
Glen, Sir Alexander-, 88 
‘Gloomy’, see Guinness, 
Beatrice 

Gloucester, Duke of, 51, 607 
Goa visit (1952-3). 307-9 

‘G^^ Bli^'^Him’, see Hance, 
Capt. J H 

Goenng, Hermann, Mb, 4 °+ 
Golders Green Imndon, 57b 
Gossc, Sir Edmund, 33 
Gosse, Sylvia. 23 
Graham, Dona ? if 

n^lham Mastair (Hamish 
°^nlx) t 7 .W ,22 31 . 33 . 

Gr.ln^ Xnne, 473 . 5‘3 5 i 7 . 5 ^ 
Gram Dndset. 80 q8 101, ^ 
17b 179 184 190 19 >. *92 
,1)5 261 300.372 


Grant Edward 98 100, loi. 

104, 108 129 132. ‘ 39 . ‘ 95 . 

261,300, 55 ° 

Grant, Poll), 474 
Grant, Robin, 609 
Green, Henry, see Y orkc 
Greene, Graham, 108 113- ‘ ’ 5 > 

2en 2 i8-<) 280 J 22 , 3 J-. 

333, JjS. 34 °-'. 346, 35 ° 
jji-i. 369-7°, 3S6.396 4 °° 
403-4 413, 422-3. 430-' 

432-3 43 ^~^. 442 455 
SOi-2, £22, 529. 5 S 7 
£j£-b, 619-20 635 Biog 
note 651 229, 284, 3 ‘ 2 . 3 ‘ 5 , 

320. 354 . 355 . 397 . 399 . 429 , 

457, 486, 54 ‘. 54 &. 549. 556, 

558. 560, 581. 583.636 
Greene, Sir Hugh (^rleton, 562, 

567 . 

Greene Vivien, 1 10 
Greenidge, Terence, xi, 404. 

Gnffin, Cardinal, 182 241 
Gnfiith-Joncs, Mervyn, 552 
Gnffiths (Marine officer), 120, 
136 

Gngsoiv Geoffrey, 629 
‘Grimes, Capt’, see Young, 
Richard , 

Gnndle (Marine officer), 13°. 
141 , 14^ 

Guinness, Sir Alec, 450, 45 ‘. 

Gmnn«s^^ Boan^^ 2nd Lord 

^ 3 T 6 !’ 72 !’tf 4 : 22 ’..^ 285 l 8 ’ 
Guimcss, Desmond, 263, 447 . 

Guinness, Diana, see 
Guinness. Jonalh^ 23b. 24 ‘. 

274, 349 . 354 , 569.638 
Guise, Philippa, 327 

Guthne, James, i 9 


Hades (Patrick) 1st Lord 98.-5 
pujsim, 598,830 

Hale, Kathleen 6^. 6‘ 

Hall (Trooper). ib8. i 75 
Hamilton, Hamah, 3 ‘‘. 327 , 
375, 421, 452, 453 . 454 , 45 . 

583 , £ A 

Hamnett Nina, bob 
Hampshire, Stuart, 548 
Hance Capt J H ( God 

Him’) 56 57 58 61.65,66, 
67 70 71 86 90 108, 193, 
61S 

Hance, Jackie, 57, 60, 65,67 71, 
86,90,618 

Hance, Reggie, 57,65, 67, 89 
Hardwickc, (Philip) gih Earl of, 
‘83 .344 


Hare, Augustus, 323, 547 
Harewood (Marion) Countess 

HafevSd. (Henn) 6th Earl of, 

Hamwood, (George) 7 th Earl of, 

Haman, Elizabeth, see 
Longford 

Harmsworth, Esmond, see 
Rothcrmcrc o a Ar 

Harper s Bazaar, 40, 48, 60, 65, 

Hams,WB (‘Dick’),i° 
Harrod,SirRoy, 36 i, 6‘5 
Hart-Davis, Sir Rupert, 506 
Hartington, (Kathleen) 
Marchioness of, 184, 2 ii, 

256, 380 

Hartley, L P , 493,494 
Hartwell, Lady, rreBerry 
Hartwell, Lord, 373 . 552 
Hasanayn Bey, Ahmad, 130 
Hatchards, 523 
Hawthomden Prize, 106,117 
Hayling Island, 154, i 5 S. ‘57 
Head. (Anthony) ist Viscount, 
182,211,321,377.378, 523 
Head (Dorothy) Viscountess 
(‘Dot’), 332, 374 , 377 . ^6 
Hebcr-Percy, Robert, 526 
Hcdley, Capt, 128, 129,134. ‘66 
Heenan, Cardmal, 624 
Heller, Joseph, 572 
Hermngway, Ernest 328, 633 

Henderson,Gavin.jffFanngdon 

Hennques, Robert, 2/9 222, 
493-4 160,219,261 
Henry vi, 399 
Hepburn, Katharine, 397 
Heppcnstall, Rayner, 241 
Herbert, Auberon, 80, 153, ‘ 66 , 
200, 201, 325, 345, £T2, 399, 
433 , 443 . 457 . 583, 589, 592 , 
594 . 

Herbert, Aubrey, 112 
Herbert, Bndgct, see Grant 
Herben, Gabriel, see Dru 
Herbert, Laura, see Waugh 
Herbert, Mary, 80, 91-2, 100, 
106, 131, 136, 168-9, 197, 
‘ 99 . 325-6, 5 ‘ 0 . 525. 529, 
563, 586, 587,601, 626, 630 
Herbert family, Biog note 651 

38s, 404 

Hertford College, Oxford, x, 4. 
5 , 6-13 

Hcygatc, Sir John, Biog note 

651 38,39.40,4" 

Hey wood Hill (booksellers) 
162, 166, 178, 182, 194, 209, 
216 217 220,227,225,227, 
229, 236 251, 348 406, 522, 
523 525 

Higgiiiion, Teresa, 115-6 
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Hill, Heywood, s.ee Heywood 
HiU 

Hobhouse, Cbnstopher, 445 
Hobson, G D , 214-15 
Holden, Inez, 25 
Hollis, Cbnstopher, 135, 210, 
211,244,253, 275 i 475 
Hollywood visit (1947), 235, 
236,241,247-8 

Holman Hunt, Diana, 525, 549, 

550 

Holman Hunt, WiUiam, 562, 

563 

‘Honks’, see Cooper, Lady Diana 
Honzon, 158, 210, 259-60, 262, 
263, 265, 266, 269, 295, 311, 
384,414,416,578 
Horner, David, 291,494 
Homer, Lady, 108 
‘Hot Lunch’, see Molson, Lord 
Howard, Bnan, 20,25,221,274, 
356,436,505.631 

Howard, Ceale, 322, 323, 324, 
359.362, 366 

Howard, Edmund (‘Mondy’), 
186,322, 362 

Howard dc Walden, (Margot) 
Lady, 53, 459 
Howard, St Philip, 573 
Howe, Mark Anthony de Wolfe, 
292 

Hughes, Arthur, 361, 415, 606, 

^7 

Hulton,SirEdward,332,342,348 
Hulton, (Nika) Lady, 332, 342 
Hunter Dunn, Joan, 2t6,218 
Huxley, Aldous, 55, 228, 237, 
247, 250, 282, 390, 392, 393, 

589 

Hjdc Park Hotel, London, 201, 
211, 229, 230, 241, 249, 387, 
398. 435 , 473 , 495 , Soo, 508, 
528, 539, 552, 627, 628, 629 
Hylton, (Perdita) Lady, 469, 

5*4,519 

Hylton, (Willum) 4th Lord, 

469, 528 

Ickleford, Hertfordshire, 205, 
208-10 

Ignatius, Mother, 334 
Igoe, W J ,569 

Ilchesicr, 7ih Earl of, see 
Suvordale 
Inge, W R., 7 

Ireland visits to and proposed 
emigration, 205, 249 250-3, 
258, 373 , 374,443 
Ishcrwood, Cbnstopher, 120, 

427. 582 

jack’, see Donaldson, f ord 
Jackson Derek, 562 
jaeoh>, Barbara i 4 
Jaccer, Miis, 57 


Jamaica visit (1955), 436-8 ,439 
James, Henry, 238, 563 
Jenkinson, Anthony, 102 
‘Jerk’, see Avon, tst Earl of 
Jerusalem, 102-3 
jessel, Doreen, 53 
Jessel, Sir Edward, 93,133,193, 
274 

Joad, C E M , 159 
John xxm. Pope, 515, 533, 535, 
558, 600, 601,608, 639 
John Bull, 47 
Johnson, Paul, 570 
Jolliffe, Ahce, 469,555 
Jones, David, r/y 
Jordan visit (1951), 344-5 
Joyce, James, 375,622 
Jungman, Beatnce, see Guinness 
Jungman, Teresa (‘Baby’) 46, 
52-3,58,61,63,64,66,67,79, 
81,91,133,154,166,182,312, 
327,403, 578.612,631 
Jungman, Zita, 133,3*3,403 

Kee, Janetta (nee Loutit) (‘Blue 
Feet’), 271,276,348,399, 578 
Kee, Robert, 271,348 
Kemsley, ist Viscount, 263,486 
Kent, Duke of, 62, 84 
Kidd, Janet, 570,572 
Killearn, ist Lord, see Lampson 
Kilmartin, Terence, 465,597 
Kingsdown House, Walmer, 
134-7,148 

Kinross, (Angela) Lady, 131, 
150, 274,320 

Kinross (Patnefc) 3rd Lord 
(‘Pauper’), 16, 26, j^-j, 416, 
S16 Biog note 651 51 , 55 . 59 , 
60, 70, 90, 97, 99, 101, 102, 
108, 182, 238, 241, 264, 270, 
272, 273, 320, 366, 405, 470, 
547 

Kinsey Report, 305,408 
Klee, Paul, 216,416 
Knickerbocker, Huben, 44 
Knickerbocker Qub, New York, 
289 

Knight, Frank & Rutley, 443 
Knowles, Dom David, 387 
Knox, Monsignor Ronald, 206 
342 106-7, 256, 262, 267, 
275, 276, 292, 326, 353, 383, 
386, 407, 45a, 456, 457, 468, 
485, 486, 487, 488, 492, 503, 
519, 535, 539. 568, 601, 609, 
6*7, 633 See also Life of 
Ronald Knox under Waugh, 
Evelyn 

Knox memorials, 509, 511-12, 
^ 5 * 4 , 518-19 
Koe; tier, Arthur, 220 
Kommer, Rudolf (‘Kaeichcn’), 
66,70, 603 

Korda, Sir Alexander, 112, 208 


219, 380 

Knstol, Irvmg, 454,457 
Kung, Hans, 608, 617 

Lady Chatterley’s Lover, 552, 
553 ,563, 583,586 
Lamb, Henry, 27,32 
Lamb, Lady Pansy, 25, 46, 145, 
199,241 

Lampson, Sir Miles, 153 
Lancaster, Sir Osbert, 169, 248, 
281, 324, 325 

Lancing College, ix-x, 1-6, 
8-10, 343 ,467,542 
Largs, Ayrshire, 145-8 
Lascelles, Sir Alan, 518 
Lavery, (Hazel) Lady, 52, 53, 
62, 72, 79,92,221,363 
Lawrence, D H , 346, 552, 553 
Lawrence, Lord Justice 
Geoffrey, 226 

Lay cock, (Angela) Lady 
(‘Snake’), 152, 154, i6i, 164, 
165, 168, 169, 170, 172, 181, 
183, 209,223, 268,312 
Laycock, Emma, 168,169 
Laycock, Maj -(Sen Sir Robert 
(‘Cbucker’), 64,142,145,146, 
149, 152, 153, 160-7 passim, 
172, 173, 179, 181, 183, 429, 
555 

Lea, Sir Thomas, 64,67 
Leavis, F R , 303 
Lehmann, John, 4/9 439 
Lehmann, Rosamond, 304 
Leigh, Vivien, 374 
‘Lennox, Hamish’, see Graham, 
Alastair 

Leslie, Sir Shane, 589 
Levin, Bernard, 533, 553 
Lewis, Rosa (‘Lottie Crump’), 
589, 590, 607, 608,619 
Life, 156, 221, 225, 242, 25s, 
283, 288, 290, 296, 307, 345, 
361-2, 363, 369, 370 
Life and Letters, 35 
Linck, Charles E , Junior, 546 
545 , 546 

Linklater, Eric, j90-r 
Lisnavagh, Co Carlow, 250-3 
Little, Brown 81 Co , 177, 565 
Liverpool, 95 
Living [H (3reen),35 

Lohta, si(>, 523 

London Library, 179, 219, 240, 
545 

London Magazine, 419, 559 
Long, (Laura) Lady, 154, i8x 
Longford, (Cbnstine) Countess 
of, 20, 570 

Longford, (Elizabeth) Countess 
of, 480, 557-S 52 62, 228, 

241,253,263, 626 
Longford, (Edward) 6th Earl of, 
20 558 5^1 57 “ 
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Longford (FnnL) 7th fc-»ri of, 

51.62,-07.241.353,:<)<>,3i<>. 

349 354 - 377 403 . 40 **. SS^. 
561,570,601 626 
Longlnt, Wiltshire, 90 
Louiit, J anau, ut Kcc 
12)111, (Laura) Ladi,79,615 
Lovat, 17th Lord (Shimi), 167, 

168,17- 

Lut( m 4 Cold ChmJlt 

(N Xhiford), 285-6, 301 

SO5-6 31I 

Lojola Lni\crsii> 263, 279 

Lucas, Audrey, 20 
Luce, Clare Booth, 2S7, 288, 

^ 313, 3 < 5 . 3 J 6 , 3 f>‘. 369, 

370 

Luce, Henry R , 285, 287, 288, 
289,361 

Lunn, Sir Arnold, 543,609 
Lushmgton, Maj -Gen, Sir 
Godfrey Wlldman-, 139, 140, 

146 153,156 
Lutyens, Sir Edwri, 107 
Liford, Buckinghamshire, 570 
Lygon, Lady Dorothy (‘CMte’, 
‘Poll’), 56-9 6/-4 6S-9. 79 . 
go-1 U3-4, 180-2, igj 46, 

63, 66, 67, 71, 86, 186, 274, 
314,366,427,476 
Lygon, Hugh, 2t, 59,63,64,63, 
67,88,91,93, no-u, 520 
Lygon, Lady Letuce, see 
Cottercll 

Lygon, Lady Mary (‘Maimic’, 
‘Blondy’), 56-60 64-7 

69-71, 7^-9, 81-7 Sg-go, 
92-4, 101 ios-6 108 

110-12 223-4, 240 251-2 
272 299-300 314 35°-^ 
366-7 426-7 470, 520-1, 
547 618 46, 62, 63, 64, 123 , 
135, 143, 154. 164, 167, i6g, 
170. 17s. 179, 181, 193. ‘94. 
211, 229, 269, 273, 320, 320, 
373. 377, 534, 538, 539. 54t, 
542, 591,608 

Lygon, Lady SibcU, 58-g 60, 
61,65,66,67,79,84,86,114, 
252,328 

Ly gon family, Biog note 051 


Macaulay, Dame Rose, 475.5*6, 
575-6.582 

MacCarthy, Sir Desmond, 99, 
aao, 317. 629 

McCarthy Senator Joseph, 403, 
408,4“. 432, 537,543 
McCarthy, Mary, 617 
MacDougal Tommy, 66,68,70, 
78 86,89 rot 550 
McDougall, John, 482 492, 

497-8 499 504, 507-8 523 
525 532 561 611 6/6 Biog 


note 6st 2j5 a** 4*^3« 4-9> 

49J, 564 

MtDougall. Mary 53- 
\icln<.m\,Gcn FJA 586 
Mackintosh, Alisiatr, 429 489 
Mackintosh, 1 lugh D . 93' 4 
Maclean, Sir Fiuroy, 202, 2to, 

2-6 

Macmillan, Harold, 357 . 490 . 
529 , 53 ‘. 6'0 

McReasy, Monsignor,6jo-r 
Madrcsticld Court, 
Worcestershire, 60,68,78 
Magnus Sir Philip, 581 
Mailer, Nornun, 572 

Maimic’.iri;Lygon,Lady Mao 

Mallow an. Sir Max, 6 50 
Mallet. (Peggs) Lady, 322, 367 
Mallet, Sir Victor (‘Sexs’), tig, 
136,258 322.325.367 
MaUcm Riding Academs, 56-8, 
63.65,66 

‘Mannerless’, ue Dulfcnn and 
As-a, 4ih Marquess of 
Margaret, Pnnccss, 537 
llurij Pits4ud (M Golnn), 
400-1,460^ pJSfim, 472 
Mane Antoinette, 449 
Marine Infantry Bngade, tee 
Royal Mannes 

Marlborough, Laura, Duchess 
of, ste Long, Laura 
Mamon, Maj -Gen Sir John, 

405 

Marriott, (Maud) Lady 
(‘Momo’), 405, 541 
Marsh, Sir Edward, 311, 373 
Martmdalc FrC.C., 515 
Mary. Pnnccss Royal, 7 
Masaryk, Jan, 273 
‘Mason, Perry’, 189,305, 4*3 
Matson (Amencan agent), 283, 
362 

Maugham, Sync (‘Farter’), 92, 
223 

Maugham, W Somerset, 55-6, 
78,249 363.371-2,465,580 
Maxwell, Elsa, 452 
Mayer, Louis B-, 247 
Melchett, Lord and Lady, 209 
MeUs Park, Somerset, 94, iii, 
189, 267 276, 353. 434 . 457 . 
492, 495 . 535 
MendL Sir Charles, 247 
Mentone 598-600 
Mersey, (Kathenne) Lady, 484, 

499 

Merton, Fr Thomas (Louis), 
joS-9 283,294,299,309 

Messer-Bcnnens, Michael, 128, 
129 130.135, t 37 
Mexico, 118-9 
Mcynell, Sir Francis, 3 
Midsoraer Norton, Somerset, 
190, 199 


Mihatlrtvich Dra/j 1H5 
Milbank, Sir Mark, 147 
Miller, Gdhert ard Kathryn, 
290 

Milncs-Gaskcll, Charles, tjh 9 
\lillon, (Peter) l,ord see 
I it/william 

rhe .Mtrjilf (Max Reinhardt} 
62,63,605 

Mitford, Jessica, 540, 541 
Mitford, Nancy, i6t-. 194 

196 212-13 2.0-3 

227-9 .32-8 .40-1, jjt 
256-7 260. 263 264 27}-4 
276-7, 280-1 283, 285-6 

2<jt 293-^01 304-7. 3>9-2I, 
3-3-6' 33S-9, 343-4 J46-50, 
354-60 362, 364-9, 373-9. 
385-6 391-9, 403-3. 405-6, 
409 4/1-12 415 421-6 429 

433-S 446-57, 470-3 476. 

485-6 498-9, 531 - 3 , 534 
540-1, 545 , 556-9. 567-9 
577 , 561-5 567-9 591-3 
595-6 598-600, 607 614, 
621-2 631-3 636-7 Biog 
note651 35.36, 37 . 4 «.42,46, 
53, 166, 169, 170, 182, 190, 
210, 230, 262, 299, 352, 366, 
478, 484 552, 567. 578, 593 . 
tot, 638 

Molson, (Hugh) Lord ( Hot 
Lunch’, ‘Preters’), 3, 7, 9, 10, 
472, 587,615 

Monckton, (Walter) ist 
Viscount, 146 

Monckton, (Bridget) 
Viscountess, 314 
Montagu, Judy (Mrs Milton 
Gendcl), 372, 533, 560, 606, 
628 

Montagu, Venctia, 249, 634 
Monugu of Beaulieu, (Edward) 
3rd Lord, 412,434 
Montgomery,John,493 525 
Montgomery, Field Marshal 
Viscount, 411,596 
The Month, 295, 350, 380, 383, 
400, 557 

Moore, George, 374 
Moor^ Henry, 242,243,299 
Moral Rc-Annament, 543 
Morgan, Charles, 263 
Monson, Stanley, 133 
Mortimer, John, 573-4 
Morumcr, Raymond, 29, 216 
210, 221, 223, 236, 315, 326’ 

,400.593 

Morton, J B ( Beachcomber’), 


M^ley, (Diana) Lady, 618-0 
Biog note 651 36,38.39-40, 
41, 53 .221,281, 354,442 jgg 
Mosley, Sir Oswald, 2^ sqo 
307,442,449.486 ’ 
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Mountbatten, Earl, 569 
Moyne, Lord, see Guinness 
Muggendge, Malcolm, 458,472, 
498, 529. 530, 531. 549, 55°. 
561 

Murray, Basil, 238, 593 
Musgrave, Thomas, 267 

Nabokov, Vladimir, 516, 523, 
586 

Nemours, Due de, 86 
New Statesman, 642-7 30, ii6, 
222, 262, 386, 392,4S4, 576 
New Theatre, Oxford, 49 
New Yorker, 265, 328 
Newby, Enc, 511 
Newby,PH,jjo 445 
Newdigate Prize, 6 
Nichols, Beverley, too, 158,184, 
437 

Nicholson, Beryl, 56,57 
Nicholson, Sir Godfrey, 145 
Nicholson, Jenny, 324 
Nicholson, Lady FLithanne, 147 
Nicolson, Benedict, 254 
Nicolson, Sir Harold, 581 
NiemoUer, Martin, 254 
Night and Day, Its, *‘5 
Nineteen Eighty-Four 

(G Orwell), 302 

Noel-Buxton, Lord, 444-8 pa¬ 
ssim, 476,636 

Norfolk, i6th Duke of, 62,394 
Norton, Jean, 67,146 
Norwich, (Anne) Viscountess, 

538 

Norwich, 1st Viscount, see 
Cooper 

Norwich, Oohn Julius) 2nd 
Viscount, 78,236, 241, 374 
Nuremberg trials, 226 

Oates, Captv, 595 
Obolensky, Alice, 348, 425 
O’Brien, Muirough (‘Sponger’), 

83.194 

Observer, 461 450, 465 
Ogilvie-Grant, Jvlark, 34, 399, 
436, 534, 545 

Oldmeadow, Ernest, 72-8,342 
Old Men at the Zoo (A. Wilson), 
572. 573-5 

Oldndgc, Diana (‘Tanker’), 419, 
420, 546 

Olivier, (Laurence) Lord, 282, 
374 

O’Neill, (Raymond) 4th Lord, 
484, 489, 541, 548, 549, 563, 
601 

O’Neill, Fionn, 426, 524, 526, 

527. 572, 586 

Onslow, (Pamela) Countess of, 
562, 563, 605 

Onslow, Lady Teresa, see 
Waugh 


Oratory School, 304 
Ormonde, 6th Marquess of, 
i 7 t 

Orwell, George, 2//, 279, jo2, 
320 

Orwell, Soma, 320, 578 
Osborne, Mr (Life magazine), 
22 J 

Osborne, Sir D’Arcy, 365 
Osborne, June, see Churchill 
Osmond, Robert, 168,252 
Oxford and Asquith, (Anne) 
Countess of, 261,281 
Oxford and Asquith, 2nd Earl of 
(‘Tnm’), 8 q 84, 85, 92, 106, 
136,151,153.261,281 
Oxford and Cambridge, 87 
Oxford Broom, 277 
Oxford Fortnightly, to 
Oxford Railway Club, 615,622 

Pakenham, Lady Antonia, see 
Fraser 

Pakenham, (Elizabeth) Lady, see 
Longford 

Pakenham, (Frank) Lord, see 
Longford 

Pakenham, Lady Mary, see Clive 
Pakenham, Lady Pansy, see 
Lamb 

Pakenham, Thomas, 378, 443, 
561 

Pakenham Hall, Co Westmeath, 

570 

Palairet, Anne, see Oxford 
Palewski, Gaston (‘Col’), 213, 
220, 227, 229, 299, 312, 342, 
349 . 355 . 356, 358, 359 . 367, 
374 . 375 . 391. 402, 446, 457 . 
470. 533 . 534 

Parachute course, 174-5, 181 
Paravicini (sculptor), 198, 199, 
200-1 

Pares, Richard, 435 
Parsons, Lady Bndget, 237, 538 
Passing Show, 30 
Patten, Susan Mary, 403, 406, 
560 

Patten, Wilham (Bill), 260 

Paul vt. Pope, 617 

‘Pauper’, see Kinross, 3rd Lord 

PAX, 493, SOI 

Pearson, Qive, 119,120 

Peck, (Winifred) Lady, 496,497, 

519 

‘Periwinkle’, see Brownlow, 6th 
Lord 

Pemn, Pere, 358, 359 
‘Perry’, see Brownlow, 6th Lord 
Peters, Augustus Detlof, 30, yg 
40 47-50, 65, 87 116 

ng~2o, 137 158, tsg 177-8 
182-3 185, 188-g, 208 212 
2i8-g 225 234-5 247-8, 

^53. 255, 259, 264, 282, 284, 


30S> ISJ. 4^. 

4<A 507 S'I 554 . 5(>4 5(>5, 
584 Biog note 652 321,327, 

392, 195. 4 >9. 427. 454, 497, 
507, 511, 526, 556, 600, 607, 

637 

Peters,‘Henrie’, 137 177,219 
Picasso, Pablo, 214-15,216,218, 
221, 241, 299, 300, 315, 359. 
395 . 397 . 439 ,57°. 580 
Picture Post, 391 
Piers Court, Stinchcombe, 
Gloucestershire (‘Stinkers’), 
IIS, '37-8, 130, 131. « 32 , 
140, 142, 150, 151, 177, 190, 
210, 212, 213, 217, 225, 251, 
267, 268, 297, 300, 304, 307. 

3 > 5 , 318, 319, 323, 360, 389. 
427. 443 ,472, 473 , 477,478 
‘Pig’, see Waugh, Margaret 
Piper, John, 163,207 
Piper, Myfanwy, 245,298 
Pius \ii. Pope, 202, 322, 514 
Pixton Park, Somerset, 131,140, 
146, 174, 175, 176, 179, 197, 
217,408,438,483,583 
Pleydell-Bouverie, Audrey, 
209-10 

Plomer, William, 441 
Plummer, Sir Leslie, 396 
Plunket Greene, David, 17, 20, 
53.81 

Plunket Greene, Gwen, 17, 22, 

*65. 275 

Plunket Greene, Olivia, 17, 23, 
165,27s 

‘Poll’, see Lygon, Lady Dorothy 
Pollen, Arthur, 509, 519 
Pompadour, Madame de, 391, 
393-4. 395 ,412,421,422,423 
Ponsonby, Elizabeth, 131, 426 
Ponsonby, Loelia, see 
Westminster 

Ponsonby, (Arthur) ist Lord, 
320 

Ponsonby, (Matthew) 2nd Lord, 
615 

Popbn, Percy, 127, 283, 318, 
320, 357 

Portofino, 80, 98, 113-14, 324-6 
Post, Emily, 326 
‘Pouncer’, see Elwes, Simon 
Powell, Anthony, 25-7, 440 
443> 458, 472, 498, 506, 544, 
579 Biog note 652 54, 355, 
373 . 473 , 477 . 486, 534 , 538, 
541, 550, 583. 586, 606, 624, 
625 

Powell, Lady Violet, 477, 498, 
579. 583. 624 

Pratt’s Club, 169, 458, 498 
prayer, 597, 624 

Preston, Sergeant Stuart, i8i, 
194, 220, 281, 290, 291, 316, 
561 
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Preters’, ste \lolson, Lord 
’ncsde\, J B, 210, 403, 454 > 
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Pmate Eye, 597 
Profumo, John, 603,609 
Proust, Marcel, 217, 270 > ^ 74 i 
276,622 
Prudenuus, 416 
Ptice-Jones, Alan, 556 
‘Pug", see Cooper, Lad> Diana 
Punch, 391, 432, 436, 443, 456, 

458 

Pursuit of Love (N Milford), 
212-13, 2'7. 224, 227, 236, 

633 

Queen Anne Press, 391,397 
(Juennell, Peter, 23,25, 37,181, 
21.7, 224, 227, 229, 231, 263, 
296, 298, 300, 301, 306, 307, 
311, 327, 404, 405, 415, 506, 
548, 586, 598-9, 601, 610, 
618,622,626 

Raban, Emma, 598, 599-600, 
621 


Raban, George, 598 
Raban &nuly, 114, 384 
Rambird, George, 631,637 
‘Ran’, see Antrim, 8th Earl of 
Rathdonnell, 4th Lord, 253 
Rattigan, Terence, 539 
Ravensdale, (Irene) Lady, 51,62 
Raymond, John, 446, 449, 454 i 
472 

Readmg, Col, 157 
Redesdale, (David) 2nd Lord, 40 

Reed, Sir Carol, 375,377 , , 

Reed, Lady, see Dudley Ward 
Reeve, Mrs {Life magazine), 321 
Renishaw Hall, Derbyshire, 50, 

163 .493 

Reynolds, Joyce, 48,65 
Rhodesia visits (1958), 500-5, 
(> 959 ) 5 « 7 - 8 , 521 
Ribbentrop, Joachim von, 220 
Rice, MarceUa, 172 
Ricb^d of Gloucester, Pnnee, 

607 

Richards, 1 A., 303 
Richett, Francis W , 9b-^’ 99 
Ritz Hotel (‘Marble Halls), 
London, 538, 539 » 54 >' 552 
Roberts, Archbishop, 55 ® 
Robertson, Gen Lord, 45 ° 
Rodd,Gustaf(‘Taffy ), i 94 . 263 > 

Wd Nancy -,,6 

Rodd Peter, 182, 217, 228.-3 
251, 297. 306, 307 31_8->9. 
320 323, 4^2 429. 433 . a 93 
Romilly, Esmond 194 . 54 ° 

Ross, A S C , 423 ,453 r 
Rossc f^nne) Countess ot, 374. 


Rosse (Michael) 6lh Earl of, 20, 
131,591 , 

Rothcnstein, Sir John, 509,570 
Rothermere, (Ann) Viscountess, 
see Fleming 

Rothermere, (Esmond) 2nd 
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